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Introduction


Quilters of all levels, from beginner to expert, are encouraged to step away from safe choices to discover new methods, tools, and materials for making classic quilt blocks. Using 2 ½″ (6.4cm) precut strips (sometimes called Jelly Rolls®, coined by Moda Fabrics) is a great way to dissect and reconstruct all the well-loved favorite quilt blocks while trying something new.


Many classic quilt patterns are made up of squares, rectangles, and triangles and their measurements are often divided by the number two. The math is simple, and the pieces are easily cut from 2 ½″ (6.4cm) precut fabric strips. When the pieces are sewn together with the quilter’s standard ¼″ (0.6cm) seam allowance, the finished size works perfectly every time.


Not every quilter has a “dream sewing studio” or the resources to have a big fabric stash. To make scrap quilts, a generous variety of fabrics is needed. I have solved the problem of limited space by using precut rolls of 2 ½″ (6.4cm) wide strips that include 40 strips of coordinating prints. In a roll there are often two or three strips of each color or print. These rolls are perfect for making scrap quilts. Adding a solid-color background fabric emphasizes the fabric prints and stretches the size of a quilt.


I am in love with scrap quilts. I love combining many different colors and prints to see how they work together to create exciting new visual textures. Big flamboyant prints are especially exciting because they present intriguing new possibilities when cutting up the figures and joining them with solid colors and more subtle, geometric prints of a smaller scale. The quilts in this book are a small sampling of the many quilts that can be made using strips. But there are even more possibilities to try: pillows, tote bags, and table runners are all excellent projects perfect for these designs. Now it is time to create!





Materials and Supplies


Today’s quilters have access to so many fabrics and helpful tools to make patchwork quilts. Take advantage of the large variety of fabric colors and prints available at local quilt shops or online. All manner of tools are helpful and aid in making measuring, cutting, and sewing quick and accurate. These are the ones I use the most.


JELLY ROLLS/PRECUT STRIPS


Precut fabric strips have become very popular with quilters since they were introduced as fabric “Jelly Rolls.” Each roll has a collection of forty strips, enticingly packaged with color-coordinated fabric prints and solid colors. At first, the rolls were used primarily for strip pieced quilts, but it soon became evident that the strips could be cut into squares, rectangles, and triangles to make classic quilts.


RULERS AND TRIM TOOLS


Making accurate quilt blocks starts with accurate cutting, which is achieved using rulers and trim tools. Remember the adage “measure twice, cut once.” This applies to quilters as it does to all manner of crafts.


I am a designer for Creative Grids®, creating specialized tools that quilters will love. In some projects, I will reference specific marks on these quilt rulers and trim tools, so it might be beneficial to purchase these if you haven’t already. However, you can find similar items in stores and online. As long as your block is cut to the right size, the product doesn’t matter.


I used these tools for the projects in this book:


• Creative Grids® Hexagon Trim Tool (CGRJAW4) by Jean Ann Wright


• Creative Grids® 12in Skinny Pineapple Trim Tool (CGRJAW12) by Jean Ann Wright


• Creative Grids® 10in Wonky Log Cabin Trim Tool (CGRJAW13) by Jean Ann Wright


• Creative Grids® 4in Log Cabin Trim Tool (CGRJAWMN4)


• Creative Grids® Half-Square 4-in-1 Triangle Quilt Ruler (CGRBH1)


• Creative Grids® Quilt Ruler 8-½in Square (CGR8)


• Creative Grids® 60 Degree Triangle 8-½in Quilt Ruler (CGRT60)


• Creative Grids® Triangle Squared Ruler 9-½in Quilt Ruler (CGRTMT2)


• Creative Grids® Pineapple Trim Tool for 6, 8 or 10in Finished Blocks (CGRJAW3)


Note: These can be purchased from my website: www.jeanannquilts.com
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Jelly Rolls come in a variety of colors and prints; some can cover the rainbow, while others can have a limited color palette.
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Creative Grids® Hexagon Trim Tool is a useful shortcut to creating the hexagon block.
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Creative Grids® 12in Skinny Pineapple Trim Tool provides markers for each round of fabric strips.







[image: Illustration]


The Creative Grids® Stripology Mini Quilt Ruler is used for cutting 2 ½″ (6.4cm) strips.






CUTTING AND SEWING MATERIALS
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Writing utensils: To mark squares for Half Square Triangles, I typically use a #2 pencil with black, white, or silver lead. The color all depends on the value of the fabric. However, these should only be used on the wrong side of the fabric because they are hard to remove from fabric. For the times I need to make a mark on visible fabric, I use either tailors chalk or an artist chalk pencil. These create temporary marks that are easy to remove.
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Rotary cutter: This handy tool makes cutting fabric and trimming blocks a breeze. As long as you keep the blade sharp, you won’t have to deal with any fraying edges or wonky lines. Make sure you use with a cutting mat underneath your work.
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Fabric plastic clips: To hold fabric layers and seams together, these small clips are mandatory for any quilter’s toolbox. I personally use Wonder Clips because they have always held true and come in a variety of sizes. But there are cheaper options out there—I suggest checking your local quilt shop, Etsy, or elsewhere online.
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Tabletop cutting mat (24″ × 36″): Cutting mats serve a dual purpose. The first is to protect your worksurface from the blade of your rotary cutter or scissors. The second is that most cutting mats now come with ruled lines that are perfect for measuring fabric or squaring pieces.
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Square rotating cutting mat (14″ or 18″): While this tool isn’t necessary for making quilt blocks, I’ve found it to be hugely beneficial in saving time and irritation. Rather than squaring up blocks on a regular cutting mat, this keeps the block centered; all you need to do is turn the mat!





Quilting Basics


No matter what quilt project you are working on, these terms, tips, and instructions will help. Following these guidelines will not only result in a better quilt, but also can extend the life of your sewing machine.


ABBREVIATIONS


WOF: Width of Fabric


HST: Half Square Triangles


FQ: Fat Quarter (1 yard of fabric cut into four pieces, 18″ × 22″ [45.7 × 56cm])


FABRIC PREPARATION


Prewash: Prewashing is not recommended for precut 2 ½″ (6.4cm) strips. It is recommended to prewash your fabric yardage. Do not use hot water; use warm or cold water when prewashing. Dark colors, especially reds, may run or migrate while being washed. Use a fabric color sheet in the machine while prewashing to eliminate or minimize color migration. Press after prewashing.


STITCHING


Seams: Quilt patches are sewn together with scant ¼″ (0.6cm) seam allowances. Many sewing machines have a special presser foot that guides the ¼″ (0.6cm) seam allowance as you sew. If your machine did not come with a quilting foot, ask your dealer if one is available. They are inexpensive and worth the cost.


PRESSING


Blocks: Press both seams in the same direction unless otherwise indicated in the instructions. When possible, press both seams toward the darker patch.


Borders: Press seams away from the center and toward the outside edges of the quilt.
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Fabric Stabilizers: Prewashed fabrics lose some of their body. There are special spray products specifically for quilting that will add body to your fabric as you press. You can also use spray starch to stabilize your blocks as you sew.


QUILTING


Backing: Sew fabric backing pieces together with ½″ (1cm) seams. Press seams open to prevent a lump at the seams. Quilt backing fabric generally is constructed to be 3″–4″ (7.6–10.2cm) larger all around than the quilt top.


Batting: My preference for quilt batting is a cotton batting. It does not “pill” or migrate out of the fabric over time and use.
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Cotton batting between dotted fabric and backing fabric with threaded needle being used to baste layers together.





SEWING MACHINE CARE


Lint: It is important to keep your sewing machine mechanism free of lint. After finishing a quilt, remove the needle plate and then the bobbin holder. Use a brush and a pipe cleaner to remove the lint from the area. Don’t push the lint down into any area you can’t see as it will collect and compact into hard knots and lumps.


Needles: Sewing needles can get dull. After you complete your piecing, change the needle before starting the next project. There are special needles for machine quilting. Change these needles after you are finished quilting each project.


Presser Foot: Lower the presser foot when you are finished sewing for the day. This releases pressure on the up/down mechanism. Fold a piece of fabric over and place it between the feed dogs and the presser foot to eliminate friction.
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Proper sewing machine care, such as keeping it free of lint, is important to keep your machine running for a long time!
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