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I was excited to hear that Cheryl was writing a devotional called Miracles of Jesus. For the believer, Jesus’ miracles are a constant reminder of His supreme power while foreshadowing the greatest of His miracles—His death and resurrection. Cheryl does a terrific job guiding the reader on this journey into Jesus’ life and lordship, illustrating the importance of Jesus’ miracles and their significance to the gospel. Jesus’ acts of miracles serve as a road map to His ministry. Mark 1:15 tells us that Jesus performed many miracles, demonstrating His power over nature and spirits, and thus confirming that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Let Cheryl’s insight and passion for Jesus guide you to discovering Christ’s compassion for humanity. It is my prayer that this devotional will provide rich insight and bring comfort to your soul!


—JUDD BRANNON, director of the film Champion
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FOREWORD



Devotional books strengthen authentic faith when they center the reader’s thoughts upon Jesus Christ and root the reader’s heart in God’s Word. I am thankful to God that Cheryl Sharpe has provided the church one of those! Too often modern devotionals offer contemplative thoughts from the author and lose the gospel at the core. God’s gospel is too great for us to set our hearts upon any person’s mystical musings to start our day. Joyfully, this book sets the very words of God in front of us at the beginning of each chapter.


This devotional uniquely asks the reader to meditate on one of Jesus’ miracles each day. These miracles unveil the majesty and sovereign power of our Lord and Savior. We gain a glimpse of the glory of God in the face of Jesus as we consider His miraculous works when He walked the earth. In a short space, we are given opportunity to meditate upon the content of each miracle, consider practical applications from each miracle, pray the message of the miracle into our lives, and finally jot down a few thoughts or prayers of our own. Each daily reading readies our soul to start our day communing with the living God who loves us and gave His Son for us.


I pray this book will be used to draw you deeper into the worship of our great Triune God.


—Dr. Ritch Boerckel, senior pastor,
Bethany Baptist Church near Peoria, Illinois





INTRODUCTION



Miracles either happened or they did not. What was the common denominator that prompted Jesus to perform the miracles that He did? Was it for personal gain? Recognition? Perhaps because He loved people so much? That’s what I wanted to find out. Answering those questions became my heart’s desire—my quest.


So I set out on my quest to study Jesus’ New Testament miracles. I couldn’t find anywhere in the Bible where Jesus performed a miracle for personal gain. His miracles were motivated by worthy intentions. They were instantaneous, they were done in front of witnesses, and they were always done in love—a feeling of compassion or concern by Jesus was apparent in each of His miracles.


I respect how Jesus interacted with people, revealing their measure of faith, forgiving their sin; and in an instant, drastically changing their purpose in life by placing them on the path of righteousness. I found He always demonstrated His unconditional love for humanity; an attribute He wants us to share as willingly as He does.


I invite you to read the truths that were revealed to me as I journeyed on my quest. Welcome to Miracles of Jesus, a forty-day devotional that strives to reveal the deep love Jesus had for people as He walked among us.


As you read the daily Scripture passages, may your heart fill with His love as you experience the richness of His works.


In the “Going Deeper” section, it is my desire that you glean insightful truths about our Lord Jesus.


“Personal Reflection” is your chance to reflect back on your life choices. As your heart prompts, please take the time to journal. A question has been posed to help get you started.


A “Prayer” and “Today’s Truth” is included as a starting point for your worship time with God.


By reading the occasional poems, it is my hope you capture an inspired glimpse into these miraculous events.


May your mind crave more personal time with our Savior as you delve into His Word. May God continue to encourage and bless you on your journey with Him. I pray this devotional will encourage you in your daily walk with the Lord. The miracles of our Lord and Savior have touched the very core of my faith, and it is with pleasure that I share my heart with you.


—C. K. Sharpe
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The Birth of Jesus the Messiah


The Miracle of God’s Presence with Us


MATTHEW 1:18–25 NLT


This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.


As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”


All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:


“Look! The virgin will conceive a child!


She will give birth to a son,


and they will call him Immanuel,


which means ‘God is with us.’”


When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus.


GOING DEEPER



The world would never be the same after Jesus’ birth. God had come to earth in human form, not with a crown on His head, but humbly as a baby named Jesus. Every attribute, every point of character was that of God. His virgin mother brought to term the King that her nation had been promised for hundreds of years. He was wrapped in humble cloths and laid in a manger.


Salvation had come manifested in the birth of this Godchild. Proof of this was made clear to the eye and mind on that starlit night in Bethlehem of Judea.


A humble few were given the good news and went to see the birth of the Messiah that night. How great the curiosity of the shepherds must have been; and perhaps, their eternal need for a Savior prompted them to see for themselves this “good news of great joy.” A new King had been born.


Just as the shepherds sought out and paid homage to the newborn King of the Jews, Jesus seeks us today. Just as so many wise men and women sought and found Him so long ago, you too can seek and find Him today.


PERSONAL REFLECTION



Imagine looking down into the manger at little baby Jesus, knowing that lying there in that crude resting place was a child that would someday turn the world upside down.


What internal tug causes your heart to seek out Jesus today? Perhaps there is a longing built inside your soul that cries out for a Savior—the Messiah, the Lord—and draws you to that Godchild born so long ago. May your heart cry out with praise as you reflect on a baby born with the “soul purpose” of becoming a God-man—the One destined to be the Savior of the World.


In what area of your life do you need saving today?


PRAYER





Father, I approach your throne right now in awe of your great generosity. There are no words adequate to express the appreciation I have as I think about the life-changing birth that happened so long ago. Your love is limitless. You proved it to a world in need of a Savior by sending your Son as a newborn baby.


I give you all my praise for the birth of King Jesus and your great plan of salvation. Thank you for sending us the Redeemer of sins, and the hope of our rebirth in you. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.
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Jesus Turns Water into Wine


The Miracle of Faith


JOHN 2:1–11 NLT


The next day there was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told him, “They have no more wine.”


“Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”


But his mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”


Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had been filled, he said, “Now dip some out, and take it to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants followed his instructions.


When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the bridegroom over. “A host always serves the best wine first,” he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the less expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!”


This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him.


GOING DEEPER



The wine was to last throughout the weeklong wedding feast, but the beverage ran out. There were many distinguished guests and teachers in attendance, and the bride and groom would suffer disgrace and embarrassment from this social blunder. A woman pointed to a man and told the servants to obey whatever He asked of them.


They went to that man and then did as He requested. Later, they would hear more about this man named Jesus. They would probably never forget the day they had filled the pots with water and watched as the water was transformed into wine; the best wine served at the celebration.


Jesus’ disciples would not forget that day either, but for an entirely different reason. This day was the first time they witnessed Jesus’ divine nature. As His power was revealed to them, the disciples placed their faith in Him.


Jesus’ desire continues today to turn weak faith into strong faith, just as He did with the disciples—one faith-building experience at a time.


PERSONAL REFLECTION



In what circumstances have you found yourself in a position of not knowing where to go for help in a difficult situation? You know that God is your provider, but did you realize He is the source, He is the point of origin, and He is always ready to give His best to you? Have faith; dear one, He is willing to meet your needs.


So do as Jesus’ mother did. Hurriedly and with unwavering expectations run straight to the source of power for help.


God will take your seemingly impossible problems and resolve them if you only ask. Prayer is your direct line of communication to a loving God—a God that can work a miracle in your life. Dear one, let not your faith be found lacking. Jesus always gives His best. He is the provider of all your needs: spiritually, emotionally, physically, and materially.


Hear Him saying, “Ask! I want you to ask!” If you would like to see God work in your life more often, ask more often.


With what faith-filled experience has God blessed you?


PRAYER





Father, thank you for always giving your best. I desire to give you my best, my full energy. I ask that you increase my belief one faith-building experience at a time as Jesus did with His disciples. Through your power, may I help advance your Kingdom with the amount of faith I have now. Please give me your grace as I serve you. Thank you for providing wise counsel according to your Word through bringing the right people, at the right time, into my life. Indeed, my cup runs over knowing you are my ever-present God. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.
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