

  

 [image: capa]

  




The Male Nurse


Original short story by


Machado de Assis


 


1st edition


 


Niterói


Editora Itapuca


2021




All rights of this edition belong to Editora Itapuca. 


No part of this publication may be photocopied, recorded in any form or by any means including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.


Translated to English by			Clara Monnerat


Graphic Project and Text Formatting	Editora Itapuca


Cover 					Editora Itapuca


 


Text edited from the original, published on the book Várias Histórias (Several Stories)


ISBN 978-65-86655-75-9


1st edition


Editora Itapuca – Niterói – RJ


contatoitapuca@outlook.com


editoraitapuca@yahoo.com


facebook.com/editoraitapuca


www.editoraitapuca.com.br




Foreword


 


 


Machado de Assis is the greatest name of Brazilian Literature, a genius of Fictional Realism.


Between 1870 and 1900, he wrote novels, poems, chronicles, reviews and articles which fell into everyone´s graces and influenced the 20th-century Brazilian writers.


Born on the Livramento´s Hill, in Rio de Janeiro, the son of a painter and a washerwoman, he acquired an extense literary culture, combining his bureaucratic career to his passion of prose. He produced masterpieces such as Dom Casmurro and Memórias Póstumas de Brás Cubas.


O Enfermeiro (The Male Nurse) was published by Machado de Assis as a standalone, then joined the author´s in the Várias Histórias (Several Stories), published in 1896.


Procópio accepts the job offer: to take care of an ill colonel, who has an insufferable temper.


Their relationship is complicated and dramatic, guiding the characters to a surprising ending.




The Male Nurse


 


 


 Does it seem to you that what happened with me in 1860, can be included on a page on a book? It might be as long as the condition that there is nothing to promote before my death is met. It won´t take long, it can be 8 days, if not less; I´m disillusioned.


Look, I really could tell you about my whole life,in which there are other interesting things but for I´d need the right weather,spirit and paper and I only have paper; my spirit is low and the weather resembles a lamp in the early morning.Soon the next day´s sun, a blazing sun, impervious as life. Good bye, my dear mister, read this and wish me positive thoughts; forgive me what might look bad and don´t mistreat the rue herb, if it doesn´t smell like roses.You asked me a human document, here you go. Don´t ask me the Mongol Empire either. Not the Maccabees´s picture; nonethless, feel free to ask me my corpse shoes for I won´t give them to nobody else.
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