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Faithful warrior parents, your love fused with Scripture and prayer cuts through the darkness as you battle for your prodigal’s return and restore your family through God’s love and grace.













Introduction





Before the first light of dawn, thoughts of your distant child burden your heart and consume your mind. Nights and days merge in a tumultuous whirl of fervent prayers and tears for your prodigal. My journey mirrors yours; my own three children once ventured far from the safety of faith. Each step away pierced my heart. Yet here I stand and declare a profound truth: hope is alive, and victory is possible.


I forged this book from my own trials and triumphs. Through my darkest hours, Scripture and prayers sustained me while I waited on God to restore my children to the light of Christ. These devotions contain God-inspired, soul-awakening truths from one warrior parent to another. They’re your rallying cry against despair, your spiritual sustenance in this relentless battle.


Hold tight to every promise that touches your heart. While the world offers temporary and quick fixes, we embrace the lasting power of Scripture, a mightier force than any worldly logic, and anchor our hope in God’s eternal promises. Mark the passages that challenge and then restore your faith, even as your prodigal roams. These words are your fuel, sparking fervent prayers and divinely guided dialogues and giving you strength when doubt tries to stop you. The storms may rage, but God is transforming our tearful pleas into joy. Today victory can be ours—now and forever!
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JANUARY 1


Testimony in the Trials





Do you ever wonder about the point of all the pain you experience? Can good really come out of your child’s rebellion? Check out Mark 5:20: “He went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed” (NASB). The man in this verse was once a total outcast plagued by demons. But when Jesus got hold of him, not only was the man transformed, but his story also became a catalyst for awe and faith in others.


What if the trials you and your wayward child are facing now are just the prelude to an amazing testimony? One that not only amazes but also draws others to hope and faith. All three of my prodigal children have testimonies of God delivering them from Satan. Now they are whole, healed, and free. Keep the faith, for today’s struggle is tomorrow’s testimony.


Your child’s story doesn’t have to end with rebellion. God is in the business of writing plot twists that blow our minds. So stand firm. You’re not fighting just for your child but for the fantastic story that will come out of this. Ready for the world to be amazed? Believe in Jesus’ power.


Dear Father, thank you for making a testimony out of my child’s trials and tests. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 2


A Good Father’s Gift





You may be in a rut, but even though it’s hard, you can find help in Luke 11:11–13.


Which one of you fathers will his son ask for a fish, and instead of a fish, he will give him a snake? Or he will even ask for an egg, and his father will give him a scorpion? So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? (NASB)


As you’re praying for your wayward child, let me reassure you: God’s not handing out snakes or scorpions. His gifts are good. And you’re not just asking for any gift; you’re asking for the Holy Spirit to intervene, to transform your child from the inside out.


Your prayers are not whispers in the wind; they’re a direct line to a Father who knows how to give good gifts. So let’s keep asking. Let’s expect miracles because, trust me, God’s in the business of exceeding expectations. When we ask for the Holy Spirit for our children, God is ready to pour it out because he is an even better parent than we are.


Dear Father, thank you for giving good gifts when I ask. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 3


Divine Detours





Have you ever felt like you’re banging your head against a wall when you’re trying to reach your wayward child? Even when you follow a careful plan, your efforts fall short. Let’s look at Acts 16:7 for encouragement. “When they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them” (ESV). Here we see that even Paul and his team faced divine detours. They had plans, but the Spirit of Jesus said, Not that way.


I know it’s tough. Your plan is mapped out—interventions, tough love, ultimatums. But what if God is redirecting you for a reason? Divine detours aren’t roadblocks. They’re rerouting you to something better. Maybe you’ve been praying fervently for your child and want to charge ahead to fix things. But God might be whispering, Take a step back and let me lead. The Spirit knows what’s up. Maybe it’s not the right time for that tough conversation, or perhaps a better opportunity for reconciliation is coming.


Trust the process and the planner. You’re not in this alone. God has your back. Keep praying, keep believing, and be open to God’s detours. They often lead to divine destinations.


Dear Father, thank you for leading the way as I pray for my child’s victory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 4


A Light in Dark Moments





Look, there’s no sugarcoating it—parenting a wayward child is a journey marred with sleepless nights and endless worry. But Isaiah 30:18 tells us,


The LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.


For the LORD is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him. (NASB)


Isn’t that just like God? When everything seems out of control, he’s actually setting the stage for his grace and mercy. God isn’t late; he’s divinely timely. He waits for the perfect moment to intervene in such a way that we know it was he and he alone.


Your child might be lost in the world right now, but understand this: God is waiting for the perfect moment to show his mercy, to turn their life around in a way that only he can. If your child turns to him with longing, God’s not just going to save them, but he’s also going to make it a grand display of his grace. God’s timing is always perfect even when our patience is running thin. His grace and compassion have the power to leave everyone in awe.


Dear Father, thank you for your grace, which can cover my child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 5


Divine Fire





Today let’s talk fire—divine fire, to be precise. Look at 1 Kings 18:38.


The fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood, and the stones and the dust; and it licked up the water that was in the trench. (NASB)


Picture Elijah alone against 450 prophets of Baal, outnumbered but never outpowered. Why? Because God showed up in a blaze of glory, consuming everything.


Now let’s switch gears to you. As you stare down harmful influences, negative friends, or destructive habits in your child’s life, you might feel outnumbered, but remember that you’re never outpowered with God on your side. God’s fire didn’t just burn Elijah’s sacrifice; it also consumed everything. Talk about thorough! God wants to do the same in your child’s life by destroying what has led them astray.


Just like Elijah had to prepare the altar before the fire fell, you must keep laying down your prayers and tears. Prepare the ground for God to move. When the fire of God falls, it won’t leave anything untouched. Expect a miraculous change and know that the God who answered Elijah with fire will answer you too.


Dear Father, thank you for burning off anything that hinders my child’s freedom. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 6


A New DNA





Today let’s jump right into 1 John 3:9: “No one who has been born of God practices sin, because His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin continually, because he has been born of God” (NASB). This powerful verse hits where it hurts with our wayward kids. But it’s not a condemnation; it’s an invitation to understand God’s transformational power.


As parents, we’ve planted seeds in our children—values, love, lessons, and prayers. But there’s another seed we may have overlooked: God’s seed. When we know Christ, our spiritual DNA changes. God’s seed now abides in us, urging righteousness. What does this mean for prodigals? If your child once knew God but is now lost, remember that God’s seed is still there, able to be revived. Even if they’ve never known God, transformation is one divine encounter away. This should give us parents hope.


Transformation isn’t an overnight fix but a process. When God steps in, real change isn’t only possible; it’s also inevitable. Your child may be lost but not too far gone for a God whose seed changes essence. With God, nothing is impossible. Don’t give up hope or fighting. God’s seed has the power to transform lives.


Dear Father, thank you for the truth today that your people can’t remain in sin if they are born of you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 7


Miraculous Transformation





Do you believe your prodigal is too old for God to rescue? We see in Acts 4:22 that “the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old” (ESV). Peter and John healed a man who was over forty years old. Imagine the years of disappointment, heartache, and perhaps even resignation he and his family must have faced.


But God stepped in and changed everything—completely and miraculously. Like that man, your wayward child is never too old for a touch from God. Sometimes the struggle continues for years. Maybe you’re living with that kind of disappointment. Let’s not forget that forty years was a long wait for a miracle, yet God moved powerfully. Don’t lose hope. Don’t stop praying.


God specializes in turning the impossible into the possible. He takes the broken, lost, and disconnected and breathes life into them. Age is just a number. Time is just a measure. God’s power is limitless, and his timing is perfect. Your child might be a prayer away from their own Acts 4:22 moment. A miraculous transformation could be right around the corner. Let’s remember that God’s not finished yet.


Dear Father, thank you for this reassurance today that my child will never be too old for your touch. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 8


Unfailing Love from Above





The path we walk isn’t easy. Our hearts get stretched to their limits, yet somehow we still manage to find room for love. Isn’t that incredible? I think of Psalm 57:10: “Your steadfast love is great to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds” (ESV).


God’s love is as expansive as the sky. When you look up, don’t just look at clouds or stars; see a tangible reminder of how big God’s love is for you and your wayward child. God’s love is higher than the tallest mountain you could climb in your struggle. No matter how far your child strays, they can’t outdistance God’s love. His faithfulness stretches way past the limits of our vision. If his love reaches the heavens, it can reach that dark pit where your child might be and pull your child into his marvelous light.


Even in the darkest moments, especially when you don’t feel it, God’s love remains unchanging, unfailing. It’s not a fleeting emotion; it’s a rock-solid promise. That love is the fuel you need to keep pressing forward. Use that unfathomable love as your touchstone in this battle. Let it fill you with hope and guide your steps. Your love for your child is powerful, but God’s love is unstoppable.


Dear Father, thank you for your unchanging and eternal love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 9


A Parent’s Cry Heard





Do you feel like your pleas for your wayward child are just ricocheting off the heavens? Lean into Matthew 20:32–33: “Jesus stopped and called them, and said, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ They said to Him, ‘Lord, we want our eyes to be opened’” (NASB).


Here’s the powerful truth: Jesus stopped. Amid the crowd, the noise, and the chaos, he stopped and listened to the cries of the blind men. Why? Because he heard a sincere cry for help. Do you feel like you’re amid your own turmoil, battling for your child’s soul? The Savior is tuned in to your cries too. But he’s not just hearing; he’s also asking, What do you want me to do for you?


So be specific. Name what you’re asking God to do for your child and trust that Jesus is stopping to listen, just like he did with the blind men. Keep the faith. He hears you and is poised to act. Get ready. You might find your child’s “eyes” being opened in ways you never imagined. Remember this scene in your darkest moments, when it feels like your prayers are vanishing into thin air. Jesus isn’t distant. He’s attentive and caring.


Dear Father, thank you for showing me today that you hear my cries for help for my child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 10


A Reality Check for Parents





While you’re caught between praying and relentlessly sacrificing for your child, you might find yourself wondering, Why isn’t God hearing me? I’ve been good. You can feel like you’re on an endless roller coaster when trying to please God by works alone. Luke 13:26–27 reminds us not to mistake familiarity with Jesus for a real, soul-deep relationship. “You will begin saying, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets!’ And yet He will say, ‘I do not know where you are from’” (NASB). Following Christ isn’t about going through religious motions. God sees the heart! He knows when we’re genuine in our faith and when we’re ticking spiritual checkboxes.


So as you fight for your child, get honest with God. No shortcuts, no compromises. Your relationship with him must be the main event, not a sideshow. When you are real with God, he gets real in your situation. Authenticity breeds miracles, dear parent.


Get your knees dirty in prayer. Open that worn Bible. Start speaking life over your child and see what happens. God can show up when you least expect him but most need him. Your authenticity could be the breakthrough you’ve been waiting for.


Dear Father, thank you for allowing me to come to you just as I am and for always being there. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 11


The God of Impossibilities





Do things look impossible? We see it’s not true in Luke 18:27, where Jesus said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God” (NASB). Isn’t that just a soul soother for any parent battling for their wayward child?


You’ve probably tried everything—conversations, interventions, and maybe even therapy. At times, it might feel like you’re fighting an impossible battle. Many parents have been there. That feeling of desperation is your cue to look up.


God specializes in the impossible. He’s not limited by the constraints that limit us. You might be staring at a wall so high you can’t see the top, but God sees what’s on the other side. Your kid might be in a pit so deep you can’t reach them, but God can. So take a step back and let the God of impossibilities do his thing. Hand over the reins. You don’t have to carry this burden alone. Remember, you’re not the Savior; he is. Your job is to trust, believe, and hope against hope. With God, nothing is truly lost, and nothing is impossible.


Dear Father, thank you that even though my child is in the pit of sin and disobedience, nothing is impossible with you. You can turn their life around, rescue them, and heal them. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 12


The Heart of the Gospel





Do you ever wonder if God loves us in our disobedience? We see in John 3:16–17 that


God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but so that the world might be saved through Him. (NASB)


These verses are the cornerstone of our faith, the essence of the gospel. They’re powerful, reminding us of God’s unimaginable love and the lengths to which he goes to save us, including our wayward and prodigal kids, when we believe in him.


Think about it: God’s love isn’t a passive emotion. It’s a love that sacrifices, a love that gave us Jesus. And why? So that “everyone who believes” won’t just survive but will have eternal life. That’s the hope we can cling to.


And let’s not skip verse 17. God didn’t send Jesus to condemn but to save. There’s hope and redemption available, not just judgment. That should fuel our prayers for our kids who’ve lost their way. They’re not too far gone; they’re exactly who Jesus came for.


Dear Father, thank you for the saving power of Jesus and the hope for eternity with you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 13


Brokenness before Breakthrough





If you feel like you’re at the end of your rope, then Psalm 51:17 was written just for you. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (ESV). Listen up because this is pivotal. Your tears and your aching heart are not signs of weakness. They’re the kinds of sacrifices God does not overlook. God doesn’t despise your broken spirit; he’s magnetized to it. Your openness and vulnerability before God pave the way for his divine intervention.


Sometimes when you’re most broken, God does his best work. It’s like you’re clearing away all the barriers, all the I-can-handle-this-on-my-own attitudes, and saying, God, I desperately need you. That’s when God steps in. That’s when miracles happen.


Maybe your child is walking a path you never dreamed of by making choices that tear at your heart. Your brokenness invites God to step in and work wonders you can’t even imagine. Keep laying your heart out before him. Keep being honest about your hurt, your disappointment, and your fears. Your heartache is a catalyst for God’s action. Don’t underestimate the power of a broken and contrite heart.


Dear Father, thank you for loving me even when I’m broken. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 14


Nothing’s Too Big for God





Let’s unpack Matthew 19:26: “Looking at them, Jesus said to them, ‘With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible’” (NASB). Parenting is tough. We encounter times when we think, I can’t do this. It’s too much. My child’s turnaround seems impossible! That’s when Jesus’ words hit home. He told us that even when things look impossible, there’s always a way with God.


Think about it. Those moments when you feel stuck or unsure how to help your child or what direction to go are exactly when God steps in. He turns our can’t into can and our impossible into watch this.


This promise from Jesus is like a secret strength. You can know that no matter how big the problem, God is bigger. So when you’re worried or unsure about your child’s future, remember that you’re not figuring it out alone. God is right beside you, and he is in it with you, making the impossible possible. Let’s keep it simple: trust God. He’s got this. Whatever you’re facing with your prodigal, no problem is too big for God.


Dear Father, thank you for reminding me today of this powerful promise that nothing is too big for you to turn around. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 15


Divine Intercession





I know you’re fighting a spiritual battle for your child, but do you wonder if your prayers are making a dent? Let’s look into a story about powerful prayer in 1 Samuel 12:17–18.


“Is it not the wheat harvest today? I will call to the LORD, that He will send thunder and rain. Then you will know and see that your wickedness is great which you have done in the sight of the LORD, by asking for yourselves a king.” So Samuel called to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. (NASB)


These verses show something remarkable. Samuel called on the Lord for thunder and rain as a sign, and God responded immediately. Then the people realized their sinfulness.


What if the “thunder and rain” in your situation are loud, unmistakable acts of God that capture your child’s attention? Your persistent prayers could lead to divine intercession, waking your child to their need for God. Sometimes it takes a downpour before people seek shelter. It might take a divine thunderclap for your child to see the gravity of their choices. Keep praying. Samuel’s prayer shook a nation. Imagine what your prayers could do.


Dear Father, thank you for showing me that you answer prayers in mighty ways. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 16


Angelic Aid





Do you feel like you’re walking through a desert, alone and worn out, while you’re fighting for your child’s soul? You’re in good company. Let’s dive into Matthew 4:11: “The devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to serve Him” (NASB). Even Jesus, after being tempted by Satan, needed a pause, a moment of divine care. Though you’ve been in battle mode for what feels like an eternity, don’t forget that God sends reinforcements.


There are seasons when the fight feels unbearable, when the Enemy’s taunts echo loudly. But remember that divine help is on the way for you. Just as angels rushed to Jesus’ side, they’re also ready to rush to yours, equipped by the one who has ultimate victory in his hands.


As you pray and fight for your child, also allow God’s messengers to minister to you. Your strength is being renewed, and you are not alone in this battle for your child’s heart. God has your back, and victory is possible. Hold the line, parent. Heaven is on the move.


Dear Father, thank you for your heavenly angels, who are always ready to rush to my aid in seasons of war. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 17


Armed for the Battle





How we need the armor of God! You gain many advantages by wearing God’s armor, as seen in 1 Thessalonians 5:8: “Since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation” (ESV). When fighting for a prodigal child, this armor isn’t just poetic language; it’s also your daily clothing. The breastplate of faith and love protects your most vital organ—your heart. Why? Because your heart is what pumps out all your life-giving energies to the rest of your being. Don’t allow despair to puncture that breastplate. Keep faith and love alive because God hasn’t given up on your child, so why should you?


Now to the helmet of hope. If faith and love protect your heart, then hope safeguards your mind. It’s easy to get lost in your thoughts, wondering where you went wrong or what you could’ve done differently. Please don’t go there; it’s a trap. Instead, focus on hope, the sure expectation that God is still in control and that he’s working behind the scenes. This battle requires full armor, and God has fully equipped you for victory against Satan!


Dear Father, thank you for providing your armor and strength. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 18


Awakening the Peace





Are you in a storm today with your wayward child? Let’s plunge into Luke 8:24.


They came up to Jesus and woke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And He got up and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm. (NASB)


Do you ever experience what the disciples were feeling? When the storm is raging, it can seem like Jesus is asleep on the job. But let’s get one thing straight: Jesus is never absent, never asleep on your needs or your heartache. Sometimes he’s just waiting for us to wake him up with our desperate calls for help. When the disciples cried out, Jesus immediately rose and calmed the storm. And he can do the same for you.


You’re never alone in the tempest. When you’re up late worrying, remember that a word from Jesus can still every storm—even the ones raging in your family. Cry out to him, wake him up with your pleas, and let him bring peace into your chaos. The master of the storm is with you. Keep calling out, for peace is just on the horizon.


Dear Father, thank you for the promise that no matter what storm I face with my child, you will give me calm and peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 19


Battle of Desires





Do you ever feel like you are falling into sin yourself? Let’s dig into 1 Peter 2:11, which says, “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul” (ESV). As parents fighting for our wayward kids, we often feel like sojourners and exiles—out of place in a world that doesn’t understand our struggle. Our hearts ache, and letting emotions control us is so tempting, but this can lead us to make decisions based on fear, desperation, or even anger.


But Peter reminded us that these “passions of the flesh” wage war against our soul. They pull us away from God’s best for us and our family. You might feel the desire to bend your rules, overlook unacceptable behavior, or even question your principles. But remember, this is a war against circumstances and influences that aim to derail you and your family from God’s path (Ephesians 6:12).


So how do we abstain from these passions? First, we anchor ourselves in God’s Word. Second, we continue in prayer, asking for wisdom and strength. Last, we surround ourselves with a community of faith, with people who remind us who we are and whose we are.


Dear Father, thank you for helping me make better life decisions today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 20


Becoming Imitators of God





Don’t forget that we parents are God’s children too. Because we are, Ephesians 5:1 tells us we can “be imitators of God, as beloved children” (ESV). What a call to action! Paul was telling us to mimic God. Why is this such a critical point for parents battling for their prodigals? Let’s face it: if we want our wayward children to come back to the light, we have to shine it brightly in their lives. And nothing shines brighter than being an imitator of God. When you radiate his love, mercy, and patience, these characteristics become a beacon that can guide them home. It’s like using a spiritual GPS!


Now I get it: imitating God sounds overwhelming. But remember, you’re already his beloved child, and he has given you his Holy Spirit. So you’re equipped for this even if you don’t always feel like it.


Dear friends, your actions often speak louder than your words. The closer you draw to God, the brighter your beacon becomes, calling your lost one back home. It’s like being a lighthouse in the fog of their confusion and rebellion. So let’s get our shine on and be those imitators of God, attracting our kids back to the Father’s heart.


Dear Father, thank you for helping me look and act more like you today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 21


Behind the Veil





Have you ever wondered what’s happening behind the veil? Don’t be deceived. A spiritual battle of good versus evil is going on every day. Job 1:7 gives us an intriguing glimpse. “The LORD said to Satan, ‘From where do you come?’ Satan answered the LORD and said, ‘From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it’” (NASB).


You might feel overwhelmed by the dark influences looming over your wayward child. But remember, even Satan had to report back to God. This might seem like a heavyweight boxing match for your child’s soul, but God has the final say.


Look, what you see isn’t the whole story. There’s a spiritual realm where battles are fought, and God has never lost a fight. So as you stand firm in the clash for your prodigal, know that the Enemy can only go so far. God has the reins. Nothing happens without passing through the hands of our mighty God first. Hold on to that and keep fighting the good fight. Amid the chaos and confusion, remember that God’s power supersedes all. Your prayers, faith, and love are mighty weapons in this unseen warfare.


Dear Father, thank you that the devil must answer to you and that you have the final say for my child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 22


Belief and Healing





Do you struggle to maintain faith in your child’s turnaround? Build your faith with John 4:50: “Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your son will live.’ The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way” (ESV). This verse tells of a father’s belief in Jesus’ words, which led to the healing of his son. It’s a profound lesson in faith and the power of belief.


As parents of prodigals, we often find ourselves in a similar position, hoping for a change or healing in our children’s lives. This Scripture passage reminds us that faith plays a crucial role in this process. Our belief in God’s ability to transform our children is vital. Like the father in this passage, we must take Jesus at his word, trusting in his promises for our children’s lives. This doesn’t mean ignoring the reality of the situation. Instead, it’s about seeing beyond current struggles and believing in the potential for God’s work in our children.


Our faith can be a powerful force. Believe in your child’s ability to change and hold on to the hope that, through faith, healing and transformation are possible.


Dear Father, thank you for increasing my belief that my troubled child can be healed. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 23


Finding Joy amid the Struggle





Let’s talk about joy. Yeah, I know. It’s a strange topic when your heart is aching for your wayward child. But listen, there’s a promise here for you. Psalm 5:11 says, “Rejoice, all who take refuge in You, sing for joy forever! And may You shelter them, that those who love Your name may rejoice in You” (NASB). God invites us to find refuge in him. And you know what comes with that refuge? Joy. No, this is not the fleeting happiness that changes with circumstances but a deep-seated joy rooted in knowing that God has you. He’s your shelter in this storm you’re going through.


So here’s the challenge. Even amid the struggle, allow yourself to sing for joy. I know it sounds counterintuitive, but there’s power in declaring joy over your life and your child’s life. Remember, God promises to shelter you and those who love his name. Your joy doesn’t deny your current hardship, but it’s a powerful statement of faith that God is with you even when your prodigal strays far from home. Joy may seem distant, but it’s closer than you think. Take refuge in God and watch how he shelters your heart and works miracles in your family.


Dear Father, thank you for the joy in your refuge. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 24


Blessings in the Heavenly Places





Are you in need of a blessing today? Ephesians 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” (ESV). Did you catch that? Every spiritual blessing!


Now I know what you’re thinking. My child is wayward; where’s my blessing in that? But stay with me here. The key word is spiritual. It’s easy to forget our spiritual arsenal in the middle of the chaos. And let me tell you that it’s stacked! You have power in prayer, authority in your words, and God’s promises in your corner. Just because you can’t see immediate change doesn’t mean the spiritual realm isn’t shaking. Your prayers are not in vain. They deposit those blessings from heavenly places right into your life, even if you can’t see them yet.


So in those desperate moments, remember this: you’re blessed to be a blessing, even for your wayward child. All those spiritual blessings? Use them as your secret weapons. Don’t lose heart, warriors. Your spiritual blessings have a real-world impact.


Dear Father, thank you for all the blessings you have given me and continue to give graciously. Help me be a blessing to my family. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 25


Bold Confidence in Crisis





Are you up late again worrying about your wayward child? Sometimes it is hard to be bold. Let’s draw strength from Hebrews 13:6: “We can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” (ESV). As parents, we often let fear and what-ifs consume us. The Enemy tries to whisper lies, saying our kids are beyond saving or that we’ve failed them too deeply. But hold on a minute! Our verse for today blasts those lies apart.


Confidence doesn’t stem from perfect parenting or even perfect kids. It comes from knowing that the Lord is your helper. Picture it: God Almighty, the creator of heaven and earth, is your personal helper in this battle for your child’s soul. So what if the world writes off your kid as a “bad influence” or “hopeless”? What can a person’s opinion do when the creator of all is actively helping you? Zero. Zilch. Nada.


When you feel isolated or defeated, speak this verse aloud. Declare your trust in your heavenly helper and watch how his perfect love casts out fear. Stand firm and remember that no one gets the last word on your child except God.


Dear Father, thank you for being my helper. I am never alone in the war. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 26


Equipped against Fear





Let’s talk about fear. It’s the Enemy’s favorite tool to keep us paralyzed, especially regarding our wayward children. We fear for their choices, their health, their very souls. But today let’s kick that fear to the curb. Second Timothy 1:7 says, “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control” (ESV). So if God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, where’s it coming from? Not from him! Instead, he has armed us with power, love, and self-control. And that’s a tool kit any parent would dream of.


Use that power to pray, fiercely breaking chains you can’t see. Use that love to keep your heart soft toward your child even when your nerves are frayed. And that self-control? That’s your secret weapon. It keeps you steady, guiding your words and actions and helping you pick your battles wisely.


God has already equipped you with everything you need for the warfare you’re facing. Lean into his power, love, and self-control. You have more backup than you can possibly imagine. Through God’s goodness, we can be brave.


Dear Father, thank you that fear must let go and leave in your presence. Thank you for equipping me with everything I need to win the war for my child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 27


The Final Sacrifice





Do you ever feel like you’re running in circles trying to fix things? Maybe you’ve been hustling to correct your child’s path, and let’s be honest: it’s draining. You’re doing the work, but the peace you seek seems elusive. Hebrews 10:10 cuts right through this cycle of endless striving. “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (ESV). This verse tells us that we’ve been made holy—set apart, sanctified—through Jesus Christ’s offering of himself, not for just a moment but “once for all.”


The incredible thing is that this will cover your child, too, when your child is also saved. You don’t have to make them perfect. You can’t. Jesus did what we could never do. He made the final sacrifice that covers all sin, failures, and shortcomings of those who believe in him.


Embrace this truth today: there’s no act, no ritual, and certainly no amount of parental worry that can make your child holy. Only Jesus can. Take that burden off your shoulders and place it at his feet, knowing that his one-time sacrifice has the power to change eternal destinies.


Dear Father, thank you that the death and resurrection of Jesus covered all the sins of your followers yesterday, today, and tomorrow. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 28


Breaking Through the Blinding Darkness





Do you ever wonder why your kid can’t see the obvious? How do they continue down this destructive path despite all the red flags? The Bible clearly shows us the answer in 2 Corinthians 4:4.


In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (ESV)


Your child’s actions aren’t just the result of teen rebellion or a phase; they’re also caused by spiritual blindness. The god of this world—Satan—covers your child’s eyes. He’s doing his best to keep them in the dark. But here’s the good news: God specializes in opening eyes and turning on lights. Just as God said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), and there was light, he can light up your child’s world with the truth.


Don’t lose hope. Keep praying those powerhouse prayers that shatter the darkness. Your child may be blind now, but they’re just one miracle away from seeing the light. Hold on to hope, reclaim what’s been lost, and be confident that the gospel never stops shining its light.


Dear Father, thank you for loving me enough to show me the light of your goodness and for doing the same for my child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 29


Broken Hearts, Open Ears





Are you feeling crushed under the weight of your child’s choices? Let’s look at Psalm 34:17: “When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles” (ESV). When it says “all,” it means all. Not some, not most, but every last one of your troubles. This is the heart of a God who doesn’t put conditions on his compassion. You cry out, and he hears. It’s that simple.


Maybe you’re thinking, I’ve been crying out for a long time, and I’m still waiting. I get it. But never mistake God’s timing for his absence. He has heard you and is moving—even if you can’t see his actions yet. God is often working behind the scenes, deep in the heart, and though we can’t see anything happening, he is moving.


So keep crying out for help as you trust God. Your voice isn’t lost in the ether; divine ears catch it. Stay open. You’re closer to deliverance than you think. God hears broken hearts like they’re the loudest thing in the room. He will answer your cries of deliverance. Don’t give up and don’t give in. God has you.


Dear Father, thank you for hearing all my cries for deliverance. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 30


Eternal Gains





Have you ever asked yourself, What’s the point? as you tirelessly battle for your child’s soul? Let Matthew 16:26 sharpen your perspective. “What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?” (ESV). This verse is a reality check for any parent seduced by the idea that worldly success can replace spiritual health. I know it’s easy to get sidetracked, wishing for good grades, great jobs, or social status for your kid. But none of that compares to the value of their eternal souls.


Don’t get me wrong; wanting the best for your kid isn’t bad. But when you’re tempted to put spiritual matters on the back burner, remember that eternity outweighs any temporary gain. Your unyielding prayers and stubborn faith may not bring instant results, but they’re an investment in the everlasting. Keep the faith. This is a long game, and what you’re fighting for is infinitely more precious than anything this world offers. Stay focused, for the eternal stakes couldn’t be higher. In this pursuit, balancing life’s demands is essential while keeping spiritual growth at the forefront.


Dear Father, thank you for promising that your followers will spend eternity with you and leave this evil, dark world behind. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


 











JANUARY 31


Build Faith through Prayer





Do you need to build your faith? We see how in verses 20–21 of Jude, which tell us,


You, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. (NASB)


Now isn’t that just what we need to hear? We all can get discouraged, especially when dealing with our rebellious children. The fear, the sleepless nights, and the constant battles can wear down even the most steadfast parent. But here’s the real deal: faith isn’t built in the calm but in the chaos. When you’re facing yet another setback with your child, when the Enemy whispers that all hope is lost, you must dig deep. Pray in the Holy Spirit. Let your prayers rise like sweet incense. Let them go where you can’t, touching the heart of God and your child’s soul.


You see, you’re not throwing words into the void. You’re connecting with the one true God, who is over the whole world and can set things right. Build up that most holy faith. Why? Because your prayers hold power. Because faith is the weapon that the Enemy can’t stand. And with God, we’re not just fighting; we’re winning.


Dear Father, thank you for building up my faith when I pray for the deliverance of my child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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