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Many thanks to my Mum and Dad

They where pure gold



Abbie took my thoughts

As page by page it grew



We did the impossible to bring this to you
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HOME LIVERPOOL 1936

Long ago at Christmas

and when I was a boy

then I used to wonder

maybe I’d get a toy

Dad crippled World War One

four kids too young to work

dads pension just nine bob

put parish in mums purse

We had gas for cooking

and used two small gas rings

coal far too expensive

old papers cooked most things

Sisters gathered papers

just every where they could

when burnt they kept us warm

and cooked our food quite good

But no one had a watch

just one alarm clock there

high up oh the mantle

ticking away the year

I guess toys don’t matter

have food and shelter here

it was home where we lived

with mum dad to care

And yes it was Christmas

no gifts or cards to share

but we had each other

mum and dad was there



KELLY’S POEM

It’s goodbye Kelly

we all have to go

fate makes his mind up

and we can’t say no

life had its good times

and you know the bad

good to be with you

you enjoy your world

horses and haircuts

and fun with the girls

your always busy

live life on the run

know South Africa

and Rhodesian sun

Chutney your kitten

as black as the night

sleeps where you laid him

so just say good night

Dad



OUR SUSIE

Our Susie a quiet girl

not catch her in a whirl

helps at home now and then

or she’s upstairs reading

in her back bedroom den

and she can bake a cake

do a roast no mistake

and if your lucky

you may just catch a smile

find her on winters night

curled up in firelight

deep in an old armchair

Susie’s happy and at home

the worlds outside not here

Love Dad



SUSIE

Our Susie hard to know

Not often say hello

in her world seems alone

loved by all when at home

Seems good times pass her by

all she’ll give is a sigh

comfy in old armchair

don’t want to go out there

And the last few years

we have all shed some tears

guess you have done your best

just relax a well earned rest

God Bless - Dad



HAPPY MEMORIES

Looking back to days of old

Love and laughter tears untold

I miss the country and open fields

Those hay bale rides with squeaky wheels

Warm log fires and family nights

Dads apple pies a glorious sight

The smell of coffee and fresh bread

Home grown fruit in a bowl of red

Frightening storms that look like a maize

Warm winter and scorching summer days

Riding bareback to the lakeside

Long standing friendships talking old times

By Kelly Stevens – 31/05/1962 – 25/11/2018



HOME

Over mantle

in our bedroom

double the light

and chased the gloom

Curtains we had

and just afford

and no lino

on floorboard

Bed was cosy

and this was home

and none of us

ever alone

We had a sheet

and bolster too

army blankets

mum had washed through

The candles gleam

on mantle wall

this was the thirties

I do recall



YESTERDAY 1937

I do remember yesterday

when we had time to talk and play

of all the things we never had

sometimes happy and often sad

The holidays we never went

presents we never got or sent

our Christmases were all the same

there was no one that we could blame

Everyone knew that we were poor

and in the thirty’s thousands more

found poverty was hard to beat

in Liverpool down every street



MERSEY MOON

Moonlight on the Mersey

romantic it can be

when the one you care for

is staring out to sea

And soon she will travel

far out across that sea

only a memory

of love will stay with me

Travel is her business

she does it very well

will we stay together

guess only time will tell



POVERTY 1936

As a boy I walked the street

never shoes upon my feet

pennies few and far between

hard times known and often seen

A lot more dinner times than dinner

I must have been from average thinner

huddled up in bed at night

with my two sisters snug and tight

Christmas carols we would sing

but Santa never brought a thing

we never ever found out why

each Christmas Eve he passed us by

Father ill upon his bed

injured in the war mum said

nine bob pension all he got

so parish handouts was our lot

Good times I had and never cared

for richer folk or how they fared

yet sometimes I did think it wrong

that we were poor so very long



HOME LIVERPOOL 1930’s

It’s true Mum and dad

tried very hard

to bring up four kids

on a PAC card

Our dad was injured

in the First World War

nine bob war pension

was all that he saw

Arthur and Edith

plus our Liz and me

we struggled along

as best as could be

We lived in hard times

and money was short

but we all got by

with a little thought

So our food and rent

they were number one

holidays Christmas

they were just not on



MIDNIGHT CALLS

Sometimes at night

knock on the door

in early hours

PAC Chore

Civilian and

a policeman there

check you are you

and who else there

Go through the house

wake all folk up

and only then

our front door shut

They check all homes

to see you there

lots on parish

everywhere



LIVERPOOL 1934

On the street I lived

people very poor

easy to find out

knock on any door

Lots of things missing

food and comfort too

cash very little

got what you were due

Holidays Christmas

never on your list

warm clothes in winter

these you really missed

All things got used to

poverty and poor

at home Liverpool

nineteen thirty four

PAC help you

enough to get by

trying to stretch it

brought tears to the eye



MUM

Could make a meal

six pence of bones

how she did it

God only knows

Just lots of veg

go in the pot

boil three hours

it feed us lot

So Saturday night

the pot goes on

Sunday morning

the dripping done

Skim this off pot

nice spread you’ve got

will go on toast

for all us lot



GARDEN STREET NUMBER 24

Smithdown Lane is not the same

the houses have all gone

where are the shops and grocers

the school where I was from?

At Garden Street number twenty four

I spent my early youth

alas there were no gardens

and that’s the honest truth

Houses marching up a hill

like soldiers back to back

side by side with cellars

and everything they lack

No hot water bathrooms

and no electric light

we lived in the cellars

the toilets are out the back

But this is just a memory

and pictures in the mind

the bad times are forgotten

and good times silver lined



GARDEN STREET 1936

Garden Street made our home

six of us not alone

twenty four on our door

we could not ask for more

Our street full of families

and many unemployed

they did the best they could

but no one overjoyed

Looking around our new place

found just a street away

my favourite place the pics

Liz take me there Saturday

Kids in street a mixed lot

and all go to our school

mostly hard up like us

but friendly as a rule

Went to pics Saturday

and Shirley Temple on

golden curls and big blue eyes

and my heart simply spun



THIRTIES 1936

I lived in the thirties

aged seven I was there

poverty was normal

and we all had our share

It was hard to get by

and families by the score

helped out by the parish

knew then that they were poor

We just about made it

for six of us to feed

and mum never failed us

a miracle indeed

Dad a wounded soldier

a small pension his

splashed out on a Friday night

two fags and matches bliss

Never any problems

this was our normal life

something you got used to

and nothing else in sight



24 GARDEN STREET – LIFE AT HOME (1936-1937)

As a child I never thought

of all the things we never bought

we had so little in home

even a chair feel alone

we had two tables as well

and an armchair for Dad

also a long black dresser

this had dishes and crockery

and even clothes in

had a standing cupboard

purported metal down sides

it had shelves for food

stone floor cool in summer

chilly in winter alas no carpet

or lino we hoped to make a rug

a good cooking range we never used

coal too dear collected old

newspapers could cook and get warm

burning them had no gas cooker

just two small gas rings

a gas light in the cellar

no electric lighting in street at all

Dad was crippled in the war

and unable to work

he got a small war pension

of nine shillings a week

we got assistance from local

parish funds

Christmas, Easter hols

we could not afford so got to miss

dad like a smoke so pension day

I’d go to the corner shop

two fags and some matches cost a penny 

wrapped up in newspaper

dads treat

Mum ran the family no fuss

did the impossible

make a meal out of nothing

thousands like us

poverty no stranger



MUM AND DAD LIVERPOOL 1936

Never write of parents

for they’re no longer here

yet they brought up four kids

miracle that was clear

Dad not use his right side

paralysed in the war

nine bob weekly pension

and that was all he saw

Mum got some assistance

and that from PAC

about two quid I think

to fend off poverty

Furniture we had some

dresser table and chairs

small gas rings to cook on

where we all lived downstairs

We lived in the cellar

a cooking range was there

we had no coal for fire

we burnt newspapers there

Coal was too expensive

need pennies for the gas

papers very useful

they made our money last

Older sisters find them

for most are thrown away

we cooked throughout winter

with papers every day

Holidays we had none

and Christmas just the same

birthdays no different

but none of us complained

So what you’ve never had

you never really missed

mum and dad were special

now them we would have missed



MY CHILDHOOD PAST 1939

Our train has stopped

Rossett North Wales

tiny village

it’s in Welsh Wales

Then cups of tea

and cakes galore

we all well served

could eat no more

All kids spread out

sixty or more

into new homes

till end of war

So our future

now it brand new

and none of us

would have a clue



LIVERPOOL MARKET 1937

It’s Saturday

we go to town

for fish and meat

the price is down

Back of market

it auctioned off

so fish and meat

take quite a drop

There’s plaice and cod

and conger eel

all expensive

but here a steal

A piece of meat

we also got

so late tonight

it into pot

Two fish boxes

we take away

will keep our fire

alight all day



LIVERPOOL UNIS

Good place to be from

so well known abroad

but it is changing

the scousers have scored

A teaching city

students from abroad

would be a pity

if scousers ignored

Unis are busy

and builders too

putting the pool back

on the leading track



PENALLY

A chapel in the valley
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