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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Selena Marie Gomez ( sə-LEE-nə mə-REE GOH-mez; Spanish pronunciation: ; born July 22, 1992) is an American actress and singer. Having appeared as a child in the children's television series Barney & Friends, Gomez rose to fame as the leading role in the Disney Channel series Wizards of Waverly Place (2007–12). Due to the success of the series, Gomez worked on various films, television shows, and musical collaborations for the network in the following years. Gomez also formed her own production company in 2008, titled July Moon Productions; she serves as an executive producer on the Netflix original series 13 Reasons Why, which released in March 2017. She signed a recording contract with Hollywood Records in 2008 and subsequently formed her band Selena Gomez & the Scene the following year. The band released three studio albums and produced four top 30 singles by 2011. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 281 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Amber Laura Heard (born April 22, 1986) is an American actress. She made her film debut in 2004 in the sports drama Friday Night Lights. After small roles in North Country and Alpha Dog, Heard played her first leading role in All the Boys Love Mandy Lane (2006) and appeared in The CW television show Hidden Palms (2007). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 156 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Jennifer Shrader Lawrence (born August 15, 1990) is an American actress. Since 2015, Lawrence has been the highest-paid actress in the world, and her films have grossed over $5.5 billion worldwide. She appeared in Time's 100 most influential people in the world in 2013 and Forbes Celebrity 100 the following year and in 2016. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 864 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Angelina Jolie Pitt ( joh-LEE; née Voight; born June 4, 1975) is an American actress, filmmaker and humanitarian. She has received an Academy Award, two Screen Actors Guild Awards, and three Golden Globe Awards, and has been cited as Hollywood's highest-paid actress. Jolie made her screen debut as a child alongside her father, Jon Voight, in Lookin' to Get Out (1982). Her film career began in earnest a decade later with the low-budget production Cyborg 2 (1993), followed by her first leading role in a major film, Hackers (1995). She starred in the critically acclaimed biographical cable films George Wallace (1997) and Gia (1998), and won an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance in the drama Girl, Interrupted (1999). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 726 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Chloë Grace Moretz ( born February 10, 1997) is an American actress and model. She began her acting career in 2004 at the age of seven, and received her first award nomination the following year for The Amityville Horror. Her other film credits include (500) Days of Summer, The Poker House, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Kick-Ass and Kick-Ass 2, Let Me In, Hugo, Dark Shadows, Carrie, If I Stay, The Equalizer, and The 5th Wave. Moretz provided the voice of Hit-Girl for Kick-Ass: The Game and Emily Kaldwin in Dishonored. Her stage work includes her performance in the off-Broadway production of The Library at The Public Theater in 2014. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 268 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




e-Pedia: Mila Kunis

Milena Markovna "Mila" Kunis (born August 14, 1983) is an American actress




by Wikipedia contributors




For a detailed list of authors, please use the link to the authors provided at the end of each article. 







Licensed by e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) 2017, pursuant to: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)





This edition has been last updated 2017-06-13




Contact: info@e-artnow.org





ISBN 978-80-268-6278-9








Editorial note: 


this carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 324 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations or illustration descriptions.  e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all e-books based on Wikipedia content. You can access the original Wikipedia articles on the internet free of charge. e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.



        
            Disclaimer:
            

            
                this book does not constitute professional advice. If you need specific advice (for example, medical, legal, financial or risk management), please seek a professional who is licensed or knowledgeable in that area.

                This book may include hyper-links to other sites which are not maintained by, or related to e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow). Hyper-links to such sites are provided as a service to readers and are not sponsored by or affiliated with Wikipedia or e-Pedia/e-artnow. e-Pedia/e-artnow has not reviewed any or all of such sites and is not responsible for the content of those sites. e-Pedia/e-artnow is not responsible for webcasting or any other form of transmission received from any hyper-linked site. Hyper-links are to be accessed at the user's own risk, and e-Pedia/e-artnow makes no representations or warranties about the content, completeness or accuracy of these hyperlinks or the sites hyper-linked to such site. e-Pedia/e-artnow provides hyper-links as a convenience, and the inclusion of any hyper-link to a third-party site does not necessarily imply endorsement by e-Pedia/e-artnow of that site or any association with its operators. 

                This book has been derived from Wikipedia, pursuant to the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)


                e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.

            

        

    


Recommended titles:

e-Pedia: Kat Dennings

e-Pedia: Kyra Sedgwick

e-Pedia: Pamela Adlon

e-Pedia: Kaley Cuoco

e-Pedia: Alyssa Milano

e-Pedia: Tiffani Thiessen

e-Pedia: Jill St. John

e-Pedia: Jamie-Lynn Sigler

e-Pedia: Gina Torres

e-Pedia: Lauren Bacall









Main TOC 



Contents




	1 Early life and education

	2 Career

	3 In the media

	4 Personal life

	5 Filmography

	6 Awards and nominations

	7 References

	8 External links





Mila Kunis






Milena Markovna "Mila" Kunis (/'mi:le 'ku:nIs /[image: External link]) (born August 14, 1983) is an American actress. In 1991, at the age of seven, she moved from Ukraine to Los Angeles with her family. After being enrolled in acting classes as an after-school activity, she was soon discovered by an agent. She appeared in several television series and commercials, before acquiring her first significant role prior to her 15th birthday, playing Jackie Burkhart on the television series That '70s Show. Since 1999, she has voiced Meg Griffin on the animated series Family Guy.

Her breakout film role came in 2008,[1][2] playing Rachel in the romantic comedy-drama Forgetting Sarah Marshall. Her other films include the neo-noir action film Max Payne (2008), the post-apocalyptic action film The Book of Eli (2010), the romantic comedy Friends with Benefits (2011), the comedy Ted (2012), the fantasy Oz the Great and Powerful (2013) as the Wicked Witch of the West, and the psychological thriller-horror Black Swan (2010), in which her performance gained her worldwide accolades, including the Premio Marcello Mastroianni for Best Young Actor or Actress, and nominations for the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress and Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role.



TOP
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 Early life and education




Milena Markovna Kunis was born on August 14, 1983 in Chernivtsi[image: External link], Ukraine in the Soviet Union[image: External link].[3] Her mother, Elvira, is a physics teacher who runs a pharmacy, and her father, Mark Kunis, is a mechanical engineer who works as a cab driver.[4] Kunis has an elder brother named Michael.[5][6] She stated in 2011 that her parents had "amazing jobs", and that the family was "very lucky" and "not poor"; they had decided to leave the USSR because they saw "no future" there for Kunis and her brother.[7] In 1991, when she was seven years old, her family moved to Los Angeles, California, with $250. "That was all we were allowed to take with us. My parents had given up good jobs and degrees, which were not transferable. We arrived in New York on a Wednesday and by Friday morning my brother and I were at school in LA."[7]

Kunis comes from a Jewish family and has cited antisemitism in the former Soviet Union as one of several reasons for her family's move to the United States.[8][9][10] She has stated that her parents "raised [her] Jewish as much as they could," although religion was suppressed in the Soviet Union.[8] On her second day in Los Angeles, Kunis was enrolled at Rosewood Elementary School, not knowing a word of English. She later recalled: "I blocked out second grade completely. I have no recollection of it. I always talk to my mom and my grandma about it. It was because I cried every day. I didn't understand the culture. I didn't understand the people. I didn't understand the language. My first sentence of my essay to get into college was like, 'Imagine being blind and deaf at age seven.' And that's kind of what it felt like moving to the States."[11]

In Los Angeles, she attended Hubert Howe Bancroft Middle School.[12] She used an on-set tutor for most of her high school years while filming That '70s Show.[13] She briefly attended Los Angeles Center for Enriched Studies (LACES), but when that school proved to be insufficiently flexible about her acting commitments, she transferred to Fairfax High School,[14] from which she graduated in 2001.[9] She briefly attended UCLA and Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles.[5][15]
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 Career
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 1994–2000: Career beginnings and television work




At age nine, Kunis was enrolled by her father in acting classes after school at the Beverly Hills Studios, where she met Susan Curtis, who would become her manager.[16][17] On her first audition she landed the role for a Barbie commercial.[18] Shortly after, she did a commercial for the Lisa Frank product line.[19][20] Her first television roles took place in 1994, first appearing on Days of Our Lives,[21][22] and a few months later doing her first of two appearances on Baywatch.[23] She had a minor role on 7th Heaven[13] and supporting roles in Santa with Muscles, Honey, We Shrunk Ourselves, and the Angelina Jolie film Gia, as the young Gia Carangi.[5]

At the age of 10, Kunis auditioned for but failed to get the role of a Russian Jewish girl who moves to America in the film Make a Wish, Molly.[24] Instead, she was cast in the secondary role of a Mexican girl.[14] In 1998, Kunis was cast as Jackie Burkhart in the Fox sitcom That '70s Show. All who auditioned were required to be at least 18 years old; Kunis, who was 14 at the time, told the casting directors she would be 18 but did not say when. Though they eventually figured it out, the producers still thought Kunis was the best fit for the role.[17] That '70s Show ran for eight seasons.[25] She won two consecutive Young Star Awards as Best Young Actress in a Comedy TV Series in 1999 and 2000 for her performances.[26]

In 1999, Kunis replaced Lacey Chabert in the role of Meg Griffin on the animated sitcom Family Guy,[27] created by Seth MacFarlane for Fox. Kunis won the role after auditions and a slight rewrite of the character, in part due to her performance on That '70s Show.[28] When Kunis auditioned for the role, she was called back by MacFarlane, who instructed her to speak slower. He then told her to come back another time and enunciate more. Once she claimed that she had it under control, MacFarlane hired her.[28] MacFarlane added: "What Mila Kunis brought to it was in a lot of ways, I thought, almost more right for the character. I say that Lacey did a phenomenal job, but there was something about Mila – something very natural about Mila. She was 15 when she started, so you were listening to a 15-year-old. Oftentimes with animation they'll have adult actors doing the voices of teenagers and they always sound like Saturday morning voices. They sound oftentimes very forced. She had a very natural quality to Meg that really made what we did with that character kind of really work."[29] Kunis was nominated for an Annie Award in the category of Voice Acting in an Animated Television Production in 2007.[30] She also voiced Meg in the Family Guy Video Game!. Kunis described her character as "the scapegoat."[31]
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 2001–2008: Transition to film




In 2001, she appeared in Get Over It opposite Kirsten Dunst. She followed that up in 2002, by starring in the straight-to-DVD horror film American Psycho 2 alongside William Shatner, a sequel to the 2000 film American Psycho. American Psycho 2 was panned by critics,[32] and later, Kunis herself expressed embarrassment over the film.[33] In 2004, Kunis starred in the film adaptation Tony n' Tina's Wedding. Although the film was shot in 2004, it did not have a theatrical release until 2007.[34] Most critics did not like the film, which mustered a 25% approval from Rotten Tomatoes.[35] DVD talk concluded that "fans would be much better off pretending the movie never happened in the first place".[36]

In 2005, Kunis co-starred with Jon Heder in Moving McAllister, which was not released theatrically until 2007.[37] The film received generally poor reviews and had a limited two-week run in theaters.[38][39] She followed up with After Sex starring alongside Zoe Saldana[image: External link], who had also appeared in Get Over It.[40] In October 2006, she began filming Boot Camp (originally titled Straight Edge).[41] The film was not released in theatres in the United States, but was released on DVD on August 25, 2009.[42]

Kunis starred as Rachel Jansen in the 2008 comedy film, Forgetting Sarah Marshall, co-produced by Judd Apatow. The role, which she won after unsuccessfully auditioning for Knocked Up,[2] entailed improvisation on her part.[43] The film garnered positive reviews,[44] and was a commercial success, grossing $105 million worldwide.[45] Kunis's performance was well-received; Joe Morgenstern of The Wall Street Journal praised her "fresh beauty and focused energy",[46] while James Berardinelli wrote that she is "adept with her performance and understands the concept of comic timing".[47] She was nominated for a Teen Choice Award.[48] In an interview, Kunis credited Apatow with helping her to expand her career from That '70s Show.[2]

Also in 2008, Kunis portrayed Mona Sax, an assassin, alongside Mark Wahlberg in the action film Max Payne, based on the video game of the same name. Kunis underwent training in guns, boxing, and martial arts for her role.[49] Max Payne was relatively successful at the box office, grossing $85 million worldwide[50] but was panned by critics,[51] with several reviewers calling Kunis miscast.[52][53] Travis Estvold of Boise Weekly wrote that she was "horribly miscast as some sort of undersized, warble-voiced crime boss".[54] Director John Moore defended his choice of Kunis saying, "Mila just bowled us over..... She wasn't an obvious choice, but she just wears Mona so well. We needed someone who would not be just a fop or foil to Max; we needed somebody who had to be that character and convey her own agenda. I think Mila just knocked it out of the park."[49] She was nominated for another Teen Choice Award for her role in the film.[55]
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 2009–2012: Film breakthrough and acclaim




In 2009, she appeared in the comedy film Extract with Ben Affleck and Jason Bateman. The film received mostly positive reviews,[56] and grossed $10.8 million at the box office.[57] Roger Ebert, while critical of the film itself, wrote that Kunis "brings her role to within shouting distance of credibility."[58] Director Mike Judge commented that part of what was surprising to learn about Kunis was her ability to make references to the cult animation film Rejected. Judge said: "As beautiful as Mila is, you could believe that maybe she would cross paths with you in the real world."[59] After seeing Kunis perform in Forgetting Sarah Marshall, Judge wanted to cast her in the role of Cindy in Extract: "I just thought, 'Wow, this girl's perfect.' And she really wanted to do it, which was fantastic." Kunis herself stated that "I'm a huge fan of Mike Judge's from Office Space, so I was, like, 'Okay, this is a very easy decision.' I told them I would do anything needed to be in this production– like craft service, or, say, acting."[60]

In 2010, she starred alongside Denzel Washington in the action film The Book of Eli. Although the film received mixed reviews,[61] it performed well at the box office, grossing over $157 million worldwide.[62] Film critic Richard Roeper praised Kunis's performance, calling it a "particularly strong piece of work".[63] Several other reviews were equally positive, including that of Pete Hammond of Boxoffice magazine, who wrote that she's "ideally cast in the key female role"[64] Even reviewers who didn't necessarily like the film complimented her performance, such as James Berardinelli, who wrote that "the demands of the role prove to be within her range, which is perhaps surprising considering she has been thus far pigeonholed into more lightweight parts",[65] and Colin Covert of the Star Tribune, who wrote that she "generated a spark and brought a degree of determination to her character, developing an independent female character who's not always in need of rescuing."[66] Other critics, such as Claudia Puig of USA Today felt she was miscast, noting that "she looked as if she dropped in from a Ray-Ban commercial".[67][68][69] Kunis received another Teen Choice Award nomination for her performance.[70][71] Kunis was also cast in a minor role in the 2010 comedy film Date Night, starring Tina Fey and Steve Carell.[72] She garnered several positive reviews for her performance.[73][74][75] Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune concluded her performance with James Franco helped save the film and gave it "a shot in the arm."[76]

Kunis was nominated for multiple awards, including her first Golden Globe, for the 2010 film Black Swan. She played a rival ballet dancer to the main character, played by Natalie Portman. Director Darren Aronofsky cast Kunis in the film based on her performance in Forgetting Sarah Marshall, and on the recommendation of co-star and close friend Natalie Portman.[24][77] She underwent a training regimen that included cardiovascular exercise, a 1,200-calorie a day diet (she lost 20 pounds that she regained after filming ended), and ballet classes for four hours a day, seven days a week.[1][78][79] During the demanding production, she suffered injuries including a torn ligament and a dislocated shoulder.[80] Black Swan received widespread acclaim from critics[81] and was nominated for five Academy Awards, including Best Picture.[82] The film grossed over $106.9 million in the United States and Canada[83] while grossing over $329 million worldwide.[84] Reviews of Kunis's performance were positive,[85][86][87] with Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter stating, "Kunis makes a perfect alternate to Portman, equally as lithe and dark but a smirk of self-assurance in place of Portman's wide-eyed fearfulness."[88] Guy Lodge of In Contention also praised Kunis, saying, "it's the cool, throaty-voiced Kunis who is the surprise package here, intelligently watching and reflecting her co-star in such a manner that we're as uncertain as Nina of her ingenuousness."[89] Kunis's performance won her the Marcello Mastroianni Award for Best Young Actor or Actress at the 67th Venice International Film Festival,[90] and earned her Golden Globe Award[image: External link][91] and Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] nominations for Best Supporting Actress.[92] At the 37th annual Saturn Awards, she was also honored with the Best Supporting Actress award for her performance.[93]

Kunis was cast alongside Justin Timberlake in the 2011 romantic comedy Friends with Benefits.[94] Director Will Gluck stated that he wrote the story with Kunis and Timberlake in mind.[95] Friends with Benefits achieved success at the box office, grossing over $149 million worldwide,[96] and received mostly positive reviews with critics praising the chemistry between Kunis and Timberlake.[97] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times wrote that "Ms. Kunis is fast proving that she's a gift that keeps giving to mainstream romantic comedy" and "her energy is so invigorating and expansive and her presence so vibrant that she fills the screen".[98]

In 2012, Kunis co-starred with Mark Wahlberg in Ted, her most commercially successful film to date. The film was directed and co-written by Family Guy creator Seth MacFarlane. Kunis played the girlfriend of Wahlberg's character. When MacFarlane first conceived the project, he considered Kunis too young for the role. However, the film remained in development for several years and when it was finally ready to begin production, he ended up casting her.[99] Ted has received generally positive reviews from critics[100] and was a commercial success, grossing $549 million worldwide.[101] Drew McWeeny of HitFix wrote that Kunis "brings some lovely subtle grace notes to a role that easily could have just been 'the pushy girlfriend'".[102]
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 2013–present: Future projects




In 2013, Kunis played Theodora, the youngest of three witches, opposite James Franco, in the Walt Disney Pictures' prequel, Oz the Great and Powerful.[103][104] She dedicated her performance in the film to Margaret Hamilton, the original Wicked Witch of the West in the 1939 film.[105] The film, and Kunis's performance, received mixed reviews from critics.[106] Kim Newman of Empire Magazine wrote that Kunis "walks away with the honours as the wavering witch Theodora, whose heartbreak brings another, less-expected depth to this 3D spectacle".[107] In contrast, Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter found Kunis's performance to be uncertain as her character seemed to be in a state of limbo.[108] Oz the Great and Powerful was a commercial success, grossing over $493 million worldwide.[109]

Also in 2013 Kunis co-starred in the crime thriller Blood Ties with Clive Owen, Billy Crudup[image: External link], and Marion Cotillard.[110] The film premiered at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival and had a limited release in the United States in 2014.[111] Blood Ties received mixed reviews.[112] Kunis was also cast in the comedy The Angriest Man in Brooklyn, alongside Robin Williams and Peter Dinklage.[113] The film had a limited theatrical and VOD release [114] and received poor reviews.[115] The Paul Haggis-directed film Third Person co-starring with Liam Neeson, Olivia Wilde and James Franco[116] premiered at the 2013 Toronto Film Festival[117] and had a limited release in 2014, but also received mostly negative reviews.[118] Kunis' performance was praised by some critics; Deborah Young of The Hollywood Reporter wrote that her role gives her "enormous room to express her talent" and she "gives her story a shot of raw intensity".[119]

Kunis is set to be an executive producer for a feminist-themed TV series for the CW network. Meridian Hills, is a drama about the women's liberation movement in the 1970s. She will not appear on-screen.[120][121][122] In October 2014 it was announced Kunis, along with her partners, had launched a new production company called Orchard Farm Productions. The company has a first-look deal with ABC Studios, where the company is based. Under the agreement, the team will develop and produce TV projects for broadcast and cable.[123]

In 2015, Kunis co-starred with Channing Tatum in the science fiction film Jupiter Ascending, directed by the Wachowskis[image: External link].[124][125] While the film grossed over $183.9 million on a $176 million budget,[126] it received mostly negative reviews, with a consensus that the production was "narratively befuddled" and a "visually thrilling misfire".[127]

Kunis co-starred with Kristen Bell[image: External link] and Christina Applegate in the comedy Bad Moms, which was released July 29, 2016.[128] It received mixed reviews from critics, who praised the cast and humor, though did not feel it could "take full advantage of its assets".[129] Chris Nashawaty from Entertainment Weekly wrote that "Kunis manages to be both sympathetic and funny, and she has crack comedic timing".[130] The film went on to earn more than $183.9 million with a budget of $20 million.[131] Following its financial success, STX Entertainment announced a sequel that reunites Kunis with her co-stars Kristen Bell and Kathryn Hahn. A Bad Moms Christmas is scheduled to be released November 3, 2017.[132] Kunis has also signed on to co-star with Kate McKinnon in the comedy The Spy Who Dumped Me. The film is set to be released July 6, 2018. [133]
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 In the media




In 2007, Kunis participated in a video for the website Funny or Die appearing alongside James Franco. The video was a parody of the MTV show The Hills and was a huge success for the website, with well over one million views.[134] Shawn Levy[image: External link], director of Date Night, stated that part of what made him decide to cast Kunis with James Franco in the film was the chemistry he felt they had in the Funny or Die video.[135] In December 2008, Kunis was featured in Gap's "Shine Your Own Star" Christmas campaign.[136]

In 2010, she was featured in the "Women We Love" segment in Esquire with an accompanied video.[137] Kunis was among several female stars photographed by Canadian singer-songwriter Bryan Adams in conjunction with the Calvin Klein Collections for a feature titled American Women 2010, with the proceeds from the photographs donated to the NYC AIDS foundation.[138] During the summer of 2010 Kunis served with Randy Jackson as the Master of Ceremonies for the 9th Annual Chrysalis Foundation Benefit. The Chrysalis Foundation is a Los Angeles-based non-profit organization formed to help economically disadvantaged and homeless individuals to become self-sufficient through employment opportunities.[139]

GQ magazine named Kunis the Knockout of the Year for 2011,[140] with Men's Health naming her one of the "100 Hottest Women of All-Time".[141] FHM magazine ranked her number 9 on its 2012 Hot 100 list,[142] but she reached number 1 on their 2013 "100 Sexiest Women in the World" list,[143][144] which brought to an end a four-year run by British women.[145]

Prior to this in 2008 Kunis stated, "You've got to base your career on something other than being FHM's top 100 number one girl. Your looks are going to die out, and then what's going to be left?"[11] Maxim has consistently ranked Kunis on its Hot 100 list, reaching a ranking of number 5 in both 2009 and 2011[146] and number 3 in 2012.[147][148] Esquire magazine named her 2012's Sexiest Woman Alive.[149] She ranked #2 on AskMen's list of Top 99 Women for 2013, behind only Jennifer Lawrence.[150] In 2013, she responded to those lists: "All I can say is, I feel honored to be considered sexy."[151]

Christian Dior signed Kunis in 2012 to be the face of its Spring fashion campaign.[152][153] In February 2013, she was named Gemfields global brand ambassador and the face of their advertising campaign.[154] Gemfields is a luxury company that produces emeralds, rubies, and amethysts. She visited Gemfields' mine in Zambia.[155] Kunis appeared wearing Gemfields's Rubies for the world premiere of Jupiter Ascending.[156]

In 2013, she appeared in Forbes list of 100 powerful celebrities, ranking #89 on the basis of five criteria (Money, TV/Radio, Press, Social, and Marketability), with her highest ranking as #14 in marketability. She earned $11 million for the year ending in June 2013.[157]

In 2014, Kunis appeared in a range of global advertising for Beam, Inc. (makers of Jim Beam bourbon).[158]
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 Personal life




On September 14, 2011, the FBI announced it was investigating the alleged hacking of Kunis's cellphone and email accounts, along with those of other celebrities such as Scarlett Johansson and Vanessa Hudgens.[159][160][161] Christopher Chaney from Jacksonville, Florida, later pleaded guilty in federal court to nine counts of computer hacking.[162]

In November 2011, Kunis was escorted by Sgt. Scott Moore to a United States Marine Corps Ball in Greenville, North Carolina. Kunis had accepted Moore's invitation in July after he posted it as a YouTube video while serving with the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, in Afghanistan's Helmand province. The event celebrated the Marine Corps' 236th anniversary.[163]

Kunis supports the Democratic Party[image: External link] and Barack Obama.[164] In a 2012 interview, she criticized the Republican Party[image: External link], saying: "The way that Republicans attack women is so offensive to me. And the way they talk about religion is offensive. I may not be a practicing Jew, but why we gotta talk about Jesus all the time?"[149]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Health




In January 2011, she revealed her struggle with chronic iritis that had caused temporary blindness in one eye. Some months earlier she had surgery that had corrected the problem.[165] Kunis also has heterochromia iridum, a condition in which the irises are different colors. One eye (left) is brown, and the other (right) is green.[143][166]
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 Relationships




Kunis began dating actor Macaulay Culkin in 2002.[167][168] During their relationship, there were rumors of the couple getting married, but Kunis denied them.[169] In an interview with BlackBook magazine, Kunis stated that marriage is "not something that's important to me".[170] Kunis said she tried her best to protect her and Culkin's privacy, noting that "We don't talk about it to the press. It's already more high profile than I want it to be."[171] When asked if it was difficult to stay out of the tabloids and press, Kunis responded: "I keep my personal life as personal as I physically, mentally, possibly can." Asked if that is difficult she said, "I don't care. I will go to my grave trying. It is hard, but I'll end up going to a bar that's a hole in the wall. I won't go to the 'it's-happening' place."[172] On January 3, 2011, Kunis' publicist confirmed reports that Kunis and Culkin had ended their relationship, saying "The split was amicable, and they remain close friends."[167]

Kunis began dating her former That '70s Show co-star Ashton Kutcher in April 2012,[173][174] and they became engaged in February 2014.[175] She gave birth to their daughter Wyatt Isabelle in October 2014.[176][177] Kunis married Kutcher during the first weekend of July 2015, in Oak Glen, California.[178] She gave birth to a son named Dimitri Portwood Kutcher in November 2016.[179]
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 Filmography




Main article: Mila Kunis filmography




	
Piranha (1995)

	
Santa with Muscles (1996)

	
Honey, We Shrunk Ourselves (1997)

	
Krippendorf's Tribe (1998)

	
Get Over It (2001)

	
American Psycho 2 (2002)

	
Tony n' Tina's Wedding (2004)

	
Stewie Griffin: The Untold Story (2005)

	
After Sex (2007)

	
Moving McAllister (2007)

	
Boot Camp (2008)

	
Forgetting Sarah Marshall (2008)

	
Max Payne (2008)

	
Extract (2009)

	
The Book of Eli (2010)

	
Date Night (2010)

	
Black Swan (2010)

	
Friends with Benefits (2011)

	
Ted (2012)

	
Tar (2012)

	
Oz the Great and Powerful (2013)

	
Blood Ties (2013)

	
Third Person (2013)

	
The Angriest Man in Brooklyn (2014)

	
Jupiter Ascending (2015)

	
Bad Moms (2016)
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result
	Ref.



	1999
	Young Artist Awards
	Best Performance in a TV Series – Young Ensemble[image: External link] (shared with cast)
	That '70s Show
	Nominated
	[180]



	2000
	Best Performance in a Comedy Series: Leading Young Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[180]



	2001
	Best Performance in a Comedy Series: Leading Young Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[180]



	2000
	Teen Choice Awards
	TV – Choice Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[180]



	2002
	TV – Choice Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[180]



	2004
	Choice TV Actress – Comedy
	Nominated
	[180]



	2005
	Choice – TV Actress: Comedy[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[180]



	2006
	Choice – TV Actress: Comedy
	Nominated
	[181]



	2006
	Spike Video Game Awards
	Best Supporting Female Performance
	Family Guy Video Game!
	Nominated
	[180]



	2006
	Best Cast[image: External link] (shared with cast)
	Won
	[180]



	2008
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Breakout Female[image: External link]
	Forgetting Sarah Marshall
	Nominated
	[180]



	2009
	Choice Movie Actress: Action Adventure[image: External link]
	Max Payne
	Nominated
	[180]



	2010
	Choice Movie Actress: Action Adventure[image: External link]
	The Book of Eli
	Nominated
	[180]



	2010
	Scream Awards
	Best Science Fiction Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[180]



	2010
	Venice Film Festival[image: External link]
	Marcello Mastroianni Award for Best Young Actress
	Black Swan
	Won
	[90]



	2010
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[182]



	2010
	Screen Actors Guild
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role
	Nominated
	[183]



	2010
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Nominated
	[183]



	2010
	Critics' Choice Movie Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[184]



	2010
	Dallas-Fort Worth Film Critics Association
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[185]



	2010
	Oklahoma Film Critics Circle
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[186]



	2010
	Online Film Critics Society
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[187]



	2011
	Saturn Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[93]



	2011
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Kiss (with Natalie Portman)
	Nominated
	[188]



	2011
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Liplock[image: External link] (with Natalie Portman)
	Nominated
	[189]



	2011
	Choice Movie: Female Scene Stealer
	Nominated
	[189]



	2011
	Choice Female Hottie[image: External link]
	N/A
	Nominated
	[189]



	2011
	Choice Summer Movie Star: Female[image: External link]
	Friends with Benefits
	Nominated
	[190]



	2011
	Scream Awards
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Black Swan
	Won
	[191]



	2012
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Comedic Movie Actress
	Friends with Benefits
	Nominated
	[192]



	2012
	Rembrandt Awards
	Best International Actress
	Nominated
	[193]



	2013
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Actress
	N/A
	Nominated
	[194]



	2013
	Favorite Comedic Movie Actress
	N/A
	Nominated
	[194]



	2013
	Critics' Choice Movie Awards
	Best Actress in a Comedy
	Ted
	Nominated
	[195]



	2013
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Kiss (with Mark Wahlberg)
	Nominated
	[196]



	2013
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[196]



	2013
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Oz the Great and Powerful
	Nominated
	[197]



	2013
	Choice Female Hottie[image: External link]
	N/A
	Nominated
	[198]



	2014
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Villain
	Oz the Great and Powerful
	Won
	[199]



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Jupiter Ascending
	Nominated
	[200]
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The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (Ukrainian SSR or UkrSSR or UkSSR; Ukrainian[image: External link]: Украї́нська Радя́нська Соціалісти́чна Респу́бліка, Украї́нська РСР; Russian[image: External link]: Украи́нская Сове́тская Социалисти́ческая Респу́блика, Украи́нская ССР; see "Name" section below), commonly referred to in English[image: External link] as Ukraine ( i[image: External link]/ju:'kreIn /[image: External link]; Ukrainian[image: External link]: Україна, tr.[image: External link] Ukrayina [ukrɑˈjinɑ][image: External link]), was one of the constituent republics[image: External link] of the Soviet Union[image: External link] from its inception in 1922 to its breakup[image: External link] in 1991. From 1919–22 it was a sovereign state[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. Throughout this period Ukraine was referred to as a Soviet socialist state.[7] It is referred to sometimes as Soviet Ukraine by some historians.[8]

The Ukrainian SSR was a founding member[image: External link] of the United Nations[image: External link],[9] although it was legally represented by the All-Union state in its affairs with countries outside of the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Upon the Soviet Union's dissolution and perestroika[image: External link], the Ukrainian SSR was transformed into the modern nation-state and renamed itself to Ukraine[image: External link],[10] although Ukraine's new constitution[image: External link] was only ratified on 28 June 1996.

Throughout its 72-year history, the republic's borders changed many times, with a significant portion of what is now Western Ukraine[image: External link] being annexed by Soviet forces[image: External link] in 1939 from the Republic of Poland[image: External link], and the addition of Crimea[image: External link] in 1954. From the start, the eastern city of Kharkiv[image: External link] served as the republic's capital. However, in 1934, the seat of government was subsequently moved to the city of Kiev[image: External link], which remained the capital of newly independent Ukraine.

Geographically, the Ukrainian SSR was situated in Eastern Europe[image: External link] to the north of the Black Sea[image: External link], bordered by the Soviet republics of Moldavia[image: External link], Byelorussia[image: External link], and the Russian SFSR[image: External link]. The Ukrainian SSR's border with Czechoslovakia[image: External link] formed the Soviet Union's western-most border point. According to the Soviet Census of 1989[image: External link] the republic had a population of 51,706,746 inhabitants, which fell sharply[image: External link] after the breakup of the Soviet Union.
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	Eastern Bloc[image: External link]



	

Soviet Socialist Republics[image: External link]



	Armenia[image: External link]

	Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	Byelorussia[image: External link]

	Estonia[image: External link]

	Georgia[image: External link]

	Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	Kirghizia[image: External link]

	Latvia[image: External link]

	Lithuania[image: External link]

	Moldavia[image: External link]

	Russian SFSR[image: External link]

	Tajikistan[image: External link]

	Turkmenia[image: External link]

	Ukraine

	Uzbekistan[image: External link]











	

Allied states



	

People's Republic of China[image: External link]

(to 1961[image: External link])



	Hungarian People's Republic[image: External link]

	Polish People's Republic[image: External link]

	Czechoslovak Socialist Republic[image: External link]



Socialist Republic of Romania[image: External link]


	German Democratic Republic[image: External link]




People's Republic of Albania[image: External link]

(to 1961[image: External link])


	People's Republic of Bulgaria[image: External link]

	Republic of Cuba[image: External link]

	Mongolian People's Republic[image: External link]

	Lao People's Democratic Republic[image: External link]

	Socialist Republic of Vietnam[image: External link]

	Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea[image: External link]

	Democratic Republic of Afghanistan[image: External link]

	Republic of Nicaragua[image: External link]











	

Related organizations



	Cominform[image: External link]

	COMECON[image: External link]

	Warsaw Pact[image: External link]



World Federation of

Trade Unions (WFTU)[image: External link]

World Federation of

Democratic Youth (WFDY)[image: External link]









	

Dissent and opposition



Forest Brothers[image: External link]



	in Lithuania[image: External link]

	in Latvia[image: External link]

	in Estonia[image: External link]





Operation "Jungle"[image: External link]



	Ukrainian Insurgent Army[image: External link]

	Goryani movement (Bulgaria)[image: External link]

	Romanian anti-communism[image: External link]

	Polish Cursed Soldiers[image: External link]



1953 uprisings


	in Plzeň[image: External link]

	in East Germany[image: External link]







1956 protests


	in Georgia[image: External link]

	in Poznań[image: External link]








	Hungarian Revolution of 1956[image: External link]

	Novocherkassk massacre (Russia)[image: External link]




1968 events


	Prague Spring[image: External link]

	Invasion of Czechoslovakia[image: External link]

	Red Square demonstration[image: External link]








	Charter 77 (Czechoslovakia)[image: External link]




	Solidarity (Poland)[image: External link]




	Jeltoqsan (Kazakhstan)[image: External link]




	Braşov Rebellion (Romania)[image: External link]




	January Events (Lithuania)[image: External link]




	The Barricades (Latvia)[image: External link]




	April 9 tragedy (Georgia)[image: External link]




	Black January (Azerbaijan)[image: External link]











	

Cold War events



	Marshall Plan[image: External link]




	1948 Czechoslovak coup[image: External link]




	Tito–Stalin split[image: External link]




	Berlin Blockade[image: External link]




	1961 Berlin Wall crisis[image: External link]




	Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link]




	1980 Moscow Olympics[image: External link]











	

Decline



	Singing Revolution[image: External link]




	Polish Round Table Agreement[image: External link]




	Revolutions of 1989[image: External link]




	Fall of the Berlin Wall[image: External link]



January 1991


	in Lithuania[image: External link]

	in Latvia[image: External link]








	Breakup of Yugoslavia[image: External link]




	Yugoslav Wars[image: External link]




	End of the Soviet Union[image: External link]




	Fall of communism in Albania[image: External link]











	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]
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See also: Name of Ukraine[image: External link]


The name "Ukraine" ( Latin[image: External link]: Vkraina) is a subject of debate. It is sometimes perceived as being derived from the Slavic word "kraj", meaning "land" or "border". It was first used to define part of the territory of Kievan Rus'[image: External link] ( Ruthenia[image: External link]) in the 12th century. The name has been used in a variety of ways since the twelfth century.

Within the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth[image: External link], the name carried unofficial status for eastern parts of bigger Kiev Voivodeship[image: External link] and was overshadowed by more common Little Poland.

Since the partition of Poland[image: External link], the name has generally disappeared and was replaced with the Russian colonial name of Little Russia.

The idea of Ukraine as borderland crept in the English language[image: External link] at some point. Since fall of the Soviet Union[image: External link] there is still a debate in the Anglophone world whether it should be Ukraine or the Ukraine.[11] The definite article may imply that it is a land or general geographic area with unidentified borders.[11]
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 History




Further information: Modern history of Ukraine[image: External link]


See also: Ukrainian Soviet Republic[image: External link] and Ukrainian People's Republic of Soviets[image: External link]


After the abdication of the tsar and the start of the process of the destruction of the Russian Empire many people in Ukraine wished to establish a Ukrainian Republic. During a period of civil war from 1917-23 many factions claiming themselves governments of the newly born republic were formed, each with supporters and opponents. The two most prominent of them were the government in Kiev[image: External link] and the government in Kharkiv[image: External link]. The former being the Ukrainian People's Republic[image: External link] and the latter the Ukrainian Soviet Republic[image: External link]. The former was internationally recognized and supported by the Central powers following the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk[image: External link], whereas the latter was solely supported by Soviet Russian forces; and neither by White Russian forces that remained. This conflict known as the Ukrainian–Soviet War[image: External link] was part of the ongoing Russian Civil War[image: External link] and a struggle for national independence, which ended with the Ukrainian People's Republic being annexed into the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic[image: External link] ( Ukrainian[image: External link]: УСРР), western Ukraine being absorbed into the Second Polish Republic[image: External link], and the newly stable Ukraine becoming a founding member of the Soviet Union[image: External link].

This government of the Soviet Ukrainian Republic was founded on 24–25 December 1917. In its publications it names itself either the "Republic of Soviets of Workers', Soldiers', and Peasants' Deputies"[12] or the "Ukrainian People's Republic of Soviets[image: External link]."[13] However, that republic was only recognised by another non-recognised country, the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, and with the signing of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty[image: External link] was ultimately defeated by mid-1918 and eventually dissolved. The last session of the government took place in the city of Taganrog[image: External link]. In July 1918 the former members of the government formed the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine[image: External link], the constituent assembly of which took place in Moscow.

With the defeat of the Central Powers[image: External link] in World War I[image: External link], Bolshevik[image: External link] Russia resumed its hostilities towards the Ukrainian People's Republic[image: External link] fighting for Ukrainian independence and organised another Soviet government in Kursk[image: External link], Russia. On 10 March 1919, according to the 3rd Congress of Soviets in Ukraine (conducted 6–10 March 1919) the name of the state was changed to the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic (abbreviated "УСРР" in Ukrainian as opposed to the later "УРСР").[13]

After the ratification of the 1936 Soviet Constitution[image: External link], the names of all Soviet republics were changed, transposing the second ("socialist") and third ("soviet" or "radianska" in Ukrainian) words. In accordance, on 5 December 1936, the 8th Extraordinary Congress Soviets in Soviet Union changed the name of the republic to the "Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic," which was ratified by the 14th Extraordinary Congress of Soviets in Ukrainian SSR on 31 January 1937.[13]

During its existence, the Ukrainian SSR was commonly referred to as "Ukraine" or "the Ukraine".

On 24 August 1991, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic declared independence and the legal name of the republic was changed to the Ukraine on 17 September 1991. Since the adoption of the Constitution of Ukraine[image: External link] in June 1996, the country became known simply as Ukraine[image: External link], which is the name used to this day.
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 Founding: 1917–1922




After the Russian Revolution of 1917[image: External link], several factions sought to create an independent Ukrainian state, alternately cooperating and struggling against each other. Numerous more or less socialist-oriented factions participated in the formation of the Ukrainian National Republic[image: External link] (UNR) among which were Bolsheviks[image: External link], Mensheviks[image: External link], Socialists-Revolutionaries, and many others. The most popular faction was initially the local Socialist Revolutionary Party[image: External link] that composed the local government together with Federalists and Mensheviks. The Bolsheviks boycotted any government initiatives most of the time, instigating several armed riots in order to establish the Soviet power without any intent for consensus.

Immediately after the October Revolution[image: External link] in Petrograd[image: External link], Bolsheviks instigated the Kiev Bolshevik Uprising[image: External link] to support the Revolution and secure Kiev. Due to a lack of adequate support from the local population and anti-revolutionary Central Rada, however, the Kiev Bolshevik group split. Most moved to Kharkiv[image: External link] and received the support of the eastern Ukrainian cities and industrial centers. Later, this move was regarded as a mistake by some of the People's Commissars[image: External link] (Yevgenia Bosch[image: External link]). They issued an ultimatum to the Central Rada[image: External link] on 17 December to recognise the Soviet regime[image: External link] of which the Rada was very critical. The Bolsheviks convened a separate congress and declared the first Soviet Republic of Ukraine on 24 December 1917 claiming the Central Rada[image: External link] and its supporters outlaws that need to be eradicated. Warfare ensued against the Ukrainian National Republic (UNR) for the installation of the Soviet regime in the country and with the direct support from Soviet Russia[image: External link] the Ukrainian National forces were practically overran. The government of Ukraine appealed to foreign capitalists, finding the support in the face of the Central Powers as the others refused to recognise it. After the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk[image: External link], the Russian SFSR[image: External link] yielded all the captured Ukrainian territory as the Bolsheviks were forced out of Ukraine. The government of the Soviet Ukraine was dissolved after its last session on 20 November 1918.

After re-taking Kharkiv in February 1919, a second Soviet Ukrainian government was formed, consisting mostly of Russians, Jews, and non-Ukrainians. The government enforced Russian policies that did not adhere to local needs. 3,000 workers were dispatched from Russia to take grain from local farms by force if necessary to feed Russian cities, and were met with resistance. The Ukrainian language was also censured from administrative and educational use. Eventually fighting both White forces in the east and republic forces in the west, Lenin ordered the liquidation of the second Soviet Ukrainian government in August 1919.[14]

Eventually, after the creation of the Communist Party (Bolshevik) of Ukraine[image: External link] in Moscow, a third Ukrainian Soviet government was formed on 21 December 1919 that initiated new hostilities against Ukrainian nationalists as they lost their military support from the defeated Central Powers. Eventually, the Red Army[image: External link] ended up controlling much of the Ukrainian territory after the Polish-Soviet Peace of Riga[image: External link]. On 30 December 1922, along with the Russian[image: External link], Byelorussian[image: External link], and Transcaucasian[image: External link] republics, the Ukrainian SSR was one of the founding members of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics[image: External link] (USSR).
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  Interwar years: 1922–1939




In 1932, the aggressive agricultural policies of Joseph Stalin[image: External link]'s regime resulted in one of the largest national catastrophes in the modern history for the Ukrainian nation. A famine known as the Holodomor[image: External link] caused a direct loss of human life estimated between 2.6 million[15][16] to 10 million.[17] Some scholars and "International Commission of Inquiry Into the 1932–33 Famine in Ukraine[image: External link]"[18] state that this was an act of genocide[image: External link], while other scholars state that the catastrophe was caused by gross mismanagement and failure to collectivise on a voluntary basis.[citation needed[image: External link]]. The General Assembly of the UN has stopped shy of recognizing Holodomor as genocide, calling it great tragedy as a compromise between tense positions of UK, USA, Russia and Ukraine on the matter, while many nations went on individually to accepted it as such.

Between 1934 and 1939 prominent representatives of Ukrainian culture were executed[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 World War II: 1939–1945




Main article: Ukraine in World War II[image: External link]


Further information: Reichskommissariat Ukraine[image: External link]


In September 1939, the Soviet Union invaded Poland[image: External link] and occupied Galician[image: External link] lands inhabited by Ukrainians, Poles and Jews adding it to the territory of the Ukrainian SSR. In 1945, these lands were permanently annexed, and the Transcarpathia[image: External link] region was added as well, by treaty with the post-war administration of Czechoslovakia. Following eastward Soviet retreat in 1941, Ufa[image: External link] became the wartime seat of the Soviet Ukrainian government.
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 Post-war years: 1945–1953




While World War II[image: External link] (called the Great Patriotic War[image: External link] by the Soviet government) did not end before May 1945, the Germans were driven out of Ukraine between February 1943 and October 1944. The first task of the Soviet authorities was to reestablish political control over the republic which had been entirely lost during the war. This was an immense task, considering the widespread human and material losses. During World War II the Soviet Union lost around 11 million combatants and around 7 million civilians, of these, 4.1 million and 1.4 were Ukrainian civilians and military personnel. Also, an estimated 3.9 million Ukrainians were evacuated to the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic[image: External link] during the war, and 2.2 million Ukrainians were sent to forced labour camps by the Germans.

The material devastation was huge; Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s orders to create "a zone of annihilation" in 1943, coupled with the Soviet military's scorched-earth[image: External link] policy in 1941, meant Ukraine lay in ruins. These two policies led to the destruction of 28 thousand villages and 714 cities and towns. 85 percent of Kiev[image: External link]'s city centre was destroyed, as was 70 percent of the city centre of the second-largest city in Ukraine, Kharkiv[image: External link]. Because of this, 19 million people were left homeless after the war.[19] The republic's industrial base, as so much else, was destroyed.[20] The Soviet government had managed to evacuate 544 industrial enterprises between July and November 1941, but the rapid German advance led to the destruction or the partial destruction of 16,150 enterprises. 27,910 thousand collective farms[image: External link], 1,300 machine tractor stations and 872 state farms were destroyed by the Germans.[21]

While the war brought to Ukraine an enormous physical destruction, victory also led to territorial expansion. As a victor, the Soviet Union gained new prestige and more land. The Ukrainian border was expanded to the Curzon Line[image: External link]. Ukraine was also expanded southwards, near the area Izmail[image: External link], previously part of Romania[image: External link].[21] An agreement was signed by the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia[image: External link] whereby Carpathian Ruthenia[image: External link] was handed over to Ukraine.[22] The territory of Ukraine expanded by 167,000 square kilometres (64,500 sq mi) and increased its population by an estimated 11 million.[23]

After World War II, amendments to the Constitution of the Ukrainian SSR were accepted, which allowed it to act as a separate subject of international law[image: External link] in some cases and to a certain extent, remaining a part of the Soviet Union at the same time. In particular, these amendments allowed the Ukrainian SSR to become one of founding members of the United Nations (UN) together with the Soviet Union and the Byelorussian SSR[image: External link]. This was part of a deal with the United States[image: External link] to ensure a degree of balance in the General Assembly[image: External link], which, the USSR opined, was unbalanced in favor of the Western Bloc. In its capacity as a member of the UN, the Ukrainian SSR was an elected member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] in 1948–1949 and 1984–1985.
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 Khrushchev and Brezhnev: 1953–1985




When Stalin died on 5 March 1953 the collective leadership[image: External link] of Khrushchev, Georgy Malenkov[image: External link], Vyacheslav Molotov[image: External link] and Lavrentiy Beria[image: External link] took power and a period of de-Stalinisation[image: External link] began.[24] Change came as early as 1953, when officials were allowed to criticise Stalin's policy of russification[image: External link]. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine[image: External link] (CPU) openly criticised Stalin's russification policies in a meeting in June 1953. On 4 June 1953, Oleksii Kyrychenko[image: External link] succeeded Leonid Melnikov[image: External link] as First Secretary of the CPU; this was significant since Kyrychenko was the first ethnic Ukrainian to lead the CPU since the 1920s. The policy of de-Stalinisation took two main features, that of centralisation and decentralisation from the centre. In February 1954 the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic[image: External link] (RSFSR) transferred Crimea[image: External link] as a gift to Ukraine from the Russians; even if only 22 percent of the Crimean population were ethnic Ukrainian.[25] 1954 also witnessed the massive state-organised celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Treaty of Pereyaslav[image: External link]; the treaty which brought Ukraine under Russian rule three centuries before. The event was celebrated to prove the old and brotherly love between Ukrainians and Russians, and proof of the Soviet Union as a "family of nations"; it was also another way of legitimising Marxism–Leninism[image: External link].[26]

The "Thaw"[image: External link] – the policy of deliberate liberalisation – was characterised by four points: amnesty for all those convicted of state crime during the war or the immediate post-war years; amnesties for one-third of those convicted of state crime during Stalin's rule; the establishment of the first Ukrainian mission to the United Nations[image: External link] in 1958; and the steady increase of Ukrainians in the rank of the CPU and government of the Ukrainian SSR. Not only were the majority of CPU Central Committee and Politburo members ethnic Ukrainians, three-quarters of the highest ranking party and state officials were ethnic Ukrainians too. The policy of partial Ukrainisation[image: External link] also led to a cultural thaw within Ukraine.[26]

In October 1964, Khrushchev was deposed by a joint Central Committee and Politburo plenum and succeeded by another collective leadership, this time led by Leonid Brezhnev[image: External link], born in Ukraine, as First Secretary and Alexei Kosygin[image: External link] as Chairman[image: External link] of the Council of Ministers[image: External link].[27] Brezhnev's rule would be marked by social and economic stagnation, a period often referred to as the Era of Stagnation[image: External link].[28] The new regime introduced the policy of rastsvet, sblizhenie and sliianie ("flowering", "drawing together" and "merging"/"fusion"), which was the policy of uniting the different Soviet nationalities into one Soviet nationality by merging the best elements of each nationality into the new one. This policy turned out to be, in fact, the reintroduction of the russification policy.[29] The reintroduction of this policy can be explained by Khrushchev's promise of communism in 20 years[image: External link]; the unification of Soviet nationalities would take place, according to Vladimir Lenin[image: External link], when the Soviet Union reached the final stage of communism, also the final stage of human development[image: External link]. Some all-Union Soviet officials were calling for the abolition of the "pseudosovereign" Soviet republics, and the establishment of one nationality. Instead of introducing the ideologic concept of the Soviet Nation, Brezhnev at the 24th Party Congress[image: External link] talked about "a new historical community of people – the Soviet people",[29] and introduced the ideological tenant of Developed socialism[image: External link], which postponed communism.[30] When Brezhnev died in 1982[image: External link], he was succeeded by Yuri Andropov[image: External link], who died quickly after taking power. Andropov was succeeded by Konstantin Chernenko[image: External link], who ruled for little more than a year. Chernenko was succeeded by Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] in 1985.[31]
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 Gorbachev and dissolution: 1985–1991




Gorbachev's policies of perestroika[image: External link] and glasnost[image: External link] (English: restructuring and openess) failed to reach Ukraine as early as other Soviet republics because of Volodymyr Shcherbytsky[image: External link], a conservative communist appointed by Brezhnev and the First Secretary of the Ukrainian Communist Party, who resigned from his post in 1989.[32] The Chernobyl disaster[image: External link] of 1986, the russification policies, and the apparent social and economic stagnation led several Ukrainians to oppose Soviet rule. Gorbachev's policy of perestroika was also never introduced into practice, 95 percent of industry and agriculture was still owned by the Soviet state in 1990. The talk of reform, but the lack of introducing reform into practice, led to confusion which in turn evolved into opposition to the Soviet state itself.[33] The policy of glasnost, which ended state censorship[image: External link], led the Ukrainian diaspora[image: External link] to reconnect with their compatriots in Ukraine, the revitalisation of religious practices by destroying the monopoly[image: External link] of the Russian Orthodox Church[image: External link] and led to the establishment of several opposition pamphlets, journals and newspapers.[34]

Following the failed August Coup[image: External link] in Moscow[image: External link] on 19–21 August 1991, the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR[image: External link] declared independence on 24 August 1991, which renamed the Ukrainian SSR to Ukraine[image: External link]. The result of the 1991 independence referendum[image: External link] held on 1 December 1991 proved to be a surprise. An overwhelming majority, 92.3%, voted for independence. The referendum carried in the majority of all oblasts. Notably, the Crimea[image: External link], which had originally been a territory of the RSFSR until 1954, supported the referendum by a 54 percent majority. Over 80 percent of the population of Eastern Ukraine[image: External link] voted for independence. Ukraine's independence from the Soviet Union led to an almost immediate recognition from the international community. Ukraine's new-found independence was the first time in the 20th century that Ukrainian independence had not been attempted without either foreign intervention or civil war. In the 1991 Ukrainian presidential election[image: External link] 62 percent of Ukrainians voted for Leonid Kravchuk[image: External link].[35] The secession of the second most powerful republic in the Soviet Union ended any realistic chance of the Soviet Union staying together even on a limited scale. The Soviet Union formally dissolved three weeks after Ukraine's secession.
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 Politics and government




Further information: Politics of the Soviet Union[image: External link] and Leaders of Soviet Ukraine[image: External link]


The Ukraine's system of government was based on a one-party[image: External link] communist[image: External link] system ruled by the Communist Party of Ukraine[image: External link], a part of the Communist Party of Soviet Union (KPSS). The republic was one of 15 constituent republics composing the Soviet Union from its entry into the union in 1922 till its dissolution in 1991. All of the political power and authority in the USSR was in the hands of Communist Party authorities, with little real power being concentrated in official government bodies and organs. In such a system, lower-level authorities directly reported to higher level authorities and so on, with the bulk of the power being held at the highest echelons of the Communist Party.[36]

Originally, the legislative authority was vested in the Central Executive Committee of Ukraine[image: External link] that for many years was headed by Grigoriy Petrovsky[image: External link]. Soon after publishing the Stalin Constitution[image: External link], the Central Executive Committee was transformed into the Supreme Soviet[image: External link], which consisted of 450 deputies.[note 1] The Supreme Soviet had the authority to enact legislation, amend the constitution[image: External link], adopt new administrative and territorial boundaries, adopt the budget, and establish political and economic development plans.[37] In addition, parliament also had to authority to elect the republic's executive branch, the Council of Ministers[image: External link] as well as the power to appoint judges to the Supreme Court. Legislative sessions were short and were conducted for only a few weeks out of the year. In spite of this, the Supreme Soviet elected the Presidium, the Chairman[image: External link], 3 deputy chairmen, a secretary, and couple of other government members to carry out the official functions and duties in between legislative sessions.[37] The Presidium was a powerful position in the republic's higher echelons of power, and could nominally be considered the equivalent of head of state[image: External link],[37] although most executive authority would be concentrated in the Communist Party's politburo[image: External link] and its First Secretary.

Full universal suffrage[image: External link] was granted for all eligible citizens aged 18 and over, excluding prisoners and those deprived of freedom. Although they could not be considered free and were of a symbolic nature, elections to the Supreme Soviet were contested every five years. Nominees from electoral districts from around the republic, typically consisting of an average of 110,000 inhabitants, were directly chosen by party authorities,[37] providing little opportunity for political change, since all political authority was directly subordinate to the higher level above it.

With the beginning of Soviet President[image: External link] Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link]'s perestroika[image: External link] reforms towards the mid-late 1980s, electoral reform laws were passed in 1989, liberalising the nominating procedures and allowing multiple candidates to stand for election in a district. Accordingly, the first relatively free elections[image: External link][38] in the Ukrainian SSR were contested in March 1990. 111 deputies from the Democratic Bloc[image: External link], a loose association of small pro-Ukrainian and pro-sovereignty parties and the instrumental People's Movement of Ukraine[image: External link] (colloquially known as Rukh in Ukrainian) were elected to the parliament.[39] Although the Communist Party retained its majority with 331 deputies, large support for the Democratic Bloc demonstrated the people's distrust of the Communist authorities, which would eventually boil down to Ukrainian independence in 1991.

Ukraine is the legal successor of the Ukrainian SSR and it stated to fulfill "those rights and duties pursuant to international agreements of Union SSR which do not contradict the Constitution of Ukraine[image: External link] and interests of the Republic" on 5 October 1991.[40] After Ukrainian independence[image: External link] the Ukrainian SSR's parliament was changed from Supreme Soviet to its current name Verkhovna Rada[image: External link], the Verkhovna Rada is still Ukraine's parliament.[6][41] Ukraine also has refused to recognize exclusive Russian claims to succession of the Soviet Union and claimed such status for Ukraine as well, which was stated in Articles 7 and 8 of On Legal Succession of Ukraine[image: External link], issued in 1991. Following independence, Ukraine has continued to pursue claims against the Russian Federation[image: External link] in foreign courts, seeking to recover its share of the foreign property that was owned by the Soviet Union. It also retained its seat in the United Nations[image: External link], held since 1945.
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 Foreign relations




See also: Foreign relations of Ukraine[image: External link] and International membership of Ukraine[image: External link]


On the international front, the Ukrainian SSR, along with the rest of the 15 republics, virtually had no say in their own foreign affairs. It is, however, important to note that in 1944 the Ukrainian SSR was permitted to establish bilateral relations with countries and maintain its own standing army.[36] This clause was used to permit the republic's membership in the United Nations[image: External link]. Accordingly, representatives from the "Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic" and 50 other nations founded the UN on 24 October 1945. In effect, this provided the Soviet Union (a permanent Security Council[image: External link] member with veto powers) with another vote in the General Assembly[image: External link].[note 2] The latter aspect of the 1944 clauses, however, was never fulfilled and the republic's defense matters were managed by the Soviet Armed Forces[image: External link] and the Defense Ministry. Another right that was granted but never used until 1991 was the right of the Soviet republics to secede from the union,[42] which was codified in each of the Soviet constitutions[image: External link]. Accordingly, Article 69 of the Constitution of the Ukrainian SSR stated: "The Ukrainian SSR retains the right to willfully secede from the USSR."[43] However, a republic's theoretical secession from the union was virtually impossible and unrealistic[36] in many ways until after Gorbachev's perestroika reforms.

The Ukrainian SSR was a member of the UN Economic and Social Council[image: External link], UNICEF[image: External link], International Labour Organization[image: External link], Universal Postal Union[image: External link], World Health Organization[image: External link], UNESCO[image: External link], International Telecommunication Union[image: External link], United Nations Economic Commission for Europe[image: External link], World Intellectual Property Organization[image: External link] and the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link]. It was not separately a member of the Warsaw Pact[image: External link], Comecon[image: External link], the World Federation of Trade Unions[image: External link] and the World Federation of Democratic Youth[image: External link].
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 Administrative divisions




Main article: Administrative divisions of the Ukrainian SSR[image: External link]


Although, technically speaking, the Soviet Union and the fifteen republics that formed it constituted a federal system[image: External link], it was also very much a centralised state, with major decision-making taking place at the Kremlin[image: External link], the capital and seat of government of the country. The constituent republic were essentially unitary states[image: External link], with lower levels of power being directly subordinate to higher ones. Throughout its 72-year existence, the administrative divisions of the Ukrainian SSR changed numerous times, often incorporating regional reorganisation and annexation on the part of Soviet authorities during World War II.

The most common administrative division was the oblast[image: External link] (province), of which there were 25 upon the republic's independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. Provinces were further subdivided into raions[image: External link] (districts) which numbered 490. The rest of the administrative division within the provinces consisted of cities, urban-type settlements[image: External link], and villages. Cities in the Ukrainian SSR were a separate exception, which could either be subordinate to either the provincial authorities themselves or the district authorities of which they were the administrative center. Two cities, the capital Kiev[image: External link], and Sevastopol[image: External link] in Crimea, treated separately because it housed an underground nuclear submarine base, were designated "cities with special status." This meant that they were directly subordinate to the central Ukrainian SSR authorities and not the provincial authorities surrounding them.
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However, the history of administrative divisions in the republic was not so clear cut. At the end of the World War I[image: External link] in 1918, Ukraine was invaded by the Soviet Russia[image: External link] as the Russian puppet government of the Ukrainian SSR and without official declaration it ignited the Ukrainian–Soviet War[image: External link]. Government of the Ukrainian SSR[image: External link] from very beginning was managed by the Communist Party of Ukraine[image: External link] that was created in Moscow[image: External link] and was originally formed out of the Bolsheviks organization centers in Ukraine. Occupying the eastern city of Kharkiv[image: External link], the Soviet forces chose it as the republic's seat of government, colloquially named in the media as "Kharkov – Pervaya Stolitsa (the first capital)" with implication to the era of Soviet regime[image: External link].[44] Kharkiv was also the city where the first Soviet Ukrainian government was created in 1917 with strong support from Russian SFSR authorities. However, in 1934, the capital was moved from Kharkiv to Kiev[image: External link], which remains the capital of Ukraine today, although at first Kharkiv retained some government offices and buildings for some time after the move.

During the 1930s, there were significant numbers of ethnic minorities living within the Ukrainian SSR. National Districts were formed as separate territorial-administrative units within higher-level provincial authorities. Districts were established for the republic's three largest minority groups, which were the Jews[image: External link], Russians[image: External link], and Poles[image: External link].[45] Other ethnic groups, however, were allowed to petition the government for their own national autonomy. In 1924 on the territory of Ukrainian SSR was formed the Moldavian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic[image: External link]. Upon the 1940 conquest of Bessarabia and Bukovina by Soviet troops the Moldavian ASSR was passed to the newly formed Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic[image: External link], while Budzhak[image: External link] and Bukovina were secured by the Ukrainian SSR. In 1920s the Ukrainian SSR was forced to cede several territories to Russia in Severia[image: External link], Sloboda Ukraine[image: External link] and Azov littoral including such cities like Belgorod[image: External link], Taganrog[image: External link] and Starodub[image: External link].

Upon signing of the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact[image: External link], Nazi Germany and Soviet Union partitioned Poland[image: External link] and its Eastern Borderlands were secured by the Soviet buffer republics with Ukraine securing the territory of Eastern Galicia. The Soviet September Polish campaign in Soviet propaganda was portrayed as the Golden September for Ukrainian as unification of Ukrainian lands on both banks of Zbruch River[image: External link].
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Further information: Economy of the Soviet Union[image: External link]
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In 1945, agriculture was only 40 percent of the 1940 level, even though the republic's territorial expansion had "increased the amount of arable land[image: External link]."[46] In contrast to the remarkable growth in the industrial sector,[47] agriculture continued in Ukraine, as in the rest of the Soviet Union, the economy's achilles heel[image: External link]. Despite the human losses which had taken place during the Collectivisation of agriculture[image: External link] in the Soviet Union, but especially Ukraine, Soviet planners still believed in the strength of collective farming. The old system was reestablished; the numbers of collective farms in Ukraine increased from 28 thousand in 1940 to 33 thousand in 1949, literally 45 million hectares, the numbers of state farms barely increased, standing at 935 in 1950, which stood at 12.1 million hectares. By the end of the Fourth Five-Year Plan[image: External link] (in 1950) and the Fifth Five-Year Plan[image: External link] (in 1955), agricultural output was still far lower than the 1940 level. The slow changes in agriculture can be explained by the low productivity in collective farms, and bad weather conditions in which the Soviet planning system could not effectively respond to. Grain for human consumption in the post-war years decreased, this in turn led to frequent and severe food shortages.[48]

The increase of agricultural production[image: External link] was tremendous, however, the Soviet-Ukrainians still experienced food shortages due to the inefficiencies of a highly centralised economy[image: External link]. During the peak of Soviet-Ukrainian agriculture output in the 1950s and early-to-mid-1960s, human consumption in Ukraine, and the rest of the Soviet Union[image: External link], actually experienced short intervals of decrease. There are many reasons for this inefficiency, but its origins can be traced back to the one purchaser and producer market system[image: External link] created by Joseph Stalin[image: External link].[49] Khrushchev tried to improve the agricultural situation in the Soviet Union by expanding the total crop size, for instance, in the Ukrainian SSR alone "the amount of land planted with corn grew by 600 percent." At the height of this policy, between 1959 and 1963, one-third of Ukrainian arable land[image: External link] was planted with such a crop. This policy decreased the total production of wheat[image: External link] and rye[image: External link]; this was anticipated by Khrushchev, and the production of wheat and rye was moved to Soviet Central Asia[image: External link] as part of the Virgin Land Campaign[image: External link]. Khrushchev's agricultural policy was a failure, and in 1963, the Soviet Union was forced to import food from abroad. The total level of agricultural productivity in Ukraine decreased sharply during this period, but recovered in the 1970s and 1980s during Leonid Brezhnev[image: External link]'s rule.[27]
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During the post-war[image: External link] years, Ukraine's industrial productivity had doubled its pre-war level.[50] In 1945, industrial output was only 26 percent of the 1940 level. The Soviet regime, which still believed in the planned economy[image: External link], introduced the Fourth Five-Year Plan in 1946. The Fourth Five-Year Plan would prove to be a remarkable success, and can be likened to the "wonders of West German[image: External link] and Japanese reconstruction", but without foreign capital; The Soviet reconstruction is historically an impressive achievement. In 1950 industrial gross output had already surpassed 1940-levels. While the Soviet regime still put more emphasis on heavy industry[image: External link] over light industry[image: External link], the light industry sector all witnessed good growth ratings. The increase in capital investment and the expansion of the labour force, also benefited Ukraine's economic recovery. In the prewar years, 15.9 percent of the Soviet budget was used on Ukraine, in 1950, during the Fourth Five-Year Plan this had increased to 19.3 percent. The workforce had increased from 1.2 million in 1945 to 2.9 million in 1955; a increase of 33.2 percent over the 1940-level.[46] The end result of this remarkable growth was that by 1955 Ukraine was producing 2.2 times more than in 1940, and the republic was already one of the leading producers of certain commodities in Europe. Ukraine was the largest per capita producer in Europe of pig iron[image: External link] and sugar[image: External link], and the second-largest per capita producer of the smelting of steel and the mining of iron ore[image: External link], and was the third largest per capita producer of the mining of coal[image: External link], in Europe.[48]

From 1965 until the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link], the industrial growth in Ukraine decreased, and by the 1970s, it started to stagnate[image: External link]. Significant economic decline did not become apparent before the 1970s. During the Fifth Five-Year Plan[image: External link] (1951–1955), industrial development in Ukraine grew by 13.5 percent, while, during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan[image: External link] (1981–1985) industry grew by a modest 3.5 percent. The double digit growth seen in all branches of the economy in the post-war[image: External link] years, had by the 1980s disappeared, and entirely replaced by low growth figures. An ongoing problem throughout the republic's existence was the planner's emphasis on heavy industry over consumer goods[image: External link].[50]

The urbanisation[image: External link] of Ukrainian society in the post-war years led to an increase in energy consumption[image: External link]. Between 1956 and 1972, to meet this increasing demand, the government built five water reservoirs[image: External link] along the Dnieper River[image: External link]. Aside from improving Soviet-Ukrainian water transport[image: External link], the reservoirs became the site for new power stations[image: External link], and hydroelectric energy[image: External link] flourished in Ukraine because of it. The gas industry[image: External link] flourished as well, and Ukraine became the site of the first post-war production of gas in the Soviet Union; by the 1960s Ukraine's biggest gas field was producing 30 percent of the USSR's total gas production. The government was not able to meet the people's ever increasing demand for energy consumption, but by the 1970s, the Soviet government had conceived an intensive nuclear power program. According to the Eleventh Five-Year Plan, the Soviet government would build 8 nuclear power plants[image: External link] by the 1980s in Ukraine. As a result of these efforts, Ukraine became highly diversified in energy consumption.[49]
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Main article: Religion in the Soviet Union


Many churches and synagogues were destroyed during the existence of the Ukrainian SSR.[51]
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Urbanisation in post-Stalin Ukraine grew quickly; in 1959 only 25 cities in Ukraine had populations over one hundred thousand, by 1979 the number had grown to 49. During the same period, the growth of cities with a population over one million increased from one to five; Kiev alone nearly doubled its population, from 1.1 million in 1959 to 2.1 million in 1979. This proved a turning point in Ukrainian society: for the first time in Ukraine's history, the majority of ethnic Ukrainians lived in urban areas; 53 percent of the ethnic Ukrainian population did so in 1979. The majority worked in the non-agricultural sector, in 1970 31 percent of Ukrainians engaged in agriculture, in contrast, 63 percent of Ukrainians were industrial workers and white-collar staff. In 1959 37 percent of Ukrainians lived in urban areas, in 1989 the proportion had increased to 60 percent.[52] In contrast to what many believed, the number of those claiming the Ukrainian language as their mother tongue[image: External link] did not sharply decrease with the urbanisation campaign.[53] A Soviet study in the 1970s and 1980s demonstrated that, for Ukrainians, the language had less importance for Ukrainian identity than did the geographical boundaries of the Ukrainian SSR and its material culture. According to political scientist Bohdan Krawchenko[image: External link], the Soviet policy of urbanisation and russification[image: External link] actually strengthened Ukrainian national identity.[54]
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Ukrainians








	Ukrainians Українці



	Total population



	
c. 42–59 million [1][2]




	Regions with significant populations



	
  Ukraine[image: External link] 37,541,693[3]




	
  Russia[image: External link]

	1,927,988 (2010)[4]




	
  Canada[image: External link]

	1,251,170[nb 1][5]




	 United States[image: External link]
	939,759[nb 1][6]




	
  Brazil[image: External link]

	500,000[nb 1][7]




	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	375,000[nb 1][8]




	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	313,698 (2012)[9]




	
  Argentina[image: External link]

	300,000[nb 1][10][11]




	
  Italy[image: External link]

	230,728[12]




	
  Germany[image: External link]

	229,510[13][14]




	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	159,000[15]




	 Czech Republic[image: External link]
	126,613[16]




	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	104,720 – 128,100[nb 1][17][18]




	
  France[image: External link]

	98,000[19][20][21]




	
  Spain[image: External link]

	88,207[22]




	
  Portugal[image: External link]

	52,293[23]




	
  Poland[image: External link]

	51,000 (2011)[24]




	
  Romania[image: External link]

	51,703[25]




	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	45,699[26]




	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	23,256[27]




	Languages



	
Ukrainian[image: External link], Russian[image: External link][28][29]




	Religion



	


	Of the population (within Ukraine[image: External link])[30]


	
Eastern Orthodoxy[image: External link] – 65.4%; (comprising Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Kiev Patriarchate)[image: External link] – 25.0%, Simply Orthodox – 23.2%, Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate)[image: External link] – 15.0%, Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church[image: External link] – 1.8%)

	
Ukrainian (Greek) Catholic Church[image: External link] – 6.5%

	
Roman Catholic[image: External link] – 1.0%

	
Protestant[image: External link] – 1.9%

	Others – 1.7%

	Not Affiliated – 16.3%









	Related ethnic groups



	Other East Slavs[image: External link] ( Rusyns[image: External link], Belarusians[image: External link], and Russians[image: External link])




Ukrainians ( Ukrainian[image: External link]: українці, ukrayintsi, [ukrɑˈjinʲtsʲi][image: External link]) are an East Slavic[image: External link] ethnic group[image: External link] native to Ukraine[image: External link], which is by total population the sixth-largest nation in Europe[image: External link].[31] The Constitution of Ukraine[image: External link] applies the term 'Ukrainians' to all its citizens. Also among historical names of the people of Ukraine, Rusyns (Ruthenians), Cossacks[image: External link], etc. can be found. According to most dictionary definitions, a descriptive name for the " inhabitants[image: External link] of Ukraine" is Ukrainian or Ukrainian people.[32] Rusyns[image: External link] are another related group found in western Ukraine, which are frequently referred to as being an ethnic subgroup of Ukrainians. The Rusyns are also further divided into subgroups of tribes consisiting of the Hutsuls[image: External link], Boykos[image: External link], and Lemkos[image: External link].
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Further information: Name of Ukraine[image: External link]


The ethnonym[image: External link] Ukrainians became widely accepted only in the 20th century after their territory obtained distinctive statehood in 1917[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] From the 14th to the 16th centuries, the Western portions of the European part of what is now known as Russia[image: External link], the territories of northern Ukraine[image: External link] and Belarus[image: External link] (Western Rus'[image: External link]) were largely known as Rus', continuing the tradition of Kievan Rus'[image: External link]. People of these territories were usually called Rus[image: External link] or Rusyns[image: External link] (known as Ruthenians in Western[image: External link] and Central Europe[image: External link]).[33][34] The Ukrainian language[image: External link] appeared in the 14th – 16th centuries (with some prototypical features already evident in the 11th century), but at that time, it was mostly known[citation needed[image: External link]] as Ruthenian[image: External link], like its brothers. In the 16th – 17th centuries, with the establishment of the Zaporizhian Sich[image: External link], the notion of Ukraine[image: External link] as a separate country with a separate ethnic identity came into being.[35] However, the ethnonym Ukrainians and the linguonym Ukrainian were used only occasionally, and the people of Ukraine[image: External link] usually continued to call themselves and their language Ruthenian. After the decline of the Zaporizhian Sich[image: External link] and the establishment of Imperial Russian[image: External link] hegemony in Ukraine, Ukrainians became more widely known by the Russian regional name, Little Russians (Malorossy), with the majority of Ukrainian élites espousing Little Russian identity[image: External link].[36][37][38][39] This official name (usually regarded now[citation needed[image: External link]] as colonial and humiliating) did not spread widely among the peasantry which constituted the majority of the population.[40] Ukrainian peasants still referred to their country as Ukraine (a name associated with the Zaporizhian Sich[image: External link], with the Hetmanate[image: External link] and with their struggle against Poles, Russians, Turks and Crimean Tatars) and to themselves and their language as Ruthenians[image: External link]/ Ruthenian[image: External link].[38][39][need quotation to verify[image: External link]] With the publication of Ivan Kotliarevsky[image: External link]'s Eneyida (Aeneid) in 1798, which established the modern Ukrainian language[image: External link], and with the subsequent Romantic revival of national traditions and culture, the ethnonym Ukrainians and the notion of a Ukrainian language[image: External link] came into more prominence at the beginning of the 19th century and gradually replaced the words "Rusyns" and "Ruthenian(s)". In areas outside the control of the Russian/Soviet state until the mid-20th century (Western Ukraine[image: External link]), Ukrainians were known by their pre-existing names for much longer.[37][38][39][41] The appellation Ukrainians initially came into common usage in Central Ukraine[42][43] and did not take hold in Galicia[image: External link] and Bukovyna[image: External link] until the latter part of the 19th century, in Transcarpathia[image: External link] until the 1930s, and in the Prešov Region[image: External link] until the late 1940s.[36][44][45][46]

The modern name[image: External link] ukrayintsi (Ukrainians) derives from Ukrayina ( Ukraine[image: External link]), a name first documented in 1187.[47] Several scientific theories attempt to explain the etymology of the term.

According to the traditional theory (especially predominant in Russia), it derives from the Proto-Slavic root *kraj-, which has two meanings, one meaning the homeland as in "nash rodnoi kraj" (our homeland), and the other "edge, border", and originally had the sense of "periphery", "borderland" or "frontier region" etc.[48][49][50]

According to some new alternative Ukrainian historians such as Hryhoriy Pivtorak, Vitaly Sklyarenko and other scholars, translate the term "u-kraine" as "in-land", "home-land" or "our-country".[48] The name in this context derives from the word "u-kraina" in the sense of "domestic region", "domestic land" or "country" (inside the country).[51][52][53]

In the last few centuries the population of Ukraine experienced periods of Polonization[image: External link] and Russification[image: External link], but preserved a common culture and a sense of common identity.[54][55]
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	Part of a series[image: External link] on



	Ukrainians



	Diaspora[image: External link]



	see

Template:Ukrainian diaspora[image: External link]



	Closely-related peoples



	
East Slavs[image: External link] (parent group)

Boykos[image: External link] · Hutsuls[image: External link] · Lemkos[image: External link] · Rusyns[image: External link]

Poleszuks[image: External link] · Kuban Cossacks[image: External link]

Pannonian Rusyns[image: External link]




	Culture[image: External link]



	
Architecture[image: External link] · Art[image: External link] · Cinema[image: External link] · Cuisine[image: External link]
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Main article: Ukrainian diaspora[image: External link]


Most ethnic Ukrainians live in Ukraine[image: External link], where they make up over three-quarters of the population. The largest population of ethnic Ukrainians outside of Ukraine lives in Russia[image: External link] where about 1.9 million Russian citizens consider themselves ethnic Ukrainians, while millions of others (primarily in southern Russia[image: External link] and Siberia[image: External link]) have some Ukrainian ancestry.[4] The inhabitants of the Kuban[image: External link], for example, have vacillated among three identities, Ukrainian, Russian (an identity supported by the Soviet regime[image: External link]), and " Cossack[image: External link]".[31] Approximately 800,000 people of Ukrainian ancestry live in the Russian Far East[image: External link] in an area known historically as "Green Ukraine[image: External link]".[56]

According to some previous[ when?[image: External link]] assumptions, an estimated number of almost 2.1 million people of Ukrainian origin live in North America (1.2 million in Canada[image: External link] and 890,000 in the United States[image: External link]). Large numbers of Ukrainians live in Brazil[image: External link] (500,000),[nb 2] Moldova[image: External link] (375,000), Kazakhstan[image: External link] (about 333,000), Poland[image: External link] (estimates from 300,000 to 400,000), Argentina[image: External link] (300,000),[10] Belarus[image: External link] (estimates from 250,000 to 300,000), Portugal[image: External link] (52,300), Romania[image: External link] (estimates from 60,000 to 90,000) and Slovakia[image: External link] (55,000). There are also Ukrainian diasporas in the UK[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link] and the former Yugoslavia[image: External link].

In the last decades of the 19th century, many Ukrainians were forced by the Tsarist autocracy[image: External link] to move to the Asian regions of Russia, while many of their counterpart Slavs under Austro-Hungarian[image: External link] rule emigrated to the New World[image: External link] seeking work and better economic opportunities.[57] Today, large ethnic Ukrainian minorities reside in Russia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], the United States[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Kazakhstan[image: External link], Italy[image: External link] and Argentina[image: External link].[58] According to some sources, around 20 million people outside Ukraine identify as having Ukrainian ethnicity,[59][60][61] however the official data of the respective countries calculated together doesn't show more than 10 million. Ukrainians have one of the largest diasporas[image: External link] in the world.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Further information: Early Slavs[image: External link], East Slavs[image: External link], Ruthenians[image: External link], and Prehistoric Ukraine[image: External link]


The East Slavs[image: External link] emerged from the undifferentiated early Slavs[image: External link] with the Slavic migrations in the 6th and 7th centuries CE. The East Slavs were united[by whom?[image: External link]] in the Kievan Rus'[image: External link] during the 9th to 13th centuries. East Slavic tribes cited as "proto-Ukrainian" include the Volhynians[image: External link], Derevlianians[image: External link], Polianians[image: External link], and Siverianians[image: External link] and the less significant Ulychians, Tivertsians[image: External link], and White Croats[image: External link].[31] The Gothic[image: External link] historian Jordanes[image: External link] and 6th-century Byzantine[image: External link] authors named two groups that lived in the south-east of Europe: Sclavins (western Slavs) and Antes[image: External link]. Polianians are identified as the founders of the city of Kiev[image: External link] and as playing the key role in the formation of the Kievan Rus' state.[62] At the beginning of the 9th century, Varangians[image: External link] used the waterways of Eastern Europe for military raids and trade, particularly the trade route from the Varangians to the Greeks[image: External link]. Until the 11th century these Varangians also served as key mercenary troops for a number of princes in medieval Kiev[image: External link], as well as for some of the Byzantine emperors[image: External link], while others occupied key administrative positions in Kievan Rus' society, and eventually became slavicized.[63][64] Besides other cultural traces, several Ukrainian names show traces of Norse[image: External link] origins as a result of influences from that period.[65][66]

Differentiation between separate East Slavic groups began to emerge in the later medieval period, and an East Slavic dialect continuum[image: External link] developed within the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth[image: External link], with the Ruthenian language[image: External link] emerging as a written standard. The active development of a concept of a Ukrainian nation and a Ukrainian language began with the Ukrainian National Revival[image: External link] in the early 19th century. In the Soviet era[image: External link] (1917–1991), official historiography[image: External link] emphasized "the cultural unity of 'proto-Ukrainians' and 'proto-Russians' in the fifth and sixth centuries".[67]
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 Genetics




The Ukrainian gene-pool includes the following Y-haplogroups, in order from the most prevalent: R1a[image: External link] (43%) I (23% I2a), R1b (8%), E1b1b (7%), I1 (5%), N1 (5%), J2 (4%), G (3%), T (1%).[68] Roughly all R1a Ukrainians carry R1a[image: External link]-Z282; R1a-Z282 has been found significantly only in Eastern Europe.[69] Chernivtsi Oblast[image: External link] is the only region in Ukraine where Haplogroup I2a occurs more frequently than R1a, much less frequent even in Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast[image: External link].[70] In comparison to their northern and eastern neighbors, Ukrainians have a similar percentage of Haplogroup R1a-Z280[image: External link] (43%) in their population—compare Belarusians[image: External link], Russians[image: External link], and Lithuanians[image: External link] and (55%, 46%, and 42% respectively). Note that populations in Eastern Europe which have never been Slavic do as well. Ukrainians in Chernivtsi Oblast[image: External link] (near the Romanian border) have a higher percentage of I2a[image: External link] as opposed to R1a, which is typical of the Balkan region, but a smaller percentage than Russians of the N1c1 lineage found among Finnic, Baltic, and Siberian populations, and also less R1b[image: External link] than West Slavs[image: External link].[71][72][73] In terms of haplogroup distribution, the genetic pattern of Ukrainians most closely resembles that of Belarusians. The presence of the N1c lineage is explained by a contribution of the assimilated Finno-Ugric[image: External link] tribes.[74]
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 Sub-ethnic groups




See also: Category:Ethnic groups in Ukraine[image: External link]


Among Ukrainians, there are several distinct subethnic groups, especially in western Ukraine: places like Zakarpattia[image: External link] and Halychyna[image: External link]. Among them the most known are Hutsuls[image: External link],[75] Volhynians[image: External link], Boykos[image: External link] and Lemkos[image: External link] (otherwise known as Rusyns[image: External link] – a derivative of Ruthenians[image: External link]),[76] each with peculiar area of settlement, dialect, dress, anthropological type and folk traditions. There are several theories about the origin of each of these groups. Some of these subethnic groups were strongly influenced by the neighboring nations, but according to all relevant indicators they belong to the mainstream of Ukrainian people.
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 History




Further information: History of Ukraine[image: External link]


Ukraine[image: External link] has had a very turbulent history, a fact explained by its geographical position. In the 9th century the Varangians[image: External link] from Scandinavia[image: External link] conquered the proto-Slavic tribes on the territory of today's Ukraine, Belarus, and western Russia and laid the groundwork for the Kievan Rus’[image: External link] state. The ancestors of the Ukrainian nation such as Polianians[image: External link] had an important role in the development and culturalization of Kievan Rus’ state. The internecine wars between Rus' princes, which began after the death of Yaroslav the Wise[image: External link],[77] led to the political fragmentation of the state into a number of principalities. The quarreling between the princes left Kievan Rus’ vulnerable to foreign attacks, and the invasion of the Mongols in 1236. and 1240. finally destroyed the state. Another important state in the history of the Ukrainians is Kingdom of Galicia–Volhynia[image: External link] (1199–1349).[78][79]

The third important state for Ukrainians is Cossack Hetmanate[image: External link]. The Cossacks of Zaporizhia[image: External link] since the late 15th century controlled the lower bends of the river Dnieper, between Russia, Poland and the Tatars of Crimea[image: External link], with the fortified capital, Zaporizhian Sich[image: External link]. Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky[image: External link] is one of the most celebrated and at the same time most controversial political figures in Ukraine's early-modern history. A brilliant military leader, his greatest achievement in the process of national revolution was the formation of the Cossack Hetmanate[image: External link] state of the Zaporozhian Host (1648–1782). The period of the Ruin[image: External link] in the late 17th century in the history of Ukraine is characterized by the disintegration of Ukrainian statehood and general decline. During the Ruin Ukraine[image: External link] became divided along the Dnieper River into Left-Bank Ukraine[image: External link] and Right-Bank Ukraine[image: External link], and the two halves became hostile to each other. Ukrainian leaders during the period are considered to have been largely opportunists and men of little vision who could not muster broad popular support for their policies.[80] There were roughly 4 million Ukrainians at the end of the 17th century.[81]

At the final stages of the First World War, a powerful struggle for an independent Ukrainian state developed in the central Ukrainian territories, which, until 1917, were part of the Russian Empire[image: External link]. The newly established Ukrainian government, the Central Rada[image: External link], headed by Mykhailo Hrushevsky[image: External link], issued four universals, the Fourth of which, dated 22 January 1918, declared the independence and sovereignty of the Ukrainian National Republic[image: External link] (UNR) on 25 January 1918. The session of the Central Rada on 29 April 1918 ratified the Constitution of the UNR and elected Hrushevsky president.[54]
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 Soviet period




See also: Soviet famine of 1932–33[image: External link]


During 1932–1933 millions of Ukrainians were forced in starvation to death by a Soviet regime which led to a famine[image: External link], known as the Holodomor[image: External link].[82] The Soviet regime remained silent about the Holodomor and provided no aid to the victims or the survivors. But news and information about what was going on reached the West and evoked public responses in Polish-ruled Western Ukraine and in the Ukrainian diaspora[image: External link]. Since the 1990s the independent Ukrainian state, particularly under President Viktor Yushchenko[image: External link], the Ukrainian mass media and academic institutions, many foreign governments, most Ukrainian scholars, and many foreign scholars have viewed and written about the Holodomor[image: External link] as genocide and issued official declarations and publications to that effect. Modern scholarly estimates of the direct loss of human life due to the famine[image: External link] range between 2.6 million[83][84] (3-3.5 million)[85] and 12 million[86] although much higher numbers are usually published in the media and cited in political debates.[87] As of March 2008, the parliament of Ukraine[image: External link] and the governments of several countries, including the United States[image: External link] have recognized the Holodomor as an act of genocide[image: External link].[nb 3]
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 Historical maps of Ukraine




The Ukrainian state has occupied a number of territories since its initial foundation. Most of these territories have been located within Eastern Europe[image: External link], however, as depicted in the maps in the gallery below, has also at times extended well into Eurasia[image: External link] and South-Eastern Europe. At times there has also been a distinct lack of a Ukrainian state, as its territories were on a number of occasions, annexed by its more powerful neighbours.
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European territory inhabited by East Slavic tribes in 8th and 9th century. 








	






	
Territory of Slavic peoples (6th century). 








	






	
Historical map of Kievan Rus' and territory of Ukraine: last 20 years of the state (1220–1240). 








	






	
The Kingdom of Galicia–Volhynia[image: External link] or Kingdom of Halych-Volynia (1245–1349). 








	






	
Historical map of Grand Duchy of Lithuania[image: External link], Rus' (Ukraine) and Samogitia until 1434. 








	






	

Polish–Lithuanian–Ruthenian Commonwealth[image: External link] or Commonwealth of Three Nations (1658). 








	






	
Historical map of Ukrainian Cossack Hetmanate and territory of Zaporozhian Cossacks under rule of Russian Empire[image: External link] (1751). 
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 Ethnic/National Identity




The watershed period in the development of modern Ukrainian national consciousness was the struggle for independence during the creation of the Ukrainian People's Republic[image: External link] from 1917 to 1921.[88] A concerted effort to reverse the growth of Ukrainian national consciousness was begun by the regime of Joseph Stalin[image: External link] in the late 1920s, and continued with minor interruptions until the most recent times. The man-made Famine-Genocide of 1932–3[image: External link], the deportations of the so-called kulaks[image: External link], the physical annihilation of the nationally conscious intelligentsia, and terror in general were used to destroy and subdue the Ukrainian nation.[89] Even after Joseph Stalin's death the concept of a Russified though multiethnic Soviet people was officially promoted, according to which the non-Russian nations were relegated to second-class status. Despite this, many Ukrainians played prominent roles in the Soviet Union, including such public figures as Semyon Timoshenko[image: External link].

The creation of a sovereign and independent Ukraine[image: External link] in 1991, however, pointed to the failure of the policy of the "merging of nations" and to the enduring strength of the Ukrainian national consciousness. Today, one of the consequences of these acts is Ukrainophobia[image: External link].[90]

Biculturalism[image: External link] is especially present in southeastern Ukraine where there is a significant Russian minority. Historical colonization of Ukraine is one reason that creates confusion about national identity to this day.[91] Many citizens of Ukraine[image: External link] have adopted the Ukrainian national identity in the past 20 years. According to the concept of nationality dominant in Eastern Europe[image: External link] the Ukrainians are people whose native language is Ukrainian (an objective criterion) whether or not they are nationally conscious, and all those who identify themselves as Ukrainian (a subjective criterion) whether or not they speak Ukrainian.[92]

Attempts to introduce a territorial-political concept of Ukrainian nationality on the Western European model (presented by political philosopher Viacheslav Lypynsky) were unsuccessful until the 1990s. Territorial loyalty has also been manifested by the historical national minorities living in Ukraine. The predominant[citation needed[image: External link]] belief in Ukraine[image: External link] today is that all permanent inhabitants of Ukraine are Ukrainians regardless of their ethnic origins or the language in which they communicate. The official declaration of Ukrainian sovereignty of 16 July 1990 stated that "citizens of the Republic of all nationalities constitute the people of Ukraine."[93][94]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Ukraine[image: External link]


Due to Ukraine[image: External link]'s geographical location, its culture primarily exhibits Eastern European influence as well as Central European to an extent (primarily in the western region). Over the years it has been influenced by movements such as those brought about during the Byzantine Empire[image: External link] and the Renaissance. Today, the country is somewhat culturally divided with the western regions bearing a stronger Central European influence and the eastern regions showing a significant Russian influence. A strong Christian culture[image: External link] was predominant for many centuries, although Ukraine was also the center of conflict between the Catholic, Orthodox and Islamic spheres of influence.
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 Languages




Main article: Ukrainian language[image: External link]


See also: Russification of Ukraine[image: External link] and Surzhyk[image: External link]


Ukrainian (украї́нська мо́ва, ukrayins'ka mova, [ukraˈjinʲsʲka ˈmɔʋa][image: External link]) is a language of the East Slavic subgroup[image: External link] of the Slavic languages[image: External link]. It is the only official state language[image: External link] of Ukraine[image: External link]. Written Ukrainian uses the Ukrainian alphabet[image: External link], one of many based on the Cyrillic alphabet[image: External link].

The Ukrainian language traces its origins to the Old East Slavic language[image: External link] of the medieval state of Kievan Rus'[image: External link]. In its earlier stages it was called Ruthenian[image: External link] in Latin. Ukrainian, along with all other East Slavic languages, is a lineal descendant of the colloquial language used in Kievan Rus' (10th–13th century).[95]

While the Golden Horde[image: External link] placed officials in key Kievan Rus[image: External link] areas, practised forced resettlement, and even renamed urban centers to suit their own language, the Mongols did not attempt to annihilate Kievan Rus[image: External link] society and culture. The second onslaught began with the destruction of Kiev[image: External link] by the Golden Horde in 1240. This khanate formed the western part of a great Mongol Empire[image: External link] that had been founded by Genghis Khan[image: External link] in the early 13th century. After the Mongol[image: External link] destruction of Kievan Rus[image: External link] in the 13th century, literary activity in Ukraine declined. A revival began in the late 18th century in eastern Ukraine with overlapping literary and academic phases at a time when nostalgia for the Cossack[image: External link] past and resentment at the loss of autonomy still lingered on.

The language has persisted despite several periods of bans and/or discouragement throughout centuries as it has always nevertheless maintained a sufficient base among the people of Ukraine, its folklore songs, itinerant musicians[image: External link], and prominent authors.

According to the 2001 Ukrainian census, 85.2% of all people of Ukrainian ethnicity living in Ukraine named Ukrainian as their mother-tongue, and 14.8% named Russian as their mother-tongue.[96] This census does not cover Ukrainians living in other countries.[97]
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 Religions




Main article: Religion in Ukraine[image: External link]


Historically Ukraine was inhabited by pagan[image: External link] tribes, but Byzantine rite[image: External link] Christianity was introduced by the turn of the first millennium. It was imagined by later writers who sought to put Kievan Christianity on the same level of primacy as Byzantine Christianity that Apostle Andrew[image: External link] himself had visited the site where the city of Kiev[image: External link] would be later built.

However it was only by the 10th century that the emerging state, the Kievan Rus'[image: External link] became influenced by the Byzantine Empire[image: External link], the first known conversion was by the Princess Saint Olga[image: External link] who came to Constantinople[image: External link] in 945 or 957. Several years later, her grandson, Knyaz Vladimir[image: External link] baptised his people in the Dnieper River[image: External link]. This began a long history of the dominance of the Eastern Orthodoxy in Ruthenia ( Ukraine[image: External link]).

Ukrainians are predominantly Orthodox[image: External link] Christians. In the eastern and southern areas of Ukraine the Ukrainian Orthodox Church[image: External link] under the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate[image: External link] is the most common. In central and western Ukraine there is support for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kiev Patriarchate[image: External link] headed by Patriarch Filaret[image: External link] and also in the western areas of Ukraine and with smaller support throughout the country there is support for the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church[image: External link] headed by Metropolitan Mefodiy[image: External link].

In the Western region known as Galicia[image: External link] the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church[image: External link], one of the Eastern Rite Catholic churches[image: External link] has a strong membership. Since the fall of the Soviet Union[image: External link] there has been a growth of Protestant[image: External link] churches[nb 4] and Rodnovery[image: External link], a contemporary Slavic modern pagan[image: External link] religion.[98] There are also ethnic minorities that practice other religions, i.e. Crimean Tatars[image: External link] ( Islam[image: External link]), and Jews[image: External link] and Karaim[image: External link] ( Judaism[image: External link]).

A 2016 survey conducted by the Razumkov Centre[image: External link] found that majority of Ukrainian populations was adhering to Christianity[image: External link] (81.9%).[30] Of these Christians[image: External link], 65.4% are Eastern Orthodox[image: External link] (25.0% of the Kiev Patriarchate[image: External link] and 15.0% of the Moscow Patriarchate[image: External link] and 1.8% of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church[image: External link], and 23.2% are simply Orthodox), 7.1% are simply Christians[image: External link], 6.5% are Greek Catholics[image: External link], 1.0% are Latin Rite[image: External link] Catholics[image: External link] and a further 1.9% are Protestants[image: External link]. As of 2016, 16.3% of the population does not claim a religious affiliation, and 1.7% adheres to other religions.[30] According to the same survey, 70% of the population of Ukraine declared to be believers, while 6.3% declared to be non-believers, and 2.7% declared to be atheists[image: External link].[30]
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 Music




Main article: Music of Ukraine[image: External link]


Ukrainian music is considered one of the most influential high-quality music in the world and its content covers diverse and multiple component elements of the music that is found in Western and Eastern musical civilization. It also has a very strong indigenous Slavic[image: External link] and Christian[image: External link] uniqueness whose elements were used among many neighboring nations.[99][100]

Ukrainian folk oral literature, poetry, and songs (such as the dumas) are among the most distinctive ethnocultural features of Ukrainians as a people. Religious music existed in Ukraine[image: External link] before the official adoption of Christianity[image: External link], in the form of plainsong "obychnyi spiv" or "musica practica". Traditional Ukrainian music is easily recognized by its somewhat melancholy tone. It first became known outside of Ukraine during the 15th century as musicians from Ukraine would perform before the royal courts in Poland[image: External link] (latter in Russia[image: External link]).

A large number of famous musicians around the world was educated or born in Ukraine, among them are famous names like Dmitry Bortniansky[image: External link], Sergei Prokofiev[image: External link], Myroslav Skoryk[image: External link], etc. Ukraine[image: External link] is also the rarely acknowledged musical heartland of the former Russian Empire[image: External link], home to its first professional music academy, which opened in the mid-18th century and produced numerous early musicians and composers.[101]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Dance




Main article: Ukrainian dance[image: External link]


Ukrainian dance[image: External link] refers to the traditional folk dances[image: External link] of the peoples of Ukraine. Today, Ukrainian dance is primarily represented by what ethnographers[image: External link], folklorists[image: External link] and dance historians refer to as "Ukrainian Folk-Stage Dances", which are stylized representations of traditional dances and their characteristic movements that have been choreographed for concert dance[image: External link] performances. This stylized art form has so permeated the culture of Ukraine[image: External link], that very few purely traditional forms of Ukrainian dance remain today.

Ukrainian dance is often described as energetic, fast-paced, and entertaining, and along with traditional Easter eggs ( pysanky[image: External link]), it is a characteristic example of Ukrainian culture recognized and appreciated throughout the world.
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 Symbols




Main articles: Flag of Ukraine[image: External link] and Coat of arms of Ukraine[image: External link]


The national symbols of the Ukrainians are the Flag of Ukraine[image: External link] and the Coat of arms of Ukraine[image: External link].

The national flag of Ukraine is a blue and yellow bicolour rectangle. The colour fields are of same form and equal size. The colours of the flag represent a blue sky above yellow fields of wheat.[102][103][104] The flag was designed for the convention of the Supreme Ruthenian Council, meeting in Lviv[image: External link] in October 1848. Its colours were based on the coat-of-arms of the Galicia-Volhynia[image: External link] Principality.[105]

The Coat of arms of Ukraine[image: External link] features the same colours found on the Ukrainian flag[image: External link]: a blue shield[image: External link] with yellow trident[image: External link]—the symbol of ancient Slavic[image: External link] tribes that once lived in Ukraine, later adopted by Ruthenian[image: External link] and Kievan Rus[image: External link] rulers. Others say[citation needed[image: External link]] that the coat represents also the importance of the Holy Trinity[image: External link], although coincidentally prior to Christianity[image: External link] the people of today's Ukraine[image: External link] believed in Triglav[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]], with the similar concept of three.
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 See also




For the British musical group, see The Ukrainians[image: External link].
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 Notes






	
^ a b c d e f Statistics include non-primary ancestry reports. "Ukrainians" being of partial descent figured in numbers.


	
^ see also Prudentópolis[image: External link], Brazil.


	
^ Sources differ on interpreting various statements from different branches of different governments as to whether they amount to the official recognition of the Famine as Genocide by the country. For example, after the statement issued by the Latvian Sejm on March 13, 2008, the total number of countries is given as 19 (according to Ukrainian BBC[image: External link]: "Латвія визнала Голодомор ґеноцидом"[image: External link]), 16 (according to Korrespondent[image: External link], Russian edition: "После продолжительных дебатов Сейм Латвии признал Голодомор геноцидом украинцев"[image: External link]), "more than 10" (according to Korrespondent, Ukrainian edition: "Латвія визнала Голодомор 1932–33 рр. геноцидом українців"[image: External link])


	
^ For more information, see History of Christianity in Ukraine[image: External link] and Religion in Ukraine[image: External link]
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Soviet People






Soviet people ( Russian[image: External link]: советский народ, Sovetskiy narod)[1] or Citizens of the USSR ( Russian[image: External link]: Граждане СССР; Grazhdane SSSR) was an umbrella[image: External link] demonym[image: External link] for the population of the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Initially used as a nonspecific reference to the Soviet population, it was eventually declared to be a "new historical, social and international unity of people".[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Nationality politics in early Soviet Union




Through the history of the Soviet Union[image: External link], both doctrine and practice regarding ethnic distinctions within the Soviet population varied over time. Minority national cultures were not completely abolished in the Soviet Union. By Soviet definition, national cultures were to be " socialist[image: External link] by content and national by form", to be used to promote the official aims and values of the state. While the goal was always to cement the nationalities together in a common state structure, as a pragmatic step in the 1920s and early 1930s under the policy of korenizatsiya[image: External link] (indigenization) the leaders of the Communist Party promoted federalism and the strengthening of non-Russian languages and cultures (see national delimitation in the Soviet Union[image: External link]). By the late 1930s, however, policy shifted to more active promotion of Russian language and later still to more overt Russification[image: External link] efforts, which accelerated in the 1950s[citation needed[image: External link]] especially in areas of public education[image: External link]. Although some assimilation did occur, this effort did not succeed on the whole as evidenced by developments in many national cultures in the territory after the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991.[2]

Reinforcing the distinctions in national identities, the Soviet state maintained information about "nationality" on many administrative records, including school, work, and military records, as well as in the periodic censuses of population. The "fifth record" ( Russian[image: External link]: пятая графа, pyataya grafa) was the section of the obligatory internal passport[image: External link] document which stated the citizen's ethnicity ( Russian[image: External link]: национальность, natsionalnost).
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 Soviet people as a political concept




Nikita Khrushchev[image: External link] had used the term in his speech at the 22nd Communist Party Congress[image: External link] in 1961, when he declared that in the USSR there had formed a new historical community of people of diverse nationalities, having common characteristics—the Soviet people.

The 24th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union[image: External link] finalized this definition. This single all-Soviet entity—the Soviet people, Sovietskiy narod—was attributed many of the characteristics that official doctrine had formerly ascribed to nations (natsii – нации) and nationalities (natsionalnosti – национальности) composing the multi-national Soviet state. The "Soviet people" were said to be a "new historical, social, and international community of people having a common territory, economy, and socialist content; a culture that reflected the particularities of multiple nationalities; a federal state; and a common ultimate goal: the construction of communism."

According to the 2010 Russian Census[image: External link] 27,000 Russians identified themselves as members of the Soviet people.
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	Homo Sovieticus[image: External link]

	Melting pot[image: External link]

	New Soviet man[image: External link]

	Orthodoxy, Autocracy, and Nationality[image: External link]

	Rootless cosmopolitan[image: External link]

	Russification[image: External link]

	
Zhonghua minzu[image: External link], the equivalent notion in the People's Republic of China

	Yugoslavs[image: External link]
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^ Ukrainian[image: External link]: Радянський народ, Radyasky narod; Belarusian[image: External link]: Савецкі народ, Savetski narod; Kazakh[image: External link]: Совет халқы, Sovet khalqı; Azerbaijani[image: External link]: Sovet xalqı, Sovet khalqı); Georgian[image: External link]: საბჭოთა ხალხი, sabchot’a khalkh; Armenian[image: External link]: Խորհրդային մարդիկ, Khorhrdayin mardik


	
^ Barbara A. Anderson and Brian D. Silver, "Some Factors in the Linguistic and Ethnic Russification of Soviet Nationalities: Is Everyone Becoming Russian?" in Lubomyr Hajda and Mark Beissinger, Eds., The Nationality Factor in Soviet Politics and Society (Boulder: Westview, 1990): 95-130.








Categories[image: External link]:

	Soviet people[image: External link]

	History of the Soviet Union and Soviet Russia[image: External link]

	Demographics of the Soviet Union[image: External link]

	Propaganda in the Soviet Union[image: External link]

	Soviet national policy[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 27 March 2017, at 18:29.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Soviet People: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_people [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Soviet_people [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Overview

	2 Racial and ethnic groups

	3 National personification

	4 Language

	5 Religion

	6 Culture

	7 Diaspora

	8 See also

	9 Footnotes

	10 References





Americans






This article is about the people of the United States of America[image: External link]. For other uses, see American (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For the meanings of American in various contexts, see American (word)[image: External link]. For a similar title, see The Americans[image: External link].

Americans are citizens of the United States of America[image: External link].[45] The country is home to people of many different national origins. As a result, Americans do not equate their nationality[image: External link] with ethnicity[image: External link], but with citizenship[image: External link] and allegiance[image: External link].[45] Although citizens make up the majority of Americans, non-citizen residents, dual citizens, and expatriates may also claim an American identity.[46]

The use in English of the term "American" to exclusively mean people of the United States developed from its original use to differentiate English people of the American colonies[image: External link] from English people of England[47] despite its linguistic ambiguity in other senses of the word " American[image: External link]", which can also refer to people from the Americas[image: External link] in general.[48] See Names for United States citizens[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Overview




Main articles: Race and ethnicity in the United States[image: External link], Colonial United States[image: External link], and Immigration to the United States[image: External link]


The majority of Americans or their ancestors immigrated[image: External link] to America or were brought[image: External link] as slaves[image: External link] within the past five centuries, with the exception of the Native American[image: External link] population and people from Hawaii[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], and the Philippine Islands[image: External link] who became American through expansion of the country in the 19th century,[49] and American Samoa[image: External link], the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] and Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] in the 20th century.[50]

Despite its multi-ethnic composition,[51][52] the culture of the United States held in common by most Americans can also be referred to as mainstream[image: External link] American culture[image: External link], a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of Northern[image: External link] and Western European[image: External link] colonists, settlers, and immigrants.[51] It also includes influences of African-American culture[image: External link].[53] Westward expansion integrated the Creoles[image: External link] and Cajuns[image: External link] of Louisiana and the Hispanos[image: External link] of the Southwest and brought close contact with the culture of Mexico[image: External link]. Large-scale immigration in the late 19th and early 20th centuries from Southern[image: External link] and Eastern Europe[image: External link] introduced a variety of elements. Immigration from Asia[image: External link], Africa[image: External link], and Latin America[image: External link] has also had impact. A cultural melting pot[image: External link], or pluralistic salad bowl[image: External link], describes the way in which generations of Americans have celebrated and exchanged distinctive cultural characteristics.[51]

In addition to the United States, Americans and people of American descent can be found internationally. As many as seven million Americans are estimated to be living abroad, and make up the American diaspora[image: External link].[54][55][56]
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 Racial and ethnic groups




Main article: Race and ethnicity in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Demographics of the United States[image: External link]





	2010 U.S. Census [57]Table 1[58]



	Self-identified race
	
	
	Percent of population
	



	White[image: External link] alone
	
  


	72.4%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	
  


	12.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	
  


	4.8%



	American Indians and Alaska Natives[image: External link]
	
  


	0.9%



	Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders[image: External link]
	
  


	0.2%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	
  


	2.9%



	Some other race
	
  


	6.2%



	Total
	
  


	100.0%



	Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (of any race): 16.3%[59]






The United States of America is a diverse[image: External link] country, racially[image: External link], and ethnically[image: External link].[60] Six races[image: External link] are officially recognized by the U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] for statistical purposes: White, American Indian and Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and people of two or more races. "Some other race" is also an option in the census and other surveys.[61][62][63]

The United States Census Bureau also classifies Americans as "Hispanic or Latino" and "Not Hispanic or Latino", which identifies Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] as a racially diverse ethnicity[image: External link] that comprises the largest minority group in the nation.[61][62][64]
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 White and European Americans




Main articles: European Americans[image: External link], White Americans[image: External link], and White Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


People of European descent, or White Americans (also referred to as Caucasian Americans), constitute the majority of the 308 million people living in the United States, with 72.4% of the population in the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[a][57][66] They are considered people who trace their ancestry to the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa.[57] Of those reporting to be White American, 7,487,133 reported to be Multiracial; with largest combination being white and black.[66] Additionally, there are 29,184,290 White Hispanics or Latinos.[66] Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link] are the majority in 46 states. There are four minority-majority states[image: External link]: California[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], and Hawaii[image: External link].[57] In addition, the District of Columbia has a non-white majority.[57] The state with the highest percentage of non-Hispanic White Americans is Maine[image: External link].[67]

The largest continental ancestral group of Americans are that of Europeans who have origins in any of the original peoples of Europe[image: External link]. This includes people via African[image: External link], North American[image: External link], Caribbean[image: External link], Central American[image: External link] or South American[image: External link] and Oceanian[image: External link] nations that have a large European diaspora[image: External link].[68]

The Spanish[image: External link] were the first Europeans to establish a continuous presence in what is now the United States.[69] Martín de Argüelles[image: External link] born 1566, San Agustín, La Florida[image: External link], was the first person of European descent born in what is now the United States.[70] Twenty-one years later, Virginia Dare[image: External link] born 1587 Roanoke Island[image: External link] in present-day North Carolina[image: External link], was the first child born in the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] to English parents.

In the 2014 American Community Survey[image: External link], German Americans[image: External link] (14.4%), Irish Americans[image: External link] (10.4%), English Americans[image: External link] (7.6%) and Italian Americans[image: External link] (5.4%) were the four largest self-reported European ancestry groups in the United States forming 37.8% of the total population.[71] However, the English-Americans and British-Americans demography is considered a serious under-count as the stock tend to self-report and identify as simply ' Americans[image: External link]' due to the length of time they have inhabited America.[72][73][74][75]

Overall, as the largest group, European Americans have the lowest poverty rate[image: External link][76] and the second highest educational attainment[image: External link] levels, median household income[image: External link],[77] and median personal income[image: External link][78] of any racial demographic in the nation.



	White and European American population by ancestry group[79][80]



	Rank
	Ancestry group
	 % of total population
	Pop. estimates
	R.



	1
	German[image: External link]
	14.4%
	46,047,113
	[71]



	2
	Irish[image: External link]
	10.4%
	33,147,639
	[71]



	3
	English[image: External link]
	7.6%
	24,382,182
	[71]



	4
	American[image: External link]
	6.9%
	22,097,012
	[71]



	5
	Italian[image: External link]
	5.4%
	17,220,604
	[71]



	6
	Mexican[image: External link]
	5.4%
	16,794,111
	[81]



	7
	Polish[image: External link]
	2.9%
	9,249,392
	[71]



	8
	French[image: External link] (except Basque[image: External link])

French Canadian
	2.6%

0.7%
	8,153,515

2,099,430
	[71]



	9
	Scottish[image: External link]
	1.7%
	5,365,154
	[71]



	10
	Norwegian[image: External link]
	1.4%
	4,444,566
	[71]



	11
	Dutch[image: External link]
	1.3%
	4,243,067
	[71]



	Total
	White and European American[image: External link]
	
	231,040,398
	[66]



	2010 United States Census[image: External link] & 2014 American Community Survey[image: External link]
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 Hispanic and Latino Americans




Main article: Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


Hispanic or Latino Americans (of any race) constitute the largest ethnic minority in the United States[image: External link]. They form the second largest group after non-Hispanic Whites in the United States[image: External link], comprising 16.3% of the population according to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[b][82][83]

Hispanic/Latino Americans are very racially diverse, and as a result form an ethnic category[image: External link], rather than a race[image: External link].[84][85][86][87]

People of Spanish or Hispanic descent have lived in what is now the United States since the founding of St. Augustine, Florida[image: External link] in 1565 by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés[image: External link]. In the State of Texas[image: External link], Spaniards[image: External link] first settled[image: External link] the region in the late 1600s and formed a unique cultural group[image: External link] known as Tejanos[image: External link] (Texanos).



	Hispanic and Latino American population by national origin[88][89]



	Rank
	National origin
	 % of total population
	Pop.



	1
	Mexican[image: External link]
	10.29%
	31,798,258



	2
	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	1.49%
	4,623,716



	3
	Cuban[image: External link]
	0.57%
	1,785,547



	4
	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	0.53%
	1,648,968



	5
	Dominican[image: External link]
	0.45%
	1,414,703



	6
	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	0.33%
	1,044,209



	7
	Colombian[image: External link]
	0.3%
	908,734



	8
	Spanish[image: External link]
	0.2%
	635,253



	9
	Honduran[image: External link]
	0.2%
	633,401



	10
	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	0.1%
	564,631



	
	All other
	2.64%
	8,162,193



	
	Hispanic and Latino American[image: External link] (total)
	16.34%
	50,477,594



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Black and African Americans




Main articles: African Americans[image: External link] and Black Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


Black and African Americans are citizens and residents of the United States with origins in Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link].[90] According to the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link], the grouping includes individuals who self-identify as African American, as well as persons who emigrated from nations in the Caribbean[image: External link] and Sub-Saharan Africa.[91] The grouping is thus based on geography, and may contradict or misrepresent an individual's self-identification since not all immigrants from Sub-Saharan Africa are "Black". Among these racial outliers are persons from Cape Verde[image: External link], Madagascar[image: External link], various Arab states[image: External link] and Hamito-Semitic[image: External link] populations in East Africa[image: External link] and the Sahel[image: External link], and the Afrikaners[image: External link] of Southern Africa[image: External link].[90]

African Americans[image: External link] (also referred to as Black Americans or Afro-Americans, and formerly as American Negroes[image: External link]) are citizens or residents of the United States who have origins in any of the black[image: External link] populations of Africa.[92] According to the 2009 American Community Survey, there were 38,093,725 Black and African Americans in the United States, representing 12.4% of the population. In addition, there were 37,144,530 non-Hispanic blacks, which comprised 12.1% of the population.[93] This number increased to 42 million according to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], when including Multiracial African Americans[image: External link],[91] making up 14% of the total U.S. population.[c][94] Black and African Americans make up the second largest group in the United States, but the third largest group after White Americans and Hispanic or Latino Americans (of any race).[82] The majority of the population (55%) lives in the South[image: External link]; compared to the 2000 Census, there has also been a decrease of African Americans in the Northeast[image: External link] and Midwest[image: External link].[94]

Most African Americans are the direct descendants of captives from West Africa[image: External link], who survived the slavery era[image: External link] within the boundaries of the present United States.[95] As an adjective, the term is usually spelled African-American[image: External link].[96] The first West African slaves[image: External link] were brought to Jamestown, Virginia[image: External link] in 1619. The English settlers treated these captives as indentured servants[image: External link] and released them after a number of years. This practice was gradually replaced by the system of race-based slavery used in the Caribbean[image: External link].[97] All the American colonies[image: External link] had slavery, but it was usually the form of personal servants in the North (where 2% of the people were slaves), and field hands in plantations in the South (where 25% were slaves);[98] by the beginning of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] 1/5th of the total population was enslaved.[99] During the revolution, some would serve in the Continental Army[image: External link] or Continental Navy[image: External link],[100][101] while others[image: External link] would serve the British Empire[image: External link] in Lord Dunmore's Ethiopian Regiment[image: External link], and other units.[102] By 1804, the northern[image: External link] states (north of the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link]) had abolished[image: External link] slavery.[103] However, slavery would persist in the southern states[image: External link] until the end of the American Civil War[image: External link] and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link].[104] Following the end of the Reconstruction Era[image: External link], which saw the first African American representation[image: External link] in Congress[image: External link],[105] African Americans became disenfranchised[image: External link] and subject to Jim Crow laws[image: External link],[106] legislation that would persist until the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] and Voting Rights Act[image: External link] due to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link].[107]

According to US Census Bureau data, very few African immigrants[image: External link] self-identify as African American. On average, less than 5% of African residents self-reported as "African American" or "Afro-American" on the 2000 US Census. The overwhelming majority of African immigrants (~95%) identified instead with their own respective ethnicities. Self-designation as "African American" or "Afro-American" was highest among individuals from West Africa (4%-9%), and lowest among individuals from Cape Verde, East Africa and Southern Africa (0%-4%).[108] African immigrants may also experience conflict with African Americans.[109]



	Black and African American population by ancestry group[79]



	Rank
	Ancestry group
	Percentage

of total est. population
	Pop. estimates



	1
	Jamaican[image: External link]
	0.31%
	986,897



	2
	Haitian[image: External link]
	0.28%
	873,003



	3
	Nigerian[image: External link]
	0.08%
	259,934



	4
	Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link]
	0.06%
	193,233



	5
	Ghanaian[image: External link]
	0.03%
	94,405



	6
	Barbadian[image: External link]
	0.01%
	59,236



	
	Sub-Saharan African (total)[image: External link]
	0.92%
	2,864,067



	
	West Indian (total)[image: External link] (except Hispanic groups)
	0.85%
	2,633,149



	
	Black and African Americans (total)[image: External link]
	13.6%
	42,020,743

2010 United States Census[image: External link][91]



	2009–2011 American Community Survey[image: External link]
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 Asian Americans




Main articles: Asian Americans[image: External link] and Asian Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


Another significant population is the Asian American population, comprising 17.3 million in 2010, or 5.6% of the U.S. population.[d][110][111] California is home to 5.6 million Asian Americans, the greatest number in any state.[112] In Hawaii, Asian Americans make up the highest proportion of the population (57 percent).[112] Asian Americans live across the country, yet are heavily urbanized, with significant populations in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link], New York metropolitan area[image: External link], and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link].[113]

They are by no means a monolithic group. The largest sub-groups are immigrants or descendants of immigrants from Cambodia, Mainland China, India, Japan, Korea, Laos, Pakistan, the Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam. Asians overall have higher income levels[image: External link] than all other racial groups in the United States, including whites, and the trend appears to be increasing in relation to those groups.[114] Additionally, Asians have a higher education attainment[image: External link] level than all other racial groups in the United States.[115][116] For better or worse, the group has been called a model minority[image: External link].[117][118][119]

While Asian Americans have been in what is now the United States since before the Revolutionary War[image: External link],[120][121][122] relatively large waves of Chinese, Filipino, and Japanese immigration did not begin until the mid-to-late 19th century.[122] Immigration and significant population growth continue to this day.[123] Due to a number of factors, Asian Americans have been stereotyped[image: External link] as "perpetual foreigners[image: External link]".[124][125]



	Asian American ancestries[110]



	Rank
	Ancestry
	Percentage

of total population
	Pop.



	1
	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.2%
	3,797,379



	2
	Filipino[image: External link]
	1.1%
	3,417,285



	3
	Indian[image: External link]
	1.0%
	3,183,063



	4
	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.5%
	1,737,665



	5
	Korean[image: External link]
	0.5%
	1,707,027



	6
	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,304,599



	
	Other Asian
	0.9%
	2,799,448



	
	Asian American (total)[image: External link]
	5.6%
	17,320,856



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Middle Easterners and North Africans




Main articles: Middle Eastern Americans[image: External link], North Africans in the United States[image: External link], Iranian Americans[image: External link], Arab Americans[image: External link], and Jewish Americans[image: External link]


According to the American Jewish Archives[image: External link] and the Arab American National Museum[image: External link], some of the first Middle Easterners and North Africans (viz. Jews[image: External link] and Berbers[image: External link]) arrived in the Americas between the late 15th and mid-16th centuries.[126][127][128][129] Many were fleeing ethnic or ethnoreligious[image: External link] persecution during the Spanish Inquisition[image: External link],[130][131] and a few were also taken to the Americas as slaves.[127]

According to the Arab American Institute[image: External link] (AAI), countries of origin for Arab Americans[image: External link] include Algeria[image: External link], Bahrain[image: External link], Comoros[image: External link], Djibouti[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Lebanon[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Mauritania[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], Oman[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Palestine[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Syria[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link], United Arab Emirates[image: External link] and Yemen[image: External link].[132]

In 1909, the Superior Court and the Department of Justice in Washington D.C. ruled on a case that redefined Middle Easterners and their racial distinction. According to the Arab American Historical Foundation and the Los Angeles Herald, a case in which George Shishim a Lebanese policeman, arrested a "white" man, who claimed that because Shishim was Lebanese, he must not be racially "white", but rather "Chinese-Mongolian".[133] Shishim, his attorneys, and the Syrian-Lebanese and Arab American communities rallied to prove that Lebanese, Syrians, and all Arabs and Middle Easterners were in fact "white" to both gain official citizenship in the United States, as well as avoid other exclusive and restrictive penalties of being labeled as Asian.[134] One of Shishim's arguments appealed to the white justices' desire to connect to their revered religious figure, Jesus. Shishim said: "If I am a Mongolian, then so was Jesus, because we came from the same land."[133] As noted in the 1909 publication of the "Proceedings of the Asiatic Exclusion League", the presiding Judge Hutton concluded that Syrians had descended from Hebrews, who descended from "the Semitic family of the 'Indo-Aryan race[image: External link]'", but because the Mongol conquerors had killed the Syrian men, and interbred with the Syrian women, "western nations have been unable to restore [the Syrians'] original characteristics" (6).[135] Shishim won and was granted citizenship, and Middle Easterners were thereafter legally considered "white" in the United States.

However, in 1910, Congress passed a bill that defined " Armenians[image: External link], Assyrians[image: External link], and Jews[image: External link]" as " Asiatics[image: External link]", while still approving their claims to citizenship.[136] This declaration, while not taking away their citizenship, affirmed the ethnic origins and identities of Armenians, Assyrians, and Jews as "non-white".

Over the decades of the 20th century, as more Arab Americans, Jewish Americans and other ethnic groups settled in the United States, the racial discrimination they faced also increased.[137][138] Due to the ruling in Shishim's case and the interpretation of the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, United States citizens could not sue one another for discrimination if they belonged to "the same race".[139] However, in 1987, after an Iraqi-American associate professor was refused tenure due to his Arab origins and a synagogue was spray-painted with anti-Semitic insignia, the Supreme Court ruled "unanimously today that Arabs, Jews and members of other ethnic groups may sue under a post-Civil War law's broad prohibition against discrimination."[140] Parallel with this ruling, many members of these groups, from Jews[image: External link] to North Africans[image: External link] to Arab Americans[image: External link], did not consider themselves "white".[141][142][143]

Additionally, as modern scientific data improved, more information on the true origins and ethnic distinctions emerged. For example, studies have shown that Jews share more genetic relativity to other Jews around the world than to the surrounding non-Jewish ethnic groups.[144] Some studies have also suggested that other Middle Eastern (non-Jewish) ethnic groups remain one of the closest relations to Jews.[145]

The United States Census Bureau is presently finalizing the ethnic classification of MENA populations. In 2012, prompted in part by post-9/11 discrimination, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee petitioned the Department of Commerce's Minority Business Development Agency to designate the MENA populations as a minority/disadvantaged community.[134] Following consultations with MENA organizations, the Census Bureau announced in 2014 that it would establish a new MENA ethnic category for populations from the Middle East[image: External link], North Africa[image: External link] and the Arab world[image: External link], separate from the "white" classification that these populations had previously sought in 1909. The expert groups, including some Jewish organizations, felt that the earlier "white" designation no longer accurately represents MENA identity, so they successfully lobbied for a distinct categorization.[141][146] This process does not currently include ethnoreligious groups such as Jews[image: External link] or Sikhs[image: External link], as the Bureau only tabulates these groups as followers of religions rather than members of ethnic groups.[147]

As of December 2015, the sampling strata for the new MENA category includes the Census Bureau's working classification of 19 MENA groups, as well as Turkish[image: External link], Sudanese[image: External link], Djiboutian, Somali[image: External link], Mauritanian[image: External link], Armenian[image: External link], Cypriot[image: External link], Afghan[image: External link], Azerbaijani[image: External link] and Georgian[image: External link] groups.[148]



	Middle Eastern Americans in the 2000[image: External link][149] - 2010 U.S. Census[image: External link],[150] the Mandell L. Berman Institute, and the North American Jewish Data Bank[image: External link][151]



	Ancestry
	2000
	2000 (% of US population)
	2010
	2010 (% of US population)



	Afghan[image: External link]
	53,709
	0.0191%
	79,775
	0.0258%



	Arab[image: External link]
	1,160,729
	0.4125%
	1,697,570
	0.5498%



	Armenian[image: External link]
	385,488
	0.1370%
	474,559
	0.1537%



	Assyrian[image: External link]/ Chaldo-Assyrian[image: External link]
	81,749
	0.0290%
	106,821
	0.0346%



	Azerbaijani[image: External link]
	14,205
	0.0050%
	
	%



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	7,643
	0.0027%
	
	%



	Georgian[image: External link]
	6,298
	0.0022%
	
	%



	Iranian[image: External link]
	338,266
	0.1202%
	463,552
	0.1501%



	Israeli[image: External link]
	106,839
	0.0380%
	129,359
	0.0419%



	Jewish[image: External link]
	6,155,000
	2.1810%
	6,543,820
	2.1157%



	Kurdish[image: External link]
	9,423
	0.0033%
	
	%



	Syriac
	606
	0.0002%
	
	%



	Tajik[image: External link]
	905
	0.0003%
	
	%



	Turkish[image: External link]
	117,575
	0.0418%
	195,283
	0.0633%



	"Middle Eastern"
	28,400
	0.0101%
	
	%



	"North Caucasian"
	596
	0.0002%
	
	%



	"North Caucasian Turkic"
	1,347
	0.0005%
	290,893
	0.0942%



	TOTAL
	8,568,772
	3.036418%
	9,981,332
	3.227071%




Although tabulated, "religious responses" were reported as a single total and not differentiated, despite totaling 1,089,597 in 2000.[149]

Independent organizations provide improved estimates of the total populations of races and ethnicities in the US using the raw data from the US Census and other surveys.

For example, although any respondents who self-identified as Jewish[image: External link] were included under the religious responses in the census, as Jews are an ethnoreligious group[image: External link] with culture and ethnicity intertwined, estimates from the Mandell L. Berman Institute and the North American Jewish Data Bank[image: External link] put the total population of Jews between 5.34 and 6.16 million in 2000 and around 6.54 million in 2010.[151] Similarly, the Arab-American Institute estimated the population of Arab Americans at 3.7 million in 2012.[152]

The majority of Arab Americans are Christian.[153][154] Most Maronites[image: External link] tend to be of Lebanese, Syrian, or Cypriot extraction; the majority of Christians of Cypriot and Palestinian background are often Eastern Orthodox[image: External link].

Estimated African MENA populations in the United States:


	
Algerian American[image: External link]: 8,752 (2000 Census[149])

	
Canarian American[image: External link]: 45,000-75,000 (2000 statistics)

	
Djiboutian American: 300 (2000 Census[155])

	
Egyptian American[image: External link]: 190,078 (2010 census.[156] In 2008 them were estimated in 800,000 - 2,000,000[157])

	
Libyan American[image: External link]: 9,000 (2010 Census)

	
Mauritanian American[image: External link]: 992 (2000 Census)

	
Moroccan American[image: External link]: 82,073 (2010 Census)

	
Somali American[image: External link]: 85,700 (2012 ACS)

	
Sudanese American[image: External link]: 42,249 (2010 Census)

	
Tunisian American[image: External link]: 4,735 (2000 Census)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 American Indians and Alaska Natives




Main article: Native Americans in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Blood quantum laws[image: External link] and Bureau of Indian Affairs[image: External link]


According to the 2010 Census, there are 5.2 million people who are Native Americans or Alaska Native[image: External link] alone, or in combination with one or more races; they make up 1.7% of the total population.[e][158] According to the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link] (OMB), an "American Indian or Alaska Native" is a person whose ancestry have origins in any of the original peoples[image: External link] of North, Central, or South America.[158] 2.3 million individuals who are American Indian or Alaskan Native are multiracial;[158] additionally the plurality of American Indians reside in the Western United States[image: External link] (40.7%).[158] Collectively and historically this race has been known by several names[image: External link];[159] as of 1995, 50% of those who fall within the OMB definition prefer the term "American Indian", 37% prefer "Native American" and the remainder have no preference or prefer a different term altogether.[160]

Native Americans, whose ancestry is indigenous to the Americas[image: External link], originally migrated[image: External link] to the two continents between 10,000-45,000 years ago.[161] These Paleoamericans[image: External link] spread throughout the two continents and evolved into hundreds of distinct cultures during the pre-Columbian era[image: External link].[162] Following the first voyage[image: External link] of Christopher Columbus[image: External link],[163] the European colonization of the Americas[image: External link] began, with St. Augustine[image: External link], Florida[image: External link] becoming the first permanent European settlement in the continental United States[image: External link].[164] From the 16th through the 19th centuries, the population of Native Americans declined[image: External link] in the following ways: epidemic[image: External link] diseases brought from Europe;[165] genocide[image: External link] and warfare[image: External link] at the hands of European explorers and colonists,[166][167][168] as well as between tribes;[169][170] displacement from their lands;[171] internal warfare,[172] enslavement[image: External link];[173] and intermarriage[image: External link].[174][175]



	American Indian and Alaska Native population by selected tribal groups[image: External link][158][176]



	Rank
	National origin
	Percentage

of total population
	Pop.



	1
	Cherokee[image: External link]
	0.26%
	819,105



	2
	Navajo[image: External link]
	0.1%
	332,129



	3
	Choctaw[image: External link]
	0.06%
	195,764



	4
	Mexican American Indian[image: External link]
	0.05%
	175,494



	5
	Chippewa[image: External link]
	0.05%
	170,742



	6
	Sioux[image: External link]
	0.05%
	170,110



	
	All other
	1.08%
	3,357,235



	
	American Indian (total)[image: External link]
	1.69%
	5,220,579



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders




Main article: Pacific Islands Americans[image: External link]


As defined by the United States Census Bureau[image: External link] and the Office of Management and Budget, Native Hawaiians[image: External link] and other Pacific Islanders[image: External link] are "persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Samoa[image: External link], or other Pacific Islands[image: External link]".[177] Previously called Asian Pacific American[image: External link], along with Asian Americans beginning in 1976, this was changed in 1997.[178] As of the 2010 United States Census[image: External link] there are 1.2 million who reside in the United States, and make up 0.4% of the nation's total population, of whom 56% are multiracial[image: External link].[f][179] 14% of the population have at least a bachelor's degree[image: External link],[179] and 15.1% live in poverty[image: External link], below the poverty threshold[image: External link].[179] As compared to the 2000 United States Census[image: External link] this population grew by 40%;[177] and 71% live in the West[image: External link]; of those over half (52%) live in either Hawaii[image: External link] or California[image: External link], with no other states having populations greater than 100,000.[177] The largest concentration of Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders, is Honolulu County[image: External link] in Hawaii,[179] and Los Angeles County[image: External link] in the continental United States[image: External link].[177]



	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander by ancestries[177]



	Rank
	Ancestry
	Percentage
	Pop.



	1
	Hawaiian[image: External link]
	0.17%
	527,077



	2
	Samoan[image: External link]
	0.05%
	184,440



	3
	Chamorro[image: External link]
	0.04%
	147,798



	4
	Tongan[image: External link]
	0.01%
	57,183



	
	Other Pacific Islanders
	0.09%
	308,697



	
	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (total)[image: External link]
	0.39%
	1,225,195



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Two or more races




Main article: Multiracial American[image: External link]


The United States has a growing multiracial identity movement. Multiracial[image: External link] Americans numbered 7.0 million in 2008, or 2.3% of the population;[111] by the 2010 census the Multiracial increased to 9,009,073, or 2.9% of the total population.[180] They can be any combination of races (White, Black or African American, Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, "some other race") and ethnicities.[181] The largest population of Multiracial Americans were those of White and African American[image: External link] descent, with a total of 1,834,212 self-identifying individuals.[180] Barack Obama, 44th President of the United States, is biracial with his mother being of English and Irish descent and his father being of Kenyan[image: External link] birth;[182][183] however, Obama only self-identifies as being African American.[184][185]



	Population by selected Two or More Races Population[186]



	Rank
	Specific Combinations
	Percentage

of total population
	Pop.



	1
	White; Black
	0.59%
	1,834,212



	2
	White; Some Other Race
	0.56%
	1,740,924



	3
	White; Asian
	0.52%
	1,623,234



	4
	White; Native American
	0.46%
	1,432,309



	5
	African American; Some Other Race
	0.1%
	314,571



	6
	African American; Native American
	0.08%
	269,421



	
	All other specific combinations
	0.58%
	1,794,402



	
	Multiracial Americans (Total)[image: External link]
	2.9%
	9,009,073



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Some other race




Main article: Multiracial American[image: External link]


According to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], 6.2% or 19,107,368 Americans chose to self-identify with the "some other race" category, the third most popular option. Also, 36.7% or 18,503,103 Hispanic/Latino Americans chose to identify as some other race[image: External link] as these Hispanic/Latinos may feel the U.S. Census does not describe their European and American Indian ancestry as they understand it to be.[187] A significant portion of the Hispanic and Latino population self-identifies as Mestizo[image: External link], particularly the Mexican and Central American community. Mestizo[image: External link] is not a racial category in the U.S. Census[image: External link], but signifies someone who has both European and American Indian ancestry.
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 National personification




A national personification[image: External link] is an anthropomorphism[image: External link] of a nation or its people; it can appear in both editorial cartoons[image: External link] and propaganda.

Uncle Sam[image: External link] is a national personification of the United States and sometimes more specifically of the American government[image: External link], with the first usage of the term dating from the War of 1812[image: External link]. He is depicted as a stern elderly white man with white hair and a goatee[image: External link] beard, and dressed in clothing that recalls the design elements of the flag of the United States[image: External link] – for example, typically a top hat[image: External link] with red and white stripes and white stars on a blue band, and red and white striped trousers.

Columbia[image: External link] is a poetic name for the Americas and the feminine personification of the United States of America, made famous by African-American poet Phillis Wheatley[image: External link] during the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] in 1776. It has inspired the names of many persons, places, objects, institutions, and companies in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and beyond, including the District of Columbia[image: External link], the seat of government of the United States.
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 Language




Main articles: Languages of the United States[image: External link], English language[image: External link], American English[image: External link], and English-only[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in 2010



	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers



	English[image: External link]
	80%
	233,780,338



	Combined total of all languages

other than English
	20%
	57,048,617



	
Spanish[image: External link]

(excluding Puerto Rico[image: External link] and Spanish Creole[image: External link])
	12%
	35,437,985



	
Chinese[image: External link]

(including Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link])
	0.9%
	2,567,779



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	0.5%
	1,542,118



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,292,448



	French[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,288,833



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,108,408



	German[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,107,869




English[image: External link] is the de facto national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2007, about 226 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[189][190] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in at least twenty-eight states.[191] Both English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are official languages in Hawaii by state law.[192]

While neither has an official language, New Mexico[image: External link] has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French.[193] Other states, such as California, mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents. The latter include court forms.[194] Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link] and Chamorro[image: External link] are recognized by American Samoa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands; Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in the United States[image: External link]






	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	% of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Non-Christian faiths
	5.9
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Other Non-Christian faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Unaffiliated[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know/refused answer
	0.6
	
 





	Total
	100
	
 






Religion in the United States has a high adherence level compared to other developed countries, as well as a diversity in beliefs. The First Amendment[image: External link] to the country's Constitution[image: External link] prevents the Federal government from making any "law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof". The U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] has interpreted this as preventing the government from having any authority in religion. A majority of Americans report that religion plays a "very important" role in their lives, a proportion unusual among developed countries[image: External link], although similar to the other nations of the Americas.[196] Many faiths have flourished in the United States, including both later imports spanning the country's multicultural immigrant heritage, as well as those founded within the country; these have led the United States to become the most religiously diverse country in the world[image: External link].[197]

The majority of Americans (76%) are Christians[image: External link], mostly within Protestant[image: External link] and Catholic[image: External link] denominations; these adherents constitute 51% and 25% of the population, respectively.[198] Other religions include Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], and Judaism[image: External link], which collectively make up about 4% to 5% of the adult population.[198][199][200] Another 15% of the adult population identifies as having no religious belief or no religious affiliation.[198] According to the American Religious Identification Survey[image: External link], religious belief varies considerably across the country: 59% of Americans living in Western states (the "Unchurched Belt[image: External link]") report a belief in God, yet in the South (the "Bible Belt[image: External link]") the figure is as high as 86%.[198][201]

Several of the original Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] were established by settlers who wished to practice their own religion without discrimination: the Massachusetts Bay Colony was established by English Puritans[image: External link], Pennsylvania by Irish and English Quakers[image: External link], Maryland by English and Irish Catholics, and Virginia by English Anglicans[image: External link]. Although some individual states retained established religious confessions well into the 19th century, the United States was the first nation to have no official state-endorsed religion.[202] Modeling the provisions concerning religion within the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom[image: External link], the framers of the Constitution rejected any religious test for office, and the First Amendment specifically denied the federal government any power to enact any law respecting either an establishment of religion or prohibiting its free exercise, thus protecting any religious organization, institution, or denomination from government interference. The decision was mainly influenced by European Rationalist and Protestant ideals, but was also a consequence of the pragmatic concerns of minority religious groups and small states that did not want to be under the power or influence of a national religion that did not represent them.[203]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of the United States[image: External link]


The American culture[image: External link] is primarily a Western culture[image: External link], but is influenced by Native American[image: External link], West African[image: External link], Asian[image: External link], Polynesian[image: External link], and Latino[image: External link] cultures.

The United States of America has its own unique social and cultural characteristics, such as dialect[image: External link], music[image: External link], arts[image: External link], social habits[image: External link], cuisine[image: External link] and folklore[image: External link].[52]

Its chief early European[image: External link] influences came from English[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], and Irish[image: External link] settlers of colonial America[image: External link] during British rule[image: External link]. British culture[image: External link], due to colonial ties with Britain that spread the English language, legal system[image: External link] and other cultural inheritances, had a formative influence.[204] Other important influences came from other parts of Europe, especially Germany[image: External link],[205] France[image: External link],[206] and Italy[image: External link].[207]

Original elements also play a strong role, such as Jeffersonian democracy[image: External link].[208] Thomas Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia[image: External link] was perhaps the first influential domestic cultural critique by an American and a reactionary[image: External link] piece to the prevailing European consensus that America's domestic originality was degenerate[image: External link].[208] Prevalent ideas and ideals that evolved domestically, such as national holidays[image: External link], uniquely American sports[image: External link], military tradition,[209] and innovations in the arts and entertainment give a strong sense of national pride[image: External link] among the population as a whole.[210]

American culture includes both conservative[image: External link] and liberal[image: External link] elements, scientific and religious competitiveness, political structures, risk taking and free expression, materialist and moral elements. Despite certain consistent ideological principles (e.g. individualism[image: External link], egalitarianism[image: External link], faith in freedom and democracy[image: External link]), the American culture has a variety of expressions due to its geographical scale and demographic diversity.
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 Diaspora




Americans have migrated to many places around the world, including Australia[image: External link], Britain[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], France[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link].

A person born in Asia to one American and one Asian parent is called an Amerasian[image: External link].
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 See also






	American ethnicity[image: External link]

	Americans and Canadians in Chile[image: External link]

	American studies[image: External link]

	Ancestry of the people of the United States[image: External link]

	Emigration from the United States[image: External link]

	Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]

	Hyphenated American[image: External link]

	Immigration to the United States[image: External link]

	Making North America (2015 PBS film)[image: External link]

	Names for United States citizens[image: External link]

	Race and ethnicity in the United States[image: External link]

	Stereotypes of Americans[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Footnotes






	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Europe[image: External link] (4,817 thousand), in 2010, 61.8% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Latin America[image: External link] and the Caribbean[image: External link] (21,224 thousand), in 2010, 32.1% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Africa[image: External link] (1,607 thousand), in 2010, 46.1% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Asia[image: External link] (11,284 thousand), in 2010, 57.7% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Northern America[image: External link] (807 thousand), in 2010, 44.3% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Oceania[image: External link] (217 thousand), in 2010, 36.9% were naturalized.[65]
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That '70s Show






That '70s Show is an American television period[image: External link] sitcom[image: External link] that originally aired on Fox from August 23, 1998, to May 18, 2006. The series focused on the lives of a group of teenage friends living in the fictional suburban town of Point Place[image: External link], Wisconsin[image: External link], from May 17, 1976, to December 31, 1979.[1]

The main teenage cast members were Topher Grace[image: External link], Mila Kunis, Ashton Kutcher, Danny Masterson[image: External link], Laura Prepon[image: External link] and Wilmer Valderrama[image: External link]. The main adult cast members were Debra Jo Rupp[image: External link], Kurtwood Smith[image: External link], Don Stark[image: External link], Tommy Chong[image: External link] and Tanya Roberts[image: External link].
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 Theme song




The show usually opens with the theme song, "In the Street[image: External link]", written by Alex Chilton[image: External link] and Chris Bell[image: External link] of the band Big Star[image: External link]. The original version of the song appeared on Big Star's 1972 debut album #1 Record[image: External link]. In 2000, Chilton confirmed that he was paid $70 in royalties each time the show aired, an amount he thought ironic, given the show's title.[2]

Big Star's original version of the song was not used on the show. Instead, a cover version sung by Todd Griffin[image: External link] was used as the theme song for the show's first season. Beginning in the second season, the theme song was performed by the band Cheap Trick[image: External link]. Unlike previous versions of the song, Cheap Trick ended the song with the repeated phrase "We're all alright!" quoting the ending of their 1978 hit song " Surrender[image: External link]".[3]

Both versions of the song used on the show end with somebody yelling "Hello, Wisconsin!" In Griffin's version, Masterson is the one yelling "Hello, Wisconsin!"[4] while it is unknown who yells it in Cheap Trick's version during the opening. On the soundtrack, That '70s Album (Rockin')[image: External link], Cheap Trick's lead singer Robin Zander[image: External link] yells "Hello, Wisconsin!"[5] Alternate holiday versions of the theme song were arranged for Halloween and Christmas specials, using organ music and bells, respectively.
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 Opening credits




Opening credits for seasons 1–7 showed members of the cast driving in Eric's car singing the theme song together. At the conclusion of the opening, a shot of a 1970s-style Wisconsin license plate (black letters/numbers on a yellow background) is seen, showing the year in which the episode was taking place in the bottom right corner. During the first season's opening, a single shot of the group is used; beginning with season 2, numerous alternating shots were used of the cast in various groupings (including the adult cast members, who had not appeared in the first season's opening). After Topher Grace and Ashton Kutcher left the series, the opening credits were reworked for season 8 to feature close-up shots of each of the actors singing (or mouthing) a line of the theme song in the Circle (for example, Mila Kunis "Hanging Out...;" Danny Masterson[image: External link] "Down the Street"). The only actors to not say or do anything in the new opening credits were Kurtwood Smith[image: External link] and Tommy Chong[image: External link], with the exception of the first episode of season 8, when Chong sings the last "We're all alright". Smith looks at the camera frowning and rolls his eyes. Chong looks around the room, confused as he hears "Hello, Wisconsin!" The final episode[image: External link] omits most of the opening sequence and instead only shows the license plate shot.
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 The 1970s




The show addressed social issues of the 1970s such as sexism[image: External link], sexual[image: External link] attitudes, generational conflict, the economic hardships of the 1970s recession[image: External link], mistrust of the American government[image: External link] by blue-collar workers[image: External link] and teenage drug use[image: External link], including underage drinking[image: External link]. The series also highlighted developments in the entertainment industry, including the television remote[image: External link] ("the clicker"), the video game[image: External link] Pong[image: External link], MAD magazine[image: External link], and Eric's obsession with Star Wars[image: External link]. The show has been compared to Happy Days[image: External link], which was similarly set 20 years before the time in which it aired.[6]

Beginning with the second season, the show focused less on the sociopolitical aspects of the story. For example, the dynamic of the relationship between Eric and Donna was altered in later seasons to more closely resemble the relationships of other "power couples[image: External link]" on teen dramas. Likewise, the first season of the show featured a recurring, more dramatic storyline in which the Formans were in danger of losing their home due to Red's hours being cut back at the auto parts plant where he worked. Storylines in later seasons were generally presented more comically and less dramatically.

The show also featured guest-starring actors from 1970s TV shows, such as Mary Tyler Moore[image: External link], Valerie Harper[image: External link] and Betty White[image: External link] (The Mary Tyler Moore Show[image: External link]), Tom Poston[image: External link] and Jack Riley[image: External link] (The Bob Newhart Show[image: External link]), Pamela Sue Martin[image: External link] (The Hardy Boys/Nancy Drew Mysteries[image: External link]), Tim Reid[image: External link] and Howard Hesseman[image: External link] (WKRP in Cincinnati[image: External link]), Eve Plumb[image: External link], Barry Williams[image: External link] and Christopher Knight[image: External link] (The Brady Bunch[image: External link]), Tom Bosley[image: External link] and Marion Ross[image: External link] (Happy Days[image: External link]), Monty Hall[image: External link] (Let's Make A Deal[image: External link]), Gavin MacLeod[image: External link] (The Love Boat[image: External link] and The Mary Tyler Moore Show), Don Knotts[image: External link], Richard Kline[image: External link] and Jenilee Harrison[image: External link] (Three's Company[image: External link]), and Danny Bonaduce[image: External link] and Shirley Jones[image: External link] (The Partridge Family[image: External link]). Series cast member Tanya Roberts[image: External link] also starred in a popular show in the 1970s (Charlie's Angels[image: External link]).

Beginning with season 5, each episode in the season is named after a song by a rock band that was famous in the 1970s: Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (season 5), The Who[image: External link] (Season 6), The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (season 7), and Queen[image: External link] (season 8, except for the finale, titled "That '70s Finale").
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 Split screens




One device in the show is to present a split screen in which two pairs of characters speak. One character is usually seeking advice on a problem with a character in the second pairing and the other character advises them. Although the conversations appear to mirror each other, notable differences often occur. It is most often used by the couples of the show, with each member of the couple being advised on the relationship. For example, in the episode "Who Wants It More?[image: External link]", Donna and Eric tell Jackie and Hyde that they have been holding out on each other sexually for three days and that maybe they should cave. Both Jackie and Hyde tell Donna and Eric not to cave or the "caver" will be owned by the other.
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 Dream sequences




The show includes character daydream sequences, some of which refer to or parody fads and films of the time, such as Star Wars[image: External link], Rocky[image: External link], and Grease[image: External link].

The character picturing the dream sometimes also narrates it, but regardless, the other characters present see the same dream. In the episode "Stone Cold Crazy[image: External link]", Jackie mentioned she liked the song playing in Fez's dream sequence. The sequences are usually introduced by a wobbling screen transition. Sometimes, the transition is absent when the characters who imagine the scene believe they are real (for example, Eric's dream about Donna in "Eric's Birthday[image: External link]" or Jackie's dream about Hyde proposing in "It's All Over Now[image: External link]").

In the 100th episode, "That '70s Musical[image: External link]", all singing scenes were Fez's dream sequences.
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 The circle




In the circle, a group of characters, usually the teenagers, sit in a circle (generally in Eric's basement, though occasionally elsewhere), as the camera pans, stopping at each character as he or she speaks. It was usually apparent that the characters are under the influence of marijuana[image: External link]. Thick clouds of smoke, frequent coughing and an extreme wide-angle lens[image: External link] added to the "drug-induced" feel, although the audience never saw anyone actually smoking the drug. Also, no visible drug-related paraphernalia were seen, such as bongs or joint papers. Characters never spoke the word "marijuana" while in the circle (except in one episode "Reefer Madness[image: External link]"), often referring to it as "stuff" or a "stash". In the episode "Bye-Bye Basement[image: External link]", Theo (Leo's cousin) refers to "weed"; in "The Relapse[image: External link]", Kelso tells Fez that the concrete wall behind the gym is used mostly for "smoking weed and beating up freshmen;" in "Ski Trip[image: External link]" Kitty asks Eric why he is taking so much oregano to Jackie's ski lodge; in "Eric's Burger Job[image: External link]", Kelso blames his "roach clip" when the water bed pops on which he is sitting at a party; in two episodes ("That Wrestling Show[image: External link]" and "Hyde Moves In[image: External link]") Eric and Hyde can be seen wearing shirts with the words "Cannabis Sativa" written on a Campbell's soup can; and in "The Pill[image: External link]" Red, referring to Kelso, exclaims, "That kid's on dope!" A gimmick related to the circle and the marijuana smoking was Eric watching the kitchen wall moving erratically, although this technique was also used to show that Eric was drunk.

As the series progressed, the circle became one of the series' recurring features. The only four episodes where the whole gang is in the circle are "Class Picture[image: External link]", "I'm A Boy[image: External link]", " Substitute[image: External link]", and in the series finale. During the eighth and final season, the circle replaced the Vista Cruiser as the setting of the opening credits.
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 The stupid helmet




The stupid helmet refers to a replica of a Green Bay Packers[image: External link] helmet that a character is forced to wear after having done or said something deemed stupid by the rest of the gang. Eric had to wear it when he said he wanted to propose to Donna and Fez wore it when he started banging his head on the table after trying to help Kelso keep Jackie. The helmet can be seen in the Forman basement on a shelf behind the cast. When the series concluded in 2006, the last one up the staircase had to call Red a "dumbass", something he always called the kids. Since Kelso was the last one up, he grabbed the helmet.
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 The water tower




In many episodes, the teenaged characters often hang out on a local water tower[image: External link]. At the end of several water tower segments, at least one character falls off (usually Kelso). When Charlie Richardson (played by Bret Harrison[image: External link]) fell off and died in season 8, the water tower was renamed in his honor.

After Charlie's death, Kelso fell off again, but survived, leading him to believe he was "invincible". In the "Water Tower episode[image: External link]", the gang painted a marijuana leaf[image: External link] on the tower, but it looked more like a green hand giving the finger[image: External link]. In the episode "The Immigrant Song (a.k.a. Fez Gets Busted)[image: External link]" Kelso paints Jackie and his names on the tower to annoy Hyde just before falling and ending up in the hospital. During this episode, Fez paints his manhood on the tower but only gets as far as drawing a circle when the police arrive to arrest him. Kelso was known to fall off the water tower once in every grade since middle school. Jackie and Fez share their first official kiss on the tower in the show's finale[image: External link].
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 Scene transitions




In the first season, scene transitions (also known as bumpers[image: External link]) consisted of animated smiley[image: External link] buttons[7] or still images of faces from the 1970s with only the mouth moving using Syncro-Vox[image: External link], usually yelling, in a rock form, "Yeahhh!" or something similar (ex. Farrah Fawcett[image: External link] saying "Yeah!" or Richard Nixon[image: External link] saying "Are you ready to rock and roll?") The smiley buttons were removed for re-runs and home video, replaced with flowers likewise exploding, replicating, deflating or bouncing around. Sometimes they would be visuals of lava lamps[image: External link] with the show's logo plummeting to the bottom of the screen in front of it.

Beginning in season 2, transitions featured the characters doing something in front of a colorful, psychedelic, lava lamp[image: External link]-like background. These transitions featured the most prominent characters of the episode usually dancing, falling or making facial expressions. The music accompanying these colorful sequences would match the tone of the episode and characters.

By the show's final season, new transitions were created to accommodate cast changes (e.g. Donna's hair color, Leo continuing as a series regular and the insertion of Randy).

"Nobody's Fault But Mine (2)" is the only episode where Laurie Forman is featured in a transition. Tanya Roberts is the only regular actor not to be featured in a transition.
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 The Vista Cruiser




Many of the show's episodes featured Eric and the rest of the kids in or around Eric's "Aztec Gold" 1969 Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser[image: External link], handed down to Eric by Red. For the first seven seasons of the show, the show's introduction showed the cast inside the Vista Cruiser.

The show's pronunciation of "Vista Cruiser", with emphasis on "Cruiser" conflicted with the pronunciation of author George Plimpton[image: External link] in the Oldsmobile[image: External link] television advertisement[image: External link] for the 1969 Vista Cruiser, where he pronounced the two words with the emphasis on "Vista".[8]

That particular station wagon[image: External link] was bought by Wilmer Valderrama at the show's conclusion from Carsey-Werner for US$[image: External link]500.[9]

In August 2009, the show's Vista Cruiser was named third-greatest television car ever by MSN Autos.[10]
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 Running gags




In one of the show's major running gags[image: External link], Red often threatens to punish Eric with many variations of "kicking your ass". For example, in "Kitty and Eric's Night Out[image: External link]", Red mistakenly thinks Eric offended Kitty, so Red says, "I swear I'll kick his ass!" In "Eric's Hot Cousin[image: External link]", Eric tries to get out of something by claiming he's sleepwalking and Red says, "And I'm about to be sleep-kicking your ass", and, in "Prank Day[image: External link]", when Red gets covered in oatmeal, Eric tries to explain that it was just a prank that had gone "horribly, horribly wrong" Red says, "Well, I have a prank, too. One where my foot doesn't plow through your ass. Let's hope it doesn't go horribly, horribly wrong!"

Some other notable running gags are:


	Red's favorite insult is "dumbass", the origin of which is revealed in " Halloween[image: External link]". Ironically, Eric is the first character to say "dumbass" in "Eric's Burger Job" (season 1 episode 5). The insult is adopted by the whole gang and even occasionally by Kitty. Red regularly comes up with new choice insults such as "kettlehead" (which refers to Kelso).

	Fez's country of origin is never revealed. Sometimes, Fez is about to disclose where he is from, or at least hint at it, but something happens to prevent him from doing so, like someone entering the room as seen in "Stolen Car[image: External link]", or Fez rambling in "Love of My Life[image: External link]".

	Red often calls Fez by some exotic foreign name when he is speaking directly to him.

	The word "burn", a term used by a character after something bad or offensive happens at another character's expense is used, although it is more often used by Kelso. According to Kelso in "Dine and Dash[image: External link]", a good burn consists of two elements: "You didn't see it coming; parts of it really hurt."

	Kelso yells "Ow, my eye!" when Hyde rough-houses with him. For example, in the episode "Class Picture[image: External link]", a series of flashbacks feature Hyde beating up Kelso. While the two are out of the immediate sight of the audience, Kelso yells, "Ow, my eye!" and the scene cuts to the next flashback. This gag is repeated several times throughout the series, although the only time Kelso appears with an injured eye is in "Jackie's Cheese Squeeze[image: External link]" after he was punched by Todd, Jackie's manager. On that occasion, Kelso did not yell, "Ow, my eye!"

	Fez uses of the phrase "Good day", followed by another cast member saying, "But Fez..." and Fez immediately interrupts with an exclamatory, "I said good day!" In some instances, the words vary, but the interaction is the same.

	Eric has a never-ending streak of quoting Star Wars. In several episodes, he relates things to Star Wars, or quotes the movie. In times of trouble, he brings a toy light saber and his going-away present from Donna was her dressing up as Princess Leia[image: External link].

	Everyone who calls Eric's action figures "dolls" is always loudly corrected by Eric: "They're action figures!"

	Kitty often uses alcohol or her use is mentioned, particularly after she starts menopause during the fifth season.
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See also: List of That '70s Show cast members[image: External link] and List of That '70s Show characters[image: External link]
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Topher Grace[image: External link] as Eric Forman[image: External link] (seasons 1–7; uncredited special guest season 8): Eric is a nice guy, generally geeky, physically slight and somewhat clumsy. He is a smart-aleck with a fast wit and a deadpan sense of humor. He convinces his parents to let his best friend Steven Hyde[image: External link] move in with them, making Hyde like a brother. His father Red, is always hard on him. Eric is in a relationship with his longtime love and neighbor Donna Pinciotti[image: External link]. He decides to become a teacher after high school and he leaves the series at the end of the seventh season to teach in Africa. Although mentioned in every episode, he does not appear during the final season until the end of the series finale[image: External link].

	
Mila Kunis as Jackie Burkhart: The youngest member of the group, Jackie starts the series as the pretty, rich, spoiled, selfish, conceited and annoying immature girl. She likes to give thoughtless and superficial advice, which occasionally turns out to be correct. As the series progresses, she moves away from her self-centered ways and becomes sweeter. Partly as a result of these changes, Donna and she become better friends. By the end of the series, Jackie has dated three of the four males of the group: Kelso, Hyde and Fez.

	
Ashton Kutcher as Michael Kelso[image: External link] (seasons 1–7; special guest season 8): The dim-witted pretty boy of the group wants to coast through life on his good looks. Often referred to as "The King" in many episodes, he spends the first half of the series in a relationship with the equally vapid Jackie, but their relationship comes to an end when Laurie (Eric's older sister) reveals their affair. His best friends are Hyde and Fez. He fathers a baby girl named Betsy during the seventh season. He becomes a police officer but gets kicked off the force because he does just about everything wrong. He gets a job as a security guard at a Playboy Club[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link] and leaves the series during the eighth and final season. Kelso, along with Eric, returns for the series finale.

	
Danny Masterson[image: External link] as Steven Hyde[image: External link]: Eric's best friend and the anti-establishment member of the group. By the end of season one, the Formans allow Hyde to move in after he was abandoned by his mother, making him a foster brother to Eric. Hyde has a witty, blunt and sarcastic sense of humor and a rebellious personality. He is also smart and the other group members often ask for his advice. Although Hyde dates Jackie for three seasons, in the final season he marries an exotic dancer named Samantha. Hyde later discovers Samantha was married to another man when she married him. As Donna points out in "My Fairy King[image: External link]", that means Hyde and Samantha are not legally married. In the seventh season, Hyde meets his biological father (William Barnett, played by Tim Reid[image: External link]), a wealthy black businessman (making Hyde, who was presumed white, biracial). Barnett, who owns a chain of record stores, makes Hyde first an office worker, then a manager and later the owner of the Point Place record store. He also previously worked for Leo in a Photo Hut earlier in the series.

	
Laura Prepon[image: External link] as Donna Pinciotti[image: External link]: Eric's longtime girlfriend (and briefly fiancée). Donna is intelligent, good-looking and a feminist. Although she does not agree with what Jackie represents in the beginning of the series, they become friends. Donna is in a relationship with Eric for seven seasons (despite their break-up during season 4). She has brief romances with Casey, Michael's brother and Randy during the final season and quickly ends it. She rekindles her relationship with Eric at the end of the show's finale.

	
Wilmer Valderrama[image: External link] as Fez[image: External link]: The foreign exchange student[image: External link] of the group, his hormones seem to be out of control. His secret country of origin is one of the longest-running gags on the show. He is sweet, friendly, perverted, gullible and rather odd. He enjoys eating candy, drinking beer and looking at pornography. His best friend is Kelso and he shares a "younger brother"-type relationship with Hyde and Eric. He constantly flirts with Jackie and Donna and often makes romantic advances toward them. Initially, he has trouble getting attention from girls, but during the eighth season he becomes a ladies' man[image: External link]. He is in love with Jackie throughout the series but his love is not reciprocated until the eighth season when they become a couple.

	
Josh Meyers[image: External link] as Randy Pearson (season 8): Hyde's employee at the record store. He is introduced in the final season. Randy appears laid back, gentle, polite and a ladies' man, although many of his flaws surface later. He tends to spout witty one-liners, and makes silly voices. He forms a friendship with Red after showing Red how good he is at fixing things. While Hyde, Jackie, Donna and Kelso embrace him as a new member of their group, Fez initially does not, but soon warms up to him. Randy dates Donna for the majority of season eight, but she later breaks up with him. The two end on good terms and remain friends. He makes a brief appearance in the series finale.
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Debra Jo Rupp[image: External link] as Kitty Forman[image: External link]: Red's wife, Eric's and Laurie's mother, and Hyde's adoptive mother, Kitty is a cheerful, doting mother, but can also be assertive when pushed. She is a nurse, a housewife and a former smoker. Her major mood swings are usually attributed to menopause. She is also a good mother figure to Eric's friends.

	
Kurtwood Smith[image: External link] as Red Forman[image: External link]: Kitty's husband, Eric's and Laurie's father and Hyde's adoptive father. Red is a Navy combat veteran, having served in World War II[image: External link] and the Korean War. Despite his mean exterior, Red also displays a soft side. His hobbies include working with his power tools, drinking beer, watching television, reading the newspaper, hunting and fishing. Both Kitty and Red's personae are a reflection of gender roles that existed in the 1970s.

	
Lisa Robin Kelly[image: External link] (seasons 2–3; recurring season 1; special appearance 5), Christina Moore[image: External link] (recurring, season 6) as Laurie Forman: Eric's beautiful but evil older sister. She is in her early 20s and flunked out of college during the first season and moves back home with her parents. Laurie enjoys tormenting Eric and manipulating her parents. She is promiscuous, often seen with various men, mainly Eric's friend Kelso, who cheats on his girlfriend Jackie. Eric, Hyde and Donna often mock her promiscuity. She also has a strained relationship with her mother who thinks of her as a freeloader. She leaves the series during the third season, but returns in a recurring role during the fifth. In season five, Fez and she marry to prevent him from getting deported. She leaves the series again during season 6 and is never seen again. During the seventh season, she is mentioned as having moved to Canada.

	
Tanya Roberts[image: External link] as Midge Pinciotti[image: External link] (seasons 1–3; special guest appearance seasons 6–7): Bob's wife, Donna's mother and Kitty's best friend, Midge is the sexy neighborhood mom about whom Eric and his male friends fantasized when coming of age. Although often dim-witted, she is also a kind-hearted woman who develops feminist ideals. Bob and she divorce when she is written out of the series after the third season, but returns during the sixth and seventh seasons in a recurring role where she and Bob almost reunite.

	
Don Stark[image: External link] as Bob Pinciotti[image: External link]: Midge's husband and Donna's father. Bob often brags about his service in the National Guard, which invariably irritates Red. Bob is also known for walking around his house with his robe wide open and no underwear. He eats constantly, even in bed. Bob is almost always in a good mood and is a ladies' man. His best friend is Red, though Red sees him as a nuisance. He usually takes the brunt of Red's abuse in a jolly manner.

	
Tommy Chong[image: External link] as Leo Chingkwake[image: External link] (seasons 4 & 8; special guest seasons 2–3 & 7): A hippie, and the owner of a Foto Hut at which Hyde once worked, Leo is an Army veteran who served in World War II, where he was awarded a Purple Heart[image: External link]. Leo often puts play before work and maintains an easy-going attitude in most things, business included. He disappears from the series after season four, but is later referenced in season five's "The Battle of Evermore[image: External link]" when the gang goes on a mission to find him, but with no luck. He returns in season seven and remains on the series until the show's end. In Season 8, he gets a new job working for Hyde at Grooves.
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Main article: List of That '70s Show episodes[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Timeline




The creators had wanted the show to have a 1970s "feel" from the beginning, so opted to set the series later in the decade, when trends and political ideologies had become firmly established and disseminated. The idea that the duration of the series would carry sociopolitical undertones also necessitated a chain of social events which could influence the characters. Thus, 1976 was chosen, which allowed episodes set within a short time frame to address streaking[image: External link], the sexual revolution[image: External link], the Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link], the 1973 oil crisis[image: External link], and the presidencies of Richard Nixon[image: External link] and Gerald Ford[image: External link], all of which were culturally influential events that occurred in the earlier years of the 1970s. The shift to 1977 during the last half of the first season also allowed the inclusion of a Star Wars[image: External link] episode (entitled "A New Hope"), as its March 1999 premiere airing roughly coincided with the May 1999 box-office debut of Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link].

Throughout the first two seasons, episodes opened with title cards showing the season/month and year (example: Late Spring, 1977 or June 1977). These, however, were largely abandoned after season 2, with few subsequent episodes using them. However, they were used again in the final episode, showing "December 31, 1979 10:45 a.m." From the premiere onward, the episode's year could be determined by the registration tags on Eric's Vista Cruiser at the end of the opening and closing credits. The final episode's closing credits showed an "80" year tag.

The show was set in May 1976 in the August 23, 1998 premiere. After 12 episodes, the series transitioned to 1977. The 23rd episode, "Grandma's Dead", was also set in 1976, because it was supposed to be the season finale of season 1. The show remained in 1977 for the next two seasons. Near the end of the third season, the series transitioned to 1978 until early in the sixth season. The remaining episodes took place in 1979, and the series finale abruptly ends during a New Year's Eve party as the characters reach "one" during a countdown to January 1, 1980.

The show's unexpected longevity (it was the only series to debut on Fox in 1998 to survive cancellation) combined with the first season jump to 1977 necessitated a slow-down of the series' timeline. Over time, this proved problematic from a narrative standpoint, as nearly every year featured a Thanksgiving and/or Christmas episode, and the teen-aged actors playing high-school student characters all aged into their mid-20s by the time their characters graduated from high school after five seasons (except Mila Kunis, who was not quite 20). As the series timeline sped up and slowed down with more rapidity near the series' climax, the timeline necessitated that several major events depicted as having occurred months apart would have in fact happened within weeks or even days of one another.

The timeline issues experienced on the show were not unprecedented, as other period-specific TV series have had similar issues. Most notably, M*A*S*H[image: External link] aired for 11 seasons despite the Korean War[image: External link] only lasting three years. Additionally, many TV series over the years that take place in the present time have characters age faster than normal while other characters age naturally[image: External link].
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The character of Eric Forman was written out of the series at the end of the seventh season[image: External link], as Topher Grace wanted to move on with his career.[11] Ashton Kutcher switched to a recurring guest role when he also chose to depart following the seventh season.[11] However, Kelso had not been written out yet, so to give better closure to the character, Kutcher appeared in the first four episodes of the eighth season (credited as a special guest star) and later returned for the finale. Tommy Chong (who began reappearing by late season 7 after a long absence) became a regular again to help fill Kelso's role as group idiot. Eric was originally supposed to be replaced by his new friend Charlie, played by Bret Harrison[image: External link], as an "innocent character", who proved fairly popular with audiences, but the character was killed off after Harrison was offered a lead role in the series The Loop[image: External link].[12] Another new character named Randy Pearson, played by Josh Meyers[image: External link], was introduced to take the place of both Eric and, to a lesser extent, Charlie.[13] Another new character, Samantha, a stripper[image: External link] played by Judy Tylor[image: External link], was added as Hyde's wife for nine episodes. The location of the show's introductory theme song was changed from the Vista Cruiser to the circle. Both Eric and Kelso returned for the series' final episode, though Grace's role was uncredited.

The eighth season was announced as the final season of the show on January 17, 2006,[14] and "That '70s Finale" was filmed a month later on February 17, 2006, first airing on May 18, 2006.[15]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by That '70s Show[image: External link]


Over the course of its run, the series was nominated for a substantial number of awards, including 16 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]. The only win for the series at this event came in 1999, when Melina Root was awarded the Emmy for Outstanding Costume Design for a Series for "That Disco Episode". Additionally, the show was nominated for a large number of Teen Choice Awards, with both Ashton Kutcher and Wilmer Valderrama winning on three occasions.
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Over the course of its run, the series was a consistent performer for Fox, becoming one of their flagship shows. Its eight seasons, consisting of 200 episodes, made it Fox's second-longest-running live-action sitcom ever behind Married... with Children[image: External link], though That '70s Show did not have the same ratings success.



	Season
	Episodes
	Timeslot
	Premiere
	Season finale
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	1[image: External link]
	1998–99[image: External link]
	25
	Sunday 8:30
	August 23, 1998
	July 26, 1999
	49[16]
	11.7



	2[image: External link]
	1999–2000[image: External link]
	26
	Tuesday 8:30
	September 28, 1999
	May 22, 2000
	86[17]
	9.0



	3[image: External link]
	2000–01[image: External link]
	25
	Tuesday 8:00
	October 3, 2000
	May 22, 2001
	65[18]
	10.8



	4[image: External link]
	2001–02[image: External link]
	27
	September 25, 2001
	May 21, 2002
	67[19]
	9.1



	5[image: External link]
	2002–03[image: External link]
	25
	Tuesday 8:00 (2002)

Wednesday 8:00 (2003)
	September 17, 2002
	May 14, 2003
	52[20]
	10.4



	6[image: External link]
	2003–04[image: External link]
	25
	Wednesday 8:00
	October 29, 2003
	May 19, 2004
	49[21]
	10.0



	7[image: External link]
	2004–05[image: External link]
	25
	September 8, 2004
	May 18, 2005
	85[22]
	7.0



	8[image: External link]
	2005–06[image: External link]
	22
	Wednesday 8:00 (2005)

Thursday 8:00 (2006)
	November 2, 2005
	May 18, 2006
	103[23]
	5.8
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Main article: List of That '70s Show home video releases[image: External link]


That '70s Show was released on DVD[image: External link] in Regions 1, 2 and 4 by Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] at an increment of two seasons per year between 2004 and 2008 and a complete series release on October 14, 2008. Mill Creek Entertainment[image: External link] released all eight seasons between 2011 and '13 and released a complete series set on May 14, 2013. On March 6, 2012, Mill Creek released the first season on Blu-ray[image: External link] and season two on October 16, 2012. On November 3, 2015, Mill Creek Entertainment released That '70s Show The Complete Series on Blu-ray 1080p with 5.1 DTS-HD Master Audio and 1.78:1 widescreen aspect ratio.[24]
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Several prominent songs from the decade can be heard on the series, and two soundtracks were released in 1999. The first is a collection of funk[image: External link], soul[image: External link], and disco[image: External link], called That '70s Album (Jammin'). The second is a collection of album-oriented rock[image: External link] songs, called That '70s Album (Rockin'). AllMusic[image: External link] gave both albums 3 out of 5 stars in their reviews.[25][26]
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In 1999, the show was remade by the ITV[image: External link] network in the United Kingdom[image: External link] as Days Like These[image: External link] using almost verbatim[image: External link] scripts with minor changes to cultural references.[27]
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Family Guy






Family Guy is an American adult[image: External link] animated sitcom[image: External link] created by Seth MacFarlane for the Fox Broadcasting Company. The series centers on the Griffins[image: External link], a family consisting of parents Peter[image: External link] and Lois[image: External link]; their children Meg, Chris[image: External link], and Stewie[image: External link]; and their anthropomorphic[image: External link] pet dog Brian[image: External link]. The show is set in the fictional city of Quahog, Rhode Island[image: External link], and exhibits much of its humor in the form of cutaway gags[image: External link] that often lampoon American culture[image: External link].

The family was conceived by MacFarlane after developing two animated films, The Life of Larry and Larry & Steve[image: External link]. MacFarlane redesigned the films' protagonist, Larry, and his dog, Steve, and renamed them Peter and Brian, respectively. MacFarlane pitched a seven-minute pilot to Fox in 1998, and the show was greenlit and began production. Shortly after the third season of Family Guy had aired in 2002, Fox canceled the series, with one episode[image: External link] left unaired. Adult Swim[image: External link] burned off[image: External link] the episode in 2003, finishing the series' original run. However, favorable DVD sales and high ratings[image: External link] for syndicated reruns on Adult Swim convinced the network to renew the show in 2004 for a fourth season, which began airing on May 1, 2005.

Since its debut on January 31, 1999, 289 episodes[image: External link] of Family Guy have been broadcast. Its fifteenth season[image: External link] began on September 25, 2016. Family Guy has been nominated for 12 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] and 11 Annie Awards, and has won three of each. In 2009, it was nominated for an Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link], the first time an animated series was nominated for the award since The Flintstones[image: External link] in 1961. Family Guy has also received criticism[image: External link], including unfavorable comparisons to The Simpsons[image: External link].

Many tie-in[image: External link] media have been released, including Stewie Griffin: The Untold Story, a straight-to-DVD[image: External link] special released in 2005; Family Guy: Live in Vegas[image: External link], a soundtrack-DVD combo released in 2005, featuring music from the show as well as original music created by MacFarlane and Walter Murphy[image: External link]; a video game and pinball machine[image: External link], released in 2006 and 2007, respectively; since 2005, six books published by Harper Adult[image: External link] based on the Family Guy universe; and Laugh It Up, Fuzzball: The Family Guy Trilogy[image: External link] (2010), a series of parodies of the original Star Wars trilogy[image: External link]. In 2008, MacFarlane confirmed that the cast was interested in producing a feature film and that he was working on a story for a film adaptation.

A spin-off series, The Cleveland Show[image: External link], featuring Cleveland Brown[image: External link], aired from September 27, 2009, to May 19, 2013. "The Simpsons Guy[image: External link]", a crossover episode with The Simpsons, aired on September 28, 2014.[2] Family Guy is a joint production by Fuzzy Door Productions[image: External link] and 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link] and syndicated by 20th Television[image: External link].[3] In 2013, TV Guide[image: External link] ranked Family Guy the ninth Greatest TV Cartoon of All Time.[4]

Family Guy premiered for a fifteenth season on September 25, 2016. A sixteenth season was silently renewed by Fox in May 2017.[5]



TOP
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Main article: List of Family Guy characters[image: External link]


The show revolves around the adventures of the Griffin family[image: External link], consisting of father Peter Griffin[image: External link], a bumbling yet well-intentioned blue-collar worker[image: External link]; Lois[image: External link], a stay-at-home mother and piano teacher who is a member of the wealthy Pewterschmidt family[image: External link]; Meg, their often-bullied teenage daughter who is also constantly ridiculed and ignored by the family; Chris[image: External link], their awkward teenage son, who is overweight, unintelligent and a younger version of his father in many respects; and Stewie[image: External link], their diabolical infant son of ambiguous sexual orientation who has adult mannerisms and uses stereotypical archvillain[image: External link] phrases. Living with the family is their witty, smoking, martini-swilling[image: External link], sarcastic, English-speaking anthropomorphic[image: External link] dog Brian[image: External link], though he is still considered a pet in many respects.[6]

Recurring characters appear alongside the Griffin family. These include the family's neighbors: sex-crazed airline pilot[image: External link] bachelor Quagmire[image: External link]; African American deli owner Cleveland[image: External link] and his wife Loretta (later Donna[image: External link]); paraplegic[image: External link] police officer Joe[image: External link], his wife Bonnie[image: External link] and their baby daughter Susie[image: External link]; neurotic Jewish pharmacist Mort[image: External link], his wife Muriel[image: External link], and their geeky and annoying son Neil[image: External link]; and elderly child molester Herbert[image: External link]. TV news anchors[image: External link] Tom Tucker[image: External link] and Diane Simmons[image: External link], Asian reporter Tricia Takanawa[image: External link], and Blaccu-Weather meteorologist[image: External link] Ollie Williams[image: External link] also make frequent appearances. Actors Adam West[image: External link] and James Woods[image: External link] guest star as themselves in various episodes.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Setting




The primary setting of Family Guy is Quahog (/'koUhag /[image: External link] [pron. ko-hog or kwo-hog]), a fictional district[image: External link] of Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link] that was founded by Peter's ancestor, Griffin Peterson. MacFarlane resided in Providence during his time as a student at Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link], and the show contains distinct Rhode Island landmarks similar to real-world locations.[7][8] MacFarlane often borrows the names of Rhode Island locations and icons such as Pawtucket[image: External link] and Buddy Cianci[image: External link] for use in the show. MacFarlane, in an interview with a news program on WNAC-TV[image: External link], Channel 64 in Providence, stated that the town is modeled after Cranston, Rhode Island[image: External link].[9]
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Main article: The Life of Larry and Larry & Steve[image: External link]


MacFarlane initially conceived Family Guy in 1995 while studying animation at the Rhode Island School of Design[image: External link] (RISD).[10] During college, he created his thesis film entitled The Life of Larry[image: External link],[10] which was submitted by his professor at RISD to Hanna-Barbera[image: External link]. MacFarlane was hired by the company.[11] In 1996 MacFarlane created a sequel to The Life of Larry entitled Larry and Steve[image: External link], which featured a middle-aged character named Larry and an intellectual dog, Steve; the short was broadcast in 1997 as one of Cartoon Network[image: External link]'s World Premiere Toons[image: External link].[10]

Executives at Fox saw the Larry shorts and contracted MacFarlane to create a series, entitled Family Guy, based on the characters.[12] Fox proposed MacFarlane complete a 15-minute short, and gave him a budget of $50,000.[13] Several aspects of Family Guy were inspired by the Larry shorts.[14] While working on the series, the characters of Larry and his dog Steve slowly evolved into Peter and Brian.[12][15] MacFarlane stated that the difference between The Life of Larry and Family Guy was that "Life of Larry was shown primarily in my dorm room and Family Guy was shown after the Super Bowl[image: External link]."[14] After the pilot aired, the series was given the green light. MacFarlane drew inspiration from several sitcoms such as The Simpsons[image: External link] and All in the Family[image: External link].[16] Premises were drawn from several 1980s Saturday morning cartoons[image: External link] he watched as a child, such as The Fonz and the Happy Days Gang[image: External link] and Rubik, the Amazing Cube[image: External link].[17]

The Griffin family first appeared on the demo that MacFarlane pitched to Fox on May 15, 1998.[18] Family Guy was originally planned to start out as short movies for the sketch show MADtv[image: External link], but the plan changed because MADtv's budget was not large enough to support animation production. MacFarlane noted that he then wanted to pitch it to Fox, as he thought that that was the place to create a prime-time animation show.[16] Family Guy was originally pitched to Fox in the same year as King of the Hill[image: External link], but the show was not bought until years later, when King of the Hill became successful.[16] Fox ordered 13 episodes of Family Guy to air in midseason after MacFarlane impressed executives with a seven-minute demo.[19]
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Main article: List of Family Guy episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	7
	January 31, 1999
	May 16, 1999
	33
	12.80[20]



	
	2[image: External link]
	21
	September 23, 1999
	August 1, 2000
	114
	6.32[21]



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	July 11, 2001
	November 9, 2003
	125
	4.50[22]



	
	4[image: External link]
	30
	May 1, 2005
	May 21, 2006
	68
	7.90[23]



	
	5[image: External link]
	18
	September 10, 2006
	May 20, 2007
	71
	7.20[24]



	
	6[image: External link]
	12
	September 23, 2007
	May 4, 2008
	84
	7.94[25]



	
	7[image: External link]
	16
	September 28, 2008
	May 17, 2009
	69
	7.56[26]



	
	8[image: External link]
	21
	September 27, 2009
	June 20, 2010
	53
	7.73[27]



	
	9[image: External link]
	18
	September 26, 2010
	May 22, 2011
	56
	7.66[28]



	
	10[image: External link]
	23
	September 25, 2011
	May 20, 2012
	63
	7.30[29]



	
	11[image: External link]
	22
	September 30, 2012
	May 19, 2013
	62
	6.94[30]



	
	12[image: External link]
	21
	September 29, 2013
	May 18, 2014
	78
	6.11[31]



	
	13[image: External link]
	18
	September 28, 2014
	May 17, 2015
	94
	5.86[32]



	
	14[image: External link]
	20
	September 27, 2015
	May 22, 2016
	111
	4.28[33]



	
	15[image: External link]
	20
	September 25, 2016
	May 21, 2017
	116
	3.98[34]
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MacFarlane has served as an executive producer[image: External link] during the show's entire history, and also functions as a creative consultant. The first executive producers were David Zuckerman[image: External link],[35] Lolee Aries[image: External link], David Pritchard, and Mike Wolf.[36] Family Guy has had many executive producers in its history, including Daniel Palladino[image: External link], Kara Vallow[image: External link], and Danny Smith[image: External link]. David A. Goodman[image: External link] joined the show as a co-executive producer in season three, and eventually became an executive producer.[37] Alex Borstein[image: External link], who voices Lois[image: External link], worked as an executive and supervising producer for the fourth[image: External link] and fifth[image: External link] seasons.[38] A more involved position on the show is the show runner[image: External link], who acts as head writer and manages the show's production for an entire season.[39]
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The first team of writers assembled for the show consisted of Chris Sheridan[image: External link],[40] Danny Smith, Gary Janetti[image: External link], Ricky Blitt[image: External link], Neil Goldman[image: External link], Garrett Donovan[image: External link], Matt Weitzman[image: External link], and Mike Barker[image: External link].[41] The writing process of Family Guy generally starts with 14 writers that take turns writing the scripts; when a script is finished it is given to the rest of the writers to read. These scripts generally include cutaway gags. Various gags are pitched to MacFarlane and the rest of the staff, and those deemed funniest are included in the episode. MacFarlane has explained that normally it takes 10 months to produce an episode because the show uses hand-drawn animation. The show rarely comments on current events for this reason.[42] The show's initial writers had never written for an animated show; and most came from live-action sitcoms.[16]

MacFarlane explains that he is a fan of 1930s and 1940s radio programs, particularly the radio thriller anthology " Suspense[image: External link]", which led him to give early episodes ominous titles like "Death Has a Shadow[image: External link]" and "Mind Over Murder[image: External link]". MacFarlane explained that the team dropped the naming convention after individual episodes became hard to identify, and the novelty wore off.[43] For the first few months of production, the writers shared one office, lent to them by the King of the Hill production crew.[43]

Credited with 19 episodes, Steve Callaghan is the most prolific writer on Family Guy staff. Many of the writers that have left the show have gone on to create or produce other successful series. Neil Goldman and Garrett Donovan[image: External link] co-wrote 13 episodes for the NBC sitcom Scrubs[image: External link] during their eight-year run on the show, while also serving as co-producers and working their way up to executive producers.[44] Mike Barker[image: External link] and Matt Weitzman[image: External link] left the show and went on to create the long-running and still ongoing adult animated series American Dad![image: External link] MacFarlane is also a co-creator of American Dad![45][46] On November 4, 2013, it was announced that Barker had departed American Dad! during its run as well, after 10 seasons of serving as producer and co-showrunner over the series.[47]

During the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], official production of the show halted for most of December 2007 and for various periods afterward. Fox continued producing episodes without MacFarlane's final approval, which he termed "a colossal dick move" in an interview with Variety[image: External link]. Though MacFarlane refused to work on the show, his contract under Fox required him to contribute to any episodes it would subsequently produce.[48] Production officially resumed after the end of the strike, with regularly airing episodes recommencing on February 17, 2008.[49] According to MacFarlane, in 2009, it costs about $2 million to make an episode of Family Guy.[50]
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Family Guy officially premiered after Fox's broadcast of Super Bowl XXXIII[image: External link] on January 31, 1999, with "Death Has a Shadow[image: External link]". The show debuted to 22 million viewers, and immediately generated controversy regarding its adult content.[51] The show returned on April 11, 1999, with "I Never Met the Dead Man[image: External link]". Family Guy garnered decent ratings in Fox's 8:30 pm slot on Sunday, scheduled between The Simpsons and The X-Files[image: External link].[19] At the end of its first season, the show ranked at #33 in the Nielsen ratings[image: External link], with 12.8 million households tuning in.[52] The show launched its second season in a new time slot, Thursday at 9 pm, on September 23, 1999. Family Guy was pitted against NBC's Frasier[image: External link], and the series' ratings declined sharply.[19] Subsequently, Fox removed Family Guy from its schedule, and began airing episodes irregularly. The show returned on March 7, 2000, at 8:30 pm on Tuesdays, where it was constantly beaten in the ratings by ABC[image: External link]'s then-new breakout hit Who Wants to Be a Millionaire[image: External link], coming in at #114 in the Nielsen ratings with 6.32 million households tuning in.[53] Fox announced that the show had been canceled in May 2000, at the end of the second season.[54] However, following a last-minute reprieve, on July 24, 2000, Fox ordered 13 additional episodes of Family Guy to form a third season.[51]

The show returned November 8, 2001, once again in a tough time slot: Thursday nights at 8:00 pm ET[image: External link]; this slot brought it into competition with Survivor[image: External link] and Friends[image: External link] (a situation that was later referenced in Stewie Griffin: The Untold Story).[55] During its second and third seasons, Fox frequently moved the show around to different days and time slots with little or no notice and, consequently, the show's ratings suffered.[56] Upon Fox's annual unveiling of its 2002 fall line-up on May 15, 2002, Family Guy was absent.[19] Fox announced that the show had been officially canceled shortly thereafter.[57]
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Fox attempted to sell the rights for reruns of the show, but finding networks that were interested was difficult; Cartoon Network[image: External link] eventually bought the rights, "[...] basically for free", according to the president of 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link].[58] Family Guy premiered in reruns on Adult Swim on April 20, 2003, and immediately became the block's top-rated program, dominating late-night viewing in its time period versus cable and broadcast competition, and boosting viewership by 239%.[19][59] The complete first and second seasons were released on DVD the same week the show premiered on Adult Swim, and the show became a cult phenomenon, selling 400,000 copies within one month.[19] Sales of the DVD set reached 2.2 million copies,[60] becoming the best-selling television DVD of 2003[61] and the second-highest-selling television DVD ever, behind the first season of Comedy Central[image: External link]'s Chappelle's Show[image: External link].[62] The third-season DVD release also sold more than a million copies.[59] The show's popularity in DVD sales and reruns rekindled Fox's interest,[63] and, on May 20, 2004, Fox ordered 35 new episodes of Family Guy, marking the first revival of a television show based on DVD sales.[62][64]

"North by North Quahog[image: External link]", which premiered May 1, 2005, was the first episode to be broadcast after the show's hiatus. It was written by MacFarlane and directed by Peter Shin[image: External link].[65] MacFarlane believed the show's three-year hiatus was beneficial because animated shows do not normally have hiatuses, and towards the end of their seasons, "... you see a lot more sex jokes and bodily function jokes and signs of a fatigued staff that their brains are just fried".[66] With "North by North Quahog", the writing staff tried to keep the show "[...] exactly as it was" before its cancellation, and "None of us had any desire to make it look any slicker".[66] The episode was watched by 11.85 million viewers,[67] the show's highest ratings since the airing of the first season[image: External link] episode "Brian: Portrait of a Dog[image: External link]".[68]
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In March 2007 comedian Carol Burnett[image: External link] filed a $6 million lawsuit against 20th Century-Fox, claiming that her charwoman[image: External link] cartoon character had been portrayed on the show without her permission. She stated it was a trademark infringement, and that Fox violated her publicity rights.[69][70][71] On June 4, 2007, United States District Judge Dean D. Pregerson[image: External link] rejected the lawsuit, stating that the parody was protected under the First Amendment[image: External link], citing Hustler Magazine v. Falwell[image: External link] as a precedent.[72]

On October 3, 2007, Bourne Co. Music Publishers[image: External link] filed a lawsuit accusing the show of infringing its copyright[image: External link] on the song "When You Wish Upon a Star[image: External link]", through a parody song entitled "I Need a Jew" appearing in the episode "When You Wish Upon a Weinstein[image: External link]". Bourne Co., the sole United States copyright owner of the song, alleged the parody pairs a "thinly veiled" copy of its music with antisemitic[image: External link] lyrics. Named in the suit were 20th Century Fox Film Corp.[image: External link], Fox Broadcasting Co., Cartoon Network[image: External link], MacFarlane and Murphy[image: External link]; the suit sought to stop the program's distribution and asked for unspecified damages.[73] Bourne argued that "I Need a Jew" uses the copyrighted melody of "When You Wish Upon a Star" without commenting on that song, and that it was therefore not a First Amendment-protected parody per the ruling in Campbell v. Acuff-Rose Music, Inc.[image: External link][74][75] On March 16, 2009, United States District Judge Deborah Batts[image: External link] held that Family Guy did not infringe on Bourne's copyright when it transformed the song for comical use in an episode.[76]

In December 2007, Family Guy was again accused of copyright infringement when actor Art Metrano[image: External link] filed a lawsuit regarding a scene in Stewie Griffin: The Untold Story, in which Jesus performs Metrano's signature "magic" act involving absurd "faux" magical hand gestures while humming the distinctive tune "Fine and Dandy[image: External link]".[77] 20th Century Fox, MacFarlane, Callaghan and Borstein were all named in the suit.[78] In July 2009 a federal district court judge rejected Fox's motion to dismiss, saying that the first three fair use factors involved — "purpose and character of the use", "nature of the infringed work" and "amount and substantiality of the taking" — counted in Metrano's favor, while the fourth — "economic impact" — had to await more fact-finding. In denying the dismissal, the court held that the reference in the scene made light of Jesus and his followers — not Metrano or his act.[79][80] The case was settled out of court in 2010 with undisclosed terms.[81]
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Further information: List of Family Guy cast members[image: External link] and List of Family Guy guest stars[image: External link]


Seth MacFarlane voices three of the show's main characters: Peter Griffin[image: External link], Brian Griffin[image: External link], and Stewie Griffin[image: External link].[82] Since MacFarlane had a strong vision for these characters, he chose to voice them himself, believing it would be easier than for someone else to attempt it.[17] MacFarlane drew inspiration for the voice of Peter from a security guard he overheard talking while attending the Rhode Island School of Design.[83] Stewie's voice was based on the voice of English actor Rex Harrison[image: External link],[84] especially his performance in the 1964 musical drama film My Fair Lady[image: External link].[85] MacFarlane uses his regular speaking voice when playing Brian.[17] MacFarlane also provides the voices for various other recurring and one-time-only characters, most prominently those of the Griffins' neighbor Glenn Quagmire[image: External link], news anchor Tom Tucker[image: External link], and Lois' father, Carter Pewterschmidt[image: External link].[86]

Alex Borstein[image: External link] voices Peter's wife Lois Griffin[image: External link], Asian correspondent Tricia Takanawa[image: External link], Loretta Brown[image: External link], and Lois' mother, Barbara Pewterschmidt[image: External link].[87] Borstein was asked to provide a voice for the pilot while she was working on MADtv. She had not met MacFarlane or seen any of his artwork, and said it was "really sight unseen".[88] At the time, Borstein was performing in a stage show in Los Angeles. She played a redheaded mother whose voice she had based on one of her cousins.[87][88]

Seth Green[image: External link] primarily voices Chris Griffin[image: External link] and Neil Goldman[image: External link].[86][89] Green stated that he did an impression of the character Buffalo Bill[image: External link] from the thriller film The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] during his audition.[90][91]

Mila Kunis and Lacey Chabert have both voiced Meg Griffin.[86] Chabert left the series because of time conflicts with schoolwork and her role on Party of Five[image: External link]. When Kunis auditioned for the role, she was called back by MacFarlane, who instructed her to speak slower. He then told her to come back another time and enunciate more. Once she claimed that she had it under control, MacFarlane hired her.[92]

Mike Henry[image: External link] voices Cleveland Brown[image: External link], Herbert[image: External link], Bruce the Performance Artist[image: External link], Consuela[image: External link] and the Greased-up Deaf Guy[image: External link].[93] Henry met MacFarlane at the Rhode Island School of Design, and kept in touch with him after they graduated.[94] A few years later, MacFarlane contacted him about being part of the show; he agreed and came on as a writer and voice actor.[94] During the show's first four seasons, he was credited as a guest star, but beginning with season five[image: External link]'s "Prick Up Your Ears[image: External link]", he has been credited as a main cast member.[94]

Other recurring cast members include Adam West[image: External link] as the eponymous[image: External link] Mayor Adam West[image: External link];[95] Jennifer Tilly[image: External link] as Bonnie Swanson[image: External link];[96] John G. Brennan[image: External link] as Mort Goldman[image: External link] and Horace the bartender[image: External link]; Carlos Alazraqui[image: External link] as Jonathan Weed[image: External link];[97][98] Adam Carolla[image: External link] and Norm Macdonald[image: External link] as Death[image: External link];[99] Lori Alan[image: External link] as Diane Simmons[image: External link];[100] and Phil LaMarr[image: External link] as Ollie Williams[image: External link] and the judge.[101] Fellow cartoonist Butch Hartman[image: External link] has made guest voice appearances in many episodes as various characters.[102] Also, writer Danny Smith[image: External link] voices various recurring characters, such as Ernie the Giant Chicken[image: External link].[103] Alexandra Breckenridge[image: External link] also appears as many various characters.

Episodes often feature guest voices from a wide range of professions, including actors, athletes, authors, bands, musicians, and scientists. Many guest voices star as themselves. Leslie Uggams[image: External link] was the first to appear as herself, in the fourth episode of the first season, "Mind Over Murder[image: External link]".[104] The episode "Not All Dogs Go to Heaven[image: External link]" guest starred the entire cast of Star Trek: The Next Generation[image: External link], including Patrick Stewart[image: External link], Jonathan Frakes[image: External link], Brent Spiner[image: External link], LeVar Burton[image: External link], Gates McFadden[image: External link], Michael Dorn[image: External link], Wil Wheaton[image: External link], Marina Sirtis[image: External link], and even Denise Crosby[image: External link] (season 1 as Tasha Yar[image: External link]), playing themselves; this is the episode with the most guest stars of the seventh season.[105][106]
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Further information: Road to... (Family Guy)[image: External link]


The "Road to" episodes are a series of hallmark travel episodes.[107][108][109] They are a parody of the seven Road to...[image: External link] comedy films starring Bing Crosby[image: External link] and Bob Hope[image: External link].[108] These episodes have always involved Stewie[image: External link] and Brian[image: External link] in some foreign, supernatural or science-fiction location, unrelated to the show's normal location in Quahog. The first, entitled "Road to Rhode Island[image: External link]", aired on May 30, 2000, during the second season[image: External link]. The episodes are known for featuring elaborate musical numbers[image: External link], similar to the Road films.[110] The episodes contain several trademarks, including a special version of the opening sequence, custom musical cues[image: External link] and musical numbers, and parodies of science fiction and fantasy films.[111]

The original idea for the "Road to" episodes came from MacFarlane, as he is a fan of the films of Crosby, Hope and Lamour. The first episode was directed by Dan Povenmire[image: External link], who would direct the rest of the "Road to" episodes until the episode "Road to Rupert[image: External link]", at which point he had left the show to create Phineas and Ferb[image: External link].[112][113] Series regular Greg Colton then took over Povenmire's role as director of the "Road to" episodes.[114]

The "Road to" episodes are generally considered by critics and fans to be some of the greatest in the series, thanks to the developing relationship between Stewie and Brian, and the strong plotlines of the episodes themselves.[115]
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Family Guy uses the filmmaking technique of cutaways[image: External link], which occur in the majority of Family Guy episodes.[116] Emphasis is often placed on gags which make reference to current events and/or modern cultural icons.

Early episodes based much of their comedy on Stewie's "super villain" antics, such as his constant plans for total world domination, his evil experiments, plans and inventions to get rid of things he dislikes, and his constant attempts at matricide[image: External link]. As the series progressed, the writers and MacFarlane agreed that his personality and the jokes were starting to feel dated, so they began writing him with a different personality.[117] Family Guy often includes self-referential[image: External link] humor. The most common form is jokes about Fox Broadcasting, and occasions where the characters break the fourth wall[image: External link] by addressing the audience. For example, in "North by North Quahog[image: External link]", the first episode that aired after the show's revival, included Peter telling the family that they had been cancelled because Fox had to make room in their schedule for shows like Dark Angel[image: External link], Titus[image: External link], Undeclared[image: External link], Action[image: External link], That '80s Show[image: External link], Wonderfalls[image: External link], Fastlane[image: External link], Andy Richter Controls the Universe[image: External link], Skin[image: External link], Girls Club[image: External link], Cracking Up[image: External link], The Pitts[image: External link], Firefly[image: External link], Get Real[image: External link], Freakylinks[image: External link], Wanda at Large[image: External link], Costello[image: External link], The Lone Gunmen[image: External link], A Minute with Stan Hooper[image: External link], Normal, Ohio[image: External link], Pasadena[image: External link], Harsh Realm[image: External link], Keen Eddie[image: External link], The $treet[image: External link], The American Embassy[image: External link], Cedric the Entertainer Presents[image: External link], The Tick[image: External link], Luis[image: External link], and Greg the Bunny[image: External link]. Lois asks whether there is any hope, to which Peter replies that if all these shows are canceled they might have a chance; the shows were indeed canceled during Family Guy's hiatus.[118][119][120]

The show uses catchphrases[image: External link], and most of the primary and secondary characters have them. Notable expressions include Quagmire's "Giggity giggity goo", Peter's "Freakin' sweet", and Joe's "Bring it on!"[117] The use of many of these catchphrases declined in later seasons. The episode "Big Man on Hippocampus[image: External link]" mocks catchphrase-based humor: when Peter, who has forgotten everything about his life, is introduced to Meg, he exclaims " D'oh![image: External link]", to which Lois replies, "No, Peter, that's not your catchphrase."[121]
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In 2016, a New York Times[image: External link] study of the 50 TV shows with the most Facebook Likes[image: External link] found that like other satirical comedies, Family Guy "is most popular in cities. The show's popularity was more correlated with support for Hillary Clinton[image: External link] than any other show".[122]
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	Season
	Episodes
	Time slot ( ET[image: External link])
	Season premiere
	Season finale
	Overall ratings



	Date
	Viewers

(in millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(in millions)
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	1[image: External link]
	1998–99[image: External link]
	7
	Sunday 8:30 PM
	January 31, 1999
	22.01[123]
	May 16, 1999
	N/A
	33
	12.80



	2[image: External link]
	1999–2000[image: External link]
	21
	Thursday 9:00 PM
	September 23, 1999
	N/A
	August 1, 2000
	N/A
	114
	6.32



	3[image: External link]
	2001–02[image: External link]
	22
	Thursday 8:00 PM
	July 11, 2001
	N/A
	November 9, 2003
	N/A
	125
	4.50



	4[image: External link]
	2005–06[image: External link]
	30
	Sunday 9:00 PM
	May 1, 2005
	11.85[124]
	May 21, 2006
	7.88[125]
	68
	7.90



	5[image: External link]
	2006–07[image: External link]
	18
	September 10, 2006
	9.93[126]
	May 20, 2007
	9.15[127]
	71
	7.20



	6[image: External link]
	2007–08[image: External link]
	12
	September 23, 2007
	10.86[128]
	May 4, 2008
	7.68[129]
	84
	7.94



	7[image: External link]
	2008–09[image: External link]
	16
	September 28, 2008
	9.20[128]
	May 17, 2009
	7.33[130]
	69
	7.56



	8[image: External link]
	2009–10[image: External link]
	21
	September 27, 2009
	10.17[131]
	June 20, 2010
	6.13[132]
	53
	7.56



	9[image: External link]
	2010–11[image: External link]
	18
	September 26, 2010
	9.41[133]
	May 22, 2011
	5.85[134]
	56
	7.66



	10[image: External link]
	2011–12[image: External link]
	23
	September 25, 2011
	7.69[135]
	May 20, 2012
	5.35[136]
	70
	7.30



	11[image: External link]
	2012–13[image: External link]
	22
	September 30, 2012
	6.55[137]
	May 19, 2013
	5.16[138]
	63
	6.94



	12[image: External link]
	2013–14[image: External link]
	21
	Sunday 9:00 PM (1-11)

Sunday 8:30 PM (12-21)
	September 29, 2013
	5.20[139]
	May 18, 2014
	3.85[140]
	78
	6.11[141]



	13[image: External link]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	18
	Sunday 9:00 PM
	September 28, 2014
	8.45[142]
	May 17, 2015
	2.85[143]
	94
	5.86[32]



	14[image: External link]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	20
	September 27, 2015
	2.87[144]
	May 22, 2016
	2.59[145]
	111
	4.28[33]



	15[image: External link]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	20
	September 25, 2016
	2.80[146]
	May 21, 2017
	2.14[147]
	116
	3.93[34]
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 Critical reception




Catherine Seipp of National Review Online[image: External link] described it as a "nasty but extremely funny" cartoon.[148] Caryn James of The New York Times called it a show with an "outrageously satirical family" that "includes plenty of comic possibilities and parodies".[149] The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] named Family Guy the "Show of the Week" on April 21, 2009, hailing it a "pop culture-heavy masterpiece".[150] Frazier Moore from The Seattle Times[image: External link] called it an "endless craving for humor about bodily emissions". He thought it was "breathtakingly smart" and said a "blend of the ingenious with the raw helps account for its much broader appeal". He summarized it as "rude, crude and deliciously wrong".[151] The New Yorker[image: External link]'s Nancy Franklin said that Family Guy is becoming one of the best animated shows; she commented on its ribaldry and popularity.[152] The show has become a hit on Hulu[image: External link]; it is the second-highest viewed show after Saturday Night Live[image: External link].[153] IGN[image: External link] called Family Guy a great show, and commented that it has gotten better since its revival. They stated that they cannot imagine another half-hour sitcom that provides as many laughs as Family Guy.[154] Empire[image: External link] praised the show and its writers for creating really hilarious moments with unlikely material. They commented that one of the reasons they love the show is because nothing is sacred—it makes jokes and gags of almost everything.[155] Robin Pierson of The TV Critic praised the series as "a different kind of animated comedy which clearly sets out to do jokes which other cartoons can't do."[156] Family Guy has proven popular in the United Kingdom, regularly obtaining between 700,000 and 1 million viewers for re-runs on BBC Three[image: External link].[157]

The series has attracted many celebrities. Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] telephoned the show production staff and asked if he could produce or assist in an episode's creation, as his son is a fan of the show; the producers subsequently created a character for Downey.[158] Lauren Conrad[image: External link] met MacFarlane while recording a Laguna Beach[image: External link] clip for the episode "Prick Up Your Ears[image: External link]" (season 5, 2006).[159][160] She has watched Family Guy for years and considers Stewie her favorite character.[159] Commenting on his appearance in the episode "Big Man on Hippocampus" (season 8, 2010), actor Dwayne Johnson[image: External link] stated that he was a "big fan" of Family Guy.[161] Johnson befriended MacFarlane after he had a minor role in Johnson's 2010 film Tooth Fairy[image: External link].[161] R&B singer Rihanna[image: External link] has admitted to being a fan of Family Guy,[162] as has pop singer Britney Spears[image: External link]; she tries to imitate Stewie's English accent.[163] Spears, who was mocked for her personal problems in the South Park[image: External link] episode "Britney's New Look[image: External link]" in 2008, offered to appear in a cameo to hit back at the similar animated show, but MacFarlane declined, stating that he did not want to start a feud with the series.[164]
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 Awards




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Family Guy[image: External link]


Family Guy and its cast have been nominated for thirteen Emmy Awards[image: External link], with five wins. MacFarlane won the Outstanding Voice-Over Performance[image: External link] award for his performance as Stewie;[165] Murphy and MacFarlane won the Outstanding Music and Lyrics award for the song "You Got a Lot to See" from the episode "Brian Wallows and Peter's Swallows[image: External link]";[165] Steven Fonti[image: External link] won the Outstanding Individual Achievement in Animation award for his storyboard work in the episode "No Chris Left Behind[image: External link]";[166] and Greg Colton won the Outstanding Individual Achievement in Animation award for his storyboard work in the episode "Road to the Multiverse[image: External link]".[167] The show was nominated for eleven Annie Awards, and won three times, twice in 2006 and once in 2008.[168][169][170] In 2009 it was nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link], becoming the first animated program to be nominated in this category since The Flintstones[image: External link] in 1961.[171] The Simpsons was almost nominated in 1993, but voters were hesitant to pit cartoons against live action programs.[172][173] The show was nominated for a Grammy[image: External link] in 2011.[174] Family Guy has been nominated and has won various other awards, including the Teen Choice Awards and the People's Choice Awards[image: External link].[175][176][177] In the 1,000th issue of Entertainment Weekly, Brian Griffin was selected as the dog for "The Perfect TV Family".[178] Wizard Magazine[image: External link] rated Stewie the 95th-greatest villain of all time.[179] British newspaper The Times[image: External link] rated Family Guy as the 45th-best American show in 2009.[180] IGN ranked Family Guy at number seven in the "Top 100 Animated Series" and number six in the "Top 25 Primetime Animated Series of All Time".[154][181] Empire named it the twelfth-greatest TV show of all time.[155] In 2005 viewers of the UK television channel Channel 4[image: External link] voted Family Guy at number 5 on their list of the 100 Greatest Cartoons.[182] Brian was awarded the 2009 Stoner of the Year award by High Times[image: External link] for the episode " 420[image: External link]", marking the first time an animated character received the honor.[183] In 2007 TV Guide ranked Family Guy number 15 in their list of top cult shows ever.[184] Family Guy has garnered six Golden Reel Awards[image: External link] nominations, winning three times.[185] In 2013, TV Guide[image: External link] ranked Family Guy the ninth Greatest TV Cartoon of All Time.[4]
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 Criticism and controversy




See also: Criticism of Family Guy[image: External link]


One of the initial critics to give the show negative reviews was Ken Tucker from Entertainment Weekly; he called it "The Simpsons as conceived by a singularly sophomoric mind that lacks any reference point beyond other TV shows".[186][187] The Parents Television Council[image: External link] (PTC), a conservative, non-profit watchdog[image: External link], has attacked the series since its premiere and has branded various episodes as "Worst TV Show of the Week".[188][189][190] In May 2000 the PTC launched a letter-writing campaign to the Fox network in an effort to persuade the network to cancel the show.[191] The PTC has placed the show on their annual lists of "Worst Prime-Time Shows for Family Viewing" in 2000, 2005, and 2006.[192][193][194] The Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] has received multiple petitions requesting that the show be blocked from broadcasting on indecency[image: External link] grounds.[195] Tucker and the PTC have both accused the show of portraying religion negatively, and of being racist.[196][197] Because of the PTC, some advertisers have canceled their contracts after reviewing the content of the episodes, claiming it to be unsuitable.[198][199] Critics have compared the show's humor and characters with those of The Simpsons.[186][200]

Various episodes of the show have generated controversy. In " 420[image: External link]" (season seven[image: External link], 2009) Brian decides to start a campaign to legalize cannabis[image: External link] in Quahog; the Venezuelan government[image: External link] reacted negatively to the episode and banned Family Guy from airing on their local networks, which generally syndicate American programming. Venezuelan justice minister[image: External link] Tareck El Aissami[image: External link], citing the promotion of the use of cannabis, stated that any cable stations that did not stop airing the series would be fined;[201] the government showed a clip which featured Brian and Stewie singing the praises of marijuana as a demonstration of how the United States supports cannabis use.[202] In "Extra Large Medium[image: External link]" (season eight[image: External link], 2010) a character named Ellen (who has Down syndrome[image: External link]) states that her mother is the former Governor of Alaska[image: External link], which strongly implies that her mother is Sarah Palin[image: External link], the only woman to have served in the office of governor in the state. Sarah Palin, the mother of a special-needs child[image: External link], criticized the episode in an appearance on The O'Reilly Factor[image: External link], calling those who made the show "cruel, cold-hearted people."[203]
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 Broadcast




Family Guy premiered in Australia on April 9, 1999, on the Seven Network[image: External link], in 2000 on Fox8[image: External link], and on 7mate[image: External link] on September 27, 2010.[204] In Canada, the series started airing January 31, 1999 on Global[image: External link][205] and September 1, 2003 on Teletoon[image: External link]. The show aired on Global until 2015. Beginning in the 2015–16 season, it started to air on City[image: External link] instead.[206] In the past the show was also syndicated on TVtropolis (now DTour[image: External link]) and on Adult Swim[image: External link] from July 4, 2012. The show also airs in India on Star World Premiere[image: External link],[207] in Ireland on 3e[image: External link],[208] and in New Zealand on Four[image: External link].[209]

In the United Kingdom, Family Guy premiered in September 1999, originally on Channel 4[image: External link] and Sky One[image: External link]. In January 2005, FX[image: External link] (now Fox) began broadcasting the show.[210] From October 2005, BBC Two[image: External link][211] started screening Family Guy before switching to BBC Three[image: External link] on September 2006.[212] In March 2015, it was announced that season 14 of Family Guy and all of MacFarlane's other cartoons will transfer to ITV2[image: External link], premiering on February 29, 2016,[213][214] while the BBC would continue to hold the rights until 2017 for older episodes.[215][216]
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 Other media
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 Books




Family Guy: It Takes a Village Idiot, and I Married One was written by executive story editor Cherry Chevapravatdumrong[image: External link] and actress Alex Borstein[image: External link]. The book was first published on May 8, 2007.[217] The book is a biographical monologue by Lois Griffin discussing her memories of growing up and to her attempted run for mayor in the town of Quahog. Though the book primarily consists of a loose narrative monologue by Lois, it is also interspersed with sections from other characters such as Peter Griffin. The book covers events featured in the Family Guy episode "It Takes a Village Idiot, and I Married One[image: External link]", with which it shares a title. It was published in the United Kingdom in 2007 by Orion Books[image: External link].[218]

A comic book based on the Family Guy universe was produced. Published by Titan Comics[image: External link], edited by Steve White[image: External link] and illustrated by Anthony Williams[image: External link] and S. L. Gallant. The writing and the illustrations will be supervised by the show's producers.[219] The first comic book was released on July 27, 2011.[219]
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 Live performances




As promotion for the show, and, as Newman described, "[to] expand interest in the show beyond its diehard fans",[220] Fox organized four Family Guy Live! performances, which featured cast members reading old episodes aloud. The cast also performed musical numbers from the Family Guy: Live in Vegas[image: External link] comedy album.[220] The stage shows were an extension of a performance by the cast during the 2004 Montreal Comedy Festival[image: External link].[220] The Family Guy Live! performances, which took place in Los Angeles and New York, sold out and were attended by around 1,200 people each.[221]

In 2007, at the 59th Annual Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], MacFarlane performed (as the digitally inserted Stewie and Brian) the ceremony's opening number. He performed a song insulting modern television to the tune of the song "The Fellas At The Freakin' F.C.C." performed in the episode PTV[image: External link]. The song insulted TV shows such as Two and a Half Men[image: External link], Desperate Housewives[image: External link], and Scrubs[image: External link], as well as the final scene[image: External link] of The Sopranos[image: External link].

In 2009, a special televised performance show aired entitled Family Guy Presents Seth & Alex's Almost Live Comedy Show, in which voice actors Alex Borstein[image: External link] and MacFarlane performed songs from the show, as well as a parody of Lady Gaga[image: External link]'s song "Poker Face[image: External link]" in the voice of Marlee Matlin[image: External link], who appeared on stage as a guest during the performance. Some new animated gags also appeared in the show.[222]
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 Film




On July 22, 2007, in an interview with The Hollywood Reporter, MacFarlane announced that he may start working on a feature film, although "nothing's official."[223] In TV Week[image: External link] on July 18, 2008, MacFarlane confirmed plans to produce a theatrically released Family Guy feature film sometime "within the next year."[224] He came up with an idea for the story, "something that you could not do on the show, which [to him] is the only reason to do a movie." He later went to say he imagines the film to be "an old-style musical with dialogue" similar to The Sound of Music[image: External link], saying that he would "really be trying to capture, musically, that feel."[225] On October 13, 2011, Seth MacFarlane confirmed that a deal for a Family Guy film had been made, and that it would be written by himself and series co-producer Ricky Blitt.[226]

On November 30, 2012, MacFarlane confirmed plans to produce a Family Guy film.[227] The project was put on hold while MacFarlane worked on Ted 2[image: External link].[228]
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 Spin-off




Main article: The Cleveland Show[image: External link]


MacFarlane co-created—alongside Mike Henry[image: External link] and Richard Appel[image: External link]—the Family Guy spin-off The Cleveland Show[image: External link], which premiered September 27, 2009. They began discussing the project in 2007.[229][230] Appel and Henry served as the show's executive producers and showrunners, handling the day-to-day operations, with limited involvement from MacFarlane.[231] Henry and Appel conceived the show as "more of a family show, a sweeter show" than Family Guy.[232] The first season consisted of 22 episodes,[233] and the show was picked up by Fox for a second season, which consisted of 13 episodes. The announcement was made on May 3, 2009, before the first season began.[234] It was extended to a full second season.[235] Appel signed a new three-year, seven-figure deal with Fox to continue serving as showrunner on The Cleveland Show in 2010. Fox chairman Gary Newman commented: "What is special about him is his incredible leadership ability."[236] The show follows the Family Guy character Cleveland Brown[image: External link], who is voiced by Henry, as he leaves the town of Quahog and moves with his son to start his own adventure.[229]

Fox canceled The Cleveland Show on May 13, 2013, roughly a week before the May 19 conclusion of its fourth season[image: External link].[237] On July 16, 2013, MacFarlane confirmed an upcoming twelfth season[image: External link] episode of Family Guy centering on Cleveland's return to Quahog.[238]
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 Video games




The Family Guy Video Game! is a 2006 action game[image: External link] released by 2K Games[image: External link] and developed by High Voltage Software[image: External link]. The game received mixed reviews, averaging 50% favorable reviews for the PlayStation 2 version,[239] 51% for the PlayStation Portable version,[240] and 53% for the Xbox version,[241] according to review aggregator Metacritic[image: External link]. The game received praise for its humor,[242] but was criticized for its short playtime[243] and "uninteresting gameplay".[244] On November 2, 2009, IGN journalist Ryan Langley reported the production of a Family Guy-based party game[image: External link] for the Xbox 360[image: External link], PlayStation 3[image: External link], and Wii[image: External link]. He cited the LinkedIn[image: External link] profiles of former HB Studios[image: External link] developer Chris Kolmatycki and Invisible Entertainment co-owner Ron Doucet, which stated that the individuals had worked on the game.[245] MacFarlane recorded exclusive material of Peter's voice and other Family Guy characters for a 2007 pinball machine of the show by Stern Pinball[image: External link].[246] A game called Family Guy Online[image: External link] was announced.[247]

Family Guy: Back to the Multiverse[image: External link], which is centered around the episode "Road to the Multiverse[image: External link]", was released on November 20, 2012.

Family Guy: The Quest for Stuff[image: External link] launched on iOS and Android on April 10, 2014.

Family Guy: Another Freakin Mobile Game was released on iOS on April 25, 2017.[248]
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 Crossovers with other animated series




An event known as "Night of the Hurricane[image: External link]" depicts a hurricane hitting the hometowns of MacFarlane's sitcoms Family Guy, American Dad![image: External link] and The Cleveland Show[image: External link], culminating in a stand-off among the three fathers of each family.

It was announced that a special episode of Family Guy featuring an official crossover with The Simpsons would premiere in 2014. At San Diego Comic Con[image: External link] a 5-minute preview was shown. The episode is titled "The Simpsons Guy[image: External link]" and aired September 28, 2014.[249]
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 Merchandise




Main article: List of Family Guy DVDs[image: External link]


As of 2009, six books have been released about the Family Guy universe, all published by HarperCollins[image: External link] since 2005.[250] The first, Family Guy: Stewie's Guide to World Domination[image: External link] (ISBN 978-0-06-077321-2[image: External link]) by Steve Callahan, was released in April 26, 2005. Written in the style of a graphic novel[image: External link], the plot follows Stewie's plans to rule the world.[251] Other books include Family Guy: It Takes a Village Idiot, and I Married One[image: External link] (ISBN 978-0-7528-7593-4[image: External link]), which covers the events of the episode "It Takes a Village Idiot, and I Married One[image: External link]";[252] and Family Guy and Philosophy: A Cure for the Petarded (ISBN 978-1-4051-6316-3[image: External link]), a collection of 17 essays exploring the connections between the series and historical philosophers.[253] A book written from Brian's point of view (written by Andrew Goldberg[image: External link]) was published in 2006, called Brian Griffin's Guide to Booze, Broads and the Lost Art of Being a Man.[254]

Family Guy has been commercially successful in the home market.[255] The show was the first to be resurrected because of high DVD sales.[256][257] The first volume, covering the show's first two seasons, sold 1.67 million units, topping TV DVD sales in 2003, while the second volume sold another million units.[256][258] Volumes six and seven debuted at fifth place in United States DVD sales;[259][260] volume seven was the highest-selling television DVD, selling 171,000 units by June 21, 2009.[260] Family Guy Presents Blue Harvest, the DVD featuring the Star Wars special "Blue Harvest[image: External link]", was released on January 15, 2008, and premiered at the top of United States DVD sales.[261] The DVD was the first Family Guy DVD to include a digital copy for download to the iPod.[261] In 2004, the first series of Family Guy toy figurines was released by Mezco Toyz[image: External link]; each member of the Griffin family had their own toy, with the exception of Stewie, of whom two different figures were made.[262] Over the course of two years, four more series of toy figures were released, with various forms of Peter.[263] In 2008, the character Peter appeared in advertisements for Subway Restaurants[image: External link], promoting the restaurant's massive feast sandwich.[264][265]
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 See also





	Seth MacFarlane's Cavalcade of Cartoon Comedy[image: External link]
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Informational notes



	
^ Episode 50, "When You Wish Upon a Weinstein[image: External link]", was first broadcast on Adult Swim[image: External link] and episode 147, "Partial Terms of Endearment[image: External link]", was first broadcast on BBC Three[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link].
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Ashton Kutcher






Christopher Ashton Kutcher (/'kUtSer /[image: External link]; born February 7, 1978)[1] is an American actor and investor.[2][3][4] Kutcher began his career as a model and began his acting career portraying Michael Kelso[image: External link] in the Fox sitcom That '70s Show, which aired for eight seasons. He made his film debut in the romantic comedy Coming Soon[image: External link] and became known by audiences in the comedy film Dude, Where's My Car?[image: External link], which was a box office hit. In 2003, Kutcher appeared in romantic comedies Just Married[image: External link] and My Boss's Daughter[image: External link] and, the same year, he created, produced, and hosted Punk'd[image: External link] which aired on MTV for five seasons until its revival in 2012. In 2004, Kutcher starred in the lead role of the psychological film The Butterfly Effect[image: External link] and gained public recognition.

Kutcher subsequently appeared in more romantic comedies, including Guess Who[image: External link] (2005), A Lot Like Love[image: External link] (2005), What Happens in Vegas[image: External link] (2008), and No Strings Attached[image: External link] (2011). From 2011 to 2015, he starred as Walden Schmidt[image: External link] on the CBS[image: External link] sitcom Two and a Half Men[image: External link]. In 2013, Kutcher portrayed Steve Jobs[image: External link] in the biographical film Jobs[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Kutcher was born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa[image: External link], to Diane (née Finnegan), a Procter & Gamble[image: External link] employee, and Larry M. Kutcher, a factory worker.[5][6] His father is of Czech descent, while his mother is of Czech, German, and Irish ancestry.[7][8] Kutcher was raised in a "relatively conservative" Catholic[image: External link] family.[9] He has an older sister named Tausha and a fraternal twin[image: External link] brother named Michael, who had a heart transplant[image: External link] when the brothers were young children. Michael also has cerebral palsy[image: External link] and is a spokesperson for the advocacy organization Reaching for the Stars.[10] Michael's cardiomyopathy[image: External link] caused Kutcher's home life to become increasingly stressful. He has said that he "didn't want to come home and find more bad news" about his brother, stating, "I kept myself so busy that I didn't allow myself to feel."[11] Kutcher stated that, when he was 13, he contemplated committing suicide[image: External link] to save his brother's life with a heart transplant; when he told his father he was considering jumping from a Cedar Rapids hospital balcony, his father dissuaded him from doing so shortly before doctors announced that a transplant had become available from an accident victim in another state.[12]

Kutcher attended Washington High School[image: External link] in Cedar Rapids for his freshman year, before his family moved to Homestead, Iowa[image: External link], where he attended Clear Creek Amana High School[image: External link]. During high school, he developed a passion for acting and appeared in school plays. However, Kutcher's home life worsened as his parents divorced when he was 16. During his senior year, he broke into his high school at midnight with his cousin in an attempt to steal money; he was arrested leaving the scene. Kutcher was convicted of third-degree burglary[image: External link] and sentenced to three years' probation[image: External link] and 180 hours of community service[image: External link]. Kutcher stated that although the experience "straightened him out", he lost his girlfriend and anticipated college scholarships, and was ostracized at school and in his community.[13]

Kutcher enrolled at the University of Iowa[image: External link] in August 1996, where his planned major was biochemical engineering[image: External link], motivated by the desire to find a cure for his brother's heart ailment.[6] At college, Kutcher was kicked out of his apartment for being too "noisy" and "wild".[14] Kutcher stated, "I thought I knew everything but I didn't have a clue. I was partying, and I woke up many mornings not knowing what I had done the night before. I played way too hard. I am amazed I am not dead."[15] To earn money for his tuition, Kutcher worked as a college summer hire in the cereal department for the General Mills[image: External link] plant in Cedar Rapids, and sometimes sold his blood.[16] While at the University of Iowa, he was approached by a model scout at a bar called The Airliner in Iowa City, Iowa[image: External link],[17] and was recruited to enter the "Fresh Faces of Iowa" modeling competition. After placing first, he dropped out of college and won a trip to New York City to the International Modeling and Talent Association[image: External link] (IMTA) Convention. After his stay in New York City, Kutcher returned to Cedar Rapids, before relocating to Los Angeles to pursue a career in acting.[14]
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 Career
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 Modeling




After participating in an IMTA competition (losing to Josh Duhamel[image: External link]) in 1998, Kutcher signed with Next modeling agency in New York, appeared in commercials for Calvin Klein[image: External link], and modelled in Paris and Milan.[18]
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 Acting




After his success in modeling, Kutcher moved to Los Angeles after his first audition,[19] was cast as Michael Kelso[image: External link] in the television series That '70s Show, from 1998 to 2006. Kutcher was cast in a series of film roles; although he auditioned but was not cast for the role of Danny Walker in Pearl Harbor[image: External link] (2001) (replaced by Josh Hartnett[image: External link]), he starred in several comedy films, including Dude, Where's My Car?[image: External link] (2000), Just Married[image: External link] (2003), and Guess Who[image: External link] (2005). He appeared in the 2003 family film, Cheaper By The Dozen[image: External link], as a self-obsessed actor. In the 2004 drama film The Butterfly Effect[image: External link] Kutcher, played a conflicted young man who time travels. The film received mixed to negative reviews, but was a box office success.[13] In 2003, Kutcher produced and starred as the host in his own series, MTV's Punk'd[image: External link] that involved hidden camera[image: External link] tricks performed on celebrities. He is also an executive producer of the reality television shows Beauty and the Geek[image: External link], Adventures in Hollyhood[image: External link] (based around the rap group Three 6 Mafia[image: External link]), The Real Wedding Crashers[image: External link], and the game show Opportunity Knocks[image: External link]. Many of his production credits, including Punk'd, come through Katalyst Films[image: External link], a production company he runs with partner Jason Goldberg[image: External link].[20] A 2004 interviewer described Kutcher as a "hunky young actor [who] is heading in all different directions at once", including "the hot L.A. restaurant Dolce":


"If anything, I'm a trier," says Kutcher between puffs of filtered Lucky Strikes. "I think, more than anything, it comes from the fact that my father always had several irons in the fire. Also, I don't want to fail. If something doesn't work out—if That '70s Show got canceled or if I wasn't going to have a film career—I always wanted to have backup contingency plans. So I just started doing other things; and on a half-hour sitcom, you're really only working for 30 hours a week. It allows a lot of time for sitting around, which I always kind of filled with work."[21]



Because of scheduling conflicts with the filming of The Guardian[image: External link], Kutcher was forced not to renew his contract for the eighth and final season of That '70s Show, although he appeared in its first four episodes (credited as a special guest star) and returned for the series finale.[13] Kutcher produced and starred in the 2010 action comedy, Killers[image: External link], in which he played a hitman.[22] In May 2011, Kutcher was announced as Charlie Sheen[image: External link]'s replacement on the series Two and a Half Men[image: External link].[23] Kutcher's contract was for one year and was believed to be worth nearly $20 million.[24] His debut as the character Walden Schmidt[image: External link], entitled "Nice to Meet You, Walden Schmidt[image: External link]", was seen by 28.7 million people on September 19, 2011. The Nielsen ratings[image: External link] company reported that figure was more than any episode in the show's first eight seasons, when Sheen starred in it.[25][26] Kutcher earned $750,000 an episode on the show.[27] The show ended with a forty-minute series finale "Of Course He's Dead[image: External link]" on February 19, 2015.
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 Venture capitalism and investment




Beyond the entertainment world, Kutcher is also a venture capitalist. Kutcher has also successfully invested in several high technology startups.[28][29] Some of his investments include Skype[image: External link], Foursquare[image: External link], Airbnb[image: External link], Path[image: External link] and Fab.com[image: External link].[30] He is a co-founder of the venture capital firm A-Grade Investments[image: External link][31] with Guy Oseary[image: External link] and Ron Burkle[image: External link] and fund manager Chris Hollod[image: External link]. At SXSW[image: External link] on March 14, 2015, Kutcher announced Sound Ventures, the successor to A-Grade Investments managing a fund backed by institutional funding.[32]

On October 29, 2013, Lenovo[image: External link] announced that it has hired Kutcher as product engineer.[33] Kutcher was part of the management team for Ooma[image: External link], a tech start-up launched in September 2007. Ooma is in the Voice over Internet Protocol[image: External link] business and Kutcher's role was as Creative Director. He spearheaded a marketing campaign and produced viral videos to promote this service. Kutcher also created an interactive arm of Katalyst called Katalyst Media[image: External link], with his partner from Katalyst Films, Jason Goldberg. Their first site was the animated cartoon Blah Girls. Ooma revamped its sales and marketing strategy with a new management team in the summer of 2008, replacing Kutcher as their creative director. Rich Buchanan, from Sling Media, became Ooma's Chief Marketing Officer.[34]
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 Restaurant




Kutcher has invested in an Italian restaurant, Dolce[13] (other owners include Danny Masterson[image: External link] and Wilmer Valderrama[image: External link]) and a Japanese-themed restaurant named Geisha House with locations in Atlanta, Los Angeles, and New York City.[35] Geisha House went out of business on June 1, 2013.[36]
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 Shark Tank




Kutcher appeared as a guest Shark during the seventh season of reality TV[image: External link] show Shark Tank[image: External link], which premiered on September 25, 2015.[37] On the show, he invested in Slyde Handboards[image: External link] with Mark Cuban.[38]
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 Other work




In 2009, Kutcher established an international human rights organization with his then-wife Demi Moore[image: External link]. DNA Foundation, later known as Thorn: Digital Defenders of Children[image: External link], works to address the sexual exploitation of children and the proliferation of child pornography on a global scale.[39]

On March 23, 2011, Kutcher launched his own Twitter[image: External link] client with UberMedia called A.plus. While the app was initially available exclusively for desktop computers[image: External link] with Adobe Air[image: External link] installed, it eventually became available on mobile platforms, for iPhone[image: External link], Android[image: External link], and BlackBerry[image: External link]. In order to download on one of the 3 mobile platforms, users must first have the UberSocial client installed on their device and then proceed to the device's browser to download A.plus.[40][41]

In 2013, Kutcher teamed up with Evan Beard[image: External link] and Kendall Dabaghi[image: External link] to launch A Plus[image: External link], where Kutcher is currently Chairman of the Board.[42] Initially a product discovery service,[43] it morphed in April 2014 to a social media-driven content platform focused on upbeat stories.[44] It was officially launched in that incarnation in January 2015.[45] It has reported 27.5 million monthly uniques in the United States, has an Alexa[image: External link] rank of about 11787 (4019 in the US), and is ranked by Quantcast as a top 50 site in the US in terms of unique visitors.[42][46]
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 Personal life
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 Relationships




Kutcher and actress Demi Moore[image: External link] married on September 24, 2005.[47] On November 17, 2011, Moore announced her intention to end the marriage.[48] After over a year of separation, Kutcher filed for divorce from Moore on December 21, 2012, in Los Angeles Superior Court, citing irreconcilable differences[image: External link].[49] The divorce was finalized on November 27, 2013.[47]

Kutcher began dating his former That '70s Show co-star Mila Kunis during the first half of 2012.[50] After they became engaged in February 2014,[51] she gave birth to their daughter Wyatt in 2014.[52][53] Kunis married Kutcher in July 2015.[54] She gave birth to a son named Dimitri Portwood in November 2016.[55]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Interests and beliefs




Kutcher describes himself as a fiscal conservative[image: External link] and social liberal[image: External link].[56] He trains in the martial art Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link]. He is currently a purple belt under Rigan Machado[image: External link].[57]

On September 17, 2008, Kutcher was named the assistant coach for the freshman football team at Harvard-Westlake School[image: External link] in Los Angeles. However, he was unable to return in 2009 because he was filming Spread[image: External link].[58][59]

In February 2011, Kutcher sold his Hollywood Hills[image: External link] home, which he originally bought in 2004.[60]

Kutcher has been a student of Kabbalah[image: External link], a form of Jewish mysticism, for several years.[61] His No Strings Attached[image: External link] co-star, Natalie Portman, stated in 2011 that Kutcher "has taught me more about Judaism than I think I have ever learned from anyone else".[62] On trips to Israel, Kutcher visited Kabbalah centers in Tel Aviv[image: External link] and in Tsfat[image: External link].[61] In 2013, Kutcher remarked, "Israel is near and dear to my heart... coming to Israel is sort of coming back to the source of creation – trying to get closer to that. And as a creative person, going to the source of creation is really inspiring. And this place has been really inspiring for me – not only on a spiritual level, but also on an artistic and creative level."[63]

In April 2012, Kutcher became the 500th paying customer to sign up to ride Virgin Galactic[image: External link]'s SpaceShipTwo[image: External link].[64]
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 Social media presence




On April 16, 2009, Kutcher became the first Twitter user to reach more than 1 million followers,[65] beating CNN[image: External link] in the site's "Million followers contest".[66][67] However, there have been several reports that Twitter manipulated the contest's results by preventing users from "unfollowing" Kutcher or CNN.[68]

In November 2011, Kutcher received much criticism for his tweet in response to the Jerry Sandusky child sexual abuse scandal[image: External link], calling the firing of Penn State football coach Joe Paterno[image: External link] "in poor taste".[69] Kutcher subsequently turned over management of his Twitter account to his team at the Katalyst Media company.[70]

On March 8, 2015, Kutcher sparked a national debate regarding the lack of equal access to diaper changing facilities in men's restrooms with this Facebook[image: External link] post: "There are NEVER diaper changing stations in mens [sic] public restrooms. The first public men's room that I go into that has one gets a free shout out on my FB page!"

Kutcher has leveraged his social media presence, particularly on Facebook, to post and promote content published by A Plus[image: External link], a social media-driven content platform and associated company of which he is the chairman.[42]

In April 2011, Kutcher and then-wife Demi Moore[image: External link] began a public service announcement[image: External link] campaign to end child sex trafficking[image: External link].[71] Kutcher claimed that 100,000 to 300,000 American children were sold into sexual slavery. The number was criticized by newspaper The Village Voice. Kutcher and others including the New York Times, CSPAN[image: External link], and CNN used a peer-reviewed study referring to minors at risk for sexual exploitation.[72] The Village Voice, from their research, said it was only hundreds of children.[73] Kutcher claimed the criticism by the Village Voice promoted child prostitution and used Twitter to request that Village Voice advertisers withdraw their advertising from publications owned by its parent company.[74][75]
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	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1999
	Coming Soon[image: External link]
	Louie
	



	2000
	Down to You[image: External link]
	Jim Morrison[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Reindeer Games[image: External link]
	College Kid
	



	2000
	Dude, Where's My Car?[image: External link]
	Jesse Montgomery III
	



	2001
	Texas Rangers[image: External link]
	George Durham
	



	2003
	Just Married[image: External link]
	Tom Leezak
	



	2003
	My Boss's Daughter[image: External link]
	Tom Stansfield
	



	2003
	Cheaper by the Dozen[image: External link]
	Hank
	Uncredited[76]



	2004
	The Butterfly Effect[image: External link]
	Evan Treborn
	



	2005
	Guess Who[image: External link]
	Simon Green
	



	2005
	A Lot like Love[image: External link]
	Oliver Martin
	



	2006
	Bobby[image: External link]
	Fisher
	



	2006
	The Guardian[image: External link]
	Jake Fischer
	



	2006
	Open Season[image: External link]
	Elliot (voice)
	



	2008
	What Happens in Vegas[image: External link]
	Jack Fuller
	



	2009
	Spread[image: External link]
	Nikki
	



	2009
	Personal Effects[image: External link]
	Walter
	



	2010
	Valentine's Day[image: External link]
	Reed Bennet
	



	2010
	Killers[image: External link]
	Spencer Aimes
	



	2011
	No Strings Attached[image: External link]
	Adam Franklin
	



	2011
	New Year's Eve[image: External link]
	Randy
	Segment: "Elevator Story"



	2013
	Jobs[image: External link]
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Annie[image: External link]
	Simon Goodspeed
	Cameo



	2014
	The Man Who Saved the World[image: External link]
	Himself
	Documentary



	2017
	The Long Home[image: External link]
	Nathan Winer, Sr.
	Post-production






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998–2006
	That '70s Show
	Michael Kelso[image: External link]
	184 episodes

Main role (Seasons 1–7)

Recurring guest (Season 8)



	2001
	Just Shoot Me[image: External link]
	Dean Cassidy
	Episode: "Mayas and Tigers and Deans, Oh My"



	2002
	Grounded for Life[image: External link]
	Cousin Scott
	Episode: "Dust in the Wind"



	2003–07; 2012
	Punk'd[image: External link]
	Himself
	Creator, host, producer



	2005
	Robot Chicken[image: External link]
	Michael Kelso

Michael Knight

Templeton 'Faceman' Peck

TiVo Addict (voices)
	3 episodes



	2008
	Miss Guided[image: External link]
	Beaux
	Episode: "Hot Sub"



	2011–15
	Two and a Half Men[image: External link]
	Walden Schmidt[image: External link]
	Lead role (Season 9–12); 85 episodes



	2013
	Men at Work[image: External link]
	Eric
	Uncredited

Episode: "Long Distance Tyler"



	2016
	Family Guy
	Himself (voice)
	Episode: "Candy, Quahog Marshmallow[image: External link]"



	2016–present
	The Ranch[image: External link]
	Colt Bennett
	Main role; 20 episodes
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2003–07; 2012
	Punk'd[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	79 episodes



	2003
	My Boss's Daughter[image: External link]
	Co-producer
	



	2004
	The Butterfly Effect[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	



	2004
	You've Got a Friend[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	8 episodes



	2005–08
	Beauty and the Geek[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	48 episodes



	2007
	Adventures in Hollyhood[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	8 episodes



	2007
	Miss Guided[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	7 episodes



	2007
	Game Show in My Head[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	8 episodes



	2007
	The Real Wedding Crashers[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	7 episodes



	2007
	Room 401[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	8 episodes



	2008
	Pop Fiction[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	1 episode



	2008–09
	Opportunity Knocks[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	3 episodes



	2009
	True Beauty[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	4 episodes



	2009
	The Beautiful Life[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	5 episodes



	2009
	Spread[image: External link]
	
	



	2010
	Killers[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	



	2012–13
	Rituals
	Executive producer
	3 episodes



	2013
	Forever Young[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	6 episodes
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Ashton Kutcher[image: External link]


Since he started acting, Kutcher has been nominated by the Teen Choice Awards the most, he has won awards for his romantic comedies A lot like love, What Happens in Vegas and No Strings Attached. In 1999, he was nominated by the Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a TV Series by a Supporting Young Actor as Michael Kelso[image: External link] in That '70s Show. He has also been nominated by the Kid's Choice Awards[image: External link], MTV Movie Awards, People's Choice Awards[image: External link] and the Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link].[77]
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Macaulay Culkin






Macaulay Carson Culkin (born August 26, 1980)[1] is an American actor. He became famous as a child actor for his role as Kevin McCallister in the family comedy Home Alone[image: External link] (1990) and its sequel Home Alone 2: Lost in New York[image: External link] (1992). He is also known for his roles in Uncle Buck[image: External link] (1989), My Girl[image: External link] (1991), The Good Son[image: External link] (1993), The Pagemaster[image: External link] (1994), Richie Rich[image: External link] (1994), Party Monster[image: External link] (2003), and the music video[image: External link] for Michael Jackson[image: External link]'s "Black or White[image: External link]". At the height of his fame, he was regarded as the most successful child actor since Shirley Temple[image: External link].[2] Culkin ranked at number two on VH1[image: External link]'s list of the "100 Greatest Kid-Stars" and E!'s list of the "50 Greatest Child Stars".[3]



TOP
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 Early life




Culkin was born in New York City[image: External link].[1] His father, Christopher Cornelius "Kit" Culkin[image: External link], is a former actor known for his productions on Broadway and is the brother of actress Bonnie Bedelia[image: External link]. His mother is Patricia Brentrup, who never married Culkin.[4] He was raised Roman Catholic[image: External link],[5] and attended a Catholic school (St. Joseph's School of Yorkville) for five years[6] before moving on to Professional Children's School[image: External link]. He also studied ballet[image: External link] at the School of American Ballet[image: External link].[7] Macaulay Carson Culkin was named after Thomas Babington Macaulay[image: External link]. He was given the middle name Carson so he would then be named after Kit Carson[image: External link] of the old west.[8] Culkin was the third of seven children, five boys and two girls: Shane (born 1976), Dakota (1979–2008),[9] Kieran[image: External link] (born 1982), Quinn (born 1984), Christian (born 1987), and Rory[image: External link] (born 1989). During Culkin's early childhood, the family lived in a small apartment; his mother was a telephone operator and his father worked as a sacristan[image: External link] at a local Catholic church.[10]
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 Career




Culkin began acting at the age of four. Early roles saw him appearing in a stage production of Bach Babies at the New York Philharmonic[image: External link]. He continued appearing in roles on stage, television, and films throughout the 1980s. Notable parts in this period included an episode of the popular action series The Equalizer[image: External link], in which he played a kidnapping[image: External link] victim, and in the TV movie The Midnight Hour[image: External link]. In 1989, he starred in Uncle Buck[image: External link] with John Candy[image: External link].[11]

Culkin rose to international fame with his lead role as Kevin McCallister in the blockbuster film Home Alone[image: External link] (1990), where he was reunited with Uncle Buck writer and director John Hughes[image: External link] and Uncle Buck co-star John Candy.[12] He reprised the role of Kevin in the 1992 sequel Home Alone 2: Lost in New York[image: External link]. Culkin also starred in a Saturday morning cartoon[image: External link] entitled Wish Kid[image: External link] and hosted Saturday Night Live[image: External link] in late 1991. Despite the huge success of Uncle Buck, Home Alone, Home Alone 2: Lost in New York and My Girl, other films Culkin acted in, such as The Good Son[image: External link], only did reasonably well (although he was nominated for MTV Movie Award[image: External link] in the category for Best Villain[image: External link] for his performance in the film). Getting Even with Dad[image: External link], The Pagemaster[image: External link], and Richie Rich[image: External link], all released in 1994, were only mildly successful at the box office. He also appeared, while a student at the School of American Ballet, in a filmed version of The Nutcracker[image: External link] as the title role in 1993, which was staged by Peter Martins[image: External link] from the 1954 George Balanchine New York City Ballet version[image: External link] of the work. He appeared in the 1998 music video for the song " Sunday[image: External link]" by the rock band Sonic Youth[image: External link].

After several years of inactivity, Culkin returned to acting, in 2000, with a role in the play Madame Melville[image: External link], which was staged in London's West End.[13] In the spring of 2003, he made a guest appearance on the NBC[image: External link] sitcom Will & Grace[image: External link].[14] His role as Karen Walker[image: External link]'s deceptively immature divorce lawyer won him favorable reviews. Culkin headed back into motion pictures in 2003 with Party Monster[image: External link], in which he played a role very different from those he was known for; that of party promoter Michael Alig[image: External link], a drug user and murderer. He quickly followed that with a supporting part in Saved![image: External link], as a cynical wheelchair-using, non-Christian student in a conservative Christian high school. Though Saved! only had modest success at the box office, Culkin received positive reviews for his role in the film and its implications for a career as an adult actor.[15][16][17] Culkin began doing voice-over[image: External link] work, with appearances in Seth Green[image: External link]'s Robot Chicken[image: External link]. In 2006, he published an experimental, semi-autobiographical novel, Junior[image: External link], which featured details about Culkin's stardom and his shaky relationship with his father. Culkin starred in Sex and Breakfast[image: External link], a dark comedy written and directed by Miles Brandman.[18] Alexis Dziena[image: External link], Kuno Becker[image: External link] and Eliza Dushku[image: External link] also star in this story of a couple whose therapist recommends they engage in group sex. Shooting for the film, Culkin's first since Saved![image: External link], took place in September 2006. The film opened in Los Angeles on November 30, 2007 and was released on DVD on January 22, 2008 by First Look Pictures. Culkin's next project was a role in the thirteen-episode NBC[image: External link] television series Kings[image: External link] as Andrew Cross.[19]

In 2009, Culkin appeared in a UK-based commercial for Aviva[image: External link] Insurance (formerly Norwich Union) to help promote their company's rebranding. Culkin stared into the camera stating, "Remember me." On August 17, 2009, Culkin made a brief cameo appearance on WWE Raw[image: External link] at the Scottrade Center[image: External link] in St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link], following a "falls count anywhere" match between Hornswoggle[image: External link] and Chavo Guerrero[image: External link], in which Guerrero was defeated by the classic Home Alone gag of rigging a swinging paint can to hit him upon opening a door. Culkin appeared in the doorway and said, "That's not funny." In February 2010, Culkin appeared in an episode of Poppy de Villeneuve[image: External link]'s online series for The New York Times, The Park. On March 7 of the same year, he appeared alongside actors Matthew Broderick[image: External link], Molly Ringwald[image: External link], Judd Nelson[image: External link], Ally Sheedy[image: External link], Anthony Michael Hall[image: External link], and Jon Cryer[image: External link] in a tribute to the late John Hughes. In April 2011, Culkin was featured in musician Adam Green[image: External link]'s experimental film The Wrong Ferarri[image: External link], which was entirely shot on an iPhone[image: External link]. In the same month, he also appeared in the music video for "Stamp Your Name On It" performed by Green's former bandmate Jack Dishel[image: External link]/Only Son. In September 2012, he appeared in a video on YouTube explaining how he turned his apartment in New York into a painting workshop.[20]

In 2013, Culkin directed and co-produced a short called "Macaulay Culkin Eating a Slice of Pizza" co-starring Phoebe Kreutz.[21]

In July 2016, Culkin had joined the meerkats Aleksandr and Sergei in Compare the Meerkat[image: External link]'s new ad.[22]
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 The Pizza Underground




Main article: The Pizza Underground[image: External link]


In December 2013, a viral video of Culkin eating a cheese pizza was uploaded to YouTube. He was parodying Andy Warhol[image: External link] consuming a Burger King Whopper in Jørgen Leth[image: External link]'s documentary 66 Scenes from America.[23] Culkin was promoting the debut of his New York-based, pizza-themed comedy rock band the Pizza Underground[image: External link].[24] Their tour began in Brooklyn on January 24, 2014.[25] In late May 2014, Culkin stormed off stage at Rock City[image: External link] during his kazoo[image: External link] solo after fans began booing and throwing pints of beer at the band.[26] They subsequently cancelled the remaining U.K.[image: External link] shows, though they claimed the cancellation had nothing to do with the Rock City performance.[27]

On July 10, 2016, Culkin revealed that the Pizza Underground is splitting up and their next album will be the last.[28]
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Culkin stated in a May 27, 2004, interview on Larry King Live[image: External link] that he tends to refrain from disclosing aspects of his personal life, though he discussed his life as a child actor, the conflict in his family life (including his estrangement from his father), and how he retired from acting at age 14.[29] Culkin married actress Rachel Miner[image: External link] in 1998,[30] but the couple separated in 2000[31] and divorced in 2002.[32]

Culkin began dating actress Mila Kunis in May 2002.[32] By 2006, he was residing in New York, and Kunis was in Los Angeles.[33] On January 3, 2011, Kunis's publicist confirmed reports that Culkin and Kunis had ended their relationship several months previously, saying, "The split was amicable, and they remain close friends."[34]

Culkin has been dating former All My Children[image: External link] actress Jordan Lane Price[image: External link] since November 2013.[35] Since 2013, Culkin lives in Paris[image: External link].[36]
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On September 17, 2004, Culkin was arrested in Oklahoma City[image: External link] for the possession of 17.3 grams (0.61 oz) of marijuana[image: External link] and two controlled substances, 16.5 milligrams (0.25 grains[image: External link]) of Alprazolam[image: External link] and 32 milligrams (0.5 gr) of Clonazepam[image: External link],[37] for which he was briefly jailed, then released on a $4,000 bail.[38][39] After being arraigned in court for misdemeanor drug offenses, he pleaded not guilty at the trial (October 15, 2004, to June 9, 2005), then later reversed the plea to guilty. He received three one-year suspended prison sentences[image: External link] and was ordered to pay $540 in fees.[40]
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Around the time of the first Home Alone movie, Culkin became close friends with pop singer Michael Jackson[image: External link],[41] making an appearance in Jackson's "Black or White[image: External link]" music video.[42] After sexual abuse[image: External link] allegations involving Michael Jackson, Culkin spoke at Jackson's trial[image: External link], and reported he had slept in Jackson's bedroom on countless occasions but also stated that Jackson's bedroom was arranged over two stories and that Jackson had never sexually molested him or touched him in improper ways. Culkin referred to the allegations as "absolutely ridiculous."[43] Culkin attended Jackson's burial[image: External link] on September 3, 2009.[44]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1988
	Rocket Gibraltar[image: External link]
	Cy Blue Black
	



	1989
	See You in the Morning[image: External link]
	Billy Livingstone
	



	1989
	Uncle Buck[image: External link]
	Miles Russell
	



	1990
	Jacob's Ladder[image: External link]
	Gabe Singer
	Uncredited[45]



	1990
	Home Alone[image: External link]
	Kevin McCallister
	American Comedy Award for Funniest Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]

Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Emerging Actor[image: External link]

Young Artist Award for Best Young Actor Starring in a Motion Picture

Nominated – Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]



	1991
	Only the Lonely[image: External link]
	Billy Muldoon
	



	1991
	My Girl[image: External link]
	Thomas J. Sennett
	MTV Movie Award for Best Kiss shared with Anna Chlumsky[image: External link]

Nominated – MTV Movie Award for Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link] shared with Anna Chlumsky[image: External link]



	1992
	Home Alone 2: Lost in New York[image: External link]
	Kevin McCallister
	



	1993
	Dangerous: The Short Films[image: External link]
	Himself
	Seen in Black or White



	1993
	The Good Son[image: External link]
	Henry Evans
	Nominated – MTV Movie Award for Best Villain



	1993
	The Nutcracker[image: External link]
	The Nutcracker Prince
	



	1994
	Getting Even with Dad[image: External link]
	Timmy Gleason
	Nominated – Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Actor[image: External link]

Nominated – Stinkers Bad Movie Awards[image: External link] for Worst Actor[46]



	1994
	The Pagemaster[image: External link]
	Richard Tyler
	Nominated – Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Actor[image: External link]

Nominated – Stinkers Bad Movie Awards[image: External link] for Worst Actor



	1994
	Richie Rich[image: External link]
	Richard "Richie" Rich Jr.
	Nominated – Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Actor[image: External link]

Nominated – Stinkers Bad Movie Awards[image: External link] for Worst Actor



	2003
	Party Monster[image: External link]
	Michael Alig[image: External link]
	



	2004
	Saved![image: External link]
	Roland Stockard
	



	2007
	Sex and Breakfast[image: External link]
	James Fitz
	



	2011
	The Wrong Ferarri[image: External link]
	Himself
	



	2015
	Adam Green's Aladdin[image: External link]
	Ralph
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1985
	The Midnight Hour[image: External link]
	Halloween Kid
	TV movie



	1988
	The Equalizer[image: External link]
	Paul Gephardt
	Episode: "Something Green"



	1991
	Wish Kid[image: External link]
	Nicholas McClary
	Voice



	1991
	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Host
	Episode: "Macaulay Culkin/Tin Machine[image: External link]"



	1994
	Frasier[image: External link]
	Elliot
	Voice

Episode: "Seat of Power"



	2003
	Will & Grace[image: External link]
	Jason "JT" Towne
	Episode: "May Divorce Be with You"



	2004
	Foster Hall
	Clark Hall
	TV movie



	2009
	Kings[image: External link]
	Andrew Cross
	Episodes: "Judgment Day"

"The Sabbath Queen"

"Pilgrimage"

"The New King: Part One"

"The New King: Part Two"



	2005–2010
	Robot Chicken[image: External link]
	Bastian Bux

Kevin McCallister

Billy

Kid (voice)
	Episodes: "Junk in the Trunk"

"Badunkadunk"

"That Hurts Me"

"Dragon Nuts"

"Robot Chicken's DP Christmas Special"



	2015–2016
	The Jim Gaffigan Show[image: External link]
	Himself
	guest-star
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[15] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California[image: External link]. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[16]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[17] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California[image: External link] for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]
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 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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 American period




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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 Geography




See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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 Cityscape




Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Overview




The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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 Landmarks




See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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 Topography




The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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 Geology




Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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 Environmental issues




Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2016
	3,976,322
	[89]
	4.8%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[90]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][91] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[92] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[92] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[92]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[92]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[92]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[92]
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 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[94]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[94]
	7.1%[95]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[92] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[96] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[92] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[93] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighboorhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz[image: External link].

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[97] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[93]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[98][99] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[100] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[101] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[102] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[103] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[104] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[105] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[106]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[107]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[108] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[108]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[109] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[110] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[111]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles.[112] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[113]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[114]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[115]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[116] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[117]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[118]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[117] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[119] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[120] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[120] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[121]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[122]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[123]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[124][125][126] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][127] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[128]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[129] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[130] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[131] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[132]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[133][134] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[135][136] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[137] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[138] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[139]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][140] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[140]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[141] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[142]
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 Education





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[143] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[144] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[145]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], Fox, and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety[image: External link] (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[146]
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Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[147] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[148] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[149]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[150] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[150] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[151]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[152] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[153]
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The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[154][155] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[156] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[157]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[158] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[159][160]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[161]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[162]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[163]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[164]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[165]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[166]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][167]
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Jackie Burkhart






Jacqueline "Jackie" Beulah Burkhart (born September 24, 1961) is a fictional character[image: External link] portrayed by Mila Kunis on the Fox Network sitcom[image: External link] That '70s Show. Jackie is one of the two female leads in the show.



TOP
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 Personality




Jackie is a self-centered, spoiled member of a wealthy family who can be rather insensitive to the needs and feelings of others, though is regarded by many as attractive and fashionable, about which she can be quite vain. She is one of the program's most conceited characters, and can behave quite selfishly. She looks down upon those of lower status in her school and has been said to treat them unfairly, and on the occasions she has treated them with respect she has not continued to do so for very long or only did it knowing that she could be rewarded for behaving in such a manner, such as when she ran for the title of "Snow Queen" but was utterly disappointed when she loses the election. For the most part, Jackie only cares about herself, and fashion is among one of the few other things that she is concerned about. She believes herself to be very beautiful and appealing and has been involved in romantic relationships with Michael Kelso[image: External link], Steven Hyde[image: External link], and Fez[image: External link] at different points in the series. She starts to change when she starts dating Hyde and by doing so, becomes cemented as a member of the group. Even after her break up with Hyde, they remained good friends and she continued hanging around. She also becomes less shallow and cares about others. In the season 8 episode "Fun It[image: External link]", it is revealed she has coulrophobia[image: External link] (an irrational fear of clowns) ever since her seventh birthday party.
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Jackie's friendships tend to be complicated. While people might be endeared to her good heart and her triumphs over major life upheavals, her habit of being condescending to others keeps them at a distance.

Although she frequently criticizes Donna[image: External link]'s dress, physique and feminism, she repeatedly calls herself Donna's best friend. Even though she thinks Donna is boring and unattractive when compared to herself, she believes Donna could do much better than Eric[image: External link]. Despite their extremely different personalities, Donna serves as Jackie's de facto big sister and often tries to look out for her when she feels Jackie is making a mistake, more often than not due to lack of common sense. After her father is sent to prison in the middle of season five, Jackie moves in with the Pinciottis after the Formans learn that she has secretly been living with Hyde[image: External link] in his basement room. Jackie is also defensive of Donna; she displays this often by insulting or kicking Eric for doing something stupid, for example Eric makes a sexist comment so Jackie kicks him in the shin in the episode "Won't Get Fooled Again." Although both girls often tease one another they show genuine friendship. In the episode "Squeeze Box" Donna shows how much she trusts Jackie when she runs in to talk about Eric. Jackie also demonstrates her level of care for Donna when she helps pay for Donnas wedding ring in the episode "No Quarter".

Of the group, Jackie and Eric seemed to dislike each other the most in the beginning, though as the series progresses, they develop a friendship. Throughout the series, the two have a clear "frenemy" relationship. They demonstrate their annoyance with each other, but show compassion for each other many times, and through it all, are close. In the beginning of the series, Jackie admits to trusting and liking Eric, confiding in him that she might be pregnant. In "The Pill", for example, she says to Eric's surprise, "Look, I've always been able to trust you--and, God, you are such a nice guy." Later in the episode, once Kelso threatens to break up with Jackie, Eric yells at him, having developed protective feelings towards her. This proves that their burning of each other throughout the show is only for laughs and friendly bickering, as none of their hostility is ever serious. Eric is consistent in ignoring Jackie as an object of sexual desire, but this changes in "What Is and What Should Never Be" where Hyde helps Eric realize that Jackie is "hot." After this, Eric has shown to have a sexual attraction to her, as shown in many episodes. Jackie is sometimes demeaning towards Eric due to his effeminate qualities, dorkiness and physical weakness. They have been known to occasionally help each other out. In the episode "Jackie's Cheese Squeeze," Eric admits that they are "friends," as long as they don't refer to each other as such in public, and in the season seven finale, Jackie calls Eric from Chicago and admits that she's always cared for him and that he was always very special to her.

Early on, Red[image: External link] remarks she was the favorite of Eric's friends for her ability to hold a flashlight on a car.[1] Jackie has run crying into Red's arms no fewer than three times, all of which left him baffled and uncomfortable. Red finds Jackie as annoying as everyone else, but she still loves him because he's the closest thing she has to a father.
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When the show premieres, Jackie is dating Michael Kelso[image: External link], a good-looking, brainless goofball. She decides to finally lose her virginity to him when he is released from jail after being mistakenly arrested for driving a stolen car.[2] Jackie gets on Kelso's friends' nerves on a daily basis and Kelso repeatedly says that he is going to break up with her. However, in the first season it is Jackie who ends the relationship - twice. First, after Kelso is caught kissing Pam Macy (they get back together in the very same episode) [3] and again after a pregnancy scare. However, admitting that they miss each other, they get back together at the Junior Prom.[4]

In season 2, Kelso is seduced by Eric's promiscuous and manipulative sister, Laurie, who later on begins a physical affair with him. Later in the season, Jackie eventually discovers his repeated infidelities and breaks up with him without realizing that Kelso has told Laurie that he is done with her since he only loves Jackie.[5] After this breakup she is openly hostile to Kelso and many things clearly remain unfinished between them. She often insults him in front of his friends to get his attention and just for the sake of bringing him up. By season 3, she does eventually warm up to him. Following Kelso's breakup with Laurie, Kelso apologizes to Jackie for cheating on her because now he knows how it feels to be cheated on as Laurie cheated on him, except he states that what happened to him and Jackie was different because they were actually really in love. After this, Jackie begins to notice that Kelso has matured somehow, so Jackie devises a series of "tests" for Kelso to see if they should reconcile. He passes her tests and they get back together.[6] Kelso remains loyal to Jackie after that and stays with her throughout season four, and they enjoy a happier, more loving relationship. However, towards the end of season 4, Jackie's father tells her that if she stays with Kelso, he will cut her off financially. She ends up choosing Kelso, and gets a job. Later, Kelso begins to spend less time with Jackie as a result of his joining a modeling agency and she is caught kissing her boss by Eric. This event spurs a period of discovery for Jackie and Kelso. After reading Cosmopolitan[image: External link], Kelso realizes that the reason he cheated on Jackie with Laurie was because Jackie has always bossed him around and made him feel bad about himself. Following this revelation, he breaks up with her (true to form, the breakup doesn't stick and they reunite one episode later).[7]

In the season four finale, Jackie and Kelso both agree that they don't want to stay broken up. So, Jackie has Kelso choose to kiss any girl at The Hub to make things even between them and they can move on and be together again. Kelso surprises Jackie when he pretends to look around the room, but ends up choosing to kiss her. Jackie decides that it's time for Kelso to really choose her. Without warning, she brings up marriage to Kelso and decides that they're getting married. Kelso, feeling overwhelmed, flees to California. When he returns in the beginning of season five, he (along with the others) is horrified to learn that she has begun dating Hyde[image: External link]. Jackie continues to date Hyde for most of the season, but when Kelso introduces Annette to the gang, Jackie finds herself clearly jealous and tells Donna that Michael is still supposed to pine over her. Later in the episode, she claims to not be jealous anymore, but the moment she sees Annette kissing Kelso, she screams, "Get off my boyfriend!" For the rest of the season, Kelso is clearly not over Jackie and doesn't realize that he's indirectly trying to win her back. Towards the end of season five, as Jackie comforts Kelso, he states that no one understands him like she does. In the finale, Kelso and Hyde make Jackie choose between the two of them and she chooses herself. By the beginning of season six, Kelso claims that he is happy and genuinely enjoying their new friendship. He spends the rest of the season trying to move on with his life, joins the police academy and impregnates a girl named Brooke and spends the rest of season 6 and 7 taking care of the baby.

Towards the end season seven, however, Kelso drives Jackie to Chicago after her break-up with Hyde, and Jackie asks him to spend some time with her before he leaves. He is later seen entering Jackie's hotel room in only a towel, implying that he and Jackie were about to sleep together, but runs off nude into the night when he sees that Hyde has come to the hotel to get Jackie back.[8] In the beginning of season eight, with Hyde married to a stripper, Jackie figures out her own life. Kelso considers marrying Jackie and states that the happiest time of his life was with Jackie and claims he still loves her. When Fez[image: External link] tells Jackie what Kelso intends, she considers the proposal and decides that if he asks, she will accept. However, he gets offered a job out of town and realizes he can move on with his life, but Fez reveals to him that he has already told Jackie of the proposal. Kelso grows angry, and states that he loves Jackie and that he knows in the future, they will be together, but now is not the right time, but since Fez has implied that Kelso will lose all of his chances with Jackie if he doesn't propose now, Kelso ends up proposing at Red and Kitty[image: External link]'s anniversary party, though, she turns him down giving practically the same reasons as Kelso, which is that she loves him, but he has a lot of maturing to do and she has her own life to figure out so now is not the right time for them yet. They both feel an unexpected relief, and end on good terms.[9]

Jackie and Steven Hyde[image: External link] are, from the beginning of the show, polar opposites and even enemies. She is disgusted by his poverty and crass behavior, he scorns her superficiality and materialism. They strongly dislike each other during the first season, but begin to form a bond when Hyde helps Jackie cope with her breakup with Kelso in season two. This leads to a brief period in which Jackie is infatuated with Hyde, but her feelings gradually fade. It isn't until season five, when Kelso is in California, that their romance begins. After watching The Price Is Right[image: External link] together all summer, the two begin making out every time they have a moment alone.[10] When their friends discover the relationship, they each insist that they are not dating and that it is purely physical, but finally give in and admit that what they have goes deeper than just sex. They date for most of season five until Jackie sees Kelso kissing Annette and yells "Get off my boyfriend!" Hyde reacts angrily to this and grows suspicious of Jackie. When he sees Jackie holding Kelso in her arms, knowing Jackie and Kelso's long history and on-off relationship, Hyde assumes that something must be going on between her and Kelso again. Despite her pleas that she was only comforting him and that nothing untoward happened, he doesn't believe her and he takes revenge by spending the night with another woman. When he realizes that Jackie has been telling the truth, he confesses his infidelity. A heartbroken Jackie ends the relationship immediately. [11]

In the beginning of season six, Kelso and Hyde are in competition to get Jackie back because they both still love her. She decides she needs time to think about it, leaving them to wait and agonize, but chooses Hyde in the end.[12] Their relationship goes on until Jackie is offered a job in Chicago. She is torn between her relationship and her professional ambition, but tells Hyde that she will stay if he can gives her the merest hope that they will eventually get married. Hyde has no immediate answer, and when he finally decides, he is upset to realize that she has already gone (or so he thinks). Jackie has no way out of Point Place, and in a final attempt to get an answer out of Hyde, she goes to the basement. Hiding his hurt and anger that she "left" him, Hyde tells her to have a good trip.[13]

Hyde decides he still wants her, and goes to her Chicago hotel to persuade her to take him back. During his conversation with Jackie, Kelso walks into the hotel room with a towel around his waist and a bucket of ice in his hands and implying that he and Jackie were about to have sex.[8] Hyde goes to Las Vegas. When he comes back to Point Place, he has impulsively married a stripper named Samantha and she follows him back to Wisconsin. This effectively ends his and Jackie's relationship.[14]

Throughout season eight, Jackie remains single. She and Hyde, no longer together, have since remained good friends. However, their friendship somewhat reverts to how it was in the earlier seasons as they sometimes bicker and tease one another. Fez tells Jackie that Kelso intends to propose to her, and she decides that she will accept, but after considering it, she turns him down claiming that though she loves Kelso, he still has a lot of maturing to do, and now is not the time for them to be together. Feeling that she is in a low point in her life, Jackie decides to find someone that would be perfect for her and writes out a list of what she wants in a man. She is surprised to find out that Fez matches everything on the list. She denies this at first, but quickly comes around to the idea and decides to wait for Fez to come to her. Fez, however, is clueless of her attraction to him and is instead seeing other women at the time, which makes it hard for her. Jackie then chooses to go to him. She kisses him and asks if they can be together because he is the one good thing in her life right now, but Fez turns her down, feeling that she is treating him as a last resort, citing how she has already dated both Kelso and Hyde. Jackie then goes to the bathroom and cries, but immediately after vows revenge on Fez. She flushes his toothbrush, microwaves his lotion, and ruins his car with graffiti. To get back at Jackie, Fez dyes her hair green, and says that now she is ugly on the outside like she is on the inside. Hurt by Fez's words, Jackie decides to move out. However, she later learns through one of his friends that he loves her and wishes that he had never said those things. They eventually reconcile and in the final episode, Fez and Jackie finally get together and kiss atop the water tower.
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Meg Griffin






This article is about the cartoon character. For the DJ, see Meg Griffin (DJ)[image: External link].

Megatron "Meg" Griffin is a character from the American animated television series Family Guy. The eldest child of the Griffin family, Meg is the family's black sheep[image: External link] who receives the least of their attention and bears the brunt of their abuse.

Meg made her first appearance on television when Family Guy debuted on Fox on January 31, 1999, with the episode "Death Has a Shadow[image: External link]". Originally voiced by Lacey Chabert during the first season, she has been voiced by Mila Kunis since season 2[image: External link], although Chabert returned to voice Meg in "Yug Ylimaf" and "Back To The Pilot".



TOP
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 Personality




Meg is a self-conscious teenage girl. She is treated unfairly by her parents and her insecurities cause her to try desperately to be part of the cool crowd, which only results in her getting coldly rebuffed by Connie D'Amico[image: External link],[1] the popular and beautiful yet mean-spirited and cocky head cheerleader of her school. However, another student named Neil Goldman[image: External link] is attracted to her.[2] She is also usually at the bottom of the family's pecking order and the butt of Peter[image: External link]'s jokes due to her perceived homeliness, tendency toward social awkwardness, and unpopularity. Everyone in her family makes fun of her: Peter and Chris resort to outrageous stunts and names; Stewie and Brian employ subtle but effective jokes, but typically choose not to verbalize them in front of Meg; Lois constantly puts Meg down while boosting her own egotistical image. However, in the episode "Seahorse Seashell Party[image: External link]", she strongly insults and defames her family for their actions against her, causing them to distance themselves in shame and sending Peter and Lois into a depression, though she later apologizes. On one occasion, the whole family even goes as far as to read her diary and mock her deepest secrets. However, on some occasions the family's true love for her has been proven. She has been so self-conscious and insecure about herself that she has engaged in dangerous sexual behavior just for attention. She is also prone to violent releases of her repressed rage, as shown in "Road to Rupert[image: External link]", when she assaults a man who insulted her after a fender-bender. Many of the show's "Meg" storylines involve her trying to struggle to fit in better with more-popular teenagers, trying to find a boyfriend, and reaching breaking points with her family and other bullies. In the episode "Chris Cross", it's strongly hinted that Meg is working with Dutch neo-Nazis[image: External link] when she orders Chris to retrieve mail she receives from the Netherlands at a private post office box, saying she's "sort of part of a group that trashes the Anne Frank[image: External link] house every spring."
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 Voice actors




On the season 1 DVD commentary for the Drawn Together[image: External link] episode "Hot Tub[image: External link]", Cree Summer[image: External link] claims she was offered the role to play Meg but was dismissed by the producers. Meg was voiced by an uncredited Lacey Chabert for the first season, and by Mila Kunis in subsequent seasons after Chabert became busy with school and appearing on Party of Five[image: External link] at the time,[3] although some of her work became second season episodes due to production order. Mila Kunis won the role after auditions and a slight rewrite of the character, in part due to her performance on That '70s Show.[4] MacFarlane called Kunis back after her first audition, instructing her to speak more slowly, and then told her to come back another time and enunciate more. Once she claimed that she had it under control, MacFarlane hired her.[4] MacFarlane stated that Kunis "had a very natural quality to Meg" and she's "in a lot of ways [...] almost more right for the character". Kunis's voice is first heard as Meg in Episode 3 of season two "Da Boom[image: External link]", and the voices switch back and forth in the broadcast order until settling on Kunis.[5] Tara Strong[image: External link] provides Meg's singing voice in "Don't Make Me Over[image: External link]".[6]


	
Lacey Chabert (1999–2000, 2011)[7]


	
Mila Kunis (1999–present)[8]


	
Tara Strong[image: External link] (singing voice)[9]
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 Appearance




Meg typically wears glasses and a pink beanie[image: External link] even underneath other headgear. She also commonly wears a pink and white T-shirt, blue jeans, and tan (later white) shoes. She occasionally is seen wearing dresses or formal wear usually without her trademark cap. She is slightly shorter than her younger brother Chris. Meg is also self-conscious about her appearance ("I'm so fat and gross.").[10]
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 Social life




Meg is very unpopular in high school due to her plain appearance and personality. Meg desperately tries to be part of the cool crowd, but is usually coldly rebuffed. She is also usually the butt of Peter's[image: External link] jokes due to her perceived homeliness and tendency towards social awkwardness. Because of her eagerness for acceptance, she has been recruited unknowingly into a suicidal religious cult,[11] and later recruited again unwittingly into her school's Lesbian Alliance ("Brian Sings and Swings[image: External link]").[12] However, Meg does have a moderate number of friends, the best of which being with a group of girls who are often seen with her during occasions such as her slumber parties and gossiping about boys.[13] In later episodes, these girls, known by the names Beth, Patty[image: External link], Collette, Esther, and Ruth[image: External link], are characterized as being highly unpopular and dateless, much like Meg, even saying that she was the only one of them who ever had a boyfriend (actually a decaying corpse[image: External link] she was "dating").
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 Dating




Meg is so unpopular at school that one student fires a nail gun into his own stomach twice (in shop class[image: External link]) in order to avoid a date with her, and then in a later episode shoots his own brother[image: External link] as an excuse not to go to a dance with her the following night. On another occasion, Meg and Lois are looking for new clothes for Meg, but with no luck (a saleswoman ended up pouring gasoline on herself, lighting a match, catching fire, and then jumping out of a window after looking at Meg in a pair of jeans). However, she is sought by nerd Neil Goldman[image: External link]. In "8 Simple Rules for Buying My Teenage Daughter[image: External link]", Neil starts dating a girl named Cecilia, Meg becomes instantly jealous and pretends to date Jake Tucker to make him jealous. This leads to her signing a contract to become Neil's girlfriend and (not knowing at first) his slave, but she gets him to tear up the contract after Lois seduces him. Perverted neighbor Glenn Quagmire[image: External link] has shown a repeated interest in her, mostly due to his very low standards, asking if she has reached the age of consent[image: External link]. Quagmire comes close to succeeding when Lois tells Peter to back off after he was ruining Meg and Quagmire's 'dates'. Then, they rescue Meg after Glenn takes her to his cabin, Peter and Lois arriving in time before anything happens.[14] In several episodes she is shown dating, including stories with characters Mayor Adam West[image: External link][15] and nudist[image: External link] Jeff Campbell.[16] She also loses her virginity[image: External link] unknowingly on live television to Saturday Night Live[image: External link] host Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] after having a drastic makeover; but, before all that happens, she goes out with a rebel at her school named Craig Hoffman.[17] In "Jerome is the New Black[image: External link]", Jerome, an old flame of Lois's and Peter's new friend, admits to having sex with Meg, to which Peter replies indifferently.

In the episode "Brian Sings and Swings[image: External link]", a lesbian student named Sarah invites Meg to join in her Lesbian Alliance Club, with Meg not knowing at first what kind of club it was. Desperate to fit in, she pretends to be a lesbian[image: External link] and also pretends to be attracted to Sarah and even goes so far as to kiss her to prove it. At the end of the episode, Meg goes over to Sarah's house to admit she lied about being a lesbian (Sarah thought that Meg came over to have sex and even undresses when Meg is telling her that she lied), much to Glenn's (who was hiding in Sarah's closet) disappointment. She also used to have a crush on anchorman Tom Tucker, but it ended after she discovered his vanity and selfishness.

In other episodes, she is portrayed as chronically incapable of finding a boyfriend. For her Junior Prom[image: External link] she accepts a pity date from Brian[image: External link], the family dog and only after threatening suicide[image: External link].[10]

Earlier in season 2, she dated Joe Swanson's son Kevin Swanson, but in " Stew-Roids[image: External link]" it is mentioned that Kevin died in Iraq. In the episode, "Prick Up Your Ears[image: External link]", she dates a boy named Doug, but he breaks up with her when he sees her naked right before almost having sex. In the episode "Peter's Daughter[image: External link]", Meg falls in love with a medical student named Michael Milano after coming out of a short coma (caused by Peter when he asked her to "rescue" beer and make him a sandwich out of an already flooded kitchen) and they start to date. After he breaks up with Meg (because of Peter being overprotective of her after promising that if she came out of the coma, he would "treat her like a princess"), she announces that she is pregnant[image: External link] by Michael and the two get engaged[image: External link]. After finding out that she is not actually pregnant, Meg tells Michael the truth hoping that he will stay, however, Michael quickly leaves Meg at the altar. In the episode "Dial Meg for Murder[image: External link]", she is dating a convict, while in the episode "Go, Stewie, Go![image: External link]" she dates an attractive young man named Anthony, who is absolutely normal (much to the surprise and chagrin of many of the other characters). They were so shocked that they had to do tests just to see if he was completely normal which annoyed Meg. It is presumed that she broke up with him after he and Lois had an affair.

Meg also shows extremely possessive behavior when she encounters someone she believes she has a romantic connection with such as kidnapping Brian and detaining Bonnie Swanson at the airport by planting a gun in her purse.
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 Sexuality




Meg has shown romantic interest in and dated several men throughout the series. However, there have been several instances in which she has shown hints of bisexuality or lesbianism: examples of this include "Brian Sings and Swings", "Stew-Roids", and "Dial Meg for Murder[image: External link]".

In November 2016, when asked by Splitsider[image: External link] if the writers will further develop the characters of Chris and Meg in future episodes, showrunner Alec Sulkin[image: External link] confirmed that the series crew members are working on doing so and added that there are plans for an episode where Meg comes out as a lesbian[image: External link], taking inspiration from previous instances in which she exhibited signs of LGBT characteristics, like when she joins a lesbian alliance group at school in "Brian Sings and Swings" and is identified as a transgender[image: External link] man named "Ron" in Stewie Griffin: The Untold Story, the latter which takes place in the future. However, Sulkin also noted that the plotline has not yet been finalized and thus isn't officially set to be used in an episode.[18][19]
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 Family life




In the first three seasons of the show, Meg's family often inadvertently humiliated her due to their bumbling or stupidity, though they cared for her and meant well. In the post-cancellation seasons, this began to change as the show started to flesh out the characters to the point where it seems that most of the population of Quahog, including her own family, despise her for no reason other than her simply being "Meg".[20] In an interview, Mila Kunis stated: "Meg gets picked on a lot. But it's funny. It's like the middle child. She is constantly in the state of being an awkward 14-year-old, when you're kind of going through puberty and what-not. She's just in perpetual mode of humiliation, and it's fun."[21]

Meg is also the most misunderstood, at least by Peter, Chris, and others who are shown avoiding her company, disparaging her in person, gathering in her bedroom to read her diary for laughs, etc.[22] Peter reminds Lois, "We agreed that if we could only save two, we'd leave Meg!"[23] even randomly shooting her when she simply said "Hi Dad" ("Peter's Daughter[image: External link]") but despite this he also was going to say "I love you" in "Hell Comes to Quahog[image: External link]", and in "Road to Rupert[image: External link]" he stated they were 'secret best friends' before throwing lemonade in her face, saying he would have to continue to treat her badly in public in order to maintain his reputation due to "peer pressure", thus giving hope that they may be on good terms. Occasionally, when Meg asks a question to Peter or just speaks when he is in the room, Peter responds by saying "Shut up, Meg," which is immediately followed by a line from another character.

When the family tries an anger management technique of writing letters and not sending them, Meg finds Peter's letter to her, which says, "Dear Meg, for the first four years of your life, I thought you were a house cat." [24] And in Peter's short story of her birth, they had to go back to get her once they realized they grabbed the afterbirth[image: External link]. In the episode "Stewie Kills Lois[image: External link]", Peter tells guests on a cruise ship about how he and Lois had gone to get an abortion[image: External link] but decided against it when they arrived at the clinic and found out the abortionist had one hand. He then says "two and a half months later, our daughter Meg was born" – indicating that they had tried to abort her when Lois was already over six months pregnant. Another hint to this is when Meg is in the car with Lois and at an attempt to make civilized conversation, says, "Hey Meg, did you know that if you're on birth control and you take an antibiotic it makes it not work? 'Cause no one told me! I just thought you should know" and laughs awkwardly. On Meg's 17th birthday, her mother and father both try to hide from Meg that they do not remember her age.[25] Peter openly states that Meg sucks in the episode " PTV[image: External link]", and Chris says the same thing about her in "Long John Peter[image: External link]". In "Not All Dogs Go to Heaven[image: External link]", Brian says to Meg's face that she lives in a home "where nobody respects or cares about [her], not even enough to get [her] a damn mumps[image: External link] shot!" Chris, however, seems to have more of a typical brother-sister relationship with Meg. Although they fight and argue from time to time, he tends to go to her for advice. Chris even once threatened to quit his job if his boss didn't re-hire Meg (at the insistence of Lois).[26] Like Chris, Meg has an anthropomorphic[image: External link] monkey in her closet, and although she has proved it, her family coldly state that they were talking about Chris', not hers. Cleveland[image: External link] comments to Peter "Meg is my least favorite of your children."[27]

Apparently, a double standard[image: External link] also exists against Meg, further underscoring the mistreatment she suffers from the people around her. In "Big Man on Hippocampus[image: External link]", an episode wherein Peter loses his memory, as he reacquaints himself with the pleasures of sex[image: External link], Lois tells him that it is inappropriate to have sex with his own children; in response, Meg attempts an incest joke. Most of the family lambaste her for this and Chris kicks her out of the room.[28] However, in the season finale "Partial Terms of Endearment[image: External link]", Lois tells a joke that implies that it was Meg that gave birth to Stewie, and apart from a shocked reaction from the latter, Lois receives no such violent reaction.[29] Additionally, in "Model Misbehavior[image: External link]", when Lois starts a modeling career, Peter states that he will pleasure himself[image: External link] to Lois' pictures, followed by Chris and Meg both exclaiming "Me too!" to which Peter shouts "Oh God, Meg, that's sick! That's your mother!", ignoring the fact that Chris said the same thing. Meg responded by saying "I was only trying to fit in!" Peter immediately kicked her out of the house. Later, during an unrelated conversation, when she spoke, he said "Meg, who let you back in the house?"

Brian's attention softens the lack of respect from Peter and the neighbors; he admits that he cares for Meg when she goes out with Mayor Adam West. Lois has also often shown sympathy for Meg, for example, taking her to Spring Break at the beach. Lois very often comforts Meg when she is down; however, she gives up one attempt after 45 minutes and gives her a Sylvia Plath[image: External link] novel and a bottle of Ambien[image: External link], and with a "Whatever happens, happens," leaves Meg to her misery.[27] One of the most cruel examples comes in the episode "You Can't Do That On Television, Peter[image: External link]". When Peter is mauled by a puma[image: External link], Meg uses medical training to save his life. However, no one thanks her afterward and when she tries to point it out, Peter just tells her to get him water.

The family's treatment of Meg finally reaches her limit in "Dial Meg for Murder[image: External link]" when Meg emerges from a short stint in a Young Offenders Institution as a hardened criminal, abusing her family and beating up anyone who makes fun of her. It is only after a conversation with Brian that she changes her ways. However, it comes to a head once again in "Seahorse Seashell Party[image: External link]", when Meg finally grows tired of her mistreatment and lashes out against Chris, Lois, and Peter, informing them of their own flaws. She starts with Chris by calling him "a bastard" for being a terrible brother to her, berating him for all the ill treatment he has given her over the years, and how he never takes her side when their parents abuse her. Lois Griffin condescendingly tells Meg that she is simply taking her own problems out on everyone else invoking Meg to bring up her mother's delinquent past. Meg tells her that she is far from the perfect parent, harshly berates her for constantly and ruthlessly pointing out Meg's shortcomings. Lois tries to justify that she's a better person because of her past and she is open that she isn't the perfect parent, but Meg tells her that she's the farthest thing from and states how she has neglected to protect her from harm and guide her through life. Meg also informs Lois that when she turns 18, she may never want to see her again.

This breaks Lois' heart and she finally admits that she's been a terrible mother to Meg. Finally, Meg turns on Peter[image: External link] who, unable to comprehend her insults, thinks that his daughter's argument is amusing, even when she points out Peter's destructive tendencies and that he would go to jail if someone could witness his negative treatment towards her. It dawns on Peter that he is being insulted when Meg calls him a "waste of a man." A shocked Peter asks Lois to tell Meg to "knock it off," but Lois refuses because he didn't stick up for her. Within moments, Peter, Lois and Chris turn their abusive criticisms and insults on each other. Peter finally runs to his room crying (with Chris telling Meg he faked all of his orgasms), leaving Meg and Brian, who is now fully recovered from his trip (he had taken magic mushrooms prior to the argument), to discuss what just happened. Brian is proud that Meg stood up for herself, but she sadly tells him that even though she meant every word, seeing her family turn on each other like wild animals has made her think that it is ultimately her non-ideal role to serve as the Griffins' lightning rod and "absorb all the dysfunction". He commends her on her maturity, and even goes on to say that Meg is the "strongest person" in the family. She soon apologizes to the others and says that she is the one at fault; Chris calls her a bitch, to which she proudly responds "Yes, yes I am," and the family reconciles. Since this episode, Meg has been less prominent in the series and the abuse towards her slowly fades away as a storyline. Meg also notices that Peter's pro wrestler sister Karen treats Peter exactly the way Peter treats her, and they bond over this with a plan to embarrass Karen at a wrestling show--which goes awry when Meg hits her with a metal folding chair instead of a breakaway one and injures Karen to the point where she ends up in a coma and (as it is implied) possibly will die from her injuries without a blood transfusion.
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Lists by decade


	List of animated television series of the 1940s and 1950s[image: External link]

	List of animated television series of the 1960s[image: External link]

	List of animated television series of the 1970s[image: External link]

	List of animated television series of the 1980s[image: External link]

	List of animated television series of the 1990s[image: External link]

	List of animated television series of the 2000s[image: External link]

	List of animated television series of the 2010s[image: External link]



Other lists


	List of animated television series created for syndication[image: External link]

	List of animated television series by episode count

	List of children animated series[image: External link]

	List of adult animated television series[image: External link]

	List of prime time animated television series[image: External link]

	List of anime series by episode count[image: External link]

	List of anime franchises by episode count[image: External link]

	List of American animated television series[image: External link]

	List of British animated television series

	List of Canadian animated television series[image: External link]

	List of French animated television series[image: External link]

	List of Italian animated television series

	List of Flash animated television series[image: External link]

	List of animated television programs with LGBT characters[image: External link]

	List of american cartoon broadcast in Italy[image: External link]



External links


	
日本のテレビアニメ作品一覧[image: External link] - Lists of Japanese animated television series on Japanese Wikipedia[image: External link]


	
Don Markstein's Toonopedia[image: External link] – Very large index page

	The Big Cartoon Database[image: External link]

	
80sCartoons[image: External link] – Nostalgia for those who grew up in the 1980s in the West[image: External link]
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Forgetting Sarah Marshall






Forgetting Sarah Marshall is a 2008 American romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama[image: External link] film directed by Nicholas Stoller[image: External link] and starring Jason Segel[image: External link], Kristen Bell[image: External link], Mila Kunis and Russell Brand[image: External link]. The film, which was written by Segel and co-produced by Judd Apatow, was released by Universal Studios[image: External link]. Filming began in April 2007 at the Turtle Bay Resort[image: External link] on the North Shore of Oahu Island in Hawaii. The film was released for North American theaters on April 18, 2008 and in the UK a week later on April 25, 2008.

The story revolves around Peter Bretter, who is a music composer for a TV show that happens to feature his girlfriend, Sarah Marshall, in the lead role. After a five-year relationship, Sarah abruptly breaks up with Peter. Devastated by this event, he chooses to go on a vacation in Hawaii, in order to try to move forward with his life. Trouble ensues when he runs into his ex on the island as she is vacationing with her new boyfriend.
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 Plot




Composer Peter Bretter (Jason Segel[image: External link]) is in a five-year relationship with actress Sarah Marshall (Kristen Bell[image: External link]), who stars in a CSI[image: External link]-like television show titled Crime Scene: Scene of the Crime. One day, as Peter stands stark naked in their apartment, Sarah announces that she is breaking up with him. Devastated, and unable to banish his grief through one-night stands, Peter takes a trip to Hawaii. However, the vacation is ruined when he learns that Sarah and her new rock star boyfriend Aldous Snow (Russell Brand[image: External link]) are also guests of the resort. Taking pity on him, hotel concierge Rachel (Mila Kunis) offers him an expensive suite for free in exchange for cleaning up the room himself.

Peter begins spending time with Rachel and starts to develop feelings for her. Meanwhile, the relationship between Sarah and Aldous begins to falter. Much of the discord is triggered by the news that Sarah's TV show has been canceled and that Aldous is about to embark on a world tour with his group, Infant Sorrow, for 18 months. During a day of surf and sand Aldous and Peter run into each other and begin talking. Inadvertently, Aldous informs Peter that he and Sarah began having sex a full year before she broke up with Peter. When Peter confronts Sarah, she tells him she began feeling disconnected emotionally from him and she couldn't do anything to make their relationship work. Further exacerbating the situation is Sarah's obvious jealousy of the budding relationship between Peter and Rachel, while Peter (through observing Sarah's relationship with Aldous) begins to realize that his relationship with her wasn't as great as he remembered.

Sarah, Aldous, Peter, and Rachel later share an awkward dinner together. After the dinner, Peter takes Rachel back to his hotel room and they begin to have sex. Sarah hears them through the wall and initiates sex with Aldous, moaning loudly for the benefit of the couple next door, and Rachel and Peter turn the situation into a competition and become even louder. When Aldous realizes Sarah is clearly putting on a performance to provoke a reaction from Peter, he stops the sex and tells her the trip was a mistake as she's clearly not over Peter. They bicker furiously, prompting Aldous to announce that the relationship is over. The next day Peter encounters Aldous, and learns that he and Sarah have broken up and that he is flying back to England. Peter goes to Sarah's room to console her where she admits she still loves him and tries to rekindle their romance. The two start to engage in sexual activity, but Peter abruptly cuts it off because of his feelings for Rachel, and his now ambivalent feelings towards Sarah. Peter immediately goes to Rachel to confess what happened, but she is hurt and demands that he leave and never contact her again. Before leaving, Peter takes down a naked picture of Rachel from a local bar despite enduring a beat-down from the owner.

He flies back to Los Angeles and after a period of sadness and self-loathing, he begins working on his Dracula[image: External link] puppet comedy-rock opera, A Taste for Love. He sends an invitation to Rachel for the opening night performance. Although extremely hesitant at first, Rachel eventually decides to attend. After the performance Rachel congratulates Peter and tells him she's looking into attending school in the area. She leaves so Peter can bask in the success of his show, but quickly returns to Peter's dressing room to tell him she misses him. Peter tells her that he has also missed her too. The film ends as they embrace and kiss.
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 Cast






	
Jason Segel[image: External link] as Peter Bretter: A slobbish but well-meaning composer for the TV show Crime Scene: Scene of the Crime. On the side, he is working on a Dracula[image: External link]-based rock opera involving puppets called A Taste for Love in which he performs as Count Dracula[image: External link].

	
Kristen Bell[image: External link] as Sarah Marshall: A famous working actress for the TV show Crime Scene: Scene of the Crime who dated Peter before leaving him for rock star Aldous Snow.

	
Mila Kunis as Rachel Jansen: A receptionist for the Hawaiian resort Turtle Bay with whom Peter forms a relationship during his stay at the hotel.

	
Russell Brand[image: External link] as Aldous Snow: Sarah Marshall's rock star boyfriend. The same character is later seen in Get Him to the Greek[image: External link].

	
Bill Hader[image: External link] as Brian Bretter: Peter's stepbrother and best friend who usually criticizes him for the better. He helped out in his stepbrother's A Taste for Love opera where he performed Van Helsing[image: External link].

	
Jonah Hill[image: External link] as Matthew Van Der Wyk: A waiter at Turtle Bay and obsessive fan of Aldous.

	
Liz Cackowski[image: External link] as Liz Bretter: Brian's wife who was his one and only girlfriend and who usually sneaks in on Brian's computer conversations.

	
Da'Vone McDonald[image: External link] as Dwayne: A bartender at Turtle Bay. Dwayne was originally from South-Central Los Angeles[image: External link], and hated it there, until he moved to Oahu[image: External link], where he learned to name over two hundred different kinds of fish.

	
Jack McBrayer[image: External link] as Darald Braden: A guest at the resort who does not like certain aspects of sexual intercourse and is having trouble satisfying his new wife.

	
Maria Thayer[image: External link] as Wyoma Braden: The sex-hungry wife of Darald.

	
Paul Rudd[image: External link] as Chuck / Kunu:[3] An air-headed surfing instructor who is 44 years of age by his own estimate.

	
Jason Bateman as Animal Instincts Detective: A character on Sarah Marshall's latest show, Animal Instincts.

	
William Baldwin[image: External link] as Himself / Det. Hunter Rush: In the film's universe, Baldwin is the "hard-to-love" co-star on Sarah's show. He is referred to as "Billy Baldwin" and Peter briefly suspects him of having an affair with Sarah.

	
Teila Tuli[image: External link] as Kimo: A cook at Turtle Bay.

	
Branscombe Richmond[image: External link] as Keoki: The bartender who beats up Peter when he takes down Rachel's picture from the bar.

	
Kristen Wiig[image: External link] (unrated version) as Prana: A yoga instructor.
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 Puppeteers




The puppets seen in the film were created by Jim Henson's Creature Shop[image: External link]. The following have performed the puppets in this film:[4]



	Carol Binion

	Tim Blaney[image: External link]

	
Julianne Buescher[image: External link] - Angel[image: External link]


	Kevin Carlson[image: External link]

	
Leslie Carrara-Rudolph[image: External link] - One of Dracula's Brides[image: External link]


	BJ Guyer

	Sean Johnson - Five Dancing Mummies[image: External link]


	Scott Land[image: External link]

	
Drew Massey[image: External link] - Right Hand of Count Dracula

	Michael Oosterom

	Michelan Sisti[image: External link]

	
Victor Yerrid[image: External link] - Right Hand of Van Helsing
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 Production




Stoller stated that Judd Apatow was very involved in the casting process and the development of the script. Regarding the nudity in the film, he added that the first draft of the script called for the (Peter Bretter) character to get dressed after the breakup, but he thought it would be funnier if the character stayed naked the entire time. However, he confirmed the picture of Mila Kunis used in the film was created on a computer and not real.[5]
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 Filming




All filming locations were in the state of Hawaii[image: External link] and in Los Angeles. While filming, lead actor Jason Segel told a New York Times interviewer that the naked breakup scenes were based on a real-life experience he had.[6] The film features a great deal of improvised dialogue; according to director Nicholas Stoller, it's "60 or 70 percent scripted and then 30 or 40 percent improv".[7]
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 Music




Segel and Lyle Workman[image: External link] wrote music for the film, which includes music by Infant Sorrow and a song from the Dracula musical. Eric Carmen[image: External link], Blondie[image: External link], and Kenny Loggins[image: External link] were also used in previews for the film.
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack of Forgetting Sarah Marshall was released on April 22, 2008.



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Love You Madly[image: External link]" ( Cake[image: External link])

	3:58



	2.
	"We've Got to Do Something" (Infant Sorrow[image: External link])

	3:33



	3.
	"You Can't Break a Heart and Have It" (Black Francis[image: External link])

	2:37



	4.
	"Get Me Away From Here, I'm Dying" (Belle & Sebastian[image: External link])

	3:25



	5.
	"More Than Words[image: External link]" (Aloha Sex Juice)

	3:12



	6.
	"Dracula's Lament" (Jason Segel[image: External link])

	1:23



	7.
	"Inside of You" (Infant Sorrow[image: External link])

	2:50



	8.
	"Fucking Boyfriend" (The Bird and the Bee[image: External link])

	3:14



	9.
	"Intensified '68 (Music Like Dirt)" (Desmond Dekker[image: External link])

	2:43



	10.
	"Nothing Compares 2 U[image: External link]" (The Coconutz[image: External link], a cover version translated into Hawaiian[image: External link])

	5:58



	11.
	"Baby" (Os Mutantes[image: External link])

	3:37



	12.
	"These Boots Are Made for Walkin'[image: External link]" (The Coconutz[image: External link])

	2:52



	13.
	"A Taste for Love" (Forgetting Sarah Marshall Cast)

	2:04



	14.
	"The Secret Sun" (Jesse Harris[image: External link])

	3:45



	15.
	"Everybody Hurts[image: External link]" (The Coconutz[image: External link])

	6:03



	16.
	"Animal Instincts" (The Transcenders[image: External link] featuring J7 D'Star)

	1:14




Several songs are featured in the film that were not included on the soundtrack, including "Heaven Knows I'm Miserable Now[image: External link]" by The Smiths[image: External link] and the version of "Nothing Compares 2 U[image: External link]" by Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link], both of which are heard in the background during the scene in which Peter's brother deletes all of Peter's photos. " Amber[image: External link]" by 311[image: External link] can be heard in the background during the bar scene after Peter and Rachel's first date, as well as "Playa Azul" from Los Amigos Invisibles[image: External link]. "Move Your Feet[image: External link]" by Junior Senior[image: External link] is briefly played in background in the scene at the beginning when they are showing Access Hollywood clips. Another song not featured on the soundtrack is "Heavy Lifting" from New York[image: External link] band Ambulance Ltd[image: External link].
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 Release
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 Critical reception




Forgetting Sarah Marshall has received positive reviews from numerous critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 85% of 178 critics have given the film a positive review, with a rating average of 7 out of 10. The site's consensus is that "With ample laughs and sharp performances, Forgetting Sarah Marshall finds just the right mix of romantic and raunchy comedy." [8] Metacritic[image: External link] reported the film had an average score of 67 out of 100, based on 37 reviews.[9]

Matt Pais of the Chicago Tribune said it's "the kind of movie you could watch all day because, like a new flame, you can't get enough of its company and are just glad to see where it takes you."[10] Richard Roeper highly praised the film for its laugh-out-loud moments as well as its worthiness to be an instant classic and went as far as to say he would put it on his list of 50 favorite comedies of all time.[11]

Other positive reviews come from Entertainment Weekly who gave the film a B+ and applauded "Jason Segel's riff on varieties of male bewilderment,"[12] and Mick LaSalle[image: External link] of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link], who wrote "Segel's breakthrough movie, Forgetting Sarah Marshall, deserves to ride the wave of the latest, hottest micro-trend in pictures: the romantic comedy for guys."[13]
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 Box office




The film was promoted with a "teaser" billboard campaign, featuring the text "I hate Sarah Marshall" and the URL for the film's website.

In its opening weekend, the film grossed $17.7 million in 2,798 theaters in the United States and Canada, ranking #2 at the box office behind The Forbidden Kingdom[image: External link], and averaging $6,335 per theater in the US and per theater in Canada.[14] It opened behind other Apatow productions such as Superbad[image: External link], Knocked Up, The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link] and Talladega Nights[image: External link],[15] but ahead of contemporary Apatow films Walk Hard[image: External link][15] and Drillbit Taylor[image: External link].[16]

Forgetting Sarah Marshall grossed $105.2 million worldwide; $63.2 million in North America and $42 million in other territories.[17]
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 Home media




The DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] editions were released on September 30, 2008. At the DVD sales chart, Forgetting Sarah Marshall opened at #2 and sold 652,000 units, translating to $12,905,492 in revenue. As of (November 2009) 1,785,744 DVD units have been sold, acquiring revenue of $29,145,295. This does not include Blu-ray sales/DVD rentals.[18]

It was released in a single-disc DVD edition, a three-disc collector's DVD edition, a two-disc Blu-ray edition, and the Ultimate Unrated Comedy Collection containing the collectors' editions of Forgetting Sarah Marshall, The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link], and Knocked Up on either DVD or Blu-ray Disc. It was released on DVD in Australia (region 4) on August 20, 2008 in a single and 2-Disc Unforgettable Edition and was also released on Blu-ray in Australia on November 5, 2008.
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 Awards and nominations




Forgetting Sarah Marshall was nominated for five awards for the 2008 Teen Choice Awards, though it did not win any awards. The nominations were:


	Movie, Breakout Female: Kristen Bell

	Movie, Breakout Female: Mila Kunis

	Movie, Breakout Male: Jason Segel

	Movie, Romantic Comedy[image: External link]

	Movie, Actress Comedy: Kristen Bell



On The Comedy Festival[image: External link] Presents: Funniest Movies of the Year 2008 on TBS[image: External link], Forgetting Sarah Marshall was voted "The Funniest Film of 2008".
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 Follow-up spin-off




Main article: Get Him to the Greek[image: External link]


Get Him to the Greek is the spin-off[image: External link]/follow-up to Forgetting Sarah Marshall. The film was released on June 4, 2010, reuniting director Nicholas Stoller and producer Judd Apatow with stars Russell Brand and Jonah Hill. Brand reprises his role of Aldous Snow, while Hill plays an entirely new character. Bell also briefly reprises her role as Sarah Marshall where she appears in a promo for a new NBC drama Blind Medicine where she portrays a visually impaired surgeon.
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Max Payne (film)






Max Payne is a 2008 Canadian-American neo-noir[image: External link] action[image: External link] thriller film[image: External link] based on the video game series of the same name[image: External link] developed by Remedy Entertainment[image: External link] and published by Rockstar Games[image: External link]. It was written by Beau Thorne and directed by John Moore. The film stars Mark Wahlberg in the title role[image: External link] as Max Payne[image: External link], Mila Kunis as Mona Sax[image: External link], Ludacris[image: External link] as Jim Bravura, and Beau Bridges[image: External link] as BB Hensley. The film revolves around revenge[image: External link], centering on a policeman's journey through New York City's criminal underworld, as he investigates the deaths of his wife and child.

Filming took place between March and May 2008. Extensive visual effects[image: External link] were used in many scenes throughout the film. Max Payne was released on October 16, 2008 in Australia[image: External link], one day prior to the United States[image: External link] release date. Reviews in the U.S. were mostly negative for the lack of character development and originality among numerous differences from the video game on which it is based. Despite the negative reviews, the film was able to take the top spot in the box office in its opening weekend and gross more than $85 million worldwide. Max Payne was released for home video on January 20, 2009.
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 Plot






	This section's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (October 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




Detective Max Payne (Mark Wahlberg) is a three-year veteran in the NYPD[image: External link] Cold Case[image: External link] Unit, privately consumed with investigating and finding the murderer of his wife Michelle and their infant child. Max's snitch, Trevor, supplies information that leads Max to three drug addicts in an empty train station. They attempt to rob Max in a bathroom; instead, Max interrogates one of them about his family’s murder, with no results. While one of the drug addicts runs away he is attacked by shadowy, winged man-creatures and is hit by a train. At Trevor's apartment, Max meets Natasha Sax (Olga Kurylenko[image: External link]), who gets into an argument with her sister, Mona[image: External link] (Mila Kunis). When Natasha storms off, Max searches for her in the back where partiers are using the drug "Valkyr". Max is silently confronted by Jack Lupino (Amaury Nolasco[image: External link]), but Natasha takes Max back to the party. Max notices Natasha’s tattoos and wants information about them, inviting her back to his apartment; however, Natasha tries to seduce[image: External link] Max and makes insensitive comments about his wife, and he kicks her out. Natasha leaves through an alley and is attacked by the winged shadow creatures.

The next morning Natasha is found dead, and Max's wallet is discovered at the crime scene. Max becomes the prime suspect in the case, with his old partner, Alex Balder[image: External link] (Donal Logue[image: External link]), taking part in the investigation. Alex notices the tattoo on Natasha's arm is similar to one found in the case file of Max's wife. Alex tries to contact Max, but getting no response, he quickly leaves for Max's apartment. When Max arrives home, he finds the door ajar and his place a mess. Alex lies dead inside, and as Max investigates, he is knocked unconscious from behind.

Max wakes up in a hospital with his trusted friend BB Hensley (Beau Bridges[image: External link]), his father's former partner in the NYPD, at his bedside. Hensley is now head of security of the pharmaceutical company Aesir Corporation. Max leaves the hospital early to pay his respects to Alex, but is kicked out by Alex's upset wife Christa (Nelly Furtado[image: External link]). While being questioned by Internal Affairs[image: External link] Lieutenant Jim Bravura ( Ludacris[image: External link]), Max storms out and searches Alex's desk, finding Owen Green's name in Natasha's case file. Later, Max is confronted by Mona, who assumes Max killed her sister, but Max persuades her to help him find the actual killer. They find Green (Joel Gordon[image: External link]) but cannot save him, as Green was hallucinating and as a result falls out of a building to his death.

Max and Mona visit Natasha's tattoo parlor, where the tattoo artist[image: External link] tells them Natasha's tattoo represents the wings of a Valkyrie[image: External link], which, in Norse mythology[image: External link], are creatures that decide the fate of warriors in battle. Max then goes to take some of Michelle's belongings out of storage and ends up discovering that documents from when she worked at the Aesir Corporation have gone missing. Max interrogates Michelle's former supervisor, Jason Colvin (Chris O'Donnell[image: External link]), in his office at Aesir and learns that Michelle was associated with a military contract to create super-soldiers using the highly addictive drug Valkyr. Only a few subjects showed positive results; the rest saw hallucinations and eventually went insane, so the project was terminated. Jason agrees to testify, as long as Max protects him; when a skeptical Max asks Jason who he is supposed to be protecting him from, Jason answers: "The man who killed your wife!" Max agrees, and starts to escort Jason out of his office, but a SWAT team shows up and kills Jason - Max realizes they're Aesir contractors disguised as police officers, who try to kill him too. After an intense gunfight Max escapes with the evidence and shows the video to Mona: it explains the Valkyr project - Lupino is a former Marine[image: External link] and his testimony explains that, while taking the drug, Lupino feels invincible, with no side effects (unlike most other test subjects). Max goes to Lupino's hideout, Ragna Rok. While fighting Lupino, Max's defeat appears to be certain until BB arrives and kills Lupino. Max gets knocked unconscious after the brawl as he is leaving the hideout.

BB explains that he is selling Valkyr and admits to killing Michelle because she inadvertently came across incriminating documents. BB plans to drown Max in the river, with a weight secured to his ankle and Valkyr in his pocket, hoping to make it look like a drug-induced suicide. But before he can be tied to the weight, Max escapes by jumping into the icy river. He thinks about committing suicide but he hears the voice of his wife, who tells him "Not yet, Max." He swims to shore and, to prevent hypothermia, consumes both vials of Valkyr, transforming himself into a super-soldier with visions of Valkyries. Max follows BB back to the Aesir building. Assisted by Mona, he shoots his way through Aesir security employees, eventually confronting and killing BB on the building's helipad[image: External link]. His vengeance complete, he falls to his knees, ready to die. He sees a vision of his wife and child, smiling. He comes to, as the sun cuts through the clouds and a SWAT team surrounds him.

In a post-credits scene, Max meets with Mona at a bar, where she shows him a newspaper article about Aesir's soaring stock price, with a picture of CEO Nicole Horne, presumably their next target.
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 Cast






	"The minute I played the game I saw Mark. I was delighted that he agreed to do it. I was also very nervous because if he’d said “no”, I really didn’t have a go-to guy. If he’d turned me down, I don’t think the project would have happened."
—John Moore, director[3]







	
Mark Wahlberg as Detective Max Payne[image: External link]: An NYPD cop that is out for revenge against his family's killer. When Wahlberg first read the script he thought it was "awesome" but was wary after finding out it was based on a video game.[4] While describing his role, Wahlberg has said, "It's probably one of the edgier roles I've played but also the most layered. Here's a very happy guy who worked a dismal job, had a beautiful family. But the beauty in his life was taken away. He just goes on a rampage. It's all driven by emotion."[5]


	
Beau Bridges[image: External link] as B.B. Hensley: Former partner of Max Payne's father, since retired. Bridges had never heard of the game but since his children were excited to learn about his role they convinced him it would be a big movie.[6]


	
Ludacris[image: External link] as Lieutenant Jim Bravura: an internal affairs lieutenant who is investigating Max. The role was originally written for a 60-year-old man but after auditioning, Ludacris got the call from Moore and had the part.

	
Mila Kunis as Mona Sax[image: External link]: A Russian assassin who seeks revenge for the murder of her sister. Kunis had played the video game before reading the script but did not progress very far into it.[7] Kunis's favorite part in preparing for the role was weapons training and safety which included disassembling and rebuilding an MP5K[image: External link] blindfolded.[6]


	
Chris O'Donnell[image: External link] as Jason Colvin, an executive for Aesir and Nicole Horne's "right-hand man".

	
Nelly Furtado[image: External link] as Christa Balder, wife of Alex Balder.

	
Kate Burton[image: External link] as Nicole Horne, CEO of Aesir Corporation.

	
Donal Logue[image: External link] as Alex Balder, Max Payne's former partner.

	
Amaury Nolasco[image: External link] as Jack Lupino. Former Gunnery Sergeant[image: External link] in the United States Marine Corps where he became a Valkyr test subject.

	
Olga Kurylenko[image: External link] as Natasha Sax, Mona's sister.

	
Joel Gordon[image: External link] as Owen Green[8][9]


	
Jamie Hector[image: External link] as Lincoln DeNeuf, a Haitian crime boss

	
Stephen R. Hart[image: External link] as Tattoo Artist Owner

	
James McCaffrey[image: External link] as Jack Taliente, an FBI agent[image: External link]. (uncredited)

	Marianthi Evans as Michelle Payne, Max Payne's dead wife.
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 Production
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 Development




The 2001 video game Max Payne was optioned by the production company Collision Entertainment to produce a live-action film adaptation. By April 2002, distributors Dimension Films[image: External link] and Abandon Entertainment were attached to the project. Shawn Ryan[image: External link], the creator of the television series The Shield[image: External link], was hired to write a script for the planned film.[10] By June 2005, without production starting, Collision Entertainment had taken the project to 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[11] In November 2007, with a script written by Beau Thorne, Fox[image: External link] announced John Moore as the director and Mark Wahlberg as the title star.[12]

Filming began in Toronto[image: External link] on March 2, 2008 and wrapped by May 9, 2008.[13] Shooting the film in 35 mm 3-perf,[14] several different areas around Toronto were used for multiple locations in the movie, including the old Daily Bread food bank building at Bathurst & Lakeshore. It took a full week to shoot just the final gunfight inside the Aesier Headquarters using more than 6,000 squibs[image: External link].[15]

Upon finding the building for the Aesir Headquarters it took eight weeks in pre-production[image: External link] to build the set and another week for the special effects team to install the squibs.[15] The outside top half of the building was completely made of CG, by Mr.X, giving it a more high tech look. Using Google Earth[image: External link] they were able to find out the building's geometry. No location could be found for a rooftop helipad so a set was built in front of a green screen[image: External link]. Soho VFX attached the helipad to the building and set it atop New York City.[16]

In order to recreate the bullet time[image: External link] used in the games without using a complex camera setup, the technique he used is called "Boom Vision".[16] Moore used Vision Research’s Phantom HD digital camera which takes 1,000  fps[image: External link]. When the video is played back, it gives the illusion of slow motion, a method of high speed photography[image: External link].[17] The technique was used for two action scenes and required the construction of a special rigging that had the camera on a propeller that spun at two revolutions per second. The crew was not allowed near it while it was being used for fear of damaging the camera or getting injured. Soho FX then blended the thousands of shots into the other footage during post production.[16]

A contest was held between visual effects teams to see who could create the best drug induced hallucinations. A reel was shot from actual set locations, it also included footage in front of a green screen with a stand in for Wahlberg. The reel was then sent to ten different teams where Canadian company Spin created the best demo reel. To win Spin changed the falling snow into burning embers over a matte New York skyline painting. During the climactic hallucination scene, the entire room was to be torn apart from the ceiling down around Max. A camera on a track circled Max and Spin later "recreated the ceiling in CG, so it could break away and reveal the Valkyrie world above."[16]

Moore gave the approval on Valkyrie designed by illustrators Chris Roswarne and Rob McCallum. As a point of reference and to limit the use of CG a Valkyrie suit and make up were worn by performer Mako Hindy.[15] Moore "wanted the Valkyries to have a slow motion quality to them, almost as if they were underwater."[16] During the 15 weeks of post-production[image: External link] the Valkyries were further developed by Spin to support this. Using Maya[image: External link], 3DS Max[image: External link], and ZBrush[image: External link] they were able to create the Valkyries and have control over their wings. The artists sometimes had full control over each individual feather. They had to overcome the darkness of the film as it made it more difficult to track each object. Spin also handled atmospheric CG and the CG matte backdrops elements.[18]
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 Rating




Though filmed with the intention of receiving a PG-13[image: External link] rating, Max Payne received an unofficial R rating by the MPAA on September 5, 2008. Moore, angered that the equally dark The Dark Knight[image: External link] received a PG-13 rating when Payne received an R, said "the MPAA changes their rules willy-nilly and it depends on who’s seeing your actual movie at the time. It’s very difficult to get a hold on what’s acceptable."[19]

On September 22, 2008, a trailer confirmed a PG-13 rating, "for violence including intense shooting sequences, drug content, some sexuality, and brief strong language."[20] Director John Moore confirmed in an interview with GameDaily's John Gaudiosi that the film was awarded the PG-13 rating without any major changes being made to the film. Describing the re-editing process Moore stated, "We trimmed some frames more for the sake of trimming frames than anything, but we got the rating without any major changes at all."[21]

The film is rated PG-13 in the United States, a departure from the M-rated video game series. Mila Kunis said of the tone-down, "It's incredibly dark. You still get the gist of it. The only difference between R-rated and PG-13 is you might not see as much blood. You might not see blood squirting everywhere, but as far as the sadness and the darkness of it and the distraught [nature] of these human beings is very much captured in the film."[22] The film was given the 15 rating in the United Kingdom, for "strong violence"[23] and MA 15+ in Australia for "Frequent violence and drug use".[24]
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 Critical response




The film has been almost universally panned by critics and fans of the video game, receiving numerous negative reviews, with a 16% rating at Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 131 reviews, with the consensus "While it boasts some stylish action, Max Payne suffers severely from an illogical plot and overdirection."[25] Another review aggregator Metacritic[image: External link] gave the film a 31/100 approval rating based on 25 reviews falling under the "generally unfavorable reviews" category.[26] Members thought that Wahlberg's acting was bad enough to be nominated for a Razzie[image: External link] in the category of worst actor for his work in Max Payne and The Happening[image: External link] during the 29th annual awards.[27]

Louise Keller said "the most striking element is the production design..."[28] Bruce Paterson wrote for the Australian Film Critics Association[image: External link] that "Mark Wahlberg is terrific in hard-bitten roles", but in a reference to the Valkyries concluded "it could have done with more of the Norse and less of the force."[29] Critic Armond White[image: External link] has defended the film stating that Moore "explores genuine, contemporary anxiety [and that] his images are richer than his plots."[30]

On IGN[image: External link], Jim Vejvoda, said: "it also doesn't help that Wahlberg gives a drab performance..." and "the rest of the cast doesn't fare much better." He stated that gamers will be disappointed when comparing it to the game and even as a revenge film there is not much here.[31] Despite this mediocre review, IGN went on to give Max Payne the "Best Videogame Adaptation" award of 2008, noting "this is how sad games-to-film have become that the only one worthy of being named the "best" of the year is a movie that we panned."[32]

One of the harshest critics of the film, 3D Realms[image: External link] CEO Scott Miller, one of the game's producers, cited fundamental story flaws "that have me shaking my head in bewilderment,"[33] including the game's opening scenes being instead placed in the middle of the film. After the film's No. 1 opening weekend, however, he retracted his comments, saying that he was now "proud of the film," and that "this kind of opening brings us a lot closer to the reality of a sequel," to the long-stalled video game franchise.[34]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards




Mark Wahlberg received a Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link] nomination for Worst Actor[image: External link] for his performance in the film (also for The Happening[image: External link]), but "lost" against Mike Myers for The Love Guru[image: External link].
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 Box office




Despite negative reviews from critics, Max Payne opened at No. 1 at the box office with $17,639,849 during its first weekend against newcomers Sex Drive, The Secret Life of Bees, and W.[35] The film earned $40,689,393 domestically and $44,727,512 overseas, making a worldwide total of $85,416,905. While it is not considered an overwhelming success, its U.S. gross was around the same range as other video game adaptations such as Hitman[image: External link], Silent Hill[image: External link], and Resident Evil[image: External link]. Its international gross was lower than both Silent Hill and Hitman, and it was significantly lower than that of the four live-action Resident Evil films released to date.[36] The film also ranks eleventh in U.S. box-office gross revenues for video game adaptions.[37]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on January 20, 2009 and as of August 2009 generated $25,915,457 in DVD sales.[2] All versions contain the theatrical and the uncut versions of the film, and the Blu-ray and the 2-disc DVD contain the "Michelle Payne Animated Graphic Novel" as well as a digital copy[image: External link] of the uncut version of the film. The uncut version features only 3 minutes of additional footage compared to the theatrical release; the most notable difference is the extra CGI blood. Only the Blu-ray release features a D-BOX[image: External link] motion code.[38] It went on to receive a score of 7 out of 10 on IGN[image: External link], being described as "a first-rate transfer that manages to show off the range of the high-definition format with few, if any, real weaknesses".[39]
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 Differences from the game





	For more information, see Max Payne.



The film is loosely based on the video game of the same name developed by Remedy Entertainment[image: External link] in 2001. The number of differences between the game and the film caused the CEO of 3D Realms and producer behind the game, Scott Miller, to make a public statement against the film. Miller did not approve of the fact that the film's audience does not know why Max is seeking revenge. A flashback scene where Max finds his family murdered was right at the beginning of the game, but in the movie it was shown mid-film. He was also surprised that one of the story's main villains, Jack Lupino, is killed by Hensley where in the game, Max finishes the job personally.[40] The end scene was also changed from Max killing Nicole Horne in her helicopter by shooting out the tower's lightning rods'[image: External link] guy wires[image: External link], causing them fall into her helicopter as it is about to take off, to Max shooting B.B. on top of the helipad, which he had already done earlier in the game at the Choir Communications Garage.[41][42][43] A large segment of the video game featuring a government laboratory (underneath a steel mill) producing the drug was completely absent from the film.

Many people were confused by the addition of the demonic creatures. These creatures seemingly represented Valkyries, though in Norse mythology Valkyries are female warriors and not demonic beings. And though the game makes heavy references to Norse mythology, Valkyries do not actually appear. The film has a much larger element of the supernatural than the game, as it is never revealed in the film if they are part of the hallucinations.[44] Max takes the drug in the film to prevent the onset of hypothermia; however, in the game, he was forced to take it by Nicole Horne and left for dead.[45]
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 Soundtrack




Beltrami made use of a detuned piano with violins, violas, and cellos. Cullen from SciFiPulse thought the score was dark and haunting, hoping the movie would live up to the soundtrack. He rated the album an eight out of ten, saying "the detuned piano really adds that sense of depth to the proceedings and makes every single track on the CD stand out."[46] The song featured in the trailer is "If I Was Your Vampire[image: External link]" by Marilyn Manson[image: External link].
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The Book of Eli






For the 12th-century English chronicle, see Book of Ely[image: External link].

The Book of Eli is a 2010 American post-apocalyptic[image: External link] neo- Western[image: External link] and action film[image: External link] directed by the Hughes brothers[image: External link], written by Gary Whitta[image: External link], and starring Denzel Washington, Gary Oldman[image: External link], Mila Kunis, Ray Stevenson[image: External link], and Jennifer Beals[image: External link]. The story revolves around Eli, a nomad in a post-apocalyptic world, who is told by a voice to deliver his copy of a mysterious book to a safe location on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link]. The history of the post-war world is explained along the way, as is the importance of Eli's task. Filming began in February 2009 and took place in New Mexico[image: External link].[4]

The film has received mixed reviews from critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 48% of 188 critics have given the film a positive review, with a rating average of 5.5 out of 10. The film was released in theaters in January 2010. Alcon Entertainment[image: External link] financed and co-produced the film with Silver Pictures[image: External link], while it was distributed by Warner Bros.[image: External link] in the United States; international sales were handled by Summit Entertainment[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




Thirty years after a nuclear apocalypse,[5] Eli (Denzel Washington) travels on foot toward the west coast of the former United States. Along the way he demonstrates uncanny survival and fighting skills, hunting wildlife and swiftly defeating a group of desert bandits[image: External link] who try to ambush him. Searching for water, he arrives in a ramshackle town rebuilt and overseen by Carnegie (Gary Oldman[image: External link]). Carnegie dreams of building more towns and of controlling the people by using the power of a certain book. His henchmen[image: External link] scour the desolate landscape daily in search of it, but to no avail.

In town he barters with a store owner, the Engineer (Tom Waits[image: External link]), to recharge the battery of his portable music player. While waiting, he goes across the street to the town bar, where a gang of bikers attack, but he quickly kills them all. Realizing Eli is a literate man like himself, Carnegie asks Eli to stay, making it clear that the offer is non-negotiable. After Carnegie's blind mistress Claudia (Jennifer Beals[image: External link]) gives Eli some food and water, Carnegie orders Claudia's daughter Solara (Mila Kunis) to seduce Eli, but he turns her down. While killing time, she finds his book. Unperturbed, Eli offers to share his food with her, and before they eat, he says grace[image: External link]. The following day, Solara repeats the prayer, but Carnegie overhears them and realizes Solara's words relate to the book he has been seeking. He soon forces Solara to tell him if Eli was reading a book, and realizes Eli's book is the one he wants—a Bible[image: External link].

Eli sneaks out of his room and Carnegie has his henchmen shoot at Eli, but the bullets seemingly just graze him, as if he is being protected. Eli shoots most of Carnegie's men and hits Carnegie in the leg with a shotgun blast. Solara, having left the town, leads Eli to a cave which is the town's water supply, hoping she can accompany him on his travels. Eli traps her inside and continues on alone. Solara escapes and soon finds herself ambushed by two bandits who attempt to rape her, but Eli reappears and kills them. As they continue on, Eli explains his mission to Solara. According to Eli, his book is the last remaining copy of the Bible, as all other copies were intentionally destroyed following the nuclear war thirty years ago. He says he was led to the book by a voice in his head, which then directed him to travel westward to a place where it would be safe. The voice assured him that he would be protected and guided on his journey.

Eventually, Eli and Solara investigate an isolated house. They fall into a trap, but manage to allay the suspicions of the residents, George (Michael Gambon[image: External link]) and Martha (Frances de la Tour[image: External link]), who invite them in for tea. When Eli realizes that the couple are cannibals[image: External link], they attempt to leave just as Carnegie and his henchmen arrive. In the ensuing shootout, George, Martha and many of Carnegie's men are killed. Eli and Solara are captured. When Carnegie threatens to kill Solara, Eli surrenders the Bible, but Carnegie shoots him, and leaves him for dead. Solara escapes and drives back to help Eli. Rather than chase her, Carnegie returns to the town, since his sole remaining vehicle is running low on fuel. Solara finds Eli, and they drive until they reach the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], and then row to Alcatraz Island[image: External link], where they find a group intent on preserving what they can of literature and music. Eli tells the guards that he has a copy of the King James Version[image: External link] of the Bible. Once inside, Eli, revealed to be blind, begins to dictate the Bible from memory to Lombardi (Malcolm McDowell[image: External link]), the leader of the group.[6][7]

Meanwhile, back in the town, the Engineer opens the locked Bible where Carnegie discovers, to his dismay, that it is in Braille[image: External link], and orders Claudia to read it to him. She pretends that she cannot remember how to read it, telling Carnegie his leg wound has become infected[image: External link] and his men have begun to run amok[image: External link]. At the sanctuary, Eli has died, but not before he finished reciting the entire book. The printing press at Alcatraz begins producing copies of the Bible, and Lombardi places one on a bookshelf between the Torah[image: External link] and Tanakh[image: External link] on one side and the Quran[image: External link] on the other. Solara, though offered sanctuary, chooses to return home, taking with her Eli's sword and other possessions.
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 Cast





	
Denzel Washington as Eli

	
Gary Oldman[image: External link] as Carnegie

	
Mila Kunis as Solara

	
Ray Stevenson[image: External link] as Redridge

	
Jennifer Beals[image: External link] as Claudia

	
Evan Jones[image: External link] as Martz

	
Joe Pingue[image: External link] as Hoyt

	
Frances de la Tour[image: External link] as Martha

	
Michael Gambon[image: External link] as George

	
Tom Waits[image: External link] as Engineer

	
Chris Browning[image: External link] as Hijack Leader

	
Malcolm McDowell[image: External link] as Lombardi (uncredited)
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 Production




In May 2007, Columbia Pictures[image: External link] and Warner Bros.[image: External link] signed the Hughes brothers to direct The Book of Eli, based on a script by Gary Whitta[image: External link]. (The brothers had last directed the 2001 film From Hell[image: External link].)[8] Subsequently Anthony Peckham[image: External link] rewrote the script, and in September 2008 Denzel Washington won the lead role.[9] The following October, Gary Oldman was cast to star alongside Washington.[10] Principal photography[image: External link] began in February 2009 and took place in New Mexico.[11] Alcon Entertainment financed the film and co-produced with Silver Pictures.[12]

Jeff Imada[image: External link] choreographed the complex fight scenes, which feature the Filipino martial art[image: External link] of Kali[image: External link]. Washington trained for months with Dan Inosanto[image: External link] and Imada for his role.[13]
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 Box office




The film was released in North America on January 15, 2010 in 3,111 theaters. It took in $11,672,970—$3,752 per theater, its opening day.[14] By the end of its opening four-day holiday weekend[image: External link] it grossed $38,437,553—$12,355 per theater. It ranked number two, behind Avatar[image: External link].[15] On its second weekend, it placed third with Legion[image: External link] taking its number two place and grossed $15,732,493—$5,057 per theater.[16] By its third weekend it dropped down to number five and made $8,908,286—$2,897 per theater.[17] The film has come to gross $94,835,059 in the United States and Canada, and $62,256,659 in other markets, with an estimated worldwide total of $157,091,718.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Critical reviews




The film has received mixed reviews from critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 48% of 188 critics have given the film a positive review, with a rating average of 5.5 out of 10. The site's consensus is that "It's certainly uneven, and many viewers will find that its reach exceeds its grasp, but The Book of Eli finds the Hughes brothers injecting some fresh stylish fun into the kind of post-apocalyptic wasteland filmgoers have seen more than enough of lately."[18] Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted average[image: External link] score out of 0–100 reviews from film critics, has a rating score of 53 based on 33 reviews.[19]

Todd McCarthy of Variety[image: External link] predicted "this will not be one of ... Denzel Washington's bigger grossers."[20] Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] critic Roger Ebert gave the film 3 of 4 stars and said of the film: "You won't be sorry you went. It grips your attention, and then at the end throws in several WTF! moments, which are a bonus."[21] Reviewing the film for The A.V. Club[image: External link], Scott Tobias graded the film a B, and wrote "At a time when theaters are experiencing a glut of doomsday scenarios, the Hughes' ashen, bombed-out future world looks a little too familiar, no matter how crisply they present it. But the showdown between Washington and a deliciously hammy Oldman complicates the film's overt religiosity...".[22] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly gave the film a D, calling it "a ponderous dystopian[image: External link] bummer that might be described as The Road Warrior[image: External link] without car chases, or The Road[image: External link] without humanity.[23]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] on May 31, 2010 in the UK and on June 15, 2010 in the United States and Canada. The DVD took the top spot on all three national home video market charts in its first week. It premiered No. 1 on Home Media Magazine[image: External link]'s Rental Chart, the Nielsen VideoScan[image: External link] Blu-ray chart, and the Nielsen VideoScan First Alert Sales Chart, where it outdistanced its nearest competitor in sales by a 3 to 1 margin.[24]
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	Eli (biblical figure)[image: External link]
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Friends with Benefits (film)






Friends with Benefits is a 2011 American romantic comedy film[image: External link] directed by Will Gluck, and starring Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis in the lead roles. The film features Patricia Clarkson, Jenna Elfman[image: External link], Bryan Greenberg[image: External link], Nolan Gould[image: External link], Richard Jenkins[image: External link], and Woody Harrelson[image: External link] in supporting roles.[4] The plot revolves around Dylan Harper (Timberlake) and Jamie Rellis (Kunis), who meet in New York City, and naively believe adding sex to their friendship will not lead to complications. Over time, they begin to develop deep mutual feelings for each other, only to deny it each time they are together.

Principal casting for Friends with Benefits took place over a three-month period from April to July 2010. Gluck reworked the original script and plot shortly after casting Timberlake and Kunis. Filming began in New York City[image: External link] on July 20, 2010, and concluded in Los Angeles in September 2010. The film was distributed by Screen Gems[image: External link] and was released in North America on July 22, 2011. Friends with Benefits was generally well received by film critics, most of whom praised the chemistry between the lead actors. The film became a commercial success at the box office, grossing over $150.4 million worldwide, against a budget of $35 million. It was nominated for two People's Choice Awards[image: External link]—Favorite Comedy Movie, and Favorite Comedic Movie Actress (Kunis)—and two Teen Choice Awards for Timberlake and Kunis.



TOP
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 Plot




Jamie Rellis (Mila Kunis) is an executive recruiter for a leading job agency in New York City, and Dylan Harper (Justin Timberlake) works as an art director for a small internet company in Los Angeles. Jamie has the task of trying to recruit Dylan to interview for a job with GQ and begin working in New York City. Dylan comes to New York and after interviewing for the position learns from Jamie that he has been given an offer to work for GQ. Initially skeptical about the job and moving to New York, Dylan eventually agrees to the job after a fun night exploring the city with Jamie.

The following day, Jamie presents Dylan with the contract to sign so she can land her commission for recruiting him. Not knowing anyone else in the city, he and Jamie quickly develop a strong platonic friendship. One night, they get on the topic of sex and relationships. They come to the conclusion that sex should not come with so many emotional attachments. As they both feel the need for a physical connection, they agree to have sex without emotion or commitment. After several trysts together, Jamie comes to the realization that this is not really what she wants and she would like to start dating again. She tells Dylan that they need to stop.

Jamie meets Parker, an oncologist[image: External link], and they begin dating. After five dates, they consummate their relationship, only to break up the next morning. Trying to be sympathetic and to console her, Dylan suggests she travels with him to California over the Fourth of July[image: External link] weekend, while he visits his family. Initially hesitant, Jamie agrees after much persistence from Dylan. They fly to Los Angeles, where Jamie meets his sister Annie, nephew Sammy, and father, who suffers from the early stages of Alzheimer's disease[image: External link]. While in California, they begin to develop strong emotional romantic feelings for each other, and share a passionate kiss, which leads to a night of close intimacy unlike any other they had shared before. However, the next day, Jamie overhears a conversation between Annie and Dylan, where Annie suspects Dylan and Jamie like each other, though he insists he otherwise and says Jamie is too "fucked up" for him to date. Hurt, she flies back to New York. A few days later, Dylan returns to New York, trying to reconcile his friendship with Jamie and find out why she has been ignoring him. He finally finds Jamie, and she informs him she overheard everything he said and has no interest in maintaining any kind of a friendship with him.

Soon after this, Jamie discovers that Dylan may be leaving the GQ position for another job before the year elapses on his contract, which would affect her commission. She confronts Dylan about this, which leads to another argument. Both begin to do some soul searching trying to come to terms with their feelings about their relationship. Jamie spends time with her mother, Lorna, while Dylan discusses it with Annie over the phone. His sister informs him that their father will be flying to Newark[image: External link] and he needs to be picked up at the airport. While at the airport, his father, in a moment of Alzheimer's-induced confusion, incorrectly recognizes a passer-by as a woman from his past. Dylan asks him about the woman. After regaining his lucidity, his father says that she was a woman he met in the Navy and "the love of my life". He also states that he regrets decisions he made in his youth to let her go. Dylan's father tells him not to do the same thing, and to reconcile with Jamie if there is any chance of saving the relationship.

Dylan realizes how he really feels about Jamie after talking with his father, and decides to go after her. He calls Jamie’s mother to set up an excuse to get Jamie to go to Grand Central Station[image: External link] thinking she will be picking up her mother. He arranges to have a flash mob[image: External link] dance to "Closing Time[image: External link]" set up to surprise Jamie at the station. When the moment comes, he catches up with Jamie and tells her how he really feels. Surprised and happy by this turn of events, Jamie tells him to kiss her. After sharing a passionate kiss, Dylan suggests it is time they go on their first real date. They go across the street to the Pershing Square café[image: External link] and although they attempt to keep the date casual and relaxed, the film ends with them in a sensual embrace and passionate kiss.
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 Cast






	
Justin Timberlake as Dylan Harper

	
Mila Kunis as Jamie Rellis

	
Woody Harrelson[image: External link] as Tommy

	
Jenna Elfman[image: External link] as Annie Harper

	
Patricia Clarkson as Lorna

	
Richard Jenkins[image: External link] as Mr. Harper

	
Nolan Gould[image: External link] as Sammy

	
Bryan Greenberg[image: External link] as Parker

	
Emma Stone[image: External link] as Kayla

	
Andy Samberg[image: External link] as Quincy

	
Masi Oka[image: External link] as Darin Arturo Morena

	
Shaun White[image: External link] as himself

	
Jason Segel[image: External link] as Bryce (uncredited)

	
Rashida Jones[image: External link] as Madison (uncredited)

	
Lili Mirojnick[image: External link] as Laura

	
Angelique Cabral[image: External link] as Pam Niborski





Credits adapted from AllMovie and The Guardian.[5][6]
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 Development




In April 2010, Justin Timberlake became the first to sign on to the project.[7] He was soon followed by Mila Kunis when she landed the female lead opposite him. Approximately two months later, Variety[image: External link] magazine announced that an ensemble cast consisting of Emma Stone[image: External link], Patricia Clarkson, Richard Jenkins[image: External link], Woody Harrelson[image: External link], Andy Samberg[image: External link] and Jenna Elfman[image: External link] were set to join them in the film.[8] Three days after principal filming began, Bryan Greenberg[image: External link] completed the cast.[9] The film features cameo appearances from Shaun White[image: External link], Jason Segel[image: External link], and Rashida Jones[image: External link].[10] Production locations were set up as early as July 13, and principal filmography commenced on July 20, 2010 in the Midtown Manhattan[image: External link] section of New York City[image: External link].[11] Filming continued in Central Park[image: External link] and other sections of New York City from July to early August before the production relocated to Los Angeles, California[image: External link].[11][12]

Paramount Pictures[image: External link] dropped its original protest against the film after their director Ivan Reitman[image: External link], re-titled his film No Strings Attached[image: External link]. Screen Gems[image: External link] then moved forward with the title Friends with Benefits. At the same time, NBC[image: External link] was developing a sitcom with the same title, but the movie production company stated that due to its production schedule, they didn’t expect an issue to arise.[13] Screen Gems chose to accelerate production fearing that they would lose their title to the competing Paramount project. Director Will Gluck spoke about the frustration of comparing the two films, stating: "I wish there was more space between them. The thing that's irking me now is people are saying we're remaking No Strings Attached. We're not remaking it. The two movies were being made at the same time."[14] Gluck, in an interview with The New Zealand Herald[image: External link], said that both films are different.[15] Similar sentiments were expressed by Kunis, stating, "It's just two different movies. There's only [...] so many stories you can tell in the world. This is just one of the many."[16]

The first theatrical trailer was released on March 16, 2011.[17] The trailer had a subsequent release on YouTube and attracted over a million views in 48 hours, becoming the second most watched video of the day and the most viewed video in the film category.[18] Promotion for Friends with Benefits subsequently grew, including promotional videos from Facebook[image: External link] and Twitter[image: External link]. Timberlake and Kunis also landed on the cover of Elle in support of the film.[19][20]
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 Writing




Will Gluck stated that the concept of the story began with the idea that he wanted to work with Kunis and Timberlake, explaining that he rewrote the script for the two actors. Following those changes, Gluck expressed that he wanted to attract a more adult audience and that he "wanted to do more of an adult movie about sex, too, and about relationships".[21] He went on to compare the storyline of Friends with Benefits to the relationship in films between Katharine Hepburn[image: External link] and Spencer Tracy[image: External link].[22]

In an interview with Movieline[image: External link], Gluck further discussed the film's plot saying that Friends with Benefits would relate largely with a younger generation. He added: "They comment about these romantic comedies throughout the movie, and as they go through their storyline, they realize that they’re in a romantic comedy story — as two regular people who aren’t in a movie would comment on. They’re very cognizant that they’re in this story [...] but they end up embracing the fact that they’re going through a romantic comedy moment."[24] In an interview with the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], Timberlake explained that he and Gluck held authorship of humor and tone in regards to Friends with Benefits.[23] Timberlake and Kunis workshopped the script for more than a month before the movie went into production. Gluck would meet with the actors with 20 pages of script in front of him and the three would beat it up, changing lines, and defending each character's perspective.[25]
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 Music




In June 2011, it was announced that Madison Gate Records would be distributing the album which featured fifteen songs. The album for Friends with Benefits was released on July 19, 2011.[26]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Magic Carpet Ride[image: External link] (Philip Steir[image: External link] Remix)" ( Steppenwolf[image: External link])

	3:29



	2.
	"L.O.V." (Fitz and The Tantrums[image: External link])

	3:41



	3.
	"Booty Call[image: External link]" (G. Love & Special Sauce[image: External link])

	3:28



	4.
	"New York, New York[image: External link] (FWB Remix)" (Ray Quinn[image: External link] featuring Ultra Love)

	2:20



	5.
	"Boys Don't Cry[image: External link]" (Grant-Lee Phillips[image: External link])

	3:47



	6.
	"Such a Colorful World" (Max & Simon)

	2:14



	7.
	"Satellite" (Peter Conway)

	3:45



	8.
	"Let a Woman Be a Woman (And a Man Be a Man)" (Dyke & the Blazers[image: External link])

	3:12



	9.
	"At the Window" (Double 0 Zero)

	3:50



	10.
	"Love's Gonna Getcha" (Tal & Acacia[image: External link])

	3:05



	11.
	" Jump[image: External link]" (Kris Kross[image: External link])

	3:17



	12.
	"This Too Shall Pass" (Rogue Wave[image: External link])

	6:13



	13.
	" Tightrope[image: External link]" (Janelle Monáe[image: External link])

	4:25



	14.
	"Take a Bow" (Greg Laswell[image: External link])

	3:59



	15.
	"Closing Time[image: External link]" ( Semisonic[image: External link])

	4:34



	Total length:
	52:39





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] in the United States on December 2, 2011 and in the United Kingdom on February 6, 2012.[27]
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 Critical response




Friends with Benefits received generally positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 70% based on 168 reviews, with an average rating of 6.2/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Friends with Benefits adds nothing new to its well-worn rom-com formula, but the chemistry between Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis is almost enough to carry the movie by itself."[28] Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted average[image: External link], gave the film a score 63 out of 100, based on 37 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[29]

Manohla Dargis of The New York Times praised Friends with Benefits for its "breezy, speedy and funny comedy" and complimented the chemistry between the lead actors.[31] Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] gave the film three stars, and remarked about the film, "What not every rom-com has, however, is good dialogue, well-delivered at a fast clip." He added, "Kunis fast-talks her way through the opening scenes as if she's channeling Juno[image: External link], and Timberlake easily keeps up. At some fundamental level, I simply enjoyed watching them."[32] Peter Debruge of Variety[image: External link] found the plot to be predictable and benign; however, he complimented the cast, calling Kunis "a natural with comedy", while Timberlake "exudes the kind of star wattage that put Will Smith[image: External link] on top."[33] Likewise, Salon[image: External link]'s Andrew O'Hehir asserted that despite a disappointing conclusion to the film, it was nonetheless a "rewarding summer diversion."[34] The Guardian writer Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] reacted negatively to the film, expressing that there "was no benefit to watching it." Bradshaw gave the film a one-out-of-five-star rating.[35]

The Daily Telegraph[image: External link]'s Sukhdev Sandhu felt that Timberlake held his own when working with Mila Kunis. Concluding his review, Sandhu presented Friends with Benefits a three out of five stars.[36] Betsey Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] praised the acting in the film, opining that "it [brought] a lot of natural life to the party."[30] Michael Rechtshaffen of The Hollywood Reporter gave the film a positive review, stating that there was "palpable chemistry" between Timberlake and Kunis.[37] Entertainment Weekly writer Owen Gleiberman gave Friends with Benefits a 'B-' grade, exclaiming that while he enjoyed much of the film, he felt that it was inconsistent.[38]

Mary Pols of Time[image: External link] applauded the film, and wrote that despite the plot being predictable, the film was "elevated by energetic dialogue, the sexual chemistry between the leads and the fact that the miscommunication that keeps bliss at bay [...] is plausible."[40] Giving Friends with Benefits a three-star rating, The Boston Globe[image: External link] journalist Ty Burr opined that the film "works like a charm." He added that it mostly keeps its manic energy in check, and that it plays to chick-flick formulas without ever groveling – which is due almost entirely to the leads."[39] Similar sentiments were expressed by Peter Paras of E!. Giving it a 'B' grade, Paras asserted that the film was the best romantic comedy film in a long time.[41] Melissa Leong of the National Post[image: External link] wrote, "While the film takes jabs at the Hollywood fairy tale, [...] Gluck adheres to the formula."[42]
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 Themes




According to The New York Times, Friends with Benefits, a film "about love and sex in the age of social networking, gets some of its juice and tang partly by trash-talking its own genre. The setup is familiar, as are the essential elements: a single man and a single woman, two battered hearts yet a pair of resilient, eager, pretty bodies [...] Friends with Benefits starts from the premise that its characters, and you, are sick of the romantic comedy clichés they may secretly, or not so secretly, adore."[31] Drew Pinsky[image: External link], an addiction medicine[image: External link] specialist felt that the film's central characters, both of whom were raised by a single parent[image: External link] in the film, "start looking for ways to solve that problem because they were never given the opportunity to grow an emotional landscape from a nurturing, available parent. They were just quickly parentalized and became a caretaker. And the caretaking is all part of the 'going for a broken person' and trying to fix them." He further added that "love addiction ending in 'happily ever after' is not a great message."[43]

Timberlake added that Friends with Benefits is a film for "our generation; people that are between 25 and 30 years of age that are moving into a different part of their life. They are not sure what type of commitment they are comfortable with or what they're gonna do for the rest of their life".[44]
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 Box office




Friends with Benefits was released in North America[image: External link] on July 22, 2011, in 2,926 theaters. It collected $6,801,594 on its opening day and then grossed a total of $18,622,150 in its opening weekend, finishing third at the box office, behind Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link].[2] The film grossed $55.8 million in the United States[image: External link] and Canada[image: External link].[2]

The film had similar success internationally. In Australia[image: External link], it premiered on August 18, 2011 and earned $2.4 million during its opening weekend, charting above Green Lantern[image: External link] to finish first at the box office.[45] The film expanded into Europe[image: External link] in September 2011. It grossed $10.6 million from over 20 territories in its first weekend.[46] Friends with Benefits topped first place in France[image: External link], where it opened with $1.8 million. The film performed highest in the United Kingdom[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link], where it grossed $3.1 million and $2.6 million in its first weekend upon release, respectively.[46] By mid-September, the film had grossed over $29.6 million overseas.[46] It went on to gross over $150.4 million worldwide, with international grosses standing at $94.6 million.[3]
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 Accolades






	Awards
	Category
	Nominee
	Result
	Ref.



	2011 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male
	Justin Timberlake
	Nominated
	[47]



	Choice Summer Movie Star: Female
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	2012 People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Comedy Movie
	Friends with Benefits
	Nominated
	[48]



	Favorite Comedic Movie Actress
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	2012 Rembrandt Awards
	Best Foreign Actress
	Nominated
	[49]
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Ted (film)






Ted is a 2012 American buddy comedy[image: External link] film directed by Seth MacFarlane in his feature film directorial debut[image: External link]. The screenplay by MacFarlane, Alec Sulkin[image: External link], and Wellesley Wild[image: External link] is from MacFarlane's story. The film stars MacFarlane, Mark Wahlberg, Mila Kunis, and with Joel McHale[image: External link] and Giovanni Ribisi[image: External link] in supporting roles, with MacFarlane providing the voice of the title character. The film tells the story of John Bennett, a Boston native whose childhood wish brings his teddy bear friend Ted to life. However in adulthood, Ted prevents John and his love interest Lori Collins from moving on with their lives.

The film is MacFarlane's feature-length directorial debut,[2] produced by Media Rights Capital and distributed by Universal Pictures[image: External link]. It was the twelfth-highest-grossing film[image: External link] of 2012 and received an Academy Award nomination for Best Original Song[image: External link].

A sequel, Ted 2[image: External link], was released on June 26, 2015.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1985, 8-year-old John Bennett is a lonely child living in Norwood, Massachusetts[image: External link], a suburb of Boston[image: External link], who wished for his new Christmas gift—a jumbo teddy bear[image: External link] named Ted—to come to life and become his friend. The wish coincides with a shooting star and comes true; word spread and Ted was briefly a celebrity.

27 years later, John (now 35) and Ted are still living in Boston, and are still staunch companions enjoying a hedonistic life. John is dating Lori Collins, who is from Philadelphia[image: External link]. As their anniversary approaches, Lori hopes to marry John but feels he could not move forward with Ted around. John is hesitant about making Ted leave, but he is persuaded to act when they find Ted at home with four prostitutes[image: External link].

John finds Ted his own apartment and a job at a grocery store, where Ted begins dating his coworker Tami-Lynn. Lori learns that John has been skipping work—using her as an excuse—to continue to spend most of his time with Ted. John and Lori are invited to a party put on by Lori's womanizing manager Rex, but Ted lures John away to a party at his apartment with the offer to meet Sam J. Jones[image: External link], the star of their favorite film, Flash Gordon[image: External link]. John intends to stay only a few minutes but gets caught up in the occasion. Lori finds John there and breaks up with him. John blames Ted for ruining his life and tells him to stay away.

John and Ted confront each other about their ruined friendship and they fight but manage to reconcile. To repair John's relationship with Lori, Ted arranges for an old lover, singer Norah Jones[image: External link], to help by having John express his love for Lori with a song during her concert. He does an off-key[image: External link] rendition of All Time High[image: External link] by Rita Coolidge[image: External link] and is booed offstage. Lori is touched by the attempt and returns to her apartment where Ted confesses about his role in John's relapse and offers to leave them alone forever if she talks to John.

Lori is persuaded, but Ted is kidnapped by Donny, an obsessive stalker who idolized Ted as a child. Donny plans to make Ted his brutish son Robert's toy. Ted manages to reach a phone to contact John but is immediately recaptured. Realizing Ted is in danger, John and Lori locate Donny's residence and track him to rescue Ted. The chase leads to Fenway Park[image: External link], where John punches Robert, but during the chase, Ted is damaged and falls onto the field ripped entirely in half. A police car arrives, forcing Donny to flee. John and Lori gather Ted's stuffing and Ted relays his wish that John be happy with Lori before dying from his injuries.

Unable to accept Ted's death, a distraught John and Lori attempt to repair Ted, which proves useless. Feeling guilty about the incident, Lori makes a wish on a shooting star. The next morning, John hangs his head while looking over Ted's dead body. Fortunately, Ted is magically restored and reconciles with John and Lori, encouraging them to resume their relationship. John and Lori are married (with Sam Jones as the presiding minister), and Ted comfortably accepts having a life of his own as he and Tami-Lynn continued their love affair. Sam Jones attempts to restart his career and moves into a studio apartment with Brandon Routh[image: External link]. Rex gives up his pursuit of Lori, goes into a deep depression, and dies of Lou Gehrig's disease[image: External link]. Donny gets arrested by the Boston Police Department[image: External link] for kidnapping a plush toy, but charges are dropped. Robert hires a personal trainer, loses a significant amount of weight, and goes on to become Taylor Lautner[image: External link].
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 Cast






	
Seth MacFarlane as Ted (voice and motion capture), John's teddy bear and best friend

	Zane Cowans as young Ted's voice.[3]


	
Tara Strong[image: External link] (uncredited) as Ted's "I Love You" function[3]






	
Mark Wahlberg as John Bennett

	Colton Shires as teenage John Bennett

	Bretton Manley as young John Bennett





	
Mila Kunis as Lori Collins, John's girlfriend

	
Joel McHale[image: External link] as Rex, Lori's boss

	
Giovanni Ribisi[image: External link] as Donny, Ted's stalker

	
Aedin Mincks[image: External link] as Robert, Donny's son

	
Patrick Warburton[image: External link] as Guy, John's co-worker

	
Laura Vandervoort[image: External link] as Tanya, John's co-worker

	
Matt Walsh[image: External link] as Thomas Murphy, John's boss

	
Jessica Barth[image: External link] as Tami-Lynn McCafferty, Ted's girlfriend and co-worker

	
Bill Smitrovich[image: External link] as Frank Stevens, Ted's boss

	
Alex Borstein[image: External link] as Helen Bennett, John's mother

	
Ralph Garman[image: External link] as Steve Bennett, John's father

	
Jessica Stroup[image: External link] as Tracy, Lori's co-worker

	
Sam J. Jones[image: External link] as himself

	
Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] (uncredited) as Jared, Guy's boyfriend

	
Norah Jones[image: External link] as herself

	
Tom Skerritt[image: External link] as himself

	
Mike Henry[image: External link] as a Southern newscaster

	
Robert Wu[image: External link] as Quan Ming/Ming the Merciless[image: External link]


	
Ted Danson[image: External link] (uncredited) as himself

	
Patrick Stewart[image: External link] as Narrator[3]
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 Production




Seth MacFarlane's directorial debut is a live-action[image: External link] effort, with computer animation handled by visual effects facilities Tippett Studio[image: External link] and Iloura. MacFarlane wrote the screenplay with his Family Guy colleagues Alec Sulkin[image: External link] and Wellesley Wild[image: External link].[4] Filming began in May 2011 in Boston, Norwood[image: External link] and other locations in Massachusetts.[5]

The film's North American release was scheduled for July 13, 2012, but it was pulled back to June 29, both to avoid competition with Ice Age: Continental Drift[image: External link] and following the delay of G.I. Joe: Retaliation[image: External link].[6] The film was released in Australia on July 5, 2012,[7] and on August 1, 2012 in the United Kingdom and Ireland.[8]

In a "behind the scenes[image: External link]" video[ which?[image: External link]], it was revealed that MacFarlane originally wanted to make Ted into an animated TV show, much like his previous works Family Guy and American Dad![image: External link].
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 Soundtrack




The film's soundtrack was released by Universal Republic Records[image: External link] on June 26, 2012. It features the score by Walter Murphy[image: External link] and songs by various artists such as Norah Jones[image: External link] and Queen[image: External link]. Seth MacFarlane co-wrote the opening theme "Everybody Needs a Best Friend[image: External link]" with Murphy.[9] The song was later nominated for the Academy Award for Best Original Song[image: External link] at the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link].[10]


	Track listing



All tracks by Walter Murphy[image: External link] except where indicated.



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Performer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Everybody Needs a Best Friend[image: External link]"
	Seth MacFarlane and Walter Murphy[image: External link]
	Norah Jones[image: External link]
	2:28



	2.
	"The Power of Love"
	 
	 
	3:11



	3.
	"Thunder Buddies for Life"
	 
	 
	1:56



	4.
	"John & Lori at Work / A Walk in the Park"
	 
	 
	1:36



	5.
	"Magical Wish"
	 
	 
	0:51



	6.
	"Rex's Party (Everybody Needs a Best Friend)"
	 
	 
	2:30



	7.
	"The Breakup"
	 
	 
	1:01



	8.
	"Never be Scared of Thunder Again"
	 
	 
	1:06



	9.
	"Ted is Captured"
	 
	 
	3:48



	10.
	"The Car Chase / Fenway Pursuit"
	 
	 
	3:27



	11.
	"Climbing the Tower / She's Your Thunder Buddy Now"
	 
	 
	3:59



	12.
	"Saving Ted / Lori's Wish"
	 
	 
	3:39



	13.
	"The Proposal / The Wedding"
	 
	 
	2:56



	14.
	"End Titles"
	 
	 
	5:14



	15.
	"Flash's Theme"
	Brian May
	Queen[image: External link]
	2:31



	16.
	" Sin[image: External link]"
	Mike Burdge, Scott Garapolo & Tim Mercer
	Daphne[image: External link]
	2:23



	17.
	"Only Wanna Be with You[image: External link]"
	Mark Bryan[image: External link], Everett Felber, Darius Rucker[image: External link] & James Sonfeld
	Hootie & The Blowfish[image: External link]
	3:48



	18.
	"Come Away with Me[image: External link]"
	Norah Jones
	Norah Jones
	3:07



	19.
	"All Time High[image: External link]"
	John Barry[image: External link]
	Rita Coolidge[image: External link]
	3:03



	20.
	"I Think We're Alone Now[image: External link]"
	Ritchie Cordell[image: External link]
	Tiffany[image: External link]
	3:46



	21.
	"Thunder Buddies for Life"
	Walter Murphy
	Seth MacFarlane & Mark Wahlberg
	0:14



	Total length:
	56:34




Other songs which do not appear on the soundtrack but are featured in the film include songs from Queen's Flash Gordon soundtrack[image: External link]: "Football Fight", "Battle Theme", and "The Hero", as well as the "Knight Rider Theme[image: External link]" by Stu Phillips[image: External link], "Stayin' Alive[image: External link]" by "Bee Gees[image: External link]", "Kiss Kiss[image: External link]" by "Chris Brown[image: External link]" and "The Imperial March[image: External link]" by John Williams[image: External link]. The film trailers used the songs "Best Friend" by Harry Nilsson[image: External link] and "How You Like Me Now?[image: External link]" by The Heavy[image: External link].
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 Marketing




To promote the film, Universal Pictures[image: External link] teamed up with Axe[image: External link] in a marketing campaign that involved the title character and the brand's hair care product Axe Hair.[11] In one commercial, Ted takes a woman on a date to a fancy restaurant, where he brings her to orgasm under the table before handing another man a box of Axe Hair gel.[12]

In February 2013, Wahlberg and Ted made an appearance at the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link], which MacFarlane hosted.[13]
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 Release
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 Box office




Ted grossed $218.8 million in North America and $330.6 million overseas for a total gross of $549.4 million, against a budget of $50 million.[1] It was Universal's highest-grossing film in 2012, ahead of Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link] and Battleship[image: External link][14] (the only one to pass the $400 million mark[15]), and the 12th-highest-grossing film of 2012[image: External link].


	Asia



Ted debuted in first place in Taiwan and got the best comedy opening ever there.[16] It also debuted in Hong Kong, with $1.4 million, and grossed $571,000 in its first week in South Korea,[17] eventually grossing $8 million, $3.8 million and $1.8 million respectively.[18] It also grossed $2.1 million in both Indonesia[image: External link] and Singapore[image: External link], and $1.4 million in Thailand[image: External link].[18]

In January 2013, the film opened at number one in Japan, its final market, with $4.5 million, the best start ever for an R-rated comedy there. In comparison, it grossed more in its opening weekend than The Hangover Part II[image: External link] made in its entire run.[19] The following weekend, it retained the No. 1 spot for the second consecutive frame, grossing $3.6 million at 137 dates, for a 10-day market cumulative total of $11.2 million.[20] By its third weekend, the film stayed at the No. 1 spot for a third week, with earning down less than 10%, pushing Ted's overseas total past the $300 million mark, and making it the top grossing R-rated comedy of all time in Japan.[21] It then had its fourth consecutive weekend at No. 1, drawing another $3 million at 354 locations in the country.[22] Its cumulative total stands at $44 million grossed.[23]


	Europe



Ted debuted with $14.3 million in the United Kingdom, making it the third-best debut ever for a Universal[image: External link] film behind Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason[image: External link] and King Kong[image: External link],[24] eventually grossing over $48.9 million in the country. Ted was released in cinemas across the United Kingdom on August 3.[18]

The film had a $7.4 million launch in Germany,[24] holding #1 spot for three-straight weeks,[25] eventually grossing over $31.4 million.[18]

In Spain, it opened with $2.3 million, which is the highest ever for an original R-rated comedy there,[26] eventually grossing over $14.3 million.[18]

The film also had the best Hollywood comedy debut ever in Russia, grossing $5.5 million,[24] eventually grossing $17 million.[18]

Ted spent its first 4 weeks atop the weekend box office in both the Netherlands,[27] and Austria[image: External link],[28] eventually grossing $8.4 million, and $6.2 million in those countries respectively.[18] The movie also opened at No. 1 in Belgium, with $587,000, eventually grossing $4.4 million.[18]

In Italy, the film had a second place start, grossing $3.3 million in its opening weekend there,[29] moving up to no. 1 on its second week, with $4.2 million grossed.[30] It has since grossed $14.1 million there.[18]

In France, the film debuted at No. 2, grossing $3 million in 348 theatres during its opening weekend,[31] eventually grossing $11.5 million in the country.[18]


	North America



Ted earned $2.6 million in midnight showings in the United States and Canada.[32] For its opening day, Ted scored one of the best R-rated comedy debuts ever since The Hangover[image: External link] with an estimated $20.2 million.[1][33] The film earned a total of $54.4 million in its opening weekend, well over second-place R-rated Magic Mike[image: External link]'s $39.2 million.[34] Its overall weekend gross set a record for the highest original R-rated comedy opening in history.[35] It was the first time two R-rated films grossed more than $21 million each during a weekend.[36]

In Mexico, the film debuted in first place with $2.1 million,[15] grossing $13.4 million.[18]


	Oceania



Ted also debuted at #1 in Australia and New Zealand, grossing over $35.5 million and $3.5 million respectively.[18] Its $13.1 million opening in Australia, of which $4.5 million were from previews, was Universal's biggest opening ever in the country.[16] In Australia, Ted was rated MA 15+,[37] whereas in New Zealand, it was rated R13 for its theatrical release and R16 for the DVD/Blu-ray release.


	South America



In Brazil, the film opened with $1.4 million at 273 sites,[38] moving up to 1st place in the country on its third week of release.[39] It has since grossed $8.8 million there.[18]

The film also grossed $4.6 million in Argentina, 2 million in Chile, 1.9 million in Peru, and 1.7 million in Colombia.[18]
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 Critical reception




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 67% based on 204 reviews with an average rating of 6.4/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Ted's "romance versus bromance" plot is familiar, but the film's held aloft by the high-concept central premise and a very funny (albeit inconsistent) script."[40] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 62 out of 100 based on 37 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[41] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "A-" on an A+ to F scale.[42]

Roger Ebert gave the film three-and-a-half stars out of four, citing the film as "the best comedy screenplay so far [this year]," also praising the film on the fact that it "doesn't run out of steam."[43]

Nathan Rabin[image: External link] of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the film a "B" grade.[44] Brent McNight of Beyond Hollywood commented on the jokes: "Some of these jokes hit, some jokes miss."[45] On the other hand, A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times called Ted "boring, lazy and wildly unoriginal."[46]
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 Accolades






	List of awards and nominations



	Award / Film Festival
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Teen Choice Award

( 2012[image: External link])
	Choice Summer Movie: Comedy
	Ted
	Nominated
	[47]



	Choice Movie: Voice
	Seth MacFarlane as Ted
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Seth MacFarlane and Mark Wahlberg
	Nominated



	International Film Music Critics Association Award[image: External link]

(2012)
	Best Original Score for a Comedy Film
	Walter Murphy[image: External link]
	Won
	[48]



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Award

(2012)
	Breakthrough Performance Behind the Camera
	Seth MacFarlane
	Nominated
	[49]



	Jupiter Award[image: External link]

(2012)
	Best International Film
	Seth MacFarlane
	Won
	[50]



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]

( 2012[image: External link])
	Best Comedy
	Ted
	Won
	[51]



	People's Choice Award[image: External link]

(39th)
	Favorite Comedy Movie
	Ted
	Won
	[52]



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	Favorite Comedic Movie Actress
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Award[image: External link]

( 18th[image: External link])
	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	Ted
	Nominated
	[53]



	Best Actor in a Comedy[image: External link]
	Mark Wahlberg
	Nominated



	Best Actress in a Comedy
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	American Cinema Editor Award[image: External link]

( 2012[image: External link])
	Best Edited Feature Film – Comedy or Musical
	Jeff Freeman
	Nominated
	[54]



	Georgia Film Critics Association Award

(2013)
	Best Original Song
	"Everybody Needs a Best Friend[image: External link]" — Seth MacFarlane and Walter Murphy
	Nominated
	[55]



	Academy Award

( 85th[image: External link])
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	"Everybody Needs a Best Friend" — Seth MacFarlane and Walter Murphy
	Nominated
	[56]



	Empire Award[image: External link]

( 18th[image: External link])
	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	Ted
	Won
	[57]



	MTV Movie Award

( 2013[image: External link])
	Movie of the Year[image: External link]
	Ted
	Nominated
	[58]



	Best Female Performance
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	Best Shirtless Performance
	Seth MacFarlane
	Nominated



	Best Kiss
	Mila Kunis and Mark Wahlberg
	Nominated



	Best Fight[image: External link]
	Seth MacFarlane and Mark Wahlberg
	Nominated



	Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link]
	Seth MacFarlane and Mark Wahlberg
	Won



	Best WTF Moment[image: External link]
	Seth MacFarlane
	Nominated



	Saturn Award

( 39th[image: External link])
	Best Fantasy Film[image: External link]
	Ted
	Nominated
	[59]



	ASCAP Award[image: External link]

(2013)
	Top Box Office Films
	Seth MacFarlane and Walter Murphy
	Won
	[60]



	Spike Guy's Choice Award[image: External link]

( 2012/2013[image: External link])
	Guy Movie of the Year
	Ted
	Won
	[61]



	Best Fight Scene
	Mark Wahlberg
	Won
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] on December 11, 2012 by Universal Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link]. Both formats featured an unrated version of the film (112 minutes) and were also released in Australia[image: External link] on November 21, 2012, in an "Extended Edition".[62] It was released on DVD and Blu-ray in the United Kingdom[image: External link] on November 26, 2012.

On May 3, 2016, Ted vs. Flash Gordon: The Ultimate Collection was released on Blu-ray plus Digital HD, featuring Flash Gordon[image: External link] and the unrated versions of Ted and Ted 2.[63]
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 Sequel




Main article: Ted 2[image: External link]


During the 2012 American Dad![image: External link] Comic-Con panel, MacFarlane stated that he would be open to a sequel[image: External link] to Ted.[64] In September 2012, chief executive Steve Burke[image: External link] said that the studio would be looking to make a sequel to Ted "as soon as possible".[65]

On Anderson Live[image: External link], Wahlberg confirmed that a sequel was in the works and that it would be the first sequel in his career, while also revealing that he and Ted (as voiced by MacFarlane) would appear at the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link].[66]

In February 2014, Deadline reported that Amanda Seyfried[image: External link] had been cast as the female lead, and that Kunis would not return.[67] On July 8, MacFarlane announced that work had officially begun on the sequel.[68] Ted 2[image: External link] was released in the US on June 26, 2015.[69]
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Oz the Great and Powerful






Oz the Great and Powerful (working title[image: External link] Brick) is a 2013 American fantasy[image: External link] adventure[image: External link] film directed by Sam Raimi[image: External link] and produced by Joe Roth[image: External link], from a screenplay written by David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link] and Mitchell Kapner. The film stars James Franco as the titular character[image: External link], Mila Kunis, Rachel Weisz[image: External link], and Michelle Williams[image: External link] with Zach Braff[image: External link], Bill Cobbs[image: External link], Joey King[image: External link], and Tony Cox[image: External link] in supporting roles. Based on L. Frank Baum[image: External link]'s Oz novels[image: External link] and set 20 years before the events of the original novel[image: External link],[4] Oz the Great and Powerful is a spiritual prequel[image: External link] to the 1939 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] film, The Wizard of Oz.[5] The film tells the story of Oscar Diggs[image: External link], a deceptive magician who arrives in the Land of Oz[image: External link] and encounters three witches: Theodora, Evanora[image: External link], and Glinda[image: External link]. Oscar is then enlisted to restore order in Oz, while struggling to resolve conflicts with the witches and himself.

Kapner began developing an origin story for the Wizard of Oz[image: External link] after a lifelong interest of wanting to create one for the character. Walt Disney Pictures commissioned the film's production in 2009, with Joe Roth[image: External link] as producer and Grant Curtis[image: External link], Joshua Donen[image: External link], Philip Steuer, and Palak Patel serving as executive producers. Raimi was hired to direct the following year. After Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] and Johnny Depp declined the titular role, Franco was cast in February 2011, with principal photography[image: External link] commencing five months later. Danny Elfman[image: External link] composed the film's score.

Oz the Great and Powerful premiered at the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] on February 14, 2013, and with general theatrical release on March 8, 2013, through the Disney Digital 3-D[image: External link], RealD 3D[image: External link] and IMAX 3D[image: External link] formats, as well as in conventional theaters. It grossed over $493 million worldwide against a $215 million budget and is the thirteenth highest-grossing film of 2013[image: External link]. The film won the Phoenix Film Critics Society Award for Best Live Action Family Film.[6] Kunis, for her portrayal as the Wicked Witch of the West, won the MTV Movie Award[image: External link] for Best Villain.[7]
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 Plot




In 1905 Kansas[image: External link], Oscar "Oz" Diggs[image: External link] works as a magician[image: External link] in a traveling circus[image: External link]. After his friend Annie tells him that John Gale has asked her to marry him, the circus strongman[image: External link] finds out that Oscar flirted with his wife, and threatens him. Oscar escapes in a hot air balloon[image: External link], but is sucked into a tornado[image: External link] that takes him to the Land of Oz[image: External link]. There, he encounters a beautiful but naïve witch, Theodora. She believes him to be a wizard prophesied to defeat a Wicked Witch who killed the King of Oz and take his place as the next king; the idea of being an immensely wealthy monarch makes Oscar immediately accept. En route to the Emerald City[image: External link], Theodora falls in love with Oscar, though he does not reciprocate her feelings. They encounter the flying monkey[image: External link] in a blue uniform, Finley, who pledges a life debt to Oscar when he saves him from a lion[image: External link]. Oscar reveals his deception to Finley along the way, forcing him to help maintain the lie that he is a 'Wizard', much to Finley's irritation.

At the Emerald City, Oscar meets Theodora's beautiful older sister, Evanora, the Royal Advisor. Evanora tells him the Wicked Witch resides in the Dark Forest and can be killed by destroying her wand, the source of her powers; only then will Evanora consent to him becoming King of Oz. Oscar and Finley are joined en route to the forest by China Girl, a young, living china doll[image: External link] whose village and family were destroyed by the Wicked Witch's flying baboons. Oscar fixes the China Girl's broken legs with glue. Then, Oz orders China Girl to go to the Emerald City, but she wants to go with him. When Oz refuses, China Girl throws a massive temper tantrum[image: External link] which forces Oz to accept her idea. They reach the forest and retrieve the wand, but they discover the "Wicked Witch" is really Glinda the Good Witch[image: External link] who identifies herself as the daughter of the late King, revealing that Evanora is the true Wicked Witch. Evanora sees this with her crystal ball[image: External link] and tricks the naïve Theodora into thinking Oscar is trying to court all three witches. She offers the heartbroken Theodora a magic apple that she says will remove her bad feelings about Oscar; Theodora bites it and realizes that Evanora deceived both her and Oscar before turning into a hideous, green-skinned witch. Glinda brings Oscar and his group to her kingdom in the south of Oz to escape Evanora's army of Winkies[image: External link] and flying baboons[image: External link]. She confides to Oscar that she knows that he's not really a wizard, but still believes he can help stop Evanora. As he reluctantly takes charge of an "army" of Quadlings[image: External link], Tinkers[image: External link], and Munchkins[image: External link], Theodora enters Glinda's kingdom and angrily reveals her new, hideous appearance to Oscar. She threatens to kill him and his allies with the Emerald City's well-prepared army. Oscar despairs at his chances of victory. After telling China Girl about the exploits of his hero Thomas Edison[image: External link], he conceives a plan that relies on trickery[image: External link] and makes preparations with Glinda and his group.

Glinda and her subjects mount a fake attack on the Emerald City using an army of scarecrow[image: External link] puppets whose true nature is hidden by thick fog. The witches are tricked into sending their Flying Baboons through the deadly poppy[image: External link] fields that puts them into everlasting sleep. However, two of the Baboons and Evanora capture Glinda, who is then brought to the city square and chained. Oscar infiltrates the Emerald City with his allies but appears to abandon them in a hot air balloon which he loads with stolen gold. Theodora destroys the balloon with a fireball, but Oscar was never actually in the balloon. As the Wicked sisters prepare to kill Glinda, Oscar secretly reveals his faked death to his friends. Using a hidden smoke machine[image: External link] and image projector[image: External link], he presents a giant image of his face amid smoke and flame as his "true form", and calls upon "the stars themselves" (a fireworks display) to intimidate the wicked sisters. Evanora fearfully hides in the castle, while Theodora flies off on her broom after her attacks fail to hurt the "invincible" wizard. Oscar calls after her, telling her that she is welcome to come back if she overcomes her wickedness, but Theodora refuses and instead screams defiance at him and afterwards she flies to the west on her broom while cackling evilly, leaving Oscar saddened. China Girl frees Glinda, who engages in a magical duel with Evanora in the throne room. During the fight, Glinda destroys the Wicked Witch's emerald necklace, revealing her true, aged, crone-like appearance. Enraged, Evanora attempts to attack Glinda, but Glinda banishes her. Defeated, the banished Evanora is rescued by the two remaining Flying Baboons, swearing revenge as she is carried into the east.

Oscar, now the King of Oz, decides to continue using his projector to sustain the belief he is a powerful wizard. He also presents gifts to his friends: Master Tinker, who helped build his machines, receives Oscar's camping tool[image: External link]; Knuck, the grumpy Munchkin herald, receives a mask with a smiley face; the long-suffering Finley receives Oscar's friendship (at last) along with his top hat; and China Girl accepts her friends as her new family. Finally, Oscar takes Glinda behind the curtains of his projector, thanks her for making him a better person, accepts his life in Oz, and they kiss.
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James Franco as Oscar Diggs[image: External link], or "Oz", a philandering con artist[image: External link], a stage magician[image: External link], and a barnstormer[image: External link][8] who is part of a traveling circus in the Midwest[image: External link]. He is whisked in a hot air balloon by a tornado to the Land of Oz[image: External link], where he is believed to be a wizard destined to bring peace to the land, forcing him to overcome his dubious ethics to convince his peers he is the hero needed by the people of Oz. He eventually becomes what is known as the Wizard of Oz.

	
Mila Kunis as Theodora, a naïve good witch who has the Land of Oz's best interests at her heart. She believes that Oscar is the wizard prophesied to defeat the seemingly evil Glinda from the Dark Forest, developing an attraction to him in the process. Evanora gradually manipulates Theodora into thinking Oscar has betrayed her for Glinda, ushering her transformation into the Wicked Witch of the West.[9]


	
Rachel Weisz[image: External link] as Evanora[image: External link], the protector of the Emerald City. Being the Wicked Witch of the East[image: External link], she has a hideous form which she hides by wearing a necklace that gives her the appearance of a young woman. She deceives Oscar by framing Glinda for the King's murder and telling Oscar that Glinda is the Wicked Witch rather than herself.

	
Michelle Williams[image: External link] as Glinda[image: External link], the daughter of the late king. She rules and protects a peaceful kingdom in Oz inhabited by kind Quadlings, tinkers, and Munchkins. Oscar originally believed her to be the Wicked Witch responsible for terrorizing the land. She guides Oscar to achieve his destiny of defeating Evanora, becoming his love interest in the process.

	Michelle Williams also plays Annie, an old flame of Oscar's and the future mother of Dorothy Gale[image: External link].[10]






	
Zach Braff[image: External link] as the voice of Finley, a winged monkey who pledges an irrevocable life debt to Oscar, believing him to be the prophesied wizard, for saving him from the Cowardly Lion[image: External link].[11] He quickly regrets his decision when Oscar reveals he is not a wizard, but nonetheless becomes his loyal ally.

	Braff also plays Frank, Oscar's long-suffering yet loyal assistant in Kansas.





	
Bill Cobbs[image: External link] as the Master Tinker, the leader of the tinkers[image: External link] who are ruled by Glinda. He would later build the Tin Woodman[image: External link].

	
Joey King[image: External link] as the voice of China Girl, a young, living china[image: External link] doll from China Town[image: External link] where everything, including its inhabitants, is made of china. Her home is destroyed by Evanora, leaving her its only survivor when she is found by Oscar, with whom she forms a strong friendship after he used glue to fix her legs.

	King also plays a girl in a wheelchair visiting Oscar's magic show in Kansas.





	
Tony Cox[image: External link] plays Knuck, the quick-tempered herald[image: External link] and fanfare player of Emerald City who is allied with Glinda.



Stephen R. Hart[image: External link] and Bruce Campbell[image: External link] play Winkie[image: External link] guards at the Emerald City.[12] Abigail Spencer[image: External link] plays May, Oscar's temporary magic assistant in Kansas and one of his several fleeting loves in the film.[12] Tim Holmes[image: External link] plays the strongman[image: External link] who attacks Oscar for trying to court his wife (played by Toni Wynne), prompting Oscar to take the hot air balloon that sends him to the Land of Oz.

Raimi, who often casts friends and actor-regulars in cameo roles[image: External link], cast his brother Ted Raimi[image: External link] as a small-town skeptic at Oscar's magic show who yells "I see a wire!", two of his former teachers—Jim Moll and Jim Bird—as Emerald City townspeople, and the three actresses from his 1981 directorial debut The Evil Dead[image: External link]—Ellen Sandweiss[image: External link], Betsy Baker[image: External link] and Theresa Tilly— as Quadling townspeople.[13]
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 Continuity




Oz the Great and Powerful features several artistic allusions, homages[image: External link], and technical parallels to Baum's novels and the 1939 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] film, The Wizard of Oz.

The film's opening sequence is presented in black and white. When Oscar is caught up in the tornado, the audio switches from monaural to stereo and eventually surround sound.[14] The film shifts to full color when Oscar arrives in Oz; additionally, the aspect ratio[image: External link] gradually widens from 4:3 Academy ratio[image: External link] to 2.35:1 widescreen[image: External link].[15][16] As in the 1939 film, Glinda travels in giant bubbles, and the Emerald City is actually emerald; in the novel, characters wear tinted glasses to make it appear so. However, during the battle preparations sequence Oz can be seen wearing emerald goggles. The iconic green look of the Wicked Witch of the West is closer to her look in the classic film, as the Witch is a short, one-eyed crone in the novel. The Wicked Witches are portrayed as sisters, an idea which originated in the 1939 film. Also from the 1939 film is that several actors who play Oz characters make cameos in the Kansas segments, such as Frank (Zach Braff[image: External link]), Oscar's assistant whom he refers to as his "trained monkey" (Frank's "Oz" counterpart is the winged monkey Finley) and a young girl in a wheelchair (Joey King[image: External link]) who serves as the Kansas counterpart to China Girl (in Kansas, Oscar is unable to make the wheelchair-bound young girl walk, and gets a chance to do so when he repairs China Girl's broken legs). Annie (Michelle Williams[image: External link]), a woman wearing a gingham[image: External link] dress who inspires Oscar to be a good and great person, informs him that she has been proposed[image: External link] to by John Gale, presumably hinting at Dorothy Gale[image: External link]'s parental lineage (Annie's "Oz" counterpart, Glinda, also inspires Oscar to be a better person). [17] Theodora (Mila Kunis), who became the Wicked Witch of the West after suffering from a "broken heart" caused by Oscar's "betrayal", has no Kansas counterpart. However, an unnamed woman who worked as Oscar's assistant at the time and suddenly left after suffering from a "broken heart", may be a possible reference to the existence of Theodora's unknown counterpart. The character of Miss Almira Gulch, who did not exist in Baum's novel, is the Kansas counterpart of the Wicked Witch of the West in the 1939 film.

Other referenced characters include the Scarecrow[image: External link], who is built by the townspeople as a scare tactic, and the Tin Woodman[image: External link], whose creator is the Master Tinker that can build "anything".[11] Similarly, various other races of Oz are depicted besides the Munchkins[image: External link]; the Quadlings[image: External link], the china doll inhabitants of Dainty China Country[image: External link], and the Winkies[image: External link] (who went unnamed in the classic film). Similarly, Glinda is referred to by her title in the novel (the Good Witch of the South), unlike the 1939 film, where her character's title is "Good Witch of the North" (due to her character being merged with the Good Witch of the North[image: External link]). Glinda is also the daughter of the late King of Oz, though in the novels, Ozma[image: External link] is the King's daughter. Theodora's tears leave streaks of scars on her face, reflecting her weakness to water in the original novel/film. This can also be seen at the beginning of the film when a flying baboon chase both Oscar and Theodora and they hide in a cave behind a waterfall, you see a scene where Theodora's boots almost touch the water. Also, Oz is presented as a real place as it is in the novel, and not as a possible dream as the 1939 film implies.[18] Finally, the lion that attacks Finley but was warded off by Oz is a reference to the Cowardly Lion in the original novel/film.
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 Disney's history with Oz




After the success of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link] in 1937, Walt Disney[image: External link] planned to produce an animated film based on the first of L. Frank Baum's Oz[image: External link] books. Roy O. Disney[image: External link], chairman of the Walt Disney Productions[image: External link], was informed by Baum's estate that they had sold the film rights to the first book to Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link], who re-sold it to Louis B. Mayer[image: External link] in 1938.[19] The film was ironicly approved due to the success of Snow White.[20] The project was developed by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] into the well-known musical adaptation released the following year.

In 1954, when the film rights to Baum's remaining thirteen Oz books were made available, Walt Disney Productions acquired them[21] for use in Walt Disney's television series Disneyland[image: External link] which lead to the live-action film Rainbow Road to Oz[image: External link], which was abandoned and never completed.[22] Disney's history with the Oz series continued with the 1985 film Return to Oz[image: External link], which performed poorly, both critically and commercially,[23][24][25] but has developed a cult following[image: External link] since its release.[26][27] After Return to Oz, Disney lost the film rights to the Oz books and they were subsequently reverted to the public domain[image: External link].[28]
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 Development




Screenwriter Mitchell Kapner was intrigued by the prospect of exploring the origins of the Wizard of Oz[image: External link] character which he discussed in many meetings. After Wicked[image: External link] came out, Kapner felt he missed his window of opportunity.[2] In 2009, Kapner met with Joe Roth[image: External link], who turned down his current pitches, request any other ideas he had. The discussion turned to what Kapner was reading which he indicated he was reading the Oz series to his kids. Roth was interested as he only knew about the first book. Kapner went through the plot of the novels, when Roth stopped him on the sixth novel in the series, The Emerald City of Oz[image: External link], which had some of back story of the Wizard.[29] Producer Joe Roth[image: External link] became involved for nearly the same reason as Kapner, stating that "... during the years that I spent running Walt Disney Studios -- I learned about how hard it was to find a fairy tale with a good strong male protagonist. You've got your Sleeping Beauties[image: External link], your Cinderellas[image: External link] and your Alices[image: External link]. But a fairy tale with a male protagonist is very hard to come by. But with the origin story of the Wizard of Oz, here was a fairy tale story with a natural male protagonist. Which is why I knew that this was an idea for a movie that was genuinely worth pursuing."[29] Kapner and co-writer Palak Patel presented the idea to Sony Pictures[image: External link] but were turned down.[2] In 2009, the project was set up at Walt Disney Pictures when the studio's president of production, Sean Bailey[image: External link] commissioned Oz the Great and Powerful under the working title[image: External link] Brick during the tenure of then Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] chairman Dick Cook[image: External link], who was succeeded by Rich Ross[image: External link] and later Alan Horn[image: External link], a succession in management that a major studio release is rare to survive.[2] David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link] was later hired to do a re-write.[28]

Roth initially sought out Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] for the titular role of the Wizard in April 2010.[30] By summer of that year, Sam Raimi[image: External link] was hired to direct the film from a shortlist that reportedly included directors Sam Mendes[image: External link] and Adam Shankman[image: External link].[30] In January 2011, Raimi met with Downey, but did not secure his casting.[2] With Downey's disinterest acknowledged, Johnny Depp was then approached due to his previous collaboration with the studio in the Pirates of the Caribbean franchise[image: External link] and Alice in Wonderland[image: External link].[31] Depp liked the role but declined involvement, citing his commitment to another Disney tentpole film[image: External link], The Lone Ranger[image: External link].[2] The film was without a lead until February when James Franco entered final negotiations to star in the film (including a $7 million salary), five months before filming was scheduled to begin.[2] Franco and Raimi had previously worked together on the Spider-Man trilogy[image: External link].[32] Franco received training with magician Lance Burton[image: External link] to prepare for the role.[2]

Screenwriter Kapner adopted information about the Wizard from L. Frank Baum's novels to conceptualize an original story. Raimi made sure that the film would also "nod lovingly" to the 1939 film and inserted several references and homages to that film.[33] Disney wanted to reduce the film's production budget[image: External link] to be approximately $200 million.[32] Casting calls were put out for local actors in Michigan.[34]

In June 2011, composer Danny Elfman[image: External link] was chosen to score Oz the Great and Powerful, despite Elfman and Raimi having had a falling-out over Spider-Man 2[image: External link] (2004) and Elfman declaring that they would never again work together.[35]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] for Oz the Great and Powerful began July 25, 2011, at Raleigh Michigan Studios[image: External link] in Pontiac, Michigan[image: External link], employing 3D cameras.[36]

Raimi opted to use practical sets[image: External link] in conjunction with computer-generated imagery[image: External link] during filming.[37] Physical sets were constructed so the actors could have a visual reference, as opposed to using green screen technology[image: External link] for every scene. Chroma key compositing was only used for background pieces.[36] Zach Braff[image: External link] and Joey King[image: External link] were on set, recording their dialogue simultaneously with the other actors, whenever their CG characters were present in a scene. Puppetry was employed for a physical version of the China Girl to serve as a visual key-point for actors to manipulate.[38] Braff wore a blue motion capture suit to create Finley's movements and had a camera close to his face for the flying sequences to obtain facial movements.

Art director Robert Stromberg[image: External link], who worked on Avatar[image: External link] and Alice in Wonderland[image: External link], drew inspiration from the films of Frank Capra[image: External link] and James Wong Howe[image: External link] to achieve the Art Deco[image: External link] design he envisioned for the Emerald City[image: External link]. Stromberg contrasted the colorful tonal qualities of Oz with the restrained appearance of Alice, affirming that although both films explore similar fantasy worlds, the overall atmosphere and landscape of each "are completely different."[39] In 2011, Stromberg and his team visited the Walt Disney[image: External link] archives during the pre-production phase to reference production art from Disney's animated films such as Pinocchio[image: External link], Bambi[image: External link], Fantasia[image: External link], Cinderella[image: External link], Sleeping Beauty[image: External link], Alice in Wonderland[image: External link], and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link], drawing from designs and textures, in order to give certain settings in the film an affectionate nod to the classic Disney style.[40] Costume designer Gary Jones[image: External link] focused on authenticity with his wardrobe designs: "We started by doing a lot of research and having ideas of the ways (costumes) should look in order to be (historically accurate) but as we went on, we really began creating a whole new world."[41]

The film was technically a prequel to the 1939 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] film, The Wizard of Oz, but it was not allowed to be considered as such. The filmmakers had to toe a fine line between calling the film to mind but not infringing upon it. To that end, they had a copyright expert on set to ensure no infringement occurred. The production team worked under the constraint of abiding by the stipulations set forth by Warner Bros.[image: External link], the legal owner of the rights to iconic elements of the 1939 film (via its Turner Entertainment[image: External link] subsidiary which purchased the MGM film library in 1986), including the ruby slippers[image: External link] worn by Judy Garland[image: External link]. Therefore, Disney was unable to use them nor any character likenesses from that particular film.[42] This extended to the green of the Wicked Witch's skin, for which Disney used what its legal department considered a sufficiently different shade dubbed "Theostein" (a portmanteau of "Theodora" and " Frankenstein[image: External link]").[43] Additionally, the studio could not use the signature chin mole[image: External link] of Margaret Hamilton's portrayal of the Wicked Witch of the West, nor could they employ the yellow brick road[image: External link]'s swirl design for Munchkinland[image: External link].[38] The expert also ensured that the Emerald City was not too close in appearance to the Emerald City in the 1939 film.[citation needed[image: External link]]

While WB and Disney did not engage in copyright battle, they did file rival trademarks. Disney filed a trademark on "Oz the Great and Powerful." One week later, WB filed its own trademarks for "The Great and Powerful Oz." The US Patent and Trademark Office suspended WB's attempt at a trademark because Disney had filed basically the same one a week earlier.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In addition to the legal issues, the film was also faced with delays when several cast members went on hiatus due to unrelated commitments and circumstances. Rachel Weisz[image: External link] left halfway through the shoot to film her entire role in The Bourne Legacy[image: External link], Michelle Williams[image: External link] was required to promote the release of My Week with Marilyn[image: External link], and Franco's father died during production. Roth compared the task of managing overlapping schedules to "being an air-traffic controller."[2] Mila Kunis's makeup and prosthetics were supervised by Greg Nicotero[image: External link] and demanded four hours to apply and another hour to remove, with Kunis taking nearly two months to fully recover from the subsequent removal of the makeup from her skin.[2][44] Raimi had to edit the frightening nature of several scenes to secure Disney's desired PG rating from the MPAA[image: External link].[2] Sony Pictures Imageworks[image: External link] was contracted to create the film's visual effects.[45]
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Composer Danny Elfman[image: External link] noted that the film's score was accessibly quick to produce, with a majority of the music being written in six weeks.[46] Regarding the tonal quality of the score, Elfman stated, "We're going to take an approach that's old school but not self-consciously old-fashioned. Let the melodrama be melodrama, let everything be what it is. I also think there's the advantage that I'm able to write narratively, and when I'm able to write narratively I can also move quicker because that's my natural instincts, I can tell a story in the music."[47]

American singer-songwriter Mariah Carey[image: External link] recorded a promotional Pop single called "Almost Home[image: External link]" written by Carey, Simone Porter, Justin Gray, Lindsey Ray, Tor Erik Hermansen, and Mikkel Eriksen (a.k.a. Stargate[image: External link]) for the soundtrack of the film. The single was released on February 19, 2013 by Island Records[image: External link].[48]
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The original soundtrack to Oz the Great and Powerful was released digitally and physically by Walt Disney Records[image: External link] on March 5, 2013.[49] The physical CD release was in association with Intrada Records[image: External link].[50]

All music composed by Danny Elfman[image: External link].



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Main Titles"
	2:57



	2.
	"A Serious Talk"
	2:23



	3.
	"Oz Revealed"
	1:58



	4.
	"A Strange World"
	1:48



	5.
	"Where Am I?/Schmooze-A-Witch"
	2:05



	6.
	"Fireside Dance"
	1:19



	7.
	"Meeting Finley"
	1:57



	8.
	"The Emerald Palace"
	0:47



	9.
	"Amanece, Amanece / Dios de Pactos"
	2:56



	10.
	"China Town"
	3:07



	11.
	"A Con Job"
	1:47



	12.
	"Glinda Revealed"
	1:43



	13.
	"The Munchkin Welcome Song"
	0:41



	14.
	"Bad Witch"
	4:32



	15.
	"The Bubble Voyage"
	2:48



	16.
	"Great Expectations/The Apple"
	4:58



	17.
	"Meeting the Troops"
	1:18



	18.
	"What Army"
	0:29



	19.
	"Theodora's Entrance/Puppet Waltz"
	1:51



	20.
	"A Threat"
	2:07



	21.
	"Bedtime/The Preparation Montage"
	7:00



	22.
	"Call to Arms"
	2:13



	23.
	"Destruction"
	2:38



	24.
	"Oz the Great and Powerful"
	1:25



	25.
	"Fireworks/Witch Fight"
	1:39



	26.
	"Time for Gifts"
	5:54



	27.
	"End Credits from Oz"
	1:59



	Total length:
	1:06:19
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 Release




In May 2011 before filming began, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] gave Oz the Great and Powerful a March 8, 2013 North American theatrical release date.[51] The film had its world premiere at the El Capitan Theater[image: External link] in Hollywood on February 14, 2013.[12] Disney opened the film in wide release in 3,912 theaters.[52]

To promote the film, Disney partnered with the IMAX Corporation[image: External link] and HSN[image: External link] to coordinate a hot air balloon[image: External link] campaign across the United States beginning in California at the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] lot in Burbank[image: External link], stopping at four locations; the El Capitan Theater[image: External link] during the world premiere, the Disneyland Resort[image: External link] in Anaheim[image: External link], the Daytona International Speedway[image: External link] in Florida and Central Park[image: External link] in New York City.[53] Disney also promoted the film through its theme parks; Epcot[image: External link]'s International Flower and Garden Festival[image: External link] featured a multi-purpose garden and play area themed to the film and Disney California Adventure[image: External link] hosted sample viewings inside the Muppet*Vision 3D[image: External link] theatre.[54][55] The estimated marketing campaign cost upwards of $100 million.[2]
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 Home media




Oz the Great and Powerful was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D, DVD and digital download[image: External link] on June 11, 2013.[56] The film is Disney's first home media release to exclude a physical digital copy[image: External link] disc and instead provides only a digital code for the download.[57] Oz the Great and Powerful debuted at number one in its first week of home media release in overall disc sales with 46% of its first week sales from Blu-ray disc.[58] The film has earned $52 million in sales.[59]
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 Box office




Oz the Great and Powerful earned $234.9 million in the United States and Canada, and $258.4 million in other countries for a worldwide total of $493.3 million.[3] Worldwide, it was the thirteenth highest-grossing film of 2013[image: External link].[60] Calculating in all expenses, Deadline.com[image: External link] estimated that the film made a profit of $36.4 million.[61] It topped the box office on its worldwide opening weekend with $149 million.[62] Before its theatrical release, several media outlets reported that Oz the Great and Powerful was expected to duplicate the box office performance of 2010's Alice in Wonderland[image: External link].[63][64][65] However, Oz accumulated less than half of Alice's worldwide gross.[66]

Preliminary reports had the film tracking for an $80–$100 million debut in North America.[67] The movie earned $2 million from 9 p.m. showings on Thursday night.[68] For its opening day, Oz the Great and Powerful grossed $24.1 million, the fourth-highest March opening day.[69] During its opening weekend, the film topped the box office with $79.1 million, the third-highest March opening weekend.[70] Despite the film's solid debut, which was larger than nearly all comparable titles, it clearly lagged behind Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]'s opening ($116.1 million). The film's 3-D share of the opening weekend was 53%. Females made up 52% of the audience. Surprisingly, though, families only represented 41% of attendance, while couples accounted for 43%.[70] The film retained first place at the box office during its second weekend with $41.3 million.[71]

Outside North America, the film earned $69.9 million on its opening weekend from 46 territories. Among all markets, its highest-grossing debuts were achieved in Russia and the CIS ($14.7 million), China ($9.06 million)[72] and France and the Maghreb region ($5.77 million).[73] The film's openings trailed Alice in Wonderland in all major markets except Russia and the CIS.[74] It retained first place at the box office outside North America for a second weekend.[75] In total grosses, Oz's largest countries are Russia and the CIS ($27.4 million), China ($25.9 million) and the UK, Ireland and Malta ($23.4 million).[73]
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Oz the Great and Powerful received a 59% approval rating on aggregate review site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] with an average score of 6/10, based on 247 reviews. The site's consensus reads "It suffers from some tonal inconsistency and a deflated sense of wonder, but Oz the Great and Powerful still packs enough visual dazzle and clever wit to be entertaining in its own right."[76] The film holds a score of 44 out of 100 on Metacritic[image: External link] based on 42 reviews, indicating "mixed to average" reviews.[77]

Kim Newman, writing for Empire, gave the film 4 out of 5 stars and said, "If there are post-Harry Potter[image: External link] children who don't know or care about The Wizard Of Oz, they might be at sea with this story about a not-very-nice grownup in a magic land, but long-term Oz watchers will be enchanted and enthralled ... Mila Kunis gets a gold star for excellence in bewitchery and Sam Raimi can settle securely behind the curtain as a mature master of illusion."[78] Critic Alonso Duralde also admired the movie: "That Oz the Great and Powerful is so thoroughly effective both on its own terms and as a prequel to one of the most beloved movies ever made indicates that this team has magic to match any witch or wizard."[79] Leonard Maltin[image: External link] on IndieWire[image: External link] claimed that "No movie ever can, or will, replace 1939's The Wizard Of Oz, but taken on its own terms, this eye-filling fantasy is an entertaining riff on how the Wizard of that immortal film found his way to Oz."[80] IGN[image: External link] rated the film 7.8 and said, "The film is expansive and larger-than-life in scope and so are the performances, overall. Franco in particular hams it up and is often playing to the balcony ... The 3D is utilized just as it should be in a children's fantasy epic such as this – overtly, but with skill. Snowflakes, music boxes and mysterious animals all leap through the screen towards the audience as the story unfolds."[81]

Justin Chang of Variety[image: External link] had a mixed reaction, writing that the film "gets some mileage out of its game performances, luscious production design and the unfettered enthusiasm director Sam Raimi brings to a thin, simplistic origin story."[82] He also compared the film's scale with the Star Wars prequel trilogy[image: External link] adding, "In a real sense, Oz the Great and Powerful has a certain kinship with George Lucas[image: External link]' Star Wars prequels, in the way it presents a beautiful but borderline-sterile digital update of a world that was richer, purer and a lot more fun in lower-tech form. Here, too, the actors often look artificially superimposed against their CG backdrops, though the intensity of the fakery generates its own visual fascination."[82] /Film[image: External link] rated the film 7 out of 10, saying it had "many charms" while considering it to be "basically Army of Darkness[image: External link]: (Normal guy lands in magical land, is forced to go on quest to save that land.) But just when you see Raimi's kinetic, signature style starting to unleash, the story forces the film back into its Disney shell to play to the masses. We're left with a film that's entertaining, a little scarier than you'd expect, but extremely inconsistent."[83]

Richard Roeper, writing for Roger Ebert, noted the film's omnipresent visual effects but was largely disappointed by the performance of some cast members; "... to see Williams so bland and sugary as Glinda, and Kunis so flat and ineffectual as the heartsick Theodora ..."[84] Marshall Fine[image: External link] of The Huffington Post[image: External link] was unimpressed, writing, "Oh, it's exciting enough for a six-year-old; anyone older, however, will already have been exposed to so much on TV, at the movies and on the Internet that this will seem like so much visual cotton-candy. Even a sophisticated grade-schooler will find these doings weak and overblown."[85] Similarly, Todd McCarthy criticized the characterization, writing that the film's supporting cast "can't begin to compare with their equivalents in the original ... so the burden rests entirely upon Franco and Williams, whose dialogue exchanges are repetitive and feel tentative."[86] Entertainment Weekly agreed, giving the film a C+ and saying that the "miscast" Franco "lacks the humor, charm, and gee-whiz wonder we're meant to feel as he trades wisecracks with a flying monkey ... and soars above a field of poppies in a giant soap bubble. If he's not enchanted, how are we supposed to be?" and complaining that "while Raimi's Oz is like retinal crack[image: External link], he never seduces our hearts and minds."[8] Alisha Coelho of in.com[image: External link] gave the movie 2.5 stars, saying "Oz The Great and Powerful doesn't leave a lasting impression, but is an a-ok watch."[87]
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 Accolades






	Awards



	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipient and nominees
	Result



	Costume Designers Guild[image: External link][88]
	February 22, 2014
	Excellence in Fantasy Film
	Gary Jones[image: External link] and Michael Kutsche
	Nominated



	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link][89]
	May 5, 2013
	Best Animation/Family
	"Witches"
	Nominated



	Best Animation/Family TV Spot
	"Super Hybrid"
	Nominated



	"Music Box"
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link][90]
	March 29, 2014
	Favorite Movie
	
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link][91]
	April 13, 2014
	Best Villain
	Mila Kunis
	Won



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][92]
	January 8, 2014
	Best Family Film
	
	Nominated



	Phoenix Film Critics Society
	December 17, 2013
	Best Live Action Family Film
	
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Robert Stromberg[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link][93]
	February 24, 2014
	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	James Schwalm, Scott Stokdyk[image: External link], Troy Saliba
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction and Production Design[image: External link]
	Nancy Haigh, Robert Stromberg
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Gary Jones
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	June 2014
	Best Fantasy Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Danny Elfman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Robert Stromberg
	Nominated



	Best Costume[image: External link]
	Gary Jones
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	August 11, 2013
	Choice Movie – Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actor – Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	James Franco
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress – Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Mila Kunis
	Nominated



	Michelle Williams[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society[image: External link]
	February 12, 2014
	Outstanding Animated Character in a Live Action Feature Motion Picture
	Troy Saliba, In-Ah Roediger, Carolyn Vale, Kevin Souls for "China Girl"
	Nominated
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 Sequel




On March 7, 2013, Variety[image: External link] confirmed that Disney has already approved plans for a sequel[image: External link], with Mitchell Kapner and Joe Roth returning as screenwriter and producer respectively.[94] Mila Kunis said during an interview with E! News[image: External link], "We're all signed on for sequels."[95] On March 8, 2013, Sam Raimi[image: External link] told Bleeding Cool[image: External link] that he has no plans to direct the sequel, saying, "I did leave some loose ends for another director if they want to make the picture," and that "I was attracted to this story but I don't think the second one would have the thing I would need to get me interested."[96] On March 11, 2013, Kapner and Roth have said to the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] that the sequel will "absolutely not" involve Dorothy, with Kapner pointing out that there are twenty years between the events of the first film and Dorothy's arrival, and "a lot can happen in that time."[97]
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 See also





	Adaptations of The Wizard of Oz[image: External link]
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Wicked Witch of the West






"Wicked Witch" redirects here. For the stock character in fairy tales, see hag[image: External link]. For other uses, see Wicked Witch (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For Good Witch of the West, see The Good Witch of the West[image: External link].

The Wicked Witch of the West is a fictional character[image: External link] and the most significant antagonist in L. Frank Baum[image: External link]'s children's book[image: External link] The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1900). In Baum's subsequent Oz books[image: External link], it is the Nome King[image: External link] who is the principal villain; the Wicked Witch of the West is rarely even referred to again after her death in the first book.

The witch's most popular depiction was in the classic 1939 film based on Baum's book, where she was portrayed by Margaret Hamilton. Hamilton's characterization introduced green skin and this has been continued in later literary and dramatic representations, including Gregory Maguire[image: External link]'s revisionist Oz novel Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West[image: External link] (1995) and its musical stage adaptation Wicked[image: External link] (2003), the 2013 film Oz the Great and Powerful, and the television series Once Upon a Time[image: External link] and Emerald City[image: External link].
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 In Baum's books




The Wicked Witch of the West is the malevolent ruler of the Winkie Country. Her castle is described as beautiful instead of being the sinister fortress shown in the movie. In all versions, she is seriously aquaphobic. The Wicked Witch of the West was not related to the Wicked Witch of the East[image: External link], but leagued together with her, the Wicked Witch of the South[image: External link] and Mombi[image: External link] to conquer the Land of Oz and divide it among themselves, as recounted in L. Frank Baum's Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz[image: External link]. She shows no interest in the death of the Eastern Witch, and all she cares about is obtaining the Silver Shoes[image: External link] which will increase her power. W. W. Denslow[image: External link]'s illustrations for The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link] depict her as a paunched old hag with three pigtails[image: External link] and an eye-patch. L. Frank Baum himself specified that she only had one eye, but that it "was as powerful as a telescope", enabling the witch to see what was happening in her kingdom from her castle windows. Other illustrators, such as Paul Granger, placed her eye in the center of her forehead, as a cyclops[image: External link]. Usually, she is shown wearing an eye patch, however some illustrations show her with two eyes. Possibly to suggest that the witch actually has two eyes, but has no vision in one of them.

Most of her power resides in the creatures she controls. She has a pack of wolves, a swarm of bees, a flock of crows and an army of Winkies.[1] She possesses the enchanted Golden Cap, which compels the winged monkeys[image: External link] to obey her on three occasions. First, the witch commanded the creatures to help her enslave the Winkies and to seize control of the western part of the Land of Oz. Second, she made the winged monkeys drive Oz out of the Winkie Country, when he attempted to overthrow her.

When Dorothy Gale[image: External link] and her companions were sent by the Wizard to destroy her, the Witch attacked them with a pack of 40 great wolves, a flock of 40 crows, a swarm of black bees, and a group of Winkie slaves. Each of these attempts were thwarted, but the protagonists are eventually subdued by the Witch's third and final permitted use of the Winged Monkeys. Nevertheless, the old witch cannot kill Dorothy because the girl is protected by the Good Witch of the North[image: External link]'s kiss. She therefore settles for enslaving Dorothy, and tries to force the Cowardly Lion[image: External link] into submission by starving him, though Dorothy sneaks him food. Upon seeing the Silver Shoes[image: External link] on the girl's feet, the Wicked Witch decides to steal them, and thereby acquire even more power.

When she succeeds in acquiring one silver shoe by making Dorothy trip over an invisible bar, the little girl angrily throws a bucket of water onto the Wicked Witch. This causes the old witch to melt away. The Wicked Witch's dryness was enumerated in some clues before this. Furthermore, when Toto had bitten her, she had not bled; her wickedness had dried her up long ago. Unfortunately, L. Frank Baum did not explain precisely why water had this effect on her, nor did he ever imply that all evil witches could be likewise destroyed. However, the wicked witch Mombi is similarly disposed of in The Lost King of Oz[image: External link] and the wicked witch Singra is clearly afraid of the same fate in the early chapters of The Wicked Witch of Oz[image: External link]. The most likely explanation of Baum making water the Achilles' heel[image: External link] of these witches is the long held belief amongst major religions that water is effective for purifying the soul and combating evil.

The Witch did not carry a broom[image: External link] in the novel, but rather an umbrella[image: External link], which she uses on one occasion to strike Dorothy's dog Toto[image: External link].[2] Her nature is a volatile and yet somewhat cowardly one. Despite her immense power, she avoids face-to-face contact with her enemies, and is frightened of Dorothy at first when she sees the girl wearing the Silver Shoes. She is also afraid of the dark in Baum's original story for reasons never revealed. For that reason, the Witch never tried to steal the Silver Shoes[image: External link] while Dorothy was sleeping. Despite her fear of water and the dark, the Wicked Witch of the West was one of the most powerful witches in all of Oz. In ensuing Oz books, her power is described as having been so great that even Glinda the Good Witch of the South[image: External link] feared her.
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 In other books





	In Alexander Melentyevich Volkov[image: External link]'s 1939 novel The Wizard of the Emerald City[image: External link], her given name is Bastinda. March Laumer[image: External link] uses this name for the witch in his novel Aunt Em and Uncle Henry in Oz. Like in the 1939 movie, she is the sister of the Wicked Witch of the East[image: External link]. Sherwood Smith[image: External link] uses this name for a new Wicked Witch of the West in her 2005 book The Emerald Wand of Oz[image: External link].

	
Gregory Maguire[image: External link]'s September 1996 revisionist[image: External link] novel Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West[image: External link] takes the familiar Oz story and inverts it, with the Wicked Witch (given the name Elphaba[image: External link] in homage to L. Frank Baum) as the novel's protagonist and Dorothy as a hapless child. The name is retained in the musical Wicked[image: External link].

	In the novel The Unknown Witches of Oz[image: External link], the Wicked Witch of the West is named Old Snarl-Spats.

	In the comic book series Grimm Fairy Tales presents Oz, the Wicked Witch of the West is named Lynessa.
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 In dramatic representations
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 1910 film




The 1910 silent film The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link] features a character similar to the Wicked Witch of the West, identified in intertitles[image: External link] as "Momba the Witch" (Compare the character Mombi[image: External link] from The Marvelous Land of Oz[image: External link]). In the film, Momba has an unspecified hold over the Wizard[image: External link], who promises his crown to anyone who can release him from Momba's power. Momba captures Dorothy and her companions, evoking the events in Baum's original novel, and is destroyed when Dorothy throws a bucket of water over her.
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 1914 film




Mombi's likeness and costume in the 1914 silent film, His Majesty, the Scarecrow of Oz[image: External link] is based on Denslow's illustrations of the Wicked Witch of the West.
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 1939 film




In the 1939 version of The Wizard of Oz, Margaret Hamilton plays the Wicked Witch of the West as a green-skinned witch dressed in a long black dress with a black pointed hat. She does not wear an eye-patch like in the novel. This representation of the Wicked Witch has become a standard for what witches resemble and an archetype of human wickedness.[3] While this relationship is not mentioned in Baum's books, in the movie, the Witch is the sister of the Wicked Witch of the East[image: External link]. In fact, she appears in the film much earlier on than in Baum's original novel, demanding the Munchkins[image: External link] reveal who killed her sister, not long after Dorothy's arrival in Oz. She is described by Glinda[image: External link] the Good Witch of the North, not the South as in the book, as "worse than the other one." Therefore, the Witch's role is made much more prominent than in the novel, as she seeks revenge against Dorothy for killing her sister, even though it was "accidental". However, as soon as the Witch is reminded of the ruby slippers[image: External link], all interest in her sister's death vanishes and all she cares about are obtaining "her" slippers, which will enable her to conquer Oz. She is also more menacing than her literary counterpart, making Dorothy too afraid to ever lose her temper with the Witch. She makes sure that Dorothy knows her power when Dorothy meets the Scarecrow[image: External link] by throwing a ball of fire at them. Before Dorothy and her friends get to the city, the Witch casts a sleeping spell over a field of poppies through which the group must pass. Glinda remotely counteracts the spell with a snowfall. The Wicked Witch then flies on her broom over the Emerald City[image: External link], demanding that the citizens of the Emerald City surrender Dorothy to her, and the Wizard demands the destruction of the Witch, with her broom as proof, in exchange for granting the wishes of Dorothy and her companions. Unlike Baum's original depiction, the Wicked Witch sends the Winged Monkeys as the first wave of attack. The Golden Cap is not mentioned but, after the failure of her poppy spell, the Witch does hold and then angrily cast away a costume piece that could be considered the cap (It greatly resembles the Cap in depicted in W. W. Denslow[image: External link]'s original illustrations for The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link]) and was mentioned as her "wishing cap" in the original shooting script. She is killed when Dorothy throws a bucket of water on her, in attempt to put out a fire the witch bestowed on the Scarecrow. In the novel, Dorothy simply throws it on her in a fit of anger. There is no prior mention of the Wicked Witch's vulnerability to water in the movie, save for a split-second before the water actually douses her when she screams "Don't touch that water!" (this line does not appear in the film's shooting script). After the Wicked Witch of the West is dead, her soldiers are glad to be free of her power, and quote "Hail to Dorothy! The Wicked Witch is dead!" The character ranks No. 4 in the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s list of the 50 Best Movie Villains of All Time[image: External link],[4] making her the highest ranking female villain, as well as placing 90th on Empire[image: External link] magazine's 100 Greatest Movie Characters of All Time.[5]

Hamilton's other role in this film is the Witch's Kansas sepia tone sequence character, Miss Almira Gulch, newly created for the film by screenwriter Noel Langley[image: External link]. She arrives on her bicycle at the farm and says to Uncle Henry, "Mr. Gale! I'd like to speak with you and your wife right away". Since Dorothy's last name is also Gale, this implies that Henry is her blood-uncle, and Aunt Em is his wife. Em tells her off, saying to her: "Almira Gulch, just because you own half the county doesn't mean that you have the power to run the rest of us. For 23 years I've been dying to tell you what I thought of you! And now... well, being a Christian woman, I can't say it!" (Baum's character never mentions anything about religion beyond the implications of Sunday-best clothing.) Dorothy, in her dream sequence on the way to Oz sees her again outside the window in the tornado. At that moment, Miss Gulch transforms into the Wicked Witch of the East flying on a broom.
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 Other appearances by Hamilton




On a 1976 episode of the American television program, Sesame Street[image: External link], the Witch, once again played by Hamilton herself, drops her broom and falls onto the street. In order to get the broom back, she must prove that she can be nice. Everyone is scared of her, except for Oscar the Grouch[image: External link] and Big Bird[image: External link]. After she proves that she is nice, Big Bird is upset when the time comes for her to leave. She reassures him that one day she'll return. The episode was poorly received by parents of frightened young children, and was never aired again. The fate of the footage is unknown, but it can be assumed that it is still stashed away in Sesame Workshop's vault. Hamilton also played this witch in The Paul Lynde Halloween Special[image: External link] (1976), and reprised her role several times on stage, most notably at the St. Louis Municipal Opera[image: External link].

Hamilton also appeared as herself on Mister Rogers' Neighborhood[image: External link]. In this appearance, she demonstrated how her costume and acting skills made her appear to be the Witch, and assured her young viewers that there was nothing about her to be feared, because her portrayal in the film was only make-believe.
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 2003 stage musical




Main article: Wicked (musical)[image: External link]


The story line of the stage adaptation "goes far afield" from the 1996 novel. As Winnie Holzman[image: External link] observed in an interview with Playbill[image: External link], "It was [Maguire's][image: External link] brilliant idea to take this hated figure and tell things from her point of view, and to have the two witches be roommates in college, but the way in which their friendship develops – and really the whole plot – is different onstage."[6] Schwartz justified the deviation, saying "Primarily we were interested in the relationship between Galinda – who becomes Glinda – and Elphaba...the friendship of these two women and how their characters lead them to completely different destinies."[7] In addition to this change in focus, other major plot modifications include Fiyero's appearance as the scarecrow, Elphaba's survival at the end, Nessarose using a wheelchair instead of being born without arms, Boq having a continuing love interest for Glinda - and eventually becoming the Tin Woodman[image: External link] instead of Nick Chopper, the complete cutting of Elphaba's years in the Vinkus, the deletion of Liir's birth, Fiyero not having a wife and children, and Doctor Dillamond not being murdered.[8]
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 2013 film




Mila Kunis portrays the Wicked Witch of the West, who is named Theodora, in the 2013 Disney film Oz the Great and Powerful. In this version, she is portrayed as a 'good witch', also being the younger sister of Evanora[image: External link] (Rachel Weisz[image: External link]), who is at war with Glinda (Michelle Williams[image: External link]) for control of Oz; she wants nothing more than for peace to come back to their land. She falls in love with Oscar Diggs (James Franco), but her feelings for him are one-sided; Theodora wanted to be Oscar's queen when he ruled Oz. After Oscar goes to meet with Glinda, Evanora tricks Theodora into thinking Oscar had betrayed her, offering her a magic apple that will help her forget her disappointment. Theodora immediately takes a bite from it, but afterwards Evanora reveals that she was the evil Witch all along, however Theodora is too late to realize this. Before she can do anything, she starts feeling great pain as the apple was tainted with a potion that removes all the good in her heart making her so evil that even her sister fears her. Her skin turns green as a side effect of the potion, while her nose becomes crooked due to her falling on it. Though Evanora offers to cover it up with an enchantment, Theodora embraces her new appearance and helps her sister attempt to kill Glinda, get revenge on Oscar, and take control of Oz. However, she and Evanora are defeated by Oscar's illusions. Theodora is forced to flee the city on her broom, but she threatens to return. Oscar tells her he knows her wickedness isn't her doing and if she ever finds the goodness within her, she is welcome to return. However, she refuses and flies off to the West, vowing revenge.
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 Once Upon a Time




The Wicked Witch appears as the main antagonist of the second half of Season Three[image: External link] of Once Upon a Time[image: External link] played by Rebecca Mader[image: External link].[9] This version goes by the name of Zelena[image: External link] (which means "green" in some Slavic languages[image: External link]). Zelena is discovered to be the daughter of the Queen of Hearts[image: External link]/the Miller's Daughter (Barbara Hershey[image: External link]/Rose McGowan[image: External link]), making her the older, long-lost half-sister of Regina the Evil Queen[image: External link] (Lana Parrilla[image: External link]). Zelena visited Rumplestiltskin[image: External link] (Robert Carlyle[image: External link]) and learned how to perform magic from him. Her storyline revolves around her efforts to create a time-travel spell that will allow her to go back and prevent the Evil Queen's birth before she can unwittingly ruin Zelena's life, and thus Zelena would be raised as royalty. But despite Zelena's efforts to sabotage Emma Swan[image: External link] (supposedly the only wielder of light magic powerful enough to oppose her) she is defeated when the Evil Queen masters light magic in time to oppose her (although her time-travel spell is completed, it only takes effect after her presumed death, transporting Emma and Captain Hook[image: External link] (Colin O'Donoghue[image: External link]) back to before the original curse was cast). She was later thought to have been killed by Rumpelstiltskin.

It was later discovered that Zelena's soul actually went back in time, where she managed to revive herself and assumed Maid Marian[image: External link]'s (Christie Laing[image: External link]) place after killing her in the past and taking her appearance; to allow the heroes to take her back to the present, where she poses as Marian without Robin Hood[image: External link] (Sean Maguire[image: External link]) knowing. This way, she can resume making Regina Mills suffer by complicating her romantic relationship with the believed widower Robin. Zelena also copies the other villains' idea to try to force the Author to write them happy lives at the expense of the heroes. Zelena swaps out the Elixir of the Wounded Heart and when Mr. Gold is dying, saves his life with it, but only after he agrees to drop his grudge against her and begins helping her. Regina learns this and rushes to New York with Emma. Upon arriving there with Lily, Emma and Regina confront Robin Hood and Zelena where Regina tells her what actually happened to Maid Marian. Even though Robin Hood is now aware of what happened to Maid Marian, he couldn't leave Zelena because she is pregnant. Zelena is taken back to Storybrooke and locked in the hospital basement. Regina almost has the Author write Zelena and the pregnancy out of existence and memory. Regina changes her mind after she realizes it is something their mother would do, and she can choose to be happy with Robin and the rest of her family, raising the baby herself after the birth, while Zelena has extremely restricted visitation rights. When the Author warps reality to serve his own purposes, the roles of heroes and villains are switched. In the alternate Enchanted Forest Zelena is the fiance of Robin Hood and their marriage will make all the changes permanent. When Regina is slashed almost fatally by Rumpelstiltskin, Zelena complains she is bleeding on her wedding dress and taking the attention away from her on her wedding day. She begins turning green again and runs off. When reality is returned to normal she is still pregnant in the hospital.

Zelena travels with the heroes to Camelot in search of Emma, after becoming the Dark One. She is told to pretend to be Regina's mute handmaiden (Regina having taken her voice). In Camelot, Zelena is threatened by Regina that her baby will be taken by Regina once it has been born. She takes this as a strategy to kidnap Mary Margaret[image: External link] (Ginnifer Goodwin[image: External link]) as the rest of the group tries to sneak into Camelot (having been thrown out) and regains her magic with King Arthur[image: External link]'s (Liam Garrigan[image: External link]) help. She enchants the main hilt of Excalibur to bind Merlin[image: External link]'s (Elliot Knight[image: External link]) soul, allowing its holder to control him. Zelena, Arthur and Merlin hold Emma's friends captive with the Protheum flame and the Dark One Dagger as ransom. Before she can do anything, she is tricked by Emma and tied by magic around a tree. After a battle between Merlin and Emma, Zelena transports herself and Arthur back to Camelot. Arthur and her plan to take a magical helm from the kingdom of DunBroch. After many failed attempts to reach the helm, including a battle between Arthur, Zelena and Red Riding Hood[image: External link] (Meghan Ory[image: External link]), Mulan[image: External link] (Jamie Chung[image: External link]) and Merida[image: External link] (Amy Manson[image: External link], she transports herself back to Camelot, where Emma casts the Dark Curse, ripping everyone back to Storybrooke without their memories of ever stepping foot in Camelot.

Zelena awakens in Granny's Diner and is almost immediately put back in her cell. Zelena is met by the Dark Swan (name for Emma as the Dark One) and is told she will need an ally in the town after people learn the truth. Zelena eats darkly enchanted onion rings (made by Emma) and as a result, her pregnancy is sped up from two months to nine. She gives birth to a baby girl and is taken away by Emma into her basement with Hook at her side. She is freed from her cuff once again and leaves Hook in Emma's house, wanting to get answers. Zelena steps back inside after Emma finds him. She brings in an enchanted dreamcatcher, which holds the memories of Hook becoming a Dark One (in Emma's fault) in order to save him. Zelena learns that Robin and Regina are allowing her to see her baby, as long as one of them is with her. This is when she shares a bonding moment with her child. During the Dark Siege of Storybrooke, Zelena plans to take Regina's place in Storybrooke including her office. After claiming full custody of her baby, Zelena is transported by Regina (and the Apprentice's Wand) back to Oz, and she claimed they will see each other again.[10]

Regina reunites with Zelena in the underworld where it is revealed that Zelena and Hades have a romantic history. The sisters eventually become close as she tries to change for her daughter. She shares True Love's Kiss with Hades, which allows him to go to Storybrooke and the two go together with the baby as she believes Hades has changed. However, Hades kills Robin Hood, proving his evil to Zelena who kills him with the Olympian Crystal. She names the baby Robyn after her father. In season 6, Zelena and Regina get into a fight where Regina reveals that she blames Zelena for Robin's death; Regina's dark half, the Evil Queen has now become a human manifestation and she and Zelena work together until the Queen tries to kill her. Regina saves Zelena from the Evil Queen but does not forgive her for Robin's death.
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 Emerald City




The Witch of the West appears as one of the main characters in the first season of Emerald City[image: External link], portrayed by Ana Ularu[image: External link]. Here she is one of the last Cardinal Witches of Oz and the "Mistress of the Western Fields, Vessel of Truth and Solace", along with her sisters Glinda of the North and the Witch of the East. West seemingly obeys the Wizard of Oz's law against magic, owns a brothel in the Emerald City and is a poppy opium addict, deteriorating her magical skill. She is very emotional, especially when compared to the reserved behavior of Glinda's. Despite claiming to hate magic because it could not save her mother and sister witches during the Beast Forever's last attack, she resorts to it quickly when in pursuit of Dorothy after she accidentally killed East.
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 Later adaptations





	On the 1969 LP vinyl Songs from the Wizard of Oz, produced by Disneyland records, The Wicked Witch of the West is given the name "Smarmy", and sings the song "Just Call Smarmy". The record features both original songs and songs from the 1939 MGM film.

	In The Wiz[image: External link] (1974), its film version[image: External link] (1978), and television special[image: External link] (2015), the Wicked Witch of the West is given the name Evillene (portrayed by Mabel King[image: External link] in both the original Broadway cast and the film and Mary J. Blige[image: External link] in the television special). She is the malevolent ruler of the Winkies. She is the sister of Addaperle (Miss One in the film version), Glinda, and Evermean, the other three witches of Oz. In the film version, she runs a sweatshop[image: External link] under Yankee Stadium[image: External link] with the slogan "Manufacturers and Exporters of Sweat" and extracts it not only from the Winkies, but the Crows, the Poppy Girls, and the Subway Peddler. Her magic creates urban variations on the Kalidahs[image: External link] (depicted as evil growing dolls sent by the Subway Peddler), Fighting Trees (depicted as mobile pillars[image: External link]) and the wolves (depicted as living and carnivorous trash cans[image: External link]), all in the Subway system[image: External link]. She then sends the Flying Monkeys[image: External link] (depicted as a biker gang[image: External link]) to capture Dorothy and her friends. In the film, Evillene is vanquished when Dorothy sets off the sweatshop's sprinkler system.

	In Scooby-Doo and Scrappy-Doo[image: External link]'s 1981 episode "Scooby's Trip to Ahz", the Witch appears as the Wicked Witch of the North by Southeast (suffix name spoofs the film title, "North by Northwest[image: External link]").

	In the anime film The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1982), the Witch (voiced by Elizabeth Hanna[image: External link]) is purple-skinned, white-haired, and wears an eyepatch similar to W. W. Denslow[image: External link]'s original illustration. However, her telescopic eye is replaced by a magic mirror. Her soldiers are completely magical, disappear at her demise, and are quite distinct from the Winkies, whom she uses only for labor. She wears an old-fashioned peasant dress and possesses a staff, through which she generates her magic.

	In the 1986 anime series The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link], the Witch is purple-skinned once again, and has long white hair with a blood-like red streak. She possesses both eyes and is dressed in a long, black hooded gown. Her eyes have the power to turn people into stone, and turn blood-red when such transformations are effected. One of the Winkies actually tries to crush her to death with a huge boulder[image: External link], but the Witch causes the boulder to disappear, and turns the man into stone. Like in the 1982 anime film, a magic mirror shows her everything she wishes to uncover. The Wicked Witch makes it clear to Dorothy that the Good Witch of the North[image: External link]'s kiss cannot serve as protection from her apparently superior power, and it's the Silver Shoes[image: External link] that safeguard the girl. The Witch also reveals that the Wicked Witch of the East[image: External link] was her sister, and that the Silver Shoes could triple her own powers. This version gives the witch the most prolonged and dramatic death scene of all versions; it also differs from previous adaptations by suggesting that Mombi[image: External link] was her protégé.

	In the animated series The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1990–1991) by DiC Enterprises[image: External link], the Flying Monkeys that were loyal to the Wicked Witch of the West (voiced by Tress MacNeille[image: External link]) perform a ritual that resurrects the Wicked Witch of the West where they place her hat, dress and cloak on an effigy. Afterwards, she terrorizes Oz again by tarnishing the Emerald City[image: External link], stealing what Dorothy's friends treasure the most (the Scarecrow's brain diploma, the Tin Woodman's clock heart, and the Cowardly Lion's medal of courage), and making the Wizard[image: External link] fly off-course in his hot-air balloon by creating an evil wind. Of course she still has a weakness to any type of water causing her to evade at all times. This incarnation of the character was clearly based on the 1939 MGM movie, to which the series itself served as an unofficial sequel. Although the witch's garments are purple here rather than black.

	The Witch appears in a little-known 1995 version of the original story made for British cable television, which combined elements of Baum's original story, the 1939 movie, and the 1985 semi-sequel Return to Oz[image: External link]. She first appears after Dorothy lands in Oz, demands to know where the Ruby Slippers are, threatens Dorothy, then leaves. The Munchkins then reveal they hid the Slippers to keep the Witch from getting them, force them onto Dorothy, who then leaves to find the Wizard. At the end of the film, after taking the Slippers while Dorothy is sleeping, the Witch turns her loose in a room full of large rocks, says she's turned Dorothy's companions into rocks themselves, and will give her three chances to pick which ones are her friends, but if she guesses wrong, she will become one herself. To be fair, she turns the Slippers into a rock and hides them in the room. Dorothy, however manages to find the Tin Woodman, Scarecrow and Cowardly Lion. The Witch, enraged, grows to giant sized and holds a boulder over Dorothy, who then finds the Slippers and wishes for the Witch to lose her power. The Witch loses her strength and falls backwards, and the boulder kills her instantly.

	In the 1995 television special The Wizard of Oz in Concert: Dreams Come True[image: External link] (a stage musical based on the 1939 film), Debra Winger[image: External link] portrays the Witch. Her costume is green rather than black. In addition, Winger narrates the tornado scene including Miss Gulch's transformation. This production omits the scene where the Witch threatens Dorothy, the Scarecrow, and Tin Man as mattresses and a beehive after appearing on top of The Tin Man's cottage. The Wicked Witch's Castle scenes are shortened due to time limit. Unlike Margaret Hamilton, Winger says the line "What a little whiner! I'll give you something to cry about" when Dorothy suffers her imprisonment after Aunt Em[image: External link]'s image fades away in the crystal ball rather than "I'll give you Auntie Em, my pretty!".

	In the February 1996 episode "Water You Thinking?" of Mighty Morphin' Alien Rangers[image: External link], a witch monster appears by the name of Witchblade and she seems to be modeled after the Wicked Witch. Her voice and cackle are reminiscent of the 1939 film's portrayal of the Witch. Additionally, most of her lines are paraphrasings of the Witch's lines, such as "How 'bout a little fire, Rangers?". She also refers to the Rangers' Zords as "Tin Men[image: External link]" and to the Rangers as "My pretties". When she's defeated, she cries "Oh, no! I'm falling, falling! What a world!"

	In "Anthology of Interest II[image: External link]", a 2002 episode of the animated television series Futurama[image: External link], Leela[image: External link] is knocked unconscious and dreams about being Dorothy in a version of The Wizard of Oz, with Futurama characters playing the roles of Wizard characters. While Fry[image: External link] is the Scarecrow, Bender the Robot[image: External link] is the Tinman, and Doctor Zoidberg[image: External link] is the Lion, the Wicked Witch is played by Mom[image: External link], a recurring antagonist from the show, voice by Tress MacNeille who also provided the voice for The Wicked Witch of the West in the 1990 DIC animated series. The Witch sends her flying monkeys, played by Mom's sons Larry, Walt, and Igner, to capture Dorothy/Leela. At the Witch's castle, she reveals that she wants to adopt Dorothy as her daughter, and Dorothy/Leela agrees, as long as she gets to be a witch, too. The Witch/Mom meets her fate when Tinman/Bender opens a celebratory bottle of champagne and accidentally sprays her with it, melting her. Later, after Dorothy/Leela uses the power of her ruby boots to become the new Wicked Witch of the West, water splashes down on her from the ceiling, causing her to melt as well, to which the Cowardly Lobster/Zoidberg descends the stairs, mentioning "I think there's a problem with your upstairs toilet."

	In The Muppets' Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (2005), Miss Piggy[image: External link] plays all of the witches of Oz, including the Wicked Witch of the West. Her basic attire evoked W. W. Denslow[image: External link]'s original illustration, with a biker[image: External link] theme. The eyepatch also covered a magical glass-eye that gave her visual powers. This version of the Wicked Witch is only vulnerable to tap water where she is able to bathe in bottled water. The Wicked Witch of the West is vanquished when Dorothy kicks her into the bathtub filled with bottled tap water since Angel Marie filled the bottles with tap water. Afterwards, Dorothy salvages her glass-eye which is later given to the Wizard of Oz. Miss Piggy's other role is herself. Prior to Dorothy's journey, she appears with Kermit and tries to get rid of Dorothy. After Dorothy's return, she returns for the Muppets' show.

	In the American television show Supernatural[image: External link], the Wicked Witch appears as the villain of the episode "Slumber Party" where she comes to Earth in 1935 with a plan to get the Key to Oz and bring her army to Earth to take over. Dorothy Gale, who is in fact the daughter of L. Frank Baum, becomes a monster hunter to stop the Witch after she spent some time trapped in Oz with the resistance- the leaders being cursed to transform into the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Lion- but is unable to kill her, eventually forced to simply trap herself and the Witch in a jar in the Men of Letters Bunker until someone else can work out her weakness. When the two of them are accidentally released in 2013, the Witch begins searching for the Key to continue her plan, the protagonists initially only able to wound the Witch with bullets made from poppy seed extract. She possesses Sam[image: External link] and Dean Winchester[image: External link] to kill Dorothy, whom she can't hurt due to the blessing Dorothy received from Glinda upon arrival, but is killed by Charlie Bradbury with the Ruby Slippers when Dorothy identifies them as possessing Oz magic and being suitably sharp.

	In the October 2007 VeggieTales[image: External link] episode "The Wonderful Wizard of Ha's[image: External link]", the witch and her Kansas counterpart from the 1939 film are replaced by Chester the Bully (Kansas) and Bobby the Bully (Wonderful Land of Ha's), both portrayed by Gourdon from "Bully Trouble".

	In the December 2007 Syfy[image: External link] miniseries Tin Man[image: External link], the character of Azkadellia (played by Kathleen Robertson[image: External link]) is analogous with the Wicked Witch of the West, though she is vastly different from most other versions of the character. In the miniseries, she is portrayed as a member of the Royal Family of the O.Z. (Outer Zone) who is possessed as a young girl by the spirit of the evil Witch of the Dark (Karin Konoval[image: External link]) who uses her body to take over the O.Z. and plunge it into a world of permanent darkness. This adaptation's version of Dorothy Gale is Azkadellia's younger sister DG (Zooey Deschanel[image: External link]). Both of the sisters are powerful witches themselves, though DG has to relearn all of her magical abilities, and once DG frees Azkadellia from the witch's grip, both of them defeat her together. Although it is clear that Azkadellia is analogous with the Wicked Witch of the West, it is implied vaguely that the Witch of the Dark is the Wicked Witch that Dorothy, who makes an appearance as a spirit in a mausoleum, defeated in the original story.

	In Dorothy of Oz[image: External link], a Korean[image: External link] manhwa[image: External link] (produced 2008 or earlier) by Son Hee-Joon, the Witch of the West is re-imagined as a scientist who rules over the Western Dominion. She is psychopathic and cruel, and in a twist, she (not Mara/Dorothy) is the true orchestrator of the death of the East Witch Selluriah. She is the creator of an army of clones, one of whom is the story's equivalent of the Scarecrow. Whether or not this is a reference to the musical Wicked[image: External link] is unknown.

	The Wicked Witch of the West appears as the primary antagonist of the 2011 television miniseries Dorothy and the Witches of Oz[image: External link] played by Eliza Swenson[image: External link]. In flashbacks, it was seen that she had obtained the mystical Book of Mini Aru (which contained the Changing Word) from the Wizard as part of a deal not to continue her attack on Oz in exchange that the Wizard doesn't plan to reclaim the book. Unfortunately for the Wicked Witch of the West, the Wizard entrusted the key to the Book of Mini Aru to Dorothy for safekeeping. On Earth, she assumes the form of a female book publishing agent named Billie Westbrook and plans to obtain an artifact that Dorothy was entrusted into holding on to by the Wizard so that she can lead Princess Langwidere, the Nome King[image: External link] and an army of winged monkeys, Nomes and dragons into taking over Earth upon learning the Changing Word. The Wicked Witch of the West also had plans to invade Wonderland[image: External link], Neverland[image: External link], Camelot[image: External link], and Narnia[image: External link].

	The Wicked Witch of the West has a cameo appearance in Legends of Oz: Dorothy's Return[image: External link] during one of the Jester's songs. The Jester is presented as her brother, who was cursed to be trapped in a jester's costume by the Witch with Glinda noting that she didn't know the Witch had a sense of humor.

	The Wicked Witch of the West appears as a boss character and playable figure in the video game Lego Dimensions[image: External link], voiced by Courtenay Taylor[image: External link]. She is the only playable character from the Wizard of Oz franchise. During the video game's story, Batman, Gandalf[image: External link], and Wyldstyle face off against the Wicked Witch of the West and were able to defeat her with water. Her hat is later salvaged by Lord Vortech.

	The Wicked Witch of the West appears as one of the villains in The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link], voiced by Riki Lindhome[image: External link]. She was depicted as an inmate of the Phantom Zone[image: External link], the group of which as known as the Ubers. She unleashes the Winged Monkeys to fly around and cause mayhem in Gotham City[image: External link] where Robin[image: External link] kicks them off the Bat-Plane. The Wicked Witch of the West also infiltrates Wayne Island[image: External link] along with Joker[image: External link], Harley Quinn[image: External link], and the other Phantom Zone inmates. She is defeated by Team Batman and the Rogues in the end and sent back to the Phantom Zone.
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Black Swan (film)






Not to be confused with the 1942 swashbuckler film The Black Swan[image: External link].

Black Swan is a 2010 American psychological thriller[image: External link]-horror film[image: External link][4][5] directed by Darren Aronofsky, written by Mark Heyman[image: External link], Andres Heinz, and John McLaughlin, and starring Natalie Portman, Vincent Cassel[image: External link], Mila Kunis and Winona Ryder[image: External link]. The plot revolves around a production of Tchaikovsky[image: External link]'s Swan Lake[image: External link] ballet by a prestigious New York City[image: External link] company. The production requires a ballerina to play the innocent and fragile White Swan, for which the committed dancer Nina (Portman) is a perfect fit, as well as the dark and sensual Black Swan, which are qualities better embodied by the new arrival Lily (Kunis). Nina is overwhelmed by a feeling of immense pressure when she finds herself competing for the part, causing her to lose her tenuous grip on reality and descend into a living nightmare.

Usually described as a psychological thriller, Black Swan can be also interpreted as a metaphor[image: External link] for achieving artistic perfection, with all the psychological and physical challenges one might encounter, i.e. "the film can be perceived as a poetic metaphor for the birth of an artist, that is, as a visual representation of Nina’s psychic odyssey toward achieving artistic perfection and of the price to be paid for it."[6]

Aronofsky conceived the premise by connecting his viewings of a production of Swan Lake with an unrealized screenplay about understudies[image: External link] and the notion of being haunted by a double, similar to the folklore surrounding doppelgängers[image: External link]. Aronofsky cites Fyodor Dostoyevsky[image: External link]'s The Double[image: External link] as another inspiration for the film. The director also considered Black Swan a companion piece to his 2008 film The Wrestler[image: External link], with both films involving demanding performances for different kinds of art. He and Portman first discussed the project in 2000, and after a brief attachment to Universal Studios[image: External link], Black Swan was produced in New York City in 2009 by Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link]. Portman and Kunis trained in ballet for several months prior to filming, and notable figures from the ballet world helped with film production to shape the ballet presentation.

The film premiered as the opening film for the 67th Venice International Film Festival on September 1, 2010. It had a limited release[image: External link] in the United States starting December 3, 2010 and opened in wide release[image: External link] on December 17. Black Swan received critical praise upon its release, particularly for Portman's performance and Aronofsky's direction, and was a surprise box office success, grossing $329 million worldwide. The film received five Academy Award nominations and Portman won Best Actress[image: External link] for the film, as well as many other Best Actress awards in several guilds and festivals. In addition, Aronofsky was nominated for Best Director[image: External link] and the film was nominated for Best Picture[image: External link]. It is the fifth horror film[image: External link] to be nominated in the Best Picture category, following The Exorcist[image: External link] in 1973, Jaws[image: External link] in 1975, The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] in 1991, and The Sixth Sense[image: External link] in 1999.



TOP
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 Plot




Nina Sayers is a professional dancer in a New York ballet company. Nina lives in New York City with her overprotective mother, Erica. The company is preparing to open the season with Swan Lake[image: External link]. The director, Thomas Leroy, is looking for a new principal dancer after forcing Beth Macintyre into retirement. Thomas wants the same ballerina to portray the innocent, fragile White Swan as well as her mysterious, sensual twin, the Black Swan. Nina auditions for the part, performing flawlessly as the White Swan, but she is not able to embody the characteristics of the Black Swan. Upset, Nina approaches Thomas and asks him to reconsider her as the lead role. Thomas forcibly kisses Nina, and she displays a change of character and bites him, convincing him that she has the ferocity to play the Black Swan. Nina begins to witness strange happenings, and her mother finds scratches on Nina's back.

An intoxicated Beth angrily confronts Thomas and Nina. Nina is worried that Beth's fate will eventually befall her, too, but she stays quiet. Thomas tells Nina she needs to give herself to the sensuality of the Black Swan. He tells her to go home and masturbate, which she does. The next day, Nina finds out that Beth was seriously injured in a car accident, and Thomas tells her it was a suicide attempt. Nina realizes Beth will never dance again, and tearfully unpacks her belongings in Beth's former dressing room.

Thomas tells Nina to watch Lily, another dancer in the company, whom he describes as lacking Nina's flawless technique but possessing an uninhibited quality that Nina has not shown. The relationship between Nina and Lily grows tense. During rehearsal, Thomas kisses Nina passionately, but leaves abruptly and tells her she must seduce him with her dancing. Nina finds unexplained scratches and blood on her body. Nina and her mother have an argument, interrupted by Lily's unexpected arrival at their apartment. Lily and Nina go for a night out.

At a restaurant that evening, Lily offers Nina a capsule of ecstasy[image: External link] to help her relax. Initially, Nina turns it down, but later accepts a drink with ecstasy powder in it. Nina returns home late with Lily, fights with her mother, barricades herself in her room, and has sex with Lily until the latter seemingly smothers her with a pillow. The next morning, Nina wakes up alone and late for the dress rehearsal. When she arrives at the studio, she finds Lily dancing the Black Swan. After Nina confronts Lily, Lily admits she spent the night with a man she met at the club, and Nina realizes the encounter didn't really happen. Nina's hallucinations become stronger and more graphically sexual and violent.

Nina trashes the apartment and slams her bedroom door on her mother's hands, and has hallucinations of becoming freakishly swanlike. Concerned about Nina's behavior, her mother tries to prevent her from performing on opening night in an effort to keep her daughter safe. An enraged Nina forces her way out of the apartment. Thomas had assigned understudy Lily to take over, but is impressed at Nina's confidence, and lets her play the Swan Queen. The first act goes well, until Nina is distracted by a hallucination during a lift, causing her partner to drop her. Distraught, she returns to her dressing room and finds Lily there. Lily announces her plans to play the Black Swan. Nina shoves Lily into a mirror, shattering it. Lily, seemingly dead, awakens, and her face changes shape, now a copy of Nina's. The doppelgänger starts to strangle Nina, who then grabs a shard of glass and stabs her rival in the abdomen, apparently killing her. The doppelgänger's face reverts to that of Lily's. Nina hides the body and returns to the stage.

Sprouting feathers, her arms become black wings as she finally loses herself and is transformed into the Black Swan. At the end of the act, she receives a standing ovation. Offstage, Thomas and the rest of the cast congratulate her on her stunning performance. Nina takes Thomas by surprise and kisses him. Back in her dressing room before the final act, Nina is congratulated by Lily, revealing that their fight was, again, imaginary. The mirror, however, is still shattered. Nina removes a small shard of glass from her own body and realizes she stabbed herself. Dancing the last scene, in which the White Swan throws herself off a cliff, Nina spots her mother weeping in the audience. As Nina falls backward onto a hidden mattress, the theater erupts in thunderous applause. Thomas and the cast gather to congratulate her – only to find that she is bleeding profusely. As the white ceiling lights envelop her, she whispers, "I felt it. Perfect. It was perfect."
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 Cast




During the closing credits, the major cast members were credited both as their film characters as well as their corresponding characters from Swan Lake[image: External link].


	
Natalie Portman as Nina Sayers / The Swan Queen

	
Mila Kunis as Lily / The Black Swan

	
Vincent Cassel[image: External link] as Thomas Leroy / The Gentleman

	
Barbara Hershey[image: External link] as Erica Sayers / The Queen

	
Winona Ryder[image: External link] as Elizabeth "Beth" MacIntyre / The Dying Swan

	
Benjamin Millepied[image: External link] as David Moreau / The Prince

	
Ksenia Solo[image: External link] as Veronica / Little Swan

	
Kristina Anapau[image: External link] as Galina / Little Swan

	
Janet Montgomery[image: External link] as Madeline / Little Swan

	
Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as Andrew / Suitor

	
Toby Hemingway[image: External link] as Thomas "Tom" / Suitor
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Darren Aronofsky first became interested in ballet when his sister studied dance at the High School of Performing Arts[image: External link] in New York City. The basic idea for the film started when he hired screenwriters to rework a screenplay called The Understudy, which was about off-Broadway actors and explored the notion of being haunted by a double. Aronofsky said the screenplay had elements of All About Eve[image: External link], Roman Polanski[image: External link]'s The Tenant[image: External link], and Fyodor Dostoyevsky[image: External link]'s novella The Double[image: External link]. The director had also seen numerous productions of Swan Lake, and he connected the duality of the White Swan and the Black Swan to the script.[7] When researching for the production of Black Swan, Aronofsky found ballet to be "a very insular world" whose dancers were "not impressed by movies". Regardless, the director found active and inactive dancers to share their experiences with him. He also stood backstage to see the Bolshoi Ballet[image: External link] perform at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link].[8]

Aronofsky called Black Swan a companion piece to his previous film The Wrestler, recalling one of his early projects about a love affair between a wrestler and a ballerina. He eventually separated the wrestling and the ballet worlds as "too much for one movie". He compared the two films: "Wrestling some consider the lowest art—if they would even call it art—and ballet some people consider the highest art. But what was amazing to me was how similar the performers in both of these worlds are. They both make incredible use of their bodies to express themselves."[8] About the psychological thriller nature of Black Swan, actress Natalie Portman compared the film's tone to Polanski's 1968 film Rosemary's Baby[image: External link],[9] while Aronofsky said Polanski's Repulsion[image: External link] (1965) and The Tenant (1976) were "big influences" on the final film.[8] Actor Vincent Cassel also compared Black Swan to Polanski's early works and additionally compared it to David Cronenberg[image: External link]'s early works.[10]
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 Casting




Aronofsky first discussed with Portman the possibility of a ballet film in 2000, and he found she was interested in playing a ballet dancer.[8] Portman explained being part of Black Swan, "I'm trying to find roles that demand more adulthood from me because you can get stuck in a very awful cute cycle as a woman in film, especially being such a small person."[11] Portman suggested to Aronofsky that her good friend Mila Kunis would be perfect for the role. Kunis contrasted Lily with Nina, "My character is very loose... She's not as technically good as Natalie's character, but she has more passion, naturally. That's what [Nina] lacks."[12] The female characters are directed in the Swan Lake production by Thomas Leroy, played by Cassel. He compared his character to George Balanchine[image: External link], who co-founded New York City Ballet[image: External link] and was "a control freak, a true artist using sexuality to direct his dancers".[13]

Portman and Kunis started training six months before the start of filming in order to attain a body type and muscle tone more similar to those of professional dancers.[7] Portman worked out for five hours a day, doing ballet, cross-training, and swimming. A few months closer to filming, she began choreography training.[14] Kunis engaged in cardio[image: External link] and Pilates[image: External link], "train[ing] seven days a week, five hours, for five, six months total, and ... was put on a very strict diet of 1,200 calories a day." She lost 20 pounds from her normal weight of about 117 pounds, and reported that Portman "became smaller than I did."[15] Kunis said, "I did ballet as a kid like every other kid does ballet. You wear a tutu[image: External link] and you stand on stage and you look cute and twirl. But this is very different because you can't fake it. You can't just stay in there and like pretend you know what you're doing. Your whole body has to be structured differently."[16] Georgina Parkinson[image: External link], a ballet mistress[image: External link] from the American Ballet Theatre[image: External link] (ABT), coached the actors in ballet.[17] ABT soloists[image: External link] Sarah Lane[image: External link] and Maria Riccetto[image: External link] served as "dance doubles" for Portman and Kunis respectively.[18] Dancer Kimberly Prosa also served as a double for Portman. She stated: "Natalie took class, she studied for several months, from the waist up is her. Sarah Lane a soloist at ABT, did the heavy tricks, she did the fouettés[image: External link], but they only had her for a limited time, a couple of weeks, so I did the rest of whatever dance shots they needed."[19]

In addition to the soloist performances, members of the Pennsylvania Ballet[image: External link] were cast as the corps de ballet[image: External link], backdrop for the main actors' performances.[7] Also appearing in the film are Kristina Anapau,[20] Toby Hemingway,[21] Sebastian Stan,[22] and Janet Montgomery.[23]
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 Development and filming




Aronofsky and Portman first discussed a ballet film in 2000, after the release of Requiem for a Dream, though the script had not yet been written.[8] He told her about a love scene between competing ballet dancers, and Portman recalled, "I thought that was very interesting because this movie is in so many ways an exploration of an artist's ego and that narcissistic sort of attraction to yourself and also repulsion with yourself."[24] On the decade's wait before production, she said, "The fact that I had spent so much time with the idea ... allowed it to marinate a little before we shot."[25]

The screenplay The Understudy was written by Andres Heinz; Aronofsky first heard about it while editing his second film Requiem for a Dream[image: External link] (2000) and described it as "All About Eve with a double, set in the off-Broadway world." After making The Fountain[image: External link] (2006), Aronofsky and producer Mike Medavoy[image: External link] had screenwriter John McLaughlin rewrite The Understudy; Aronofsky said McLaughlin "took my idea of Swan Lake and the ballet and put [the story] into the ballet world and changed the title to Black Swan."[26] When Aronofsky proposed a detailed outline of Black Swan to Universal Pictures[image: External link], the studio decided to fast-track development of the project in January 2007.[27] The project "sort of died, again" according to Aronofsky, until after the making of The Wrestler[image: External link] (2008), when he had Mark Heyman[image: External link], director of development of Aronofsky's production company Protozoa Pictures, write for Black Swan "and made it something that was workable."[26] By June 2009, Universal had placed the project in turnaround[image: External link], generating attention from other studios and specialty divisions, particularly with actress Portman attached to star.[28] Black Swan began development under Protozoa Pictures and Overnight Productions, the latter financing the film. In July 2009, Kunis was cast.[29]

Fox Searchlight Pictures distributed Black Swan and gave the film a production budget of $10–12 million. Principal photography was achieved using Super 16 mm[image: External link] cameras and began in New York City toward the end of 2009.[30][31] Part of filming took place at the Performing Arts Center at State University of New York at Purchase[image: External link].[7] Aronofsky filmed Black Swan with a muted palette and a grainy style, which he intended to be similar to The Wrestler.[32] Aronofsky said


I like Super 16 because the cameras are really light, really moveable. Also, for The Wrestler it was a money-saving thing. The film stocks on 35mm would become so glossy that they'd get close to what people are doing on video. I wanted to go back to the grainy, vérité feel of The Wrestler. ... Like with wrestling, ballet is shot in wide shot with two shots on the side, and no one really brought the camera—well, wrestling—into the ring or for us, onto the stage and into the practice room. I really wanted the camera to dance, but I was nervous about shooting a psychological thriller/horror film with a hand-held camera. I couldn't think of another example where they did that. ... steady-cams are very different than hand-helds, because hand-held gives you that verite feel. I was concerned if that would affect the suspense, but after a while I said, "screw it, let's go for it."[26]
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 Controversies
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 Costume design




Amy Westcott is credited as the costume designer and received several award nominations. A publicized controversy arose regarding the question of who had designed 40 ballet costumes for Portman and the dancers. An article in the British newspaper The Independent suggested those costumes had actually been created by Rodarte[image: External link]'s Kate and Laura Mulleavy.[33] Westcott challenged that view and stated that in all only 7 costumes, among them the black and white swan, had been created in a collaboration between Rodarte, Westcott, and Aronofsky. Furthermore, the corps ballet's costumes were designed by Zack Brown (for the American Ballet Theatre), and slightly adapted by Westcott and her costume design department. Westcott said: "Controversy is too complimentary a word for two people using their considerable self-publicising resources to loudly complain about their credit once they realized how good the film is."[34]
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 Dance double




Main article: Black Swan dance double controversy[image: External link]


ABT dancer Sarah Lane[image: External link] served as a "dance double" for Portman in the film.[35] In a March 3 blog entry for Dance Magazine[image: External link], editor-in-chief Wendy Perron[image: External link] asked: "Do people really believe that it takes only one year to make a ballerina? We know that Natalie Portman studied ballet as a kid and had a year of intensive training for the film, but that doesn't add up to being a ballerina. However, it seems that many people believe that Portman did her own dancing in Black Swan."[36][37] This led to responses from Benjamin Millepied[image: External link] and Aronofsky, who both defended Portman as well as a response from Lane on the subject.[38][39][40]
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 Soundtrack




Main article: Black Swan: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]


The non-original music featured in Black Swan consists of music by Tchaikovsky[image: External link] featuring performances on-screen and in the soundtrack by violinist Tim Fain[image: External link][41] and a track of electronica[image: External link] dance music by English production duo The Chemical Brothers[image: External link]. It marks the fifth consecutive collaboration between Aronofsky and English composer Clint Mansell[image: External link], who composed the original score for the film. Mansell attempted to score the film based on Tchaikovsky's ballet[42] but with radical changes to the music.[43] Because of the use of Tchaikovsky's music, the score was deemed ineligible to be entered into the 2010 Academy Awards[image: External link] for Best Original Score[image: External link].[44]

The Chemical Brothers' music, which is featured prominently during the club scene in Black Swan, is omitted from the soundtrack album.[45]
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 Release




Black Swan had its world premiere[image: External link] as the opening film at the 67th Venice Film Festival on September 1, 2010. It received a standing ovation whose length Variety[image: External link] said made it "one of the strongest Venice openers in recent memory".[46] The festival's artistic director Marco Mueller had chosen Black Swan over The American[image: External link] (starring George Clooney[image: External link]) for opening film, saying, "[It] was just a better fit... Clooney is a wonderful actor, and he will always be welcome in Venice. But it was as simple as that."[47] Black Swan screened in competition and is the third consecutive film directed by Aronofsky to premiere at the festival, following The Fountain[image: External link] and The Wrestler.[48] Black Swan was presented in a sneak screening at the Telluride Film Festival[image: External link] on September 5, 2010.[49] It also had a Gala screening at the 35th Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] later in the month.[50][51] In October 2010, Black Swan was screened at the New Orleans Film Festival[image: External link],[52] the Austin Film Festival[image: External link],[53] and the BFI London Film Festival[image: External link].[54] In November 2010, the film was screened at American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI Fest in Los Angeles, the Denver Film Festival[image: External link] and Camerimage Festival[image: External link] in Bydgoszcz[image: External link], Poland.[55]

The release of Black Swan in the United Kingdom was brought forward from February 11 to January 21, 2011. According to The Independent, the film was considered one of "the most highly anticipated" films of late 2010. The newspaper then compared it to the 1948 ballet film The Red Shoes[image: External link] in having "a nightmarish quality ... of a dancer consumed by her desire to dance".[56]

The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] in Region 1/Region A on March 29, 2011.[57] The Region 2/Region B version was released on May 16, 2011.
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 Reception
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 Box office




Black Swan had a limited release[image: External link] in select cities in North America on December 3, 2010, in 18 theaters[58] and was a surprise box office success[image: External link].[59] The film took in a total of $415,822 on its opening day, averaging $23,101 per theater.[60] By the end of its opening weekend it grossed $1,443,809—$80,212 per theater. The per location average was the second highest for the opening weekend of 2010 behind The King's Speech[image: External link].[61] The film is Fox Searchlight Pictures' highest per-theater average gross ever, and it ranks 21st on the all-time list.[62] On its second weekend the film expanded to 90 theaters, and grossed $3.3 million, ranking it as the sixth film at the box-office.[63] In its third weekend, it expanded again to 959 theaters and grossed $8,383,479. The film went on to gross over $106 million in the United States and over $329 million worldwide.[3]
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 Critical reaction




Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a score of 87% based on reviews from 273 critics, with Natalie Portman's performance being lauded, and reports a rating average of 8.2 out of 10.[64] According to the website, the film's critical consensus is, "Bracingly intense, passionate, and wildly melodramatic, Black Swan glides on Darren Aronofsky's bold direction—and a bravura performance from Natalie Portman."[64] At Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted average[image: External link] score out of 100 reviews from mainstream critics, the film received an average score of 79 based on 42 reviews, indicating "Generally favorable reviews".[65]

In September 2010, Entertainment Weekly reported that based on reviews from the film's screening at the Venice Film Festival, "[Black Swan] is already set to be one of the year's most love-it-or-hate-it movies."[66] Leonard Maltin[image: External link], on his blog Movie Crazy, admitted that he "couldn't stand" the film, despite praising Natalie Portman's performance.[67] Reuters described the early response to the film as "largely positive" with Portman's performance being highly praised.[68] The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] reported that "the film divided critics. Some found its theatricality maddening, but most declared themselves 'swept away'."[69]

Kurt Loder[image: External link] of Reason[image: External link] magazine called the film "wonderfully creepy", and wrote that "it's not entirely satisfying; but it's infused with the director's usual creative brio, and it has a great dark gleaming look."[70] Mike Goodridge from Screen Daily[image: External link] called Black Swan "alternately disturbing and exhilarating" and described the film as a hybrid of The Turning Point[image: External link] and Polanski's films Repulsion[image: External link] and Rosemary's Baby[image: External link]. Goodridge described Portman's performance, "[She] is captivating as Nina ... she captures the confusion of a repressed young woman thrown into a world of danger and temptation with frightening veracity." The critic also commended Cassel, Kunis, and Hershey in their supporting roles, particularly comparing Hershey to Ruth Gordon[image: External link] in the role of "the desperate, jealous mother". Goodridge praised Libatique's cinematography with the dance scenes and the psychologically "unnerving" scenes: "It's a mesmerising psychological ride that builds to a gloriously theatrical tragic finale as Nina attempts to deliver the perfect performance."[71]

Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter gave the film a mixed review. He wrote, "[Black Swan] is an instant guilty pleasure, a gorgeously shot, visually complex film whose badness is what's so good about it. You might howl at the sheer audacity of mixing mental illness with the body-fatiguing, mind-numbing rigors of ballet, but its lurid imagery and a hellcat competition between two rival dancers is pretty irresistible." Honeycutt commended Millepied's "sumptuous" choreography and Libatique's "darting, weaving" camera work. The critic said of the thematic mashup, "Aronofsky ... never succeeds in wedding genre elements to the world of ballet ... White Swan/Black Swan dynamics almost work, but the horror-movie nonsense drags everything down the rabbit hole of preposterousness."[72] Similarly, in a piece for The Huffington Post[image: External link], Rob Kirkpatrick[image: External link] praised Portman's performance but compared the film's story to that of Showgirls[image: External link] (1995) and Burlesque[image: External link] (2010) while concluding Black Swan is "simply higher-priced cheese, Aronofsky's camembert to [Burlesque director Steve] Antin's cheddar.[73]

The film has been criticized for its portrayal of ballet and ballet dancers. Upon the film's release in the United Kingdom, The Guardian interviewed four professional ballet dancers in the UK: Tamara Rojo[image: External link], Lauren Cuthbertson[image: External link], Edward Watson[image: External link], and Elena Glurjidze[image: External link]. Rojo called the film "lazy... featuring every ballet cliche going." Watson felt that the film "makes [ballet] look so naff and laughable. It doesn't show why ballet is so important to us – why we would want to try so hard."[74] The Canadian Press[image: External link] also reported that many Canadian ballet dancers felt that the film depicted dancers negatively and exaggerated elements of their lives but gave Portman high marks for her dance technique.[75] In an interview with the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], Gillian Murphy[image: External link] a principal dancer with American Ballet Theatre[image: External link] praised the visual elements of the film but noted that the film presentation of the ballet world was "extreme."[76]
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Main article: List of accolades received by Black Swan[image: External link]


Black Swan appeared on many critics' top ten lists of 2010 and is frequently considered to be one of the best films of the year.[77] It was also featured on the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s 10 Movies of the Year.[78] On January 25, 2011 the film was nominated for five Academy Awards (Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actress, Best Cinematography and Best Film Editing) and won one for Portman's performance.[79]
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Premio Marcello Mastroianni





The Marcello Mastroianni Award ( Italian[image: External link]: Premio Marcello Mastroianni) is one of the awards given out at the Venice International Film Festival[image: External link]. It was established in 1998 in honor of the Italian actor Marcello Mastroianni[image: External link], who died at the end of 1996. The award was created to recognize an emerging actor or actress.

Awards



	Year
	Actor and/or actress
	Film



	1998
	Niccolò Senni
	L'albero delle pere[image: External link]



	1999
	Nina Proll[image: External link]
	Nordrand[image: External link]



	2000
	Megan Burns[image: External link]
	Liam[image: External link]



	2001
	
Gael García Bernal[image: External link] and Diego Luna[image: External link]

	Y tu mamá también[image: External link]



	2002
	Moon So-ri[image: External link]
	Oasis[image: External link]



	2003
	Najat Benssallem
	Raja



	2004
	
Marco Luisi and Tommaso Ramenghi

	Lavorare con lentezza[image: External link]



	2005
	Menothy Cesar
	Heading South[image: External link]



	2006
	Isild Le Besco[image: External link]
	L'intouchable



	2007
	Hafsia Herzi[image: External link]
	The Secret of the Grain[image: External link]



	2008
	Jennifer Lawrence
	The Burning Plain[image: External link]



	2009
	Jasmine Trinca[image: External link]
	Il grande sogno[image: External link]



	2010
	Mila Kunis
	Black Swan



	2011
	
Shota Sometani[image: External link] and Fumi Nikaidō[image: External link]

	Himizu[image: External link]



	2012
	Fabrizio Falco
	Dormant Beauty[image: External link]



	2013
	Tye Sheridan[image: External link]
	Joe[image: External link]



	2014
	Romain Paul
	Le Dernier Coup de marteau[image: External link]



	2015
	Abraham Attah[image: External link]
	Beasts of No Nation[image: External link]



	2016
	Paula Beer[image: External link]
	Frantz[image: External link]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture






The Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture was first awarded by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association in 1944[image: External link] for a performance in a motion picture[image: External link] released in the previous year.

The formal title has varied since its inception; since 2005, the award has officially been called "Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role in a Motion Picture".

Notes:


	"†" indicates the winner of the Academy Award.

	"‡" indicates a Golden Globe Award-nominee who was nominated for an Academy Award.
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 1940s






	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	1943[image: External link]
	Katina Paxinou[image: External link] †
	Pilar
	For Whom the Bell Tolls[image: External link]



	1944[image: External link]
	Agnes Moorehead[image: External link] ‡
	Baroness Aspasia Conti
	Mrs. Parkington[image: External link]



	1945[image: External link]
	Angela Lansbury[image: External link] ‡
	Sibyl Vane
	The Picture of Dorian Gray[image: External link]



	1946[image: External link]
	Anne Baxter[image: External link] †
	Sophie MacDonald
	The Razor's Edge[image: External link]



	1947[image: External link]
	Celeste Holm[image: External link] †
	Anne Dettrey
	Gentleman's Agreement[image: External link]



	1948[image: External link]
	Ellen Corby[image: External link] ‡
	Aunt Trina
	I Remember Mama[image: External link]



	1949[image: External link]
	Mercedes McCambridge[image: External link] †
	Sadie Burke
	All the King's Men[image: External link]
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	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	1950[image: External link]
	Josephine Hull[image: External link] †
	Veta Louise Simmons
	Harvey[image: External link]



	Judy Holliday[image: External link]
	Doris Attinger
	Adam's Rib[image: External link]



	Thelma Ritter[image: External link] ‡
	Birdie Kumen
	All About Eve[image: External link]



	1951[image: External link]
	Kim Hunter[image: External link] †
	Stella Kowalski[image: External link]
	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link]



	Lee Grant[image: External link] ‡
	Shoplifter
	Detective Story[image: External link]



	Thelma Ritter[image: External link] ‡
	Ellen McNulty
	The Mating Season[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]
	Katy Jurado[image: External link]
	Helen Ramirez
	High Noon[image: External link]



	Mildred Dunnock[image: External link]
	Señora Espejo
	Viva Zapata![image: External link]



	Gloria Grahame[image: External link] †
	Rosemary Bartlow
	The Bad and the Beautiful[image: External link]



	1953[image: External link]
	Grace Kelly[image: External link] ‡
	Linda Nordley
	Mogambo[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link]
	Jan Sterling[image: External link] ‡
	Sally McKee
	The High and the Mighty[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link]
	Marisa Pavan[image: External link] ‡
	Rosa Delle Rose
	The Rose Tattoo[image: External link]



	1956[image: External link]
	Eileen Heckart[image: External link] ‡
	Hortense Daigle
	The Bad Seed[image: External link]



	Mildred Dunnock[image: External link] ‡
	Aunt Rose Comfort
	Baby Doll[image: External link]



	Marjorie Main[image: External link]
	The Widow Hudspeth
	Friendly Persuasion[image: External link]



	Dorothy Malone[image: External link] †
	Marylee Hadley
	Written on the Wind[image: External link]



	Patty McCormack[image: External link] ‡
	Rhoda Penmark[image: External link]
	The Bad Seed[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	Elsa Lanchester[image: External link] ‡
	Miss Plimsoll
	Witness for the Prosecution[image: External link]



	Mildred Dunnock[image: External link]
	Miss Elsie Thornton
	Peyton Place[image: External link]



	Hope Lange[image: External link] ‡
	Selena Cross[image: External link]
	Peyton Place[image: External link]



	Heather Sears[image: External link]
	Esther Costello
	The Story of Esther Costello[image: External link]



	Miyoshi Umeki[image: External link] †
	Katsumi Kelly
	Sayonara[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	Hermione Gingold[image: External link]
	Madame Alvarez
	Gigi[image: External link]



	Peggy Cass[image: External link] ‡
	Agnes Gooch
	Auntie Mame[image: External link]



	Wendy Hiller[image: External link] †
	Pat Cooper
	Separate Tables[image: External link]



	Maureen Stapleton[image: External link] ‡
	Fay Doyle
	Lonelyhearts[image: External link]



	Cara Williams[image: External link] ‡
	Billy's Mother
	The Defiant Ones[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]
	Susan Kohner[image: External link] ‡
	Sarah Jane (age 18)
	Imitation of Life[image: External link]



	Edith Evans[image: External link]
	Rev. Mother Emmanuel (Belgium)
	The Nun's Story[image: External link]



	Estelle Hemsley[image: External link]
	Grandma 'Gram' Martin
	Take a Giant Step[image: External link]



	Juanita Moore[image: External link] ‡
	Annie Johnson
	Imitation of Life[image: External link]



	Shelley Winters[image: External link] †
	Petronella Van Daan[image: External link]
	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link]
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	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	1960[image: External link]
	Janet Leigh[image: External link] ‡
	Marion Crane[image: External link]
	Psycho[image: External link]



	Ina Balin[image: External link]
	Natalie Benzinger
	From the Terrace[image: External link]



	Shirley Jones[image: External link] †
	Lulu Bains
	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]



	Shirley Knight[image: External link] ‡
	Reenie Flood
	The Dark at the Top of the Stairs[image: External link]



	Mary Ure[image: External link] ‡
	Clara Dawes
	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]
	Rita Moreno[image: External link] †
	Anita
	West Side Story[image: External link]



	Fay Bainter[image: External link] ‡
	Amelia Tilford
	The Children's Hour[image: External link]



	Judy Garland[image: External link] ‡
	Irene Hoffman Wallner
	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]



	Lotte Lenya[image: External link] ‡
	Contessa
	The Roman Spring of Mrs. Stone[image: External link]



	Pamela Tiffin[image: External link]
	Scarlett Hazeltine
	One, Two, Three[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]
	Angela Lansbury[image: External link] ‡
	Mrs. Iselin
	The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link]



	Patty Duke[image: External link] †
	Helen Keller[image: External link]
	The Miracle Worker[image: External link]



	Hermione Gingold[image: External link]
	Eulalie Mackechnie Shinn
	The Music Man[image: External link]



	Shirley Knight[image: External link] ‡
	Heavenly Finley
	Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link]



	Susan Kohner[image: External link]
	Martha Freud[image: External link]
	Freud[image: External link]



	Gabriella Pallotta[image: External link]
	Rosalba Massimo
	The Pigeon That Took Rome[image: External link]



	Martha Raye[image: External link]
	Lulu
	Billy Rose's Jumbo[image: External link]



	Kaye Stevens[image: External link]
	Nurse Didi
	The Interns[image: External link]



	Jessica Tandy[image: External link]
	Mrs. Adams
	Hemingway's Adventures of a Young Man[image: External link]



	Tarita Teriipaia[image: External link]
	Maimiti
	Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]
	Margaret Rutherford[image: External link] †
	The Duchess of Brighton
	The V.I.P.s[image: External link]



	Diane Baker[image: External link]
	Emily Stratman
	The Prize[image: External link]



	Joan Greenwood[image: External link]
	Lady Bellaston
	Tom Jones[image: External link]



	Wendy Hiller[image: External link]
	Anna Berniers
	Toys in the Attic[image: External link]



	Linda Marsh[image: External link]
	Thomna Sinnikoglou
	America, America[image: External link]



	Patricia Neal[image: External link] †

won Academy Award for Best Actress
	Alma Brown
	Hud[image: External link]



	Liselotte Pulver[image: External link]
	Sonya
	A Global Affair[image: External link]



	Lilia Skala[image: External link] ‡
	Mother Maria
	Lilies of the Field[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	Agnes Moorehead[image: External link] ‡
	Velma Cruther
	Hush… Hush, Sweet Charlotte[image: External link]



	Elizabeth Ashley[image: External link]
	Monica Winthrop
	The Carpetbaggers[image: External link]



	Grayson Hall[image: External link] ‡
	Judith Fellowes
	The Night of the Iguana[image: External link]



	Lila Kedrova[image: External link] †
	Madame Hortense
	Zorba the Greek (Alexis Zorbas)[image: External link]



	Ann Sothern[image: External link]
	Sue Ellen Gamadge
	The Best Man[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]
	Ruth Gordon[image: External link] ‡
	Mrs. Clover / The Dealer
	Inside Daisy Clover[image: External link]



	Joan Blondell[image: External link]
	Lady Fingers
	The Cincinnati Kid[image: External link]



	Joyce Redman[image: External link] ‡
	Emilia[image: External link]
	Othello[image: External link]



	Thelma Ritter[image: External link]
	Bertha
	Boeing (707) Boeing (707)[image: External link]



	Peggy Wood[image: External link] ‡
	Mother Abbess
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]



	1966[image: External link]
	Jocelyne LaGarde[image: External link] ‡
	Queen Malama
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	Sandy Dennis[image: External link] †
	Honey
	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]



	Vivien Merchant[image: External link] ‡
	Lily
	Alfie[image: External link]



	Geraldine Page[image: External link] ‡
	Margery Chanticleer
	You're a Big Boy Now[image: External link]



	Shelley Winters[image: External link]
	Ruby
	Alfie[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]
	Carol Channing[image: External link] ‡
	Muzzy Van Hossmere
	Thoroughly Modern Millie[image: External link]



	Quentin Dean[image: External link]
	Delores Purdy
	In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]



	Lillian Gish[image: External link]
	Mrs. Smith
	The Comedians[image: External link]



	Lee Grant[image: External link]
	Leslie Colbert
	In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]



	Prunella Ransome[image: External link]
	Fanny Robin
	Far from the Madding Crowd[image: External link]



	Beah Richards[image: External link] ‡
	Mrs. Prentice
	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]



	1968[image: External link]
	Ruth Gordon[image: External link] †
	Minnie Castevet
	Rosemary's Baby[image: External link]



	Barbara Hancock[image: External link]
	Susan the Silent
	Finian's Rainbow[image: External link]



	Abbey Lincoln[image: External link]
	Ivy Moore
	For Love of Ivy[image: External link]



	Sondra Locke[image: External link] ‡
	Mick Kelly
	The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter[image: External link]



	Jane Merrow[image: External link]
	Alys, Countess of the Vexin[image: External link]
	The Lion in Winter[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	Goldie Hawn[image: External link] †
	Toni Simmons
	Cactus Flower[image: External link]



	Marianne McAndrew[image: External link]
	Irene Molloy
	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]



	Siân Phillips[image: External link]
	Ursula Mossbank
	Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link]



	Brenda Vaccaro[image: External link]
	Shirley
	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]



	Susannah York[image: External link] ‡
	Alice LeBlanc
	They Shoot Horses, Don't They?[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	1970[image: External link]
	Karen Black[image: External link] ‡
	Rayette Dipesto
	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]



	Maureen Stapleton[image: External link] ‡
	Inez Guerrero
	Airport[image: External link]



	Tina Chen[image: External link]
	Nyuk Tsin
	The Hawaiians[image: External link]



	Lee Grant[image: External link] ‡
	Joyce Enders
	The Landlord[image: External link]



	Sally Kellerman[image: External link] ‡
	Margaret O'Houlihan[image: External link]
	M*A*S*H[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	Ann-Margret[image: External link] ‡
	Bobbie
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link]



	Ellen Burstyn[image: External link] ‡
	Lois Farrow
	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]



	Cloris Leachman[image: External link] †
	Ruth Popper
	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]



	Diana Rigg[image: External link]
	Barbara Drummond
	The Hospital[image: External link]



	Maureen Stapleton[image: External link]
	Karen Nash
	Plaza Suite[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	Shelley Winters[image: External link] ‡
	Belle Rosen
	The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link]



	Marisa Berenson[image: External link]
	Natalia Landauer
	Cabaret[image: External link]



	Jeannie Berlin[image: External link] ‡
	Lila Kolodny
	The Heartbreak Kid[image: External link]



	Helena Kallianiotes[image: External link]
	Jackie Burdette
	Kansas City Bomber[image: External link]



	Geraldine Page[image: External link] ‡
	Gertrude
	Pete 'n' Tillie[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	Linda Blair[image: External link] ‡
	Regan MacNeil[image: External link]
	The Exorcist[image: External link]



	Valentina Cortese[image: External link] ‡
	Severine
	Day for Night (La nuit américaine)[image: External link]



	Madeline Kahn[image: External link] ‡
	Trixie Delight
	Paper Moon[image: External link]



	Kate Reid[image: External link]
	Claire
	A Delicate Balance[image: External link]



	Sylvia Sidney ‡
	Mrs. Pritchett
	Summer Wishes, Winter Dreams[image: External link]



	1974[image: External link]
	Karen Black[image: External link]
	Myrtle Wilson[image: External link]
	The Great Gatsby[image: External link]



	Beatrice Arthur[image: External link]
	Vera Charles
	Mame[image: External link]



	Jennifer Jones[image: External link]
	Lisolette Mueller
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link]



	Madeline Kahn[image: External link]
	Elizabeth
	Young Frankenstein[image: External link]



	Diane Ladd[image: External link] ‡
	Flo Castleberry
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	Brenda Vaccaro[image: External link] ‡
	Linda Riggs
	Jacqueline Susann's Once Is Not Enough[image: External link]



	Ronee Blakley[image: External link] ‡
	Barbara Jean
	Nashville[image: External link]



	Geraldine Chaplin[image: External link]
	Opal
	Nashville[image: External link]



	Lee Grant[image: External link] †
	Felicia Karpf
	Shampoo[image: External link]



	Barbara Harris[image: External link]
	Albuquerque
	Nashville[image: External link]



	Lily Tomlin[image: External link] ‡
	Linnea Reese
	Nashville[image: External link]



	1976[image: External link]
	Katharine Ross[image: External link]
	Mira Hauser
	Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]



	Lee Grant[image: External link] ‡
	Lili Rosen
	Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]



	Marthe Keller[image: External link]
	Elsa Opel
	Marathon Man[image: External link]



	Piper Laurie[image: External link] ‡
	Margaret White[image: External link]
	Carrie[image: External link]



	Bernadette Peters[image: External link]
	Vilma Kaplan
	Silent Movie[image: External link]



	Shelley Winters[image: External link]
	Fay Lapinsky
	Next Stop, Greenwich Village[image: External link]



	1977[image: External link]
	Vanessa Redgrave[image: External link] †
	Julia
	Julia[image: External link]



	Ann-Margret[image: External link]
	Lady Booby
	Joseph Andrews[image: External link]



	Joan Blondell[image: External link]
	Sarah Goode
	Opening Night[image: External link]



	Leslie Browne[image: External link] ‡
	Emilia Rodgers
	The Turning Point[image: External link]



	Quinn Cummings[image: External link] ‡
	Lucy McFadden
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]



	Lilia Skala[image: External link]
	Rosa
	Roseland[image: External link]



	1978[image: External link]
	Dyan Cannon ‡
	Julia Farnsworth
	Heaven Can Wait[image: External link]



	Carol Burnett[image: External link]
	Tulip Brenner
	A Wedding[image: External link]



	Maureen Stapleton[image: External link] ‡
	Pearl
	Interiors[image: External link]



	Meryl Streep ‡
	Linda
	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]



	Mona Washbourne[image: External link]
	Aunt
	Stevie[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Meryl Streep †
	Joanna Kramer
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link]



	Jane Alexander[image: External link] ‡
	Margaret Phelps
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link]



	Kathleen Beller[image: External link]
	Elizabeth (Buffy) Koenig
	Promises in the Dark



	Candice Bergen[image: External link] ‡
	Jessica Potter
	Starting Over[image: External link]



	Valerie Harper[image: External link]
	Faye Medwick
	Chapter Two[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	1980[image: External link]
	Mary Steenburgen[image: External link] †
	Lynda Dummar
	Melvin and Howard[image: External link]



	Lucie Arnaz[image: External link]
	Molly Bell
	The Jazz Singer[image: External link]



	Beverly D'Angelo[image: External link]
	Patsy Cline[image: External link]
	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link]



	Cathy Moriarty[image: External link] ‡
	Vikki LaMotta[image: External link]
	Raging Bull[image: External link]



	Debra Winger[image: External link]
	Sissy Davis
	Urban Cowboy[image: External link]



	1981[image: External link]
	Joan Hackett[image: External link] ‡
	Toby Landau
	Only When I Laugh[image: External link]



	Jane Fonda[image: External link] ‡
	Chelsea Thayer Wayne
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]



	Kristy McNichol[image: External link]
	Polly Hines
	Only When I Laugh[image: External link]



	Maureen Stapleton[image: External link] †
	Emma Goldman[image: External link]
	Reds[image: External link]



	Mary Steenburgen[image: External link]
	Mother
	Ragtime[image: External link]



	1982[image: External link]
	Jessica Lange[image: External link] †
	Julie Nichols
	Tootsie[image: External link]



	Cher[image: External link]
	Sissy
	Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean[image: External link]



	Lainie Kazan[image: External link]
	Belle Carroca
	My Favorite Year[image: External link]



	Kim Stanley[image: External link] ‡
	Lillian Farmer
	Frances[image: External link]



	Lesley Ann Warren[image: External link] ‡
	Norma Cassady
	Victor Victoria[image: External link]



	1983[image: External link]
	Cher[image: External link] ‡
	Dolly Pelliker
	Silkwood[image: External link]



	Barbara Carrera[image: External link]
	Fatima Blush
	Never Say Never Again[image: External link]



	Tess Harper[image: External link]
	Rosa Lee
	Tender Mercies[image: External link]



	Linda Hunt[image: External link] †
	Billy Kwan
	The Year of Living Dangerously[image: External link]



	Joanna Pacuła[image: External link]
	Irina Asanova
	Gorky Park[image: External link]



	1984[image: External link]
	Peggy Ashcroft[image: External link] †
	Mrs. Moore
	A Passage to India[image: External link]



	Drew Barrymore[image: External link]
	Casey Brodsky
	Irreconcilable Differences[image: External link]



	Kim Basinger[image: External link]
	Memo Paris
	The Natural[image: External link]



	Jacqueline Bisset[image: External link]
	Yvonne Firmin
	Under the Volcano[image: External link]



	Melanie Griffith[image: External link]
	Holly Body
	Body Double[image: External link]



	Christine Lahti[image: External link] ‡
	Hazel
	Swing Shift[image: External link]



	Lesley Ann Warren[image: External link]
	Gilda
	Songwriter[image: External link]



	1985[image: External link]
	Meg Tilly[image: External link] ‡
	Sister Agnes
	Agnes of God[image: External link]



	Sônia Braga[image: External link]
	Leni Lamaison / Marta / Spider Woman
	Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link]



	Anjelica Huston[image: External link] †
	Maerose Prizzi
	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]



	Amy Madigan[image: External link] ‡
	Sunny
	Twice in a Lifetime[image: External link]



	Kelly McGillis[image: External link]
	Rachel Lapp
	Witness[image: External link]



	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] ‡
	Sofia Johnson
	The Color Purple[image: External link]



	1986[image: External link]
	Maggie Smith[image: External link] ‡
	Charlotte Bartlett
	A Room with a View[image: External link]



	Linda Kozlowski[image: External link]
	Sue Charlton
	Crocodile Dundee[image: External link]



	Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio[image: External link] ‡
	Carmen
	The Color of Money[image: External link]



	Cathy Tyson[image: External link]
	Simone
	Mona Lisa[image: External link]



	Dianne Wiest[image: External link] †
	Holly
	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]



	1987[image: External link]
	Olympia Dukakis[image: External link] †
	Rose Castorini
	Moonstruck[image: External link]



	Norma Aleandro[image: External link] ‡
	Florencia
	Gaby: A True Story[image: External link]



	Anne Archer[image: External link] ‡
	Beth Gallagher
	Fatal Attraction[image: External link]



	Anne Ramsey ‡
	Mrs. Lift
	Throw Momma from the Train[image: External link]



	Vanessa Redgrave[image: External link]
	Peggy Ramsay
	Prick Up Your Ears[image: External link]



	1988[image: External link]
	Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] ‡
	Katharine Parker
	Working Girl[image: External link]



	Sônia Braga[image: External link]
	Madonna Mendez
	Moon Over Parador[image: External link]



	Barbara Hershey[image: External link]
	Mary Magdalene[image: External link]
	The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link]



	Lena Olin[image: External link]
	Sabina
	The Unbearable Lightness of Being[image: External link]



	Diane Venora[image: External link]
	Chan Parker[image: External link]
	Bird[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Julia Roberts[image: External link] ‡
	Shelby Eatenton Latcherie
	Steel Magnolias[image: External link]



	Bridget Fonda[image: External link]
	Mandy Rice-Davies[image: External link]
	Scandal[image: External link]



	Brenda Fricker[image: External link] †
	Mrs. Brown
	My Left Foot[image: External link]



	Laura San Giacomo[image: External link]
	Cynthia Bishop
	Sex, Lies, and Videotape[image: External link]



	Dianne Wiest[image: External link] ‡
	Helen Buckman
	Parenthood[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	1990[image: External link]
	Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link] †
	Oda Mae Brown
	Ghost[image: External link]



	Lorraine Bracco[image: External link] ‡
	Karen Hill[image: External link]
	Goodfellas[image: External link]



	Diane Ladd[image: External link] ‡
	Marietta Fortune
	Wild at Heart[image: External link]



	Shirley MacLaine[image: External link]
	Doris Mann
	Postcards from the Edge[image: External link]



	Mary McDonnell[image: External link] ‡
	Stands With a Fist
	Dances with Wolves[image: External link]



	Winona Ryder[image: External link]
	Charlotte Flax
	Mermaids[image: External link]



	1991[image: External link]
	Mercedes Ruehl †
	Anne Napolitano
	The Fisher King[image: External link]



	Nicole Kidman[image: External link]
	Drew Preston
	Billy Bathgate[image: External link]



	Diane Ladd[image: External link] ‡
	Mother
	Rambling Rose[image: External link]



	Juliette Lewis[image: External link] ‡
	Danielle Bowden
	Cape Fear[image: External link]



	Jessica Tandy[image: External link] ‡
	Ninny Threadgoode
	Fried Green Tomatoes[image: External link]



	1992[image: External link]
	Joan Plowright[image: External link] ‡
	Mrs. Fisher
	Enchanted April[image: External link]



	Geraldine Chaplin[image: External link]
	Hannah Chaplin
	Chaplin[image: External link]



	Judy Davis[image: External link] ‡
	Sally
	Husbands and Wives[image: External link]



	Miranda Richardson[image: External link] ‡
	Ingrid Fleming
	Damage[image: External link]



	Alfre Woodard[image: External link]
	Chantelle
	Passion Fish[image: External link]



	1993[image: External link]
	Winona Ryder[image: External link] ‡
	May Welland
	The Age of Innocence[image: External link]



	Penelope Ann Miller[image: External link]
	Gail
	Carlito's Way[image: External link]



	Anna Paquin[image: External link] †
	Flora McGrath
	The Piano[image: External link]



	Rosie Perez[image: External link] ‡
	Carla Rodrigo
	Fearless[image: External link]



	Emma Thompson[image: External link] ‡
	Gareth Peirce[image: External link]
	In the Name of the Father[image: External link]



	1994[image: External link]
	Dianne Wiest[image: External link] †
	Helen Sinclair
	Bullets Over Broadway[image: External link]



	Kirsten Dunst
	Claudia[image: External link]
	Interview with the Vampire[image: External link]



	Sophia Loren[image: External link]
	Isabella de la Fontaine
	Prêt-à-Porter[image: External link]



	Uma Thurman[image: External link] ‡
	Mia Wallace
	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]



	Robin Wright[image: External link]
	Jenny Curran
	Forrest Gump[image: External link]



	1995[image: External link]
	Mira Sorvino[image: External link] †
	Linda Ash
	Mighty Aphrodite[image: External link]



	Anjelica Huston[image: External link]
	Mary
	The Crossing Guard[image: External link]



	Kathleen Quinlan[image: External link] ‡
	Marilyn Lovell
	Apollo 13[image: External link]



	Kyra Sedgwick[image: External link]
	Emma Rae King
	Something to Talk About[image: External link]



	Kate Winslet[image: External link] ‡
	Marianne Dashwood[image: External link]
	Sense and Sensibility[image: External link]



	1996[image: External link]
	Lauren Bacall[image: External link] ‡
	Hannah Morgan
	The Mirror Has Two Faces[image: External link]



	Joan Allen ‡
	Elizabeth Proctor[image: External link]
	The Crucible[image: External link]



	Juliette Binoche[image: External link] †
	Hana
	The English Patient[image: External link]



	Barbara Hershey[image: External link] ‡
	Madame Serena Merle
	The Portrait of a Lady[image: External link]



	Marianne Jean-Baptiste[image: External link] ‡
	Hortense Cumberbatch
	Secrets & Lies[image: External link]



	Marion Ross[image: External link]
	Rosie Dunlop
	The Evening Star[image: External link]



	1997[image: External link]
	Kim Basinger[image: External link] †
	Lynn Bracken
	L.A. Confidential[image: External link]



	Joan Cusack[image: External link] ‡
	Emily Montgomery
	In & Out[image: External link]



	Julianne Moore[image: External link] ‡
	Amber Waves
	Boogie Nights[image: External link]



	Gloria Stuart ‡
	Rose Calvert
	Titanic[image: External link]



	Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	Janey Carver
	The Ice Storm[image: External link]



	1998[image: External link]
	Lynn Redgrave[image: External link] ‡
	Hanna
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link]



	Kathy Bates[image: External link] ‡
	Libby Holden
	Primary Colors[image: External link]



	Brenda Blethyn[image: External link] ‡
	Mari Hoff
	Little Voice[image: External link]



	Judi Dench[image: External link] †
	Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link]
	Shakespeare in Love[image: External link]



	Sharon Stone[image: External link]
	Gwen Dillon
	The Mighty[image: External link]



	1999[image: External link]
	Angelina Jolie †
	Lisa Rowe
	Girl, Interrupted[image: External link]



	Cameron Diaz[image: External link]
	Lotte Schwartz
	Being John Malkovich[image: External link]



	Catherine Keener[image: External link] ‡
	Maxine Lund
	Being John Malkovich[image: External link]



	Samantha Morton ‡
	Hattie
	Sweet and Lowdown[image: External link]



	Natalie Portman
	Ann August
	Anywhere But Here[image: External link]



	Chloë Sevigny[image: External link] ‡
	Lana Tisdel[image: External link]
	Boys Don't Cry[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Actress
	Character
	Film



	2000[image: External link]
	Kate Hudson[image: External link] ‡
	Penny Lane
	Almost Famous[image: External link]



	Judi Dench[image: External link] ‡
	Armande Voizin
	Chocolat[image: External link]



	Frances McDormand[image: External link] ‡
	Elaine Miller
	Almost Famous[image: External link]



	Julie Walters[image: External link] ‡
	Sandra Wilkinson
	Billy Elliot[image: External link]



	Catherine Zeta-Jones[image: External link]
	Helena Ayala
	Traffic[image: External link]



	2001[image: External link]
	Jennifer Connelly[image: External link] †
	Alicia Nash
	A Beautiful Mind[image: External link]



	Cameron Diaz[image: External link]
	Julie Gianni
	Vanilla Sky[image: External link]



	Helen Mirren[image: External link] ‡
	Mrs. Wilson
	Gosford Park[image: External link]



	Maggie Smith[image: External link] ‡
	Constance Trentham
	Gosford Park[image: External link]



	Marisa Tomei[image: External link] ‡
	Natalie Strout
	In the Bedroom[image: External link]



	Kate Winslet[image: External link] ‡
	Iris Murdoch[image: External link]
	Iris[image: External link]



	2002[image: External link]
	Meryl Streep ‡
	Susan Orlean[image: External link]
	Adaptation.[image: External link]



	Kathy Bates[image: External link] ‡
	Roberta Hertzel
	About Schmidt[image: External link]



	Cameron Diaz[image: External link]
	Jenny Everdeane
	Gangs of New York[image: External link]



	Queen Latifah[image: External link] ‡
	Matron "Mama" Morton
	Chicago[image: External link]



	Susan Sarandon[image: External link]
	Mimi Slocumb
	Igby Goes Down[image: External link]
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	Renée Zellweger[image: External link] †
	Ruby Thewes
	Cold Mountain[image: External link]



	Maria Bello[image: External link]
	Natalie Belisario
	The Cooler[image: External link]



	Patricia Clarkson ‡
	Joy Burns
	Pieces of April[image: External link]



	Hope Davis[image: External link]
	Joyce Brabner[image: External link]
	American Splendor[image: External link]



	Holly Hunter[image: External link] ‡
	Melanie Freeland
	Thirteen[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	Natalie Portman ‡
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	Closer[image: External link]



	Cate Blanchett[image: External link] †
	Katharine Hepburn[image: External link]
	The Aviator[image: External link]



	Laura Linney[image: External link] ‡
	Clara McMillen[image: External link]
	Kinsey[image: External link]



	Virginia Madsen[image: External link] ‡
	Maya Randall
	Sideways[image: External link]



	Meryl Streep
	Eleanor Shaw
	The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link]
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	Rachel Weisz[image: External link] †
	Tessa Quayle
	The Constant Gardener[image: External link]
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	Nola Rice
	Match Point[image: External link]



	Shirley MacLaine[image: External link]
	Ella Hirsch
	In Her Shoes[image: External link]



	Frances McDormand[image: External link] ‡
	Glory Dodge
	North Country[image: External link]



	Michelle Williams[image: External link] ‡
	Alma Beers Del Mar
	Brokeback Mountain[image: External link]
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	Jennifer Hudson[image: External link] †
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	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
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	Babel[image: External link]



	Cate Blanchett[image: External link] ‡
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	Notes on a Scandal[image: External link]
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	Emily Charlton
	The Devil Wears Prada[image: External link]
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	Babel[image: External link]
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	Cate Blanchett[image: External link] ‡
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	I'm Not There[image: External link]
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	Joanne Herring[image: External link]
	Charlie Wilson's War[image: External link]



	Saoirse Ronan[image: External link] ‡
	Briony Tallis
	Atonement[image: External link]



	Amy Ryan[image: External link] ‡
	Helene McCready
	Gone Baby Gone[image: External link]



	Tilda Swinton †
	Karen Crowder
	Michael Clayton[image: External link]



	2008[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet[image: External link] †

won Academy Award for Best Actress
	Hanna Schmitz
	The Reader[image: External link]



	Amy Adams[image: External link] ‡
	Sister James
	Doubt[image: External link]



	Penélope Cruz[image: External link] †
	María Elena
	Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link]



	Viola Davis[image: External link] ‡
	Mrs. Miller
	Doubt[image: External link]



	Marisa Tomei[image: External link] ‡
	Cassidy / Pam
	The Wrestler[image: External link]



	2009[image: External link]
	Mo'Nique[image: External link] †
	Mary Lee Johnston
	Precious[image: External link]



	Penélope Cruz[image: External link] ‡
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	Nine[image: External link]



	Vera Farmiga[image: External link] ‡
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	Up in the Air[image: External link]



	Anna Kendrick[image: External link] ‡
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	Up in the Air[image: External link]
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	A Single Man[image: External link]
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	2010[image: External link]
	Melissa Leo[image: External link] †
	Alice Eklund-Ward
	The Fighter[image: External link]



	Amy Adams[image: External link] ‡
	Charlene Fleming
	The Fighter[image: External link]



	Helena Bonham Carter[image: External link] ‡
	Queen Elizabeth[image: External link]
	The King's Speech[image: External link]



	Mila Kunis
	Lily / The Black Swan
	Black Swan



	Jacki Weaver[image: External link] ‡
	Janine "Smurf" Cody[image: External link]
	Animal Kingdom[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	Octavia Spencer[image: External link] †
	Minny Jackson
	The Help[image: External link]



	Bérénice Bejo[image: External link] ‡
	Peppy Miller
	The Artist[image: External link]



	Jessica Chastain ‡
	Celia Foote
	The Help[image: External link]



	Janet McTeer[image: External link] ‡
	Hubert Page
	Albert Nobbs[image: External link]



	Shailene Woodley[image: External link]
	Alexandra "Alex" King
	The Descendants[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Anne Hathaway †
	Fantine[image: External link]
	Les Misérables[image: External link]



	Amy Adams[image: External link] ‡
	Peggy Dodd
	The Master[image: External link]



	Sally Field[image: External link] ‡
	Mary Todd Lincoln[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]



	Helen Hunt[image: External link] ‡
	Cheryl Cohen-Greene[image: External link]
	The Sessions[image: External link]



	Nicole Kidman[image: External link]
	Charlotte Bless
	The Paperboy[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence ‡
	Rosalyn Rosenfeld
	American Hustle[image: External link]



	Sally Hawkins[image: External link] ‡
	Ginger
	Blue Jasmine[image: External link]



	Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link] †
	Patsey[image: External link]
	12 Years a Slave[image: External link]



	Julia Roberts[image: External link] ‡
	Barbara Weston-Fordham
	August: Osage County[image: External link]



	June Squibb[image: External link] ‡
	Kate Grant
	Nebraska[image: External link]



	2014[image: External link]
	Patricia Arquette[image: External link] †
	Olivia Evans
	Boyhood[image: External link]



	Jessica Chastain
	Anna Morales
	A Most Violent Year[image: External link]



	Keira Knightley[image: External link] ‡
	Joan Clarke[image: External link]
	The Imitation Game[image: External link]



	Emma Stone[image: External link] ‡
	Sam Thomson
	Birdman[image: External link]



	Meryl Streep ‡
	The Witch
	Into the Woods[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link]
	Kate Winslet[image: External link] ‡
	Joanna Hoffman[image: External link]
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]



	Jane Fonda[image: External link]
	Brenda Morel
	Youth[image: External link]



	Jennifer Jason Leigh ‡
	Daisy Domergue
	The Hateful Eight[image: External link]



	Helen Mirren[image: External link]
	Hedda Hopper[image: External link]
	Trumbo[image: External link]



	Alicia Vikander[image: External link]
	Ava
	Ex Machina[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Viola Davis[image: External link] †
	Rose Maxson
	Fences[image: External link]



	Naomie Harris[image: External link] ‡
	Paula
	Moonlight[image: External link]



	Nicole Kidman[image: External link] ‡
	Sue Brierley
	Lion[image: External link]



	Octavia Spencer[image: External link] ‡
	Dorothy Vaughan[image: External link]
	Hidden Figures[image: External link]



	Michelle Williams[image: External link] ‡
	Randi Chandler
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
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	Karen Black
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