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Melania Trump






Melania Trump (born Melanija Knavs[1] [mɛˈlaːnija ˈknaːu̯s][image: External link], April 26, 1970; Germanized to Melania Knauss[2]) is the current First Lady of the United States. Before marrying future President Donald Trump in 2005, she worked as a fashion model; by 2016 she considered herself a "full-time mom".[3]

She was born in the city of Novo Mesto in Slovenia[image: External link], then known as the Socialist Republic of Slovenia within Yugoslavia[image: External link]. She became a permanent resident of the United States in 2001, and obtained U.S. citizenship in 2006.

Trump is the first naturalized U.S. citizen to become First Lady, and the second one born overseas after Louisa Adams, who had been born in London to an American father.[4]



TOP
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 Early life




Melanija Knavs was born in Novo Mesto in the southeast of Slovenia, which was then part of Yugoslavia[image: External link],[5][6] on April 26, 1970.[7] She is a daughter of Amalija (née Ulčnik) and Viktor Knavs, who managed car and motorcycle dealerships for a state-owned vehicle manufacturer.[8][9] Her father was from the nearby town of Radeče.[8] Her mother came from the village of Raka,[10] and was a patternmaker at the children's clothing manufacturer "Jutranjka" in Sevnica.[8][11] When later working as a model, she changed the Slovene form of her last name Knavs to the German Knauss.[12]

She grew up in a modest apartment in a housing block in Sevnica, in Slovenia's Lower Sava Valley.[1] She has a sister[13] and an elder half-brother, whom she reportedly has never met,[14] from her father's previous relationship.[8][15] As the Communist Party in Slovenia upheld atheism, Melania's father did not sponsor her Christian sacraments of baptism or first communion.[16][17]

When she was a teenager, the family moved to a two-story house in Sevnica,[18] and as a high school student, she lived in a high-rise apartment in Ljubljana[image: External link]. Melanija attended the Secondary School of Design and Photography in Ljubljana,[19] and studied at the University of Ljubljana for one year before dropping out.[20][21][22] She speaks English, French, Italian, and German,[23] in addition to Serbo-Croatian and her native Slovene.[24]
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 Career and immigration to the United States




Knauss began modeling at age 5 and started doing commercials at 16,[25] when she posed for the Slovenian fashion photographer Stane Jerko.[26] At 18, she signed with a modeling agency in Milan, Italy.[27] She was named runner-up in the 1992 Jana Magazine "Look of the Year" contest, held in Ljubljana, which promised its top three contestants an international modeling contract.[5][8]

After attending the University of Ljubljana for one year,[28] she modeled for fashion houses in Milan and Paris, and relocated to New York City in 1996.[8][27] Her work began prior to receiving a legal work visa.[29][30] In the United States she appeared on the covers of In Style Weddings,[31] New York Magazine, Avenue,[32] Philadelphia Style,[33] Vanity Fair[34] and Vogue.[35] She modeled for the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue in 2000.[36] Her modeling career was associated with Irene Marie Management Group and Donald Trump's Trump Model Management.[37]

Applying as a model of "extraordinary ability", Melania obtained a green card and became a lawful permanent resident in 2001; she gained United States citizenship in 2006.[38]
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 Marriage




Melania moved to New York City in 1996[39] and met her future husband, Donald Trump, in September 1998 at a Fashion Week party in New York City. He had been separated from Marla Maples since May 1997, and entered a steady relationship with Melania;[1][40] the new couple gained attention after a 1999 interview on The Howard Stern Show.[41] In 2000 she appeared with Trump while he campaigned for that year's Reform Party[image: External link] presidential nomination.[41] Trump described their long courtship in 2005, and stated: "We literally have never had an argument, forget about the word 'fight' ... We just are very compatible. We get along."[40]

After becoming engaged in 2004, Melania married Trump in an Anglican service on January 22, 2005, at The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea in Palm Beach, Florida, followed by a reception in the ballroom at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate.[42][43] The event was attended by celebrities such as Katie Couric, Matt Lauer, Rudy Giuliani, Heidi Klum, Star Jones, P. Diddy, Shaquille O'Neal, Barbara Walters, Conrad Black[image: External link], Regis Philbin, Simon Cowell, Kelly Ripa, then-Senator Hillary Clinton, and former president Bill Clinton.[43][44] At the reception, Billy Joel serenaded the crowd with "Just the Way You Are" and supplied new lyrics to the tune of "The Lady Is a Tramp".[43] The Trumps' wedding ceremony and reception were widely covered by the media.[39] Melania wore a $200,000 dress made by John Galliano of the house of Christian Dior.[43]

On March 20, 2006,[45] Melania gave birth to their son Barron William Trump. She suggested his middle name, while her husband suggested his first name.[46]
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 Role in 2016 U.S. presidential election




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


In November 2015, when asked about her husband's presidential campaign, Trump said: "I encouraged him because I know what he will do and what he can do for America. He loves the American people and he wants to help them."[47] Trump played a relatively small role in her husband's campaign—atypical of spouses of presidential running mates.[48][49][50]

In July 2016, Trump's official website was redirected to Trump.com. On Twitter, she stated that her site was outdated and did not "accurately reflect [her] current business and professional interests".[51]

On July 18, 2016, Trump gave a speech at the 2016 Republican National Convention. The speech contained a paragraph that was nearly identical to a paragraph of Michelle Obama's speech at the 2008 Democratic National Convention.[52][53][54] When asked about the speech, Trump said she wrote the speech herself "with as little help as possible".[55] Two days later, Trump staff writer Meredith McIver took responsibility and apologized for the "confusion".[56]

In February 2017, Trump sued Mail Media, the owner of The Daily Mail, seeking $150 million in damages over an August 2016 article which falsely alleged that she had worked for an escort service during her modeling days. The Mail retracted the article, apologized, and printed the retraction from the blogger they were quoting, who said: "I had no legitimate factual basis to make these false statements and I fully retract them".[57] The lawsuit stated the article had ruined her "unique, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity" to establish "multimillion dollar business relationships for a multi-year term during which Plaintiff is one of the most photographed women in the world".[58] Her claim raised potential ethical questions, but the first lady is not an employee of the government and not a government official.[59] On February 18, the lawsuit was amended, removing the language about her earning potential and focusing instead on emotional distress.[60] In April 2017, the parties settled the lawsuit for $2.9 million.[61][62]

Five days before the election, she told a crowd of supporters in Pennsylvania: "Our culture has gotten too mean and too rough, especially to children and teenagers. It is never OK when a 12-year-old girl or boy is mocked, bullied, or attacked. It is terrible when that happens on the playground. And it is absolutely unacceptable when it is done by someone with no name hiding on the internet."[63] Regarding the contrast of her platform with her husband's use of Twitter during his campaign, Melania said shortly after the election that she had rebuked him "all the time" but that "he will do what he wants to do in the end".[64]
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 First Lady of the United States




Melania assumed the role of First Lady of the United States on January 20, 2017. She is the second foreign-born woman to hold this title (after Louisa Adams, wife of John Quincy Adams, who was born in 1775 in London to an American father and British mother).[65][66][67][68] She is the first First Lady to be a naturalized (rather than birthright) citizen of the United States,[69][70] the first to speak English as a second language,[71] and the first to be fluent in more than two languages (Serbo-Croatian, English, French, Italian, German, and her native Slovene).[23] At 5 feet 11 inches (1.80 m), she is also one of the tallest First Ladies to hold the office, tied with Michelle Obama and Eleanor Roosevelt.[72] She continued living in Trump Tower with her son Barron until the end of the 2016–17 school year,[73][74] and moved to the White House on June 11, 2017.[75]

Her Secret Service code name is "Muse" (beginning with the same letter as Trump's code name, "Mogul", per Secret Service tradition).[76]

When asked by The New York Times in 1999 what her role would be if Donald Trump were to become president, Melania replied: "I would be very traditional. Like Betty Ford or Jackie Kennedy."[9] In 2016, she told CNN her focus as First Lady would be to help women and children. She also said she would combat cyberbullying, especially among children, having quit social media herself due to the "negativity".[77]

The first White House event led by Trump was a luncheon for International Women's Day on March 8, 2017. Trump spoke to an audience of women about her life as a female immigrant, and about working towards gender equality both domestically and abroad, noting the role of education as a tool against gender inequality.[78][79][80]

In March 2017, Slovenia honored her by introducing "First Lady" wine, a red wine produced in the region near her hometown of Sevnica.[81]

In February 2017, at a Florida rally, Melania Trump led the crowd in the recitation of Lord's Prayer.[82][83] Later, during her and her husband's visit to Vatican City in May 2017, Trump revealed that she is a Catholic, the first Catholic to live in the White House since President John F. Kennedy and his wife Jackie over half a century earlier.[84][85]
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First Lady of the United States






For a complete list of the first ladies, see List of First Ladies of the United States.

"FLOTUS" redirects here. For the Lambchop album, see FLOTUS (album)[image: External link].

First Lady of the United States (FLOTUS)[1] is the informal but accepted title held by the wife of the President of the United States, concurrent with the president's term of office. Although the first lady’s role has never been codified or officially defined, she figures prominently in the political and social life of the nation.[2] Melania Trump is the current First Lady.

While the title was not in general use until much later, Martha Washington, the wife of George Washington[image: External link], the first U.S. President (1789–1797), is considered to be the inaugural First Lady of the United States. During her lifetime she was often referred to as "Lady Washington".[3]

Since the 1790s the role of first lady has changed considerably. It has come to include involvement in political campaigns, management of the White House, championship of social causes, and representation of the president at official and ceremonial occasions. Because first ladies now typically publish their memoirs, which are viewed as potential sources of additional information about their husbands’ administrations, and because the public is interested in these increasingly independent women in their own right, first ladies frequently remain a focus of attention long after their husbands’ terms of office have ended.[2] Additionally, over the years individual first ladies have held influence in a range of sectors, from fashion to public opinion on policy. Historically, should a president be unmarried, or a widower, the president usually asks a relative or friend to act as White House hostess.

There are five living former first ladies: Rosalynn Carter, wife of Jimmy Carter[image: External link]; Barbara Bush, wife of George H. W. Bush[image: External link]; Hillary Clinton, wife of Bill Clinton; Laura Bush, wife of George W. Bush[image: External link]; and Michelle Obama, wife of Barack Obama.
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 Origins of the title




The use of the title First Lady[image: External link] to describe the spouse or hostess of an executive began in the United States. In the early days of the republic, there was not a generally accepted title for the wife of the president. Many early first ladies expressed their own preference for how they were addressed, including the use of such titles as "Lady", "Mrs. President", and "Mrs. Presidentress"; Martha Washington was often referred to as "Lady Washington." One of the earliest uses of the term "First Lady" was applied to her in an 1838 newspaper article that appeared in the St. Johnsbury Caledonian, the author, "Mrs. Sigourney", discussing how Martha Washington had not changed, even after her husband George[image: External link] became president, wrote that "The first lady of the nation still preserved the habits of early life. Indulging in no indolence, she left the pillow at dawn, and after breakfast, retired to her chamber for an hour for the study of the scriptures and devotion".[4]

Dolley Madison was reportedly referred to as "First Lady" in 1849 at her funeral in a eulogy delivered by President Zachary Taylor[image: External link]; however, no written record of this eulogy exists, nor did any of the newspapers of her day refer to her by that title.[5] Sometime after 1849, the title began being used in Washington, D.C., social circles. One of the earliest known written examples comes from the November 3, 1863, diary entry of William Howard Russell[image: External link], in which he referred to gossip about "the First Lady in the Land," referring to Mary Todd Lincoln. The title first gained nationwide recognition in 1877, when newspaper journalist Mary C. Ames[image: External link] referred to Lucy Webb Hayes[image: External link] as "the First Lady of the Land" while reporting on the inauguration of Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link]. The frequent reporting on Lucy Hayes' activities helped spread use of the title outside Washington. A popular 1911 comedic play about Dolley Madison by playwright Charles Nirdlinger, titled The First Lady in the Land, popularized the title further. By the 1930s, it was in wide use. Use of the title later spread from the United States to other nations.

When Edith Wilson took control of her husband's schedule in 1919 after he had a debilitating stroke, one Republican senator labeled her "the Presidentress who had fulfilled the dream of the suffragettes by changing her title from First Lady to Acting First Man."[6]

The wife of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link] is sometimes referred to as the Second Lady of the United States[image: External link], but this title is much less common.
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 Non-spouses in the role




Several women[ specify[image: External link]] (at least thirteen) who were not presidents' wives have served as First Lady, as when the president was a bachelor or widower, or when the wife of the president was unable to fulfill the duties of the First Lady herself. In these cases, the position has been filled by a female relative or friend of the president, such as Martha Jefferson Randolph during Jefferson's presidency[image: External link], Emily Donelson and Sarah Yorke Jackson during Jackson's[image: External link], Mary Elizabeth (Taylor) Bliss[image: External link] during Taylor's[image: External link], Mary Harrison McKee during Benjamin Harrison[image: External link]'s presidency, upon her mother's death, Harriet Lane during Buchanan's[image: External link], and Rose Cleveland prior to Cleveland's[image: External link] marriage.
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 Role




The position of the First Lady is not an elected one and carries only ceremonial duties. Nonetheless, first ladies have held a highly visible position in American society.[7] The role of the First Lady has evolved over the centuries. She is, first and foremost, the hostess of the White House.[7] She organizes and attends official ceremonies and functions of state either along with, or in place of, the president. Lisa Burns identifies four successive main themes of the first ladyship: as public woman (1900–1929); as political celebrity (1932–1961); as political activist (1964–1977); and as political interloper (1980–2001).[8]

Martha Washington created the role and hosted many affairs of state at the national capital (New York and Philadelphia). This socializing became known as "the Republican Court" and provided elite women with an opportunity to play backstage political role.[9] Both Martha Washington and Abigail Adams were treated as if they were "ladies" of the British royal court.[7]

Dolley Madison popularized the First Ladyship by engaging in efforts to assist orphans and women, by dressing in elegant fashions and attracting newspaper coverage, and by risking her life to save iconic treasures during the War of 1812[image: External link]. Madison set the standard for the ladyship and her actions were the model for nearly every First Lady until Eleanor Roosevelt in the 1930s.[7] She traveled widely and spoke to many groups, often voicing personal opinions to the left of the president's. She authored a weekly newspaper column and hosted a radio show.[10] Jacqueline Kennedy led an effort to redecorate and restore the White House.[11]

Many first ladies became significant fashion trendsetters.[7] Some have exercised a degree of political influence by virtue of being an important adviser to the president.[7]

Over the course of the 20th century it became increasingly common for first ladies to select specific causes to promote, usually ones that are not politically divisive. It is common for the First Lady to hire a staff to support these activities. Lady Bird Johnson pioneered environmental protection and beautification.[12] Pat Nixon encouraged volunteerism and traveled extensively abroad; Betty Ford supported women's rights; Rosalynn Carter aided those with mental disabilities; Nancy Reagan founded the Just Say No[image: External link] drug awareness campaign; Barbara Bush promoted literacy; Hillary Clinton sought to reform the healthcare system in the U.S.; Laura Bush supported women's rights groups, and encouraged childhood literacy.[7] Michelle Obama has become identified with supporting military families and tackling childhood obesity.[13]

Near the end of her husband's presidency[image: External link], Clinton became the first First Lady to run for political office. During the campaign, her daughter, Chelsea[image: External link], took over much of the First Lady's role. Victorious, Clinton served as U.S. Senator[image: External link] from New York from 2001 to 2009, when she resigned in order to become President Obama's Secretary of State[image: External link]. Clinton was the Democratic Party[image: External link] nominee for President in the 2016 election[image: External link].
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 Office of the First Lady




For more details on this topic, see Office of the First Lady of the United States[image: External link].

The Office of the First Lady of the United States is accountable to the First Lady for her to carry out her duties as hostess of the White House, and is also in charge of all social and ceremonial events of the White House. The First Lady has her own staff that includes a chief of staff, press secretary, White House Social Secretary[image: External link], Chief Floral Designer[image: External link], etc. The Office of the First Lady is an entity of the White House Office, a branch of the Executive Office of the President[image: External link].[14] When First Lady Hillary Clinton decided to pursue a run for Senator of New York, she set aside her duties as first lady[15] and moved to Chappaqua, New York[image: External link] to establish state residency.[16] She resumed her duties as First Lady after winning her senatorial campaign,[17] and retained her duties as both first lady and U.S. Senator for the seventeen-day overlap before Bill Clinton's term came to an end.[18]

Despite the significant responsibilities usually handled by the First Lady, the First Lady does not receive a salary. This has been criticized by both Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama.[19]
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 Exhibitions and collections




Established in 1912, the First Ladies Collection has been one of the most popular attractions at the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link]. The original exhibition opened in 1914 and was one of the first at the Smithsonian to prominently feature women. Originally focused largely on fashion, the exhibition now delves deeper into the contributions of first ladies to the presidency and American society. In 2008, "First Ladies at the Smithsonian" opened at the National Museum of American History[image: External link] as part of its reopening year celebration. That exhibition served as a bridge to the museum's expanded exhibition on first ladies' history that opened on November 19, 2011. "The First Ladies" explores the unofficial but important position of first lady and the ways that different women have shaped the role to make their own contributions to the presidential administrations and the nation. The exhibition features 26 dresses and more than 160 other objects, ranging from those of Martha Washington to Michelle Obama, and includes White House china[image: External link], personal possessions and other objects from the Smithsonian's unique collection of first ladies' materials.[20]
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 First Lady and fashion




Some first ladies have garnered attention for their dress and style. Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link], for instance, became a global fashion icon: her style was copied by commercial manufacturers and imitated by many young women, and she was named to the International Best Dressed List[image: External link] Hall of Fame in 1965.[21][22] Michelle Obama has also received significant attention for her fashion choices: style writer Robin Givhan[image: External link] praised her in The Daily Beast[image: External link], arguing that the First Lady's style has helped to enhance the public image of the office.[23]
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 Living former First Ladies






As of January 20, 2017, there are five living former First Ladies, as seen below.
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	First Ladies: Influence & Image

	
First Ladies National Historic Site (Canton, Ohio[image: External link])

	List of current United States first spouses[image: External link]
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Incumbent






"Open seat" redirects here. For the tennis tournament, see Open SEAT[image: External link].

For the ecclesiastical office, see Incumbent (ecclesiastical)[image: External link].

The incumbent is the current holder of a political office[image: External link]. This term is usually used in reference to elections[image: External link], in which races can often be defined as being between an incumbent and non-incumbent(s). For example, in the 2012 United States presidential election[image: External link], Barack Obama was the incumbent, because he had been the president in the previous term while the election sought to determine the president for the current term. A race without an incumbent is referred to as an open seat.
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 Etymology




The word "incumbent" is derived from the Latin verb incumbere, literally meaning "to lean or lay upon" with the present participle stem incumbent-, "leaning a variant of encumber,[1] while encumber is derived from the root cumber,[2] most appropriately defined: "To occupy obstructively or inconveniently; to block fill up with what hinders freedom of motion or action; to burden, load."[3]
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 Incumbency advantage




In general, incumbents have structural advantages over challengers during elections[image: External link]. The timing of elections may be determined by the incumbent instead of a set schedule. For most political offices, the incumbent often has more name recognition[image: External link] due to their previous work in the office. Incumbents also have easier access to campaign finance[image: External link], as well as government resources (such as the franking privilege[image: External link]) that can be indirectly used to boost a campaign. An election (especially for a legislature[image: External link]) in which no incumbent is running is often called an open seat; because of the lack of incumbency advantage, these are often amongst the most hotly contested races in any election.

In the United States[image: External link], incumbents traditionally win their party's[image: External link] nomination to run for office. Unseating an incumbent president, governor, senator or other figure during a primary election[image: External link] is very difficult, and even in the general election, incumbents have a very strong record. For instance, the percentage of incumbents who win reelection after seeking it in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] has been over 80% for over 50 years, and is often over 90%.[4] However, this rate may be artificially inflated, as incumbents that feel unlikely to win may decline to run for reelection. Additionally, shifts in congressional districts due to reapportionment[image: External link] or other longer-term factors may make it more or less likely for an incumbent to win re-election over time. For example, a Democratic[image: External link] incumbent in historically conservative[image: External link] rural Texas[image: External link] would have less chance of winning than a Democratic incumbent in historically liberal[image: External link] New York City[image: External link], because Texas has shifted away from the Democratic Party in terms of voting while New York City has shifted toward the same party (see also Congressional stagnation in the United States[image: External link]).

When newcomers look to fill an open office, voters tend to compare and contrast the candidates' qualifications, issues positions and personal characteristics in a relatively straightforward way. Elections featuring an incumbent, on the other hand, are as Guy Molyneux puts it, "fundamentally a referendum on the incumbent."[5] Voters will first grapple with the record of the incumbent. Only if they decide to "fire" the incumbent do they begin to evaluate whether the challenger is an acceptable alternative.

A 2017 study argues that the incumbency advantage stems from the fact that voters evaluate the incumbent's ideology individually whereas they assume that the challenger shares the party's ideology.[6] This explains why higher-profile Senate races have less incumbency advantage than low-profile races in the Senate and the House of Representatives.[6] This also means that the incumbency advantage gets more significant as political polarization increases.[6]
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 Sophomore surge




Main article: Sophomore surge[image: External link]


Political analysts in the United States and United Kingdom have noted the existence of a sophomore surge[image: External link] in which first term representatives see an increase in votes in their first election. This phenomenon is said to bring an advantage of up to 10% for first term representatives, which increases the incumbency advantage.
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 Anti-incumbency




Main article: anti-incumbency[image: External link]


However, there exist scenarios in which the incumbency factor itself leads to the downfall of the incumbent. Popularly known as the anti-incumbency factor[image: External link], situations of this kind occur when the incumbent has proven himself not worthy of office during his tenure and the challenger demonstrates this to the voters. An anti-incumbency factor can also be responsible for bringing down incumbents who have been in office for many successive terms despite performance indicators, simply because the voters are convinced by the challenger of a need for change. Nick Panagakis, a pollster, coined what he dubbed the incumbent rule in 1989—that any voter who claims to be undecided towards the end of the election will probably end up voting for the challenger.[7]
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Donald John Trump (born June 14, 1946) is the 45th and current President of the United States[image: External link]. Before entering politics, he was a businessman and television personality.

Trump was born and raised in Queens[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], and earned an economics[image: External link] degree from the Wharton School[image: External link]. Later, he took charge of The Trump Organization, the real estate and construction firm founded by his paternal grandmother, which he ran for 45 years until 2016. During his real estate career, Trump built, renovated, and managed numerous office towers, hotels, casinos, and golf courses. Besides real estate, he started several side ventures and has licensed the use of his name for the branding of various products and properties, including Trump Entertainment Resorts[image: External link]. He was the founder of Trump University[image: External link]. He produced and hosted The Apprentice, a reality television series on NBC, from 2004 to 2015. His net worth was estimated to be $3.5 billion as of 2017, making him the 544th richest person in the world.

Trump first publicly expressed interest in running for political office in 1987. He won two Reform Party[image: External link] presidential primaries in 2000, but withdrew his candidacy early on. In June 2015, he launched his campaign for the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] and quickly emerged as the front-runner among seventeen candidates in the Republican primaries. His remaining opponents all suspended their campaigns by the end of May 2016, and in July he was formally nominated at the Republican National Convention along with Indiana governor Mike Pence[image: External link] as his running mate[image: External link]. Many of his campaign statements were controversial or false[image: External link], generating much free media coverage[image: External link].

Trump won the general election on November 8, 2016[image: External link], in a surprise victory against Democratic[image: External link] opponent Hillary Clinton and commenced his presidency on January 20, 2017. He became the oldest[image: External link] and wealthiest[image: External link] person ever to assume the presidency, the first without prior military or government service[image: External link], and the fifth[image: External link] to have won the election while losing the popular vote. His political positions have been described by scholars and commentators as populist[image: External link], protectionist[image: External link], and nationalist[image: External link].
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Further information: Trump family


Trump's ancestors originated from the German village of Kallstadt[image: External link], Palatinate[image: External link] on his father's side, and from the Outer Hebrides[image: External link] isles of Scotland on his mother's side. All his grandparents, and his mother, were born in Europe. His mother's grandfather was also christened "Donald".[2]

Trump's paternal grandfather, Friedrich Trump (later Frederick), first emigrated to the United States in 1885 at the age of 16, and became a citizen in 1892. He amassed a fortune operating boom-town restaurants and boarding houses in the Seattle area and the Klondike[image: External link] region of Canada, during the gold rush[image: External link].[3] On a visit to Kallstadt, he met Elisabeth Christ and married her in 1902. The couple settled in New York permanently in 1905.[4] Frederick died from influenza[image: External link] during the 1918 pandemic[image: External link].[5]

Trump's father Fred was born in 1905 in the Bronx[image: External link], and started working with his mother in real estate when he was 15, shortly after his father's death. Their company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, was primarily active in the New York boroughs[image: External link] of Queens[image: External link] and Brooklyn[image: External link]. Fred eventually built and sold thousands of houses, barracks and apartments.[5][6] The company would later become The Trump Organization after Donald Trump took over in 1971.[7]

Donald's mother Mary Anne was born in Tong, Lewis[image: External link], Scotland. In 1930, at age 18, she emigrated to New York where she worked as a maid.[8] Fred and Mary were married in 1936 and raised their family in Queens.[8][9]

Fred's brother John (Donald's uncle) became a physicist and inventor.[10]
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Donald Trump was born on June 14, 1946 at the Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Queens[image: External link], New York City. He was the fourth of five children born to Frederick Christ "Fred" Trump (1905–1999) and Mary Anne Trump[image: External link] (née MacLeod, 1912–2000).[13] His siblings are Maryanne (born 1937), Fred Jr. (1938–1981), Elizabeth (born 1942), and Robert (born 1948).

Trump grew up in the Jamaica Estates[image: External link] neighborhood of Queens, New York. He attended the Kew-Forest School[image: External link] from kindergarten through seventh grade. At age 13, Trump's parents enrolled him in the New York Military Academy[image: External link], after discovering Donald made frequent trips into Manhattan without permission.[14][15] In August 1964, Trump entered Fordham University[image: External link].[11][16] He transferred to the Wharton School[image: External link] of the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] two years later, because it offered one of the few real estate studies departments in United States academia at the time.[17][16]

In addition to his father, Trump was inspired by Manhattan developer William Zeckendorf[image: External link], vowing to be "even bigger and better".[18] While at Wharton, he worked at the family business, Elizabeth Trump and Son,[19] graduating in May 1968 with a Bachelor of Science degree[image: External link] in economics.[16][20][21]

Trump was not drafted during the Vietnam War[image: External link].[22] While in college from 1964 to 1968, he obtained four student deferments.[23] In 1966, he was deemed fit for service based upon a military medical examination, and in 1968 was briefly classified as fit by a local draft board, but was given a 1-Y medical deferment[image: External link] in October 1968,[24] attributed to heel spurs[image: External link].[25] In 1969, he received a high number in the draft lottery[image: External link], which made him unlikely to be called.[24][26][27]
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Main article: Family of Donald Trump


Trump has five children by three marriages, and has eight grandchildren.[28][29] His first two marriages ended in widely publicized divorces.[30]

Trump married his first wife, Czech model Ivana Zelníčková[image: External link], on April 7, 1977, at the Marble Collegiate Church[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link] in a ceremony performed by the Reverend Norman Vincent Peale[image: External link].[31][32] They had three children: son Donald Jr. (born December 31, 1977), daughter Ivanka (born October 30, 1981), and son Eric (born January 6, 1984). Ivana became a naturalized United States citizen in 1988.[33] The couple divorced in 1992 following Trump's affair with actress Marla Maples.[34]

In October 1993, Maples gave birth to Trump's daughter Tiffany, named after Tiffany & Company[image: External link].[35] Maples and Trump were married two months later on December 20, 1993.[36] They were divorced in 1999,[37] and Tiffany was raised by her mother in California.[38]

Trump married Slovene[image: External link] model Melania Knauss[image: External link], on January 22, 2005 at Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church in Palm Beach, Florida, followed by a reception at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate.[39] In 2006, Melania acquired United States citizenship[40] and she gave birth to their son Barron on March 20.[41][42] Upon Trump's accession to the presidency, Melania became First Lady of the United States.

Prior to his inauguration as president, Trump delegated the management of his real estate business to his two adult sons, Eric and Don Jr.[43] His daughter Ivanka resigned from The Trump Organization and moved to Washington with her husband Jared Kushner. She serves as assistant to the president,[44] while he is a Senior Advisor[image: External link] in the White House.[45]

Trump's elder sister, Maryanne Trump Barry, is an inactive Federal Appeals Court[image: External link] judge on the Third Circuit[image: External link].[46]
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Trump's ancestors were Lutherans[image: External link] on his father's side in Germany[47] and Presbyterian[image: External link] on his mother's side in Scotland.[48] His parents married in a Manhattan Presbyterian church in 1936.[49] As a child, he attended the First Presbyterian Church[image: External link] in Jamaica, Queens, and had his Confirmation[image: External link] there.[32] In the 1970s, his family joined the Marble Collegiate Church[image: External link] (an affiliate of the Reformed Church in America[image: External link]) in Manhattan[image: External link].[50] The pastor at that church, Norman Vincent Peale[image: External link], author of The Power of Positive Thinking[image: External link] and The Art of Living[image: External link], ministered to Trump's family and mentored him until Peale's death in 1993.[51][50] Trump, who is Presbyterian,[52][53] has cited Peale and his works during interviews when asked about the role of religion in his personal life.[50]

Trump participates in Holy Communion[image: External link], but usually does not ask God for forgiveness. He stated: "I think if I do something wrong, I just try and make it right. I don't bring God into that picture."[54] On the campaign trail, Trump has referred to The Art of the Deal as his second favorite book after the Bible, saying "Nothing beats the Bible."[55] In a 2016 speech to Liberty University[image: External link], he referred to "Two Corinthians" instead of "Second Corinthians[image: External link]", eliciting chuckles from the audience.[56] Despite this, The New York Times reported that Evangelical Christians[image: External link] nationwide thought "that his heart was in the right place, that his intentions for the country were pure."[57]

Trump has had relationships with a number of Christian[image: External link] spiritual leaders, including Florida pastor Paula White[image: External link], who has been called his "closest spiritual confidant."[58] In 2015, he received a blessing from Greek Orthodox[image: External link] priest Emmanuel Lemelson[image: External link][59] and in 2016, he released a list of his religious advisers, including James Dobson[image: External link], Jerry Falwell Jr.[image: External link], Ralph Reed[image: External link] and others.[60] Referring to his daughter Ivanka's conversion[image: External link] to Judaism[image: External link] before her marriage to Jared Kushner, Trump said: "I have a Jewish daughter; and I am very honored by that."[61]
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A 2016 medical report issued by his doctor, Harold Bornstein[image: External link] M.D.[image: External link], showed that Trump's blood pressure[image: External link], liver and thyroid function were in normal ranges.[62][63] Trump says that he has never smoked cigarettes or consumed other drugs, including marijuana[image: External link].[64] He also drinks no alcohol[image: External link], a decision arising in part from watching his older brother Fred Jr. suffer from alcoholism[image: External link] until his early death in 1981.[65][66]
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Trump has said that he began his career with "a small loan of one million dollars" from his father.[67] Trump appeared on the initial Forbes List[image: External link] of wealthy individuals in 1982 with an estimated $200 million fortune, including an "undefined" share of the fortune belonging to his family and father.[68] During the 1980s he became a billionaire,[69] but was absent from the Forbes list from 1990 to 1995 following losses which reportedly obliged him to borrow from his siblings' trusts in 1993.[68] After his father died in 1999, he and his surviving siblings received shares of his father's estate which was valued at more than $20 million.[70][71]

When he announced his candidacy on June 16, 2015, Trump released a one-page financial summary that stated a net worth of $8,737,540,000.[73] The following month, he filed a 92-page disclosure and put his wealth at over $10 billion.[74][75] His presidential announcement speech mentioned that "I'm really rich", which he said would make him less reliant upon large campaign donations.[76][77] Forbes believed his net worth estimate was "a whopper", figuring it was $4.1 billion in 2015 (405th in the world, 133rd in the U.S.). Trump valued his "properties under development" at $293 million; Forbes said that it did not know what they were worth and so was valuing them as worth $0.[78][79] Trump had stated in the long 2015 financial disclosure that his income for the year 2014 was $362 million.[75]

After Trump made controversial remarks about illegal immigrants in 2015, he lost business contracts with several companies that summer, which Forbes estimated negatively impacted his net worth by $125 million.[80] The value of the Trump brand may have fallen further during his presidential campaign, as some consumers boycotted in response to his candidacy.[81] Bookings and foot traffic at Trump-branded properties fell off sharply in 2016,[82][83] though Trump's 104-page financial disclosure in May 2016 still put his wealth at over $10 billion as he had done the previous July.[74][84][75] The release of the Access Hollywood tape recordings[image: External link] in October 2016 put further pressure on his business.[85]

In their 2017 annual billionaires' ranking, Forbes[image: External link] estimated Trump's net worth at $3.5 billion (544th in the world, 201st in the U.S.)[1] making him one of the richest politicians in American history[image: External link]. These estimates have fluctuated from year to year, and also depending upon who is doing the estimations; Bloomberg News pegged his wealth at $3 billion in 2016,[86] whereas Forbes said $4.5 billion that same year (324th in the world, 113th in the U.S.).[87] The discrepancies among these estimates and with Trump's own estimates stem from the uncertain value of appraised property and of his personal brand[image: External link].[86][88]
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Main article: Business career of Donald Trump
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Trump started his career at his father's real estate development company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, which focused on middle-class rental housing in the New York City boroughs[image: External link] outside Manhattan, but also had business elsewhere.[89] For example, during his undergraduate study[image: External link], Trump joined his father Fred in successfully revitalizing the foreclosed Swifton Village apartment complex in Cincinnati[image: External link], Ohio, thereby boosting the occupancy rate from 66% to 100%.[90][91]

Trump was promoted to president of the company in 1971 (while his father became chairman of the board), and renamed it The Trump Organization.[7][92] In 1973, he and his father drew wider attention[image: External link] when the Justice Department[image: External link] contended that the organization systematically discriminated against African Americans wishing to rent apartments, rather than merely screening out people based on low income, as the Trumps stated. Under an agreement reached in 1975, the Trumps made no admission of wrongdoing, and made the Urban League[image: External link] an intermediary for qualified minority applicants.[93][94] His adviser and attorney during (and after) that period was Roy Cohn[image: External link], who responded to attacks by counterattacking with maximum force, and who valued both positive and negative publicity, which were attitudes that Trump appreciated.[95]
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In 1978, Trump consummated his first major real estate deal in Manhattan, purchasing a half-share in the decrepit Commodore Hotel, largely funded by a $70 million construction loan jointly guaranteed by Fred Trump and the Hyatt[image: External link] hotel chain. Designed by architect Der Scutt[image: External link], the project was able to proceed by leveraging competing interests and by taking advantage of tax breaks.[96] After remodeling, the hotel reopened as the Grand Hyatt Hotel[image: External link], located next to Grand Central Terminal[image: External link].[97][98]

Also in 1978, Trump finished negotiations to develop Trump Tower, a 58-story, 202-meter (663-foot) skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], which The New York Times attributed to his "persistence" and "skills as a negotiator".[99] To make way for the new building, a crew of undocumented Polish workers demolished an old Bonwit Teller[image: External link] store including art deco[image: External link] features that had initially been marked for preservation.[100] The building was completed in 1983, and houses both the primary penthouse[image: External link] condominium[image: External link] residence of Trump and the headquarters of The Trump Organization.[101][102] Architectural critic Paul Goldberger[image: External link] said in 1983 that he was surprised to find the tower's atrium was "the most pleasant interior public space to be completed in New York in some years".[103][104] Trump Tower was the setting of the NBC television show The Apprentice, and includes a fully functional television studio set.[105]

Repairs on the Wollman Rink[image: External link] (originally opened in 1949 in Central Park[image: External link]) were started in 1980 by a general contractor[image: External link] unconnected to Trump. Despite an expected two and one-half year construction schedule, the repairs were not completed by 1986. Trump took over the project, completed it in three months for $775,000 less than the initial budget of $1.95 million, and operated the rink for one year with all profits going to charity in exchange for the rink's concession[image: External link] rights.[106]

In 1988 Trump acquired the Plaza Hotel[image: External link] in Manhattan for a record-setting $407 million, and asked his wife Ivana to manage its operation.[107] Trump invested $50 million to restore the building, which he called "the Mona Lisa".[108] According to hotel expert Thomas McConnell, the Trumps boosted it from a three-star to a four-star ranking, and sold it in 1995, by which time Ivana was no longer involved.[109]

In 1994, Trump became involved with a building on Columbus Circle[image: External link] which was swaying in the wind. He began a reconstruction project that stopped the swaying and gave the building a full makeover.[110][111] Trump thereafter owned commercial space in that 44-story mixed-use tower (hotel and condominium), which he named Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link].[112]

In 1996, Trump acquired a vacant seventy-story skyscraper on Wall Street[image: External link] which had briefly been the tallest building in the world[image: External link] when it was completed in 1930. After an extensive renovation, the high-rise was renamed the Trump Building at 40 Wall Street[image: External link].[113]

In 1997, he began construction on Trump Place[image: External link], a multi-building development along the Hudson River[image: External link], and encountered delays the following year because a subcontracter had to replace defective concrete.[114][115] Ultimately, he and the other investors in that project sold their interest in 2005 for $1.8 Billion, in what was then the biggest residential sale in the history of New York City.[116]

From 1994 to 2002, Trump owned a 50% share of the Empire State Building[image: External link]. He would have renamed it to "Trump Empire State Building Tower Apartments" if he had been able to boost his share.[117][118]

In 2001, across from the headquarters of the United Nations[image: External link], he completed Trump World Tower[image: External link], which for a while was the tallest all-residential tower in the world[image: External link].[119] Trump acquired the former Hotel Delmonico in Manhattan in 2002, which re-opened with 35 stories of luxury condominiums in 2004 as the Trump Park Avenue[image: External link].[120] Meanwhile, he continued to own millions of square feet of other prime Manhattan[image: External link] real estate.[121]
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Main article: Mar-a-Lago


Trump acquired the historic Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida in 1985 for $5 million, plus $3 million for the home's furnishings. It was built in the 1920s by heiress and socialite Marjorie Merriweather Post[image: External link], who envisioned the house as a future winter retreat for American presidents.

Trump's initial offer of $28 million had been rejected, and he was able to get the property at the much lower price by purchasing separate beachfront property and threatening to build a house on it that would block Mar-a-Lago's ocean view. In addition to using the estate as a home, Trump also turned it into a private club open to everyone who could afford the initiation fee of $100,000 plus annual dues.[122]

In 1986, he acquired a foreclosed, 33-story, twin-tower condominium complex in nearby West Palm Beach[image: External link] for $40 million, with automobile manufacturing executive Lee Iacocca[image: External link] investing in three of the condos.[123] Despite sprucing up its public areas, and years of heavy promotion, selling the units proved difficult, and the deal turned out to be unprofitable.[124]
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New Jersey[image: External link] legalized gambling in 1977, and the following year Trump was in Atlantic City[image: External link], New Jersey to explore how he might get involved. Seven years later, Harrah's at Trump Plaza[image: External link] hotel and casino opened there, built by Trump with financing from Holiday Corporation[image: External link] which also was managing that business.[125] Renamed "Trump Plaza" soon after opening, it was then the tallest building in Atlantic City.[126] The casino's poor results exacerbated disagreements between Trump and Holiday Corp., which led to Trump paying $70 million in May 1986 to buy out their interest in the property.[127][128] Trump also acquired a partially completed building in Atlantic City from the Hilton Corporation[image: External link] for $320 million; when completed in 1985, that hotel and casino became Trump Castle[image: External link], and Trump's wife, Ivana, managed that property until Trump transferred her in 1988 to run the Trump Plaza Hotel in New York.[129][130]

Also in 1988, Trump acquired his third casino in Atlantic City, the Taj Mahal[image: External link] then halfway through construction, by making a complex transaction with the television host and entertainer Merv Griffin[image: External link] as well as the resort and casino company Resorts International[image: External link].[131] In October 1989, three of his top Atlantic City executives died in a helicopter accident, which both stymied and delayed the planned opening of the Taj Mahal.[132] The Taj finally opened in April 1990, and was built at a total cost of $1.1 billion, which at the time made it the most expensive casino ever.[133][134] Financed with $675 million in junk bonds[image: External link],[135] it was a major gamble by Trump.[136] The project underwent debt restructuring[image: External link] the following year,[137] leaving Trump with 50% ownership.[138] He also sold his 282-foot (86 m) megayacht[image: External link], the Trump Princess[image: External link], which had been indefinitely docked in Atlantic City while leased to his casinos for use by wealthy gamblers.[139][140]

Trump founded Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts[image: External link] (THCR) in 1995, which assumed ownership of Trump Plaza, Trump Castle, and the Trump Casino[image: External link] in Gary, Indiana[image: External link].[141] THCR purchased Taj Mahal in 1996, and underwent bankruptcy restructuring in 2004 and 2009, leaving Trump with 10% ownership in the Trump Taj Mahal and other Trump casino properties.[142] He served as chairman of the publicly-traded[image: External link] THCR organization, which was renamed Trump Entertainment Resorts, from mid-1995 until early 2009, and served as CEO from mid-2000 to mid-2005.[143]

During the 1990s, Trump's casino ventures faced competition from Native American gaming[image: External link] at the Foxwoods[image: External link] casino located on an Indian reservation[image: External link] in Connecticut (where it was exempt from the state's anti-gambling laws). Trump stated in 1993 that the casino owners did not look like real Indians to him or to other Indians.[144][145] Subsequent to that well-publicized remark about the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe[image: External link], Trump became a key investor backing the Paucatuck Eastern Pequots[image: External link] who were also seeking state recognition.[146]
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The Trump Organization operates many golf courses[image: External link] and resorts in the United States and around the world. According to Golfweek[image: External link], Trump owns or manages about 18 golf courses.[147] His personal financial disclosure with the Federal Elections Commission[image: External link] stated that his golf and resort revenue for the year 2015 was roughly $382 million,[74][84] while his three European golf courses did not show a profit.[86]

In 2006, Trump bought 1,400 acres (570 ha) including the Menie Estate[image: External link] in Balmedie[image: External link], Aberdeenshire[image: External link], Scotland and created a golf resort there.[148] Scottish supporters emphasized potential economic benefits, and opponents emphasized potential environmental harm to a Site of Special Scientific Interest[image: External link] (SSSI).[149][150][151] A spokesperson for the golf course has said 95% of the SSSI is untouched.[152] A 2011 independent documentary, You've Been Trumped[image: External link], chronicled the golf resort's construction and struggles.[153] In 2015, an offshore windfarm[image: External link] being built within sight of the golf course prompted a legal challenge by Trump, which was dismissed[image: External link] by the U.K. Supreme Court[image: External link].[154] In the wake of the 2008 recession, Trump greatly scaled back development of this property, and as of December 2016 Scottish officials were pushing for completion of the far larger development as originally approved.[155]

In April 2014, Trump purchased the Turnberry[image: External link] hotel and golf resort in Ayrshire[image: External link], Scotland, which hosted the Open Championship[image: External link] four times between 1977 and 2009.[156][157] After extensive renovations and a remodeling of the course by golf architect Martin Ebert, Turnberry was re-opened in June 2016.[158]
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 Hotel outside New York




In the late 2000s and early 2010s, The Trump Organization expanded its footprint in the United States beyond New York and into a few other countries, with the co-development and management of hotel towers[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link], Las Vegas[image: External link], Washington D.C.[image: External link], Panama City[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], and Vancouver[image: External link]. There are also Trump-branded buildings in Dubai, Honolulu[image: External link], Istanbul, Manila, Mumbai and in Indonesia.[159]
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 Branding and licensing




Main article: List of things named after Donald Trump[image: External link]


Trump has marketed his name on a large number of building projects that are owned and operated by other people and companies, as well as licensing his name for various commercial products and services. In doing so, he achieved mixed success for himself, his partners, and investors in the projects.[160] In 2011, Forbes[image: External link]' financial experts estimated the value of the Trump brand[image: External link] at $200 million. Trump disputed this valuation, saying his brand was worth about $3 billion.[161]
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 Legal affairs and bankruptcies




Main article: Legal affairs of Donald Trump


As of 2016, Trump and his businesses had been involved in more than 3,500 state and federal legal actions. He or one of his companies was the plaintiff in 1,900 cases and the defendant in 1,450. With Trump or his company as plaintiff, more than half the cases have been against gamblers at his casinos[image: External link] who had failed to pay off their debts. With Trump or his company as a defendant, the most common type of case involved personal injury cases at his hotels. In cases where there was a clear resolution, Trump's side won 451 times and lost 38.[162][163]

Trump has never filed for personal bankruptcy[image: External link], but his hotel and casino businesses have been declared bankrupt[image: External link] six times between 1991 and 2009 in order to re-negotiate debt with banks and owners of stock and bonds.[164][165] Because the businesses used Chapter 11 bankruptcy[image: External link], they were allowed to operate while negotiations proceeded. Trump was quoted by Newsweek in 2011 saying, "I do play with the bankruptcy laws – they're very good for me" as a tool for trimming debt.[166][167]

The six bankruptcies were the result of over-leveraged hotel and casino businesses in Atlantic City and New York: Trump Taj Mahal[image: External link] (1991), Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino[image: External link] (1992), Plaza Hotel[image: External link] (1992), Trump Castle Hotel and Casino[image: External link] (1992), Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts (2004), and Trump Entertainment Resorts[image: External link] (2009).[168][169] Trump said, "I've used the laws of this country to pare debt ... We'll have the company. We'll throw it into a chapter. We'll negotiate with the banks. We'll make a fantastic deal. You know, it's like on The Apprentice. It's not personal. It's just business."[137]

A 2016 analysis of Trump's business career by The Economist[image: External link] concluded that his "... performance [from 1985 to 2016] has been mediocre compared with the stock market and property in New York", noting both his successes and bankruptcies.[170] A subsequent analysis by The Washington Post concluded that "Trump is a mix of braggadocio, business failures, and real success", calling his casino bankruptcies the "most infamous flop" of his business career.[171]
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 Side ventures




After Trump took charge of the family real estate firm in 1971 and renamed it The Trump Organization, he not only greatly expanded its real estate operations, but also ventured into numerous other business activities. The company eventually became the umbrella organization for several hundred individual business ventures and partnerships.[172]
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 Sports events




In September 1983, Trump purchased the New Jersey Generals[image: External link]—an American Football[image: External link] team that played in the United States Football League[image: External link]—from oil magnate J. Walter Duncan[image: External link]. The USFL played three seasons during the spring and summer. After the 1985 season, the organization folded due to continuous financial difficulties, despite winning an antitrust[image: External link] lawsuit against the NFL[image: External link].[173]

Trump remained involved with other sports after the Generals folded, operating golf courses in several countries.[173] He also hosted several boxing matches in Atlantic City at the Trump Plaza, including Mike Tyson's 1988 fight[image: External link] against Michael Spinks[image: External link], and at one time, acted as a financial advisor to Tyson[image: External link].[173][174][175] In 1989 and 1990, Trump lent his name to the Tour de Trump[image: External link] cycling stage race[image: External link], which was an attempt to create an American equivalent of European races such as the Tour de France[image: External link] or the Giro d'Italia[image: External link].
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 Miss Universe




Main articles: Miss Universe[image: External link], Miss USA[image: External link], and Miss Teen USA[image: External link]


From 1996 to 2015, Trump owned part or all of the Miss Universe[image: External link] pageants, which were founded in 1952.[176][177] The Miss Universe Pageants include Miss USA[image: External link] and Miss Teen USA[image: External link], and his management of this business involved his family members; for example, daughter Ivanka once hosted Miss Teen USA. Trump hired the first female president of the Miss Universe business in 1997.[178] He became dissatisfied with how CBS[image: External link] scheduled the pageants, and took both Miss Universe and Miss USA to NBC in 2002.[179][180]

In 2015, after Trump made statements about illegal immigrants[image: External link] from Mexico in his U.S. presidential campaign kickoff speech, NBC decided to end its business relationship with him and stated that it would no longer air the Miss Universe or Miss USA pageants on its networks.[181] In September 2015, Trump bought NBC's share of the Miss Universe Organization, becoming its sole owner for three days, then sold the entire company to the WME/IMG talent agency.[182]
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 Trump University




Trump University[image: External link] LLC was a for-profit education[image: External link] company founded by Trump and his associates, Michael Sexton and Jonathan Spitalny, that ran a real estate training program, charging between $1,500 and $35,000 per course.[183][184][185] In 2005 the operation was notified by New York State authorities that its use of the word "university" violated state law, and after a second such notification in 2010, the name of the company was changed to the "Trump Entrepreneurial Institute".[186] Trump was also found personally liable for failing to obtain a business license for the operation.[187]

In 2013, the State of New York filed a $40 million civil suit alleging that Trump University made false statements and defrauded consumers.[186][188] In addition, two class-action civil lawsuits were filed in federal court relating to Trump University; they named Trump personally as well as his companies.[189] During the presidential campaign, Trump criticized Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel[image: External link] who oversaw those two cases, alleging bias in his rulings because of his Mexican heritage.[190][191] Shortly after Trump won the presidency, the parties agreed to a settlement of all three pending cases, whereby Trump paid a total of $25 million and denied any wrongdoing.[192][193]
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 Foundation




Main article: Donald J. Trump Foundation[image: External link]


The Donald J. Trump Foundation is a U.S.-based private foundation[image: External link][194] established in 1988 for the initial purpose of giving away proceeds from the book Trump: The Art of the Deal by Trump and Tony Schwartz[image: External link].[195][196] The foundation's funds have mostly come from donors other than Trump,[197] who has not given personally to the charity since 2008.[197]

The foundation's tax returns show that it has given to health care and sports-related charities, as well as conservative groups.[198] In 2009, for example, the foundation gave $926,750 to about 40 groups, with the biggest donations going to the Arnold Palmer Medical Center Foundation[image: External link] ($100,000), the New York–Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] ($125,000), the Police Athletic League[image: External link] ($156,000), and the Clinton Foundation[image: External link] ($100,000).[199][200] From 2004 to 2014, the top donors to the foundation were Vince[image: External link] and Linda McMahon[image: External link] of WWE[image: External link], who donated $5 million to the foundation after Trump appeared at WrestleMania[image: External link] in 2007.[197] Linda McMahon later became Administrator of the Small Business Administration[image: External link].[201]

In 2016, investigations by The Washington Post uncovered several potential legal and ethical violations conducted by the charity, including alleged self-dealing[image: External link] and possible tax evasion.[202] After beginning an investigation into the foundation, the New York State Attorney General[image: External link]'s office notified the Trump Foundation that it was allegedly in violation of New York laws regarding charities, and ordered it to immediately cease its fundraising activities in New York.[203][204][205] A Trump spokesman called the investigation a "partisan hit job".[203] In response to mounting complaints, Trump's team announced in late December 2016 that the Trump Foundation would be dissolved to remove "even the appearance of any conflict with [his] role as President."[206]
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 Resignation




When Trump was elected president in November 2016, questions arose over how he would avoid conflicts of interest between his work in the White House and his business activities. At a press conference on January 10, 2017, Trump said that he and his daughter Ivanka would resign all roles with The Trump Organization, while his two adult sons Don Jr. and Eric would run the business, together with Chief Financial Officer Allen Weisselberg[image: External link].[207]

Trump retained his financial stake in the business.[208] His attorney Sherri Dillon said that before the January 20 inauguration, Trump would put those business assets into a trust, which would hire an ethics advisor and a compliance counsel. She added that The Trump Organization would not enter any new foreign business deals, while continuing to pursue domestic opportunities.[209] As of April 2017, Trump companies owned more than 400 condo units and home lots in the United States, valued at over $250 million in total ($200,000 to $35 million each).[210]
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 Media career
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 The Apprentice




Main articles: The Apprentice (U.S. TV series) and The Apprentice (TV series)[image: External link]


In 2003, Trump became the executive producer and host of the NBC reality show[image: External link] The Apprentice, in which a group of competitors battled for a high-level management job in one of Trump's commercial enterprises. Contestants were successively " fired[image: External link]" and eliminated from the game. For the first year of the show, Trump earned $50,000 per episode (roughly $700,000 for the first season), but following the show's initial success, he was paid $1 million per episode.[211] In a July 2015 press release, Trump's campaign manager said that NBCUniversal had paid him $213,606,575 for his 14 seasons hosting the show,[75] although the network did not verify the statement.[212] In 2007, Trump received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] for his contribution to television on The Apprentice.[160][213]

Along with British TV producer Mark Burnett[image: External link], Trump was hired as host of The Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link], in which celebrities compete to win money for their charities. While Trump and Burnett co-produced the show, Trump stayed in the forefront, deciding winners and "firing" losers. International versions of The Apprentice franchise[image: External link] were co-produced by Burnett and Trump.

On February 16, 2015, NBC announced that they would be renewing The Apprentice for a 15th season.[214] On February 27, Trump stated that he was "not ready" to sign on for another season because of the possibility of a presidential run.[215] Despite this, on March 18, NBC announced they were going ahead with production.[216] On June 29, after widespread negative reaction stemming from Trump's campaign announcement speech, NBC released a statement saying, "Due to the recent derogatory statements by Donald Trump regarding immigrants, NBCUniversal is ending its business relationship with Mr. Trump."[217]

After Trump's election campaign and presidential win led to his departure from the program, actor and former California Governor[image: External link] Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link] replaced Trump as host for the fifteenth season.[218] Trump is still credited as an executive producer for the show.[219]
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Trump is a World Wrestling Entertainment[image: External link] fan and a friend of WWE chairman Vince McMahon[image: External link]. In 1988–89 Trump hosted WrestleMania IV[image: External link] and V[image: External link] at Boardwalk Hall[image: External link] (dubbed "Trump Plaza" for storyline purposes) and has been an active participant in several of the shows.[220] He also appeared in WrestleMania VII[image: External link], and was interviewed ringside at WrestleMania XX[image: External link].[221]

Trump appeared at WrestleMania 23[image: External link] in a match called "The Battle of the Billionaires".[220] He was in Bobby Lashley[image: External link]'s corner, while Vince McMahon was in the corner of Lashley's opponent Umaga[image: External link], with Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link] as the special guest referee.[220] The terms of the match were that either Trump or McMahon would have their head shaved if their competitor lost.[220] Lashley won the match, and so McMahon was shaved bald.[220]

On June 15, 2009, McMahon announced as part of a storyline[image: External link] on Monday Night Raw[image: External link] that he had "sold" the show to Trump.[220] Appearing on screen, Trump declared that he would be at the following commercial-free episode in person and would give a full refund to the people who purchased tickets to the arena for that night's show.[220] McMahon "bought back" Raw the following week for twice the price.[220]

In 2013, Trump was inducted into the celebrity wing of the WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] at Madison Square Garden[image: External link] for his contributions to the promotion. He made his sixth WrestleMania appearance the following night at WrestleMania 29[image: External link].[222]
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 Acting and public image




Main articles: Filmography of Donald Trump, Donald Trump in popular culture, and Donald Trump in music


Trump has twice been nominated for an Emmy Award[image: External link] and has made cameo appearances[image: External link] in 12 films and 14 television series.[223] He has also played an oil tycoon in The Little Rascals[image: External link],[224] and had a singing role at the 58th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] in 2006.[225] Trump is a member of the Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] and receives an annual pension of more than $110,000.[226][227] Trump has been the subject of comedians, flash cartoon[image: External link] artists, and online caricature artists. Starting in the 1990s, he was a guest about 24 times on the nationally syndicated Howard Stern Show on talk radio.[228] Trump also had his own daily talk radio[image: External link] program called Trumped![image: External link], from 2004 to 2008.[229][230][231] Since the 1980s, Trump's wealth and lifestyle have been a fixture of hip hop[image: External link] lyrics,[232] his name being quoted by more than 50 artists.[233]
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 Political career up to 2015
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 Early involvement in politics




Trump first vaguely expressed interest in running for office in 1987, when he spent almost $100,000 to place full-page advertisements in several newspapers. In his view at that time, "America should stop paying to defend countries that can afford to defend themselves",[234] and "should present Western Europe and Japan with a bill for America's efforts to safeguard the passage of oil tankers in the Persian Gulf."[235] As of December 1988, Trump was the tenth most admired person in America according to a Gallup[image: External link] poll.[236][237]

Trump considered running for president in 1988[image: External link], 2000, 2004[image: External link], and 2012[image: External link], and for Governor of New York[image: External link] in 2006 and 2014, but aside from 2000 did not enter any of those races.[238][239] In February 2009, Trump appeared on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link], and spoke about the automotive industry crisis of 2008–10[image: External link]. He said that "instead of asking for money", General Motors[image: External link] "should go into bankruptcy and work that stuff out in a deal."[240]

Trump publicly speculated about seeking the 2012[image: External link] Republican presidential nomination, and a Wall Street Journal / NBC News poll released in March 2011 found Trump leading among potential contenders; he was one point ahead of former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney.[241] A Newsweek poll conducted in February 2011 showed Trump within a few points of incumbent president Barack Obama, with many voters undecided in the November 2012 general election for president of the United States.[242] A poll released in April 2011 by Public Policy Polling[image: External link] showed Trump having a nine-point lead in a potential contest for the Republican nomination for president while he was still actively considering a run.[243][244] His moves were interpreted by some media as possible promotional tools for his reality show The Apprentice.[245][246][247]

Trump played a leading role in "birther" conspiracy theories[image: External link] that had been circulating since President Obama's 2008 presidential campaign.[248][249] Beginning in March 2011, Trump publicly questioned Obama's citizenship and eligibility to serve as President.[250][251][252] Although the Obama campaign had released a copy of the short-form birth certificate in 2008,[253] Trump demanded to see the original "long-form" certificate.[250] He mentioned having sent investigators to Hawaii to research the question, but he did not follow up with any findings.[250] He also repeated a debunked allegation that Obama's grandmother said she had witnessed his birth in Kenya.[254][255] When the White House later released Obama's long-form birth certificate,[256] Trump took credit for obtaining the document, saying "I hope it checks out."[257] His official biography mentions his purported role in forcing Obama's hand,[258] and he has defended his pursuit of the issue when prompted, later saying that his promotion of the conspiracy made him "very popular".[259] In 2011, Trump had called for Obama to release his student records, questioning whether his grades warranted entry into an Ivy League[image: External link] school.[260] When asked in 2015 whether he believed Obama was born in the United States, Trump said he did not want to discuss the matter further.[261][262] In September 2016, Trump publicly acknowledged that Obama was born in the U.S., and said that the rumors had been started by Hillary Clinton during her 2008 presidential campaign[image: External link].[251][263][264]

Trump made his first speaking appearance at the Conservative Political Action Conference[image: External link] (CPAC) in February 2011. His appearance at CPAC was organized by GOProud[image: External link], an LGBT conservative[image: External link] organization, in conjunction with GOProud supporter Roger Stone[image: External link], who was close with Trump. GOProud pushed for a write-in campaign for Trump at CPAC's presidential straw poll. The 2011 CPAC speech Trump gave is credited for helping kick-start his political career within the Republican Party[image: External link].[265][266]

In the 2012 Republican primaries[image: External link], Trump generally had polled at or below 17 percent among the crowded field of possible candidates.[267] On May 16, 2011, Trump announced he would not run for president in the 2012 election, while also saying he would have become the President of the United States, had he run.[245]

In 2013, Trump was a featured speaker at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC).[268] During the lightly attended early-morning speech, Trump spoke out against illegal immigration, then-President Obama's "unprecedented media protection", and advised against harming Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.[269][270]

Additionally, Trump spent over $1 million in 2013 to research a possible run for president of the United States.[271] In October 2013, New York Republicans circulated a memo suggesting Trump should run for governor of the state in 2014 against Andrew Cuomo[image: External link]. In response to the memo, Trump said that while New York had problems and that its taxes were too high, running for governor was not of great interest to him.[272] In January 2014, Trump made statements denying climate change[image: External link] that were discordant with the opinion of the scientific community[image: External link].[273] A February 2014 Quinnipiac poll had shown Trump losing to the more popular Cuomo by 37 points in a hypothetical election.[274] In February 2015, Trump told NBC that he was not prepared to sign on for another season of The Apprentice, as he mulled his political future.[275]
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 Political affiliations




Trump's political party affiliation has changed numerous times over the years. Trump was a Democrat prior to 1987.[276] In 1987, Trump registered as a Republican in Manhattan.[277]

In 1999, Trump switched to the Reform Party and ran a presidential exploratory campaign for its nomination. After his run, Trump left the party in 2001, ostensibly due to the involvement of David Duke[image: External link], Pat Buchanan[image: External link], and Lenora Fulani[image: External link].[278]

From 2001 to 2008, Trump identified as a Democrat, but in 2008, he endorsed Republican John McCain[image: External link] for President. In 2009, he officially changed his party registration to Republican.[279] In December 2011, Trump became an independent for five months before returning to the Republican Party, where he later pledged to stay.[280][281]

Trump has made contributions to campaigns of both Republican Party and Democratic Party candidates, with the top ten recipients of his political contributions being six Democrats and four Republicans.[282] After 2011, his campaign contributions were more favorable to Republicans than to Democrats.[283] In February 2012, Trump openly endorsed Republican Mitt Romney for President.[284] When asked in 2015 which recent president he prefers, Trump picked Democrat Bill Clinton over the Republican Bushes[image: External link].[285][286]

According to a New York state report, Trump circumvented corporate and personal campaign donation limits in the 1980s—although no laws were broken—by donating money to candidates from 18 different business subsidiaries, rather than donating primarily in his own name.[287][288] Trump told investigators he did so on the advice of his lawyers. He also said the contributions were not to gain favor with business-friendly candidates, but simply to satisfy requests from friends.[287][289]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2000


In 1999, Trump filed an exploratory committee[image: External link] to seek the presidential nomination of the Reform Party[image: External link] in 2000.[278][290] A July 1999 poll matching him against likely Republican nominee George W. Bush[image: External link] and likely Democratic nominee Al Gore[image: External link] showed Trump with seven percent support.[291] Trump eventually dropped out of the race due to party infighting, but still won the party's California and Michigan primaries after doing so.[292][293][294]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


On June 16, 2015, Trump announced his candidacy for President of the United States at Trump Tower in Manhattan. In the speech, Trump drew attention to domestic issues such as illegal immigration[image: External link], offshoring[image: External link] of American jobs, the U.S. national debt[image: External link], and Islamic terrorism[image: External link], which all remained large priorities during the campaign. He also announced his campaign slogan, "Make America Great Again".[295]

In his campaign, Trump said that he disdained political correctness[image: External link]; he also stated that the media had intentionally misinterpreted his words, and he made other claims of adverse media bias[image: External link].[296][297][298] In part due to his fame, Trump received an unprecedented amount of free media coverage[image: External link] during his run for the presidency, which elevated his standing in the Republican primaries.[299]

Republican leaders such as House Speaker[image: External link] Paul Ryan[image: External link] were hesitant to support him during his early quest for the presidency. They doubted his chances of winning the general election[image: External link] and feared that he could harm the image of the Republican Party.[300][301]

The alt-right[image: External link] movement coalesced around Trump's candidacy,[302] due in part to its opposition to multiculturalism[image: External link] and immigration[image: External link].[303][304] The connection of this group to the Trump campaign is controversial; writers such as Jon Ronson[image: External link] have suggested that the link between Trump and right-wing figures such as Alex Jones[image: External link] and Roger Stone[image: External link] is a marriage of convenience[image: External link].[305]

During the campaign, Trump was accused of pandering to white nationalists[image: External link],[306] especially in his initial refusal to condemn the support of David Duke[image: External link], a former Imperial Wizard[image: External link] of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link], in a CNN interview with Jake Tapper[image: External link]. He had previously criticized Duke in 1991, disavowed the 2000 Reform Party due to the support of Duke and others, and condemned Duke on the campaign trail both before and after the interview.[307] In August, he appointed Steve Bannon[image: External link]—the executive chairman of Breitbart News[image: External link]—as his campaign CEO; the website was described by Bannon as "the platform for the alt-right."[308] However, Bannon later told the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] that he was an "economic nationalist" but not "a supporter of ethno-nationalism[image: External link]."[309]

Some rallies during the primary season were accompanied by protests or violence, including attacks on Trump supporters and vice-versa both inside and outside the venues.[310][311][312]
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 Campaign rhetoric




Fact-checking organizations have denounced Trump for making a record number of false statements compared to other candidates.[313][314][315] At least four major publications – Politico, The Washington Post, The New York Times, and the Los Angeles Times – have pointed out lies or falsehoods in his campaign statements.[316] NPR[image: External link] said that Trump's campaign statements were often opaque or suggestive.[317] Lucas Graves, an assistant professor of journalism and mass communication at the University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link],[318] opined that Trump "often speaks in a suggestive way that makes it unclear what exactly he meant, so that fact-checkers "have to be really careful" when picking claims to check, "to pick things that reflect what the speaker was clearly trying to communicate."[319]

Trump's penchant for hyperbole[image: External link] is believed to have roots in the New York real estate scene, where Trump established his wealth and where puffery[image: External link] abounds.[320] Trump has called his public speaking style "truthful hyperbole", an effective political tactic which may however backfire for overpromising.[320] Martin Medhurst, a Baylor University[image: External link] professor of communication and political science, analyzed Trump's frequently used rhetorical devices[image: External link], such as catchy slogans, hyperbole, insinuations and preterition[image: External link].[321]
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 Financial disclosures




Further information: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016 § Refusal to release tax returns[image: External link]


As required of all presidential candidates by FEC[image: External link] regulations, Trump published a 92-page financial disclosure form that listed all his assets, liabilities, income sources and hundreds of business positions,[74] but he declined to release his tax returns,[322] contrary to usual practice by every presidential candidate since Gerald Ford[image: External link] in 1976.[323] Trump's refusal led to speculation that he was hiding something,[324] although there is no law that requires presidential candidates to release their returns.[325]

Trump explained that his tax returns are being audited and his lawyers advise against releasing them.[326][327] However, no law prohibits release of tax returns during an audit.[328] Tax attorneys differ about whether such a release is wise legal strategy.[329] Trump has told the news media that his tax rate was "none of your business", but added, "I fight very hard to pay as little tax as possible."[330][331][332]

On October 1, 2016, three pages of Trump's 1995 tax return were leaked to a reporter from The New York Times, who said she received the documents in her Times mailbox. Each of the three pages is one page from Trump's state filings in Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey. They show that using allowed deductions for losses, Trump claimed a loss of $916 million that year. During the second presidential debate, Trump acknowledged using the deduction, but declined to provide details such as the specific years it was applied.[333] When asked if he used the tax code to avoid paying taxes, he said, "Of course I did. Of course I did." He then went on to say he paid "hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes", calling it a "simple" thing. "I pay tax, and I pay federal tax, too", he said.[334][335][336]

On March 14, 2017, the first two pages of Trump's 2005 federal income tax returns were leaked to MSNBC[image: External link]'s Rachel Maddow[image: External link], who unveiled them on her show[image: External link]. The two pages showed that Trump paid $38 million in federal taxes and had a gross adjusted income of $150 million.[337][338] The White House confirmed the authenticity of the 2005 documents and stated: "Despite this substantial income figure and tax paid, it is totally illegal to steal and publish tax returns."[337][338]
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 Republican primaries




Main article: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016


Trump entered a field of 16 candidates who were vying for the 2016 Republican nomination; this was the largest presidential field in American history.[339] Trump participated in eleven of the twelve Republican debates, skipping only the seventh debate on January 28 (that was the last debate before primary voting began on February 1). The debates received historically high television ratings, which increased the visibility of Trump's campaign.[340]

By early 2016, the race had mostly centered on Trump and U.S. Senator[image: External link] Ted Cruz.[341] On Super Tuesday[image: External link], Trump won the plurality of the vote and remained the front-runner throughout the remainder of the primaries. By March 2016, Trump became poised to win the Republican nomination.[342] After a landslide win in Indiana[image: External link] on May 3, 2016, which prompted the remaining candidates Ted Cruz and John Kasich[image: External link] to suspend their presidential campaigns, RNC[image: External link] Chairman Reince Priebus[image: External link] declared Trump the presumptive Republican nominee.[343] With nearly 14 million votes, Trump broke the all-time record for winning the most primary votes in the history of the Republican Party. He also set the record for the largest number of votes against the front runner.[344]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


After becoming the presumptive Republican nominee, Trump's focus shifted to the general election[image: External link], urging remaining primary voters to "save [their] vote for the general election."[345] Trump began campaigning against Hillary Clinton, who became the presumptive Democratic[image: External link] nominee on June 6, 2016, and continued to campaign across the country.

Clinton had established a significant lead in national polls[image: External link] over Trump throughout most of 2016. In early July, Clinton's lead narrowed in national polling averages following the FBI[image: External link]'s re-opening of its investigation into her ongoing email controversy[image: External link].[346][347][348]

On July 15, 2016, Trump announced his selection of Indiana[image: External link] Governor[image: External link] Mike Pence[image: External link] as his running mate[image: External link].[349] Trump and Pence were officially nominated by the Republican Party on July 19, 2016, at the Republican National Convention.[350] The list of convention speakers and attendees included former presidential nominee Bob Dole[image: External link], but the other prior nominees did not attend.[351][352]

Two days later, Trump officially accepted the nomination in a 76-minute speech inspired by Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s 1968 acceptance speech.[353] The historically long speech was watched by nearly 35 million people and received mixed reviews, with net negative viewer reactions according to CNN and Gallup polls.[354][355][356]

On September 26, 2016, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton faced off in the first presidential debate[image: External link] at Hofstra University[image: External link] in Hempstead, New York[image: External link]. Lester Holt[image: External link], an anchor with NBC News, was the moderator.[357] This was the most watched presidential debate in United States history.[358] The second presidential debate[image: External link] was held at Washington University[image: External link] in Saint Louis, Missouri[image: External link]. The beginning narrative of that debate was dominated by a leaked tape of Trump making lewd comments, and counter-accusations by Trump of sexual misconduct by Bill Clinton. Trump had invited four women who had accused Clinton of impropriety to a press conference prior to the debate. The final presidential debate[image: External link] was held at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link] on October 19. Trump's refusal to say whether he would accept the result of the election, regardless of the outcome, drew particular press attention.[359][360]
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Main article: Political positions of Donald Trump


Trump's campaign platform emphasized renegotiating U.S.–China relations[image: External link] and free trade[image: External link] agreements such as NAFTA[image: External link] and the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link], strongly enforcing immigration laws[image: External link], and building a new wall[image: External link] along the U.S.–Mexico border[image: External link]. His other campaign positions included pursuing energy independence[image: External link] while opposing climate change[image: External link] regulations such as the Clean Power Plan[image: External link] and the Paris Agreement[image: External link], modernizing and expediting services for veterans[image: External link], repealing and replacing the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], abolishing Common Core[image: External link] education standards, investing in infrastructure[image: External link], simplifying the tax code[image: External link] while reducing taxes for all economic classes, and imposing tariffs[image: External link] on imports[image: External link] by companies that offshore[image: External link] jobs. During the campaign, he also advocated a largely non-interventionist[image: External link] approach to foreign policy[image: External link] while increasing military spending[image: External link], extreme vetting[image: External link] of immigrants from Muslim-majority countries[image: External link] to pre-empt domestic Islamic terrorism[image: External link], and aggressive military action against Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL, also known as ISIS or IS).

Media have described Trump's political positions as " populist[image: External link]",[361][362] and some of his views cross party lines. For example, his economic campaign plan calls for large reductions in income taxes[image: External link] and deregulation,[363] consistent with Republican Party policies, along with significant infrastructure investment,[364] usually considered a liberal (Democratic Party) policy.[365][366] According to political writer Jack Shafer[image: External link], Trump may be a "fairly conventional American populist when it comes to his policy views", but he attracts free media attention[image: External link], sometimes by making outrageous comments.[367][368]

Trump has supported or leaned toward varying political positions over time.[369][370][371] Politico[image: External link] has described his positions as "eclectic, improvisational and often contradictory",[371] while NBC News counted "141 distinct shifts on 23 major issues" during his campaign.[372]
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Main article: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections[image: External link]


In January 2017, American intelligence agencies – the CIA[image: External link], FBI[image: External link] and NSA[image: External link], represented by the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] – jointly stated with "high confidence[image: External link]" that the Russian government attempted to intervene[image: External link] in the 2016 presidential election to favor the election of Trump.[373] In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, former FBI Director James Comey affirmed he has "no doubt" that Russia interfered in the 2016 election, adding "they did it with purpose and sophistication".[374][375]

As of May 2017, Trump believed investigation of Russian interference in the U.S. election to be pursuit of a false narrative. He tweeted it is the "single greatest witch hunt of a politician in American history!"[376] Russian president Vladimir Putin[image: External link] echoed Trump's opinion, saying that Democrats cling to this fictitious explanation to avoid confronting their election loss.[377]
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Main article: Links between Trump associates and Russian officials[image: External link]


Donald Trump's policies on Russia were a major issue during the 2016 presidential campaign.[378][379] During the campaign, Trump repeatedly praised Russian president Vladimir Putin[image: External link] as a strong leader.[380][381] One of his campaign managers, Paul Manafort[image: External link], had previously spent several years working as a political consultant for a pro-Russian candidate[image: External link] in Ukraine.[382]

There has been intensive media scrutiny of Trump's relationship to Russia. Several of Trump's close advisers, including former National Security Advisor Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] and Roger Stone[image: External link], have been connected to Russian or Ukrainian officials.[383][384][385] Russian agents were overheard during the campaign saying they could use Manafort and Flynn to influence Trump.[386]

Members of Trump's campaign and later his White House staff, particularly Flynn, were in contact with Russian officials both before and after the November election.[387] In a December 29, 2016 conversation, Flynn and Kislyak discussed the recently imposed sanctions against Russia; Flynn was later fired as National Security Advisor for falsely claiming he had not discussed the sanctions.[388]

In March 2017, FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey[image: External link] told Congress that "the FBI, as part of our counterintelligence mission, is investigating the Russian government's efforts to interfere in the 2016 presidential election. That includes investigating the nature of any links between individuals associated with the Trump campaign and the Russian government, and whether there was any coordination between the campaign and Russia’s efforts.”[389]

In 2017, Trump and other senior White House officials asked the Director of National Intelligence, the NSA director, the FBI director, and two chairs of congressional committees to publicly dispute the news reports about contacts between Trump associates and Russia.[390]
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Main articles: Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording and Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations


Two days before the second presidential debate[image: External link], a 2005 recording[image: External link] surfaced in which Trump was heard bragging about forcibly kissing and groping women.[391][392][393] The hot mic[image: External link] recording was captured on a studio bus in which Trump and Billy Bush[image: External link] were preparing to film an episode of Access Hollywood[image: External link]. "I just start kissing them," Trump said, "I don't even wait. And when you're a star, they let you do it, you can do anything ... grab them by the pussy."[394] During the recording, Trump also spoke of his efforts to seduce a married woman, saying he "moved on her very heavily."[394] These statements were recorded several months after Trump married his third and current wife, Melania, who was pregnant at the time.[394][395]

Trump's language on the tape was described by the media as "vulgar", "sexist", and descriptive of sexual assault[image: External link]. The incident prompted him to make his first public apology during the campaign,[396][397] and caused outrage across the political spectrum,[398][399] with many Republicans withdrawing their endorsements of his candidacy and some urging him to quit the race.[400] A number of Trump supporters worldwide also withdrew their support following release of the tape, including many Conservatives[image: External link] in Britain.[401] Subsequently, at least 15 women[402] came forward with new accusations of sexual misconduct, including unwanted kissing and groping, resulting in widespread media coverage.[403][404]

Trump and his campaign have denied all of the sexual misconduct accusations, which Trump has called "false smears", and alleged a conspiracy against him.[405][406][407] In his two public statements in response to the controversy, Trump responded[image: External link] by alleging that Bill Clinton, former President of the United States and husband of Trump's Democratic rival Hillary Clinton, had "abused women" and that Hillary had bullied her husband's victims.[408]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Election to the presidency




Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


On Election Day, November 8, 2016, Trump received 306 electoral votes[image: External link] to Clinton's 232 votes. The counts were later adjusted to 304 and 227 respectively, after defections on both sides[image: External link], formalizing Trump's election to the presidency.[409] In the early hours of November 9, Clinton called Trump to concede the election. Trump then delivered his victory speech before hundreds of supporters in the New York Hilton[image: External link] hotel. The speech was in contrast with some of his previous rhetoric, with Trump promising to heal the division caused by the election, thanking Clinton for her service to the country, and promising to be a president to all Americans.[410][411]

Trump received a smaller share of the popular vote than Clinton, making him the fifth person to be elected president after losing the popular vote[image: External link]. Records on this matter date from the year 1824.[412][nb 1] Clinton finished ahead by 2.86 million votes or 2.1 percentage points, 48.04% to 46.09%, with neither candidate reaching a majority[image: External link] nationwide.[415][416]

Trump's victory was considered a stunning political upset, as polls consistently showed Hillary Clinton leading nationwide (where she did win) and in most battleground states, while Trump's support had been underestimated throughout his campaign.[417] The errors in some state polls were later partially attributed to pollsters overestimating Clinton's support among well-educated and nonwhite voters, while underestimating Trump's support among white working-class voters.[418] Trump won the perennial swing states[image: External link] of Florida[image: External link], Iowa[image: External link] and Ohio[image: External link], and flipped Clinton's "blue wall[image: External link]" states of Michigan[image: External link], Pennsylvania and Wisconsin[image: External link], which had been Democratic strongholds since the 1990s. Trump's victory marked the return of a Republican White House combined with control of[image: External link] both chambers of Congress[image: External link], as was the case during parts of George W. Bush[image: External link]'s presidency from 2003[image: External link] to 2007[image: External link].

Trump became the first president without prior governmental or military experience.[419][420][421] Of the 43[nb 2] previous presidents, 38 had held prior elective office; two had not held elective office but had served in the Cabinet; and three had never held public office but had been commanding generals.[421] He lost his home state of New York[image: External link], becoming the fourth candidate to win the presidency without his home state. The others were James Polk[image: External link] ( Tennessee[image: External link]) in 1844[image: External link], Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] (New Jersey[image: External link]) in 1916[image: External link], and Richard Nixon[image: External link] (New York[image: External link]) in 1968[image: External link].[423]
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Main article: Protests against Donald Trump


Trump's victory sparked protests across the United States. Trump opponents took to the streets to amplify their opposition to Trump's views and denounce his inflammatory statements. Some argued that Clinton's popular vote victory meant Trump was not the democratically[image: External link] elected president and should be considered illegitimate.[424] Trump initially said on Twitter[image: External link] that the protests consisted of "professional protesters, incited by the media", and were "unfair", but he later stated that he loves their passion for the country.[425][426] In contrast, after Obama's re-election in 2012, Trump had tweeted "We can't let this happen. We should march on Washington and stop this travesty. Our nation is totally divided!"[427]

On the Saturday following Trump's inauguration there were massive demonstrations protesting Trump in the United States and worldwide, with approximately 2,600,000 taking part in Women's Marches worldwide.[428] The most notable of these marches was the Women's March on Washington[image: External link] (in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]), where over 500,000 people marched in opposition to Trump.[429] This was more than three times the number of people who were at Trump's inaugural speech, according to crowd scientists at the Manchester Metropolitan University[image: External link].[430]
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	Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	14,015,993 votes

1,441 delegates

(41 contests)
	Votes: 44.9%

Delegates: 58.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ted Cruz[image: External link]
	7,822,100 votes

551 delegates

(11 contests)
	Votes: 25.1%

Delegates: 22.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marco Rubio[image: External link]
	3,515,576 votes

173 delegates

(3 contests)
	Votes: 11.3%

Delegates: 7%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Kasich[image: External link]
	4,290,448 votes

161 delegates

(1 contest)
	Votes: 13.8%

Delegates: 6.5%






	United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	62,979,879 votes

304  electors[image: External link]

(30 states + ME-02[image: External link])
	Votes: 46.0%

Electors: 56.5%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	65,844,954 votes

227 electors

(20 states + DC[image: External link])
	Votes: 48.1%

Electors: 42.2%
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Main article: Presidency of Donald Trump


For a chronological guide to this subject, see Timeline of the presidency of Donald Trump.
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Main article: Presidential transition of Donald Trump[image: External link]


On November 10, President-elect Trump had his first ever meeting with President Obama to discuss plans for a peaceful transition of power[image: External link]. The New York Times stated that "It was an extraordinary show of cordiality and respect between two men who have been political enemies and are stylistic opposites."[431] The BBC stated that "their antipathy was barely concealed" in "awkward photos" of the meeting.[432]
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 White House appointments




For a more comprehensive list, see Political appointments of Donald Trump[image: External link].

Trump's transition team was led by Chris Christie[image: External link] until November 11, 2016, when Vice President-elect Mike Pence took over.[433] Since then, Trump has chosen RNC[image: External link] chairman Reince Priebus[image: External link] as White House Chief of Staff[image: External link][434] and businessman and media executive Steve Bannon[image: External link] as White House Chief Strategist[image: External link].[435]
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Main article: Formation of Donald Trump's cabinet[image: External link]


Trump has nominated Senator Jeff Sessions[image: External link] as Attorney General[image: External link],[436] retired Lieutenant General Michael Flynn[image: External link] as National Security Advisor[image: External link],[436] (later replaced by Lieutenant General H. R. McMaster[image: External link]),[437] Kansas Representative Mike Pompeo[image: External link] as CIA Director[image: External link],[436] education reform activist Betsy DeVos[image: External link] as Secretary of Education[image: External link],[438] South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley[image: External link] as Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link],[439] former Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao[image: External link] as Secretary of Transportation[image: External link],[440] U.S. Representative Tom Price[image: External link] as Secretary of Health and Human Services[image: External link],[441] financier Steve Mnuchin[image: External link] as Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link],[442] billionaire investor Wilbur Ross[image: External link] as Secretary of Commerce[image: External link],[443] retired Marine Corps General James Mattis[image: External link] as Secretary of Defense[image: External link],[444] former campaign rival Ben Carson[image: External link] as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link],[445] retired Marine Corps General John F. Kelly[image: External link] as Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link],[446] former WWE[image: External link] CEO Linda McMahon[image: External link] as Administrator of the Small Business Administration[image: External link],[447] Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt[image: External link] as Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link],[448] businessman Andrew Puzder[image: External link] as Secretary of Labor[image: External link][449] (later withdrawn, replaced by FIU Law[image: External link] Dean Alexander Acosta[image: External link]),[450] ExxonMobil[image: External link] CEO Rex Tillerson[image: External link] as Secretary of State[image: External link],[451] former Texas Governor Rick Perry[image: External link] as Secretary of Energy[image: External link],[452] Montana Representative Ryan Zinke[image: External link] as Secretary of the Interior[image: External link],[453] South Carolina Representative Mick Mulvaney[image: External link] as Director of the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link],[454] international trade lawyer Robert Lighthizer[image: External link] as U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link],[455] Indiana Senator Dan Coats[image: External link] as Director of National Intelligence[image: External link],[456] Veterans Under Secretary[image: External link] David Shulkin[image: External link] as Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link],[457] and former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue[image: External link] as Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link].[458]

Despite being nominated promptly during the transition period[image: External link], most cabinet members were unable to take office on Inauguration Day because of delays in the formal confirmation process[image: External link]. By February 8, 2017, President Trump had fewer cabinet nominees confirmed than any prior president two weeks into their mandate, except George Washington[image: External link].[459][460] Part of the lateness was ascribed to delays in submitting background-check paperwork, part to obstructionism[image: External link] by Senate Democrats.[461] The last Cabinet member, Robert Lighthizer, took office as U.S. Trade Representative on May 11, 2017, more than four months after his nomination.[462]
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 Pre-inauguration events




On November 22, Trump outlined his plan for his first 100 days in office in a video posted on YouTube[image: External link]. The plan included the United States' withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] and asking the Department of Defense[image: External link] to develop a plan to protect the U.S. from cyber-attack[image: External link].[463][464]

On December 7, Time named Trump as its "Person of the Year[image: External link]".[465] In an interview on The Today Show[image: External link], he said he was honored by the award, but he took issue with the magazine for referring to him as the "President of the Divided States of America."[466][467] He also opposed Time's decision to change its "Man of the Year" title to "Person of the Year" in 1999, describing the action as too "politically correct".[468] On December 13 he was named Financial Times[image: External link] Person of the Year[image: External link].[469] In December 2016, Forbes[image: External link] ranked Trump the second most powerful person in the world[image: External link], after Vladimir Putin[image: External link] and before Angela Merkel[image: External link].[470]

Based on intelligence reports issued from October 2016 to January 2017, the Obama administration accused the Russian government of trying to influence the U.S. presidential election[image: External link] in favor of Trump, by supplying the DNC emails[image: External link] to WikiLeaks[image: External link] for publication.[471] Trump,[472] WikiLeaks[473] and Russian officials[474] have denied the allegations.
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Main article: First 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency


Trump's inauguration as the 45th President of the United States was held on Friday, January 20, 2017. In his first week as president, Trump signed six executive orders. His first order[image: External link] as president set out interim procedures in anticipation of repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (Obamacare). That same week, Trump withdrew the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link], re-instated the Mexico City Policy[image: External link], reopened the Keystone XL[image: External link] and Dakota Access Pipeline[image: External link] construction projects and signed an executive order to begin planning, designing and constructing a new Mexico border wall[image: External link] and reinforce border security.[475]

On January 31, Trump nominated[image: External link] U.S. Appeals Court judge Neil Gorsuch[image: External link] to fill the vacancy left on the Supreme Court[image: External link] by the death of Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link].[476] The Senate confirmed the nomination on April 7, with a 54–45 vote.[477]
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Main articles: Executive Order 13769[image: External link] and Executive Order 13780[image: External link]


On January 27, President Trump signed an executive order that suspended admission of refugees for 120 days and denied entry to citizens of Iraq[image: External link], Iran[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Syria[image: External link], and Yemen[image: External link] for 90 days, citing security concerns about terrorism. The following day, thousands of protesters gathered at airports and other locations throughout the United States to protest the signing of the order and detainment of the foreign nationals.[478] Later, the administration seemed to reverse a portion of part of the order, effectively exempting visitors with a green card.[479][480] Two Iraqi nationals detained upon arrival filed a complaint.[481] Several federal judges issued rulings that curtailed parts of the immigration order, stopping the federal government from deporting visitors already affected.[480]

On March 6, 2017, Trump issued a revised executive order[image: External link], that, among other differences with the original order, excluded Iraq, visa-holders, and permanent residents from the temporary suspension and did not differentiate Syrian refugees from refugees from other countries.[482]
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Main articles: Dismissal of James Comey[image: External link] and Comey memos[image: External link]


See also: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections[image: External link]


On May 9, 2017, Trump dismissed FBI Director James Comey[image: External link], attributing the action to recommendations from Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions[image: External link] and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein[image: External link].[483] Rosenstein had written a memo criticizing Comey's conduct in the investigation about Hillary Clinton's emails[image: External link].[484] But Trump himself seemed to contradict the White House claim that he had acted because of the Clinton email issue identified by Rosenstein. On May 11 he stated, "When I decided to [fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story, it's an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that they should have won.'"[485][486] In the same interview he said he had intended all along to fire Comey, regardless of any recommendations.[487] Also on May 11, a White House spokesperson directly tied the dismissal to the Russian investigations, saying the White House believed firing Comey was a step toward letting that probe "come to its conclusion with integrity".[488] Multiple FBI insiders said they believe the real reason Comey was fired was because he had refused to end the investigation into Russian connections to the election, and in fact had intensified his involvement with the investigation, receiving daily instead of weekly briefings on its progress.[489]

According to memos written by Comey[image: External link] documenting his interactions with Trump, in February 2017 Trump said, “I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go”, in relation to the FBI investigation into Michael Flynn[image: External link],[490][491][492][493][494][495] who was forced to resign as National Security Advisor after it was discovered that that he misled the Vice President about communications with a Russian ambassador.

In March 2017, Trump separately asked Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] Dan Coats[image: External link] and Director of the National Security Agency[image: External link] Michael S. Rogers[image: External link] to issue statements saying there was no evidence that his campaign colluded with Russia during the 2016 election, after Comey had informed the House Intelligence Committee that the FBI was investigating the possibility of collusion.[496][497] Both Coats and Rogers declined to issue the requested statement. They reportedly regarded Trump's request as extraordinary but not illegal. They believed it was more of a public relations request. They exchanged notes about the conversation, and Coats recorded a memo about it.[498]
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Trump's energy policy advocates domestic industrial support for both fossil and renewable energy sources in order to curb reliance on Middle-Eastern oil and possibly turn the U.S. into a net energy exporter.[499] His appointed advisers[image: External link] favor a less regulated energy market and, because they do not consider climate change[image: External link] a threat, see no need for immediate action.[500]
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Main article: Environmental policy under the Trump administration[image: External link]


Trump does not accept the scientific consensus on climate change[image: External link].[501][502] In 2012, he said that global warming[image: External link] was a hoax invented by the Chinese, but later said that he was joking.[503][504] He has called the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)[image: External link] a "disgrace" and has threatened to cut its budget.[505] Trump pledged to eliminate the Clean Power Plan[image: External link][506] and withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement[image: External link], which calls for reductions in carbon emissions in more than 170 countries.[507] After winning the presidency, Trump said he had an "open mind" towards the Paris agreement,[508] but on June 1, 2017, he announced that the United States would withdraw from the Paris agreement[image: External link], making the United States one of only three nations, including Syria and Nicaragua, to do so.[509]
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Main article: Immigration policy of Donald Trump


Trump's immigration policies were intensely discussed during the campaign. Trump vowed to build a more substantial wall[image: External link] on the Mexico–United States border[image: External link] to keep out illegal immigrants[image: External link], a wall which Trump promised Mexico would pay for.[510][511][512] He pledged to massively deport illegal immigrants residing in the United States[image: External link],[513] and criticized birthright citizenship as it creates "anchor babies[image: External link]".[514] He said the focus of deportation would be criminals, those who have overstayed their visas, and other "security threats".[515]

Following the November 2015 Paris attacks[image: External link], Trump made a controversial proposal to completely ban Muslim non-citizens from entering the United States until stronger vetting systems could be implemented.[516][517][518] Later in 2016 he stated that the ban would apply only to people originating from countries with a "proven history of terrorism against the United States or its allies", or countries "compromised by terrorism".[519][520][521]

In late January 2017, Trump issued an executive order[image: External link] banning the admission of immigrants from seven predominantly Muslim countries.[522] The order was imposed without warning and took effect immediately;[523] the measure caused chaos at many airports, with consecutive days of mass protest afflicting major airports in the United States.[524] Multiple legal challenges were filed against the order, and a federal court blocked its implementation.[523] In early March 2017, Trump issued a revised order[image: External link] into law, which excluded Iraq[image: External link], gave specific exemptions for permanent residents, no priorities for religious minorities (e.g. Christian refugees) and a week was given to implement legislation.[482][523]
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Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump


Trump is conservative, describes himself as pro-life[image: External link] and generally opposes abortion[image: External link]; exceptions are made in cases of rape[image: External link], incest[image: External link], and circumstances endangering the health of the mother.[525] He has said that he is committed to appointing justices who would try to overturn the ruling in Roe v. Wade[image: External link].[526] He personally supports "traditional marriage"[503] but considers the nationwide legality of same-sex marriage[image: External link] a "settled" issue.[526]

Trump supports a broad interpretation of the Second Amendment[image: External link] and says he is opposed to gun control[image: External link] in general,[527][528] although his views have shifted over time.[529] Trump opposes legalizing recreational marijuana[image: External link] but supports legalizing medical marijuana[image: External link].[530] He favors capital punishment[image: External link],[531][532] as well as the use of waterboarding[image: External link].[533][534]
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 Health care




In 1999, Trump told Larry King Live[image: External link] that "I believe in universal healthcare."[535] Trump's 2000 book, The America We Deserve, argued strongly for a single-payer healthcare[image: External link] system based on the Canadian model[image: External link],[536] and has voiced admiration for the Scottish National Health Service[image: External link].[535][537][538]

However, Trump has repeatedly vowed to repeal and replace Obamacare[image: External link].[539][540] In March 2016, Trump's campaign released a platform summary which included a variety of free-market health reforms[image: External link] including provisions to allow health insurance to be sold across state lines, enable individuals to deduct health insurance premiums, expand health savings accounts, and give more control of Medicaid to the states.[541][542]

Trump aims to streamline the Department of Veterans Affairs[image: External link], getting rid of backlogs and waitlists[image: External link], and upgrading relevant facilities.[543] On his first Monday in office, Trump issued a federal hiring freeze on the VA.[544]
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 Education




Trump has stated his support for school choice[image: External link] and local control for primary and secondary schools.[545] He opposes the Common Core State Standards Initiative[image: External link] for primary and secondary schools,[546] and has called Common Core "a disaster" that must be ended.[547] He has stated he would abolish all or part of the Department of Education[image: External link].[548]
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 Economy and trade




Main article: Economic policy of Donald Trump


Trump's campaign tax plan called for levelling the corporate tax[image: External link] rate to 15%, eliminating various business loopholes and deductions,[363] and reducing the number of brackets for personal income tax: the top rate would be reduced from 39.6% to 25%, a large "zero bracket" would be created, and the alternative minimum tax[image: External link] and estate tax[image: External link] (which currently applies to individual estates over $5.45 million or $10.9 million per married couple) would both be eliminated.[549] His comments about the minimum wage[image: External link] have been inconsistent.[550][551][552]

Trump identifies as a "free trader[image: External link]", but says that trade must be "reasonably fair".[553] He has often been called a " protectionist[image: External link]",[554][555][556] because of his criticism of NAFTA[image: External link],[557][558] the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] (TPP),[559] and his proposal to raise tariffs on Chinese and Mexican exports to the United States[image: External link] significantly.[560][561] He has also been critical of the World Trade Organization[image: External link], threatening to leave unless his proposed tariffs are accepted.[562][563] However, Trump has been very keen to support a "fair" post- Brexit[image: External link] trade deal with the United Kingdom[image: External link],[564] which Trump says would be "good for both sides".[565]
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 Government size and deregulation




Trump's early policies have favored deregulation[image: External link] and a smaller federal government. He became the first president in sixteen years to sign a Congressional Review Act[image: External link] disapproval resolution; the law had been used only once before.[566] During his first six weeks in office, he abolished ninety federal regulations.[567][568]

On January 23, 2017, Trump ordered a temporary government-wide hiring freeze[image: External link], which allows for exceptions, primarily for jobs deemed vital for national security or public safety reasons.[569][570] The Comptroller General[image: External link] of the Government Accountability Office[image: External link] told a House committee[image: External link] that hiring freezes have not proven to be effective in reducing costs.[571] Unlike some past freezes, the current freeze bars agencies from adding contractors to make up for employees leaving.[571]

A week later Trump signed Executive Order 13771[image: External link], directing administrative agencies to repeal two existing regulations for every new regulation they issue.[572][573] Harvard Law[image: External link] professor Jody Freeman[image: External link] said that the order would do no more than slow the regulatory process, because it did not block rules required by statute.[574]

On February 24, 2017, Trump ordered the agencies to create task forces to determine which regulations are deemed burdensome to the U.S. economy.[575] Agency defenders expressed opposition to Trump's criticisms, saying that the bureaucracy exists to protect people against well-organized, well-funded interest groups.[576]
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 Foreign policy




Main articles: Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration and Foreign policy of Donald Trump


Trump has been described as non-interventionist[image: External link][577][578] and nationalist.[579] He repeatedly stated that he supports "America First[image: External link]" foreign policy.[580] He supports increasing United States military defense spending,[579] but favors decreasing United States spending on NATO[image: External link] and in the Pacific region.[581] He says America should look inward, stop "nation building", and re-orient its resources toward domestic needs.[578] As a candidate he questioned whether he, as president, would automatically extend security guarantees to NATO members[image: External link],[582] and suggested that he might leave NATO unless changes are made to the alliance.[583] But as president he has re-affirmed the U.S. commitment to NATO.[584]

In order to confront the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria[image: External link] (ISIS), Trump in 2015 called for seizing the oil in ISIS-occupied areas, using U.S. air power and ground troops.[585] In 2016, Trump advocated sending 20,000 to 30,000 U.S. troops to the region,[586][587] a position he later retracted.[588] Regarding the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link], Trump has stated the importance of being a neutral party during potential negotiations, while also having stated that he is "a big fan of Israel".[589] During the campaign he said he would relocate the U.S. embassy in Israel[image: External link] to Jerusalem[image: External link] from its current location, Tel Aviv[image: External link], although he has not pursued that proposal as president.[590] On May 22, 2017, Trump was the first U.S. president to visit the Western Wall[image: External link] in Jerusalem, during his first foreign trip, visiting Israel, Italy[image: External link], the Vatican, and Belgium[image: External link].[591]

Both as a candidate and as president, Trump repeatedly said he wants a good relationship with Russia.[592][593] Trump has pledged to hold a summit meeting with Vladimir Putin[image: External link].[594] He added that Russia could help the U.S. in fighting ISIS militants[image: External link].[595] On April 7, 2017, Trump ordered the Shayrat missile strike[image: External link] in retaliation for the chemical weapons attack in Syria.[596]
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 2020 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2020


Trump signaled his intention to run for a second term by filing with the FEC within hours of assuming the presidency.[597][598] This transformed his 2016 election committee into a 2020 reelection one.[599] Trump marked the official start of the campaign with a campaign rally in Melbourne, Florida[image: External link], on February 18, 2017, less than a month after taking office.[600] By February 1, 2017, the campaign had already raised over $7 million.[601]
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 Awards, honors, and distinctions





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Honorary degrees





	
Honorary[image: External link] Doctor of Laws from Lehigh University[image: External link] in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania[image: External link] (1988)[602][603]


	Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Wagner College[image: External link] in Staten Island[image: External link], New York (2004)[604][605]


	Honorary Doctor of Business Administration from Robert Gordon University[image: External link] in Aberdeen[image: External link], Scotland (2010)[606][607] (revoked in 2015)[608]


	Honorary Doctor of Business Administration from Liberty University[image: External link] in Lynchburg, Virginia[image: External link] (2012)[609][610]


	Honorary Doctor of Laws from Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia (2017)[611][612]
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 Organizational recognitions





	The Jewish National Fund[image: External link]'s Tree of Life Award[image: External link] for contributions to Israel–United States relations. (1983)[613]


	
Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his role in Ghosts Can't Do It[image: External link] (1990)[614]


	
Gaming Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1995)[615]


	Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] (2007)[616][617]


	
Muhammad Ali[image: External link] Entrepreneur Award (2007)[618]


	
WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2013)[619]


	
The Algemeiner[image: External link] Liberty Award for contributions to Israel–United States relations. (2015)[620]


	Marine Corps–Law Enforcement Foundation Commandant's Leadership Award. (2015)[621]


	
Time[image: External link] Person of the Year[image: External link] (2016)

	
Financial Times[image: External link] Person of the Year[image: External link] (2016)
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 State orders and awards





	
Honorary Colonel[image: External link] from Kentucky[image: External link] (2012)[622]


	
Collar of Abdulaziz al Saud[image: External link] from Saudi Arabia[image: External link] (2017)[623]
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 See also





	List of richest American politicians[image: External link]

	Donald Trump on social media
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 Notes






	
^ The number "five" includes the elections of 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016. Despite their similarities, some of these five elections had peculiar results; e.g. John Quincy Adams trailed in both the national popular vote and the electoral college in 1824 (since no-one had a majority in the electoral college, Adams was chosen by the House of Representatives), and Samuel Tilden[image: External link] in 1876 remains the only losing candidate to win an actual majority of the popular vote (rather than just a plurality[image: External link]).[413][414]


	
^ Grover Cleveland[image: External link] was the 22nd and 24th president[image: External link].[422]
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	It has been suggested that Marian Shields Robinson[image: External link] be merged[image: External link] into this article. ( Discuss[image: External link]) Proposed since April 2017.




Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (born January 17, 1964) is an American lawyer and writer who was First Lady of the United States from 2009 to 2017. She is married to the 44th[image: External link] President of the United States, Barack Obama, and is the first African-American[image: External link] First Lady. Raised on the South Side[image: External link] of Chicago, Illinois, Obama is a graduate of Princeton University[image: External link] and Harvard Law School[image: External link], and spent her early legal career working at the law firm Sidley Austin[image: External link], where she met her husband. She subsequently worked as the Associate Dean of Student Services at the University of Chicago[image: External link] and the Vice President for Community and External Affairs of the University of Chicago Medical Center[image: External link]. Barack and Michelle married in 1992 and have two daughters.

Obama campaigned for her husband's presidential bid[image: External link] throughout 2007 and 2008, delivering a keynote address at the 2008 Democratic National Convention. She returned to speak at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], and again during the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link], where she delivered a speech in support of the Democratic presidential nominee, and fellow First Lady, Hillary Clinton.

As First Lady, Obama became a fashion icon, a role model for women, and an advocate for poverty awareness, nutrition, physical activity, and healthy eating.[1][2]
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See also: Michelle Robinson Obama's extended family[image: External link]
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Michelle LaVaughn Robinson was born on January 17, 1964, in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link], to Fraser Robinson III,[3] a city water plant employee and Democratic[image: External link] precinct captain[image: External link], and Marian Shields Robinson[image: External link], a secretary at Spiegel's catalog store[image: External link].[4] Her mother was a full-time homemaker until Michelle entered high school.[5]

The Robinson and Shields families trace their roots to pre-Civil War[image: External link] African Americans in the American South[image: External link].[3] On her father's side, she is descended from the Gullah[image: External link] people of South Carolina's Low Country[image: External link] region.[6] Her paternal great-great grandfather, Jim Robinson, was a slave[image: External link] on Friendfield Plantation[image: External link] in South Carolina[image: External link],[7][8] the state where some of her paternal family still reside.[9][10] Her grandfather Fraser Robinson, Jr. built his own house in South Carolina. He and his wife LaVaughn (née Johnson) returned to the Low Country after retirement.[7]

Among her maternal ancestors was her great-great-great-grandmother, Melvinia Shields, a slave on Henry Walls Shields' 200-acre farm in Clayton County, Georgia[image: External link]. Melvinia's first son, Dolphus T. Shields, was biracial and born into slavery about 1860. Based on DNA and other evidence, in 2012 researchers said his father was likely 20-year-old Charles Marion Shields, son of her master.[11] Melvinia did not talk to relatives about Dolphus' father.[12] Dolphus Shields moved to Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link] after the Civil War, and some of his children migrated to Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link] and Chicago.[11]

All four of her grandparents had multiracial ancestors, reflecting the complex history of the U.S., but her extended family has said that people did not talk about the era of slavery when they were growing up.[11] Her distant ancestry includes Irish and other European roots.[13] In addition, a paternal first cousin once-removed is the African-American Jewish Rabbi[image: External link] Capers Funnye[image: External link], son of her grandfather's sister.[14][15]

Robinson grew up in a two-story bungalow on Euclid Avenue in Chicago's South Shore[image: External link] community area[image: External link]. Her parents rented a small apartment on the second floor from her great-aunt, who lived downstairs.[4][16][17][18] She was raised in what she describes as a "conventional" home, with "the mother at home, the father works, you have dinner around the table."[19] Her elementary school was down the street. They enjoyed playing games such as Monopoly[image: External link], reading, and frequently saw extended family on both sides.[20] She played piano,[21] learning from her great-aunt who was a piano teacher.[22] The Robinsons attended services at nearby South Shore United Methodist Church.[16] They used to vacation in a rustic cabin in White Cloud, Michigan[image: External link].[16] She and her 21-month older brother, Craig[image: External link], skipped the second grade.[4][23]

Her father suffered from multiple sclerosis[image: External link] which had a profound emotional effect on her as she was growing up. She was determined to stay out of trouble and be a good student, which was what her father wanted for her.[24] By sixth grade, Michelle joined a gifted class at Bryn Mawr Elementary School (later renamed Bouchet Academy).[25] She attended Whitney Young High School[image: External link],[26] Chicago's first magnet high school[image: External link], established as a selective enrollment school, where she was a classmate of Jesse Jackson[image: External link]'s daughter Santita[image: External link].[20] The round-trip commute from the Robinsons' South Side home to the Near West Side[image: External link], where the school was located, took three hours.[27] She recalled being fearful of how others would perceive her, but disregarded any negativity around her and used it "to fuel me, to keep me going."[28][29] She recalled experiencing gender discrimination[image: External link] growing up, saying, for example, that rather than asking her for her opinion on a given subject, people commonly tended to ask what her older brother thought.[30] She was on the honor roll for four years, took advanced placement[image: External link] classes, was a member of the National Honor Society[image: External link], and served as student council[image: External link] treasurer.[4] She graduated in 1981 as the salutatorian[image: External link] of her class.[27]
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She was inspired to follow her brother to Princeton University[image: External link],[5] where he graduated in 1983,[31] after which he went on to become a basketball coach at Oregon State University[image: External link] and Brown University[image: External link].[32] She recalls that some of her teachers in high school tried to dissuade her from applying, that she had been told she was "setting my sights too high".[33][34] She believed that her brother's status as an alumnus may have helped her during the admission process,[35] but she was resolved to demonstrate her own worthiness.[31] She acknowledges that she was overwhelmed when first arriving in first year, attributing this to the fact that neither of her parents had graduated from college,[36] and that she had never spent time on a college campus.[37]

The mother of a white roommate reportedly unsuccessfully tried to get her daughter moved because of Michelle's race. She recalls her time at Princeton being the first time she was made more aware of her ethnicity and that despite the willingness of her classmates and teachers to want to understand her, she still felt "like a visitor on campus."[38][39] "I remember being shocked," she says, "by college students who drove BMWs[image: External link]. I didn't even know parents who drove BMWs."[27]

While at Princeton, she got involved with the Third World Center (now known as the Carl A. Fields Center), an academic and cultural group that supported minority students, running their day care center, which also included after school tutoring.[40] She challenged the teaching methodology for French because she felt that it should be more conversational.[41] As part of her requirements for graduation, she wrote a thesis titled Princeton-Educated Blacks and the Black Community.[42][43] She researched her thesis by sending a questionnaire to African American graduates, requesting they specify when and how comfortable they were with their race prior to their enrollment at Princeton and how they felt about it when they were a student and since then. Of the 400 alumni to whom she sent the survey, fewer than 90 responded, and her findings did not support her hope that the black alumni would still identify with the African American community, even though they had attended an elite university with all of the advantages that accrues to its graduates.[44] She majored in sociology and minored in African American studies[image: External link], graduating cum laude[image: External link] with a Bachelor of Arts in 1985.[4][45]

Robinson went on to earn her Juris Doctor[image: External link] (J.D.) degree from Harvard Law School[image: External link] in 1988.[46] By the time she applied for Harvard Law, biographer Bond wrote, her confidence had grown; "This time around, there was no doubt in her mind that she had earned her place".[44] Her faculty mentor at Harvard Law was Charles Ogletree[image: External link], who has said that she had answered the question that had plagued her throughout Princeton by the time she arrived at Harvard Law, of whether she would remain the product of her parents or keep the identity she had acquired at Princeton, believing that she concluded she could be "both brilliant and black."[47]

At Harvard she participated in demonstrations advocating the hiring of professors who were members of minorities[48] and worked for the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau[image: External link], assisting low-income tenants with housing cases.[49] She is the third First Lady with a postgraduate degree[image: External link], after her two immediate predecessors, Hillary Clinton and Laura Bush.[50] She would later say her education gave her opportunities beyond what she had ever imagined.[51] In July 2008, she accepted the invitation to become an honorary member of the 100-year-old black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha[image: External link], which had no active undergraduate chapter at Princeton when she attended.[52]
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Her father, Fraser C. Robinson III, died from complications from his illness in March 1991.[53] She would later say that although he was the "hole in my heart" and "loss in my scar", the memory of her father has motivated her each day since.[37] Her friend Suzanne Alele died from cancer around this time as well, Obama later telling Katie Couric that the loss made her think of her contributions toward society and how well she was influencing the world from her law firm. This was seen as a turning point for Michelle.[54]

Michelle met Barack Obama when they were among the few African Americans at their law firm, Sidley Austin LLP[image: External link] (she has sometimes said only two, although others have pointed out there were others in different departments),[55] and she was assigned to mentor him while he was a summer associate[image: External link].[56] Their relationship started with a business lunch and then a community organization[image: External link] meeting where he first impressed her.[57]

Before meeting Obama, Michelle had told her mother she would focus solely on her career.[58] The couple's first date was to the Spike Lee[image: External link] movie Do the Right Thing[image: External link].[59] Barack Obama has opined that the two had an "opposites attract" scenario in their interest for each other initially since Michelle had stability through her two-parent home while he was "adventurous".[60] They married in October 1992,[57] and have two daughters, Malia Ann (born 1998) and Natasha (known as Sasha, born 2001).[61] Michelle Obama's mother, Marian Robinson was quoted by Washington Post[image: External link] correspondent Peter Slevin in his book, Michelle Obama: A Life[62] in an interview with WTTW[image: External link]'s Chicago Tonight in which Mrs Robinson addressed the issue of race. She told the interviewer that Barack Obama's mixed-race heritage did not worry her; "'That didn't concern me as much as had he been completely white."[63]

After his election to the U.S. Senate, the Obama family continued to live on Chicago's South Side, choosing to remain there rather than moving to Washington, D.C. Throughout her husband's 2008 campaign for US President[image: External link], she made a "commitment to be away overnight only once a week – to campaign only two days a week and be home by the end of the second day" for their two daughters.[64]

She once requested that her then-fiancé meet her prospective boss, Valerie Jarrett[image: External link], when considering her first career move;[19] Jarrett is now one of her husband's closest advisors.[65][66] The marital relationship has had its ebbs and flows; the combination of an evolving family life and beginning political career led to many arguments about balancing work and family. Barack Obama wrote in his second book, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream[image: External link], that "Tired and stressed, we had little time for conversation, much less romance."[67] However, despite their family obligations and careers, they continued to attempt to schedule date nights while they lived in Chicago.[68]

The Obamas' daughters attended the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools[image: External link], a private school.[69] As a member of the school's board, Michelle fought to maintain diversity in the school when other board members connected with the University of Chicago tried to reserve more slots for children of the university faculty. This resulted in a plan to expand the school.[5] Malia and Sasha now attend Sidwell Friends School[image: External link] in Washington, after also considering Georgetown Day School[image: External link].[70][71] Michelle stated in an interview on The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link] that they do not intend to have any more children.[72] The Obamas have received advice from past first ladies Laura Bush, Rosalynn Carter and Hillary Clinton about raising children in the White House.[71] Marian Robinson[image: External link], Michelle's mother, has moved into the White House to assist with child care.[73]
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Michelle Obama was raised United Methodist[image: External link] and joined the Trinity United Church of Christ[image: External link], where she and Barack Obama married, performed by Jeremiah Wright[image: External link]. On May 31, 2008, Barack and Michelle Obama announced that they had withdrawn their membership in Trinity United Church of Christ stating: "Our relations with Trinity have been strained by the divisive statements of Reverend Wright, which sharply conflict with our own views."[74]

The Obama family has attended several different Protestant churches since moving to Washington D.C. in 2009, including Shiloh Baptist Church[image: External link] and St. John's Episcopal Church[image: External link]. At the 49th African Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link]'s general conference, Michelle Obama encouraged the attendees to advocate for political awareness, saying, "To anyone who says that church is no place to talk about these issues, you tell them there is no place better – no place better, because ultimately, these are not just political issues – they are moral issues, they're issues that have to do with human dignity and human potential, and the future we want for our kids and our grandkids."[75]
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Following law school, she was an associate at the Chicago office of the law firm Sidley & Austin[image: External link], where she first met her future husband. At the firm, she worked on marketing and intellectual property.[4] She continues to hold her law license[image: External link], but as she no longer needs it for her work, it has been on a voluntary inactive status since 1993.[76][77]

In 1991, she held public sector[image: External link] positions in the Chicago city government as an Assistant to the Mayor[image: External link], and as Assistant Commissioner of Planning and Development. In 1993, she became Executive Director for the Chicago office of Public Allies[image: External link], a non-profit organization encouraging young people to work on social issues in nonprofit groups and government agencies.[26] She worked there nearly four years and set fundraising[image: External link] records for the organization that still stood 12 years after she left.[20]

In 1996, Obama served as the Associate Dean of Student Services at the University of Chicago[image: External link], where she developed the University's Community Service Center.[78] In 2002, she began working for the University of Chicago Hospitals, first as executive director for community affairs and, beginning May 2005, as Vice President for Community and External Affairs.[79]

She continued to hold the University of Chicago Hospitals position during the primary campaign, but cut back to part-time in order to spend time with her daughters as well as work for her husband's election;[80] she subsequently took a leave of absence from her job.[81] According to the couple's 2006 income tax return[image: External link], her salary was $273,618 from the University of Chicago Hospitals, while her husband had a salary of $157,082 from the United States Senate[image: External link]. The Obamas' total income, however, was $991,296, which included $51,200 she earned as a member of the board of directors of TreeHouse Foods[image: External link], and investments and royalties from his books.[82] Obama stated that she had never been happier in her life prior to working "to build Public Allies".[83]

Obama served as a salaried board member of TreeHouse Foods[image: External link], Inc. ( NYSE[image: External link]:  THS[image: External link]),[84] a major Wal-Mart[image: External link] supplier with which she cut ties immediately after her husband made comments critical of Wal-Mart at an AFL-CIO[image: External link] forum in Trenton, New Jersey[image: External link], on May 14, 2007.[85] She also served on the board of directors of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs[image: External link].[86]
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During an interview in 1996, Michelle Obama acknowledged there was a "strong possibility" her husband would begin a political career, but said she was "wary" of the process due to it meaning that their lives would become "an open book" while she was private.[87]

Although she has campaigned on her husband's behalf since early in his political career by handshaking and fund-raising, she did not relish the activity at first. When she campaigned during her husband's 2000 run[image: External link] for United States House of Representatives[image: External link], her boss at the University of Chicago asked if there was any single thing about campaigning that she enjoyed; after some thought, she replied that visiting so many living rooms had given her some new decorating[image: External link] ideas.[88][89] Obama opposed her husband's run for the congressional seat, and, after his defeat, she preferred he tend to the financial needs of the family in what she deemed a more practical way.[90]
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 2008 Presidential campaign




At first, Obama had reservations about her husband's presidential campaign, due to fears about a possible negative effect on their daughters.[91] She says that she negotiated an agreement in which her husband was to quit smoking in exchange for her support of his decision to run.[92] About her role in her husband's presidential campaign she has said: "My job is not a senior adviser".[65][93][94] During the campaign, she has discussed race and education by using motherhood as a framework.[41]

In May 2007, three months after her husband declared his presidential candidacy, Obama reduced her professional responsibilities by 80 percent to support his presidential campaign.[19] Early in the campaign, she had limited involvement in which she traveled to political events only two days a week and rarely traveled overnight;[95] by early February 2008 her participation had increased significantly, attending thirty-three events in eight days.[66] She made several campaign appearances with Oprah Winfrey[image: External link].[96][97] She wrote her own stump speeches[image: External link] for her husband's presidential campaign and generally spoke without notes.[27]

During the campaign, columnist Cal Thomas[image: External link] on Fox News[image: External link] labeled Michelle Obama as an "Angry Black Woman[image: External link]"[98][99][100] and some web sites attempted to propagate this image,[101] prompting her to respond: "Barack and I have been in the public eye for many years now, and we've developed a thick skin along the way. When you're out campaigning, there will always be criticism. I just take it in stride, and at the end of the day, I know that it comes with the territory."[102]

By the time of the 2008 Democratic National Convention in August, media outlets observed that her presence on the campaign trail had grown softer than at the start of the race, focusing on soliciting concerns and empathizing with the audience rather than throwing down challenges to them, and giving interviews to shows like The View[image: External link] and publications like Ladies' Home Journal[image: External link] rather than appearing on news programs. The change was even reflected in her fashion choices, wearing more informal clothes in place of her previous designer pieces.[88] The View appearance was partly intended to help soften her public image,[98] and it was widely covered in the press.[103]

The presidential campaign was Obama's first exposure to the national political scene; even before the field of Democratic candidates[image: External link] was narrowed to two, she was considered the least famous of the candidates' spouses.[93] Early in the campaign, she told anecdotes about the Obama family life; however, as the press began to emphasize her sarcasm, she toned it down.[82][92]

New York Times op-ed[image: External link] columnist Maureen Dowd[image: External link] wrote:


I wince a bit when Michelle Obama chides her husband as a mere mortal – a comic routine that rests on the presumption that we see him as a god ... But it may not be smart politics to mock him in a way that turns him from the glam JFK into the mundane Gerald Ford[image: External link], toasting his own English muffin. If all Senator Obama is peddling is the Camelot[image: External link] mystique, why debunk this mystique?[93][104]



On the first night of the 2008 Democratic National Convention, Craig Robinson[image: External link] introduced his younger sister.[105] She delivered her speech, during which she sought to portray herself and her family as the embodiment of the American Dream[image: External link].[106] Obama said she and her husband believe "that you work hard for what you want in life, that your word is your bond, and you do what you say you're going to do, that you treat people with dignity and respect, even if you don't know them, and even if you don't agree with them."[107] She also emphasized loving her country, in response to criticism for her previous statements about feeling proud of her country for the first time,[106][108][109] where the original statement was seen as a gaffe.[110] That keynote address was largely well-received and drew mostly positive reviews.[111] A Rasmussen Reports[image: External link] poll found that her favorability among Americans reached 55%.[112]

On an October 6, 2008 broadcast, Larry King[image: External link] asked Obama if the American electorate was past the Bradley effect[image: External link]. She stated that her husband's achievement of the nomination was a fairly strong indicator that it was.[113] The same night she was interviewed by Jon Stewart[image: External link] on The Daily Show[image: External link] where she deflected criticism of her husband and his campaign.[114] On Fox News' America's Pulse[image: External link], E. D. Hill[image: External link] referred to the fist bump[image: External link] shared by the Obamas on the night that he clinched the Democratic presidential nomination[image: External link] as a "terrorist fist jab"; Hill was taken off air and the show itself was cancelled.[115][116][117]
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 2012 Presidential re-election campaign




Obama campaigned for her husband's re-election in 2012. Beginning in 2011, Obama became more politically active than she had been since the 2008 election, though avoided discussions about the re-election bid.[118] By the time of the election cycle, she had developed a more open public image,[119][120] some viewing her as the most popular member of the Obama administration,[121] as her poll numbers having never dropped below 60% since entering the White House[122] and an Obama senior campaign official even dubbed her "the most popular political figure in America".[123] The positive assessment was reasoned to have contributed to her active role in the re-election campaign, but it was noted that the challenge for the Obama campaign was using her without tarnishing her popularity. Obama was viewed as a polarizing figure, having both "sharp enmity and deep loyalty" from Americans, but she was also seen as having improved her image since the time of the last election when her husband initially ran for the presidency.[121] It was commented by Isabel Wilkinson of The Daily Beast[image: External link] that her style changed over the course of the campaign to sensitive and economical.[124]

Obama expressed confidence in her husband's debating skills prior to the first debate of the election cycle,[125] though his performance would later be criticized as appearing detached and for looking down when addressing Romney,[126][127] leading to a consensus that the latter won the debate.[128] After her speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], Obama was found through a CBS News/New York Times poll conducted in September to have a 61% favorably rating with registered voters, the highest favorability she had sustained since April 2009.[129] Obama aimed to humanize her husband with relating stories about him, attempting to appeal to female voters in swing states. It was commented by Paul Harris of The Guardian[image: External link] that the same tactic was being used by Ann Romney[image: External link], wife of 2012 Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney[image: External link]. Polls in October showed their husbands tied at 47% for the female vote. However, Michelle Obama's favorability ratings remained higher than Ann Romney's at 69% to 52%.[130] Despite Obama's higher poll numbers, comparisons between Obama and Romney were consistently made by the media until the election,[131][132] regardless of Michelle Cottle of Newsweek[image: External link] writing, "nobody votes for first lady."[133]
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 First Lady of the United States




During her early months as First Lady, Obama visited homeless shelters[image: External link] and soup kitchens[image: External link].[134] She also sent representatives to schools and advocated public service.[134][135]

Obama advocated for her husband's policy priorities by promoting bills that support it. She hosted a White House reception for women's rights advocates in celebration of the enactment of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009[image: External link] Pay equity[image: External link] law. She supported the economic stimulus bill in visits to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link] and United States Department of Education[image: External link]. Some observers looked favorably upon her legislative activities, while others said that she should be less involved in politics. According to her representatives, she intends to visit all United States Cabinet[image: External link]-level agencies in order to get acquainted with Washington.[136]

On June 5, 2009, the White House announced that Michelle Obama was replacing her current chief of staff, Jackie Norris[image: External link], with Susan Sher, a longtime friend and adviser. Norris became a senior adviser to the Corporation for National and Community Service[image: External link].[137] Another key aide, Spelman College[image: External link] alumna Kristen Jarvis, served from 2008 until 2015, when she left to become chief of staff to the Ford Foundation[image: External link] president Darren Walker[image: External link].[138]

In 2009 Michelle Obama was named Barbara Walters' Most Fascinating Person[image: External link] of the year.[139]

Some initiatives of First Lady Michelle Obama include advocating on behalf of military families, helping working women balance career and family, encouraging national service, and promoting the arts and arts education.[140][141] Obama has made supporting military families and spouses a personal mission and has been increasingly bonding with military families. According to her aides, stories of the sacrifice these families make move her to tears.[141] In April 2012, Obama and husband were awarded the Jerald Washington Memorial Founders' Award by the National Coalition for Homeless Veterans[image: External link] (NCHV).The award is the highest honor given to homeless veteran advocates.[142] Obama was again honored with the award in May 2015, accepting with Jill Biden[image: External link].[143]

In November 2013, a Politico[image: External link] article by Michelle Cottle accusing Obama of being a "feminist nightmare" for not using her position and education to advocate for women's issues was sharply criticized across the political spectrum.[144][145][146] Cottle quoted Linda Hirshman[image: External link] saying of Obama's trendy styles, promotion of gardening and healthy eating, and support of military families that "She essentially became the English lady of the manor, Tory Party, circa 1830s."[144] A prominent critic of Cottle was MSNBC[image: External link] host Melissa Harris-Perry, who rhetorically asked "Are you serious?"[145][146] Supporters of Obama note that the First Lady has been one of the only people in the administration to address obesity[image: External link], through promoting good eating habits, which is one of the leading US public health crises.[147]

In May 2014, Obama joined the campaign to bring back school girls who had been kidnapped in Nigeria[image: External link]. The First Lady tweeted a picture of herself holding a poster with the #bringbackourgirls campaign hashtag.[148]

Over the course of the Obama presidency, particularly during the second term, Michelle Obama was subject to speculation over whether she would run for the presidency herself, similarly to predecessor Hillary Clinton.[149] A potential Michelle Obama candidacy was supported by both Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] and James Clyburn[image: External link].[150] On April 6, 2009, CNN did a poll on whether she should run for the presidency in 2020, 83% of responders being opposed to the idea.[151] A May 2015 Rasmussen poll found Obama had 22% of support to Clinton's 56% of winning the Democratic nomination, higher than that of potential candidates Elizabeth Warren[image: External link], Martin O'Malley[image: External link] and Bernie Sanders[image: External link].[152][153] Another poll from that month found 71% of Americans believed that Obama should not run for the presidency, only 14% approving.[154] On January 14, 2016, during a town-hall meeting, President Obama was asked if the First Lady could be talked into running. He responded, "There are three things that are certain in life: death, taxes, and Michelle is not running for president. That I can tell you."[155][156] On March 16, 2016, while speaking in Austin, Texas[image: External link], Obama denied that she would ever run for the office, citing a desire to "impact as many people as possible in an unbiased way."[157]
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 Let's Move!




Main article: Let's Move![image: External link]


Obama's predecessors Hillary Clinton and Laura Bush supported the organic movement[image: External link] by instructing the White House kitchens to buy organic food[image: External link], and Obama extended their efforts toward healthy eating by planting the White House Kitchen Garden[image: External link], an organic garden, the first White House vegetable garden since Eleanor Roosevelt served as First Lady, and installing bee hives, on the South Lawn of the White House. The garden supplied organic produce and honey to the First Family and for state dinners and other official gatherings.[158][159][160][161]

In January 2010, Obama undertook her first lead role in an administration-wide initiative, which she named "Let's Move![image: External link]," to make progress in reversing the 21st century trend of childhood obesity[image: External link].[160][162] On February 9, 2010, the First Lady announced Let's Move! and President Barack Obama created the Task Force on Childhood Obesity[image: External link] to review all current programs and create a national plan towards change.[163] Michelle Obama stated that her goal was to make this effort her legacy: "I want to leave something behind that we can say, 'Because of this time that this person spent here, this thing has changed.' And my hope is that that's going to be in the area of childhood obesity."[160] Her 2012 book American Grown: The Story of the White House Kitchen Garden and Gardens Across America[image: External link] is based on her experiences with the garden and promotes healthy eating.[164] Her call for action on healthy eating has been echoed by the United States Department of Defense[image: External link], which has been facing an ever-expanding problem of recruit obesity.[165]

Several Republicans have critiqued or lampooned Obama's initiative. In October 2014, senator Rand Paul[image: External link] linked to Michelle Obama's Twitter account when announcing on the website that he was going to Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link].[166] In January 2016, Republican Governor of New Jersey[image: External link] and presidential candidate Chris Christie[image: External link] condemned the First Lady's involvement with healthy eating while on the campaign trail in Iowa[image: External link], arguing that she was using the government to exercise her views on eating.[167][168] Obama had previously cited Christie as an example of an adult who struggled with obesity, a demographic she sought to diminish by targeting children since Let's Move! was "working with kids when they're young, so that they don't have these direct challenges when they get older."[169] In February, Senator Ted Cruz[image: External link] indicated that Obama's health policies would end under his administration, promising that french fries would return to cafeterias if his wife was First Lady.[170]
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 LGBT rights




In the 2008 US presidential election, Obama boasted, to gay Democrat groups, of her husband's record on LGBT rights: his support of the Illinois Human Rights Act, the Illinois gender violence act, the Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link], repealing Don't Ask Don't Tell[image: External link], and full repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link], civil unions[image: External link]; along with hate crimes protection for sexual orientation and gender identity and renewed effort to fight HIV and AIDS[image: External link]. They have both been opponents of constitutional amendments banning same-sex marriage in the federal[image: External link], California[image: External link], and Florida[image: External link] constitutions. She said that the US Supreme Court delivered justice in the Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link] case and drew a connection between the struggles for gay rights and civil rights by stating "We are all only here because of those who marched and bled and died, from Selma to Stonewall, in the pursuit of a more perfect union."[171][172][173]

After the repeal of Don't Ask Don't Tell[image: External link] on September 20, 2011, Obama included openly gay service members in her national military families initiative.[174] On May 9, 2012, Barack and Michelle Obama came out publicly in favor of same-sex marriage. Prior to this, Michelle Obama had never stated her position on same-sex marriage publicly. Senior White House officials said that Michelle Obama and Senior Adviser Valerie Jarrett[image: External link] had been the two most consistent advocates for same-sex marriage in Barack Obama's life.[175] Michelle went on to say that "This is an important issue for millions of Americans, and for Barack and me, it really comes down to the values of fairness and equality we want to pass down to our girls. These are basic values that kids learn at a very young age and that we encourage them to apply in all areas of their lives. And in a country where we teach our children that everyone is equal under the law, discriminating against same-sex couples just isn't right. It's as simple as that."[176] At the 2012 DNC[image: External link] Michelle said, "Barack knows the American Dream because he's lived it ... and he wants everyone in this country to have that same opportunity, no matter who we are, or where we're from, or what we look like, or who we love."[177]
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 Domestic travels




In May 2009, Obama delivered the commencement speech at a graduating ceremony at UC Merced[image: External link] in Merced County, California[image: External link], the address being praised afterward by students who found her relatable. Kevin Fagan of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] wrote that there was chemistry between Obama and the students.[178]

In August 2013, Obama attended the 50th anniversary ceremony for the March on Washington[image: External link] at the Lincoln Memorial[image: External link]. Positive attention was brought to Obama's attire, a black sleeveless dress with red flowers, designed by Tracy Reese[image: External link].[179][180] Reese reacted by releasing a public statement that he was honored the First Lady "would choose to wear one of our designs during the celebration of such a deeply significant historical moment".[181][182]

In March 2015, Obama traveled to Selma, Alabama[image: External link], with her family to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Selma to Montgomery marches[image: External link].[183] After President Obama's remarks there, the Obamas joined original marchers in crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge[image: External link].[184][185]

In July 2015, Obama journeyed to Coachella Valley[image: External link] while coming to Los Angeles for that year's Special Olympics World Games.[186]

In October 2015, Obama was joined by Jill Biden and Prince Harry[image: External link] in visiting a military base in Fort Belvoir, Virginia[image: External link], an attempt on the prince's part to raise awareness to programs supporting harmed service members.[187] In December 2015, Obama traveled with her husband to San Bernardino, California[image: External link], to meet with families of the victims of a terrorist attack[image: External link] that occurred two weeks earlier.[188]
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On April 1, 2009, Obama met with Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in Buckingham Palace[image: External link], Obama embracing her before attending an event with world leaders.[189] Obama praised her, though the hug generated controversy for being out of protocol when greeting Elizabeth.[190][191]

In April 2010, Obama traveled to Mexico[image: External link], her first solo visit to a nation.[192] In Mexico, Obama spoke to students, encouraging them to take responsibility for their futures.[193][194] Referring to the underprivileged children, Obama argued that "potential can be found in some of the most unlikely places", citing herself and her husband as examples.[195][196]

Obama traveled to Africa for the second official trip in June 2011, touring Johannesburg[image: External link], Cape Town[image: External link] and Botswana[image: External link] and meeting with Graca Machel[image: External link]. Obama was also involved with community events in the foreign countries.[197] It was commented by White House staff that her trip to Africa would advance the foreign policy of her husband.[198][199]

In March 2014, Obama visited China along with her two daughters Malia and Sasha, and her mother Marian Robinson. She met with Peng Liyuan[image: External link], the wife of Chinese President Xi Jinping[image: External link], visited historic and cultural sites, as well as a university and two high schools.[200][201] Deputy National Security Adviser Ben Rhodes[image: External link] said that the visit and intent in Obama journeying there was to symbolize "the relationship between the United States and China is not just between leaders, it's a relationship between peoples".[202][203]

In January 2015, Obama traveled to Saudi Arabia[image: External link] alongside her husband, following the death of King Abdullah[image: External link]. She received criticism for not covering her head in a nation where women are forbidden from publicly not doing so,[204][205] though Obama was defended for being a foreigner and thus not having to submit to Saudi Arabia's customs,[206] even being praised in some corners.[207] Obama was neither greeted nor acknowledged by King Salman during the encounter.[208]

In June 2015, Obama undertook a weeklong trip to London and three Italian cities. In London, she spoke with students about international education for adolescent girls and met with both British Prime Minister David Cameron[image: External link] and Prince Harry[image: External link]. She was joined by her two daughters and mother.[209] In November, she spent a week in Qatar[image: External link], her first official visit to the Middle East. She continued advancing her initiative for international education for women by speaking at the 2015 World Innovation Summit for Education for the "Let Girls Learn" initiative in Doha, Qatar[image: External link] and touring a school in Amman, Jordan[image: External link], where she met with female students.[30][210] During the Qatar trip, Obama had intended to visit Jordan as well, but the trip was canceled due to weather conditions. In Jordan, Obama had intended to visit an Amman[image: External link] school, which had been constructed with assistance from U.S. funds.[211]

In March 2016, Obama accompanied her husband and children to Cuba[image: External link] in a trip that was seen by the administration as having the possibility of positively impacting relations between the country and America.[212][213] Later that month, the First Couple and their daughters traveled to Argentina[image: External link],[214] meeting with Argentine President Mauricio Macri[image: External link].[215][216]
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 Midterm elections




Obama campaigned for Democratic candidates in the 2010 midterm elections,[217][218] making her debut on the campaign trail in Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link].[219][220] By the time she began campaigning, Obama's approval rating was 20 percentage points higher than her husband.[221] Though Obama indicated in January 2010 that a consensus had not been made about whether she would campaign,[222] speculation of her involvement came from her large approval rating as well as reports that she had been invited to speak at events with Democrats such as Barbara Boxer[image: External link], Mary Jo Kilroy[image: External link] and Joe Sestak[image: External link].[223] She toured seven states in two weeks within October 2010.[224] Though viewed as essential by the White House, aides reported that she would not become deeply involved with political discussions nor engage Republicans in public disputes.[225] After the elections took place, only six of the thirteen Democratic candidates Obama had campaigned for won. The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] concluded that while Obama was indeed more popular than her husband, her "election scorecard proved no better than his, particularly in her home state."[226]

Obama was a participant in the 2014 midterm elections, held at a time where her popularity superseded her husband's to such an extent that it was theorized that she would receive a much larger outpour of support in campaigning. Reporting her travel to Denver, Colorado[image: External link], David Lightman wrote that while Democrats did not want President Obama to campaign for them, "the first lady is very popular".[227] In May 2014, Obama was found to have a 61% favorable approval rating from a CNN poll, her husband coming in at 43%.[228] In a video released in July, as part of an effort to encourage voter turnout[image: External link], she called on voters to be "hungry as you were back in 2008 and 2012".[229][230] Obama appeared at a fundraiser in Georgia in September for Democratic senate candidate Michelle Nunn[image: External link]. Obama's approach to campaigning in Georgia strayed from discussing current events and instead broadly stressed the importance of registering to vote and turning out during the elections.[228] Obama's infrequent appearances came from her dislike of being away from her children and Washington politics as well as her distaste for the opposition by Republicans to her husband's agenda and her view that Democrats in the U.S. Senate had not sufficiently supporters her initiatives to end childhood obesity.[231] Obama raised her profile in October,[232][233] touring three states in four days.[231] Obama called the elections her husband's "last campaign".[234][235]
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 Hillary Clinton 2016 presidential campaign




Obama endorsed Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton and made several high-profile speeches in favor of her, including an address at the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]. She also appeared multiple times on the campaign trail in either solo or joint appearances with Clinton.[236] On October 13, 2016, Obama heavily criticized Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump for the statements he made in a 2005 audio recording[image: External link] while at a Clinton rally in Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link].[237] A week later, Trump attempted to revive past comments Obama made in regards to Clinton during the 2008 presidential election.[238][239]
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 Public image and style




With the ascent of her husband as a prominent national politician, Obama has become a part of popular culture. In May 2006, Essence[image: External link] listed her among "25 of the World's Most Inspiring Women."[240][241] In July 2007, Vanity Fair listed her among "10 of the World's Best Dressed People." She was an honorary guest at Oprah Winfrey's Legends Ball[image: External link] as a "young'un" paying tribute to the 'Legends,' who helped pave the way for African American women. In September 2007, 02138[image: External link] magazine listed her 58th of 'The Harvard 100'; a list of the prior year's most influential Harvard alumni[image: External link]. Her husband was ranked fourth.[240][242] In July 2008, she made a repeat appearance on the Vanity Fair international best dressed list.[243] She also appeared on the 2008 People[image: External link] list of best-dressed women and was praised by the magazine for her "classic and confident" look.[244][245]

At the time of her husband's election, some sources anticipated that as a high-profile African-American[image: External link] woman in a stable marriage Obama would be a positive role model who would influence the view the world has of African-Americans.[246][247] Her fashion choices were part of the 2009 Fashion week[image: External link],[248] but Obama's influence in the field did not have the impact on the paucity of African-American models who participate, that some thought it might.[249][250]

Obama's public support grew in her early months as First Lady,[134][251] as she was accepted as a role model[image: External link].[134] On her first trip abroad in April 2009, she toured a cancer ward with Sarah Brown[image: External link], wife of British Prime Minister Gordon Brown[image: External link].[252] Newsweek[image: External link] described her first trip abroad as an exhibition of her so-called "star power"[251] and MSN[image: External link] described it as a display of sartorial elegance.[241] Questions were raised by some in the American and British media regarding protocol[image: External link] when the Obamas met Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link][253] and Michelle reciprocated a touch on her back by the Queen during a reception, purportedly against traditional royal etiquette.[253][254] Palace sources denied that any breach in etiquette had occurred.[255]

Obama has been compared to Jacqueline Kennedy due to her sense of style,[243] and also to Barbara Bush for her discipline and decorum.[256][257] Obama's style has been described as "fashion populist."[50] In 2010, she wore clothes, many high end, from more than 50 design companies with less expensive pieces from J.Crew[image: External link] and Target[image: External link], and the same year a study found that her patronage was worth an average of $14 million to a company.[258] She became a fashion trendsetter, in particular favoring sleeveless dresses, including her first-term official portrait in a dress by Michael Kors[image: External link], and her ball gowns designed by Jason Wu[image: External link] for both inaugurals.[259]

Obama appeared on the cover and in a photo spread in the March 2009 issue of Vogue.[260][261] Every First Lady since Lou Hoover (except Bess Truman) has been in Vogue,[260] but only Hillary Clinton had previously appeared on the cover.[262] Obama later appeared two more times on the cover of Vogue, while First Lady, the last time in December 2016, with photographs by Annie Leibovitz[image: External link].[263] In August 2011, she became the first woman ever to appear on the cover of Better Homes and Gardens[image: External link] magazine, and the first person in 48 years.[264] During the 2013 Academy Awards[image: External link], she became the first First Lady[image: External link] to announce the winner of an Oscar[image: External link] (Best Picture which went to Argo[image: External link]).[265]

The media have been criticized for focusing more on the First Lady[image: External link]'s fashion sense than her serious contributions.[50][266] She said after the 2008 election that she would like to focus attention as First Lady on issues of concern to military and working families.[246][267][268] In 2008 U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] blogger, PBS[image: External link] host and Scripps Howard[image: External link] columnist Bonnie Erbé[image: External link] argued that Obama's own publicists seemed to be feeding the emphasis on style over substance,[269] and has stated that Obama is miscasting herself by overemphasizing style.[73][270]
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 Post First Lady Life (2016-present)




Although Obama has repeatedly said she would not run in the 2020 presidential election[image: External link], she is sometimes included when conducting opinion polls about potential Democratic primary candidates.[271]
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Novo Mesto






Novo Mesto (pronounced [ˈnɔːʋɔ ˈmeːstɔ][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]); Slovene: Novo mesto; also known by other alternative names) is the city on a bend of the Krka[image: External link] River in the City Municipality of Novo Mesto[image: External link] in southeastern Slovenia[image: External link], close to the border with Croatia[image: External link]. The town is traditionally considered the economic and cultural centre of the historical Lower Carniola[image: External link] region.[2]
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 Name




Novo Mesto was attested in historical sources in 1365 as Růdolfswerde (and as Rudolfswerd in 1392 and Noua Mesta in 1472).[3] The German name (spelled Rudolfswerth in the modern era) is a compound of the personal name Rudolf and wert 'island, peninsula, land above the water',[3] and refers to Rudolf IV, Duke of Austria[image: External link], who conferred town rights upon the settlement in 1365.[3][4] The parallel German name Neustadtl was also in use (attested as Newestat in 1365, and probably a translation of the Slovene name). The name used for the settlement before 1365 is unknown. The Slovene name Novo mesto literally means 'new town'; names like this are common in Europe and generally refer to settlements built at a site where an older one was burned or otherwise destroyed. From 1865 to 1918, the town was officially named Rudolfovo in Slovene, based on the German name.[3] Following World War I[image: External link] and the dissolution of Austria-Hungary[image: External link], the city became part of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link] and was officially renamed Novo mesto.
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 History




Novo Mesto has been settled since pre-history[image: External link]. The city is one of the most important archeological sites of the Hallstatt culture[image: External link] (Early Iron Age[image: External link]) and has been nicknamed the "City of Situlas" after numerous situlas[image: External link] found in the area.[5] Graben Castle down the Krka River, ancestral seat of the noble House of Graben von Stein[image: External link], was first mentioned in an 1170 deed. The town itself was founded by the Habsburg[image: External link] archduke Rudolf IV of Austria[image: External link] on 7 April 1365 as Rudolfswerth. The Austrian Habsburgs received the Carniolan March[image: External link] from the hands of Emperor Louis IV[image: External link] in 1335 and in 1364 Rudolf "the Founder" proclaimed himself a Duke of Carniola[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link] the city passed back and forth between Nazi Germany[image: External link] and the Kingdom of Italy[image: External link], finally settling to Germany.

In 1958, the authorities of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link] had a motorway[image: External link] built connecting the Slovenian capital Ljubljana[image: External link] and Zagreb[image: External link] in Croatia[image: External link], which passed through Novo Mesto. The A2 motorway[image: External link] is today part of the European route E70[image: External link]. With its construction, Novo Mesto became much better connected to the rest of Slovenia and the rest of Yugoslavia, and began to grow as an important regional center.
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 Demographics





Demographic evolution[6]



	1948
	1953
	1961
	1971
	1981
	1991
	2002
	2011
	2013
	2015



	6,645
	7,526
	9,873
	14,144
	19,741
	22,333
	22,415
	23,341
	23,212
	23,317
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 Culture




Novo Mesto has been a hub of artistic creation in various fields: music, literature, and visual arts. The turning point is the September 1920 exhibition named Novo Mesto Spring, which brought together artists of different genres and marks the beginning of avant-garde art in Slovenia.
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 Music




The development of music in Novo Mesto may be traced to the 16th century, with the clergy, e.g. the provost Jurij Slatkonja[image: External link], promulgating the development of vocal music. Accelerated development took place in the 19th century with the establishment of a brass band[image: External link] in 1846, and the establishment of the Lower Carniola Singing Society in 1884. The society laid the foundations of the vocal music in the wider Lower Carniola[image: External link] area. A significant part in the musical development of the town was contributed by students and the teaching staff of the Novo Mesto Grammar School[image: External link]. The school had a quality singing choir led by Hugolin Sattner, Aleš Ottokar and Ignacij Hladnik as well as a student orchestra led by Viktor Parma. In 1886, a male choir was established in the town in the frame of the Catholic Craftsman Assistants Society. Several classical composers were connected to Novo Mesto, the best known of them being Marjan Kozina[image: External link], after whom the music school of the town is named, and the expressionist composer Marij Kogoj[image: External link]. In the 20th century, particularly after World War II, a number of influential contemporary ( jazz[image: External link], rock[image: External link], and pop[image: External link]) music groups appeared and created in the town, the most notable of them being Rudolfovo, Dan D[image: External link] and others. In the early 21st century, the most popular pop rock music group was Dan D, whereas classical music gained two important pieces of work in the frame of the Jurij Slatkonja Vocal Academy, a chamber opera[image: External link] (The Baptism on the Savica[image: External link]) and Te Deum[image: External link], a monumental cantata[image: External link] work.
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 Literature




The central literature personalities of Novo Mesto are the writer Janez Trdina[image: External link] (1830–1905), the poet Dragotin Kette[image: External link] (1876–1899), and the poet and essayist Anton Podbevšek[image: External link] (1898–1981). Trdina, after whom the central cultural venue of the town is named Janez Trdina Cultural Centre, lived in Novo Mesto in exile and wrote primarily short fictional stories about the Gorjanci[image: External link] hill range, which he published under the title Fairytales and Stories about Gorjanci (Bajke in povesti o Gorjancih). Kette, who lived in Novo Mesto in the time of his studies, wrote lyrical poetry, particularly dedicated to Angela Smola whom he met in the town's chapter church. Podbevšek laid the foundations of Slovene lyrical avant-garde poetry. The youngest professional theatre in Slovenia and the first theatre in the town, established in 2005, has been named after him Anton Podbevšek Theatre.
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 Visual and film arts




Novo Mesto is the birthplace of the painter and graphic artist Božidar Jakac[image: External link] (1899–1989), who produced one of the most extensive oeuvres of visual arts in Slovenia and was a key organiser of visual arts education and visual arts events in the country. Many of his works as well as of other well-known Slovenian artists are kept at the Jakac House in the town. Other known Novo Mesto visual artists were the painter Vladimir Lamut and the architect Marjan Mušič. Several notable film artists originate from Novo Mesto, besides Jakac also the film editor Jurij Moškon[image: External link], and the contemporary film directors Rok Biček, Klemen Dvornik, Nejc Gazvoda[image: External link], and Žiga Virc.
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 Religion




On 7 April 2006 Novo Mesto became the seat for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Novo Mesto[image: External link], which is a suffragan of the Archdiocese of Ljubljana[image: External link].
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 Cathedral




Novo Mesto Cathedral[image: External link], standing on Kapitelj Hill above the town, is dedicated to Saint Nicholas[image: External link] and is an originally Gothic[image: External link] building that was rebuilt in the Baroque[image: External link] style in the 17th century. An oil painting of Tintoretto[image: External link] and altar images by Valentin Metzinger are on display in the church.[7]
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 Economy




Today, tourism is increasing in Slovenia, and Novo Mesto is feeling some of the effects. The Krka Valley is becoming a place for wine[image: External link] enthusiasts who take tours throughout the Lower Carniola region, tasting locally produced Cviček[image: External link] wine, which is produced by blending several different varieties of local wine[image: External link].

Major industries include:


	
Revoz[image: External link], car manufacturing

	
Adria Mobil[image: External link], camper manufacturer

	
Krka (company)[image: External link], pharmaceuticals
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 International relations




See also: List of twin towns and sister cities in Slovenia[image: External link]
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 Twin towns – Sister cities




Novo Mesto is twinned[image: External link] with:


	
Langenhagen[image: External link], Germany

	
Vilafranca del Penedès[image: External link], Spain

	
Bihać[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina

	
Yixing[image: External link], China

	
Province of Brescia[image: External link], Italy

	
Leskovac[image: External link], Serbia

	
Vršac[image: External link], Serbia

	
Herceg Novi[image: External link], Montenegro

	
Toruń[image: External link], Poland[8]


	
Trnava[image: External link], Slovakia




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people




Notable people that were born or lived in Novo Mesto include:


	
Albin Gutman[image: External link] (born 1947), general

	
Božidar Jakac[image: External link] (1899–1989), painter

	
Rado Lencek[image: External link] (1921–2006), linguist, philologist, writer

	
Pino Mlakar[image: External link] (1907–2006), choreographer

	
Edvard Ravnikar[image: External link] (1907–1993), architect

	
Ferdinand Seidl[image: External link] (1856–1942), naturalist and geologist

	
Franz Andreas Schega (1711–1787), rococo medalist

	
Leon Štukelj[image: External link] (1898–1999), Olympic gold medalist

	
Melania Trump (born 1970), jewelry and watch designer, former model, wife of Donald Trump, First Lady of the United States
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 See also





	Krka Basketball Club[image: External link]

	
Langenhagen[image: External link] - the twin city[image: External link] of Novo Mesto

	Novo Mesto Grammar School[image: External link]
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	Capital
	Ljubljana[image: External link]



	Government
	Socialist republic[image: External link]
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	1991
	20,246 km2 (7,817 sq mi)
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The Socialist Republic of Slovenia (Slovene: Socialistična republika Slovenija; Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]: Socijalistička Republika Slovenija) was one of the 6 republics forming the post-World War II[image: External link] country of Yugoslavia[image: External link]. It existed under different names from 29 November 1945 until 25 June 1991. In 1990, while the country was still a part of the Yugoslav federation, the League of Communists of Slovenia allowed for the establishment of other political parties, which led to the democratization of the country.[1] The official name of the republic was Federal Slovenia (Federalna Slovenija) until 20 February 1946, when it was renamed to the People's Republic of Slovenia (Ljudska republika Slovenija).[2] It retained this name until 9 April 1963, when it was again renamed, to Socialist Republic of Slovenia.[3] On 8 March 1990, the Socialist Republic of Slovenia removed the prefix "Socialist" from its name, becoming the Republic of Slovenia[image: External link], though remaining a constituent state of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia until 25 June 1991, when it enacted the laws resulting in independence.

Towards independence

Main article: History of Slovenia[image: External link]


In September 1989, numerous constitutional amendments[image: External link] were passed by the Assembly, which introduced parliamentary democracy[image: External link] to the country.[4][5] The same year Action North[image: External link] united both the opposition and democratized communist establishment in Slovenia as the first defense action against Milošević[image: External link]'s supporters attacks, leading to Slovenian independence.[6][7][8]

The word 'Socialist' was removed from the name of the then state on 7 March 1990.[9] The socialist infrastructure was largely dissolved. The first open democratic election[image: External link] was held on 8 April 1990.[10] The parliamentary elections were won by the opposition, known as the DEMOS coalition[image: External link] led by the dissident Jože Pučnik[image: External link]. At the same time, Milan Kučan[image: External link], the former chairman of the League of Communists of Slovenia (ZKS), was elected President of the Republic. The democratically elected parliament nominated the Christian Democratic[image: External link] leader Lojze Peterle[image: External link] as Prime Minister, which effectively ended the 45-year-long rule of the Communist Party. During this period, Slovenia[image: External link] retained its old flag and coat of arms, and most of the previous symbols as it awaited the creation of new symbols that would eventually come after independence. The old national anthem, Naprej zastava slave[image: External link] was however replaced by the Zdravljica[image: External link] already in March 1990.

On 23 December 1990, a referendum on independence[image: External link] was held in Slovenia, at which 94.8% of the voters (88.5% of the overall electorate) voted in favour of secession of Slovenia from Yugoslavia.[11][12] On 25 June 1991, the acts about the Slovenian independence were passed by the Assembly. Following a short Ten-Day War[image: External link], the military of Slovenia secured its independence; by the end of the year, its independence was recognized by the wider international community[image: External link].
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Slovenes








	Slovenes



	Total population



	
c.[image: External link] 2–2.5 million[1]




	Regions with significant populations



	
Slovenia[image: External link] 1,631,363[2]




	
 United States[image: External link]

	164,634–178,415[3][4][5]




	
  Italy[image: External link]

	83,000 – 100,000 (est.)[1][6]




	
  Germany[image: External link]

	50,000 (2003)[7]




	
  Canada[image: External link]

	37,170 (2011)[8]




	
  Argentina[image: External link]

	30,000 (est.)[1][6]




	
  Austria[image: External link]

	24,855[9]




	
  France[image: External link]

	20,000 (est.)[10] [7][11]




	
  Australia[image: External link]

	20,000 – 25,000 (2008)[12]




	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	10,517 (2011)[13]




	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	4,033 (2012)[14]




	
  Sweden[image: External link]

	4,000[7]




	
  Hungary[image: External link]

	3,025 (2001)[15]




	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	2,433[16]




	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	2,000 – 3,000 (est.)[7]




	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	2,100 (1991)[17]




	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	1,500 (est.)[7]




	
  Brazil[image: External link]

	1,500 (est.)[7]




	
  Netherlands[image: External link]

	1,000 – 2,000 (est.)[18]




	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	1,000 (est.)[7]




	
  Spain[image: External link]

	758 (2007)[19][dead link[image: External link]]




	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	415[20]




	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	403 (1994)[7]




	
  Norway[image: External link]

	286 (2009)[21]




	
  Poland[image: External link]

	244 (2011)[22]




	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	209 (2013)



	
  Chile[image: External link]

	200 (est.)[7]




	
  Ireland[image: External link]

	192 (2011)[23]




	
 South Africa[image: External link]

	100 (est.)[7]




	
 New Zealand[image: External link]

	100 (est.)



	Languages



	Slovene



	Religion



	Christianity: Roman Catholicism[image: External link], Lutheranism[image: External link][24]




	Related ethnic groups



	Other Slavs[image: External link], especially other South Slavs[image: External link]

Croats[image: External link], Serbs[image: External link], Bosniaks[image: External link] and Montenegrins[image: External link] are the most related[25]







	Part of a series[image: External link] on



	Slovenes



	
Diaspora[image: External link] by country



	
Argentina[image: External link] · Austria[image: External link] · Australia[image: External link]

Canada[image: External link] · Croatia[image: External link] · Hungary[image: External link]

Italy[image: External link] · United States[image: External link] · Venezuela[image: External link]




	Culture of Slovenia[image: External link]



	
Literature[image: External link] · Music[image: External link] · Art[image: External link]

Cinema[image: External link] · Names · Cuisine[image: External link]

Dances · Costume · Sport[image: External link]




	Religion[image: External link]



	
Roman Catholicism[image: External link]

Protestantism[image: External link]




	Languages and dialects



	
Slovene

(Prekmurje Slovene[image: External link] · Resian[image: External link])



	History of Slovenia[image: External link]



	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Slovenes (Slovene: Slovenci [slɔˈʋèːnt͡si][image: External link]), or Slovenians, are a South Slavic[image: External link] ethnic group[image: External link] native to Slovenia[image: External link] and the historical Slovene lands[image: External link], surrounded by fellow South Slavic[image: External link] Croats[image: External link] to the south and southeast, Austrians[image: External link] to the north, Italians[image: External link] to the west and Hungarians[image: External link] to the northeast. They speak the Slovene, a South Slavic[image: External link] language with significant similarities to West Slavic languages[image: External link]. The majority of ethnic Slovenes live in Slovenia[image: External link], and they are a recognized minority in Austria[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], and Italy[image: External link], where they are indigenous. Expatriates live mainly in other European countries, and in Argentina[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link].
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 Population
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 Population in Slovenia




Most Slovenes today live within the borders of the independent Slovenia (2,007,711 est. 2008). In the Slovenian national census of 2002, 1,631,363 people ethnically declared themselves as Slovenes,[26] while 1,723,434 people claimed Slovene as their native language.[27]
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 Population abroad




The autochthonous Slovene minority in Italy[image: External link] is estimated at 83,000 to 100,000,[28] the Slovene minority in southern Austria at 24,855, in Croatia[image: External link] at 13,200, and in Hungary at 3,180.[29] Significant Slovene expatriate communities live in the United States[image: External link] and Canada[image: External link], in other European countries, in Argentina[image: External link], and in Australia[image: External link]. The largest population of Slovenes outside of Slovenia is in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link].[30]
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 Genetics




In total 39-36% of 399-458 sampled Slovenian males belong to Y-DNA Haplogroup R1a[image: External link], more frequent than in South Slavic peoples, constituting 41% in the capital region[image: External link] and greater in some regions. Slovenian population displays close genetic affiliations with West Slavic populations. The homogenous genetic strata of the West Slavic populations and the Slovenian population suggest the existence of a common ancestral Slavic population in central European region.[31] The M458 branch constitutes 4%, while the dominant clade is Z280, specifically its R1a-CTS3402 clade, the same as that of their Slavic and not Slavic neighbours.[32] The Z92 branch of Z280 which is significant among East Slavs[image: External link] is recorded as completely absent among Slovenes, Hungarians[image: External link] and Austrians[image: External link].[33]

Of 100 sampled Slovenians, 18% belong to R1b, of which 8% of R1b belongs to the P312 branch, 6% to the eastern and 4% to U106.[34] The Dinaric-North (DYS448- 20) haplotypes of I2a1b are with overwhelming higher frequency than Dinaric-South(DYS448- 19) even in regions with high frequency.
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 History
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 Early Alpine Slavs




In the 6th century AD, Slavic peoples[image: External link] settled the region between the Alps[image: External link] and the Adriatic Sea[image: External link] in two consecutive migration waves: the first wave took place around 550 and came from the Moravian lands[image: External link], while the second wave, coming from the southeast, took place after the retreat of the Lombards[image: External link] to Italy in 568 (see Slavic settlement of Eastern Alps[image: External link]).

From 623 to 658, Slavic peoples between the upper Elbe[image: External link] River and the Karavanke[image: External link] mountain range were united under the leadership of King Samo[image: External link] (Kralj Samo) in what was to become known as "Samo's Tribal Union". The tribal union collapsed after Samo's death, but a smaller Slavic tribal principality Carantania[image: External link] (Slovene: Karantanija) remained, with its centre in the present-day region of Carinthia.
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 Alpine Slavs during the Frankish Empire




Due to pressing danger of Avar tribes[image: External link] from the east, the Carantanians[image: External link] accepted a union with Bavaria[image: External link] in 745 and later recognized Frankish[image: External link] rule and accepted Christianity in the 8th century. The last Slavic state formation in the region, the principality[image: External link] of Prince Kocelj, lost its independence in 874. Slovene ethnic territory subsequently shrank due to pressing of Germans[image: External link] from the west and the arrival of Hungarians[image: External link] in the Pannonian plain[image: External link], and stabilized in the present form in the 15th century.
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 16th century: Slovene Protestant reformation and the consolidation of the Slovene language




The first mentions of a common Slovene ethnic identity, transcending regional boundaries, date from the 16th century,[35] when the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] spread throughout the Slovene Lands. During this period, the first books in Slovene were written by the Protestant[image: External link] preacher Primož Trubar[image: External link] and his followers, establishing the base for the development of standard Slovene. In the second half of the 16th century, numerous books were printed in Slovene, including an integral translation of the Bible by Jurij Dalmatin[image: External link].

At the beginning of the 17th century, Protestantism was suppressed by the Habsburg-sponsored Counter Reformation[image: External link], which introduced the new aesthetics of Baroque[image: External link] culture.
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 18th century: Slovenes under Maria Theresa and Joseph II




The Enlightenment[image: External link] in the Habsburg monarchy brought significant social and cultural progress to the Slovene people. It hastened economic development and facilitated the appearance of a middle class. Under the reign of Maria Theresa[image: External link] and Emperor Joseph II[image: External link] (1765–1790) many reforms were undertaken in the administration and society, including land reforms, the modernization of the Church and compulsory primary education in Slovene (1774). The start of cultural-linguistic activities by Slovene intellectuals of the time brought about a national revival and the birth of the Slovene nation in the modern sense of the word. Before the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], some secular literature in Slovene emerged. During the same period, the first history of the Slovene Lands[image: External link] as an ethnic unity was written by Anton Tomaž Linhart[image: External link], while Jernej Kopitar[image: External link] compiled the first comprehensive grammar[image: External link] of Slovene.[36]
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 Slovenes under Napoleon 1809–1813




Between 1809 and 1813, Slovenia was part of the Illyrian Provinces[image: External link], an autonomous province of the Napoleonic French Empire[image: External link], with Ljubljana as the capital. Although the French rule was short-lived, it significantly contributed to the rise of national consciousness and political awareness of Slovenes. After the fall of Napoleon, all Slovene Lands were once again included in the Austrian Empire[image: External link]. Gradually, a distinct Slovene national consciousness developed, and the quest for a political unification of all Slovenes became widespread. In the 1820s and 1840s, the interest in Slovene language and folklore grew enormously, with numerous philologists advancing the first steps towards a standardization of the language. Illyrian movement[image: External link], Pan-Slavic[image: External link] and Austro-Slavic[image: External link] ideas gained importance. However, the intellectual circle around the philologist Matija Čop[image: External link] and the Romantic poet France Prešeren[image: External link] was influential in affirming the idea of Slovene linguistic and cultural individuality, refusing the idea of merging Slovenes into a wider Slavic nation.
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 1840s: the first Slovene national political programme




In the 1840s, the Slovene national movement[image: External link] developed far beyond literary expression.[37] In 1848, the first Slovene national political programme, called United Slovenia[image: External link] (Zedinjena Slovenija), was written in the context of the Spring of Nations[image: External link] movement within the Austrian Empire.[38] It demanded a unification of all Slovene-speaking territories in an autonomous kingdom, named Slovenija,[38] within the empire and an official status for the Slovene language.[39] Although the project failed,[38] it served as an important platform of Slovene political activity in the following decades,[40] particularly in the 1860s and 1870s, when mass Slovene rallies, named tabori, were organised.[41] The conflict between Slovene and German nationalists deepened.[42] In 1866, some Slovenes were left to Italy,[42] and in 1867 some remained in the Hungarian part of the Austria-Hungary[image: External link]. This significantly affected the nation and led to further radicalisation of the Slovene national movement.[43] In the 1890s, the first Slovene political parties were established. All of them were loyal to Austria, but they were also espousing a common South Slavic cause.[42]
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 Emigration




Between 1880 and World War I[image: External link], the largest numbers of Slovenes emigrated to America. Most of these went between 1905 and 1913, although the exact number is impossible to determine because Slovenes were often classified as Austrians[image: External link], Italians[image: External link], Croats[image: External link], or under other, broader labels, such as Slavonic[image: External link] or Slavic[image: External link].[44] Those who settled in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania[image: External link] came to be called Windish, from the Austrian German term Windisch ' Wend[image: External link]'.[45]

The largest group of Slovenes in the United States eventually settled in Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio, and the surrounding area. The second-largest group settled in Chicago, principally on the Lower West Side[image: External link]. The American Slovenian Catholic Union (Ameriško slovenska katoliška enota) was founded as an organization to protect Slovene-American rights in Joliet, Illinois[image: External link], 64 km (40 mi) southwest of Chicago[image: External link], and in Cleveland. Today there are KSKJ branches all over the country offering life insurance and other services to Slovene-Americans. Freethinkers were centered around 18th and Racine Ave. in Chicago, where they founded the Slovene National Benefit Society[image: External link]; other Slovene immigrants went to southwestern Pennsylvania, southeastern Ohio and the state of West Virginia[image: External link] to work in the coal mines and lumber industry. Some Slovenes also went to the Pittsburgh[image: External link] or Youngstown, Ohio[image: External link], areas, to work in the steel mills, as well as Minnesota[image: External link]'s Iron Range[image: External link], to work in the iron mines. Many also went west to Rock Springs[image: External link] in Wyoming[image: External link] to work in the coal mines that supported the Union Pacific Railway.
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 World War I




See also: Battles of the Isonzo[image: External link]


There were more than 30,000 casualties among ethnic Slovenes during World War I[image: External link] because they were and still are inhabiting the territory where the Isonzo Front[image: External link] was fought. While the majority of them were drafted in the Austro-Hungarian Army[image: External link], also Slovene civil inhabitants from the Gorizia and Gradisca[image: External link] region suffered in hundreds of thousands because they were resettled in refugee camps[image: External link] where, however, Slovene refugees were treated as state enemies by Italians and several thousands died of malnutrition in Italian refugee camps.[46]
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 Fascist Italianization of Littoral Slovenes






	



	The annexed western quarter of Slovene speaking territory[image: External link], and approximately 327,000 out of the total population of 1.3[47] million Slovenes,[48] were subjected to forced Fascist Italianization[image: External link]. On the map of present-day Slovenia with its traditional regions' boundaries.




After the First World War (1914–1918), the majority of Slovenes joined other South Slavs in the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs[image: External link], followed by the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes[image: External link], and finally the Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link]. In the new system of banovinas[image: External link] (since 1929), Slovenes formed a majority in the Drava Banovina[image: External link].

In the ex-Austrian Empire[image: External link] area given to Italy in exchange for joining Great Britain[image: External link] in World War I[image: External link], the forced Fascist Italianization[image: External link] of Slovene minority in Italy (1920-1947)[image: External link] was under no international restraint especially after Benito Mussolini[image: External link] came to power in 1922. Already during the period of Italian occupation, between the years 1918 and 1920, all Slovene cultural associations ( Sokol[image: External link], "reading rooms" etc.) had been forbidden[49] Fascist Italy[image: External link] brought Italian teachers from South Italy[image: External link] to Italianize ethnic Slovene and Croatian[image: External link] children,[citation needed[image: External link]] while the Slovene and Croatian teachers, poets, writers, artists and clergy were exiled to Sardinia[image: External link] and elsewhere to South Italy[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1926, claiming that it was restoring surnames to their original Italian form, the Italian government announced the Italianization of names and surnames not only of citizens of the Slovene minority, but also of Croatian[image: External link] and German[image: External link].[50][51] Some Slovenes willingly accepted Italianization in order to lose the status of being second-class citizens with no upward social mobility.[citation needed[image: External link]] By the mid-1930s, around 70,000 Slovenes had fled the region, mostly to Yugoslavia and South America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the bilingual regions people of Carinthia[image: External link] decided in a 1920 referendum that most of Carinthia should remain in Austria[image: External link].

Slovene volunteers also participated in the Spanish Civil War[image: External link] and the Second Italo-Abyssinian War[image: External link].
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 World War II and aftermath






	



	During WWII, Nazi Germany[image: External link] and Hungary occupied northern areas (brown and dark green areas, respectively), while Fascist Italy[image: External link] occupied the vertically hashed black area, including Gottschee[image: External link] area. (Solid black western part being annexed by Italy already with the Treaty of Rapallo[image: External link]). After 1943, Germany took over the Italian occupational area, as well.




During World War II, Slovenes were in a unique situation. While Greece shared its experience of being trisected, Slovenia was the only country that experienced a further step—absorption and annexation into neighboring Nazi[image: External link] Germany, Fascist Italy[image: External link], and Hungary.[52] After Yugoslavia was invaded by Axis Powers[image: External link] on 6 April 1941, Germany and Hungary occupied northern Slovenia. Some villages in Lower Carniola[image: External link] were annexed by the Independent State of Croatia[image: External link].[53]

The Nazis started a policy of violent Germanisation. During the war, tens of thousands of Slovenes were resettled or chased away, imprisoned, or transported to labor[image: External link], internment[image: External link] and extermination camps[image: External link].[54] Many were sent into exile to Nedić's Serbia[image: External link] and Croatia[image: External link]. The numbers of Slovenes drafted to the German military[image: External link] and paramilitary formations has been estimated at 150,000 men and women,[55] almost a quarter of them lost their lives on various European battlefields, mostly on the Eastern Front[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Compared to the German policies in the northern Nazi-occupied area of Slovenia and the forced Fascist italianization[image: External link] in the former Austrian Littoral[image: External link] that was annexed after the First World War, the initial Italian policy in the central Slovenia was not as violent. Tens of thousands of Slovenes from German-occupied Lower Styria[image: External link] and Upper Carniola[image: External link] escaped to the Province of Ljubljana until June 1941.

However, after resistance started in Province of Ljubljana[image: External link], Italian violence against the Slovene civil population easily matched that of the Germans.[56] The province saw the deportation of 25,000 people — which equated to 7.5% of the total population of the province — in one of the most drastic operations in the Europe that filled up many Italian concentration camps[image: External link], such as Rab concentration camp[image: External link], in Gonars concentration camp[image: External link], Monigo (Treviso), Renicci d'Anghiari, Chiesanuova and elsewhere. To suppress the mounting resistance by the Slovene Partisans[image: External link], Mario Roatta[image: External link] adopted draconian measures of summary executions, hostage-taking, reprisals, internments, and the burning of houses and whole villages. The "3C" pamphlet, tantamount to a declaration of war on civilians, involved him in Italian war crimes[image: External link].

In the summer of 1941, a resistance movement[image: External link] led by the Liberation Front of the Slovene Nation[image: External link], emerged in both the Italian and in the German occupation zones.[57] The resistance, pluralistic at the beginning, was gradually taken over by the Communist Party[image: External link], as in the rest of occupied Yugoslavia.[57] Contrary to elsewhere in Yugoslavia, where on the freed territories the political life was organized by the military itself, the Slovene Partisans[image: External link] were subordinated to the civil political authority of the Front.[58]

In the summer of 1942, a civil war between Slovenes broke out. The two fighting factions were the Slovenian Partisans[image: External link] and the Italian-sponsored anti-communist militia[image: External link], later re-organized under Nazi command as the Slovene Home Guard[image: External link]. Small units of Slovenian Chetniks[image: External link] also existed in Lower Carniola[image: External link] and Styria[image: External link]. The Partisans were under the command of the Liberation Front (OF) and Tito[image: External link]'s Yugoslav resistance, while the Slovenian Covenant[image: External link] served as the political arm of the anti-Communist militia.[citation needed[image: External link]] The civil war was mostly restricted to the Province of Ljubljana[image: External link], where more than 80% of the Slovene anti-partisan units were active. Between 1943–1945, smaller anti-Communist militia existed in parts of the Slovenian Littoral[image: External link] and in Upper Carniola[image: External link], while they were virtually non-existent in the rest of the country. By 1945, the total number of Slovene anti-Communist militamen reached 17,500.[59]

Immediately after the war, some 12,000 members of the Slovene Home Guard were killed in the Kočevski Rog massacres[image: External link], while thousands of anti-communist civilians were killed in the first year after the war.[60] In addition, hundreds of ethnic Italians[image: External link] from the Julian March[image: External link] were killed by the Yugoslav Army and partisan forces in the Foibe massacres[image: External link]; some 27,000 Istrian Italians[image: External link] fled Slovenian Istria[image: External link] from Communist persecution in the so-called Istrian exodus[image: External link]. Members of the ethnic German minority either fled or were expelled from Slovenia.

The overall number of World War II casualties in Slovenia is estimated at 97,000. The number includes about 14,000 people, who were killed or died for other war-related reasons immediately after the end of the war,[60][61] and the tiny Jewish community, which was nearly annihilated in the Holocaust[image: External link].[62][61] In addition, tens of thousands of Slovenes left their homeland soon after the end of the war. Most of them settled in Argentina[image: External link], Canada, Australia, and the United States.

Most of Carinthia[image: External link] remained part of Austria and around 42,000 Slovenes (per 1951 population census[citation needed[image: External link]]) were recognized as a minority and have enjoyed special rights following the Austrian State Treaty[image: External link] (Staatsvertrag) of 1955. Slovenes in the Austrian state of Styria[image: External link] (4,250)[9] are not recognized as a minority and do not enjoy special rights, although the State Treaty of 27 July 1955 states otherwise. Many Carinthians remain uneasy about Slovene territorial claims, pointing to the fact that Yugoslav troops entered the state[image: External link] after each of the two World Wars.[citation needed[image: External link]] The former governor[image: External link], Jörg Haider[image: External link], regularly played the Slovene card when his popularity started to dwindle, and indeed relied on the strong anti-Slovene attitudes in many parts of the province for his power base.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Yugoslavia acquired some territory from Italy after WWII but some 100,000 Slovenes remained behind the Italian border, notably around Trieste[image: External link] and Gorizia[image: External link].
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 Slovenes in Socialist Yugoslavia




See also: Titoism[image: External link] and Economy of SFR Yugoslavia[image: External link]


Following the re-establishment of Yugoslavia at the end of World War II, Slovenia became part of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link], declared on 29 November 1943. A socialist state was established, but because of the Tito-Stalin split[image: External link], economic and personal freedoms were broader than in the Eastern Bloc[image: External link]. In 1947, Italy ceded most of the Julian March[image: External link] to Yugoslavia, and Slovenia thus regained the Slovene Littoral[image: External link].

The dispute over the port of Trieste[image: External link] however remained opened until 1954, until the short-lived Free Territory of Trieste[image: External link] was divided among Italy and Yugoslavia, thus giving Slovenia access to the sea. This division was ratified only in 1975 with the Treaty of Osimo[image: External link], which gave a final legal sanction to Slovenia's long disputed western border. From the 1950s, the Socialist Republic of Slovenia enjoyed a relatively wide autonomy.
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 The Stalinist period




Between 1945 and 1948, a wave of political repressions took place in Slovenia and in Yugoslavia. Thousands of people were imprisoned for their political beliefs. Several tens of thousands of Slovenes left Slovenia immediately after the war in fear of Communist persecution. Many of them settled in Argentina[image: External link], which became the core of Slovenian anti-Communist emigration. More than 50,000 more followed in the next decade, frequently for economic reasons, as well as political ones. These later waves of Slovene immigrants mostly settled in Canada and in Australia, but also in other western countries.
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 The 1948 Tito-Stalin split and aftermath




Main article: Titoism[image: External link]


In 1948, the Tito-Stalin split[image: External link] took place. In the first years following the split, the political repression worsened, as it extended to Communists accused of Stalinism[image: External link]. Hundreds of Slovenes were imprisoned in the concentration camp of Goli Otok[image: External link], together with thousands of people of other nationalities. Among the show trials that took place in Slovenia between 1945 and 1950, the most important were the Nagode trial against democratic intellectuals and left liberal activists (1946) and the Dachau trials[image: External link] (1947–1949), where former inmates of Nazi concentration camps[image: External link] were accused of collaboration with the Nazis. Many members of the Roman Catholic clergy suffered persecution. The case of bishop of Ljubljana Anton Vovk[image: External link], who was doused with gasoline and set on fire by Communist activists during a pastoral visit to Novo Mesto in January 1952, echoed in the western press.

Between 1949 and 1953, a forced collectivization[image: External link] was attempted. After its failure, a policy of gradual liberalization was followed.
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 1950s: heavy industrialization




In the late 1950s, Slovenia was the first of the Yugoslav republics to begin a process of relative pluralization. A decade of industrialisation[image: External link] was accompanied also by a fervent cultural and literary production with many tensions between the regime and the dissident intellectuals. From the late 1950s onward, dissident circles started to be formed, mostly around short-lived independent journals, such as Revija 57 (1957–1958), which was the first independent intellectual journal in Yugoslavia and one of the first of this kind in the Communist bloc,[63] and Perspektive (1960–1964). Among the most important critical public intellectuals in this period were the sociologist Jože Pučnik[image: External link], the poet Edvard Kocbek[image: External link], and the literary historian Dušan Pirjevec[image: External link].
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 1960s: "Self-management"




By the late 1960s, the reformist faction gained control of the Slovenian Communist Party[image: External link], launching a series of reforms, aiming at the modernization of Slovenian society and economy. A new economic policy, known as workers self-management[image: External link] started to be implemented under the advice and supervision of the main theorist of the Yugoslav Communist Party, the Slovene Edvard Kardelj[image: External link].
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 1970s: "Years of Lead"




In 1973, this trend was stopped by the conservative faction of the Slovenian Communist Party, backed by the Yugoslav Federal government. A period known as the "Years of Lead" (Slovene: svinčena leta) followed.
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 1980s: Towards independence




In the 1980s, Slovenia experienced a rise of cultural pluralism. Numerous grass-roots political, artistic and intellectual movements emerged, including the Neue Slowenische Kunst[image: External link], the Ljubljana school of psychoanalysis[image: External link], and the Nova revija[image: External link] intellectual circle. By the mid-1980s, a reformist fraction, led by Milan Kučan[image: External link], took control of the Slovenian Communist Party, starting a gradual reform towards a market socialism[image: External link] and controlled political pluralism[image: External link].
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 Slovenes in independent Slovenia
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 1990s: Slovenian Spring, democracy and independence




The first clear demand for Slovene independence was made in 1987 by a group of intellectuals in the 57th edition[image: External link] of the magazine Nova revija[image: External link]. Demands for democratisation and increase of Slovenian independence were sparked off. A mass democratic movement, coordinated by the Committee for the Defense of Human Rights[image: External link], pushed the Communists in the direction of democratic reforms. In 1991, Slovenia[image: External link] became an independent nation state[image: External link] after a brief ten-day war[image: External link]. In December 1991, a new constitution[image: External link] was adopted,[64] followed in 1992 by the laws on denationalisation and privatization[image: External link].[65] The members of the European Union[image: External link] recognised Slovenia as an independent state on 15 January 1992, and the United Nations[image: External link] accepted it as a member on 22 May 1992.[66]
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 2010s: Slovenian disillusionment with socio-economic elites




The disillusionment with domestic socio-economic elites at municipal and the State's level was expressed at the 2012–2013 Slovenian protests[image: External link] on a wider scale than in the smaller 15 October 2011 protests[image: External link] – Slovenian disillusionment with the elites and financial institutions at the European and global level.[67] In relation to the leading politicians' response to allegations made by official Commission for the Prevention of Corruption of the Republic of Slovenia[image: External link], law experts expressed the need for changes in the system that would limit political arbitrariness[image: External link].[68]
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 Identity




Further information: National symbols of Slovenia[image: External link]


The first researchers of the origin of Slovenes believed, on the basis of the German name for Slovenes, Wenden or Winden, that Slovenes were descendants of the Germanic[image: External link] tribe of the Vandals[image: External link].[69] Even today, some German speakers refer to the Slovenian minority in Carinthian Austria as Windische, an ethnicity distinct from Slovenes.[citation needed[image: External link]] This claim is rejected by linguists on the basis that their dialect is by all standards a variant of the Slovene language. The Germanic word Wenden generally refers to the Wends, a West Slavic tribe that settled along the now Eastern Germany. The first to define Slovenes as a separate branch of the Slavic people was Anton Tomaž Linhart[image: External link] in his work An Essay on the History of Carniola and Other Lands of the Austrian South Slavs, published in 1791.[70] In it, Linhart also established the linguistic unity of the Slovene ethnic territory and set the foundations of the Slovene ethnography[image: External link].[71]

After the disintegration of Yugoslavia[image: External link] during the late 1980s and the formation of independent Slovenia in the early 1990s motivated interest in a particularly Slovenian national identity. One reflection of this was an attempt at the rejection of a Slavic[image: External link] identity in favour of a " Venetic[image: External link]" one. The autochthonist[image: External link] ( protochronist[image: External link]) "Venetic theory[image: External link]" was advanced in the mid 1980s, but it never gained wide currency. The identification with Slavic roots remains strong in Slovenia and in 2004 even led to the establishment of the Forum of Slavic Cultures in Ljubljana.

In the late 1980s, several symbols from the Middle Ages[image: External link] were revived as Slovenian national symbols. Among them, the most popular are the so-called Slovene Hat which featured in the coat of arms of the Slovene March[image: External link], and the Black Panther[image: External link], a reconstruction of the supposed coat of arms of the Carolingian[image: External link] duchy of Carantania[image: External link]. After being used in the Flag of Slovenia[image: External link], the graphical representation of Triglav[image: External link] has become recognised as a national symbol. Per the Constitution of Slovenia[image: External link] and the Slovenian act on national symbols, the flag of the Slovene nation is a white-blue-red flag without the coat-of-arms. The ratio of the width to height of the flag is one to two.[72]
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 Religion




Most Slovenes are Roman Catholic[image: External link] with some Protestant minorities in Prekmurje. A large minority of Slovenes are non-religious or atheists.[73]
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 See also





	List of Slovenes[image: External link]

	Carinthian Slovenes[image: External link]

	Hungarian Slovenes[image: External link]

	Prekmurje Slovenes[image: External link]
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Americans






This article is about the people of the United States of America[image: External link]. For other uses, see American (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For the meanings of American in various contexts, see American (word)[image: External link]. For a similar title, see The Americans[image: External link].

Americans are citizens of the United States of America[image: External link].[45] The country is home to people of many different national origins. As a result, Americans do not equate their nationality[image: External link] with ethnicity[image: External link], but with citizenship[image: External link] and allegiance[image: External link].[45] Although citizens make up the majority of Americans, non-citizen residents, dual citizens, and expatriates may also claim an American identity.[46]

The use in English of the term "American" to exclusively mean people of the United States developed from its original use to differentiate English people of the American colonies[image: External link] from English people of England[47] despite its linguistic ambiguity in other senses of the word " American[image: External link]", which can also refer to people from the Americas[image: External link] in general.[48] See Names for United States citizens[image: External link].
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 Overview




Main articles: Race and ethnicity in the United States[image: External link], Colonial United States[image: External link], and Immigration to the United States[image: External link]


The majority of Americans or their ancestors immigrated[image: External link] to America or were brought[image: External link] as slaves[image: External link] within the past five centuries, with the exception of the Native American[image: External link] population and people from Hawaii[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], and the Philippine Islands[image: External link] who became American through expansion of the country in the 19th century,[49] and American Samoa[image: External link], the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] and Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] in the 20th century.[50]

Despite its multi-ethnic composition,[51][52] the culture of the United States held in common by most Americans can also be referred to as mainstream[image: External link] American culture[image: External link], a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of Northern[image: External link] and Western European[image: External link] colonists, settlers, and immigrants.[51] It also includes influences of African-American culture[image: External link].[53] Westward expansion integrated the Creoles[image: External link] and Cajuns[image: External link] of Louisiana and the Hispanos[image: External link] of the Southwest and brought close contact with the culture of Mexico[image: External link]. Large-scale immigration in the late 19th and early 20th centuries from Southern[image: External link] and Eastern Europe[image: External link] introduced a variety of elements. Immigration from Asia[image: External link], Africa[image: External link], and Latin America[image: External link] has also had impact. A cultural melting pot[image: External link], or pluralistic salad bowl[image: External link], describes the way in which generations of Americans have celebrated and exchanged distinctive cultural characteristics.[51]

In addition to the United States, Americans and people of American descent can be found internationally. As many as seven million Americans are estimated to be living abroad, and make up the American diaspora[image: External link].[54][55][56]
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 Racial and ethnic groups




Main article: Race and ethnicity in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Demographics of the United States[image: External link]





	2010 U.S. Census [57]Table 1[58]



	Self-identified race
	
	
	Percent of population
	



	White[image: External link] alone
	
  


	72.4%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	
  


	12.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	
  


	4.8%



	American Indians and Alaska Natives[image: External link]
	
  


	0.9%



	Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders[image: External link]
	
  


	0.2%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	
  


	2.9%



	Some other race
	
  


	6.2%



	Total
	
  


	100.0%



	Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (of any race): 16.3%[59]






The United States of America is a diverse[image: External link] country, racially[image: External link], and ethnically[image: External link].[60] Six races[image: External link] are officially recognized by the U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] for statistical purposes: White, American Indian and Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and people of two or more races. "Some other race" is also an option in the census and other surveys.[61][62][63]

The United States Census Bureau also classifies Americans as "Hispanic or Latino" and "Not Hispanic or Latino", which identifies Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] as a racially diverse ethnicity[image: External link] that comprises the largest minority group in the nation.[61][62][64]
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 White and European Americans




Main articles: European Americans[image: External link], White Americans[image: External link], and White Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


People of European descent, or White Americans (also referred to as Caucasian Americans), constitute the majority of the 308 million people living in the United States, with 72.4% of the population in the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[a][57][66] They are considered people who trace their ancestry to the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa.[57] Of those reporting to be White American, 7,487,133 reported to be Multiracial; with largest combination being white and black.[66] Additionally, there are 29,184,290 White Hispanics or Latinos.[66] Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link] are the majority in 46 states. There are four minority-majority states[image: External link]: California[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], and Hawaii[image: External link].[57] In addition, the District of Columbia has a non-white majority.[57] The state with the highest percentage of non-Hispanic White Americans is Maine[image: External link].[67]

The largest continental ancestral group of Americans are that of Europeans who have origins in any of the original peoples of Europe[image: External link]. This includes people via African[image: External link], North American[image: External link], Caribbean[image: External link], Central American[image: External link] or South American[image: External link] and Oceanian[image: External link] nations that have a large European diaspora[image: External link].[68]

The Spanish[image: External link] were the first Europeans to establish a continuous presence in what is now the United States.[69] Martín de Argüelles[image: External link] born 1566, San Agustín, La Florida[image: External link], was the first person of European descent born in what is now the United States.[70] Twenty-one years later, Virginia Dare[image: External link] born 1587 Roanoke Island[image: External link] in present-day North Carolina[image: External link], was the first child born in the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] to English parents.

In the 2014 American Community Survey[image: External link], German Americans[image: External link] (14.4%), Irish Americans[image: External link] (10.4%), English Americans[image: External link] (7.6%) and Italian Americans[image: External link] (5.4%) were the four largest self-reported European ancestry groups in the United States forming 37.8% of the total population.[71] However, the English-Americans and British-Americans demography is considered a serious under-count as the stock tend to self-report and identify as simply ' Americans[image: External link]' due to the length of time they have inhabited America.[72][73][74][75]

Overall, as the largest group, European Americans have the lowest poverty rate[image: External link][76] and the second highest educational attainment[image: External link] levels, median household income[image: External link],[77] and median personal income[image: External link][78] of any racial demographic in the nation.



	White and European American population by ancestry group[79][80]



	Rank
	Ancestry group
	 % of total population
	Pop. estimates
	R.



	1
	German[image: External link]
	14.4%
	46,047,113
	[71]



	2
	Irish[image: External link]
	10.4%
	33,147,639
	[71]



	3
	English[image: External link]
	7.6%
	24,382,182
	[71]



	4
	American[image: External link]
	6.9%
	22,097,012
	[71]



	5
	Italian[image: External link]
	5.4%
	17,220,604
	[71]



	6
	Mexican[image: External link]
	5.4%
	16,794,111
	[81]



	7
	Polish[image: External link]
	2.9%
	9,249,392
	[71]



	8
	French[image: External link] (except Basque[image: External link])

French Canadian
	2.6%

0.7%
	8,153,515

2,099,430
	[71]



	9
	Scottish[image: External link]
	1.7%
	5,365,154
	[71]



	10
	Norwegian[image: External link]
	1.4%
	4,444,566
	[71]



	11
	Dutch[image: External link]
	1.3%
	4,243,067
	[71]



	Total
	White and European American[image: External link]
	
	231,040,398
	[66]



	2010 United States Census[image: External link] & 2014 American Community Survey[image: External link]
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 Hispanic and Latino Americans




Main article: Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


Hispanic or Latino Americans (of any race) constitute the largest ethnic minority in the United States[image: External link]. They form the second largest group after non-Hispanic Whites in the United States[image: External link], comprising 16.3% of the population according to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[b][82][83]

Hispanic/Latino Americans are very racially diverse, and as a result form an ethnic category[image: External link], rather than a race[image: External link].[84][85][86][87]

People of Spanish or Hispanic descent have lived in what is now the United States since the founding of St. Augustine, Florida[image: External link] in 1565 by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés[image: External link]. In the State of Texas[image: External link], Spaniards[image: External link] first settled[image: External link] the region in the late 1600s and formed a unique cultural group[image: External link] known as Tejanos[image: External link] (Texanos).



	Hispanic and Latino American population by national origin[88][89]



	Rank
	National origin
	 % of total population
	Pop.



	1
	Mexican[image: External link]
	10.29%
	31,798,258



	2
	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	1.49%
	4,623,716



	3
	Cuban[image: External link]
	0.57%
	1,785,547



	4
	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	0.53%
	1,648,968



	5
	Dominican[image: External link]
	0.45%
	1,414,703



	6
	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	0.33%
	1,044,209



	7
	Colombian[image: External link]
	0.3%
	908,734



	8
	Spanish[image: External link]
	0.2%
	635,253



	9
	Honduran[image: External link]
	0.2%
	633,401



	10
	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	0.1%
	564,631



	
	All other
	2.64%
	8,162,193



	
	Hispanic and Latino American[image: External link] (total)
	16.34%
	50,477,594



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Black and African Americans




Main articles: African Americans[image: External link] and Black Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


Black and African Americans are citizens and residents of the United States with origins in Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link].[90] According to the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link], the grouping includes individuals who self-identify as African American, as well as persons who emigrated from nations in the Caribbean[image: External link] and Sub-Saharan Africa.[91] The grouping is thus based on geography, and may contradict or misrepresent an individual's self-identification since not all immigrants from Sub-Saharan Africa are "Black". Among these racial outliers are persons from Cape Verde[image: External link], Madagascar[image: External link], various Arab states[image: External link] and Hamito-Semitic[image: External link] populations in East Africa[image: External link] and the Sahel[image: External link], and the Afrikaners[image: External link] of Southern Africa[image: External link].[90]

African Americans[image: External link] (also referred to as Black Americans or Afro-Americans, and formerly as American Negroes[image: External link]) are citizens or residents of the United States who have origins in any of the black[image: External link] populations of Africa.[92] According to the 2009 American Community Survey, there were 38,093,725 Black and African Americans in the United States, representing 12.4% of the population. In addition, there were 37,144,530 non-Hispanic blacks, which comprised 12.1% of the population.[93] This number increased to 42 million according to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], when including Multiracial African Americans[image: External link],[91] making up 14% of the total U.S. population.[c][94] Black and African Americans make up the second largest group in the United States, but the third largest group after White Americans and Hispanic or Latino Americans (of any race).[82] The majority of the population (55%) lives in the South[image: External link]; compared to the 2000 Census, there has also been a decrease of African Americans in the Northeast[image: External link] and Midwest[image: External link].[94]

Most African Americans are the direct descendants of captives from West Africa[image: External link], who survived the slavery era[image: External link] within the boundaries of the present United States.[95] As an adjective, the term is usually spelled African-American[image: External link].[96] The first West African slaves[image: External link] were brought to Jamestown, Virginia[image: External link] in 1619. The English settlers treated these captives as indentured servants[image: External link] and released them after a number of years. This practice was gradually replaced by the system of race-based slavery used in the Caribbean[image: External link].[97] All the American colonies[image: External link] had slavery, but it was usually the form of personal servants in the North (where 2% of the people were slaves), and field hands in plantations in the South (where 25% were slaves);[98] by the beginning of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] 1/5th of the total population was enslaved.[99] During the revolution, some would serve in the Continental Army[image: External link] or Continental Navy[image: External link],[100][101] while others[image: External link] would serve the British Empire[image: External link] in Lord Dunmore's Ethiopian Regiment[image: External link], and other units.[102] By 1804, the northern[image: External link] states (north of the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link]) had abolished[image: External link] slavery.[103] However, slavery would persist in the southern states[image: External link] until the end of the American Civil War[image: External link] and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link].[104] Following the end of the Reconstruction Era[image: External link], which saw the first African American representation[image: External link] in Congress[image: External link],[105] African Americans became disenfranchised[image: External link] and subject to Jim Crow laws[image: External link],[106] legislation that would persist until the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] and Voting Rights Act[image: External link] due to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link].[107]

According to US Census Bureau data, very few African immigrants[image: External link] self-identify as African American. On average, less than 5% of African residents self-reported as "African American" or "Afro-American" on the 2000 US Census. The overwhelming majority of African immigrants (~95%) identified instead with their own respective ethnicities. Self-designation as "African American" or "Afro-American" was highest among individuals from West Africa (4%-9%), and lowest among individuals from Cape Verde, East Africa and Southern Africa (0%-4%).[108] African immigrants may also experience conflict with African Americans.[109]



	Black and African American population by ancestry group[79]



	Rank
	Ancestry group
	Percentage

of total est. population
	Pop. estimates



	1
	Jamaican[image: External link]
	0.31%
	986,897



	2
	Haitian[image: External link]
	0.28%
	873,003



	3
	Nigerian[image: External link]
	0.08%
	259,934



	4
	Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link]
	0.06%
	193,233



	5
	Ghanaian[image: External link]
	0.03%
	94,405



	6
	Barbadian[image: External link]
	0.01%
	59,236



	
	Sub-Saharan African (total)[image: External link]
	0.92%
	2,864,067



	
	West Indian (total)[image: External link] (except Hispanic groups)
	0.85%
	2,633,149



	
	Black and African Americans (total)[image: External link]
	13.6%
	42,020,743

2010 United States Census[image: External link][91]



	2009–2011 American Community Survey[image: External link]
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 Asian Americans




Main articles: Asian Americans[image: External link] and Asian Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]


Another significant population is the Asian American population, comprising 17.3 million in 2010, or 5.6% of the U.S. population.[d][110][111] California is home to 5.6 million Asian Americans, the greatest number in any state.[112] In Hawaii, Asian Americans make up the highest proportion of the population (57 percent).[112] Asian Americans live across the country, yet are heavily urbanized, with significant populations in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link], New York metropolitan area[image: External link], and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link].[113]

They are by no means a monolithic group. The largest sub-groups are immigrants or descendants of immigrants from Cambodia, Mainland China, India, Japan, Korea, Laos, Pakistan, the Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam. Asians overall have higher income levels[image: External link] than all other racial groups in the United States, including whites, and the trend appears to be increasing in relation to those groups.[114] Additionally, Asians have a higher education attainment[image: External link] level than all other racial groups in the United States.[115][116] For better or worse, the group has been called a model minority[image: External link].[117][118][119]

While Asian Americans have been in what is now the United States since before the Revolutionary War[image: External link],[120][121][122] relatively large waves of Chinese, Filipino, and Japanese immigration did not begin until the mid-to-late 19th century.[122] Immigration and significant population growth continue to this day.[123] Due to a number of factors, Asian Americans have been stereotyped[image: External link] as "perpetual foreigners[image: External link]".[124][125]



	Asian American ancestries[110]



	Rank
	Ancestry
	Percentage

of total population
	Pop.



	1
	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.2%
	3,797,379



	2
	Filipino[image: External link]
	1.1%
	3,417,285



	3
	Indian[image: External link]
	1.0%
	3,183,063



	4
	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.5%
	1,737,665



	5
	Korean[image: External link]
	0.5%
	1,707,027



	6
	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,304,599



	
	Other Asian
	0.9%
	2,799,448



	
	Asian American (total)[image: External link]
	5.6%
	17,320,856



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Middle Easterners and North Africans




Main articles: Middle Eastern Americans[image: External link], North Africans in the United States[image: External link], Iranian Americans[image: External link], Arab Americans[image: External link], and Jewish Americans[image: External link]


According to the American Jewish Archives[image: External link] and the Arab American National Museum[image: External link], some of the first Middle Easterners and North Africans (viz. Jews[image: External link] and Berbers[image: External link]) arrived in the Americas between the late 15th and mid-16th centuries.[126][127][128][129] Many were fleeing ethnic or ethnoreligious[image: External link] persecution during the Spanish Inquisition[image: External link],[130][131] and a few were also taken to the Americas as slaves.[127]

According to the Arab American Institute[image: External link] (AAI), countries of origin for Arab Americans[image: External link] include Algeria[image: External link], Bahrain[image: External link], Comoros[image: External link], Djibouti[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Lebanon[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Mauritania[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], Oman[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], Palestine[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Syria[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link], United Arab Emirates[image: External link] and Yemen[image: External link].[132]

In 1909, the Superior Court and the Department of Justice in Washington D.C. ruled on a case that redefined Middle Easterners and their racial distinction. According to the Arab American Historical Foundation and the Los Angeles Herald, a case in which George Shishim a Lebanese policeman, arrested a "white" man, who claimed that because Shishim was Lebanese, he must not be racially "white", but rather "Chinese-Mongolian".[133] Shishim, his attorneys, and the Syrian-Lebanese and Arab American communities rallied to prove that Lebanese, Syrians, and all Arabs and Middle Easterners were in fact "white" to both gain official citizenship in the United States, as well as avoid other exclusive and restrictive penalties of being labeled as Asian.[134] One of Shishim's arguments appealed to the white justices' desire to connect to their revered religious figure, Jesus[image: External link]. Shishim said: "If I am a Mongolian, then so was Jesus, because we came from the same land."[133] As noted in the 1909 publication of the "Proceedings of the Asiatic Exclusion League", the presiding Judge Hutton concluded that Syrians had descended from Hebrews, who descended from "the Semitic family of the 'Indo-Aryan race[image: External link]'", but because the Mongol conquerors had killed the Syrian men, and interbred with the Syrian women, "western nations have been unable to restore [the Syrians'] original characteristics" (6).[135] Shishim won and was granted citizenship, and Middle Easterners were thereafter legally considered "white" in the United States.

However, in 1910, Congress passed a bill that defined " Armenians[image: External link], Assyrians[image: External link], and Jews[image: External link]" as " Asiatics[image: External link]", while still approving their claims to citizenship.[136] This declaration, while not taking away their citizenship, affirmed the ethnic origins and identities of Armenians, Assyrians, and Jews as "non-white".

Over the decades of the 20th century, as more Arab Americans, Jewish Americans and other ethnic groups settled in the United States, the racial discrimination they faced also increased.[137][138] Due to the ruling in Shishim's case and the interpretation of the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, United States citizens could not sue one another for discrimination if they belonged to "the same race".[139] However, in 1987, after an Iraqi-American associate professor was refused tenure due to his Arab origins and a synagogue was spray-painted with anti-Semitic insignia, the Supreme Court ruled "unanimously today that Arabs, Jews and members of other ethnic groups may sue under a post-Civil War law's broad prohibition against discrimination."[140] Parallel with this ruling, many members of these groups, from Jews[image: External link] to North Africans[image: External link] to Arab Americans[image: External link], did not consider themselves "white".[141][142][143]

Additionally, as modern scientific data improved, more information on the true origins and ethnic distinctions emerged. For example, studies have shown that Jews share more genetic relativity to other Jews around the world than to the surrounding non-Jewish ethnic groups.[144] Some studies have also suggested that other Middle Eastern (non-Jewish) ethnic groups remain one of the closest relations to Jews.[145]

The United States Census Bureau is presently finalizing the ethnic classification of MENA populations. In 2012, prompted in part by post-9/11 discrimination, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee petitioned the Department of Commerce's Minority Business Development Agency to designate the MENA populations as a minority/disadvantaged community.[134] Following consultations with MENA organizations, the Census Bureau announced in 2014 that it would establish a new MENA ethnic category for populations from the Middle East[image: External link], North Africa[image: External link] and the Arab world[image: External link], separate from the "white" classification that these populations had previously sought in 1909. The expert groups, including some Jewish organizations, felt that the earlier "white" designation no longer accurately represents MENA identity, so they successfully lobbied for a distinct categorization.[141][146] This process does not currently include ethnoreligious groups such as Jews[image: External link] or Sikhs[image: External link], as the Bureau only tabulates these groups as followers of religions rather than members of ethnic groups.[147]

As of December 2015, the sampling strata for the new MENA category includes the Census Bureau's working classification of 19 MENA groups, as well as Turkish[image: External link], Sudanese[image: External link], Djiboutian, Somali[image: External link], Mauritanian[image: External link], Armenian[image: External link], Cypriot[image: External link], Afghan[image: External link], Azerbaijani[image: External link] and Georgian[image: External link] groups.[148]



	Middle Eastern Americans in the 2000[image: External link][149] - 2010 U.S. Census[image: External link],[150] the Mandell L. Berman Institute, and the North American Jewish Data Bank[image: External link][151]



	Ancestry
	2000
	2000 (% of US population)
	2010
	2010 (% of US population)



	Afghan[image: External link]
	53,709
	0.0191%
	79,775
	0.0258%



	Arab[image: External link]
	1,160,729
	0.4125%
	1,697,570
	0.5498%



	Armenian[image: External link]
	385,488
	0.1370%
	474,559
	0.1537%



	Assyrian[image: External link]/ Chaldo-Assyrian[image: External link]
	81,749
	0.0290%
	106,821
	0.0346%



	Azerbaijani[image: External link]
	14,205
	0.0050%
	
	%



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	7,643
	0.0027%
	
	%



	Georgian[image: External link]
	6,298
	0.0022%
	
	%



	Iranian[image: External link]
	338,266
	0.1202%
	463,552
	0.1501%



	Israeli[image: External link]
	106,839
	0.0380%
	129,359
	0.0419%



	Jewish[image: External link]
	6,155,000
	2.1810%
	6,543,820
	2.1157%



	Kurdish[image: External link]
	9,423
	0.0033%
	
	%



	Syriac
	606
	0.0002%
	
	%



	Tajik[image: External link]
	905
	0.0003%
	
	%



	Turkish[image: External link]
	117,575
	0.0418%
	195,283
	0.0633%



	"Middle Eastern"
	28,400
	0.0101%
	
	%



	"North Caucasian"
	596
	0.0002%
	
	%



	"North Caucasian Turkic"
	1,347
	0.0005%
	290,893
	0.0942%



	TOTAL
	8,568,772
	3.036418%
	9,981,332
	3.227071%




Although tabulated, "religious responses" were reported as a single total and not differentiated, despite totaling 1,089,597 in 2000.[149]

Independent organizations provide improved estimates of the total populations of races and ethnicities in the US using the raw data from the US Census and other surveys.

For example, although any respondents who self-identified as Jewish[image: External link] were included under the religious responses in the census, as Jews are an ethnoreligious group[image: External link] with culture and ethnicity intertwined, estimates from the Mandell L. Berman Institute and the North American Jewish Data Bank[image: External link] put the total population of Jews between 5.34 and 6.16 million in 2000 and around 6.54 million in 2010.[151] Similarly, the Arab-American Institute estimated the population of Arab Americans at 3.7 million in 2012.[152]

The majority of Arab Americans are Christian.[153][154] Most Maronites[image: External link] tend to be of Lebanese, Syrian, or Cypriot extraction; the majority of Christians of Cypriot and Palestinian background are often Eastern Orthodox[image: External link].

Estimated African MENA populations in the United States:


	
Algerian American[image: External link]: 8,752 (2000 Census[149])

	
Canarian American[image: External link]: 45,000-75,000 (2000 statistics)

	
Djiboutian American: 300 (2000 Census[155])

	
Egyptian American[image: External link]: 190,078 (2010 census.[156] In 2008 them were estimated in 800,000 - 2,000,000[157])

	
Libyan American[image: External link]: 9,000 (2010 Census)

	
Mauritanian American[image: External link]: 992 (2000 Census)

	
Moroccan American[image: External link]: 82,073 (2010 Census)

	
Somali American[image: External link]: 85,700 (2012 ACS)

	
Sudanese American[image: External link]: 42,249 (2010 Census)

	
Tunisian American[image: External link]: 4,735 (2000 Census)
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 American Indians and Alaska Natives




Main article: Native Americans in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Blood quantum laws[image: External link] and Bureau of Indian Affairs[image: External link]


According to the 2010 Census, there are 5.2 million people who are Native Americans or Alaska Native[image: External link] alone, or in combination with one or more races; they make up 1.7% of the total population.[e][158] According to the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link] (OMB), an "American Indian or Alaska Native" is a person whose ancestry have origins in any of the original peoples[image: External link] of North, Central, or South America.[158] 2.3 million individuals who are American Indian or Alaskan Native are multiracial;[158] additionally the plurality of American Indians reside in the Western United States[image: External link] (40.7%).[158] Collectively and historically this race has been known by several names[image: External link];[159] as of 1995, 50% of those who fall within the OMB definition prefer the term "American Indian", 37% prefer "Native American" and the remainder have no preference or prefer a different term altogether.[160]

Native Americans, whose ancestry is indigenous to the Americas[image: External link], originally migrated[image: External link] to the two continents between 10,000-45,000 years ago.[161] These Paleoamericans[image: External link] spread throughout the two continents and evolved into hundreds of distinct cultures during the pre-Columbian era[image: External link].[162] Following the first voyage[image: External link] of Christopher Columbus[image: External link],[163] the European colonization of the Americas[image: External link] began, with St. Augustine[image: External link], Florida[image: External link] becoming the first permanent European settlement in the continental United States[image: External link].[164] From the 16th through the 19th centuries, the population of Native Americans declined[image: External link] in the following ways: epidemic[image: External link] diseases brought from Europe;[165] genocide[image: External link] and warfare[image: External link] at the hands of European explorers and colonists,[166][167][168] as well as between tribes;[169][170] displacement from their lands;[171] internal warfare,[172] enslavement[image: External link];[173] and intermarriage[image: External link].[174][175]



	American Indian and Alaska Native population by selected tribal groups[image: External link][158][176]



	Rank
	National origin
	Percentage

of total population
	Pop.



	1
	Cherokee[image: External link]
	0.26%
	819,105



	2
	Navajo[image: External link]
	0.1%
	332,129



	3
	Choctaw[image: External link]
	0.06%
	195,764



	4
	Mexican American Indian[image: External link]
	0.05%
	175,494



	5
	Chippewa[image: External link]
	0.05%
	170,742



	6
	Sioux[image: External link]
	0.05%
	170,110



	
	All other
	1.08%
	3,357,235



	
	American Indian (total)[image: External link]
	1.69%
	5,220,579



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders




Main article: Pacific Islands Americans[image: External link]


As defined by the United States Census Bureau[image: External link] and the Office of Management and Budget, Native Hawaiians[image: External link] and other Pacific Islanders[image: External link] are "persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Samoa[image: External link], or other Pacific Islands[image: External link]".[177] Previously called Asian Pacific American[image: External link], along with Asian Americans beginning in 1976, this was changed in 1997.[178] As of the 2010 United States Census[image: External link] there are 1.2 million who reside in the United States, and make up 0.4% of the nation's total population, of whom 56% are multiracial[image: External link].[f][179] 14% of the population have at least a bachelor's degree[image: External link],[179] and 15.1% live in poverty[image: External link], below the poverty threshold[image: External link].[179] As compared to the 2000 United States Census[image: External link] this population grew by 40%;[177] and 71% live in the West[image: External link]; of those over half (52%) live in either Hawaii[image: External link] or California[image: External link], with no other states having populations greater than 100,000.[177] The largest concentration of Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders, is Honolulu County[image: External link] in Hawaii,[179] and Los Angeles County[image: External link] in the continental United States[image: External link].[177]



	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander by ancestries[177]



	Rank
	Ancestry
	Percentage
	Pop.



	1
	Hawaiian[image: External link]
	0.17%
	527,077



	2
	Samoan[image: External link]
	0.05%
	184,440



	3
	Chamorro[image: External link]
	0.04%
	147,798



	4
	Tongan[image: External link]
	0.01%
	57,183



	
	Other Pacific Islanders
	0.09%
	308,697



	
	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (total)[image: External link]
	0.39%
	1,225,195



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Two or more races




Main article: Multiracial American[image: External link]


The United States has a growing multiracial identity movement. Multiracial[image: External link] Americans numbered 7.0 million in 2008, or 2.3% of the population;[111] by the 2010 census the Multiracial increased to 9,009,073, or 2.9% of the total population.[180] They can be any combination of races (White, Black or African American, Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, "some other race") and ethnicities.[181] The largest population of Multiracial Americans were those of White and African American[image: External link] descent, with a total of 1,834,212 self-identifying individuals.[180] Barack Obama, 44th President of the United States, is biracial with his mother being of English and Irish descent and his father being of Kenyan[image: External link] birth;[182][183] however, Obama only self-identifies as being African American.[184][185]



	Population by selected Two or More Races Population[186]



	Rank
	Specific Combinations
	Percentage

of total population
	Pop.



	1
	White; Black
	0.59%
	1,834,212



	2
	White; Some Other Race
	0.56%
	1,740,924



	3
	White; Asian
	0.52%
	1,623,234



	4
	White; Native American
	0.46%
	1,432,309



	5
	African American; Some Other Race
	0.1%
	314,571



	6
	African American; Native American
	0.08%
	269,421



	
	All other specific combinations
	0.58%
	1,794,402



	
	Multiracial Americans (Total)[image: External link]
	2.9%
	9,009,073



	2010 United States Census[image: External link]
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 Some other race




Main article: Multiracial American[image: External link]


According to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], 6.2% or 19,107,368 Americans chose to self-identify with the "some other race" category, the third most popular option. Also, 36.7% or 18,503,103 Hispanic/Latino Americans chose to identify as some other race[image: External link] as these Hispanic/Latinos may feel the U.S. Census does not describe their European and American Indian ancestry as they understand it to be.[187] A significant portion of the Hispanic and Latino population self-identifies as Mestizo[image: External link], particularly the Mexican and Central American community. Mestizo[image: External link] is not a racial category in the U.S. Census[image: External link], but signifies someone who has both European and American Indian ancestry.
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 National personification




A national personification[image: External link] is an anthropomorphism[image: External link] of a nation or its people; it can appear in both editorial cartoons[image: External link] and propaganda.

Uncle Sam[image: External link] is a national personification of the United States and sometimes more specifically of the American government[image: External link], with the first usage of the term dating from the War of 1812[image: External link]. He is depicted as a stern elderly white man with white hair and a goatee[image: External link] beard, and dressed in clothing that recalls the design elements of the flag of the United States[image: External link] – for example, typically a top hat[image: External link] with red and white stripes and white stars on a blue band, and red and white striped trousers.

Columbia[image: External link] is a poetic name for the Americas and the feminine personification of the United States of America, made famous by African-American poet Phillis Wheatley[image: External link] during the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] in 1776. It has inspired the names of many persons, places, objects, institutions, and companies in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and beyond, including the District of Columbia[image: External link], the seat of government of the United States.
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 Language




Main articles: Languages of the United States[image: External link], English language[image: External link], American English[image: External link], and English-only[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in 2010



	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers



	English[image: External link]
	80%
	233,780,338



	Combined total of all languages

other than English
	20%
	57,048,617



	
Spanish[image: External link]

(excluding Puerto Rico[image: External link] and Spanish Creole[image: External link])
	12%
	35,437,985



	
Chinese[image: External link]

(including Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link])
	0.9%
	2,567,779



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	0.5%
	1,542,118



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,292,448



	French[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,288,833



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,108,408



	German[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,107,869




English[image: External link] is the de facto national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2007, about 226 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[189][190] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in at least twenty-eight states.[191] Both English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are official languages in Hawaii by state law.[192]

While neither has an official language, New Mexico[image: External link] has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French.[193] Other states, such as California, mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents. The latter include court forms.[194] Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link] and Chamorro[image: External link] are recognized by American Samoa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands; Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in the United States[image: External link]






	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	% of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Non-Christian faiths
	5.9
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Other Non-Christian faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Unaffiliated[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know/refused answer
	0.6
	
 





	Total
	100
	
 






Religion in the United States has a high adherence level compared to other developed countries, as well as a diversity in beliefs. The First Amendment[image: External link] to the country's Constitution[image: External link] prevents the Federal government from making any "law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof". The U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] has interpreted this as preventing the government from having any authority in religion. A majority of Americans report that religion plays a "very important" role in their lives, a proportion unusual among developed countries[image: External link], although similar to the other nations of the Americas.[196] Many faiths have flourished in the United States, including both later imports spanning the country's multicultural immigrant heritage, as well as those founded within the country; these have led the United States to become the most religiously diverse country in the world[image: External link].[197]

The majority of Americans (76%) are Christians[image: External link], mostly within Protestant[image: External link] and Catholic[image: External link] denominations; these adherents constitute 51% and 25% of the population, respectively.[198] Other religions include Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], and Judaism[image: External link], which collectively make up about 4% to 5% of the adult population.[198][199][200] Another 15% of the adult population identifies as having no religious belief or no religious affiliation.[198] According to the American Religious Identification Survey[image: External link], religious belief varies considerably across the country: 59% of Americans living in Western states (the "Unchurched Belt[image: External link]") report a belief in God, yet in the South (the "Bible Belt[image: External link]") the figure is as high as 86%.[198][201]

Several of the original Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] were established by settlers who wished to practice their own religion without discrimination: the Massachusetts Bay Colony was established by English Puritans[image: External link], Pennsylvania by Irish and English Quakers[image: External link], Maryland by English and Irish Catholics, and Virginia by English Anglicans[image: External link]. Although some individual states retained established religious confessions well into the 19th century, the United States was the first nation to have no official state-endorsed religion.[202] Modeling the provisions concerning religion within the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom[image: External link], the framers of the Constitution rejected any religious test for office, and the First Amendment specifically denied the federal government any power to enact any law respecting either an establishment of religion or prohibiting its free exercise, thus protecting any religious organization, institution, or denomination from government interference. The decision was mainly influenced by European Rationalist and Protestant ideals, but was also a consequence of the pragmatic concerns of minority religious groups and small states that did not want to be under the power or influence of a national religion that did not represent them.[203]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of the United States[image: External link]


The American culture[image: External link] is primarily a Western culture[image: External link], but is influenced by Native American[image: External link], West African[image: External link], Asian[image: External link], Polynesian[image: External link], and Latino[image: External link] cultures.

The United States of America has its own unique social and cultural characteristics, such as dialect[image: External link], music[image: External link], arts[image: External link], social habits[image: External link], cuisine[image: External link] and folklore[image: External link].[52]

Its chief early European[image: External link] influences came from English[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], and Irish[image: External link] settlers of colonial America[image: External link] during British rule[image: External link]. British culture[image: External link], due to colonial ties with Britain that spread the English language, legal system[image: External link] and other cultural inheritances, had a formative influence.[204] Other important influences came from other parts of Europe, especially Germany[image: External link],[205] France[image: External link],[206] and Italy[image: External link].[207]

Original elements also play a strong role, such as Jeffersonian democracy[image: External link].[208] Thomas Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia[image: External link] was perhaps the first influential domestic cultural critique by an American and a reactionary[image: External link] piece to the prevailing European consensus that America's domestic originality was degenerate[image: External link].[208] Prevalent ideas and ideals that evolved domestically, such as national holidays[image: External link], uniquely American sports[image: External link], military tradition,[209] and innovations in the arts and entertainment give a strong sense of national pride[image: External link] among the population as a whole.[210]

American culture includes both conservative[image: External link] and liberal[image: External link] elements, scientific and religious competitiveness, political structures, risk taking and free expression, materialist and moral elements. Despite certain consistent ideological principles (e.g. individualism[image: External link], egalitarianism[image: External link], faith in freedom and democracy[image: External link]), the American culture has a variety of expressions due to its geographical scale and demographic diversity.
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 Diaspora




Americans have migrated to many places around the world, including Australia[image: External link], Britain[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], France[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link].

A person born in Asia to one American and one Asian parent is called an Amerasian[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also






	American ethnicity[image: External link]

	Americans and Canadians in Chile[image: External link]

	American studies[image: External link]

	Ancestry of the people of the United States[image: External link]

	Emigration from the United States[image: External link]

	Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link]

	Hyphenated American[image: External link]

	Immigration to the United States[image: External link]

	Making North America (2015 PBS film)[image: External link]

	Names for United States citizens[image: External link]

	Race and ethnicity in the United States[image: External link]

	Stereotypes of Americans[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Europe[image: External link] (4,817 thousand), in 2010, 61.8% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Latin America[image: External link] and the Caribbean[image: External link] (21,224 thousand), in 2010, 32.1% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Africa[image: External link] (1,607 thousand), in 2010, 46.1% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Asia[image: External link] (11,284 thousand), in 2010, 57.7% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Northern America[image: External link] (807 thousand), in 2010, 44.3% were naturalized.[65]


	
^ Of the foreign-born population from Oceania[image: External link] (217 thousand), in 2010, 36.9% were naturalized.[65]
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White House






For other uses, see White House (disambiguation)[image: External link] and 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Executive Office of the President of the United States[image: External link], White House Office[image: External link], and List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]


The White House is the official residence[image: External link] and workplace of the President of the United States, located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link] NW[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] It has been the residence of every U.S. president since John Adams[image: External link] in 1800. The term White House is often used as a metonym[image: External link] for the president and his advisers[image: External link], as in "The White House announced that...".

The residence was designed by Irish-born architect James Hoban[image: External link][2] in the Neoclassical style[image: External link]. Construction took place between 1792 and 1800 using Aquia Creek sandstone[image: External link] painted white. When Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] moved into the house in 1801, he (with architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link]) added low colonnades[image: External link] on each wing that concealed stables and storage.[3] In 1814, during the War of 1812[image: External link], the mansion was set ablaze by the British Army[image: External link] in the Burning of Washington[image: External link], destroying the interior and charring much of the exterior. Reconstruction began almost immediately, and President James Monroe[image: External link] moved into the partially reconstructed Executive Residence[image: External link] in October 1817. Exterior construction continued with the addition of the semi-circular South portico in 1824 and the North portico in 1829.

Because of crowding within the executive mansion itself, President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] had all work offices relocated to the newly constructed West Wing[image: External link] in 1901. Eight years later in 1909, President William Howard Taft[image: External link] expanded the West Wing and created the first Oval Office[image: External link], which was eventually moved as the section was expanded. In the main mansion, the third-floor attic[image: External link] was converted to living quarters in 1927 by augmenting the existing hip roof[image: External link] with long shed dormers. A newly constructed East Wing[image: External link] was used as a reception area for social events; Jefferson's colonnades connected the new wings. East Wing alterations were completed in 1946, creating additional office space. By 1948, the house's load-bearing exterior walls and internal wood beams were found to be close to failure. Under Harry S. Truman[image: External link], the interior rooms were completely dismantled and a new internal load-bearing steel frame[image: External link] constructed inside the walls. Once this work was completed, the interior rooms were rebuilt.

The modern-day White House complex includes the Executive Residence, West Wing, East Wing, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link]—the former State Department, which now houses offices for the President's staff and the Vice President—and Blair House[image: External link], a guest residence. The Executive Residence is made up of six stories—the Ground Floor, State Floor, Second Floor, and Third Floor, as well as a two-story basement[image: External link]. The property is a National Heritage Site[image: External link] owned by the National Park Service[image: External link] and is part of the President's Park[image: External link]. In 2007, it was ranked second[4] on the American Institute of Architects[image: External link] list of "America's Favorite Architecture[image: External link]".
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 Early history
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 1789–1800




Following his April 1789 inauguration, President George Washington[image: External link] occupied two executive mansions in New York City: the Samuel Osgood House[image: External link] at 3 Cherry Street (April 1789 – February 1790), and the Alexander Macomb House[image: External link] at 39–41 Broadway (February–August 1790). In May 1790, New York began construction of Government House[image: External link] for his official residence, but he never occupied it. The national capital moved to Philadelphia in December 1790.

The July 1790 Residence Act[image: External link] named Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania the temporary national capital for a 10-year period while the Federal City[image: External link] was under construction. The City of Philadelphia rented Robert Morris[image: External link]'s city house[image: External link] at 190 High Street (now 524–30 Market Street) for Washington's presidential residence. The first president occupied the Market Street mansion from November 1790 to March 1797, and altered it in ways that may have influenced the design of the White House. As part of a futile effort to have Philadelphia named the permanent national capital, Pennsylvania built a much grander presidential mansion several blocks away, but Washington declined to occupy it.

President John Adams also occupied the Market Street mansion from March 1797 to May 1800. On Saturday,[5] November 1, 1800,[6] he became the first president to occupy the White House. The President's House in Philadelphia[image: External link] became a hotel and was demolished in 1832, while the unused presidential mansion became home to the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link].
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 Architectural competition




The President's House was a major feature of Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant's[image: External link]' plan for the newly established federal city, Washington, D.C. (see: L'Enfant Plan[image: External link]).[7][8] The architect of the White House was chosen in a design competition[image: External link] which received nine proposals, including one submitted anonymously by Thomas Jefferson[image: External link].[9]

President Washington visited Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link] in May 1791 on his "Southern Tour", and saw the under-construction Charleston County Courthouse[image: External link] designed by Irish architect James Hoban[image: External link]. He is reputed to have met with Hoban then. The following year, he summoned the architect to Philadelphia and met with him in June 1792.[10]

On July 16, 1792, the President met with the commissioners of the federal city to make his judgment in the architectural competition. His review is recorded as being brief, and he quickly selected Hoban's submission.[11]

Washington was not entirely pleased with the original submission, however; he found it too small, lacking ornament, and not monumental enough to house the nation's president. On his recommendation, the house was changed from three stories to two, and was widened from a nine-bay facade to an 11-bay facade. Hoban's competition drawings do not survive.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Design influences




The building has classical inspiration sources, that could be found directly or indirectly in the Roman architect Vitruvius[image: External link] or in Andrea Palladio[image: External link] styles; Palladio being an Italian architect of the Renaissance[image: External link] which had a considerable influence on the Western architecture (Palladian architecture[image: External link]). The building Hoban designed is verifiably influenced by the upper floors of Leinster House[image: External link], in Dublin[image: External link], which later became the seat of the Oireachtas[image: External link] (the Irish parliament).[12] Several other Georgian-era Irish country houses have been suggested as sources of inspiration for the overall floor plan, details like the bow-fronted south front, and interior details like the former niches in the present Blue Room[image: External link]. These influences, though undocumented, are cited in the official White House guide, and in White House Historical Association[image: External link] publications. The first official White House guide, published in 1962, suggested a link between Hoban's design for the South Portico and Château de Rastignac[image: External link], a neoclassical country house located in La Bachellerie[image: External link] in the Dordogne[image: External link] region of France and designed by Mathurin Salat. Construction on the French house was initially started before 1789, interrupted by the French Revolution[image: External link] for twenty years and then finally built 1812–1817 (based on Salat's pre-1789 design).[13] The theoretical link between the two houses has been criticized because Hoban did not visit France. Supporters of a connection posit that Thomas Jefferson[image: External link], during his tour of Bordeaux[image: External link] in 1789, viewed Salat's architectural drawings (which were on-file at the College) at the École Spéciale d'Architecture[image: External link] (Bordeaux Architectural College).[14] On his return to the U.S. he then shared the influence with Washington, Hoban, Monroe, and Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link].[13]
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 Construction




Construction of the White House began with the laying of the cornerstone on October 13, 1792, although there was no formal ceremony.[15] The main residence, as well as foundations of the house, were built largely by enslaved[image: External link] and free African-American[image: External link] laborers, as well as employed Europeans.[16] Much of the other work on the house was performed by immigrants, many not yet with citizenship. The sandstone walls were erected by Scottish[image: External link] immigrants, employed by Hoban,[17] as were the high-relief rose and garland decorations above the north entrance and the "fish scale" pattern beneath the pediments of the window hoods. The initial construction took place over a period of eight years, at a reported cost of $232,371.83 (equal to $3,279,177 today). Although not yet completed, the White House was ready for occupancy circa November 1, 1800.[18]

Shortages, including material and labor, forced alterations to the earlier plan developed by French engineer Pierre Charles L'Enfant[image: External link] for a "palace" that was five times larger than the house that was eventually built.[17] The finished structure contained only two main floors instead of the planned three, and a less costly brick served as a lining for the stone façades. When construction was finished, the porous sandstone walls were whitewashed[image: External link] with a mixture of lime, rice glue, casein, and lead, giving the house its familiar color and name.[17]

As it is a famed structure in America, several replicas of the White House[image: External link] have been constructed.
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 Architectural description




The north front is the principal façade of the White House and consists of three floors and eleven bays. The ground floor is hidden by a raised carriage ramp and parapet[image: External link], thus the façade appears to be of two floors. The central three bays are behind a prostyle portico[image: External link] (this was a later addition to the house, built circa 1830) serving, thanks to the carriage ramp, as a porte cochere[image: External link]. The windows of the four bays flanking the portico, at first-floor level, have alternating pointed and segmented pediments[image: External link], while at second-floor level the pediments are flat. The principal entrance at the center of the portico is surmounted by a lunette[image: External link] fanlight[image: External link]. Above the entrance is a sculpted floral festoon[image: External link]. The roofline is hidden by a balustraded parapet[image: External link].

The mansion's southern façade is a combination of the Palladian[image: External link] and neoclassical styles of architecture. It is of three floors, all visible. The ground floor is rusticated[image: External link] in the Palladian fashion. At the center of the façade is a neoclassical projecting bow of three bays. The bow is flanked by five bays, the windows of which, as on the north façade, have alternating segmented and pointed pediments at first-floor level. The bow has a ground floor double staircase[image: External link] leading to an Ionic[image: External link] colonnaded[image: External link] loggia[image: External link] (with the Truman Balcony[image: External link] at second-floor level), known as the south portico. The more modern third floor is hidden by a balustraded parapet and plays no part in the composition of the façade.
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 Naming conventions




The building was originally variously referred to as the "President's Palace", "Presidential Mansion", or "President's House".[19] The earliest evidence of the public calling it the "White House" was recorded in 1811.[20] A myth emerged that during the rebuilding of the structure after the Burning of Washington[image: External link], white paint was applied to mask the burn damage it had suffered,[21] giving the building its namesake hue.[22] The name "Executive Mansion" was used in official contexts until President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] established the formal name by having "White House–Washington" engraved on the stationery in 1901.[23][24] The current letterhead wording and arrangement "The White House" with the word "Washington" centered beneath goes back to the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link].[24]

Although the structure was not completed until some years after the presidency of George Washington, there is speculation that the name of the traditional residence of the President of the United States may have derived from Martha Washington's home, White House Plantation[image: External link] in Virginia, where the nation's first President had courted the First Lady in the mid-18th century.[25]
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 Evolution of the White House
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 Early use, the 1814 fire, and rebuilding




On Saturday, November 1, 1800, John Adams[image: External link] became the first president to take residence in the building.[17] During Adams' second day in the house, he wrote a letter to his wife Abigail, containing a prayer for the house. Adams wrote:


I pray Heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this House, and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof.[26]



Franklin D. Roosevelt had Adams's blessing carved into the mantel in the State Dining Room.[26]

Adams lived in the house only briefly before Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] moved into the "pleasant country residence"[27] in 1801. Despite his complaints that the house was too big ("big enough for two emperors, one pope, and the grand lama in the bargain"[28]), Jefferson considered how the White House might be added to. With Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link], he helped lay out the design for the East and West Colonnades, small wings that help conceal the domestic operations of laundry, a stable and storage.[17] Today, Jefferson's colonnades link the residence with the East and West Wings.[17]

In 1814, during the War of 1812[image: External link], the White House was set ablaze by British troops[29] during the Burning of Washington[image: External link], in retaliation for burning Upper Canada[image: External link]'s Parliament Buildings[image: External link] in the Battle of York[image: External link]; much of Washington was affected by these fires as well. Only the exterior walls remained, and they had to be torn down and mostly reconstructed because of weakening from the fire and subsequent exposure to the elements, except for portions of the south wall. Of the numerous objects taken from the White House when it was ransacked by British troops, only two have been recovered. Employees and slaves rescued a painting of George Washington,[29] and in 1939, a Canadian man returned a jewelry box to President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], claiming that his grandfather had taken it from Washington. Some observers allege that most of these spoils were lost when a convoy of British ships led by HMS Fantome[image: External link] sank en route to Halifax[image: External link] off Prospect[image: External link] during a storm on the night of November 24, 1814,[30][31] even though Fantome had no involvement in that action.[32]

After the fire, President James Madison[image: External link] resided in The Octagon House[image: External link] from 1814 to 1815, and then the Seven Buildings[image: External link] from 1815 to the end of his term.[33] Meanwhile, both architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe and Hoban contributed to the design and oversight of the reconstruction, which lasted from 1815 until 1817. The south portico[image: External link] was constructed in 1824 during the James Monroe[image: External link] administration; the north portico was built six years later.[17] Though Latrobe proposed similar porticos before the fire in 1814, both porticos were built as designed by Hoban.[34] An elliptical portico at Château de Rastignac[image: External link] in La Bachellerie, France with nearly identical curved stairs is speculated as the source of inspiration due to its similarity with the South Portico,[35] although this matter is one of great debate.[36] Italian artisans, brought to Washington to help in constructing the U.S. Capitol[image: External link], carved the decorative stonework on both porticos. Contrary to speculation, the North Portico was not modeled on a similar portico on another Dublin building, the Viceregal Lodge[image: External link] (now Áras an Uachtaráin, residence of the President of Ireland[image: External link]), for its portico postdates the White House porticos' design.[35] For the North Portico, a variation on the Ionic Order[image: External link] was devised incorporating a swag of roses between the volutes. This was done to link the new portico with the earlier carved roses above the entrance.
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 Overcrowding and building the West Wing




By the time of the American Civil War[image: External link], the White House had become overcrowded. The location of the White House was questioned, just north of a canal and swampy lands, which provided conditions ripe for malaria[image: External link] and other unhealthy conditions.[37] Brigadier General Nathaniel Michler was tasked to propose solutions to address these concerns. He proposed abandoning the use of the White House as a residence and designed a new estate for the first family at Meridian Hill[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., but Congress rejected the plan.[37]

When Chester Arthur[image: External link] took office in 1881, he ordered renovations to the White House to take place as soon as the recently widowed Lucretia Garfield moved out. Arthur inspected the work almost nightly and made several suggestions. Louis Comfort Tiffany[image: External link] was asked to send selected designers to assist. Over twenty wagonloads of furniture and household items were removed from the building and sold at a public auction[image: External link].[38] All that was saved were bust portraits of John Adams[image: External link] and Martin Van Buren[image: External link].[39] A proposal was made to build a new residence south of the White House, but it failed to gain support.

In the fall of 1882 work was done on the main corridor, including tinting the walls pale olive and adding squares of gold leaf[image: External link], and decorating the ceiling in gold and silver, and colorful traceries[image: External link] woven to spell "USA". The Red Room was painted a dull Pomeranian red, and its ceiling was decorated with gold, silver, and copper stars and stripes of red, white, and blue. A fifty-foot jeweled Tiffany[image: External link] glass screen, supported by imitation marble columns, replaced the glass doors that separated the main corridor from the north vestibule.[40][41]

In 1891, First Lady Caroline Harrison proposed major extensions to the White House, including a National Wing on the east for a historical art gallery, and a wing on the west for official functions.[37] A plan was devised by Colonel Theodore A. Bingham, which reflected the Harrison proposal.[37] These plans were ultimately rejected.

However, in 1902 Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] hired McKim, Mead & White[image: External link] to carry out expansions and renovations in a neoclassical style suited to the building's architecture, removing the Tiffany screen and all Victorian additions.[42][43] Charles McKim[image: External link] himself designed and managed the project, which gave more living space to the President's large family by removing a staircase in the West Hall and moving executive office staff from the second floor of the residence into the new West Wing.[17]

President William Howard Taft[image: External link] enlisted the help of architect Nathan C. Wyeth[image: External link] to add additional space to the West Wing, which included the addition of the Oval Office[image: External link].[37] In 1925, Congress enacted legislation allowing the White House to accept gifts of furniture and art for the first time.[44] The West Wing was damaged by fire in 1929, but rebuilt during the remaining years of the Herbert Hoover[image: External link] presidency. In the 1930s, a second story was added, as well as a larger basement for White House staff, and President Franklin Roosevelt had the Oval Office moved to its present location: adjacent to the Rose Garden[image: External link].[17]
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 Truman reconstruction




Main article: White House Reconstruction[image: External link]


Decades of poor maintenance, the construction of a fourth story attic during the Coolidge administration, and the addition of a second-floor balcony over the south portico for Harry S. Truman[image: External link][45] took a great toll on the brick and sandstone structure built around a timber frame.[17] By 1948, the house was declared to be in imminent danger of collapse, forcing President Truman to commission a reconstruction and to live across the street at Blair House[image: External link] from 1949 to 1951.[46] The work, done by the firm of Philadelphia[image: External link] contractor John McShain[image: External link], required the complete dismantling of the interior spaces, construction of a new load-bearing internal steel frame and the reconstruction of the original rooms within the new structure.[45] The total cost of the renovations was about $5.7 million (US$ 53 million in 2017).[47] Some modifications to the floor plan were made, the largest being the repositioning of the grand staircase to open into the Entrance Hall, rather than the Cross Hall.[45] Central air conditioning was added, as well as two additional sub-basements providing space for workrooms, storage, and a bomb shelter.[17] The Trumans moved back into the White House on March 27, 1952.[17] While the house's structure was kept intact by the Truman reconstruction, much of the new interior finishes were generic, and of little historic value. Much of the original plasterwork, some dating back to the 1814–1816 rebuilding, was too damaged to reinstall, as was the original robust Beaux Arts paneling in the East Room. President Truman had the original timber frame sawed into paneling; the walls of the Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], and Map Room[image: External link] on the ground floor of the main residence were paneled in wood from the timbers.[48]
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 Jacqueline Kennedy restoration




Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link], wife of President John F. Kennedy (1961–63), directed a very extensive and historic redecoration of the house. She enlisted the help of Henry Francis du Pont[image: External link] of the Winterthur Museum[image: External link] to assist in collecting artifacts for the mansion, many of which had once been housed there.[49] Other antiques, fine paintings, and improvements of the Kennedy period were donated to the White House by wealthy philanthropists, including the Crowninshield family[image: External link], Jane Engelhard[image: External link], Jayne Wrightsman[image: External link], and the Oppenheimer family. Stéphane Boudin[image: External link] of the House of Jansen[image: External link], a Paris interior-design firm that had been recognized worldwide, was employed by Mrs. Kennedy to assist with the decoration.[49] Different periods of the early republic and world history were selected as a theme for each room: the Federal style for the Green Room[image: External link], French Empire for the Blue Room[image: External link], American Empire for the Red Room[image: External link], Louis XVI for the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], and Victorian for the president's study, renamed the Treaty Room[image: External link]. Antique furniture was acquired, and decorative fabric and trim based on period documents was produced and installed. The Kennedy restoration resulted in a more authentic White House of grander stature, which recalled the French taste of Madison and Monroe.[49] In the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link] Mrs. Kennedy installed an antique "Vue de l'Amérique Nord" wall paper which Zuber & Cie[image: External link] had designed in 1834. The wallpaper had hung previously on the walls of another mansion until 1961 when that house was demolished for a grocery store. Just before the demolition, the wallpaper was salvaged and sold to the White House.

The first White House guidebook was produced under the direction of curator Lorraine Waxman Pearce with direct supervision from Mrs. Kennedy.[50] Sale of the guidebook helped finance the restoration.

Kennedy showed her restoration of the White House to the public in a televised tour of the house[image: External link] on Valentine's Day[image: External link] in 1962.[51]
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 The White House since the Kennedy restoration




Congress enacted legislation in September 1961 declaring the White House a museum. Furniture, fixtures, and decorative arts could now be declared either historic or of artistic interest by the President. This prevented them from being sold (as many objects in the executive mansion had been in the past 150 years). When not in use or display at the White House, these items were to be turned over to the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] for preservation, study, storage, or exhibition. The White House retains the right to have these items returned.[52]

Out of respect for the historic character of the White House, no substantive architectural changes have been made to the house since the Truman renovation.[53] Since the Kennedy restoration, every presidential family has made some changes to the private quarters of the White House, but the Committee for the Preservation of the White House[image: External link] must approve any modifications to the State Rooms. Charged with maintaining the historical integrity of the White House, the congressionally authorized committee works with each First Family—usually represented by the First Lady, the White House Curator[image: External link], and the Chief Usher[image: External link]—to implement the family's proposals for altering the house.[54]

During the Nixon administration (1969–74), First Lady Pat Nixon refurbished the Green Room, Blue Room, and Red Room, working with Clement Conger, the curator appointed by President Richard Nixon[image: External link].[55] Mrs. Nixon's efforts brought more than 600 artifacts to the house, the largest acquisition by any administration.[56] Her husband created the modern press briefing room over Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]'s old swimming pool.[57] Nixon also added a single-lane bowling alley to the White House basement.[58]

Computers and the first laser printer were added during the Carter administration, and the use of computer technology was expanded during the Reagan administration.[59] A Carter-era innovation, a set of solar water heating panels[image: External link] that were mounted on the roof of the White House, was removed during Reagan's presidency.[60][61] Redecorations were made to the private family quarters and maintenance was made to public areas during the Reagan years.[62] The house was accredited as a museum in 1988.[62]

In the 1990s, Bill and Hillary Clinton refurbished some rooms with the assistance of Arkansas[image: External link] decorator Kaki Hockersmith, including the Oval Office, the East Room, Blue Room, State Dining Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom, and Lincoln Sitting Room.[63] During the administration of George W. Bush[image: External link], First Lady Laura Bush refurbished the Lincoln Bedroom in a style contemporary with the Lincoln era; the Green Room, Cabinet Room[image: External link], and theater were also refurbished.[63]

The White House became one of the first wheelchair-accessible government buildings in Washington when modifications were made during the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], who used a wheelchair because of his paralytic illness[image: External link]. In the 1990s, Hillary Clinton, at the suggestion of Visitors Office Director Melinda N. Bates, approved the addition of a ramp in the East Wing corridor. It allowed easy wheelchair[image: External link] access for the public tours and special events that enter through the secure entrance building on the east side.

In 2003, the Bush administration reinstalled solar thermal heaters.[61] These units are used to heat water for landscape maintenance personnel and for the presidential pool and spa. 167 solar photovoltaic grid tied panels were installed at the same time on the roof of the maintenance facility. The changes were not publicized as a White House spokeswoman said the changes were an internal matter. The story was picked up by industry trade journals.[64]

In 2013, President Barack Obama installed a set of solar panels[image: External link] on the roof of the White House.[65][66]

The president usually travels to and from the White House grounds via official motorcade[image: External link] or helicopter. The journey by helicopter was inaugurated in the 1950s, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] began traveling on Marine One[image: External link] to and from his official residence.[67]
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 Layout and amenities




Today the group of buildings housing the presidency is known as the White House Complex. It includes the central Executive Residence[image: External link] flanked by the East Wing[image: External link] and West Wing[image: External link]. The Chief Usher[image: External link] coordinates day to day household operations. The White House includes: six stories and 55,000 ft2 (5,100 m2) of floor space, 132 rooms and 35 bathrooms, 412 doors, 147 windows, twenty-eight fireplaces, eight staircases, three elevators, five full-time chefs, a tennis court, a (single-lane) bowling alley (officially called the Harry S. Truman Bowling Alley), a movie theater (officially called the White House Family Theater[image: External link][68]), a jogging track, a swimming pool, and a putting green.[24] It receives up to 30,000 visitors each week.[69]
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 Executive Residence




Main article: Executive Residence[image: External link]


The original residence is in the center. Two colonnades[image: External link]—one on the east and one on the west—designed by Jefferson, now serve to connect the East and West Wings, added later. The Executive Residence[image: External link] houses the president's dwelling, as well as rooms for ceremonies and official entertaining. The State Floor of the residence building includes the East Room[image: External link], Green Room[image: External link], Blue Room[image: External link], Red Room[image: External link], State Dining Room[image: External link], Family Dining Room[image: External link], Cross Hall[image: External link], Entrance Hall[image: External link], and Grand Staircase[image: External link].[70] The Ground Floor is made up of the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link], Map Room[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], the main kitchen, and other offices.[71] The second floor family residence includes the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], East[image: External link] and West Sitting Halls[image: External link], the White House Master Bedroom, President's Dining Room[image: External link], the Treaty Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom[image: External link] and Queens' Bedroom[image: External link], as well as two additional bedrooms, a smaller kitchen, and a private dressing room.[72] The third floor consists of the White House Solarium, Game Room, Linen Room, a Diet Kitchen, and another sitting room (previously used as President George W. Bush's workout room).[73]
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 West Wing




Main article: West Wing[image: External link]


The West Wing houses the President's office (the Oval Office[image: External link]) and offices of his senior staff, with room for about 50 employees. It also includes the Cabinet Room[image: External link], where the president conducts business meetings and where the Cabinet[image: External link] meets,[74] as well as the White House Situation Room[image: External link], James S. Brady Press Briefing Room[image: External link], and Roosevelt Room[image: External link].[75] In 2007, work was completed on renovations of the press briefing room, adding fiber optic[image: External link] cables and LCD[image: External link] screens for the display of charts and graphs.[76] The makeover took 11 months and cost $8 million, of which news outlets paid $2 million.[76] In September 2010, a two-year project[image: External link] began on the West Wing, creating a multistory underground structure;[77] this will be followed with additional renovation of the wing.[78]

The Oval Office, Roosevelt Room, and other portions of the West Wing were partially replicated on a sound stage[image: External link] and used as the setting[image: External link] for the popular television show The West Wing[image: External link].[79]
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 East Wing




Main article: East Wing[image: External link]


The East Wing, which contains additional office space, was added to the White House in 1942. Among its uses, the East Wing has intermittently housed the offices and staff of the First Lady, and the White House Social Office. Rosalynn Carter, in 1977, was the first to place her personal office in the East Wing and to formally call it the "Office of the First Lady". The East Wing was built during World War II[image: External link] in order to hide the construction of an underground bunker to be used in emergencies. The bunker has come to be known as the Presidential Emergency Operations Center[image: External link].
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 Grounds




The White House and grounds cover just over 18 acres (about 7.3 hectares). Before the construction of the North Portico, most public events were entered from the South Lawn[image: External link], which was graded and planted by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson also drafted a planting plan for the North Lawn[image: External link] that included large trees that would have mostly obscured the house from Pennsylvania Avenue. During the mid-to-late 19th century a series of ever larger greenhouses[image: External link] were built on the west side of the house, where the current West Wing is located. During this period, the North Lawn was planted with ornate carpet-style flowerbeds. The general layout of the White House grounds today is based on the 1935 design by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.[image: External link] of the Olmsted Brothers[image: External link] firm, commissioned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. During the Kennedy administration, the White House Rose Garden[image: External link] was redesigned by Rachel Lambert Mellon[image: External link]. The Rose Garden borders the West Colonnade. Bordering the East Colonnade is the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden[image: External link], which was begun by Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link] but completed after her husband's assassination. On the weekend of June 23, 2006, a century-old American Elm (Ulmus americana L.)[image: External link] tree on the north side of the building, came down during one of the many storms amid intense flooding[image: External link]. Among the oldest trees on the grounds are several magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora[image: External link]) planted by Andrew Jackson. Michelle Obama planted the White House's first organic garden and installed beehives on the South Lawn of the White House, which will supply organic produce and honey to the First Family and for state dinners and other official gatherings.[80]
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 Public access and security




See also: White House Visitors Office[image: External link] and List of White House security breaches[image: External link]
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 Historical accessibility




Like the English and Irish country houses it was modeled on, the White House was, from the start, open to the public until the early part of the 20th century. President Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] held an open house for his second inaugural in 1805, and many of the people at his swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol[image: External link] followed him home, where he greeted them in the Blue Room[image: External link]. Those open houses sometimes became rowdy: in 1829, President Andrew Jackson[image: External link] had to leave for a hotel when roughly 20,000 citizens celebrated his inauguration inside the White House. His aides ultimately had to lure the mob outside with washtubs filled with a potent cocktail of orange juice and whiskey. Even so, the practice continued until 1885, when newly elected Grover Cleveland[image: External link] arranged for a presidential review of the troops from a grandstand in front of the White House instead of the traditional open house. Jefferson also permitted public tours of his house, which have continued ever since, except during wartime, and began the tradition of annual receptions on New Year's Day and on the Fourth of July. Those receptions ended in the early 1930s, although President Bill Clinton would briefly revive the New Year's Day open house in his first term.

The White House remained accessible in other ways; President Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] complained that he was constantly beleaguered by job seekers waiting to ask him for political appointments or other favors, or eccentric dispensers of advice like "General" Daniel Pratt[image: External link], as he began the business day. Lincoln put up with the annoyance rather than risk alienating some associate or friend of a powerful politician or opinion maker.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Aviation incidents




In February 1974, a stolen army helicopter landed without authorization on the White House's grounds.[81] Twenty years later, in 1994, a light plane crashed on the White House grounds, and the pilot died instantly.[82]

As a result of increased security regarding air traffic in the capital, the White House was evacuated in May 2005 before an unauthorized aircraft could approach the grounds.[83]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Closure of Pennsylvania Avenue




On May 20, 1995, primarily as a response to the Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] of April 19, 1995, the United States Secret Service[image: External link] closed off Pennsylvania Avenue to vehicular traffic in front of the White House from the eastern edge of Lafayette Park to 17th Street. Later, the closure was extended an additional block to the east to 15th Street, and East Executive Avenue, a small street between the White House and the Treasury Building[image: External link].

After September 11, 2001[image: External link], this was made permanent in addition to closing E Street between the South Portico of the White House and the Ellipse[image: External link].[84] In response to the Boston Marathon bombing[image: External link] the road was closed to the public in its entirety for a period of two days.

The Pennsylvania Avenue closing has been opposed by organized civic groups in Washington, D.C. They argue that the closing impedes traffic flow unnecessarily and is inconsistent with the well-conceived historic plan for the city. As for security considerations, they note that the White House is set much farther back from the street than numerous other sensitive federal buildings are.[85]

Prior to its inclusion within the fenced compound that now includes the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link] to the west and the Treasury Building to the east, this sidewalk served as a queuing area for the daily public tours of the White House. These tours were suspended in the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. In September 2003, they resumed on a limited basis for groups making prior arrangements through their Congressional representatives or embassies in Washington for foreign nationals and submitting to background checks, but the White House remained closed to the public.[86] White House tours were suspended for most of 2013 due to budget constraints after sequestration[image: External link].[87] The White House reopened to the public in November 2013.[88]
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 Protection




The White House Complex is protected by the United States Secret Service[image: External link] and the United States Park Police[image: External link].

NASAMS[image: External link] (Norwegian Advanced Surface to Air Missile System) were used to guard air space over Washington, D.C. during the 2005 presidential inauguration. The same NASAMS units have since been used to protect the president and all air space around the White House, which is strictly prohibited to aircraft.[89][90]
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 See also






	Camp David[image: External link]

	Germantown White House[image: External link]

	Graphics and Calligraphy Office[image: External link]

	List of largest houses in the United States[image: External link]

	List of National Historic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of residences of Presidents of the United States#Western White House[image: External link]

	
Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], residence of the Vice President

	Reported White House ghosts[image: External link]

	Category:Rooms in the White House[image: External link]

	White House Acquisition Trust[image: External link]

	White House Chief Calligrapher[image: External link]

	White House Chief Floral Designer[image: External link]

	White House Christmas tree[image: External link]

	White House Communications Agency[image: External link]

	White House Endowment Trust[image: External link]

	White House Executive Chef[image: External link]

	White House Fellows[image: External link]

	White House History[image: External link]

	White House Social Secretary[image: External link]
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Model (person)






This article is about the role a person may take as a model. For other uses, see Model (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A model (from Middle French[image: External link] modelle)[1] is a person with a role[image: External link] either to promote[image: External link], display or advertise[image: External link] commercial products[image: External link] (notably fashion[image: External link] clothing[image: External link]), or to serve as a visual aide for people who are creating works of art[image: External link] or to pose for photography[image: External link].

Modelling ("modeling" in American English[image: External link]) is considered to be different from other types of public performance[image: External link], such as acting or dancing. Although the difference between modelling and performing is not always clear, appearing in a film or a play is not generally considered to be "modelling".

Types of modelling include: fashion, glamour, fitness, bikini, fine art, body-part, promotional and commercial print models. Models are featured in a variety of media formats including: books[image: External link], magazines[image: External link], films[image: External link], newspapers[image: External link], internet[image: External link] and TV[image: External link]. Fashion models are sometimes featured in films: ( Looker[image: External link]), reality TV[image: External link] shows (America's Next Top Model[image: External link] and The Janice Dickinson Modeling Agency[image: External link]) and music videos[image: External link]: ("Freedom! '90[image: External link]", "Wicked Game[image: External link]", " Daughters[image: External link]" and "Blurred Lines[image: External link]").

Celebrities[image: External link], including actors[image: External link], singers[image: External link], sports personalities[image: External link] and reality TV stars[image: External link], frequently take modelling contracts in addition to their regular work.
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 History
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 Early years




Modelling as a profession was first established in 1853 by Charles Frederick Worth[image: External link], the "father of haute couture[image: External link]", when he asked his wife, Marie Vernet Worth, to model the clothes he designed.[2][3] The term "house model[image: External link]" was coined to describe this type of work. Eventually, this became common practice for Parisian fashion houses[image: External link]. There were no standard physical measurement requirements for a model, and most designers would use women of varying sizes to demonstrate variety in their designs[image: External link].

With the development of fashion photography[image: External link], the modelling profession expanded to photo modelling. Models remained fairly anonymous, and relatively poorly paid, until the late 1950s. One of the first well-known models was Lisa Fonssagrives[image: External link], who was very popular in the 1930s.[4] Fonssagrives appeared on over 200 Vogue covers, and her name recognition led to the importance of Vogue in shaping the careers of fashion models. In 1946, Ford Models[image: External link] was established by Eileen[image: External link] and Gerard Ford[image: External link] in New York; it is one of the oldest model agencies in the world. One of the most popular models during the 1940s was Jinx Falkenburg[image: External link] who was paid $25 per hour, a large sum at the time.[5] During the 1940s and 1950s, Wilhelmina Cooper[image: External link], Jean Patchett[image: External link], Dovima[image: External link], Dorian Leigh[image: External link], Suzy Parker[image: External link], Evelyn Tripp[image: External link], Carmen Dell'Orefice[image: External link], and Lisa Fonssagrives[image: External link] dominated fashion.[6] Dorothea Church[image: External link] was among the first black models in the industry to gain notoriety in Paris. However, these models were unknown outside the fashion community. Compared to today's models, the models of the 1950s were more voluptuous. Wilhelmina Cooper[image: External link]'s measurements were 38"-24"-36" whereas Chanel Iman[image: External link]'s measurements are 32"-23"-33".[7]
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 The 1960s and the beginning of the industry




In the 1960s, the modelling world began to establish modelling agencies. Throughout Europe, secretarial services acted as models' agents charging them weekly rates for their messages and bookings. For the most part, models were responsible for their own billing. In Germany, agents were not allowed to work for a percentage of a person's earnings, so referred to themselves as secretaries. With the exception of a few models travelling to Paris or New York, travelling was relatively unheard of for a model. Most models only worked in one market due to different labor laws governing modelling in various countries. In the 1960s, Italy had many fashion houses and fashion magazines[image: External link] but was in dire need of models. Italian agencies would often coerce models to return to Italy without work visas by withholding their pay.[8] They would also pay their models in cash, which models would have to hide from customs[image: External link] agents. It was not uncommon for models staying in hotels such as La Louisiana in Paris[image: External link] or the Arena in Milan to have their hotel rooms raided by the police looking for their work visas. It was rumoured that competing agencies were behind the raids. This led many agencies to form worldwide chains; for example, the Marilyn Agency[image: External link] has branches in Paris and New York.[8]

By the late 1960s, London[image: External link] was considered the best market in Europe due to its more organised and innovative approach to modelling. It was during this period that models began to become household names. Models such as Jean Shrimpton[image: External link], Joanna Lumley[image: External link], Tania Mallet[image: External link], Celia Hammond[image: External link], Twiggy[image: External link], Penelope Tree[image: External link], and Pauline Stone dominated the London fashion scene and were well paid, unlike their predecessors.[9] Twiggy became The Face of '66 at the age of 16.[10] At this time, model agencies were not as restrictive about the models they represented, although it was uncommon for them to sign shorter models. Twiggy, who stood at 5 feet 6 inches (168 cm) with a 32" bust and had a boy's haircut, is credited with changing model ideals. At that time, she earned £80 an hour, while the average wage was £15 a week.

In 1967, seven of the top model agents in London formed the Association of London Model Agents. The formation of this association helped legitimize modelling and changed the fashion industry. Even with a more professional attitude towards modelling, models were still expected to have their hair and makeup done before they arrived at a shoot. Meanwhile, agencies took responsibility for a model's promotional materials and branding. That same year, former top fashion model Wilhelmina Cooper[image: External link] opened up her own fashion agency with her husband called Wilhelmina Models[image: External link]. By 1968, FM Agency and Models 1[image: External link] were established and represented models in a similar way that agencies do today.[11][12] By the late 1960s, models were treated better and were making better wages. One of the innovators, Ford Models, was the first agency to advance models money they were owed and would often allow teen models, who did not live locally, to reside in their house, a precursor to model housing.
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 The 1970s and 1980s




The innovations of the 1960s flowed into the 1970s fashion scene. As a result of model industry associations and standards,[13] model agencies became more business minded, and more thought went into a model's promotional materials. By this time, agencies were starting to pay for a model's publicity.[8] In the early 1970s, Scandinavia[image: External link] had many tall, leggy, blonde[image: External link]-haired, blue-eyed models and not enough clients. It was during this time that Ford Models pioneered scouting.[8] They would spend time working with agencies holding modelling contests. This was the precursor to the Ford Models Supermodel of the World[image: External link] competition which was established in 1980. Ford also focused their attentions on Brazil which had a wide array of seemingly "exotic" models, which eventually led to establishment of Ford Models Brazil. It was also during this time that the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue debuted. The magazine set a trend by photographing "bigger and healthier" California models,[14] and printing their names by their photos, thus turning many of them into household names and establishing the issue as a hallmark of supermodel status.[14]

The 1970s marked numerous milestones in fashion. Beverly Johnson[image: External link] was the first African American[image: External link] to appear on the cover of U.S. Vogue in 1974.[15] Models, including Grace Jones[image: External link], Pat Cleveland[image: External link], Donyale Luna[image: External link], Minah Bird[image: External link], Naomi Sims[image: External link], and Toukie Smith[image: External link] were some of the top black fashion models who paved the way for black women in fashion. In 1975, Margaux Hemingway[image: External link] landed a then-unprecedented million-dollar contract as the face of Fabergé[image: External link]'s Babe perfume and the same year appeared on the cover of Time magazine, labelled one of the "New Beauties," giving further name recognition to fashion models.[16]

Many of the world's most prominent modelling agencies were established in the 1970s and early 1980s. These agencies created the standard by which agencies now run. In 1974, Nevs Models was established in London with only a men's board, the first of its kind. Elite Models was founded in Paris in 1975 as well as Friday's Models in Japan[image: External link].[17][18] The next year Cal-Carries was established in Singapore[image: External link], the first of a chain of agencies in Asia. In 1977, Select Model Management opened its doors as well as Why Not Models in Milan. By the 1980s, agencies such as Premier Model Management, Storm Models, Mikas, Marilyn, and Metropolitan Models had been established.

In October 1981, Life[image: External link] cited Shelley Hack[image: External link], Lauren Hutton and Iman for Revlon[image: External link], Margaux Hemingway for Fabergé[image: External link], Karen Graham[image: External link] for Estee Lauder[image: External link], Christina Ferrare[image: External link] for Max Factor[image: External link], and Cheryl Tiegs for CoverGirl[image: External link] by proclaiming them the "million dollar faces" of the beauty industry. These models negotiated previously unheard of lucrative and exclusive deals with giant cosmetics companies, were instantly recognizable, and their names became well known to the public.[19]

By the 1980s, most models were able to make modelling a full-time career. It was common for models to travel abroad and work throughout Europe. As modelling became global, numerous agencies began to think globally. In 1980, Ford Models, the innovator of scouting, introduced the Ford Models Supermodel of the World[image: External link] contest.[20] That same year, John Casablancas opened Elite Models[image: External link] in New York. In 1981, cosmetics companies began contracting top models to lucrative endorsement deals[image: External link]. By 1983, Elite developed its own contest titled the Elite Model Look competition. In New York during the 1980s there were so-called "model wars" in which the Ford and Elite agencies fought over models and campaigns. Models were jumping back and forth between agencies such Elite, Wilhelmina, and Ford.[21] In New York, the late 1980s trend was the boyish look in which models had short cropped hair and looked androgynous[image: External link]. In Europe, the trend was the exact opposite. During this time, a lot of American models who were considered more feminine looking moved abroad.[22] By the mid-1980s, big hair was made popular by some musical groups, and the boyish look was out. The curvaceous models who had been popular in the 1950s and early 1970s were in style again. Models like Patti Hansen[image: External link] earned $200 an hour for print and $2,000 for television plus residuals[image: External link].[23] It was estimated that Hansen earned about $300,000 a year during the 1980s.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 The 1990s to present




The early 1990s were dominated by the high fashion models of the late 1980s. In 1990, Linda Evangelista[image: External link] famously said to Vogue, "we don't wake up for less than $10,000 a day". Evangelista and her contemporaries, Naomi Campbell[image: External link], Cindy Crawford[image: External link], Christy Turlington[image: External link], Tatjana Patitz[image: External link] and Stephanie Seymour[image: External link], became arguably the most recognizable models in the world, earning the moniker of " supermodel[image: External link]", and were boosted to global recognition and new heights of wealth for the industry.[24][25][26][27] In 1991, Turlington signed a contract with Maybelline[image: External link] that paid her $800,000 for twelve days' work each year.

By the mid‑1990s, the new "heroin chic[image: External link]" movement became popular amongst New York and London editorial clients. While the heroin chic movement was inspired by model Jaime King[image: External link], who suffered from a heroin[image: External link] addiction, it was Kate Moss[image: External link] who became its poster child through her ads for Calvin Klein[image: External link]. In spite of the heroin chic movement, model Claudia Schiffer[image: External link] earned $12 million. With the popularity of lingerie retailer Victoria's Secret[image: External link], and the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue, there was a need for healthier-looking[citation needed[image: External link]] supermodels such as Tyra Banks[image: External link] and Heidi Klum to meet commercial modelling demand. The mid‑1990s also saw many Asian countries establishing modelling agencies.

By the late 1990s, the heroin chic era had run its course. Teen-inspired clothing infiltrated mainstream fashion, teen pop music[image: External link] was on the rise, and artists such as Britney Spears[image: External link] and Christina Aguilera[image: External link] popularized pleather[image: External link] and bare midriffs. As fashion changed to a more youthful demographic[image: External link], the models who rose to fame had to be sexier for the digital age. Following Gisele Bundchen[image: External link]'s breakthrough, a wave of Brazilian[image: External link] models including Adriana Lima[image: External link], Alessandra Ambrosio[image: External link], and Ana Beatriz Barros rose to fame on runways and became popular in commercial modelling throughout the 2000s. Some attribute this to decisions by magazines to replace models with celebrities their covers.[28]

In the late 2000s, the Brazilians fell out of favour on the runways. Editorial clients were favouring models with a china-doll or alien look to them, such as Gemma Ward[image: External link] and Lily Cole[image: External link]. During the 2000s, Ford Models and NEXT Model Management[image: External link] were engaged in a legal battle, with each agency alleging that the other was stealing its models.[29]

However, the biggest controversy of the 2000s was the health of high-fashion models participating in fashion week. While the health of models had been a concern since the 1970s, there were several high-profile news stories surrounding the deaths of young fashion models due to eating disorders[image: External link] and drug abuse[image: External link]. The British Fashion Council[image: External link] subsequently asked designers to sign a contract stating they would not use models under the age of sixteen.[30] On March 3, 2012, Vogue banned models under the age of sixteen as well as models who appeared to have an eating disorder.[31] Similarly, other countries placed bans on unhealthy, and underage models, including Spain[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], and Israel[image: External link], which all enacted a minimum body mass index[image: External link] (BMI) requirement.[32] In 2013, New York toughened its child labor law protections for models under the age of eighteen by passing New York Senate Bill No. 5486, which gives underage models the same labor protections afforded to child actors. Key new protections included the following: underage models are not to work before 5:00 pm or after 10:00 pm on school nights, nor were they to work later than 12:30 am on non-school nights; the models may not return to work less than twelve hours after they leave; a pediatric nurse must be on site; models under sixteen must be accompanied by an adult chaperone; parents or guardians of underage models must create a trust fund account into which employers will transfer a minimum of 15% of the child model[image: External link]'s gross earnings; and employers must set aside time and a dedicated space for educational instruction.[33]
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 Fashion modelling




"Fashion model" redirects here. For the 1945 film, see Fashion Model (film)[image: External link].
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 Runway modelling




Main articles: Size zero[image: External link] and Female body shape[image: External link]


Runway[image: External link] models showcase clothes from fashion designers, fashion media, and consumers. They are also called "live models" and are self-employed. They are wanted to be over the height of 5'8" for men and 5'6" for women. Runway models work in different locations, constantly travelling between those cities where fashion is well known— London[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], New York City, and Paris[image: External link]. Second-tier international fashion center cities include: Rome[image: External link], Florence[image: External link], Venice[image: External link], Brescia[image: External link], Barcelona[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Tokyo[image: External link], and Moscow[image: External link]. Cities where catalog work comprises the bulk of fashion packaging, merchandising and marketing work are: Miami[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], Sydney[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Mexico City[image: External link], Tokyo[image: External link], Hamburg[image: External link], London[image: External link], and Beijing[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]].

The criteria for runway models include certain height and weight requirements. During runway shows, models have to constantly change clothes and makeup. Models walk, turn, and stand in order to demonstrate a garment's key features. Models also go to interviews (called "go and sees") to present their portfolios.[34] The more experience a model has, the more likely she/he is to be hired for a fashion show. A runway model can also work in other areas, such as department store fashion shows, and the most successful models sometimes create their own product lines or go into acting.[35]:191–192

The British Association of Model Agents (AMA) says that female models should be around 34"-24"-34" and between 5 ft 8 in (173 cm) and 5 ft 11 in (180 cm) tall.[36] The average model is very slender. Those who do not meet the size requirement may try to become a plus-size model[image: External link].[37] According to the New York Better Business Career Services website, the preferred dimensions for a male model are a height of 5 ft 11 in (180 cm) to 6 ft 2 in (189 cm), a waist of 29–32 in (73.66–81.28 cm) and a chest measurement of 39–40 in (99.06–101.60 cm).[38] Male runway models are notably skinny and well toned.[39]

Male and female models must also possess clear skin, healthy hair, and attractive facial features. Stringent weight and body proportion guidelines form the selection criteria by which established, and would‑be, models are judged for their placement suitability, on an ongoing basis. There can be some variation regionally, and by market tier, subject to current prevailing trends at any point, in any era, by agents, agencies and end-clients.

Formerly, the required measurements for models were 35"-23.5"-35" in (90-60-90 cm), the alleged measurements of Marilyn Monroe[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Today's fashion models tend to have measurements closer to the AMA-recommended shape, but some - such as Afghan[image: External link] model Zohre Esmaeli[image: External link] - still have 35"-23.5"-35" measurements. Although in some fashion centres, a size 00 is more ideal than a size 0.

The often thin shape of many fashion models has been criticized for warping girls' body image[image: External link] and encouraging eating disorders[image: External link].[40] Organisers of a fashion show in Madrid[image: External link] in September 2006 turned away models who were judged to be underweight[image: External link] by medical personnel who were on hand.[41] In February 2007, six months after her sister, Luisel Ramos[image: External link], also a model, died, Uruguayan[image: External link] model Eliana Ramos[image: External link] became the third fashion model to die of malnutrition[image: External link] in six months. The second victim was Ana Carolina Reston[image: External link].[42] Luisel Ramos[image: External link] died of heart failure[image: External link] caused by anorexia nervosa[image: External link] just after stepping off the catwalk[image: External link]. In 2015, France[image: External link] passed a law requiring models to be declared healthy by a doctor in order to participate in fashion shows. The law also requires re-touched images to be marked as such in magazines.[43]
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 Plus-size models




Main article: Plus-size model[image: External link]


Plus-size models are models who generally have larger measurements than editorial fashion models. The primary use of plus-size models is to appear in advertising and runway shows for plus-size labels. Plus-size models are also engaged in work that is not strictly related to selling large-sized clothing, e.g., stock photography[image: External link] and advertising photography for cosmetics, household and pharmaceutical products and sunglasses, footwear and watches. Therefore, plus-size models do not exclusively wear garments marketed as plus-size clothing. This is especially true when participating in fashion editorials for mainstream fashion magazines. Some plus-size models have appeared in runway shows and campaigns for mainstream retailers and designers such as Gucci, Guess, Jean-Paul Gaultier, Levi's and Versace Jeans.[46][47][48][49]
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 Fit models




Main article: Fit model[image: External link]


A fit model works as a sort of live mannequin to give designers and pattern makers feedback on the fit, feel, movement, and drape of a garment to be produced in a given size.
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 Glamour models




Main article: Glamour modelling[image: External link]


Glamour modelling focuses on sexuality and thus general requirements are often unclear, being dependent more on each individual case. Glamour models can be any size or shape. There is no industry standard for glamour modelling and it varies greatly by country. For the most part, glamour models are limited to modelling in calendars[image: External link], men's magazines[image: External link], such as Playboy[image: External link], bikini[image: External link] modelling, lingerie[image: External link] modelling, fetish modelling, music videos, and extra work in films. However, some extremely popular glamour models transition into commercial print modelling, appearing in swimwear[image: External link], bikini[image: External link] and lingerie[image: External link] campaigns.

It is widely considered[by whom?[image: External link]] that England created the market for glamour modelling when The Sun[image: External link] established Page 3[image: External link] in 1969,[50] a section in their newspaper which featured sexually suggestive images of Penthouse and Playboy models. From 1970 models appeared topless. In the 1980s, The Sun's competitors followed suit and produced their own Page 3 sections.[50] It was during this time that glamour models first came to prominence with the likes of Samantha Fox[image: External link]. As a result, the United Kingdom has a very large glamour market and has numerous glamour modelling agencies to this day.

It was not until the 1990s that modern glamour modelling was established. During this time, the fashion industry was promoting models with waif bodies and androgynous looking women, which left a void. Several fashion models, who were deemed too commercial, and too curvaceous, were frustrated with industry standards, and took a different approach. Models such as Victoria Silvstedt[image: External link] left the fashion world and began modelling for men's magazines.[51] In the previous decades, posing nude for Playboy resulted in models losing their agencies and endorsements.[52] Playboy was a stepping stone which catapulted the careers of Victoria Silvstedt, Pamela Anderson[image: External link], and Anna Nicole Smith[image: External link]. Pamela Anderson became so popular from her Playboy spreads that she was able to land roles on Home Improvement[image: External link] and Baywatch[image: External link].

In the mid-1990s, a series of men's magazines were established such as Maxim[image: External link], FHM[image: External link], and Stuff[image: External link]. At the same time, magazines including Sweden's Slitz[image: External link] re-branded themselves as men's magazines. Pre-internet, these magazines were popular among men in their late teens and early twenties because they were considered to be more tasteful than their predecessors. With the glamour market growing, fashion moved away from the waifs and onto Brazilian bombshells. The glamour market, which consisted mostly of commercial fashion models and commercial print models, became its own genre due to its popularity. Even in a large market like the United Kingdom, however, glamour models are not usually signed exclusively to one agency as they can not rely financially on one agency to provide them with enough work. It was, and still is, a common practice for glamour models to partake in kiss-and-tell interviews about their dalliances with famous men.[53][54] The notoriety of their alleged bed-hopping often propels their popularity and they are often promoted by their current or former fling.[55] With Page 3 models becoming fixtures in the British tabloids, glamour models such as Jordan[image: External link], now known as Katie Price, became household names. By 2004, Page 3 regulars earned anywhere from £30,000 to 40,000,[50] where the average salary of a non-Page 3 model, as of 2011, was between £10,000 and 20,000.[56] In the early 2000s, glamour models, and aspiring glamour models, appeared on reality television shows such as Big Brother[image: External link] to gain fame.[57] Several Big Brother alumni parlayed their fifteen minutes of fame into successful glamour modelling careers. However, the glamour market became saturated by the mid-2000s, and numerous men's magazines including Arena[image: External link], Stuff and FHM in the United States went under.[58] During this time, there was a growing trend of glamour models, including Kellie Acreman and Lauren Pope, becoming DJs to supplement their income. In a 2012 interview, Keeley Hazell said that going topless is not the best way to achieve success and that "[she] was lucky to be in that 1% of people that get that, and become really successful."[59]
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 Alternative models




An alternative model[image: External link] is any model who does not fit into the conventional model types and may include punk[image: External link], goth[image: External link], fetish[image: External link], and tattooed[image: External link] models or models with distinctive attributes. This type of modeling is usually a cross between glamour modeling and art modeling. Publishers such as Goliath Books[image: External link] in Germany introduced alternative models and punk photography to larger audiences. Billi Gordon[image: External link], then known as Wilbert Anthony Gordon, was[ when?[image: External link]] the top greeting card model in the world and inspired a cottage industry including greeting cards, T-shirts, fans, stationery, gift bags, etc.[60]
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 Parts models




Some models are employed for their body parts. For example, hand models[image: External link] may be used to promote products held in the hand and nail[image: External link]-related products. (e.g. rings, other jewelry or nail polish[image: External link]). They are frequently part of television commercials.[61] Many parts models have exceptionally attractive body parts, but there is also demand for unattractive or unusual looking body parts for particular campaigns.

Hands are the most in-demand body parts. Feet models are also in high demand, particularly those who fit sample size shoes.[62] Models are also successful modelling other specific parts including abs, arms, back, bust or chest, legs, and lips.[63][64] Some petite models (females who are under 5 ft 6 in (1.68 m) and do not qualify as fashion models) have found success in women's body part modelling.

Parts model divisions can be found at agencies worldwide. Several agencies solely represent parts models, including Hired Hands in London, Body Parts Models in Los Angeles, Carmen Hand Model Management in New York and Parts Models in New York.[65][66][67] Parts Models is the largest parts agency, representing over 300 parts models.[61][65][68][69][70]
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 Fitness models




See also: Fitness and figure competition[image: External link]


Fitness modelling focuses on displaying a healthy, toned physique. Fitness models usually have defined muscle groups. The model's body weight is heavier due to muscle weighing more than fat; however, they have a lower body fat percentage because the muscles are toned and sculpted. Fitness models are often used in magazine advertising. Sometimes they are certified personal fitness trainers. However, other fitness models are also athletes and compete as professionals in fitness and figure competitions[image: External link]. There are several agencies in large markets such as New York, London, Germany that have fitness modelling agencies. While there is a large market for these models, most of these agencies are a secondary agency promoting models who typically earn their primary income as commercial models. Plus there are also magazines that gear towards specifically fitness modeling or getting fit and in shape. Fitness Models showcase their fitter side of their bodies on the covers gearing towards specific competitions in fitness and figure competitions[image: External link]. [2][image: External link], [3][image: External link].
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 Gravure idols




A gravure idol (グラビアアイドル gurabia aidoru), often abbreviated to gradol (グラドル guradoru), is a Japanese female model who primarily models on magazines, especially men's magazines, photobooks or DVDs.

"Gravure" (グラビア) is a Wasei-eigo[image: External link] term derived from " rotogravure[image: External link]", which is a type of intaglio[image: External link] printing[image: External link] process that was once a staple of newspaper photo features. The rotogravure process is still used for commercial printing of magazines, postcards[image: External link], and cardboard[image: External link] product packaging.[71]

Gravure idols appear in a wide range of photography styles and genres. Their photos are largely aimed at male audiences with poses or activities intended to be provocative or suggestive, generally accentuated by an air of playfulness and innocence rather than aggressive sexuality. Although gravure models may sometimes wear clothing that exposes most of their body, they seldom appear fully nude. Gravure models may be as young as pre-teen age up to early thirties. In addition to appearing in mainstream magazines, gravure idols often release their own professional photobooks and DVDs for their fans. Many popular female idols in Japan[image: External link] launched their careers by starting out as gravure idols.[71][72]
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 Commercial print and on-camera models




Commercial print models generally appear in print ads for non-fashion products, and in television commercials. Commercial print models can earn up to $250 an hour.[73] Commercial print models are usually non-exclusive, and primarily work in one location.

There are several large fashion agencies that have commercial print divisions, including Ford Models in the United States.
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 Promotional models




Main article: Promotional model[image: External link]


A promotional model is a model hired to drive consumer demand[image: External link] for a product, service, brand, or concept by directly interacting with potential consumers. The vast majority of promotional models tend to be attractive in physical appearance. They serve to provide information about the product or service and make it appealing to consumers. While the length of interaction may be short, the promotional model delivers a live experience that reflects on the product or service he or she is representing. This form of marketing touches fewer consumers for the cost than traditional advertising media[image: External link] (such as print, radio, and television); however, the consumer's perception of a brand, product, service, or company is often more profoundly affected by a live person-to-person experience.

Marketing campaigns[image: External link] that make use of promotional models may take place in stores[image: External link] or shopping malls[image: External link], at tradeshows[image: External link], special promotional events, clubs, or even at outdoor public spaces. They are often held at high traffic locations to reach as many consumers as possible, or at venues at which a particular type of target consumer is expected to be present.
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 Spokesmodels




Main article: Spokesmodel[image: External link]


"Spokesmodel" is a term used for a model who is employed to be associated with a specific brand[image: External link] in advertisements[image: External link]. A spokesmodel may be a celebrity used only in advertisements (in contrast to a brand ambassador who is also expected to represent the company at various events), but more often the term refers to a model who is not a celebrity in their own right. A classic example of the spokesmodel are the models hired to be the Marlboro Man[image: External link] between 1954 and 1999.
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 Trade show models




Trade show[image: External link] models work a trade show floorspace or booth, and represent a company to attendees. Trade show models are typically not regular employees of the company, but are freelancers[image: External link] hired by the company renting the booth space. They are hired for several reasons: trade show models can make a company's booth more visibly distinguishable from the hundreds of other booths with which it competes for attendee attention. They are articulate and quickly learn and explain or disseminate information on the company and its product(s) and service(s). And they can assist a company in handling a large number of attendees which the company might otherwise not have enough employees to accommodate, possibly increasing the number of sales or leads resulting from participation in the show.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Atmosphere models




Atmosphere models are hired by the producers of themed events to enhance the atmosphere or ambience of their event. They are usually dressed in costumes exemplifying the theme of the event and are often placed strategically in various locations around the venue. It is common for event guests to have their picture taken with atmosphere models. For example, if someone is throwing a "Brazilian Day" celebration, they would hire models dressed in samba costumes and headdresses to stand or walk around the party.
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 Podium models




Podium models differ from runway models in that they don't walk down a runway, but rather just stand on an elevated platform. They are kind of like live mannequins placed in various places throughout an event. Attendees can walk up to the models and inspect and even feel the clothing. Podium Modeling is a practical alternative way of presenting a fashion show when space is too limited to have a full runway fashion show.
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 Art models




Main article: Model (art)[image: External link]


Art models pose for any visual artist[image: External link] as part of the creative process[image: External link]. Art models are often paid professionals[image: External link] who provide a reference or inspiration for a work of art[image: External link] that includes the human figure. The most common types of art created using models are figure drawing[image: External link], figure painting[image: External link], sculpture[image: External link] and photography[image: External link], but almost any medium may be used. Although commercial motives dominate over aesthetics in illustration[image: External link], its artwork commonly employs models. Models are most frequently employed for art classes[image: External link] or by informal groups of experienced artists that gather to share the expense of a model.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Instagram models




Instagram models have become popular due to the widespread use of social media. They are models who gain their success as a result of the large number of followers they have on Instagram[image: External link] and other social media. They should not be confused with established models who use Instagram to promote their traditional modelling careers, although some models, such as Playboy[image: External link] model Lindsey Pelas[image: External link], begin their modelling careers conventionally and subsequently become Instagram models. Some models use Instagram success to develop their careers, such as Rosie Roff[image: External link] who worked as a fashion model before being discovered via Instagram and gaining work as a ring girl[image: External link] in American boxing. There are also conventional models who enter the profession as a result of being discovered on Instagram, such as the American male model Matthew Noszka[image: External link].

The Instagram model concept originated in the late 2000s, when the boyfriends of fashion bloggers such as Rumi Neely[image: External link] and Chiara Ferragni[image: External link] began photographing their girlfriends in various outfits. Instagram models often promote products such as fashion brands and detox teas.[74] Some Instagram models have gained high-profile modelling jobs and become celebrities[image: External link].[75] Jen Selter[image: External link] is an early example of an Internet celebrity[image: External link] who gained fame appearing on Instagram[76] and subsequently undertook professional modelling work.[77] Anna Faith[image: External link] and Caitlin O'Connor[image: External link], among many others, have had success as Instagram Models.[78] Australian personal trainer Kayla Itsines[image: External link] acquired five-and-a-half million Instagram followers allowing her to build a business in the fitness industry. Brazilian model Claudia Alende[image: External link] gained a following of 8.8 million people on Instagram and developed a career as a lingerie model.[79] Instagram model Lil Miquela[image: External link] has blurred the line between reality and social media, amassing more than 200,000 followers without it being revealed whether she is real or computer-generated.
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 See also





	Academy figure[image: External link]

	Hip hop model[image: External link]

	Internet modeling[image: External link]

	Modeling agency

	Ring girl[image: External link]

	Time for print[image: External link]
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Permanent residence (United States)






United States lawful permanent residency, informally known as green card, is the immigration status of a person authorized to live and work[image: External link] in the United States of America[image: External link] permanently. Green cards are valid for 10 years for permanent residents, and 2 years for conditional permanent residents. After this period, the card must be renewed or replaced. The application process may take several years. An immigrant usually has to go through a three-step process to get permanent residency that includes petition and processing.

A United States Permanent Resident Card (USCIS Form I-551), formerly known as Alien Registration Card or Alien Registration Receipt Card (INS Form I-151), is an identification card[image: External link] attesting to the permanent resident[image: External link] status of an alien[image: External link] in the United States. Owing to its green design from 1946 until 1964, it is known informally as a "green card", a nickname it retained even after the color was changed. The card was restored to green in 2010.[1][2] "Green card" also refers to an immigration process of becoming a permanent resident. The green card serves as proof that its holder, a lawful permanent resident (LPR), has been officially granted immigration benefits, including permission to reside and take employment in the United States. The holder must maintain permanent resident status, and can be removed from the United States if certain conditions of this status are not met.

Green cards were formerly issued by the Immigration and Naturalization Service[image: External link] (INS). The Homeland Security Act of 2002[image: External link] (Pub. L. No. 107–296, 116 Stat. 2135) dismantled INS and separated the former agency into three components within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The first, the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services[image: External link] (USCIS), handles applications for immigration benefits. Two other agencies were created to oversee the INS's former functions of immigration enforcement: U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement[image: External link] (ICE) and U.S. Customs and Border Protection[image: External link] (CBP), respectively.[3]

Permanent residents of the United States eighteen years of age or older must carry their actual green card at all times. Failing to do so is a violation of the Immigration and Nationality Act, carrying the possibility of a fine up to $100 and/or imprisonment for up to 30 days for each offense.[4] Only the federal government can impose these penalties.[5]

Cards issued between January 1977 and August 1989 do not have document numbers or expiration dates and are valid indefinitely.[6]



TOP
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 Reading a permanent resident card




While most of the information on the card is self-evident, the computer- and human-readable signature at the bottom is not. The format follows the machine-readable travel document[image: External link] TD1 format:


	First line:




	1–2: C1 or C2. C1 = resident within the United States, C2 = permanent resident commuter (living in Canada or Mexico)

	3–5: USA (issuing country, United States)

	6–14: 9-digit number (A#, alien number)

	15: check digit over digits 6–14

	16–30: 13-character USCIS receipt number,[7] padded with "<" as a filler character[8]





	Second line:




	1–6: birth date (in YYMMDD format)

	7: check digit over digits 1–6

	8: gender

	9–14: expiration date (in YYMMDD format)

	15: check digit over digits 9–14

	16–29: country of birth

	30: cumulative check digit (over digits 6–30 (upper line), 1–7, 9–15, 19–29 (lower line))




	Third line:




	surname, given name, middle name, first initial of father, first initial of mother (this line is spaced with "<<" between the surname and given name).[citation needed[image: External link]] Depending on the length of the name, the father's and mother's initials may be omitted.



A full list of category codes (i.e. IR1, E21, etc.) can be found in the Federal Register[9][10] or Foreign Affairs Manual.[11]

Since May 11, 2010, new green cards contain an RFID[image: External link] chip[12] and can be electronically accessed at a distance. They are shipped with a protective sleeve intended to protect the card from remote access, but it is reported to be inadequate.[13]
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 Path to U.S. citizenship




A lawful permanent resident can apply for United States citizenship, or naturalization[image: External link], after five years of residency. This period is shortened to three years if married to a U.S. citizen. Lawful permanent residents may submit their applications for naturalization as early as 90 days before meeting the residency requirement. In the United States, 8.8 million lawful permanent residents are eligible to naturalize.[14] Citizens are entitled to more rights (and obligations) than permanent residents (who are still classified as aliens[image: External link] in this respect). Lawful permanent residents generally do not have the right to vote, the right to be elected in federal and state elections (although even naturalized citizens cannot be elected President under Article II of the Constitution), the ability to bring family members to the United States (permanent residents are allowed to sponsor certain family members,[15] but this is often not practical due to long approval delays),[16][17] or eligibility for federal government jobs. Male permanent residents between the ages of 18 and 25 are subject to registering in the Selective Service System[image: External link]. Permanent residents who reside in the United States must pay taxes on their worldwide income (this includes filing annual U.S. income tax returns), like U.S. citizens.
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 Types of immigration




U.S. immigration legislation in the Immigration and Nationality Act[image: External link][18] (INA) stipulates that a person may obtain permanent resident status primarily through the course of the following proceedings:[19]


	immigration through a family member

	immigration through employment

	immigration through investment (from 0.5 to 1 million US dollars)

	immigration through the Diversity Lottery[image: External link]


	immigration through refugee or asylum status

	immigration through "The Registry" provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act

	immigration approved by the Director of Central Intelligence
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 Immigration eligibility and quotas






	Category
	Eligibility
	Annual quotac
	Immigrant visa backlog



	Family-sponsored



	IR
	Immediate relative (spouse, minor children, and parents) of U.S. citizens

(A U.S. citizen must be at least 21 years of age in order to sponsor his or her parents.)
	No numerical limita
	 



	F1
	Unmarried sons and daughters (21 years of age or older) of U.S. citizens
	23,400
	8–21 yearsb[20]



	F2A
	Spouse and minor children (under 21 year old) of lawful permanent residents
	87,934
	1–2 yearsb[20]



	F2B
	Unmarried sons and daughters (21 years of age or older) of permanent residents
	???
	???



	F3
	Married sons and daughters of U.S. citizens
	23,400
	10–22 yearsb[20]



	F4
	Brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens
	65,000
	13–24 yearsb[20]



	Employment-basedc



	EB-1[image: External link]
	Priority workers. There are three sub-groups: 1. Foreign nationals with extraordinary ability in sciences, arts, education, business, or athletics; 2. Foreign nationals that are outstanding professors or researchers with at least three years' experience in teaching or research and who are recognized internationally; 3. Foreign nationals that are managers and executives subject to international transfer to the United States.
	41,455[21]
	currently available



	EB-2[image: External link]
	Professionals holding advanced degrees (Ph.D., master's degree, or at least five years of progressive post-baccalaureate experience) or persons of exceptional ability in sciences, arts, or business
	41,455[21]
	currently availableb



	EB-3[image: External link]
	Skilled workers, professionals, and other workers
	41,455[21]
	3 months – 11 yearsb[22]



	EB-4
	Certain special immigrants: ministers, religious workers, current or former U.S. government workers, etc.
	10,291[21]
	currently available



	EB-5[image: External link]
	Investors
	10,291[21]
	currently available



	Diversity immigrant (DV)[image: External link]
	50,000
	 



	Political asylum[image: External link][23]
	No numerical limit
	 



	Refugee[23]
	70,000[24]
	 



	a 300,000–500,000 immediate relatives admitted annually.

b No more than 7 percent of the visas may be issued to natives of any one country. Currently, individuals from China (mainland), India, Mexico and the Philippines are subject to per-country quotas in most of the categories, and the waiting time may take longer (additional 5–20 years).[25]

c Spouse and minor children of the IR/F4/EB applicants, DV winners, asylums & refugees may apply for immigrant visa adjudication with their spouse or parent. The quotas include not only the principal applicants but also their nuclear family members.
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 Application process




See also: Form I-140[image: External link]


The whole process may take several years, depending on the type of immigrant category and the country of chargeability[image: External link]. An immigrant usually has to go through a three-step process to get permanent residency:


	
Immigrant petition (Form I-140[image: External link] or Form I-130) – in the first step, USCIS approves the immigrant petition by a qualifying relative, an employer, or in rare cases, such as with an investor visa, the applicant himself. If a sibling is applying, she or he must have the same parents as the applicant.

	
Immigrant visa availability – in the second step, unless the applicant is an "immediate relative", an immigrant visa number through the National Visa Center (NVC)[26] of the United States Department of State[image: External link] (DOS) must be available. A visa number might not be immediately available even if the USCIS approves the petition, because the number of immigrant visa numbers is limited every year by quotas set in the Immigration and Nationality Act[image: External link] (INA). There are also certain additional limitations by country of chargeability[image: External link]. Thus, most immigrants will be placed on lengthy waiting lists. Those immigrants who are immediate relatives of a U.S. citizen (spouses and children under 21 years of age, and parents of a U.S. citizen who is 21 years of age or older) are not subject to these quotas and may proceed to the next step immediately (since they qualify for the IR immigrant category).

	
Immigrant visa adjudication – in the third step, when an immigrant visa number becomes available, the applicant must either apply with USCIS to adjust their current status to permanent resident status or apply with the DOS for an immigrant visa at the nearest U.S. consulate before being allowed to come to the United States.

	
Adjustment of status[image: External link] (AOS) – Adjustment of status is for when the immigrant is in the United States and entered the U.S. legally. Except for immediate relatives of U.S. citizens, the immigrant must also be in legal status at the time of applying for adjustment of status. For immediate relatives and other relative categories whose visa numbers are current, adjustment of status can be filed for at the same time with the petition (step 1 above). Adjustment of status is submitted to USCIS via form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status.[27] The USCIS conducts a series of background checks (including fingerprinting for FBI criminal background check and name checks) and makes a decision on the application. Once the adjustment of status application is accepted, the alien is allowed to stay in the United States even if the original period of authorized stay on the Form I-94[image: External link] is expired, but he/she is generally not allowed to leave the country until the application is approved, or the application will be abandoned. If the alien has to leave the United States during this time, he/she can apply for travel documents at the USCIS with form I-131, also called Advance parole.[28] If there is a potential risk that the applicant's work permit (visa) will expire or become invalid (laid off by the employer and visa sponsor) or the applicant wants to start working in the United States, while he/she is waiting for the decision about his/her application to change status, he/she can file form I-765, to get Employment Authorization Documents (also called EAD) and be able to continue or start working legally in the United States.[29][30] In some cases, the applicant will be interviewed at a USCIS office, especially if it is a marriage-based adjustment from a K-1 visa[image: External link], in which case both spouses (the US citizen and the applicant) will be interviewed by the USCIS. If the application is approved, the alien becomes an LPR, and the actual green card is mailed to the alien's last known mailing address.

	
Consular processing – This is the process if the immigrant is outside the United States, or is ineligible for AOS. It still requires the immigrant visa petition to be first completed and approved. The applicant may make an appointment at the U.S. embassy or consulate in his/her home country, where a consular officer adjudicates the case. If the case is approved, an immigrant visa is issued by the U.S. embassy or consulate. The visa entitles the holder to travel to the United States as an immigrant. At the port of entry, the immigrant visa holder immediately becomes a permanent resident, and is processed for a permanent resident card and receives an I-551 stamp in his/her passport. The permanent resident card is mailed to his/her U.S. address within several weeks.







An applicant (alien) in the United States can obtain two permits while the case is pending after a certain stage is passed in green card processing (filing of I-485).


	The first is a temporary work permit known as the Employment Authorization Document[image: External link] (EAD), which allows the alien to take employment in the United States.

	The second is a temporary travel document, advance parole[image: External link], which allows the alien to re-enter the United States. Both permits confer benefits that are independent of any existing status granted to the alien. For example, the alien might already have permission to work in the United States under an H-1B visa[image: External link].
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 Application process for family-sponsored visa for both parents and for children




U.S. citizens may sponsor for permanent residence in the United States the following relatives:


	Spouses, and unmarried children under the age of 21;

	Parents (once the U.S. citizen is at least 21 years old);

	Unmarried children over the age of 21 (called "sons and daughters");

	Married sons and daughters;

	Brothers and sisters (once the U.S. citizen is at least 21 years old).



U.S. permanent residents may sponsor for permanent residence in the United States the following relatives:


	Spouses, and unmarried children under the age of 21;

	Unmarried children over the age of 21 (called "sons and daughters");



The Department of State's "Visa Bulletin," issued every month, gives the priority date for those petition beneficiaries currently entitled to apply for immigrant status through immigrant visas or adjustment of status.[31] There is no annual quota for the spouses, unmarried children, and parents of U.S. citizens, so there is no waiting period for these applicants—just the required processing time. However, all other family-based categories have significant backlogs, even with a U.S. citizen petitioner.

Regardless of whether the family member being sponsored is located in the United States (and therefore likely to be applying for adjustment of status) or outside the United States (in which case the immigrant visa is the likely option), the process begins with the filing of an I-130 Petition for Alien Relative. The form and instructions can be found on the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website.[32] Required later in the process will be additional biographic data regarding the beneficiary (the person being sponsored) and a medical examination. Additional documents, such as police certificates, may be required depending on whether immigrant visa (consular processing) or adjustment of status is being utilized. In the case of consular processing outside the United States one should ensure one is up-to-date with the particular practices of the relevant US embassy or consulate.[33] All petitioners must supply the I-864 Affidavit of Support.[34]
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 Green-card holders and families




Green-card holders married to non-U.S. citizens are able to legally bring their spouses and minor children to join them in the USA,[35] but must wait for their priority date to become current. The foreign spouse of a green-card holder must wait for approval of an "immigrant visa" from the State Department before entering the United States. Due to numerical limitation on the number of these visas, the wait time for approval may be months or years. In the interim, the spouse cannot be legally present in the United States, unless he or she secures a visa by some other means. Green-card holders may opt to wait to become U.S. citizens, and only then sponsor their spouses and children, as the process is much faster for U.S. citizens. However, many green-card holders can choose to apply for the spouse or children and update their application after becoming a U.S. citizen.

The issue of U.S. green-card holders separated from their families for years is not a new problem. A mechanism to unite families of green-card holders was created by the LIFE Act by the introduction of a "V visa[image: External link]", signed into law by President Clinton. The law expired on December 31, 2000, and V visas are no longer available. From time to time, bills are introduced in Congress to reinstate V visas, but so far none have been successful.
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 Improving the application process in obtaining a green card




The most common challenges that USCIS faces in providing services in the green card process are: (1) the length of the application and approval process, and (2) the quotas of green cards granted. USCIS tries to shorten the time qualified applicants wait to receive permanent residence.
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 Challenges with processing time of application




Under the current system, immediate family members (spouse, child, and dependent mother and father), have priority status for green cards and generally wait 6 months to a year to have their green card application approved. For non-immediate family members, the process may take up to 10 years.[36] Paperwork is processed on a first-come, first-served basis, so new applications may go untouched for several months. To address the issue of slow processing times, USCIS has made a policy allowing applicants to submit the I-130 and I-485 forms at the same time. This has reduced the processing time. Another delay in the process comes when applications have mistakes. In these cases papers are sent back to the applicant, further delaying the process. Currently the largest issue creating long wait times is not processing time, but rather immigrant visa quotas set by Congress.[37]
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 Quota system challenges




Long wait times are a symptom of another issue—quotas preventing immigrants from receiving immigrant visas. Georgia's Augusta Chronicle in 2006 stated that an estimated two million people are on waiting lists in anticipation to become legal and permanent residents of the United States. Immigrants need visas to get off of these waiting lists, and Congress would need to change immigration law in order to accommodate them with legal status.

The number of green cards that can be granted to family-based applicants depends on what preference category they fall under. An unlimited number of immediate relatives can receive green cards because there is no quota for that category. Family members who fall under the other various preference categories have fixed quotas, however the number of visas issued from each category may vary because unused visas from one category may rollover into another category.
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 Application process for employment-based visa




Many immigrants opt for this route, which typically requires an employer to "sponsor" (i.e. to petition before USCIS) the immigrant (known as the alien beneficiary) through a presumed future job (in some special categories, the applicant may apply on his/her behalf without a sponsor). The three-step process outlined above is described here in more detail for employment-based immigration applications. After the process is complete, the alien is expected to take the certified job offered by the employer to substantiate his or her immigrant status, since the application ultimately rests on the alien's employment with that company in that particular position.


	
Immigrant petition – the first step includes the pre-requisite labor certification[image: External link] upon which the actual petition will reside.

	
Labor certification – the employer must legally prove that it has a need to hire an alien for a specific position and that there is no minimally qualified U.S. citizen or LPR available to fill that position, hence the reason for hiring the alien. Some of the requirements to prove this situation include: proof of advertising for the specific position; skill requirements particular to the job; verification of the prevailing wage for a position; and the employer's ability to pay. This is currently done through an electronic system known as PERM[image: External link].[38] The date when the labor certification application is filed becomes the applicant's priority date[image: External link]. In some cases, for highly skilled foreign nationals (EB1 and EB2 National Interest Waiver, e.g. researchers, athletes, artists or business executives) and "Schedule A" labor[39] (nurses and physical therapists), this step is waived. This step is processed by the United States Department of Labor[image: External link] (DOL). The labor certification is valid for 6 months from the time it is approved.

	
Immigrant petition – the employer applies on the alien's behalf to obtain a visa number. The application is form I-140, Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker,[40] and it is processed by the USCIS. There are several EB (employment-based) immigrant categories (i.e. EB1-EA, EB2-NIW, EB5)[41] under which the alien may apply, with progressively stricter requirements, but often shorter waiting times. Many of the applications are processed under the EB3 category.[42] Currently, this process takes up to 6 months. Many of the EB categories allow expedited processing of this stage, known as "premium processing".





	
Immigrant visa availability. When the immigrant petition is approved by the USCIS, the petition is forwarded to the NVC for visa allocation. Currently this step centers around the priority date[image: External link] concept.

	
Priority date – the visa becomes available when the applicant's priority date[image: External link] is earlier than the cutoff date announced on the DOS's Visa Bulletin[43] or when the immigrant visa category the applicant is assigned to is announced as "current". A "current" designation indicates that visa numbers are available to all applicants in the corresponding immigrant category. Petitions with priority dates earlier than the cutoff date are expected to have visas available, therefore those applicants are eligible for final adjudication. When the NVC determines that a visa number could be available for a particular immigrant petition, a visa is tentatively allocated to the applicant. The NVC will send a letter stating that the applicant may be eligible for adjustment of status, and requiring the applicant to choose either to adjust status with the USCIS directly, or apply at the U.S. consulate abroad. This waiting process determines when the applicant can expect the immigration case to be adjudicated. Due to quotas imposed on EB visa categories, there are more approved immigrant petitions than visas available under INA. High demand for visas has created a backlog of approved but unadjudicated cases. In addition, due to processing inefficiencies throughout DOS and USCIS systems, not all visas available under the quota system in a given year were allocated to applicants by the DOS. Since there is no quota carry-over to the next fiscal year, for several years visa quotas have not been fully used, thus adding to the visa backlog.[44]






	
Immigrant visa adjudication. When the NVC determines that an immigrant visa is available, the case can be adjudicated. If the alien is already in the USA, that alien has a choice to finalize the green card process via adjustment of status in the USA, or via consular processing abroad. If the alien is outside of the USA he/she can only apply for an immigrant visa at the U.S. consulate. The USCIS does not allow an alien to pursue consular processing and AOS simultaneously. Prior to filing the form I-485 (Adjustment of Status) it is required that the applicant have a medical examination performed by a USCIS-approved civil surgeon. The examination includes a blood test and specific immunizations, unless the applicant provides proof that the required immunizations were already done elsewhere. The civil surgeon hands the applicant a sealed envelope containing a completed form I-693, which must be included unopened with the I-485 application.[45] (The cited reference also states that the February 25, 2010 edition of the Form I-693 reflects that an individual should no longer be tested for HIV infection.)

	
Adjustment of status (AOS) – after the alien has a labor certification and has been provisionally allocated a visa number, the final step is to change his or her status to permanent residency. Adjustment of status is submitted to USCIS via form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status. If an immigrant visa number is available, the USCIS will allow "concurrent filing": it will accept forms I-140 and I-485 submitted in the same package or will accept form I-485 even before the approval of the I-140.

	
Consular processing – this is an alternative to AOS, but still requires the immigrant visa petition to be completed. In the past (pre-2005), this process was somewhat faster than applying for AOS, so was sometimes used to circumvent long backlogs (of over two years in some cases). However, due to recent efficiency improvements by the USCIS, it is not clear whether applying via consular processing is faster than the regular AOS process. Consular processing is also thought to be riskier since there is no or very little recourse for appeal if the officer denies the application.
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 Green card lottery




Main article: Diversity Immigrant Visa[image: External link]


Each year, around 50,000 immigrant visas are made available through the Diversity Visa (DV) program, also known as the Green Card Lottery[image: External link] to people who were born in countries with low rates of immigration to the United States[image: External link] (fewer than 50,000 immigrants in the past five years). Applicants can only qualify by country of chargeability[image: External link], not by citizenship. Anyone who is selected under this lottery will be given the opportunity to apply for permanent residence. They can also file for their spouse and any unmarried children under the age of 21.

If permanent residence is granted, the winner (and his/her family, if applicable) receives an immigrant visa in their passport(s) that has to be "activated" within six months of issuance at any port of entry to the United States. If already in the U.S. adjustment of status may be pursued. The new immigrant receives a stamp on the visa as proof of lawful admittance to the United States, and the individual is now authorized to live and work permanently in the United States. Finally, the actual "green card" typically arrives by mail within a few months.
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 Recent developments




Over 6.4 million applications for the fiscal year (FY) 2008 Diversity Visa Lottery were submitted. This is an increase from the more than 5.5 million applications submitted in the 2007 Diversity Visa Lottery. Taking into account dependents, there are more than 10 million participants in the 2008 Diversity Visa Lottery. Most of the applications were from Africa and Asia: 41 percent of the total came from Africa, 38 percent from Asia, 19 percent coming from Europe, and two percent from South America, Central America, and the Caribbean. The largest number of applicants came from Bangladesh[image: External link] (more than 1.7 million applicants), followed by Nigeria[image: External link] (684,735) and Ukraine[image: External link] (619,584).

Normally somewhat fewer than 100,000 applicants will be announced as winners to ensure that all 50,000 green cards will be issued.

For the fiscal year 2008 there were 5,983 Bangladesh, 8,773 Nigerian and 5,018 of the Ukrainian applications declared as winners.[46] Of these, there were finally used 2,286 of the Bangladesh winner numbers, 3,425 of the Nigerian winner numbers and 1,914 of the Ukrainian winner numbers to get a green card within the time limit. At the end, 46,633 were issued in FY 2008, 3,367 less than planned.[47] Therefore, the chances to become a winner in a lottery differs from the country of origin for which you are filed for. It also differs from year to year.

Over 14.7 million applications for the 2012 Diversity Visa Lottery were submitted. This is an increase from the more than 2.7 million applications submitted in the 2011 Diversity Visa Lottery. Taking into account dependents, there are more than 19.6 million participants in the 2012 Diversity Visa Lottery. The largest number of applicants came from Bangladesh[image: External link] (more than 7.6 million applicants) followed by Nigeria[image: External link] (2,144,626) and Ukraine[image: External link] (1,080,091).[48]
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 Crime: green card lottery scam




There is a growing number of fraudulent green card lottery scams[image: External link], in which false agents take money from applicants by promising to submit application forms for them. Most agents are not working for the distribution service. Some claim that they can increase the chance of winning the lottery. This is not true; in fact, they may delay or not submit the application. Likewise, some claim to provide to winners free airline tickets or other benefits, such as submissions in future years or cash funds. There is no way to guarantee their claims, and there are numerous nefarious reasons for them not to fulfill their promises. Applicants are advised to use only official U.S. government websites, in which the URL[image: External link] ends in .gov[image: External link].
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 Green card lottery e-mail fraud




Other fraud perpetrators will e-mail potential victims posing as State Department or other government officials with requests to wire or transfer money online as part of a "processing fee." These fraudulent e-mails are designed to steal money from unsuspecting victims. The senders often use phony e-mail addresses and logos designed to make them look more like official government correspondence. One easy way to tell that an email is a fraud is that it does not end with a ".gov". One particularly common fraud email asks potential victims to wire money via Western Union to an individual (the name varies) at the following address in the United Kingdom: 24 Grosvenor Square, London. These emails come from a variety of email addresses designed to impersonate the U.S. State Department. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services blog has published information on this email scam and how to report fraudulent emails to the authorities.[image: External link]

The Department of State, the Department of Homeland Security[49] and the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link] have issued warnings about this type of fraud or similar business practices.[50][51]
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 Registry




The "registry" is a provision of the Immigration and Nationality Act which allows a person who has previously entered the United States illegally to obtain legal permanent residence simply on the basis of having de facto resided in the country over a long time. To avail himself of the benefit of this provision, the immigrant has to prove that he has continuously resided since before the stipulated "registry date".[52]

The concept of "registry" was first added to the INA in 1929, with the registry date set to June 3, 1921. Since then, the registry date has been adjusted several times, being set to July 1, 1924; June 28, 1940; and June 30, 1948. The most recent adjustment to the registry date came with the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986[image: External link], when it was set to January 1, 1972.[53] A number of bills have been introduced in Congress since then to further alter the registry date, but they have not been passed.[52][53]
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 Conditional permanent residence




As part of immigration reform under the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986[image: External link] (IRCA), as well as further reform enacted in the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996[image: External link] (IIRAIRA), persons who are eligible and properly apply for permanent residence based on either a recent marriage to a U.S. citizen or as an investor are granted permanent residence only on a conditional basis, for two years. An exception to this rule is the case of a U.S. citizen legally sponsoring a spouse in which the marriage at the time of the adjustment of status (I-485) is more than two years old. In this case, the conditional status is waived and a 10-year Permanent Resident Card is issued upon USCIS approval of the case. A permanent resident under the conditional clause may receive an I-551 stamp as well as a Permanent Resident Card. The expiration date of the conditional period is two years from the approval date. The immigrant visa category is CR (conditional resident).

When this two-year conditional period is over, the permanent residence automatically expires and the applicant is subject to deportation and removal. To avoid this, 90 days or fewer before the conditional residence expires, the applicant must file form I-751 Petition to Remove Conditions on Residence[54] (if conditional permanent residence was obtained through marriage) or form I-829 Petition by Entrepreneur to Remove Conditions[55] (if conditional permanent residence was obtained through investment) with USCIS to have the conditions removed. Once the application is received, permanent residence is extended in 1-year intervals until the request to remove conditions is approved or denied. For conditional permanent residence obtained through marriage, both spouses must sign the form I-751; if the spouses are divorced, it is possible to get a waiver of the other spouse's signing requirement, if it can be proved that the marriage was bona fide.

The USCIS requires that the application for the removal of conditions provide both general and specific supporting evidence that the basis on which the applicant obtained conditional permanent residence was not fraudulent. For an application based on marriage, birth certificates of children, joint financial statements, and letters from employers, friends and relatives are some types of evidence that may be accepted.[56] This is to ensure that the marriage was in good faith and not a fraudulent marriage of convenience[image: External link] with a sole intention of obtaining a green card. A follow-up interview with an immigration officer is sometimes required but may be waived if the submitted evidence is sufficient. Both the spouses must attend the interview under most circumstances.

The applicant receives an I-551 stamp in their foreign passport upon approval of their case. The applicant is then free from the conditional requirement once the application is approved. The applicant's new Permanent Resident Card arrives via mail to their residence several weeks to several months later and replaces the old two-year conditional residence card. This new card must be renewed after 10 years, but permanent resident status is now granted for an indefinite term if residence conditions are satisfied at all times. USCIS may request to renew the card earlier because of security enhancements of the card or as a part of a revalidation campaign to exclude counterfeit green cards from circulation.

It is important to note that this two-year conditional residence period counts toward satisfying a residency requirement for U.S. naturalization[image: External link], and other purposes. Application for the removal of conditions must be adjudicated before a separate naturalization application could be reviewed by USCIS on its own merits.
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 Differences between permanent residents and conditional permanent residents




Conditional permanent residents have all of the equal "rights, privileges, responsibilities and duties which apply to all other lawful permanent residents".[57]

The only difference is the requirement to remove the conditions (for example, show marriage status or satisfy entrepreneur requirements) before the two-year period has ended in order to prevent removal. All other rights remain the same.
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 Abandonment or loss of permanent residence status




A green-card holder may abandon permanent residence by filing form I-407, with the green card, at a U.S. Embassy.[58]

Under certain conditions, permanent residence status can be lost involuntarily.[59] This includes committing a criminal act that makes a person removable from the United States. A person might also be found to have abandoned his/her status if he or she moves to another country to live there permanently, stays outside the USA for more than 365 days (without getting a re-entry permit[image: External link] before leaving),[60] or does not file an income tax[image: External link] return on their worldwide income. Permanent resident status can also be lost if it is found that the application or grounds for obtaining permanent residence was fraudulent. The failure to renew the permanent resident card does not result in the loss of status, except in the case of conditional permanent residents as noted above. Nevertheless, it is still a good idea to renew the green card on time because it also acts as a work permit[image: External link] and travel permit (advance parole[image: External link]), but if the green card is renewed late, there is no penalty or extra fee to pay.[61]

A person who loses permanent residence status is immediately removable from the United States[image: External link] and must leave the country as soon as possible or face deportation and removal. In some cases the person may be banned from entering the country for three or seven years, or even permanently.
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 Tax costs of green card relinquishment




Due to the Heart Act[image: External link][62] foreign workers who have owned a green card in eight of the last 15 years and choose to relinquish it will be subject to the expatriation tax[image: External link], which taxes unrealized gains above $600,000, anywhere in the world. However this will only apply to those people who have a federal tax liability greater than $139,000 a year or have a worth of more than $2 million or have failed to certify to the IRS that they have been in compliance with U.S. federal tax obligations for the past five years.[63][64]

If the green card is not relinquished then the holder is subject to double taxation[image: External link] when living or working outside of the United States, whether or not within their home nation, although double taxation may be mitigated by foreign tax credits[image: External link].
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 Visa-free travel for green-card holders




Note: This list excludes countries that allow visa-free travel with valid U.S. visas (for example, Costa Rica,[65] Dominican Republic,[66] Mexico,[67] Panama)[68] Also note that the Green Card holder might already have visa-free access to many destinations by virtue of the nationality already held.


	Bahamas: 30 days[69]


	Belize: permanent residents of the USA can obtain a visa on arrival, provided prior approval is obtained from Belizean Immigration (fee USD 50). Visitors may also have to pay a repatriation fee.

	Bermuda[70]


	British Virgin Islands: 1 month[71]


	Canada: 6 months[72] (eTA required from 15 Mar 2016 for travel by air[73])

	Caribbean Netherlands (Netherlands Antilles, Bonaire, Aruba, Sint Maarten or Curaçao): 30 days[74]


	Cayman Islands: 30 days[75]


	Dominican Republic: 30 days[76]


	Jamaica: 6 months[77]


	Mexico: 180 days[78]


	Serbia: 90 days[79]


	Taiwan: 30 days max. for holders of a ROC (Taiwan) Business and Academic Travel Card, issued by Republic of China (Taiwan).

	Albania: 6 months[80]


	Kosovo: 15 days[81]
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 See also





	Blue Card (European Union)[image: External link]

	Canada Permanent Resident Card[image: External link]

	
Indefinite leave to remain[image: External link], a British[image: External link] residence status equivalent to the US green card

	Permanent residency[image: External link]
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Louisa Adams






Louisa Catherine Johnson Adams (February 12, 1775 – May 15, 1852), wife of John Quincy Adams, was First Lady of the United States from 1825 to 1829. The daughter of the American Consul[image: External link] in London, she was the first First Lady to be born outside the United States, or outside areas that were later to become part of the United States, such as the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] – a distinction that would not be replicated until 188 years later, by Melania Trump.
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 Early life




Adams was born Louisa Catherine Johnson on February 12, 1775, in London[image: External link], the daughter of Catherine Nuth, an Englishwoman, and Joshua Johnson, an American merchant, whose brother Thomas Johnson[image: External link] later served as Governor of Maryland and United States Supreme Court[image: External link] Justice. Joshua Johnson was originally from Maryland[image: External link]. Louisa had six sisters: Ann, Caroline, Harriet, Catherine, Elizabeth, and Adelaide, and a brother, Thomas. She grew up in London and Nantes, France[image: External link], where the family took refuge during the American Revolution[image: External link].
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 Marriage and children




She met John Quincy Adams at her father's house in Cooper's Row, near Tower Hill[image: External link], London. Her father had been appointed as United States consul general[image: External link] in 1790, and Adams first visited him in November 1795. Adams at first showed interest in her older sister but soon settled on Louisa. Adams, aged 30, married Louisa, aged 22, on July 26, 1797, at the parish church of All Hallows-by-the-Tower[image: External link], on Tower Hill. Adams' father, John Adams[image: External link], then President of the United States eventually welcomed his daughter-in-law into the family, although they did not meet for several years.[1]

Her parents left Europe in 1797 and went to the U.S. When her father was forced into bankruptcy, President John Adams appointed him as U.S. Director of Stamps. Her father died in Frederick, Maryland[image: External link], in 1802 of severe fever and some mental problems, leaving little provision for his family. Her mother died in September 1811, in her mid-fifties,[2] and is buried in Rock Creek Cemetery[image: External link].

John Quincy Adams and Louisa Adams had the following children:


	
George Washington Adams[image: External link] (1801–1829), lawyer

	
John Adams II[image: External link] (1803–1834), presidential aide

	
Charles Francis Adams[image: External link] (1807–1886), diplomat, public official, and author

	Louisa Catherine Adams (August 12, 1811 – September 15, 1812), born and died in St Petersburg, Russia[image: External link], buried in the Lutheran Cemetery[image: External link] there.[3]
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 Married life, death




Louisa was sickly, plagued by migraine headaches[image: External link] and frequent fainting spells. She had several miscarriages over the course of her marriage.

She left her two older sons in Massachusetts for education in 1809 when she took two-year-old Charles Francis Adams[image: External link] to Russia[image: External link], where Adams served as a Minister. Despite the glamour of the tsar's court, she had to struggle with cold winters, strange customs, limited funds, and poor health. An infant daughter born in 1811 died the next year.

Peace negotiations called Adams to Ghent[image: External link] in 1814 and then to London. To join him, she made a forty-day journey across war-ravaged Europe by coach in winter. Roving bands of stragglers and highwaymen filled her with "unspeakable terrors" for her son. The next two years gave her an interlude of family life in the country of her birth.

When John Quincy Adams was appointed James Monroe[image: External link]'s Secretary of State[image: External link] in 1817, the family moved to Washington, D.C. where Louisa's drawing room became a center for the diplomatic corps and other notables. Music enhanced her Tuesday evenings at home, and theater parties contributed to her reputation as an outstanding hostess.

The pleasures of moving into the White House in 1825 were dimmed by the bitter politics of the election, paired with her deep depression. Though she continued her weekly "drawing rooms", she preferred quiet evenings of reading, composing music and verse, and playing her harp. As First Lady, she became reclusive and depressed. For a time, she regretted ever having married into the Adams family, the men of which she found cold and insensitive. The necessary entertainments were always elegant and her cordial hospitality made the last official reception a gracious occasion although her husband had lost his bid for re-election and partisan feeling still ran high.

In his diary for June 23, 1828, her husband recorded her "winding silk from several hundred silkworms that she has been rearing," evidently in the White House.[4]

She thought she was retiring to Massachusetts permanently, but in 1831 her husband began seventeen years of service in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]. The untimely deaths of her two oldest sons added to her burdens.

"Our union has not been without its trials," John Quincy Adams conceded. He acknowledged many "differences of sentiment, of tastes, and of opinions in regard to domestic economy, and to the education of children between us." But added that "she always has been a faithful and affectionate wife, and a careful, tender, indulgent, and watchful mother to our children."

Her husband died at the United States Capitol[image: External link] in 1848. She remained in Washington until her death of a heart attack on May 15, 1852, at the age of 77. The day of her funeral was the first time both houses of the United States Congress adjourned in mourning for any woman.[5] She is entombed at her husband's side, along with her parents-in-law President John Adams and first lady Abigail Adams, in the United First Parish Church[image: External link] in Quincy, Massachusetts[image: External link].
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 First Spouse Coin




The First Spouse Program[image: External link] under the Presidential $1 Coin Act[image: External link] authorizes the United States Mint[image: External link] to issue 1/2 ounce $10 gold coins and medal duplicates[7] to honor the first spouses of the United States. Louisa Adams' coin was released May 29, 2008.
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 Writings
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Radeče






Radeče (pronounced  [ˈɾaːdɛtʃɛ][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]); German[image: External link]: Ratschach[2]) is a small town in the Lower Sava Valley in eastern Slovenia[image: External link]. It is located in the Sava Hills[image: External link] (Slovene: Posavsko hribovje) on the right bank of the Sava[image: External link] River at the confluence with Sopota Creek. It is the centre of the Municipality of Radeče[image: External link] and part of the traditional province of Lower Carniola[image: External link]. The town and the municipality are now included in the Lower Sava Statistical Region[image: External link]; until January 2014 they were part of the Savinja Statistical Region[image: External link].[3]
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 History




Archaeological finds in the area, including such items as bone tools, cave bear bones, altars to water gods, and an altar to the goddess Adsaluta and god Savus indicate that it has a long history of human occupation. Radeče was first mentioned in written documents dating to 1297. The town was granted market rights[image: External link] in 1338.

Until 1918, the town was part of the Austrian monarchy[image: External link] ( Cisleithania[image: External link] after the compromise of 1867[image: External link]), in the Gurkfeld ( Krško[image: External link]) district, one of the 11 Bezirkshauptmannschaften in the province of Carniola[image: External link].[4]

In 1925, Radeče was formally given the town[image: External link] status by a decree issued by King Alexander[image: External link]. In 1994, it became the centre of the Municipality of Radeče[image: External link].
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 Church




The parish church[image: External link] in the town is dedicated to Saint Peter[image: External link] and belongs to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Ljubljana[image: External link]. It was built in 1911 on the site of an earlier church. The Gothic[image: External link] chancel[image: External link] of the former church has been incorporated into the new one as a side chapel at its eastern side. The bell tower stands at the western side of the church.[5]
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 Bridges




An old one-arch[image: External link] iron[image: External link] road bridge links the town center of Radeče with an old railway station on the other side of the Sava.[6] It was built in the time of Austria–Hungary[image: External link] and originally linked the crown lands[image: External link] of Carniola[image: External link] and Styria[image: External link]. It was designed by the Czech architect Jan Vladimír Hráský[image: External link].[7] Its construction started in September 1893 and was completed in August 1894.[8] It was open for traffic in June 1894.[7]

The riveted[image: External link] bridge is 84 metres (276 ft) long and 6 m (20 ft) wide and originally had a bearing strength of 12 tonnes (12 long tons; 13 short tons), but was reinforced after World War II.[8] Its steel construction was made by the Griedl company from Vienna, whereas its supporting foundations were made by the builder Tršek from Šmarjeta[image: External link].[8] Since 1980, when a staircase was added to it on the left bank,[9] it has been used only by pedestrians and cyclists.[8]

A new concrete road bridge across the Sava in Radeče stands near Hotemež[image: External link]. It is 133 m (436 ft) long and 10.5 m (34 ft) wide. It was constructed by the Ingrad corporation (TOZD Laško branch) and was solemnly opened in December 1980.[9]
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 Weixelstein Castle




Weixelstein Castle (Slovene: Dvor[2][10] or Novi dvor[11]) stands east of Radeče at Pot na Brod no. 23. It is a four-winged two-story structure with an arcade courtyard. The building mainly dates from the 16th century, and the courtyard from the 17th century. Some wooden ceilings are preserved in the interior. The castle park originally had a geometric pattern, but was redesigned in a landscaped style in the 18th century.[10] The castle's 16th-century owner Johann von Weixelstein sold it to Christoph von Raumschussl (or Rambschüssel[12]) in 1595, after which it was owned by the Zetschker family, the Augustinians of Ljubljana, Franz Johann von Amigoni, Anton Gollmayer, the Plusk family, and Ludwig Guttmannsthal-Benvenuti. It was purchased by the Ljubljana-based Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul in 1926.[11] The nuns were evicted by German forces during the Second World War.[12] After the war, the property was nationalized and converted into a reform school.[11]
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 Economy




The community's development is closely connected to the Sava River because it used to be an important traffic route for water transport[image: External link]. The confluence of the Sava and Savinja[image: External link] in nearby Zidani Most[image: External link] gave Radeče a role of the central rafting[image: External link] port[image: External link]. This tradition is preserved by modern Radeče rafters, who nurture memories of the customs of their ancestors[image: External link] at the annual event Rafting Days on the Sava (Dnevi splavarjenja na Savi).

Radeče has been renowned for its paper industry[image: External link], and has modern foundations for development in its rich cultural heritage and unspoiled nature. After the paper producer entered bankruptcy proceedings in April 2012,[13] a new company was established in June 2012.[14]
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Raka, Krško





Raka (pronounced  [ˈɾaːka][image: External link]; German[image: External link]: Arch[2]) is a village[image: External link] in the Municipality of Krško[image: External link] in eastern Slovenia[image: External link]. The area was traditionally part of Lower Carniola[image: External link]. It is now included with the rest of the municipality in the Lower Sava Statistical Region[image: External link].[3] The village is known for a quality variety of onion[image: External link].[4]
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 Name




Raka was attested in written sources in 1161 as Arch (and as Archa in 1249, and Arch in 1279). The Slovene name is derived from the common noun raka 'wooden cladding preventing water erosion of a bank' or 'cladded chute carrying water to a mill'. Both the Slovene and German names are ultimately derived from Latin arca 'box'.[5]
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 Church




The parish church[image: External link] in the centre of the settlement is dedicated to Saint Lawrence[image: External link] and belongs to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Novo Mesto[image: External link]. It is a Late Baroque[image: External link] church built between 1799 and 1804 on the site of an earlier building. It has two belfries[image: External link].[6]
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 Raka Castle




Main article: Raka Castle[image: External link]


Raka Castle is a castle[image: External link] west of the main settlement. It is one of the oldest castles in Slovenia as far as written sources are concerned, mentioned in documents dating to the 12th century. It was destroyed in a peasant revolt[image: External link] in 1515. The current building dates to the major refurbishing and rebuilding in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.[7]
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 Notable people




Notable people that were born or lived in Raka include:


	
Martin Humek (1870–1943), beekeeper[8]


	Amalija Ulčnik, the mother of Melania Trump, is a native of Raka, and the daughter of the local man who created the Raka red onion by crossing Egyptian and Ptuj onions.[9]
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Pattern (sewing)





In sewing[image: External link] and fashion design[image: External link], a pattern is the template[image: External link] from which the parts of a garment[image: External link] are traced onto fabric before being cut out and assembled. Patterns are usually made of paper[image: External link], and are sometimes made of sturdier materials like paperboard[image: External link] or cardboard[image: External link] if they need to be more robust to withstand repeated use. The process of making or cutting patterns is sometimes condensed to the one-word Patternmaking but it can also be written pattern making or pattern cutting.

A sloper pattern (home sewing) or block pattern (industrial production) is a custom-fitted, basic pattern from which patterns for many different styles can be developed. The process of changing the size[image: External link] of a finished pattern is called grading.

Several companies specialize in selling pre-graded patterns directly to consumers who will sew the patterns at home. Commercial clothing manufacturers make their own patterns in-house as part of their design and production process, usually employing at least one specialized patternmaker. In bespoke clothing[image: External link], slopers and patterns must be developed for each client, while for commercial production, patterns will be made to fit several standard body sizes.
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 Pattern making




A patternmaker[image: External link] typically employs one of two methods to create a pattern.

The flat-pattern method is where the entire pattern is drafted on a flat surface from measurements, using rulers, curves and straight-edges. A pattern maker would also use various tools such as a notcher[image: External link], drill[image: External link] and awl[image: External link] to mark the pattern. Usually, flat patterning begins with the creation of a sloper or block pattern, a simple, fitted garment made to the wearer's measurements. For women, this will usually be a jewel-neck[image: External link] bodice[image: External link] and narrow skirt[image: External link], and for men an upper sloper and a pants[image: External link] sloper. The final sloper pattern is usually made of cardboard[image: External link] or paperboard[image: External link], without seam allowances[image: External link] or style details (thicker paper or cardboard allows repeated tracing and pattern development from the original sloper). Once the shape of the sloper has been refined by making a series of mock-up garments called toiles[image: External link] (UK) or muslins[image: External link] (US), the final sloper can be used in turn to create patterns for many styles of garments with varying necklines, sleeves, dart placements, and so on. The flat pattern drafting method is the most commonly used method in menswear; menswear rarely involves draping. There are many pattern making system available, but M. Muller & Sohn (http://germanpatternmaking.com) is widely used for its accuracy and fit for different body figure.

The draping method involves creating a muslin mock-up pattern by pinning fabric directly on a form[image: External link], then transferring the muslin outline and markings onto a paper pattern or using the muslin as the pattern itself.[1]
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 Pattern digitizing




After a paper/fabric pattern is completed, very often pattern-makers digitize their patterns for archiving and vendor communication purposes. The previous standard for digitizing was the digitizing tablet. Nowadays, automatic option such as scanner and cameras systems are available.
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 Fitting patterns




Although a sewer may choose to use a standard size that has been pre-graded on a purchased pattern, they may decide to tailor a pattern to better fit the garment wearer. There are several ways this can be done.

Creating a sewer's muslin[image: External link] (also called toile using calico), similar to a garment template, is one method of fitting. Muslin material is inexpensive and is easy to work with when making quick adjustments by pinning the fabric around the wearer or a dress form[image: External link]. The sewer cuts muslin pieces using the same method that they will use for the actual garment, according to a pattern. The muslin pieces are then fit together and darts[image: External link] and other adjustments are made. This provides the sewer with measurements to use as a guideline for marking the pattern pieces and cutting the fabric for the finished garment.[2]
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 Pattern grading




Pattern grading is the process of shrinking or enlarging a finished pattern to accommodate it to people of different sizes. Grading rules determine how patterns increase or decrease to create different sizes. Fabric type also influences pattern grading standards. The cost of pattern grading is incomplete without considering marker making.
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 Standard pattern symbols




Sewing patterns typically include standard symbols and marks that guide the cutter and/or sewer in cutting and assembling the pieces of the pattern. Patterns may use:[3][4]


	
Notches[image: External link], to indicate:

	
Seam allowances[image: External link]. (not all patterns include allowances)

	Centerlines and other lines important to the fit like the waistline, hip, breast, shoulder tip, etc.

	Zipper placement

	Fold point for folded hems and facings

	Matched points, especially for long or curving seams or seams with ease. For example, the Armscye will usually be notched at the point where ease should begin to be added to the sleeve cap. There is usually no ease through the underarm.





	Circular holes, perhaps made by an awl[image: External link] or circular punch, to indicate:

	A dart[image: External link] apex

	Corners, as they are stitched, i.e. without seam allowances

	Pocket placement, or the placement of other details like trimming

	Buttonholes and buttons





	A long arrow, drawn on top of the pattern, to indicate:

	
Grainline[image: External link], or how the pattern should be aligned with the fabric. The arrow is meant to be aligned parallel to the straight grain of the fabric. A long arrow with arrowheads at both ends indicates that either of two orientations is possible. An arrow with one head probably indicates that the fabric has a direction to it which needs to be considered, such as a pattern which should face up when the wearer is standing.





	Double lines indicating where the pattern may be lengthened or shortened for a different fit

	Dot, triangle, or square symbols, to provide "match points" for adjoining pattern pieces, similar to putting puzzle pieces together



Many patterns will also have full outlines for some features, like for a patch pocket, making it easier to visualize how things go together.
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 Patterns for commercial clothing manufacture




The making of industrial patterns begins with an existing block pattern that most closely resembles the designer's vision.[5] Patterns are cut of oak tag[image: External link] (manila folder) paper[image: External link], punched with a hole and stored by hanging with a special hook. The pattern is first checked for accuracy, then it is cut out of sample fabrics and the resulting garment is fit tested. Once the pattern meets the designer's approval, a small production run of selling samples are made and the style is presented to buyers in wholesale markets. If the style has demonstrated sales potential, the pattern is graded for sizes, usually by computer with an apparel industry specific CAD[image: External link] program. Following grading, the pattern must be vetted; the accuracy of each size and the direct comparison in laying seam[image: External link] lines is done. After these steps have been followed and any errors corrected, the pattern is approved for production. When the manufacturing company is ready to manufacture the style, all of the sizes of each given pattern piece are arranged into a marker, usually by computer. A marker is an arrangement of all of the pattern pieces over the area of the fabric to be cut that minimizes fabric waste while maintaining the desired grainlines. It's sort of like a pattern of patterns from which all pieces will be cut. The marker is then laid on top of the layers of fabric and cut. Commercial markers often include multiple sets of patterns for popular sizes. For example: one set of size Small, two sets of size Medium and one set of size Large. Once the style has been sold and delivered to stores – and if it proves to be quite popular – the pattern of this style will itself become a block, with subsequent generations of patterns developed from it.[5]
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 Retail patterns




Home sewing patterns are generally printed on tissue paper[image: External link] and sold in packets containing sewing instructions and suggestions for fabric and trim[image: External link]. They are also available over the Internet as downloadable files.[6] Home sewers can print the patterns at home or take the electronic file to a business that does copying and printing. Major pattern companies such as Burda Style[image: External link] and independent designers such as Amy Butler[image: External link] distribute sewing patterns as electronic files as an alternative to, or in place of, pre-printed packets. Modern patterns are available in a wide range of prices, sizes, styles, and sewing skill levels, to meet the needs of consumers.

The majority of modern-day home sewing patterns contain multiple sizes in one pattern. Once a pattern is removed from a package, you can either cut the pattern based on the size you will be making or you can preserve the pattern by tracing it. The pattern is traced onto fabric using one of several methods. In one method, tracing paper with transferable ink on one side is placed between the pattern and the fabric. A tracing wheel[image: External link] is moved over the pattern outlines, transferring the markings onto the fabric with ink that is removable by erasing or washing.[7] In another method, tracing paper is laid directly over a purchased pattern, and the pieces are traced. The pieces are cut, then the tracing paper is pinned and/or basted[image: External link] to the fabric. The fabric can then be cut to match the outlines on the tracing paper. Vintage patterns may come with small holes pre-punched into the pattern paper. These are for creating tailor's tacks[image: External link], a type of basting where thread is sewn into the fabric in short lengths to serve as a guideline for cutting and assembling fabric pieces.

Besides illustrating the finished garment, pattern envelopes typically include charts for sizing, the number of pieces included in a pattern, and suggested fabrics and necessary sewing notions[image: External link] and supplies.

Ebenezer Butterick[image: External link] invented the commercially produced graded home sewing pattern in 1863 (based on grading systems used by Victorian[image: External link] tailors), originally selling hand-drawn patterns for men's and boys' clothing. In 1866, Butterick added patterns for women's clothing, which remains the heart of the home sewing pattern market today.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Gallery
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Sevnica






Sevnica (pronounced  [ˈseːu̯nitsa][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]); German[image: External link]: Lichtenwald[2]) is a town on the left bank of the Sava River[image: External link] in central Slovenia[image: External link]. It is the seat of the Municipality of Sevnica[image: External link]. It is one of the three major settlements in the Lower Sava Valley. The old town of Sevnica lies beneath Sevnica Castle[image: External link], which is perched on top of Castle Hill, while the new part of town stretches along the plain among the hills up the Sava Valley, forming another town core at the confluence of the Sevnična and Sava rivers.[3]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Name




The settlement was first attested in written records in 1275 in German as Liechtenwalde (and as Lihtenwalde in 1309, Lietenueld in 1344, Liechtenwald in 1347, and Sielnizza in 1581). The Slovene name is probably derived from a hydronym[image: External link] referring to Sevnična Creek (first attested in 1488 as Zellnitz). This name is derived from the adjective se(d)lьnъ 'belonging to a settlement, village'. The Slovene name is not connected to the German name, which refers to deciduous woods.[4] In the past the German name of the town was Lichtenwald.[2]
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 History




For centuries, the town of Sevnica was situated on the border of two historical regions of the Habsburg Empire[image: External link]: Carniola[image: External link] and Styria[image: External link]. It was first mentioned in written documents dating to 1275 by its German name Lichtenwalde. At that time, it was one of the most important settlements in the Windic March[image: External link] (or Slovene March). In 1322 it acquired the status of a market town[image: External link], with extended market rights in 1513. Between the 14th and 17th centuries, it suffered greatly from frequent Ottoman raids[image: External link] and never fully recovered its previous wealth. In the 16th century it was an important center of Protestant reformation[image: External link] in the Slovene Lands[image: External link]; the Slovene Lutheran author Jurij Dalmatin[image: External link] also preached in the town.

In the 18th century it was included in the administrative sub-region of Lower Carniola[image: External link]. Between 1809 and 1813, it was a border town between the French[image: External link]-administered Illyrian Provinces[image: External link] and the Austrian Empire[image: External link]. In the mid-19th century, it became an important center of the Slovene national revival; in 1869, it hosted one of the first mass rallies in favor of a United Slovenia[image: External link].

In 1862 it received a railway connection, which boosted the local economy. In 1938 railway from Sevnica to Trebnje[image: External link] was completed.

During World War II[image: External link], when the area was annexed to the Third Reich[image: External link], the majority of its Slovene inhabitants were expelled and replaced by ethnic Germans[image: External link] resettled from Gottschee County[image: External link]. Many locals died in Nazi concentration camps[image: External link]. After the war, the town started developing as an industrial center in the newly named Lower Sava Valley.
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 Mass graves




Sevnica is the site of four known mass graves[image: External link] associated with the Second World War. Three of them contain the remains of undetermined victims. The Vrtača Mass Grave (Slovene: Grobišče Vrtača) is located in the woods 50 m west of the hamlet of Vrtača.[5] The Florian Street Mass Grave (Grobišče ob Florjanski ulici) is located on the north edge of a large field next to a small woods.[6] The Hraste Mass Grave (Grobišče na Hrastah) is located among the vineyards above the houses on Trubar Street (Trubarjeva ulica).[7] The Dobrava Mass Grave (Grobišče pod Dobravo) is located in a thicket 15 m north of the house at Trubar Street no. 7. It contains the remains of German soldiers.[8]
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 Church




The parish church[image: External link] in the town is dedicated to Saint Nicholas[image: External link] and belongs to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Celje[image: External link]. It was built in 1862 on the site of a 15th-century building.[9] Other churches in town are dedicated to Saint Florian[image: External link],[10] the Mother of God[image: External link][11] and Saint Anne[image: External link],[12] all belonging to the same parish.
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 Economy




The company Lisca[image: External link], one of the largest lingerie companies in Europe, is based in Sevnica. Another important company is the furniture manufacturing company Stilles.
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 Notable people




Notable people that were born or lived in Sevnica include:


	
Fridolin Kaučič ( sl[image: External link]) (1859–1922), biographer[13][14]


	
Anton Jurij Luby (1749–1802), theology professor[13][15]


	
Danimir Kerin (born 1922), chemist[13][16]


	
Josip Mešiček (1865–1923), composer[13][17]


	
Alojzij Praunseis (1868–1934), physician[13][18]


	
Avgusta Smolej (born 1915), poet and translator[13][19]


	
Marta Šribar (1924–1988), sculptor[13][20][21]


	
Melania Trump (born 1970), former model, current First Lady of the United States[22]


	
Jakob Žmavc ( sl[image: External link]) (1867–1957), historian and geographer[13][23]
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Slovene Language






Not to be confused with Slovak language[image: External link].



	Slovene



	Slovenian



	slovenski jezik, slovenščina



	Pronunciation
	
[slɔˈʋèːnski ˈjɛ̀ːzik][image: External link],[1][2] [slɔˈʋèːnʃt͡ʃina][image: External link][3]




	Native to
	Slovenia, Italy (in Friuli Venezia Giulia[image: External link]), Austria (in Carinthia[image: External link] and Styria[image: External link]), Croatia (in Istria), Hungary (in Vas[image: External link]); emigrant communities in various countries



	
Native speakers


	2.5 million (2010)[4]




	
Language family[image: External link]


	

Indo-European[image: External link]

	
Balto-Slavic[image: External link]

	
Slavic[image: External link]

	
South Slavic[image: External link]

	Western South Slavic

	Slovene

























	Dialects
	

	Prekmurje dialect[image: External link]

	Resian[image: External link]

	approx. 32 unstandardised dialects[image: External link]








	
Writing system[image: External link]


	
Latin[image: External link] (Slovene alphabet[image: External link])

Slovene Braille[image: External link]




	Official status



	
Official language in


	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

 European Union[image: External link]




	
Recognised minority

language in


	

  Austria[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]

  Hungary[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]

  Italy[image: External link] [5]






	Regulated by[image: External link]
	Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link]



	Language codes



	ISO 639-1[image: External link]
	sl



	ISO 639-2[image: External link]
	slv[image: External link]



	ISO 639-3[image: External link]
	slv[image: External link]



	Glottolog[image: External link]
	
slov1268[image: External link][6]




	Linguasphere[image: External link]
	53-AAA-f (51 varieties)



	
This article contains IPA[image: External link] phonetic symbols. Without proper rendering support[image: External link], you may see question marks, boxes, or other symbols[image: External link] instead of Unicode[image: External link] characters.






	South Slavic languages and dialects



	

Western South Slavic




	

	Slovene

	

Dialects[image: External link]


	(Prekmurje Slovene[image: External link]

	Resian[image: External link])















	

	Serbo-Croatian







	

	Serbo-Croatian standard languages

	Bosnian[image: External link]

	Croatian[image: External link]

	Montenegrin[image: External link]

	

Serbian[image: External link]

( Slavonic-Serbian[image: External link])










	

	Serbo-Croatian dialects[image: External link]

	

Shtokavian[image: External link]


	( Bunjevac[image: External link]

	Dubrovnik[image: External link]





Eastern Herzegovinian[image: External link]

Smederevo–Vršac[image: External link]


	Šumadija–Vojvodina[image: External link]

	Užican[image: External link])









	

Chakavian[image: External link]


	( Burgenland[image: External link]

	Molise[image: External link])









	Kajkavian[image: External link]

	Torlakian[image: External link]







	

	Serbo-Croatian accents

	


	Ekavian[image: External link]

	Ijekavian[image: External link]

	Ikavian[image: External link]













	

	Comparison of standard

Bosnian, Croatian and Serbian[image: External link]
















	

Eastern South Slavic




	

	
Church Slavonic[image: External link] ( Old[image: External link])








	

	Bulgarian[image: External link]

	Dialects[image: External link]

	Banat[image: External link]

	


	Torlakian[image: External link]

	Meshterski[image: External link]













	

	Macedonian[image: External link]

	

Dialects[image: External link]


	( Western[image: External link]

	Southeastern[image: External link]







	Northern[image: External link]

	Torlakian[image: External link])









	Spoken Macedonian[image: External link]

	Standard Macedonian[image: External link]
















	

Transitional dialects




	

	Serbian–Bulgarian–Macedonian

	Transitional Bulgarian dialects[image: External link]

	


	Torlakian[image: External link]

	Gora dialect[image: External link]













	

	Croatian–Slovenian

	Kajkavian[image: External link]
















	

Alphabets




	

	Modern

	


	
Gaj's Latin[image: External link]a


	Serbian Cyrillic[image: External link]







	Bulgarian Cyrillic[image: External link]

	Macedonian Cyrillic[image: External link]

	Montenegrin[image: External link]

	Slavica[image: External link]

	Slovene[image: External link]







	

	Historical

	


	Bohoričica[image: External link]

	Dajnčica[image: External link]

	Metelčica[image: External link]







	


	Arebica[image: External link]

	Bosnian Cyrillic[image: External link]







	


	Glagolitic[image: External link]

	Early Cyrillic[image: External link]













	
a Includes Banat Bulgarian alphabet[image: External link].












	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Slovene ( i[image: External link]/'sloUvi:n /[image: External link] or /sloU'vi:n, sle- /[image: External link][7]) or Slovenian ( i[image: External link]/sloU'vi:nien, sle- /[image: External link];[8][9] slovenski jezik or slovenščina) belongs to the group of South Slavic languages[image: External link]. It is spoken by approximately 2.5 million speakers worldwide, the majority of whom live in Slovenia[image: External link]. It is the first language of about 2.1 million Slovenian people and is one of the 24 official and working languages[image: External link] of the European Union[image: External link].
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 Standard Slovene




Standard Slovene is the national standard language[image: External link] that was formed in the 18th century, mostly based on Upper[image: External link] and Lower Carniolan dialect groups[image: External link], the latter being a dialect spoken by Primož Trubar[image: External link]. Unstandardized dialects are more preserved in regions of the Slovene Lands[image: External link] where compulsory schooling was in languages other than Standard Slovene, as was the case with the Carinthian Slovenes[image: External link] in Austria, and the Slovene minority in Italy[image: External link]. For example, the Resian[image: External link] and Torre[image: External link] (Ter) dialects in the Italian Province of Udine[image: External link] differ most from other Slovene dialects.

The distinctive characteristics of Slovene are dual grammatical number[image: External link], two accentual norms (one characterized by pitch accent[image: External link]), and abundant inflection (a trait shared with many Slavic languages). Although Slovene is basically an SVO[image: External link] language, word order is very flexible, often adjusted for emphasis or stylistic reasons. Slovene has a T-V distinction[image: External link]: second-person plural forms are used for individuals as a sign of respect.

Slovene and Slovak[image: External link] are the only two modern Slavic languages whose names for themselves literally mean "Slavic" (slověnьskъ in old Slavonic[image: External link]).
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 Classification




Slovene is an Indo-European language[image: External link] belonging to the Western subgroup of the South Slavic[image: External link] branch of the Slavic languages[image: External link], together with Serbo-Croatian. It is close to the Chakavian[image: External link] and especially Kajkavian dialects[image: External link] of Serbo-Croatian, but further from the Shtokavian dialect[image: External link], the basis for the Bosnian, Croatian, Montenegrin, and Serbian standard languages.[10] Furthermore, Slovene shares certain linguistic characteristics with all South Slavic languages[image: External link], including those of the Eastern subgroup, such as Bulgarian[image: External link]. Although Slovene is almost completely intelligible with the Kajkavian dialects of Serbo-Croatian (especially the variant spoken in Hrvatsko Zagorje[image: External link] on the border with Slovenia)[citation needed[image: External link]], mutual intelligibility[image: External link] with other varieties of Serbo-Croatian is hindered by differences in vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. The Slovene language also has many commonalities with the West Slavic languages[image: External link].[11]
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 History
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 Early history




Like all Slavic languages[image: External link], Slovene traces its roots to the same proto-Slavic group of languages that produced Old Church Slavonic[image: External link]. The earliest known examples of a distinct, written Slovene dialect are from the Freising Manuscripts[image: External link], known in Slovene as Brižinski spomeniki. The consensus estimate of their date of origin is between 972 and 1093 (most likely before 1000). These religious writings are among the oldest surviving manuscripts in any Slavic language.

The Freising Manuscripts are a record of a proto-Slovene language that was spoken in a much larger territory than modern Slovene, which included most of the present-day Austrian states of Carinthia[image: External link] and Styria[image: External link], as well as East Tyrol[image: External link], the Val Pusteria[image: External link] in South Tyrol[image: External link], and some areas of Upper[image: External link] and Lower Austria[image: External link].[12] By the 15th century, most of the northern areas were gradually Germanized[image: External link]: the northern border of the Slovene-speaking territory stabilized on the line going from north of Klagenfurt[image: External link] to south of Villach[image: External link] and east of Hermagor[image: External link] in Carinthia, while in Styria it was pretty much identical with the current Austrian-Slovenian border. This linguistic border remained almost unchanged until the late 19th century, when a second process of Germanization took place, mostly in Carinthia. Between the 9th and 12th century, proto-Slovene spread into northern Istria[image: External link] and in the areas around Trieste[image: External link].

During most of the Middle Ages, Slovene was a vernacular language of the peasantry, although it was also spoken in most of the towns on Slovene territory, together with German or Italian. Although during this time, German emerged as the spoken language of the nobility, Slovene had some role in the courtly life of the Carinthian, Carniolan and Styrian nobility, as well. This is proved by the survival of certain ritual formulas in Slovene (such as the ritual installation of the Dukes of Carinthia). The words "Buge waz primi, gralva Venus!" ("God be With You, Queen Venus!"), with which Bernhard von Spanheim[image: External link] greeted the poet Ulrich von Liechtenstein[image: External link] upon his arrival to Carinthia in 1227 (or 1238),[13] is another example of some level of Slovene knowledge among high nobility in the region.[14]

The first printed Slovene words, stara pravda (meaning 'old justice'), appeared in 1515 in Vienna[image: External link] in a poem of the German mercenaries who suppressed the Slovene peasant revolt[image: External link].[15] Standard Slovene emerged in the second half of the 16th century, thanks to the works of Slovene Lutheran authors, who were active during the Protestant Reformation[image: External link]. The most prominent authors from this period are Primož Trubar[image: External link], who wrote the first books in Slovene; Adam Bohorič[image: External link], the author of the first Slovene grammar; and Jurij Dalmatin[image: External link], who translated the entire Bible into Slovene.

From the high Middle Ages up to the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link] in 1918, in the territory of present-day Slovenia, German[image: External link] was the language of the elite, and Slovene was the language of the common people. During this period, German had a strong influence on Slovene, and many Germanisms are preserved in contemporary colloquial Slovene. Many Slovene scientists[image: External link] before the 1920s also wrote in foreign languages, mostly German, which was the lingua franca[image: External link] of science throughout Central Europe[image: External link] at the time.
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 Recent history




During the rise of Romantic Nationalism[image: External link] in the 19th century, the cultural movements of Illyrism[image: External link] and Pan-Slavism[image: External link] brought words from Serbo-Croatian[image: External link] and Czech[image: External link] into standard Slovene, mostly to replace words previously borrowed from German. Most of these innovations have remained, although some were dropped in later development. In the second half of the 19th century, many nationalist authors made an abundant use of Serbo-Croatian words: among them were Fran Levstik[image: External link] and Josip Jurčič[image: External link], who wrote the first novel in Slovene in 1866. This tendency was reversed in the Fin de siècle[image: External link] period by the first generation of modernist Slovene authors (most notably the writer Ivan Cankar[image: External link]), who resorted to a more "pure" and simple language without excessive Serbo-Croatian borrowings.

During the Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link] in the 1920s and 1930s, the influence of Serbo-Croatian increased again. This was opposed by the younger generations of Slovene authors and intellectuals; among the most fierce opponents of an excessive Serbo-Croatian influence on Slovene were the intellectuals associated with the leftist journal Sodobnost[image: External link], as well as some younger Catholic activists and authors. After 1945, numerous Serbo-Croatian words that had been used in the previous decades were dropped. The result was that a Slovene text from the 1910s is frequently closer to modern Slovene than a text from the 1920s and 1930s.

Between 1920 and 1941, the official language of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia was defined as "Serbian-Croatian-Slovene". In practice, Slovene was used in Slovenia, both in education and administration. Many state institutions used only Serbo-Croatian, and a Slovene–Serbo-Croatian bilingualism was applied in many spheres of public life in Slovenia. For examples, at the post offices, railways and in administrative offices, Serbo-Croatian was used together with Slovene. However, state employees were expected to be able to speak Slovene in Slovenia.

During the same time, western Slovenia (the Slovenian Littoral[image: External link] and the western districts of Inner Carniola[image: External link]) was under Italian administration and submitted to a violent policy of Fascist Italianization[image: External link]; the same policy was applied to Slovene speakers in Venetian Slovenia[image: External link], Gorizia[image: External link] and Trieste[image: External link]. Between 1923 and 1943, all public use of Slovene language in these territories was strictly prohibited, and Slovene language activists were persecuted by the state.

After the Carinthian Plebiscite[image: External link] of 1920, a less severe policy of Germanization took place in the Slovene-speaking areas of southern Carinthia[image: External link] which remained under Austrian administration. After the Anschluss[image: External link] of 1938, the use of Slovene was strictly forbidden in Carinthia, as well. This accelerated a process of language shift[image: External link] in Carinthia, which continued throughout the second half of the 20th century: according to the Austro-Hungarian census of 1910, around 17% of inhabitants of Carinthia spoke Slovene in their daily communication; in 1951, this figure dropped under 10%, and by 2001 to a mere 2.8%.

During World War II[image: External link], Slovenia was divided among the Axis Powers[image: External link] of Fascist Italy[image: External link], Nazi Germany[image: External link], and Hungary[image: External link]. Each of the occupying powers tried to either discourage or entirely suppress the Slovene language.

Following World War II, Slovenia became part of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]. Slovene was one of the official languages of the federation. In the territory of Slovenia, it was commonly used in almost all areas of public life. One important exception was the Yugoslav army[image: External link], where Serbo-Croatian[image: External link] was used exclusively, even in Slovenia.

National independence has revitalized the language: since 1991, when Slovenia gained independence, Slovene has been used as an official language in all areas of public life. In 2004 it became one of the official languages of the European Union upon Slovenia's admission.

Joža Mahnič, a literary historian and president of the publishing house Slovenska matica[image: External link], said in February 2008 that Slovene is a language rich enough to express everything, including the most sophisticated and specialised texts.[16] In February 2010, Janez Dular, a prominent Slovenian linguist, commented that, although Slovene is not an endangered language, its scope has been shrinking, especially in science and higher education.[17][18]
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 Geographic distribution




The language is spoken by about 2.5 million people,[citation needed[image: External link]] mainly in Slovenia, but also by Slovene national minorities in Friuli-Venezia Giulia[image: External link], Italy[image: External link] (around 90,000 in Venetian Slovenia[image: External link], Resia Valley[image: External link], Canale Valley, Province of Trieste[image: External link] and in those municipalities of the Province of Gorizia[image: External link] bordering with Slovenia), in southern Carinthia[image: External link] and some parts of Styria[image: External link] in Austria[image: External link] (25,000). It is also spoken in Croatia[image: External link], especially in Istria[image: External link], Rijeka[image: External link] and Zagreb[image: External link] (11,800-13,100), in southwestern Hungary[image: External link] (3-5,000), in Serbia[image: External link] (5,000), and by the Slovene diaspora throughout Europe[image: External link] and the rest of the world (around 300,000), particularly in the United States[image: External link] (most notably Ohio[image: External link] home to estimated 3,400 speakers),[19] Canada[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link], Australia[image: External link] and South Africa[image: External link].[10]
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Main article: Slovene dialects[image: External link]


Slovene is sometimes characterized as the most diverse Slavic language in terms of dialects[image: External link],[20] with different degrees of mutual intelligibility.[21][22] Accounts of the number of dialects range from as few as seven[23][24][25] dialects, often considered dialect groups or dialect bases that are further subdivided into as many as 50 dialects.[26] Other sources characterize the number of dialects as nine[27] or eight.[28] The Slovene proverb "Every village has its own voice" (Vsaka vas ima svoj glas) depicts the differences in dialects. Although pronunciation differs greatly from area to area, those differences do not pose major obstacles to understanding. The standard language is mainly used in public presentations or on formal occasions.

The Prekmurje[image: External link] dialect used to have a written norm of its own at one point.[29] The Resian[image: External link] dialects have an independent written norm that is used by their regional state institutions.[30] Speakers of those two dialects have considerable difficulties with being understood by speakers of other varieties of Slovene, needing code-switching[image: External link] to Standard Slovene. Other dialects are mutually intelligible when speakers avoid the excessive usage of regionalisms.

Regionalisms are mostly limited to culinary and agricultural expressions, although there are many exceptions. Some loanwords[image: External link] have become so deeply rooted in the local language that people have considerable difficulties in finding a standard expression for the dialect term (for instance, kovter meaning blanket[image: External link] is prešita odeja in Standard Slovene, but the latter term is never used in speech). Southwestern dialects incorporate a great deal of calques[image: External link] and loanwords[image: External link] from Italian, whereas eastern and northwestern dialects are replete with lexemes of German origin. Usage of such words hinders intelligibility between dialects and is greatly discouraged in formal situations.
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Main article: Slovene phonology[image: External link]


Slovene has a phoneme[image: External link] set consisting of 21 consonants[image: External link] and 8 vowels[image: External link].[31]
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Slovene has 21 distinctive consonant phonemes.



	Slovene consonant phonemes



	
	Labial[image: External link]
	Dental[image: External link]/

Alveolar[image: External link]
	Palatal[image: External link]
	Velar[image: External link]



	Nasal[image: External link]
	m[image: External link]
	n[image: External link]
	
	



	Plosive[image: External link]
	voiceless[image: External link]
	p[image: External link]
	t[image: External link]
	
	k[image: External link]



	voiced[image: External link]
	b[image: External link]
	d[image: External link]
	
	ɡ[image: External link]



	Affricate[image: External link]
	voiceless[image: External link]
	
	t͡s[image: External link]
	t͡ʃ[image: External link]
	



	voiced[image: External link]
	
	
	d͡ʒ[image: External link]
	



	Fricative[image: External link]
	voiceless[image: External link]
	f[image: External link]
	s[image: External link]
	ʃ[image: External link]
	x[image: External link]



	voiced[image: External link]
	
	z[image: External link]
	ʒ[image: External link]
	



	Approximant[image: External link]
	ʋ[image: External link]
	l[image: External link]
	j[image: External link]
	



	Rhotic[image: External link]
	
	r
	
	




All voiced[image: External link] obstruents[image: External link] are devoiced at the end of words unless immediately followed by a word beginning with a vowel or a voiced consonant. In consonant clusters, voicing distinction is neutralized and all consonants assimilate the voicing of the rightmost segment. In this context, [v], [ɣ] and [d͡z] may occur as voiced allophones of /f/, /x/ and /t͡s/, respectively (e.g. vŕh drevésa [ʋrɣ dreˈʋesa]).[33]

/ʋ/ has several allophones[image: External link] depending on context.


	Before a vowel, pronunciation is labiodental, [ ʋ[image: External link]][34] (also described as [ v[image: External link]]).[35]


	After a vowel, pronunciation is bilabial [ w[image: External link]] and forms a diphthong.[34][35]


	At the beginning of a syllable, before a consonant (for example in vsi "all"), the pronunciation varies more widely by speaker and area. Many speakers convert /ʋ/ into a full vowel [u] in this position.[34][35] For those speakers that retain a consonantal pronunciation, it is pronounced [ w[image: External link]] before a voiced consonant and [ ʍ[image: External link]] before a voiceless consonant.[34][35] Thus, vsi may be pronounced as disyllabic [uˈsi] or monosyllabic [ʍsi].



The sequences /lj/, /nj/ and /rj/ occur only before a vowel. Before a consonant or word-finally, they are reduced to /l/, /n/ and /r/ respectively. This is reflected in the spelling in the case of /rj/, but not for /lj/ and /nj/.

Under certain (somewhat unpredictable) circumstances, /l/ at the end of a syllable may become [w], merging with the allophone of /ʋ/ in that position.
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Slovene has an eight-vowel[36][37] (according to Peter Jurgec nine-vowel)[38][39] system, in comparison to the five-vowel system of Serbo-Croatian.



	Slovene vowels



	
	Front[image: External link]
	Central[image: External link]
	Back[image: External link]



	Close[image: External link]
	i[image: External link]
	
	u[image: External link]



	Close-mid[image: External link]
	e[image: External link]
	ə[image: External link]
	o[image: External link]



	Open-mid[image: External link]
	ɛ[image: External link]
	ɔ[image: External link]



	Near-open[image: External link]
	
	( ɐ[image: External link])
	



	Open[image: External link]
	
	a[image: External link]
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Main article: Slovene grammar[image: External link]
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Main article: Slovene nouns[image: External link]


Slovene nouns retain six of the seven Slavic noun cases: nominative[image: External link], accusative[image: External link], genitive[image: External link], dative[image: External link], locative[image: External link] and instrumental[image: External link]. There is no distinct vocative; the nominative is used in that role. Nouns, adjectives and pronouns have three numbers: singular, plural and a special dual[image: External link] form that indicates exactly two objects.

Nouns in Slovene are either masculine, feminine or neuter gender. In addition, there is a distinction between animate and inanimate nouns, although this is only relevant for masculine nouns and only in the singular. Animate nouns have an accusative singular form that is identical to the genitive, while for inanimate nouns the accusative singular is the same as the nominative. Animacy is based mostly on semantics and is less rigid than gender. Generally speaking a noun is animate if it refers to something that is generally thought to have free will and/or the ability to move of its own accord. This includes all nouns for people and animals. All other nouns are inanimate, including plants and other non-moving life forms, and also groups of people or animals. However, there are some nouns for inanimate objects that are generally animate, which mostly include inanimate objects that are named after people or animals. This includes:[40]


	Dead people or animals

	Brands of cars

	Certain diseases (named after animals)

	Certain devices (named after animals or people)

	Works of art (named after their creator)

	Chess pieces and playing cards (named for the people they represent)

	Wines and mushrooms (named as demonyms[image: External link])
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 Vocabulary
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Slovene, like most other European languages, has a T–V distinction[image: External link], or two forms of 'you' for formal and informal situations. Although informal address using the 2nd person singular ti form (known as tikanje) is officially limited to friends and family, talk among children, and addressing animals, it is increasingly used among the middle generation to signal a relaxed attitude or lifestyle instead of its polite or formal counterpart using the 2nd person plural vi form (known as vikanje).

An additional nonstandard but widespread use of a singular participle combined with a plural auxiliary verb (known as polvikanje) signals a somewhat more friendly and less formal attitude while maintaining politeness:


	
Vi ga niste videli. ('You did not see him': both the auxiliary verb niste and the participle videli are plural masculine. Standard usage.)

	
Vi ga niste videl/videla. ('You did not see him': the auxiliary verb niste is plural but the participle videl/videla is singular masculine/feminine. Nonstandard usage.)



The use of nonstandard forms (polvikanje) might be frowned upon by many people and would not likely be used in a formal setting.

The use of the 3rd person plural oni ('they') form (known as onikanje in both direct address and indirect reference; this is similar to using Sie in German) as an ultra-polite form is now archaic or dialectal. It is associated with servant-master relationships in older literature, the child-parent relationship in certain conservative rural communities, and parishioner-priest relationships.
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Foreign words used in Slovene are of various types depending on the assimilation they have undergone. The types are:


	
sposojenka (loanword) – fully assimilated; e.g. pica ('pizza').

	
tujka (foreign word) – partly assimilated, either in writing and syntax and/or in pronunciation; e.g. jazz, wiki.

	
polcitatna beseda ali besedna zveza (half-quoted word or phrase) – partly assimilated, either in writing and syntax and/or in pronunciation; e.g. Shakespeare, but Shakespearja in genitive case.

	
citatna beseda ali besedna zveza (quoted word or phrase) – kept as in original, although pronunciation may be altered to fit into speech flow; e.g. first lady in all cases.



The loanwords are mostly from German[image: External link] and Italian[image: External link], while the more recently borrowed and less assimilated words are typically from English[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Articles




There are no definite[image: External link] or indefinite articles[image: External link] as in English (a, an, the) or German[image: External link] (der, die, das, ein, eine). A whole verb or a noun is described without articles and the grammatical gender[image: External link] is found from the word's termination. It is enough to say barka (a or the barge), Noetova barka ('Noah's ark'). The gender is known in this case to be feminine. In declensions[image: External link], endings are normally changed; see below. If one should like to somehow distinguish between definiteness or indefiniteness of a noun, one would say (prav/natanko/ravno) tista barka ('that (exact) barge') for "the barge" and neka/ena barka ('one barge') for "a barge".

Definiteness of a noun phrase can also be discernible through the ending of the accompanying adjective. One should say rdeči šotor ([exactly that] red tent) or rdeč šotor ([a] red tent). This difference is observable only for masculine nouns in nominative or accusative case. Because of the lack of article in Slovene and audibly insignificant difference between the masculine adjective forms, most dialects do not distinguish between definite and indefinite variants of the adjective, leading to hypercorrection[image: External link] when speakers try to use Standard Slovenian.[41]
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Main article: Slovene numerals[image: External link]
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Main articles: Slovene alphabet[image: External link] and Slovene braille[image: External link]


See also: Bohorič alphabet[image: External link], Metelko alphabet[image: External link], and Dajnko alphabet[image: External link]


This alphabet (Slovene: abeceda) was derived in the mid-1840s from the system[image: External link] created by Croatianist[image: External link] Ljudevit Gaj[image: External link]. Intended for the Serbo-Croatian language[image: External link] (in all its varieties), it was patterned on the Czech[image: External link] alphabet of the 1830s. Before that /s/ was, for example, written as ⟨ʃ⟩[image: External link], ⟨ʃʃ⟩ or ⟨ſ⟩[image: External link]; /tʃ/ as ⟨tʃch⟩, ⟨cz⟩, ⟨tʃcz⟩ or ⟨tcz⟩; /i/ sometimes as ⟨y⟩ as a relic from the now modern Russian yery character ⟨ы⟩[image: External link], usually transliterated as "y";[clarification needed[image: External link]] /j/ as ⟨y⟩; /l/ as ⟨ll⟩; /ʋ/ as ⟨w⟩; /ʒ/ as ⟨ʃ⟩, ⟨ʃʃ⟩ or ⟨ʃz⟩.

The standard Slovene orthography, used in almost all situations, uses only the letters of the ISO basic Latin alphabet[image: External link] plus ⟨č⟩, ⟨š⟩, and ⟨ž⟩:



	letter
	phoneme
	example word
	word pronunciation



	A a
	/aː/

/a/
	dan[image: External link] "day"

abeceda[image: External link] "alphabet"
	/ˈdáːn/, dȃn

/abɛˈtséːda/, abecẹ̑da



	B b
	/b/
	beseda[image: External link] "word"
	/bɛˈséːda/, besẹ̑da



	C c
	/t͡s/
	cvet[image: External link] "bloom"
	/ˈtsʋéːt/, cvẹ̑t



	Č č
	/t͡ʃ/
	časopis[image: External link] "newspaper"
	/tʃasɔˈpíːs/, časopı̑s



	D d
	/d/
	danes[image: External link] "today"
	/ˈdàːnəs/, dánəs



	E e
	/eː/

/ɛː/

/ɛ/

/ə/
	sedem[image: External link] "seven"

reči[image: External link] "to say"

medved[image: External link] "bear"

sem[image: External link] "I am"
	/ˈsèːdəm/, sẹ́dəm

/ˈrɛ̀ːtʃi/, réči

/ˈmɛ̀ːdʋɛt/, médved

/ˈsə́m/, sə̏m



	F f
	/f/
	fant[image: External link] "boy"
	/ˈfánt/, fȁnt



	G g
	/ɡ/
	grad[image: External link] "castle"
	/ˈɡráːt/, grȃd



	H h
	/x/
	hiša[image: External link] "house"
	/ˈxìːʃa/, híša



	I i
	/iː/

/i/
	biti[image: External link] "to be"

imeti[image: External link] "to have"
	/ˈbìːti/, bíti

/iˈmèːti/, imẹ́ti



	J j
	/j/
	jabolko[image: External link] "apple"
	/ˈjàːbɔwkɔ/, jábołko



	K k
	/k/
	kmèt[image: External link] "peasant"
	/ˈkmɛ́t/, kmȅt



	L l
	/l/

/w/
	letalo[image: External link] "airplane"

zrel[image: External link] "mature"
	/lɛˈtàːlɔ/, letálo

/ˈzrɛ́w/, zrȅł



	M m
	/m/
	misliti[image: External link] "to think"
	/ˈmìːsliti/, mísliti



	N n
	/n/
	novice[image: External link] "news"
	/nɔˈʋìːtsɛ/, novíce



	O o
	/oː/

/ɔː/

/ɔ/
	opica[image: External link] "monkey"

okno[image: External link] "window"

gospa[image: External link] "lady"
	/ˈóːpitsa/, ọ̑pica

/ˈɔ̀ːknɔ/, ókno

/ɡɔˈspàː/, gospá



	P p
	/p/
	pomoč[image: External link] "help"
	/pɔˈmóːtʃ/, pomọ̑č



	R r
	/r/

/ər/
	riž[image: External link] "rice"

trg[image: External link] "square"
	/ˈríːʃ/, rȋž

/ˈtə́rk/, tȓg



	S s
	/s/
	svet[image: External link] "world"
	/ˈsʋéːt/, svẹ̑t



	Š š
	/ʃ/
	šola[image: External link] "school"
	/ˈʃóːla/, šọ̑la



	T t
	/t/
	tip[image: External link] "type"
	/ˈtíːp/, tȋp



	U u
	/uː/

/u/
	ulica[image: External link] "street"

mamut[image: External link] "mammoth"
	/ˈùːlitsa/, úlica

/ˈmáːmut/, mȃmut



	V v
	/ʋ/

/w/
	voda[image: External link] "water"

lev[image: External link] "lion"
	/ˈʋɔ̀ːda/, vóda

/ˈlɛ́w/, lȅv



	Z z
	/z/
	zima[image: External link] "winter"
	/ˈzìːma/, zíma



	Ž ž
	/ʒ/
	življenje[image: External link] "life"
	/ʒiwˈljɛ̀ːnjɛ/, življénje




The orthography thus underdifferentiates[image: External link] several phonemic distinctions:


	Stress, vowel length and tone are not distinguished, except with optional diacritics when it is necessary to distinguish between similar words with a different meaning.

	The two distinct mid-vowels are also not distinguished, both written as simply ⟨e⟩ and ⟨o⟩.

	The schwa /ə/ is also written as ⟨e⟩. However, the combination /ər/ is written as simply ⟨r⟩ between consonants and is thus distinguishable.

	Vocalised l /w/ is written as ⟨l⟩, but cannot be predictably distinguished from /l/ in that position.



In the tonemic varieties of Slovene, the ambiguity is even worse: e in a final syllable can stand for any of /éː/ /èː/ /ɛ́ː/ /ɛ̀ː/ /ɛ/ /ə/ (although /ɛ̀ː/ is rare).

The reader is expected to gather the interpretation of the word from the context, as in these examples:


	
gol:

	
/ˈɡɔ́w/ gȍł "naked"

	
/ˈɡóːl/ gọ̑l "goal"





	
jesen:

	
/ˈjɛ̀ːsɛn/ jésen "ash tree"

	
/jɛˈséːn/ jesẹ̑n "autumn"





	
kot

	
/ˈkòːt/ kọ́t "angle"

	
/kɔt/ kot "as"





	
med

	
/mɛt/ med "between"

	
/ˈméːt/ mẹ̑d "honey"





	
pol

	
/ˈpóːl/ pọ̑l "pole"

	
/ˈpóːw/ pọ̑ł "half"

	
/ˈpɔ̀ːl/ pól "half an hour before (the hour)"





	
precej

	
/ˈprɛ́tsɛj/ prȅcej "at once" (archaic)

	
/prɛˈtséːj/ precẹ̑j or /prɛˈtsɛ́j/ precȅj "a great deal (of)"
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To compensate for the shortcomings of the standard orthography, Slovene also uses standardized diacritics[image: External link] or accent marks to denote stress[image: External link], vowel length[image: External link] and pitch accent[image: External link], much like the closely related Serbo-Croatian. However, as in Serbo-Croatian, use of such accent marks is restricted to dictionaries, language textbooks and linguistic publications. In normal writing, the diacritics are almost never used, except in a few minimal pairs where real ambiguity could arise.

Two different and mutually incompatible systems of diacritics are used. The first is the simpler non-tonemic system, which can be applied to all Slovene dialects. It is more widely used and is the standard representation in dictionaries such as SSKJ. The tonemic system also includes tone as part of the representation. However, neither system reliably distinguishes schwa /ə/ from the front mid-vowels, nor vocalised l /w/ from regular l /l/. Some sources write these as ə and ł respectively, but this is not as common.
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In the non-tonemic system, the distinction between the two mid-vowels is indicated, as well as the placement of stress and length of vowels:


	Long stressed vowels are notated with an acute diacritic: á é í ó ú ŕ (IPA: /aː eː iː oː uː ər/).

	However, the rarer long stressed low-mid vowels /ɛː/ and /ɔː/ are notated with a circumflex: ê ô.

	Short stressed vowels are notated with a grave: à è ì ò ù (IPA: /a ɛ i ɔ u/). Some systems may also include ə̀ for /ə/.
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The tonemic system uses the diacritics somewhat differently from the non-tonemic system. The high-mid vowels /eː/ and /oː/ are written ẹ ọ with a subscript dot, while the low-mid vowels /ɛː/ and /ɔː/ are written as plain e o.

Pitch accent and length is indicated by four diacritical marks:


	The acute[image: External link] ( ´ ) indicates long and low pitch: á é ẹ́ í ó ọ́ ú ŕ (IPA: /àː ɛ̀ː èː ìː ɔ̀ː òː ùː ə̀r/).

	The inverted breve[image: External link] (  ̑ ) or the circumflex[image: External link] ( ^ ) indicates long and high pitch: ȃ ȇ ẹ̑ ȋ ȏ ọ̑ ȗ ȓ (IPA: /éː ɛ́ː éː íː ɔ́ː óː úː ə́r/).

	The grave[image: External link] ( ` ) indicates short and low pitch. This occurs only on è (IPA: /ə̀/), optionally written as ə̀.

	The double grave[image: External link] (  ̏ ) indicates short and high pitch: ȁ ȅ ȉ ȍ ȕ (IPA: á ɛ́ í ɔ́ ú). ȅ is also used for /ə́/, optionally written as ə̏.



The schwa vowel /ə/ is written ambiguously as e, but its accentuation will sometimes distinguish it: a long vowel mark can never appear on a schwa, while a grave accent can appear only on a schwa. Thus, only ȅ and unstressed e are truly ambiguous.
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 Regulation




Standard Slovene spelling and grammar are defined by the Orthographic Committee and the Fran Ramovš Institute of the Slovenian Language, which are both part of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link] (Slovenska akademija znanosti in umetnosti, SAZU). The newest reference book of standard Slovene spelling (and to some extent also grammar) is the Slovenski pravopis (SP2001; Slovene Normative Guide). The latest printed edition was published in 2001 (reprinted in 2003 with some corrections) and contains more than 130,000 dictionary entries. In 2003, an electronic version was published.

The official dictionary of modern Slovene, which was also prepared by SAZU, is Slovar slovenskega knjižnega jezika (SSKJ; Standard Slovene Dictionary). It was published in five volumes by Državna Založba Slovenije between 1970 and 1991 and contains more than 100,000 entries and subentries with accentuation, part-of-speech labels, common collocations, and various qualifiers. In the 1990s, an electronic version of the dictionary was published and it is available online.

The SAZU considers SP2001 to be the normative source on Slovenian language. When dictionary entries in SP2001 and SSKJ differ, the SP2001 entry takes precedence.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Lower Sava Valley






"Posavje" redirects here. For the district with this name, see Posavje District[image: External link].

The Lower Sava Valley (Slovene: Posavje, also Spodnje Posavje and Posavska regija[1]) is a region[image: External link] in southeastern Slovenia[image: External link] on the border with Croatia[image: External link]. It has three major urban centers: Brežice[image: External link], Krško[image: External link], and Sevnica. Its borders are almost identical with those of the Lower Sava statistical region[image: External link].

It extends along the lower part of the Sava[image: External link] River, on the border with Croatia. In terms of its acreage, it is the second smallest region in Slovenia because it has only 885 km² and covers 4.4 percent of Slovenia’s territory. The neighboring regions are the Savinja[image: External link] region to the north, the Central Sava Valley[image: External link] (Slovene: Zasavje) to the west, and Lower Carniola[image: External link] to the south.

According to the 2003 census, 70,262 people lived in the region, which constitutes 3.5 percent of Slovenia’s population. The region represents approximately 4.5% of Slovenian territory and covers 885 km². It is not densely populated; there are 79 people per km². The inhabitants live in 409 settlements. The following municipalities are part of the Lower Sava Valley: Krško, Brežice, Sevnica, Kostanjevica na Krki[image: External link], Radeče, and Bistrica ob Sotli[image: External link].

The Lower Sava Valley is a popular tourist destination due to its cultural, natural, and historical riches. Local culinary specialties, high-quality wines, and towns with rich heritage offer many opportunities for both fun and relaxation. There are many walking trails, riding trails, golf courses, and spas.
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External links


	Posavje.info - najbolj brane novice iz Posavja[image: External link]

	Posavje - novice, informacije, dogodki (in Slovene only)[image: External link]



Coordinates[image: External link]: 45°57′0″N 15°29′0″E[image: External link]
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League of Communists of Slovenia





The League of Communists of Slovenia ( Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]: Savez komunista Slovenije; Slovene: Zveza komunistov Slovenije, ZKS) was the Slovenian[image: External link] branch of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia[image: External link], the sole legal party of Yugoslavia[image: External link] from 1945 to 1989. It was established in April 1937 as the Communist Party of Slovenia, as the first autonomous sub-national branch of the Yugoslav Communist Party.

Its initial autonomy was further amplified with the Yugoslav constitution of 1974[image: External link], which devolved greater power to the various republic level branches.

In 1989 Slovenia passed amendments to its constitution that asserted its sovereignty over the federation and its right to secede[image: External link]. These amendments were bitterly opposed by the leadership of Serbia[image: External link] under Slobodan Milošević[image: External link]. On 23 January 1990, the Slovene delegation, headed by Milan Kučan[image: External link], left the Party Congress[image: External link] of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia, leading to the collapse of the all-Yugoslav party.

On 4 February 1990 the League of Communists of Slovenia changed its name to the Party of Democratic Reform[image: External link] (Stranka demokratične prenove - SDP), and shortly afterwards began negotiations with the Democratic Opposition of Slovenia[image: External link] for the establishment of a multi-party system. In April 1990, the reformed Communists lost the elections to the DEMOS coalition[image: External link]. In 1992, they ceased to be the largest left wing party and entered a period of radical transformation, which gained momentum with the election of Borut Pahor[image: External link] as the party chairman. Their legal successors are the Social Democrats[image: External link] (SD.)

Party leaders

Main article: Secretary of the League of Communists of Slovenia[image: External link]



	
Franc Leskošek (1943–1946) (1897–1983)

	
Edvard Kardelj[image: External link] (1946–1948) (1910–1979)

	
Miha Marinko (1948–1966) (1900–1983)

	
Albert Jakopič (1966–1968) (1914–1996)

	
Franc Popit (March 1969 – April 1982) (1921–2013)

	
Andrej Marinc (April 1982 – May 1986) (born 1930)

	
Milan Kučan[image: External link] (May 1986 – May 1990) (born 1941)



Other influential leaders


	Boris Kidrič[image: External link]

	Stane Dolanc[image: External link]

	Sergej Kraigher[image: External link]

	Boris Kraigher

	Miha Marinko

	Mitja Ribičič[image: External link]

	Ivan Maček[image: External link]

	Prežihov Voranc[image: External link]

	Dragotin Gustinčič

	Stane Kavčič[image: External link]

	Lidija Šentjurc

	Joža Vilfan

	Mirko Košir

	Angela Vode[image: External link]

	Dušan Kermavner

	France Klopčič[image: External link]

	Dušan Pirjevec[image: External link]
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	List of leaders of communist Yugoslavia[image: External link]

	Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]



References






TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Political parties established in 1937[image: External link]

	Political parties disestablished in 1990[image: External link]

	Parties of one-party systems[image: External link]

	Communist parties in Slovenia[image: External link]

	Organizations based in Ljubljana[image: External link]

	Political history of Slovenia[image: External link]

	1937 establishments in Slovenia[image: External link]

	1990 disestablishments in Slovenia[image: External link]

	League of Communists of Yugoslavia[image: External link]

	Slovenia stubs[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 16 March 2017, at 03:20.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article League of Communists of Slovenia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of_Communists_of_Slovenia [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=League_of_Communists_of_Slovenia [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Etymology

	2 History

	3 Mode and manner

	4 Meaning and effects

	5 Specific Christian groups practicing baptism

	6 Non-practitioners

	7 Comparative summary

	8 Debaptism

	9 Other initiation ceremonies

	10 Mandaean baptism

	11 See also

	12 Notes

	13 References

	14 Further reading

	15 External links





Baptism






This article is about the Christian religious ceremony. For other uses, see Baptism (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For the Baptist churches and denominations, see Baptists[image: External link].

"Baptized" redirects here. For the Daughtry album, see Baptized (album)[image: External link].

Baptism (from the Greek[image: External link] noun βάπτισμα baptisma; see below) is a Christian[image: External link] sacrament[image: External link] of admission[image: External link] and adoption[image: External link],[1] almost invariably with the use of water, into the Christian Church[image: External link] generally.[2][3] The canonical Gospels[image: External link] report that Jesus was baptized[image: External link][4]—a historical event to which a high degree of certainty can be assigned.[5][6][7] Baptism has been called a holy sacrament[image: External link] and an ordinance[image: External link] of Jesus Christ. In some denominations, baptism is also called christening,[8][9] but for others the word "christening" is reserved for the baptism of infants[image: External link].[10] Baptism has also given its name to the Baptist churches and denominations[image: External link].

The usual form of baptism among the earliest Christians[image: External link] was for the candidate to be immersed[image: External link], either totally (submerged completely under the water) or partially (standing or kneeling in water while water was poured on him or her).[a] While John the Baptist[image: External link]'s use of a deep river for his baptism suggests immersion, "The fact that he chose a permanent and deep river suggests that more than a token quantity of water was needed, and both the preposition 'in' (the Jordan) and the basic meaning of the verb 'baptize' probably indicate immersion. In v. 16, Matthew will speak of Jesus 'coming up out of the water'. The traditional depiction in Christian art of John the Baptist pouring water over Jesus' head may therefore be based on later Christian practice."[17] Pictorial and archaeological evidence of Christian baptism from the 3rd century onward indicates that a normal form was to have the candidate stand in water while water was poured over the upper body.[18][19] Other common forms of baptism now in use include pouring water three times on the forehead, a method called affusion[image: External link].

Martyrdom[image: External link] was identified early in Church history as "baptism by blood", enabling martyrs who had not been baptized by water to be saved. Later, the Catholic Church identified a baptism of desire[image: External link], by which those preparing for baptism who die before actually receiving the sacrament are considered saved.[20] As evidenced also in the common Christian practice of infant baptism[image: External link], baptism was universally seen by Christians as in some sense necessary for salvation[image: External link], until Huldrych Zwingli[image: External link] in the 16th century denied its necessity.[21]

Quakers[image: External link] and The Salvation Army[image: External link] practice Baptism with the Holy Spirit[image: External link] instead of baptism with water.[22] Among denominations that practice baptism by water, differences can be found in the manner and mode of baptizing and in the understanding of the significance of the rite. Most Christians baptize "in the name of the Father[image: External link], and of the Son[image: External link], and of the Holy Spirit[image: External link]"[23] (following the Great Commission[image: External link]), but some baptize in Jesus' name only[image: External link]. Much more than half of all Christians baptize infants[image: External link];[b] many others hold that only believer's baptism[image: External link] is true baptism. Some insist on submersion or at least partial immersion of the person who is baptized, others consider that any form of washing by water, as long as the water flows on the head, is sufficient. The term "baptism" has also been used to refer to any ceremony, trial, or experience by which a person is initiated, purified, or given a name.[29]
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The English word baptism is derived indirectly through Latin[image: External link] from the neuter Greek[image: External link] concept noun baptisma (Greek βάπτισμα, "washing-ism"),[c][30] which is a neologism[image: External link] in the New Testament[image: External link] derived from the masculine Greek noun baptismos (βαπτισμός), a term for ritual washing in Greek language texts of Hellenistic Judaism[image: External link] during the Second Temple period[image: External link], such as the Septuagint[image: External link].[31][32] Both of these nouns are derived from the verb baptizō (βαπτίζω, "I wash" transitive verb[image: External link]), which is used in Jewish texts for ritual washing, and in the New Testament[image: External link] both for ritual washing and also for the apparently new rite of baptisma. The Greek verb baptō (βάπτω), "dip", from which the verb baptizo is derived, is in turn hypothetically traced to a reconstructed Indo-European[image: External link] root *gʷabh-, "dip".[33][34][35] The Greek words are used in a great variety of meanings.[36]
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 History




Main article: History of baptism[image: External link]


Baptism has similarities to Tvilah[image: External link], a Jewish purification ritual of immersing in water, which is required for, among other things, conversion to Judaism[image: External link],[37] but which differs in being repeatable, while baptism is to be performed only once.[38] (In fact, the Modern Hebrew[image: External link] term for "baptism" is "Christian Tvilah".)[citation needed[image: External link]] John the Baptist[image: External link], who is considered a forerunner to Christianity, used baptism as the central sacrament of his messianic movement.[39] The apostle Paul distinguished between the baptism of John, ("baptism of repentance") and baptism in the name of Jesus,[40] and it is questionable whether Christian baptism was in some way linked with that of John.[41] Christians consider Jesus to have instituted the sacrament of baptism, though whether Jesus intended to institute a continuing, organized church is a matter of dispute among scholars.[21]

The earliest Christian baptisms were probably normally by immersion[image: External link], complete or partial.[42][43][44][45][46][47][48][49][50] though other modes may have also been used.[51] The first recorded liturgy[image: External link] of baptism, written down by Saint Hippolytus of Rome[image: External link] (170–235) in his Apostolic Tradition[image: External link], required men, women and children to remove all clothing, including all foreign objects such as jewellery and hair fastenings.[52]



	At the hour in which the cock crows, they shall first pray over the water.

	When they come to the water, the water shall be pure and flowing, that is, the water of a spring or a flowing body of water.

	Then they shall take off all their clothes.

	The children shall be baptized first. All of the children who can answer for themselves, let them answer. If there are any children who cannot answer for themselves, let their parents answer for them, or someone else from their family.

	After this, the men will be baptized. Finally, the women, after they have unbound their hair, and removed their jewelry. No one shall take any foreign object with themselves down into the water.





By the third and fourth centuries, baptism involved catechetical[image: External link] instruction as well as chrismation[image: External link], exorcisms[image: External link], laying on of hands[image: External link], and recitation of a creed[image: External link].[53]

In the early middle ages[image: External link] infant baptism became common and the rite was significantly simplified.[54] In Western Europe Affusion[image: External link] became the normal mode of baptism between the twelfth and fourteenth centuries, though immersion was still practiced into the sixteenth.[55] In the sixteenth century, Martin Luther[image: External link] retained baptism as a sacrament,[56] but Swiss reformer Huldrych Zwingli[image: External link] considered baptism and the Lord's supper[image: External link] to be symbolic.[21] Anabaptists[image: External link] denied the validity of the practice of infant baptism, and rebaptized converts.
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Baptism is practiced in several different ways. Aspersion[image: External link] is the sprinkling of water on the head, and affusion[image: External link] is the pouring of water over the head.

The word " immersion[image: External link]" is derived from late Latin[image: External link] immersio, a noun derived from the verb immergere (in – "into" + mergere "dip"). In relation to baptism, some use it to refer to any form of dipping, whether the body is put completely under water or is only partly dipped in water; they thus speak of immersion as being either total or partial. Others, of the Anabaptist belief, use "immersion" to mean exclusively plunging someone entirely under the surface of the water.[57][58] The term "immersion" is also used of a form of baptism in which water is poured over someone standing in water, without submersion of the person.[59][60] On these three meanings of the word "immersion", see Immersion baptism[image: External link].

When "immersion" is used in opposition to "submersion",[61] it indicates the form of baptism in which the candidate stands or kneels in water and water is poured over the upper part of the body. Immersion in this sense has been employed in West and East since at least the 2nd century and is the form in which baptism is generally depicted in early Christian art. In the West, this method of baptism began to be replaced by affusion[image: External link] baptism from around the 8th century, but it continues in use in Eastern Christianity[image: External link].[59][60][62]

The word submersion comes from the late Latin[image: External link] (sub- "under, below" + mergere "plunge, dip")[63] and is also sometimes called "complete immersion". It is the form of baptism in which the water completely covers the candidate's body. Submersion is practiced in the Orthodox and several other Eastern Churches.[64] In the Latin Church[image: External link] of the Catholic Church, baptism by submersion is used in the Ambrosian Rite[image: External link] and is one of the methods provided in the Roman Rite[image: External link] of the baptism of infants. It is seen as obligatory among some groups that have arisen since the Protestant Reformation[image: External link], such as Baptists[image: External link] and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] (LDS Church).
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The Greek-English Lexicon[image: External link] of Liddell and Scott gives the primary meaning of the verb baptizein, from which the English verb "baptize" is derived, as "dip, plunge", and gives examples of plunging a sword into a throat or an embryo and for drawing wine by dipping a cup in the bowl; for New Testament usage it gives two meanings: "baptize", with which it associates the Septuagint[image: External link] mention of Naaman[image: External link] dipping himself in the Jordan River[image: External link], and "perform ablutions", as in Luke 11:38[image: External link].[65]

Although the Greek verb baptizein does not exclusively mean dip, plunge or immerse (it is used with literal and figurative meanings such as "sink", "disable", "overwhelm", "go under", "overborne", "draw from a bowl"),[65][66] lexical sources typically cite this as a meaning of the word in both the Septuagint[image: External link][67][68][69] and the New Testament[image: External link].[70]

"While it is true that the basic root meaning of the Greek words for baptize and baptism is immerse/immersion, it is not true that the words can simply be reduced to this meaning, as can be seen from Mark 10:38–39[image: External link], Luke 12:50[image: External link], Matthew 3:11[image: External link]//Luke 3:16[image: External link], 1 Corinthians 10:2[image: External link]."[71]

Two passages in the Gospels[image: External link] indicate that the verb baptizein did not always indicate submersion. The first is Luke 11:38[image: External link], which tells how a Pharisee, at whose house Jesus ate, "was astonished to see that he did not first wash (ἐβαπτίσθη, aorist passive of βαπτίζω—literally, "was baptized") before dinner". This is the passage that Liddell and Scott cites as an instance of the use of βαπτίζω to mean perform ablutions. Jesus' omission of this action is similar to that of his disciples: "Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash (νίπτω) not their hands when they eat bread" (Mt 15:1–2[image: External link]). The other Gospel passage pointed to is: "The Pharisees...do not eat unless they wash (νίπτω, the ordinary word for washing) their hands thoroughly, observing the tradition of the elders; and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they wash themselves (literally, "baptize themselves"—βαπτίσωνται, passive or middle voice of βαπτίζω)" (Mk 7:3–4[image: External link]).

Scholars of various denominations[72][73][74] claim that these two passages show that invited guests, or people returning from market, would not be expected to immerse themselves ("baptize themselves") totally in water but only to practise the partial immersion of dipping their hands in water or to pour water over them, as is the only form admitted by present Jewish custom.[75] In the second of the two passages, it is actually the hands that are specifically identified as "washed" (Mark 7:3), not the entire person, for whom the verb used is baptizomai, literally "be baptized", "be immersed" (Mark 7:4), a fact obscured by English versions that use "wash" as a translation of both verbs. Zodhiates concludes that the washing of the hands was done by immersing them.[76] The Liddell–Scott–Jones Greek-English Lexicon[image: External link] (1996) cites the other passage (Luke 11:38) as an instance of the use of the verb baptizein to mean "perform ablutions", not "submerge".[77] References to the cleaning of vessels which use βαπτίζω also refer to immersion.[78]

As already mentioned, the lexicographical work of Zodhiates says that, in the second of these two cases, Mark 7:4[image: External link], the verb baptizein indicates that, after coming from the market, the Pharisees washed their hands by immersing them in collected water.[76] Balz & Schneider understand the meaning of βαπτίζω, used in place of ῥαντίσωνται (sprinkle), to be the same as βάπτω, to dip or immerse,[79][80][81] a verb used of the partial dipping of a morsel held in the hand into wine or of a finger into spilled blood.[82]

A possible additional use of the verb baptizein to relate to ritual washing is suggested by Peter Leithart[image: External link] (2007) who suggests that Paul's phrase "Else what shall they do who are baptized for the dead[image: External link]?"[83] relates to Jewish ritual washing.[84] In Jewish Greek the verb baptizein "baptized" has a wider reference than just "baptism" and in Jewish context primarily applies to the masculine noun baptismos "ritual washing"[85] The verb baptizein occurs four times in the Septuagint in the context of ritual washing, baptismos; Judith cleansing herself from menstrual impurity, Naaman[image: External link] washing seven times to be cleansed from leprosy, etc.[86] Additionally, in the New Testament only, the verb baptizein can also relate to the neuter noun baptisma "baptism" which is a neologism[image: External link] unknown in the Septuagint[image: External link] and other pre-Christian Jewish texts.[87] This broadness in the meaning of baptizein is reflected in English Bibles rendering "wash", where Jewish ritual washing is meant: for example Mark 7:4 states that the Pharisees "except they wash (Greek "baptize"), they do not eat",[88] and "baptize" where baptisma, the new Christian rite, is intended.
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Two nouns derived from the verb baptizo (βαπτίζω) appear in the New Testament: the masculine noun baptismos (βαπτισμός) and the neuter noun baptisma (βάπτισμα):


	
baptismos (βαπτισμός) refers in Mark 7:4[image: External link] to a water-rite for the purpose of purification, washing, cleansing, of dishes;[89][90] in the same verse and in Hebrews 9:10[image: External link] to Levitical cleansings of vessels or of the body;[91] and in Hebrews 6:2[image: External link] perhaps also to baptism, though there it may possibly refer to washing an inanimate object.[90] According to Spiros Zodhiates[image: External link] when referring merely to the cleansing of utensils baptismos (βαπτισμός) is equated with rhantismos (ῥαντισμός, "sprinkling"[image: External link]), found only in Hebrews 12:24[image: External link] and 1Peter 1:2[image: External link], a noun used to indicate the symbolic cleansing by the Old Testament priest.[76]


	
baptisma (βάπτισμα), which is a neologism[image: External link] appearing to originate in the New Testament, and probably should not be confused with the earlier Jewish concept of baptismos (βαπτισμός),[92] Later this is found only in writings by Christians.[89] In the New Testament, it appears at least 21 times:

	13 times with regard to the rite practised by John the Baptist[image: External link];[93]


	3 times with reference to the specific Christian rite[94] (4 times if account is taken of its use in some manuscripts of Colossians 2:12[image: External link], where, however, it is most likely to have been changed from the original baptismos than vice versa);[95]


	5 times in a metaphorical sense.[96]






	Manuscript variation: In Colossians 2:12[image: External link], some manuscripts have neuter noun baptisma (βάπτισμα), but some have masculine noun baptismos (βαπτισμός), and this is the reading given in modern critical editions of the New Testament.[97] If this reading is correct, then this is the only New Testament instance in which baptismos (βαπτισμός) is clearly used of Christian baptism, rather than of a generic washing, unless the opinion of some is correct that Hebrews 6:2[image: External link] may also refer to Christian baptism.[90]


	The feminine noun baptisis,[98] along with the masculine noun baptismos[99] both occur in Josephus' Antiquities (J. AJ 18.5.2) relating to the murder of John the Baptist by Herod.[100][101] This feminine form is not used elsewhere by Josephus, nor in the New Testament.[102]




A Christian baptism is administered in one of the following forms, performing the action either once or thrice:[103][104]
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Until the Middle Ages[image: External link], most baptisms were performed with the candidates naked—as is evidenced by most of the early portrayals of baptism (some of which are shown in this article), and the early Church Fathers and other Christian writers. Deaconesses helped female candidates for reasons of modesty.[105]

Typical of these is Cyril of Jerusalem[image: External link] who wrote "On the Mysteries of Baptism" in the 4th century (c. 350 AD):


Do you not know, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into His death? etc....for you are not under the Law, but under grace.

1. Therefore, I shall necessarily lay before you the sequel of yesterday's Lecture, that you may learn of what those things, which were done by you in the inner chamber, were symbolic.

2. As soon, then, as you entered, you put off your tunic; and this was an image of putting off the old man with his deeds.[Col 3:9][image: External link] Having stripped yourselves, you were naked; in this also imitating Christ, who was stripped naked on the Cross, and by His nakedness put off from Himself the principalities and powers, and openly triumphed over them on the tree. For since the adverse powers made their lair in your members, you may no longer wear that old garment; I do not at all mean this visible one, but the old man, which waxes corrupt in the lusts of deceit.[Eph 4:22][image: External link] May the soul which has once put him off, never again put him on, but say with the Spouse of Christ in the Song of Songs, I have put off my garment, how shall I put it on?[Song of Sol 5:3][image: External link] O wondrous thing! You were naked in the sight of all, and were not ashamed; for truly ye bore the likeness of the first-formed Adam, who was naked in the garden, and was not ashamed.

3. Then, when you were stripped, you were anointed with exorcised oil, from the very hairs of your head to your feet, and were made partakers of the good olive-tree, Jesus Christ.

4. After these things, you were led to the holy pool of Divine Baptism, as Christ was carried from the Cross to the Sepulchre which is before our eyes. And each of you was asked, whether he believed in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and you made that saving confession, and descended three times into the water, and ascended again; here also hinting by a symbol at the three days burial of Christ.... And at the self-same moment you were both dying and being born;[106]



The symbolism is threefold:

1. Baptism is considered to be a form of rebirth—"by water and the Spirit"[Jn 3:5][image: External link]—the nakedness of baptism (the second birth) paralleled the condition of one's original birth. For example, St. John Chrysostom calls the baptism "λοχείαν", i.e., giving birth, and "new way of creation...from water and Spirit" ("to John" speech 25,2), and later elaborates:


	

For nothing perceivable was handed over to us by Jesus; but with perceivable things, all of them however conceivable. This is also the way with the baptism; the gift of the water is done with a perceivable thing, but the things being conducted, i.e., the rebirth and renovation, are conceivable. For, if you were without a body, He would hand over these bodiless gifts as naked [gifts] to you. But because the soul is closely linked to the body, He hands over the perceivable ones to you with conceivable things. (Chrysostom to Matthew., speech 82, 4, c. 390 A.D.)







2. The removal of clothing represented the "image of putting off the old man with his deeds" (as per Cyril, above), so the stripping of the body before for baptism represented taking off the trappings of sinful self, so that the "new man", which is given by Jesus, can be put on.

3. As St. Cyril again asserts above, as Adam and Eve in scripture were naked, innocent and unashamed in the Garden of Eden, nakedness during baptism was seen as a renewal of that innocence and state of original sinlessness. Other parallels can also be drawn, such as between the exposed condition of Christ during His crucifixion, and the crucifixion of the "old man" of the repentant sinner in preparation for baptism.

Changing customs and concerns regarding modesty probably contributed to the practice of permitting or requiring the baptismal candidate to either retain their undergarments (as in many Renaissance paintings of baptism such as those by da Vinci, Tintoretto, Van Scorel, Masaccio, de Wit and others) and/or to wear, as is almost universally the practice today, baptismal robes. These robes are most often white, symbolizing purity. Some groups today allow any suitable clothes to be worn, such as trousers and a T-shirt—practical considerations include how easily the clothes will dry (denim is discouraged), and whether they will become see-through when wet.
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Though some form of immersion was likely the most common method of baptism, many of the writings from the ancient church appeared to view the mode of baptism as inconsequential. The Didache 7.1–3 (AD 60–150) allowed for affusion practices in situations where immersion was not practical. Likewise, Tertullian (AD 196–212) allowed for varying approaches to baptism even if those practices did not conform to biblical or traditional mandates (cf. De corona militis 3; De baptismo 17). Finally, Cyprian (ca. AD 256) explicitly stated that the amount of water was inconsequential and defended immersion, affusion, and aspersion practices (Epistle 75.12). As a result, there was no uniform or consistent mode of baptism in the ancient church prior to the fourth century.[107]
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There are differences in views about the effect of baptism for a Christian. Some Christian groups assert baptism is a requirement for salvation and a sacrament[image: External link], and speak of "baptismal regeneration[image: External link]". Its importance is related to their interpretation of the meaning of the "Mystical Body of Christ" as found in the New Testament. This view is shared by the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox[image: External link] denominations, and by Churches formed early during the Protestant Reformation[image: External link] such as Lutheran[image: External link] and Anglican. For example, Martin Luther[image: External link] said:


To put it most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism is to save. No one is baptized in order to become a prince, but as the words say, to "be saved". To be saved, we know, is nothing else than to be delivered from sin, death, and the devil and to enter into the kingdom of Christ and live with him forever.

— Luther's Large Catechism[image: External link], 1529



The Churches of Christ[image: External link],"[108]:p.66[109]:p.112 Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link], Christadelphians[image: External link], and LDS Church[image: External link] also espouse baptism as necessary for salvation.

For Roman Catholics, baptism by water is a sacrament of initiation into the life of the children of God (Catechism of the Catholic Church[image: External link], 1212–13). It configures the person to Christ (CCC 1272), and obliges the Christian to share in the Church's apostolic and missionary activity (CCC 1270). The Catholic holds that there are three types of baptism by which one can be saved: sacramental baptism (with water), baptism of desire (explicit or implicit desire to be part of the Church founded by Jesus Christ), and baptism of blood ( martyrdom[image: External link]). In his encyclical Mystici corporis Christi[image: External link] of June 29, 1943, Pope Pius XII[image: External link] spoke of baptism and profession of the true faith as what makes members of the one true Church, which is the body of Jesus Christ himself, as God the Holy Spirit has taught through the Apostle Paul:



	
18...Through the waters of Baptism those who are born into this world dead in sin are not only born again and made members of the Church, but being stamped with a spiritual seal they become able and fit to receive the other Sacraments. ...


	
22 Actually only those are to be included as members of the Church who have been baptized and profess the true faith, and who have not been so unfortunate as to separate themselves from the unity of the Body, or been excluded by legitimate authority for grave faults committed. 'For in one spirit' says the Apostle, 'were we all baptized into one Body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free.' As therefore in the true Christian community there is only one Body, one Spirit, one Lord, and one Baptism, so there can be only one faith. And therefore if a man refuse to hear the Church let him be considered—so the Lord commands—as a heathen and a publican. It follows that those who are divided in faith or government cannot be living in the unity of such a Body, nor can they be living the life of its one Divine Spirit.
— Mystici corporis Christi (full text in an English translation)[image: External link]







By contrast, Anabaptist[image: External link] and Evangelical[image: External link] Protestants recognize baptism as an outward sign of an inward reality following on an individual believer's experience of forgiving grace. Reformed[image: External link] and Methodist[image: External link] Protestants maintain a link between baptism and regeneration, but insist that it is not automatic or mechanical, and that regeneration may occur at a different time than baptism.[110]

Churches of Christ[image: External link] consistently teach that in baptism a believer surrenders his life in faith and obedience to God, and that God "by the merits of Christ's blood, cleanses one from sin and truly changes the state of the person from an alien to a citizen of God's kingdom. Baptism is not a human work; it is the place where God does the work that only God can do."[108]:p.66 Thus, they see baptism as a passive act of faith rather than a meritorious work; it "is a confession that a person has nothing to offer God".[109]:p.112
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The liturgy[image: External link] of baptism for Catholics, Eastern Orthodox[image: External link], Lutheran[image: External link], Anglican, and Methodist[image: External link] makes clear reference to baptism as not only a symbolic burial and resurrection, but an actual supernatural transformation, one that draws parallels to the experience of Noah[image: External link] and the passage of the Israelites[image: External link] through the Red Sea[image: External link] divided by Moses[image: External link]. Thus, baptism is literally and symbolically not only cleansing, but also dying and rising again with Christ. Catholics believe that baptism is necessary for the cleansing of the taint of original sin[image: External link], and for that reason infant baptism is a common practice. The Eastern Churches (Eastern Orthodox Church[image: External link] and Oriental Orthodoxy[image: External link]) also baptize infants on the basis of texts, such as Matthew 19:14[image: External link], which are interpreted as supporting full Church membership for children. In these denominations, baptism is immediately followed by Chrismation[image: External link] and Communion[image: External link] at the next Divine Liturgy[image: External link], regardless of age. Orthodox likewise believe that baptism removes what they call the ancestral sin of Adam.[111] Anglicans believe that Baptism is also the entry into the Church and therefore allows them access to all rights and responsibilities as full members, including the privilege to receive Holy Communion. Most Methodists and Anglicans agree that it also cleanses the taint of what in the West is called original sin, in the East ancestral sin.

Eastern Orthodox Christians usually insist on complete threefold immersion as both a symbol of death and rebirth into Christ, and as a washing away of sin. Latin Church[image: External link] Catholics generally baptize by affusion (pouring); Eastern Catholics usually by submersion, or at least partial immersion. However, submersion is gaining in popularity within the Latin Catholic Church. In newer church sanctuaries, the baptismal font may be designed to expressly allow for baptism by immersion.[citation needed[image: External link]] Anglicans baptize by submersion, immersion, affusion or sprinkling.

According to evidence which can be traced back to at latest about the year 200,[112] sponsors or godparents are present at baptism and vow to uphold the Christian education and life of the baptized.

Baptists argue that the Greek word βαπτίζω originally meant "to immerse". They interpret some Biblical passages concerning baptism as requiring submersion of the body in water. They also state that only submersion reflects the symbolic significance of being "buried" and "raised" with Christ.[Rom 6:3–4][image: External link] Baptist Churches baptize in the name of the Trinity[image: External link]—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. However, they do not believe that baptism is necessary for salvation; but rather that it is an act of Christian obedience.

Some "Full Gospel[image: External link]" charismatic[image: External link] churches such as Oneness Pentecostals[image: External link] baptize only in the name of Jesus Christ, citing Peter's preaching baptism in the name of Jesus as their authority.[Ac 2:38][image: External link] They also point to several historical sources that maintain that the early church always baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus until development of the Trinity Doctrine in the 2nd century.[113][114]
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In 1982 the World Council of Churches[image: External link] published the ecumenical[image: External link] paper Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry[image: External link]. The preface of the document states:


Those who know how widely the churches have differed in doctrine and practice on baptism, Eucharist and ministry, will appreciate the importance of the large measure of agreement registered here. Virtually all the confessional traditions are included in the Commission's membership. That theologians of such widely different denominations should be able to speak so harmoniously about baptism, Eucharist and ministry is unprecedented in the modern ecumenical movement. Particularly noteworthy is the fact that the Commission also includes among its full members theologians of the Catholic and other churches which do not belong to the World Council of Churches itself.[115]



A 1997 document, Becoming a Christian: The Ecumenical Implications of Our Common Baptism, gave the views of a commission of experts brought together under the aegis of the World Council of Churches. It states:


...according to Acts 2:38[image: External link], baptisms follow from Peter's preaching baptism in the name of Jesus and lead those baptized to the receiving of Christ's Spirit, the Holy Ghost, and life in the community: "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers" [2:42][image: External link] as well as to the distribution of goods to those in need. [2:45][image: External link]



Those who heard, who were baptized and entered the community's life, were already made witnesses of and partakers in the promises of God for the last days: the forgiveness of sins through baptism in the name of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on all flesh.[Ac 2:38][image: External link] Similarly, in what may well be a baptismal pattern, 1 Peter[image: External link] testifies that proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and teaching about new life[1 Pe 1:3–21][image: External link] lead to purification and new birth. [1:22–23][image: External link] This, in turn, is followed by eating and drinking God's food[image: External link], [2:2–3][image: External link] by participation in the life of the community—the royal priesthood, the new temple, the people of God [2:4–10][image: External link]—and by further moral formation. [2:11ff][image: External link] At the beginning of 1 Peter the writer sets this baptism in the context of obedience to Christ and sanctification by the Spirit. [1:2][image: External link] So baptism into Christ is seen as baptism into the Spirit.cf. [1 Co 12:13][image: External link] In the fourth gospel Jesus' discourse with Nicodemus[image: External link] indicates that birth by water and Spirit becomes the gracious means of entry into the place where God rules. [Jn 3:5][image: External link][116]
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Since the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Methodist and Lutheran churches teach that baptism is a sacrament[image: External link] that has actual spiritual and salvific effects, certain key criteria must be complied with for it to be valid, i.e., to actually have those effects. If these key criteria are met, violation of some rules regarding baptism, such as varying the authorized rite for the ceremony, renders the baptism illicit (contrary to the church's laws) but still valid.[citation needed[image: External link]]

One of the criteria for validity is use of the correct form of words. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that the use of the verb "baptize" is essential.[55] Catholics of the Latin Church[image: External link], Anglicans and Methodists use the form "I baptize you...." Eastern Orthodox and some Eastern Catholics[image: External link] use a passive voice[image: External link] form "The Servant/(Handmaiden) of God is baptized in the name of...." or "This person is baptized by my hands...."[citation needed[image: External link]]

Use of the Trinitarian formula[image: External link] "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" is also considered essential; thus these churches do not accept as valid baptisms of non- Trinitarian[image: External link] churches such as Oneness Pentecostals[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Another essential condition is use of water. A baptism in which some liquid that would not usually be called water, such as wine, milk, soup or fruit juice was used would not be considered valid.[117]

Another requirement is that the celebrant intends to perform baptism. This requirement entails merely the intention "to do what the Church does",[118] not necessarily to have Christian faith, since it is not the person baptizing, but the Holy Spirit working through the sacrament, who produces the effects of the sacrament. Doubt about the faith of the baptizer is thus no ground for doubt about the validity of the baptism.[119]

Some conditions expressly do not affect validity—for example, whether submersion, immersion, affusion or aspersion is used. However, if water is sprinkled, there is a danger that the water may not touch the skin of the unbaptized. As has been stated, "it is not sufficient for the water to merely touch the candidate; it must also flow, otherwise there would seem to be no real ablution. At best, such a baptism would be considered doubtful. If the water touches only the hair, the sacrament has probably been validly conferred, though in practice the safer course must be followed. If only the clothes of the person have received the aspersion, the baptism is undoubtedly void."[117] For many communions, validity is not affected if a single submersion or pouring is performed rather than a triple, but in Orthodoxy this is controversial.[citation needed[image: External link]]

According to the Catholic Church, baptism imparts an indelible "seal"[image: External link] upon the soul of the baptized and therefore a person who has already been baptized cannot be validly baptized again. This teaching was affirmed against the Donatists[image: External link] who practiced rebaptism. The grace received in baptism is believed to operate ex opere operato and is therefore considered valid even if administered in heretical or schismatic groups.[120]
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The Catholic[image: External link], Lutheran[image: External link], Anglican, Presbyterian[image: External link] and Methodist[image: External link] Churches accept baptism performed by other denominations within this group as valid, subject to certain conditions, including the use of the Trinitarian formula. It is only possible to be baptized once, thus people with valid baptisms from other denominations may not be baptized again upon conversion or transfer. Such people are accepted upon making a profession of faith and, if they have not yet validly received the sacrament of confirmation or chrismation, by being confirmed. In some cases it can be difficult to decide if the original baptism was in fact valid; if there is doubt, conditional baptism[image: External link] is administered, with a formula on the lines of "If you are not yet baptized, I baptize you...."[121]

In the still recent past, it was common practice in the Roman Catholic Church to baptize conditionally almost every convert from Protestantism because of a perceived difficulty in judging about the validity in any concrete case. In the case of the major Protestant Churches, agreements involving assurances about the manner in which they administer baptism has ended this practice, which sometimes continues for other groups of Protestants. The Catholic Church has always recognized the validity of baptism in the Churches of Eastern Christianity[image: External link], but it has explicitly denied the validity of the baptism conferred in the LDS Church.[122]

Practice in the Eastern Orthodox Church[image: External link] for converts from other communions is not uniform. However, generally baptisms performed in the name of the Holy Trinity are accepted by the Orthodox Christian Church. If a convert has not received the sacrament (mysterion) of baptism, he or she must be baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity before they may enter into communion with the Orthodox Church. If he has been baptized in another Christian confession (other than Orthodox Christianity) his previous baptism is considered retroactively filled with grace by chrismation[image: External link] or, in rare circumstances, confession of faith[image: External link] alone as long as the baptism was done in the name of the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). The exact procedure is dependent on local canons[image: External link] and is the subject of some controversy.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Oriental Orthodox Churches[image: External link] recognise the validity of baptisms performed within the Eastern Orthodox Communion. Some also recognise baptisms performed by Catholic Churches. Any supposed baptism not performed using the Trinitarian formula is considered invalid.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the eyes of the Catholic Church, all Orthodox Churches, Anglican and Lutheran Churches, the baptism conferred by the LDS Church is invalid.[123] An article published together with the official declaration to that effect gave reasons for that judgment, summed up in the following words: "The Baptism of the Catholic Church and that of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints differ essentially, both for what concerns faith in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in whose name Baptism is conferred, and for what concerns the relationship to Christ who instituted it."[124]

The LDS Church stresses that baptism must be administered by one having proper authority; consequently, the church does not recognize the baptism of any other church as valid.[125]

Jehovah's Witnesses do not recognise any other baptism occurring after 1914[126] as valid,[127] as they believe that they are now the one true church of Christ,[128] and that the rest of "Christendom" is false religion.[129]
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There is debate among Christian churches as to who can administer baptism. The examples given in the New Testament only show apostles and deacons administering baptism. Ancient Christian churches interpret this as indicating that baptism should be performed by the clergy except in extremis, i.e., when the one being baptized is in immediate danger of death[image: External link]. Then anyone may baptize, provided, in the view of the Eastern Orthodox Church, the person who does the baptizing is a member of that Church, or, in the view of the Catholic Church, that the person, even if not baptized, intends to do what the Church does in administering the rite. Many Protestant churches see no specific prohibition in the biblical examples and permit any believer to baptize another.

In the Roman Catholic Church, canon law[image: External link] for the Latin Church[image: External link] lays down that the ordinary minister of baptism is a bishop, priest or deacon,[130] but its administration is one of the functions "especially entrusted to the parish priest[image: External link]".[131] If the person to be baptized is at least fourteen years old, that person's baptism is to be referred to the bishop, so that he can decide whether to confer the baptism himself.[132] If no ordinary minister is available, a catechist[image: External link] or some other person whom the local ordinary[image: External link] has appointed for this purpose may licitly do the baptism; indeed in a case of necessity any person (irrespective of that person's religion) who has the requisite intention may confer the baptism[133] By "a case of necessity" is meant imminent danger of death because of either illness or an external threat. "The requisite intention" is, at the minimum level, the intention "to do what the Church does" through the rite of baptism.

In the Eastern Catholic Churches[image: External link], a deacon is not considered an ordinary minister. Administration of the sacrament is reserved to the Parish Priest or to another priest to whom he or the local hierarch[image: External link] grants permission, a permission that can be presumed if in accordance with canon law. However, "in case of necessity, baptism can be administered by a deacon or, in his absence or if he is impeded, by another cleric, a member of an institute of consecrated life, or by any other Christian faithful; even by the mother or father, if another person is not available who knows how to baptize."[134]

The discipline of the Eastern Orthodox Church[image: External link], Oriental Orthodoxy[image: External link] and the Assyrian Church of the East[image: External link] is similar to that of the Eastern Catholic Churches. They require the baptizer, even in cases of necessity, to be of their own faith, on the grounds that a person cannot convey what he himself does not possess, in this case membership in the Church.[135] The Latin Catholic Church does not insist on this condition, considering that the effect of the sacrament, such as membership of the Church, is not produced by the person who baptizes, but by the Holy Spirit. For the Orthodox, while Baptism in extremis may be administered by a deacon or any lay-person, if the newly baptized person survives, a priest must still perform the other prayers of the Rite of Baptism, and administer the Mystery[image: External link] of Chrismation[image: External link].

The discipline of Anglicanism and Lutheranism[image: External link] is similar to that of the Latin Catholic Church. For Methodists[image: External link] and many other Protestant denominations, too, the ordinary minister of baptism is a duly ordained or appointed minister of religion.

Newer movements of Protestant Evangelical[image: External link] churches, particularly non-denominational, allow laypeople to baptize.

In the LDS Church, only a man who has been ordained to the Aaronic priesthood[image: External link] holding the priesthood office of priest[image: External link] or higher office in the Melchizedek priesthood[image: External link] may administer baptism.[136]

A Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link] baptism is performed by a "dedicated male" adherent.[137][138] Only in extraordinary circumstances would a "dedicated" baptizer be unbaptized (see section Jehovah's Witnesses).
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Anabaptists[image: External link] ("re-baptizers") and Baptists[image: External link] promote adult baptism, or "believer's baptism[image: External link]". Baptism is seen as an act identifying one as having accepted Jesus Christ as Savior.

Early Anabaptists were given that name because they re-baptized persons who they felt had not been properly baptized, having received infant baptism, sprinkling.[139]

Anabaptists perform baptisms indoors in a baptismal font, a swimming pool, or a bathtub, or outdoors in a creek or river. Baptism memorializes the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.[Rom 6][image: External link] Baptism does not accomplish anything in itself, but is an outward personal sign or testimony that the person's sins have already been washed away by the blood of Christ's cross.[140] It is considered a covenantal act, signifying entrance into the New Covenant[image: External link] of Christ.[140][141]
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For the majority of Baptists, Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.[Mt 28:19][image: External link] It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to the believer's faith in the final resurrection of the dead.[142]

Furthermore, for a new convert the general practice is that baptism also allows the person to be a registered member of the local Baptist congregation (though some churches have adopted "new members classes" as a mandatory step for congregational membership).

Regarding rebaptism the general rules are:


	baptisms by other than immersion are not recognized as valid and therefore rebaptism by immersion is required; and

	baptisms by immersion in other denominations may be considered valid if performed prior to the person having professed faith in Jesus Christ (though among the more conservative groups such as Independent Baptists[image: External link], rebaptism may be required by the local congregation if performed in a non-Baptist church – and, in extreme cases, even if performed within a Baptist church that wasn't an Independent Baptist congregation)
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Baptism in Churches of Christ[image: External link] is performed only by full bodily immersion,[143]:p.107[144]:p.124 based on the Koine Greek[image: External link] verb baptizo which is understood to mean to dip, immerse, submerge or plunge.[145][146]:p.139[147]:p.313–314[148]:p.22[149]:p.45–46 Submersion is seen as more closely conforming to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus than other modes of baptism.[145][146]:p.140[147]:p.314–316 Churches of Christ argue that historically immersion was the mode used in the 1st century, and that pouring and sprinkling later emerged as secondary modes when immersion was not possible.[146]:p.140 Over time these secondary modes came to replace immersion.[146]:p.140 Only those mentally capable of belief and repentance are baptized (i.e., infant baptism[image: External link] is not practiced because the New Testament has no precedent for it).[144]:p.124[145][147]:p.318–319[150]:p.195

Churches of Christ have historically had the most conservative position on baptism among the various branches of the Restoration Movement[image: External link], understanding baptism by immersion to be a necessary part of conversion.[108]:p.61 The most significant disagreements concerned the extent to which a correct understanding of the role of baptism is necessary for its validity.[108]:p.61 David Lipscomb[image: External link] insisted that if a believer was baptized out of a desire to obey God, the baptism was valid, even if the individual did not fully understand the role baptism plays in salvation.[108]:p.61 Austin McGary[image: External link] contended that to be valid, the convert must also understand that baptism is for the forgiveness of sins.[108]:p.62 McGary's view became the prevailing one in the early 20th century, but the approach advocated by Lipscomb never totally disappeared.[108]:p.62 As such, the general practice among churches of Christ is to require rebaptism by immersion of converts, even those who were previously baptized by immersion in other churches.

More recently, the rise of the International Churches of Christ[image: External link] (who "saw themselves as the only true Christians and insisted on reimmersing all who come into their fellowship, even those previously immersed 'for remission of sins' in a Church of Christ") has caused some to reexamine the issue.[108]:p.66

Churches of Christ consistently teach that in baptism a believer surrenders his life in faith and obedience to God, and that God "by the merits of Christ's blood, cleanses one from sin and truly changes the state of the person from an alien to a citizen of God's kingdom. Baptism is not a human work; it is the place where God does the work that only God can do."[108]:p.66 Baptism is a passive act of faith rather than a meritorious work; it "is a confession that a person has nothing to offer God."[109]:p.112 While Churches of Christ do not describe baptism as a "sacrament", their view of it can legitimately be described as "sacramental."[108]:p.66[148]:p.186 They see the power of baptism coming from God, who chose to use baptism as a vehicle, rather than from the water or the act itself,[148]:p.186 and understand baptism to be an integral part of the conversion process, rather than just a symbol of conversion.[148]:p.184 A recent trend is to emphasize the transformational aspect of baptism: instead of describing it as just a legal requirement or sign of something that happened in the past, it is seen as "the event that places the believer 'into Christ' where God does the ongoing work of transformation."[108]:p.66 There is a minority that downplays the importance of baptism in order to avoid sectarianism, but the broader trend is to "reexamine the richness of the biblical teaching of baptism and to reinforce its central and essential place in Christianity."[108]:p.66

Because of the belief that baptism is a necessary part of salvation, some Baptists hold that the Churches of Christ endorse the doctrine of baptismal regeneration[image: External link].[151] However, members of the Churches of Christ reject this, arguing that since faith and repentance are necessary, and that the cleansing of sins is by the blood of Christ through the grace of God, baptism is not an inherently redeeming ritual.[146]:p.133[151][152]:p.630,631 Rather, their inclination is to point to the biblical passage in which Peter, analogizing baptism to Noah's flood, posits that "likewise baptism doth also now save us" but parenthetically clarifies that baptism is "not the putting away of the filth of the flesh but the response of a good conscience toward God" (1 Peter 3:21).[153] One author from the churches of Christ describes the relationship between faith and baptism this way, "Faith is the reason why a person is a child of God; baptism is the time at which one is incorporated into Christ and so becomes a child of God" (italics are in the source).[150]:p.170 Baptism is understood as a confessional expression of faith and repentance,[150]:p.179–182 rather than a "work" that earns salvation.[150]:p.170
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Main article: Reformed baptismal theology[image: External link]


In Reformed baptismal theology[image: External link], baptism is seen as primarily God's offer of union with Christ[image: External link] and all his benefits to the baptized. This offer is believed to be intact even when it is not received in faith by the person baptized.[154] Reformed theologians believe the Holy Spirit brings into effect the promises signified in baptism.[155] Baptism is held by almost the entire Reformed tradition to effect regeneration, even in infants who are incapable of faith, by effecting faith which would come to fruition later.[156] Baptism also initiates one into the visible church[image: External link] and the covenant of grace[image: External link].[157] Baptism is seen as a replacement of circumcision[image: External link], which is considered the rite of initiation into the covenant of grace in the Old Testament.[158]

Reformed Christians believe that immersion is not necessary for baptism to be properly performed, but that pouring or sprinkling are acceptable.[159] Only ordained ministers are permitted to administer baptism in Reformed churches, with no allowance for emergency baptism, though baptisms performed by non-ministers are generally considered valid.[160] Reformed churches, while rejecting the baptismal ceremonies of the Roman Catholic church, accept the validity of baptisms performed with them and do not rebaptize.[161]
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See also: Parish register[image: External link]


In Catholic teaching, baptism is stated to be "necessary for salvation by actual reception or at least by desire".[162] This teaching is based on Jesus' words in the Gospel according to John[image: External link]: "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God."[Jn 3:5][image: External link] It dates back to the teachings and practices of 1st-century Christians, and the connection between salvation and baptism was not, on the whole, an item of major dispute until Huldrych Zwingli[image: External link] denied the necessity of baptism, which he saw as merely a sign granting admission to the Christian community.[21] The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that "Baptism is necessary for salvation for those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of asking for this sacrament."[20] The Council of Trent[image: External link] also states in the Decree Concerning Justification from session six that baptism is necessary for salvation.[163] A person who knowingly, willfully and unrepentantly rejects baptism has no hope of salvation. However, if knowledge is absent, "those also can attain to salvation who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of Christ or His Church, yet sincerely seek God and moved by grace strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known to them through the dictates of conscience."[164]

The Catechism of the Catholic Church also states: "Since Baptism signifies liberation from sin and from its instigator the devil, one or more exorcisms[image: External link] are pronounced over the candidate".[165] In the Roman Rite[image: External link] of the baptism of a child, the wording of the prayer of exorcism is: "Almighty and ever-living God, you sent your only Son into the world to cast out the power of Satan, spirit of evil, to rescue man from the kingdom of darkness and bring him into the splendour of your kingdom of light. We pray for this child: set him (her) free from original sin, make him (her) a temple of your glory, and send your Holy Spirit to dwell with him (her). Through Christ our Lord."[166]

Catholics are baptized in water, by submersion, immersion or affusion, in the name (singular) of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit[167]—not three gods, but one God subsisting in three Persons[image: External link]. While sharing in the one divine essence, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct, not simply three "masks" or manifestations of one divine being. The faith of the Church and of the individual Christian is based on a relationship with these three "Persons" of the one God. Adults can also be baptized through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults[image: External link].

It is claimed that Pope Stephen I[image: External link], St. Ambrose[image: External link] and Pope Nicholas I[image: External link] declared that baptisms in the name of "Jesus" only as well as in the name of "Father, Son and Holy Spirit" were valid. The correct interpretation of their words is disputed.[55] Current canonical law[image: External link] requires the Trinitarian formula and water for validity.[162]

The Church recognizes two equivalents of baptism with water: "baptism of blood" and "baptism of desire[image: External link]". Baptism of blood is that undergone by unbaptized individuals who are martyred[image: External link] for their faith, while baptism of desire generally applies to catechumens[image: External link] who die before they can be baptized. The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes these two forms:


The Church has always held the firm conviction that those who suffer death for the sake of the faith without having received Baptism are baptized by their death for and with Christ. This Baptism of blood, like the desire for Baptism, brings about the fruits of Baptism without being a sacrament. (1258)




For catechumens who die before their Baptism, their explicit desire to receive it, together with repentance for their sins, and charity, assures them the salvation that they were not able to receive through the sacrament. (1259)



The Catholic Church holds that those who are ignorant of Christ's Gospel and of the Church, but who seek the truth and do God's will as they understand it, may be supposed to have an implicit desire for baptism and can be saved: "'Since Christ died for all, and since all men are in fact called to one and the same destiny, which is divine, we must hold that the Holy Spirit offers to all the possibility of being made partakers, in a way known to God, of the Paschal mystery.' Every man who is ignorant of the Gospel of Christ and of his Church, but seeks the truth and does the will of God in accordance with his understanding of it, can be saved. It may be supposed that such persons would have desired Baptism explicitly if they had known its necessity."[168] As for unbaptized infants, the Church is unsure of their fate; "the Church can only entrust them to the mercy of God".[169]
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Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link] believe that baptism should be performed by complete immersion (submersion) only when an individual is old enough to understand its significance. They believe that water baptism is an outward symbol that a person has made an unconditional dedication through Jesus Christ to do the will of God. They consider baptism to constitute ordination as a minister.[170]

Prospective candidates for baptism must express their desire to be baptized well in advance of a planned baptismal event, to allow for congregation elders[image: External link] to assess their suitability.[171] Elders approve candidates for baptism if the candidates are considered to understand what is expected of members of the religion and to demonstrate sincere dedication to the faith.[172]

Most baptisms among Jehovah's Witnesses are performed at scheduled assemblies and conventions by elders and ministerial servants[173][174][175] and rarely occur at local Kingdom Halls[image: External link].[176] Prior to baptism, at the conclusion of a pre-baptism talk, candidates must affirm two questions:[177]



	On the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, have you repented of your sins and dedicated yourself to Jehovah to do his will?

	Do you understand that your dedication and baptism identify you as one of Jehovah's Witnesses in association with God's spirit-directed organization?





Only baptized males may baptize new members. Baptizers and candidates wear swimsuits or other informal clothing for baptism, but are directed to avoid clothing that is considered undignified or revealing.[178][179][180] Generally, candidates are individually immersed by a single baptizer,[178] unless a candidate has special circumstances such as a physical disability[image: External link].[181] In circumstances of extended isolation, a qualified candidate's dedication and stated intention to become baptized may serve to identify him as a member of Jehovah's Witnesses, even if immersion itself must be delayed.[182] In rare instances, unbaptized males who had stated such an intention have reciprocally baptized each other, with both baptisms accepted as valid.[183] Individuals who had been baptized in the 1930s and 1940s by female Witnesses, such as in concentration camps, were later re-baptized but recognized their original baptism dates.[137]
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Main article: Baptism in Mormonism[image: External link]


In The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] (LDS Church), baptism has the main purpose of remitting the sins[image: External link] of the participant. It is followed by confirmation[image: External link], which inducts the person into membership in the church and constitutes a baptism with the Holy Spirit[image: External link]. Latter-day Saints believe that baptism must be by full immersion, and by a precise ritualized ordinance: if some part of the participant is not fully immersed, or the ordinance was not recited verbatim, the ritual must be repeated.[184] It typically occurs in a baptismal font[image: External link].

In addition, members of the LDS Church do not believe a baptism is valid unless it is performed by a Latter-day Saint one who has proper authority (a priest[image: External link] or elder[image: External link]).[185] Authority is passed down through a form of apostolic succession[image: External link]. All new converts to the faith must be baptized or re-baptized[image: External link]. Baptism is seen as symbolic both of Jesus' death, burial and resurrection[image: External link][186] and is also symbolic of the baptized individual discarding their "natural" self and donning a new identity as a disciple of Jesus.

According to Latter-day Saint theology, faith[image: External link] and repentance[image: External link] are prerequisites to baptism. The ritual does not cleanse the participant of original sin[image: External link], as Latter-day Saints do not believe the doctrine of original sin. Mormonism rejects infant baptism[image: External link][187][188] and baptism must occur after the age of accountability[image: External link], defined in Latter-day Saint scripture as eight years old.[189][190]

Latter-day Saint theology also teaches baptism for the dead[image: External link] in which deceased ancestors are baptized vicariously by the living, and believe that their practice is what Paul wrote of in 1 Corinthians 15:29[image: External link]. This occurs in Latter-day Saint temples[image: External link].[191][192]
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Quakers[image: External link] (members of the Religious Society of Friends[image: External link]) do not believe in the baptism of either children or adults with water, rejecting all forms of outward sacraments[image: External link] in their religious life. Robert Barclay[image: External link]'s Apology for the True Christian Divinity (a historic explanation of Quaker theology from the 17th century), explains Quakers' opposition to baptism with water thus:


"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire".[Mt 3:11][image: External link] Here John mentions two manners of baptizings and two different baptisms, the one with water, and the other with the Spirit, the one whereof he was the minister of, the other whereof Christ was the minister of: and such as were baptized with the first were not therefore baptized with the second: "I indeed baptize you, but he shall baptize you." Though in the present time they were baptized with the baptism of water, yet they were not as yet, but were to be, baptized with the baptism of Christ.

— Robert Barclay[image: External link], 1678[193]



Barclay[image: External link] argued that water baptism was only something that happened until the time of Christ, but that now, people are baptised inwardly by the spirit of Christ, and hence there is no need for the external sacrament of water baptism, which Quakers[image: External link] argue is meaningless.
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The Salvation Army[image: External link] does not practice water baptism, or indeed other outward sacraments[image: External link]. William Booth[image: External link] and Catherine Booth[image: External link], the founders of the Salvation Army[image: External link], believed that many Christians had come to rely on the outward signs of spiritual grace rather than on grace itself. They believed what was important was spiritual grace itself. However, although the Salvation Army[image: External link] does not practice baptism, they are not opposed to baptism within other Christian denominations.[194]
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There are some Christians termed " Hyperdispensationalists[image: External link]" who accept only Paul's Epistles as applicable for the church today. They do not accept baptism or the Lord's Supper, since these are not found in the Prison Epistles.[195] They also teach that Peter's gospel message was not the same as Paul's.[196] Hyperdispensationalists assert:


	The great commission[Matthew 28:18–20[image: External link]] and its baptism is directed to early Jewish believers, not the Gentile believers of mid-Acts or later.

	The baptism of Acts 2:36–38[image: External link] is Peter's call for Israel to repent of complicity in the death of the Messiah; not as a Gospel announcement of atonement[image: External link] for sin, a later doctrine revealed by Paul.



Water baptism found early in the Book of Acts is, according to this view, now supplanted by the one baptism[1 Cor 12:13][image: External link] foretold by John the Baptist.[197] The one baptism for today, it is asserted, is the "baptism of the Holy Spirit[image: External link]".[Ac 11:15–16][image: External link]

Many in this group also argue that John's promised baptism by fire[image: External link] is pending, referring to the destruction of the world by fire.[198]

John, as he said "baptized with water", as did Jesus's disciples to the early, Jewish Christian church. Jesus himself never personally baptized with water, but did so through his disciples.[Jn 4:1–2][image: External link] Unlike Jesus' first Apostles, Paul, his Apostle to the Gentiles, was sent to preach rather than to baptize[1 Co 1:17][image: External link] but did occasionally baptize, for instance in Corinth [1:14–16][image: External link] and in Philippi,[Ac 16:13][image: External link] in the same manner as they.cf.[Mt 28:19][image: External link] He also taught the spiritual significance of the submerging in baptism and how one contacts the atoning death of Christ in such.[Rom 6:4][image: External link]

Other Hyperdispensationalists believe that baptism was necessary only for a short period between Christ's ascension and mid-Acts. The great commission [Mt 28:18–20][image: External link] and its baptism was directed to early Jewish believers, not the Gentile believers of mid-Acts or later. Any Jew who believed did not receive salvation[Mk 16:16][image: External link] [1 Pe 3:21][image: External link] or the Holy Spirit[Ac 2:38][image: External link] until they were baptized. This period ended with the calling of Paul. [9:17–18][image: External link] Peter's reaction when the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit before baptism [10:44–48][image: External link] is worthy of note.
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Comparative Summary of Baptisms of Denominations of Christian Influence.[199][200][201] (This section does not give a complete listing of denominations, and therefore, it only mentions a fraction of the churches practicing "believer's baptism".)



	Denomination
	Beliefs about baptism
	Type of baptism
	Baptize infants?
	Baptism regenerates / gives spiritual life
	Standard



	African Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link][202]
	Baptism is a regeneration sign and a profession of faith.
	Immersion, sprinkling, or pouring
	Yes
	Yes
	Trinity



	Anabaptist[image: External link]
	Baptism is considered by the majority of Anabaptist Churches (anabaptist means to baptize again) to be essential to Christian faith but not to salvation. It is considered to be an ordinance[image: External link]. The Anabaptists stood firmly against infant baptism in a time when the Church and State were one and when people were made a citizen through baptism into the officially sanctioned Church (Reformed or Catholic). By Alter in "Why Baptist?" pgs 52-58.
	By submersion or immersion.
	No
	No. Belief and repentance are believed to precede and follow baptism.
	Trinity



	Anglicanism
	"Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby Christian men are discerned from others that be not christened, but it is also a sign of Regeneration or New-Birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed; Faith is confirmed, and Grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God."[200]
	By submersion, immersion or pouring.
	Yes (in most provinces[image: External link])
	Yes (in most provinces)
	Trinity



	Baptists[image: External link]
	A divine ordinance, a symbolic ritual, a mechanism for publicly declaring one's faith, and a sign of having already been saved, but not necessary for salvation.
	By submersion only.
	No
	No
	Trinity



	Brethren[image: External link][203]
	Baptism is an ordinance performed upon adults in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is a commitment to live Christ's teachings responsibly and joyfully.
	Immersion only
	No
	Yes
	Trinity



	Calvary Chapel[image: External link][204]
	Baptism is disregarded as necessary for salvation but instead recognizes as an outward sign of an inward change
	Immersion only
	No
	No
	Trinity



	Christadelphians[image: External link]
	Baptism is essential for the salvation of a believer.[205] It is only effective if somebody believes the true gospel message before they are baptized.[206] Baptism is an external symbol of an internal change in the believer: it represents a death to an old, sinful way of life, and the start of a new life as a Christian, summed up as the repentance of the believer—it therefore leads to forgiveness from God, who forgives people who repent.[207] Although someone is only baptized once, a believer must live by the principles of their baptism (i.e.,death to sin, and a new life following Jesus) throughout their life.[208]
	By submersion only[209]
	No[209]
	Yes
	The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (although Christadelphians do not believe in the Nicean trinity)



	Denomination (continued)
	Beliefs about baptism
	Type of baptism
	Baptize infants?
	Baptism regenerates / gives spiritual life
	Standard



	Churches of Christ[image: External link]
	Baptism is the remissions for sins, it washes away sins and gives spiritual life; it is a symbolization through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.[210] Churches of Christ have historically had the most conservative position on baptism among the various branches of the Restoration Movement[image: External link], understanding baptism by immersion to be a necessary part of conversion.[108]:p.61
	By immersion only[143]:p.107[144]:p.124[145]
	No[144]:p.124[145][147]:p.318–319[150]:p.195
	Yes; because of the belief that baptism is a necessary part of salvation, some Baptists hold that the Churches of Christ endorse the doctrine of baptismal regeneration[image: External link].[151] However, members of the Churches of Christ reject this, arguing that since faith and repentance are necessary, and that the cleansing of sins is by the blood of Christ through the grace of God, baptism is not an inherently redeeming ritual.[146]:p.133[151][152]:p.630,631 Baptism is understood as a confessional expression of faith and repentance,[150]:p.179–182 rather than a "work" that earns salvation.[150]:p.170
	Trinity



	The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link]
	An ordinance essential to enter the Celestial Kingdom of Heaven and preparatory for receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands.
	By immersion performed by a person holding proper priesthood authority.[125]
	No (at least 8 years old)
	Yes
	Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost (the LDS Church does not teach a belief in the Nicean[image: External link] trinity[image: External link], but rather a belief in the Godhead[image: External link])[211]



	Christian Missionary Alliance[image: External link][212]
	Water baptism identifies a person as a disciple of Christ and celebrates the passage from an old life into a new life in Christ. Simply stated, it is an outward sign of an inward change.
	Immersion
	No
	No
	Trinity



	Community Churches[image: External link][213]
	Not necessary for salvation but rather is a sign as a Christ's followers. It is an act of obedience to Christ that follows one's acceptance of salvation by God's grace. Baptism is a symbolization of cleansing of the spirit through God's divine forgiveness and a new life through Christ's death, burial, and resurrection.
	Immersion only
	No
	Yes
	Trinity



	Disciples of Christ[image: External link][214]
	Baptism is a symbolization of Christ[image: External link]'s death, burial, and resurrection. It also signifies new birth, cleansing from sin, individual's response to God's grace, and acceptance into the faith community.
	Mostly immersion; others pouring. Most Disciples believe that believer's baptism[image: External link] and the practice of immersion were used in the New Testament[image: External link].
	No
	Yes
	Trinity



	Eastern Orthodox Church[image: External link][215]
	Baptism is the initiator the salvation experience and for the remissions of sins and is the actual supernatural transformation
	Immersion
	Yes
	Yes
	Trinity



	Evangelical Free Church[image: External link][216]
	An outward expression of an individual's inward faith to God's grace.
	Submersion only
	No
	No
	Trinity



	Foursquare Gospel Church[image: External link][217]
	Baptism is required as a public commitment to Christ's role as Redeemer and King
	Immersion only
	No
	Yes
	Trinity



	Grace Communion International[image: External link][218]
	Baptism proclaims the good news that Christ has made everyone his own and that it is only Him that everybody's new life of faith and obedience merges.
	Immersion only
	No
	Yes
	Trinity



	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	Baptism is necessary for salvation as part of the entire baptismal arrangement: as an expression of obedience to Jesus' command (Matthew 28:19–20), as a public symbol of the saving faith in the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Romans 10:10), and as an indication of repentance from dead works and the dedication of one's life to Jehovah. (1 Peter 2:21) However, baptism does not guarantee salvation.[219]
	By submersion only; typical candidates are baptized at district and circuit conventions.[220]
	No
	No
	Jesus



	Denomination (continued)
	Beliefs about baptism
	Type of baptism
	Baptize infants?
	Baptism regenerates / gives spiritual life
	Standard



	Lutherans[image: External link]
	The entry sacrament[image: External link] into the Church by which a person receives forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation.[221][222][223]
	By sprinkling, pouring or immersion.[224]
	Yes[223]
	Yes[223]
	Trinity



	Methodists[image: External link] and Wesleyans[image: External link]
	The Sacrament of initiation into Christ's holy Church whereby one is incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the spirit. Baptism washes away sin and clothes one in the righteousness of Christ.
	By sprinkling, pouring, or immersion.[225]
	Yes[226]
	Yes, although contingent upon repentance[image: External link] and a personal acceptance[image: External link] of Christ[image: External link] as Saviour.[227][228]
	Trinity



	Metropolitan Community Church[image: External link]
	Baptism is conducted in the order of worship.
	sprinkling, pouring, or immersion
	Yes
	Yes
	Trinity



	Moravian Church[image: External link][229]
	The individual receives the pledge of the forgiveness of sins and admission through God's covenant through the blood of Jesus Christ
	sprinkling, pour, or immersion
	Yes
	Yes
	Trinity



	Nazarenes[image: External link][230]
	Baptism signifies the acceptance of Christ Jesus as Saviour and are willingly to obey him righteously and in holiness.
	sprinkling, pouring, or immersion
	Yes
	Yes
	Trinity



	Oneness Pentecostals[image: External link]
	Necessary for salvation because it conveys spiritual rebirth.[citation needed[image: External link]] Being baptized is an ordinance directed and established by Jesus and the Apostles.[231]
	By submersion. Also stress the necessity of a baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 8:14–17, 35–38).[231]
	No
	Yes
	Jesus[232]



	Pentecostals (Trinitarian)[image: External link][d]
	Water Baptism is an ordinance, a symbolic ritual used to witness to having accepted Christ as personal Savior.[citation needed[image: External link]]
	By submersion. Also stress the necessity of a "second" Baptism of a special outpouring from the Holy Spirit.[233]
	No
	Varies
	Trinity



	Reformed[image: External link] (includes Presbyterian[image: External link] churches)
	A sacrament and means of grace. A sign and a seal of the remission of sins, regeneration, admission into the visible church, and the covenant of grace. It is an outward sign of an inward grace.[234]
	By sprinkling, pouring, immersion or submersion[234]
	Yes
	Yes, the outward means by which the Holy Spirit inwardly accomplishes regeneration and remission of sins[235]
	Trinity



	Quakers[image: External link] (Religious Society of Friends)
	Only an external symbol that is no longer to be practiced[236]
	Do not believe in Baptism of water, but only in an inward, ongoing purification of the human spirit in a life of discipline led by the Holy Spirit.[236]
	–
	–
	–



	Denomination (continued)
	Beliefs about baptism
	Type of baptism
	Baptize infants?
	Baptism regenerates / gives spiritual life
	Standard



	Roman Catholic Church[image: External link]
	"Necessary for salvation for those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of asking for this sacrament"[20]
	Usually by pouring in the West, by submersion or immersion in the East; sprinkling admitted only if the water then flows on the head.[237][238]
	Yes
	Yes
	Trinity



	Seventh-day Adventists[image: External link]
	Not stated as the prerequisite to salvation, but a prerequisite for becoming a member of the church, although nonmembers are still accepted in the church. It symbolizes death to sin and new birth in Jesus Christ.[239] "It affirms joining the family of God and sets on apart for a life of ministry."[239]
	By submersion.[240]
	No
	No
	Trinity



	United Church of Christ[image: External link] (Evangelical and Reformed Churches[image: External link] and the Congregational Christian Churches[image: External link])
	One of two sacraments. Baptism is an outward sign of God's inward grace. It may or may not be necessary for membership in a local congregation. However, it is a common practice for both infants and adults.[241]
	By sprinkling, pouring, immersion or submersion.
	Yes
	No
	Trinity



	United Church of God[image: External link][242]
	Through the laying on hands with prayer, the baptized believer receives the Holy Spirit[image: External link] and becomes a part of the spiritual body of Jesus Christ.
	Immersion only
	No
	No
	Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (although members of the United Church of God doctrinally believe in Binitarianism believing that the Holy Spirit is a power of God and Jesus Christ rather than a separate person)



	Vineyard Churches[image: External link][243]
	A public expression of faith for a person who has committed to follow Jesus. It also symbolizes a person's cleansing of sin and gives a person a chance to openly profess their faith in front of the church, friends, and family.
	Immersion only
	No (at least six years old)
	Yes
	Trinity



	Denomination
	Beliefs about baptism
	Type of baptism
	Baptize infants?
	Baptism regenerates / gives spiritual life
	Standard
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Main article: Debaptism[image: External link]


Most Christian churches see baptism as a once-in-a-lifetime event that can be neither repeated nor undone[image: External link]. They hold that those who have been baptized remain baptized, even if they renounce the Christian faith by adopting a non-Christian religion or by rejecting religion[image: External link] entirely. But some other organizations and individuals are practicing debaptism.
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Main article: Initiation[image: External link]


Many cultures practice or have practiced initiation rites, with or without the use of water, including the ancient Egyptian[image: External link], the Hebraic[image: External link]/Jewish, the Babylonian[image: External link], the Mayan[image: External link], and the Norse[image: External link] cultures. The modern Japanese practice of Miyamairi[image: External link] is such as ceremony that does not use water. In some, such evidence may be archaeological[image: External link] and descriptive in nature, rather than a modern practice.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Mystery religion initiation rites




Apuleius[image: External link], a 2nd-century Roman[image: External link] writer, described an initiation into the mysteries[image: External link] of Isis[image: External link]. The initiation was preceded by a normal bathing in the public baths and a ceremonial sprinkling by the priest of Isis, after which the candidate was given secret instructions in the temple of the goddess. The candidate then fasted for ten days from meat and wine, after which he was dressed in linen and led at night into the innermost part of the sanctuary, where the actual initiation, the details of which were secret, took place. On the next two days, dressed in the robes of his consecration, he participated in feasting.[244] Apuleius describes also an initiation into the cult of Osiris[image: External link] and yet a third initiation, of the same pattern as the initiation into the cult of Isis, without mention of a preliminary bathing.[245]

The water-less initiations of Lucius, the character in Apuleius's story who had been turned into an ass and changed back by Isis into human form, into the successive degrees of the rites of the goddess was accomplished only after a significant period of study to demonstrate his loyalty and trustworthiness, akin to catechumenal[image: External link] practices preceding baptism in Christianity.[246]
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The Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica[image: External link], or Gnostic Catholic Church (the ecclesiastical arm of Ordo Templi Orientis[image: External link]), offers its Rite of Baptism to any person at least 11 years old.[247] The ceremony is performed before a Gnostic Mass[image: External link] and represents a symbolic birth into the Thelemic[image: External link] community.[248]
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The word "baptism" or "christening" is sometimes used to describe the inauguration of certain objects for use.


	The name Baptism of Bells has been given to the blessing of ( musical[image: External link], especially church[image: External link]) bells, at least in France, since the 11th century. It is derived from the washing of the bell with holy water[image: External link] by the bishop, before he anoints it with the oil of the infirm without and with chrism within; a fuming censer[image: External link] is placed under it and the bishop prays that these sacramentals[image: External link] of the Church may, at the sound of the bell, put the demons to flight, protect from storms, and call the faithful to prayer.

	
Baptism of Ships: at least since the time of the Crusades[image: External link], rituals have contained a blessing for ships. The priest begs God to bless the vessel and protect those who sail in. The ship is usually sprinkled with holy water[image: External link].[55]


	"Baptism of Dolls": the custom of 'dolly dunking' was once a common practice in parts of the United Kingdom, particularly in Cornwall[image: External link] where it has been revived in recent years [249]
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 Mandaean baptism




Mandaeans[image: External link] revere John the Baptist[image: External link] and practice frequent baptism as a ritual of purification, not of initiation.[250][251][252]
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	Baptism by fire[image: External link]

	Baptism of desire[image: External link]

	Baptism of Jesus[image: External link]

	Baptismal clothing[image: External link]

	Baptistery[image: External link]

	Believer's baptism[image: External link]

	Catechumen[image: External link]

	Chrismation[image: External link]

	Christifideles[image: External link]

	Conditional baptism[image: External link]

	Consolamentum[image: External link]

	Disciple (Christianity)[image: External link]

	Divine filiation[image: External link]

	Emergency baptism[image: External link]

	Infant baptism[image: External link]

	Jesus-Name doctrine[image: External link]

	Prevenient Grace[image: External link]

	Ritual purification[image: External link]

	Sacrament[image: External link]

	Theophany[image: External link]

	Water and religion[image: External link]
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 People and ritual objects





	Baptismal font[image: External link]

	Baptistery[image: External link]

	Chrism[image: External link]

	Godparent[image: External link]

	Holy water[image: External link]

	Holy water in Eastern Christianity[image: External link]

	John the Baptist[image: External link]

	Mikvah[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ It is a controversy whether baptism was performed by total or partial immersion. Described by various scholars:

	"In the early centuries baptism was usually by immersion. However, this need not have meant full submersion in the water. Early Christian mosaics portray persons kneeling or standing in the baptismal pool with water being poured over them".[11]

	"The usual form of baptism was immersion[image: External link]... But sprinkling, also, or copious pouring rather, was practiced at an early day (late second, early third Century) with sick and dying persons, and in all such cases where total or partial immersion was impracticable"[12]

	"In the case of such a pouring type of baptism, one is necessarily 'immersed' by someone who actually does the pouring over the body".[13]

	"Very probably Paul pictures baptism as it was given in the early Church by partial immersion, and as the word in its original meaning suggests".[14]

	"The baptism of John did have certain similarities to the ritual washings at Qumran: both involved withdrawal to the desert to await the lord; both were linked to an ascetic lifestyle; both included total immersion in water; and both had an eschatological context"[15]

	"It is to be noted that for pouring another word (ekcheo) is used, clearly showing that baptizo does not mean pour. ...There is thus no doubt that early in the 2nd century some Christians felt baptism was so important that, "when the real baptism ( immersion[image: External link]) could not be performed because of lack of water, a token pouring might be used in its place"[16]





	
^ Out of a total of about 2,100,000,000 Christians,[24][25] infant baptism is in use in the Catholic Church (1,100,000,000), the Eastern Orthodox Church (225,000,000), most of the 77,000,000 members of the Anglican Communion, Lutherans and others.[26][27][28]


	
^ βάπτισμα[image: External link], βαπτισμός[image: External link], βαπτίζω[image: External link], βάπτω[image: External link]. Liddell, Henry George[image: External link]; Scott, Robert[image: External link]; A Greek–English Lexicon[image: External link] at the Perseus Project[image: External link]. The several Greek words from which the English word baptism has been formed are used by Greek writers (in classical antiquity[image: External link], in the Septuagint[image: External link], and in the New Testament) with a great latitude of meaning, including "to make Christian" and "baptisma pyros (baptism of fire)" — The University of Texas at Austin, College of Liberal Arts, Linguistics Research Center, Indo-European Lexicon, PIE (Proto-Indo-European) Etymon and IE (Indo-European) Reflexes: "baptism"[image: External link] and "baptize"[image: External link], Greek baptein, baptizein, baptos[image: External link] — New Advent, Catholic Encyclopedia: "Baptism": Etymology[image: External link] — Spirit Restoration, Theological Terms: A to B Dictionary: "baptize"[image: External link] (scroll down to "baptism") — Online Etymological Dictionary: "baptize"[image: External link] — International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: "baptism"[image: External link] — two parallel online sources, Search God's Word and Eliyah, for "Strong's numbers": Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: Greek Lexicon 907 βαπτίζω "baptize"[image: External link]/907 baptizo "baptize"[image: External link], 908 βάπτισμα "baptism"[image: External link]/908 baptisma "baptism"[image: External link], 909 βαπτισμός "baptisms"[image: External link]/909 baptismos "baptisms"[image: External link], and 910 βαπτστἠς "baptist"[image: External link]/910 baptistes "baptist"[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] June 29, 2015, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Assemblies of God[image: External link], Church of God of Prophecy[image: External link], and Church of God in Christ[image: External link]
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University of Ljubljana






The University of Ljubljana (Slovene: Univerza v Ljubljani [uniʋɛ́ːrza w ljubljàːni], acronym: UL, Latin[image: External link]: Universitas Labacensis) is the oldest and largest university[image: External link] in Slovenia[image: External link]. With over 63,000 enrolled undergraduate and graduate students, it is among the largest universities in Europe.
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 Beginnings




Although certain academies (notably of philosophy[image: External link] and theology[image: External link]) were established as Jesuitical[image: External link] higher education in what now is Slovenia as early as the seventeenth century, the first university was founded in 1810 under the Écoles centrales of the French imperial[image: External link] administration of the Illyrian provinces[image: External link]. That university was disbanded in 1813, when Austria[image: External link] regained territorial control.
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 Quest for a national university




During the second half of the 19th century, several political claims for the establishment of a Slovene language university in Ljubljana were made. They gained momentum in the fin de siècle[image: External link] era, when a considerable number of renowned Slovene academians worked throughout Central Europe[image: External link], while ever more numerous Slovenian students were enrolled in foreign-language universities of the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link], particularly in the Austrian[image: External link] and Czech lands[image: External link] (Charles University in Prague[image: External link] or University of Olomouc[image: External link], of which Slovene philosopher Franc Samuel Karpe[image: External link] became the rector[image: External link] in 1781). In the 1890s, a unified board for the establishment of a Slovenian university was founded, with Ivan Hribar[image: External link], Henrik Tuma, and Aleš Ušeničnik[image: External link] as its main leaders. In 1898, the Carniolan[image: External link] regional parliament established a scholarship for all those students who were planning a habilitation[image: External link] under the condition that they would accept a post at Ljubljana University when founded. In this way, a list of suitable faculty started to emerge.

Nevertheless, unfavorable political circumstances prevented the establishment of the university until the fall of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. With the establishment of the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs[image: External link] in 1918, the founding of the university became possible. On November 23, 1918, the first meeting of the Founding Board of Ljubljana University was called, presided over by Mihajlo Rostohar[image: External link], professor of psychology[image: External link] at the Charles University[image: External link] in Prague[image: External link]. Together with Danilo Majaron, Rostohar convinced the Yugoslav[image: External link] central government in Belgrade[image: External link] to pass a bill formally establishing the university. The bill was passed on July 2, 1919; in late August, the first professor were appointed and on September 18 the full professors established the University Council, thus starting the normal functioning of the institution. The first lectures started on December 3 of the same year.
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 First decades




In 1919, the university comprised five faculties: law, philosophy, technology, theology and medicine. The seat of the university was in the central Congress Square[image: External link] of Ljubljana in a building that had served as the State Mansion of Carniola from 1902 to 1918. The building was first designed in 1902 by Jan Vladimír Hráský[image: External link], and was later remodelled by a Czech[image: External link] architect from Vienna[image: External link], Josip Hudetz.

In the mid-1920s, the university was renamed the "King Alexander[image: External link] University in Ljubljana" (Universitas Alexandrina Labacensis) and continued to grow despite financial troubles and constant pressure from Yugoslav governments’ centralist[image: External link] policies. In 1941, Jože Plečnik[image: External link]'s National and University Library[image: External link] was completed, as one of the major infrastructure projects of the university in the interwar period.

After the invasion of Yugoslavia[image: External link] in April 1941, the university continued to function under the Italian and Nazi German occupation[image: External link], despite numerous problems and interference in its autonomous operation. Several professors were arrested or deported to Nazi concentration camps[image: External link] and large numbers of students joined either the Liberation Front of the Slovenian People[image: External link] or the Slovenian Home Guard[image: External link].
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 1945 and later




Following the end of the Second World War, the first and only foreigner elected to hold the office of chancellor was the Czech[image: External link] professor Alois Král, who had lectured at Faculty of Technical Sciences since 1920 and also held the position of dean thereof four times.[3] After the establishment of Communist Yugoslavia[image: External link] in 1945, the university was again put under political pressure[citation needed[image: External link]]: numerous professors were dismissed[citation needed[image: External link]], some were arrested and tried[citation needed[image: External link]], and the Theological Faculty was excluded from the University.[4] Some of the most brilliant students emigrated[citation needed[image: External link]]. Nevertheless, the university maintained its educational role and regained a limited degree of autonomy from the mid-1950s onward. It suffered a serious setback in autonomy from the mid-1970s to the early 1980s, when some professors were again dismissed by the authorities[citation needed[image: External link]]. In 1979 it was renamed "Edvard Kardelj[image: External link] University in Ljubljana" after the Communist leader. In 1990, with the fall of Yugoslavia, it was regiven its original name.
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 Organization
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 Faculties and academies




As of 2010, the university has 23 faculties and three academies, situated throughout urban Ljubljana:[5]


	Academy of Theatre, Radio, Film and Television[image: External link]

	Academy of Fine Arts and Design[image: External link]

	Academy of Music[image: External link]

	Faculty of Administration[image: External link]

	Faculty of Architecture[image: External link]

	Faculty of Arts

	Biotechnical Faculty

	Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Technology

	Faculty of Civil Engineering and Geodesy

	Faculty of Computer and Information Science

	Faculty of Economics[image: External link]

	Faculty of Education

	Faculty of Electrical Engineering

	Faculty of Law

	Faculty of Maritime Studies and Transport

	Faculty of Mathematics and Physics

	Faculty of Mechanical Engineering

	Faculty of Medicine

	Faculty of Natural Sciences and Engineering

	Faculty of Pharmacy

	Faculty of Social Sciences

	Faculty of Social work

	Faculty of Sport

	
Faculty of Theology (dean: Christian Gostečnik[image: External link])

	Veterinary Faculty

	Faculty of Health Sciences



The university was initially located in the centre of Ljubljana where the central university building and the majority of its faculties are located. Later on, some new, modern buildings and a small scale campus were constructed in the northern part of the city (Bežigrad).
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 Libraries




The University of Ljubljana has two university libraries[image: External link]. The National and University Library of Slovenia[image: External link] is the national library[image: External link] of Slovenia and the university library of the University of Ljubljana. It contains about 1,307,000 books and numerous text, visual and multimedia resources.

Another university library is the Central Technological Library, which is also the national library and information hub of natural sciences and technology. There are over 30 libraries at individual faculties, departments, and institutes of the University of Ljubljana. The largest among them are the Central Humanist Library in the field of humanities[image: External link], the Central Economic Library in the field of economics[image: External link], the Central Medical Library in the field of medical sciences[image: External link], and the Libraries of the Biotechnical Faculty in the field of biology[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link].[6]
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 Gallery




The university operates an art gallery, open since 18 June 2012.[7]
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 Profile




The University of Ljubljana practices research in science[image: External link] and the arts[image: External link], such as the humanities[image: External link], social sciences[image: External link], linguistics[image: External link], arts[image: External link], medicine[image: External link], natural sciences[image: External link] and technology[image: External link].

The University of Ljubljana used to house the permanent seat of the International Association for Political Science Students[image: External link] (IAPSS), an international academic group consisting of 10,000 political science graduate and undergraduate students worldwide from 2004 to 2013. In March 2013 the Permanent Seat was relocated to Nijmegen (Netherlands).[8]
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 Prominent faculty and alumni




Prominent alumni include Melania Trump, the First Lady of the United States of America[image: External link]. She enrolled at the university but did not graduate.[9][10] Slavoj Žižek[image: External link] is a Slovenian psychoanalytic philosopher, cultural critic, and Hegelian Marxist. He attended Ljubljana and attained a Master of Arts in philosophy in 1975,[11] and is a senior researcher at the Institute for Sociology and Philosophy at the University of Ljubljana.

Further information: List of University of Ljubljana people[image: External link]
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	List of modern universities in Europe (1801–1945)[image: External link]

	Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link]

	Jožef Stefan Institute[image: External link]

	Ljubljana Student Organisation[image: External link]
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This article is about the language. For other uses, see Serbo-Croatian (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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srpskohrvatski / hrvatskosrpski

српскохрватски / хрватскосрпски




	Native to
	
Serbia[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], Montenegro[image: External link], and Kosovo[image: External link][a]
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Serb[image: External link], Croat[image: External link], Bosniak[image: External link], Montenegrin[image: External link], Bunjevac[image: External link]
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	19 million (2007)[1]




	
Language family[image: External link]


	

Indo-European[image: External link]

	
Balto-Slavic[image: External link]

	
Slavic[image: External link]

	
South[image: External link]

	Western

	Serbo-Croatian
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Bosnian[image: External link]


Montenegrin[image: External link] (incipient)

Bunjevac[image: External link]


Kajkavian[image: External link] (until 20th century)
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Dialects of Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]:

	
Shtokavian[image: External link] (standard)
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	Kajkavian[image: External link]

	
Torlakian[image: External link] (disputed)







	
Writing system[image: External link]


	
Latin[image: External link] ( Gaj[image: External link])

Cyrillic[image: External link] ( Serbian[image: External link] and Montenegrin[image: External link])

Yugoslav Braille[image: External link]




	Official status



	
Official language in


	
  Serbia[image: External link] (as Serbian)

  Croatia[image: External link] (as Croatian)

 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] (as Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian)

  Montenegro[image: External link] (as Montenegrin)

  Kosovo[image: External link][a] (as Serbian)[2]

 European Union[image: External link] (as Croatian)



	
Recognised minority

language in


	

  Austria[image: External link] ( Burgenland[image: External link])[citation needed[image: External link]]

  Hungary[image: External link] (in Baranya County[image: External link])[citation needed[image: External link]]

  Italy[image: External link] ( Molise[image: External link])[citation needed[image: External link]]

  Romania[image: External link] (in Carașova[image: External link], Lupac[image: External link])[citation needed[image: External link]]

  Slovakia[image: External link][3]

 Czech Republic[image: External link][4]

  Macedonia[image: External link][5]






	Regulated by[image: External link]
	
Institute of Croatian Language and Linguistics[image: External link] (Croatian)

Board for Standardization of the Serbian Language[image: External link] (Serbian)


University of Sarajevo[image: External link] (Bosnian)



	Language codes



	ISO 639-1[image: External link]
	sh (deprecated)



	ISO 639-2[image: External link]
	
scr[image: External link] , scc[image: External link] (deprecated)



	ISO 639-3[image: External link]
	
hbs[image: External link] – inclusive code[image: External link]

Individual codes:

srp[image: External link] –  Serbian[image: External link]

hrv[image: External link] –  Croatian[image: External link]

bos[image: External link] –  Bosnian[image: External link]

bun[image: External link] –  Bunjevac[image: External link]

svm[image: External link] –  Slavomolisano[image: External link]

kjv[image: External link] –  Kajkavian[image: External link]




	Glottolog[image: External link]
	
moli1249[image: External link][6]




	Linguasphere[image: External link]
	53-AAA-g



	
This article contains IPA[image: External link] phonetic symbols. Without proper rendering support[image: External link], you may see question marks, boxes, or other symbols[image: External link] instead of Unicode[image: External link] characters.
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	(Prekmurje Slovene[image: External link]
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	Serbo-Croatian standard languages

	Bosnian[image: External link]

	Croatian[image: External link]

	Montenegrin[image: External link]

	

Serbian[image: External link]

( Slavonic-Serbian[image: External link])










	

	Serbo-Croatian dialects[image: External link]

	

Shtokavian[image: External link]


	( Bunjevac[image: External link]

	Dubrovnik[image: External link]





Eastern Herzegovinian[image: External link]

Smederevo–Vršac[image: External link]


	Šumadija–Vojvodina[image: External link]

	Užican[image: External link])









	

Chakavian[image: External link]


	( Burgenland[image: External link]

	Molise[image: External link])









	Kajkavian[image: External link]

	Torlakian[image: External link]







	

	Serbo-Croatian accents

	


	Ekavian[image: External link]

	Ijekavian[image: External link]

	Ikavian[image: External link]













	

	Comparison of standard

Bosnian, Croatian and Serbian[image: External link]
















	

Eastern South Slavic




	

	
Church Slavonic[image: External link] ( Old[image: External link])








	

	Bulgarian[image: External link]

	Dialects[image: External link]

	Banat[image: External link]

	


	Torlakian[image: External link]

	Meshterski[image: External link]













	

	Macedonian[image: External link]

	

Dialects[image: External link]


	( Western[image: External link]

	Southeastern[image: External link]







	Northern[image: External link]

	Torlakian[image: External link])









	Spoken Macedonian[image: External link]

	Standard Macedonian[image: External link]
















	

Transitional dialects




	

	Serbian–Bulgarian–Macedonian

	Transitional Bulgarian dialects[image: External link]

	


	Torlakian[image: External link]

	Gora dialect[image: External link]













	

	Croatian–Slovenian

	Kajkavian[image: External link]
















	

Alphabets




	

	Modern

	


	
Gaj's Latin[image: External link]a


	Serbian Cyrillic[image: External link]







	Bulgarian Cyrillic[image: External link]

	Macedonian Cyrillic[image: External link]

	Montenegrin[image: External link]

	Slavica[image: External link]

	Slovene[image: External link]







	

	Historical

	


	Bohoričica[image: External link]

	Dajnčica[image: External link]

	Metelčica[image: External link]







	


	Arebica[image: External link]

	Bosnian Cyrillic[image: External link]







	


	Glagolitic[image: External link]

	Early Cyrillic[image: External link]













	
a Includes Banat Bulgarian alphabet[image: External link].
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	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Serbo-Croatian i[image: External link]/,se:rboUkroU'eISen, -be- /[image: External link],[7][8] also called Serbo-Croat /,se:rboU'kroUaet, -be- /[image: External link],[7][8] Serbo-Croat-Bosnian (SCB),[9] Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian (BCS),[10] or Bosnian-Croatian-Montenegrin-Serbian (BCMS),[11] is a South Slavic language[image: External link] and the primary language of Serbia[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], and Montenegro[image: External link]. It is a pluricentric language[image: External link] with four[12] mutually intelligible[image: External link] standard varieties.

South Slavic dialects historically formed a continuum[image: External link]. The turbulent history of the area, particularly due to expansion of the Ottoman Empire[image: External link], resulted in a patchwork of dialectal and religious differences. Due to population migrations, Shtokavian[image: External link] became the most widespread in the western Balkans, intruding westwards into the area previously occupied by Chakavian[image: External link] and Kajkavian[image: External link] (which further blend into Slovenian in the northwest). Bosniaks[image: External link], Croats[image: External link] and Serbs[image: External link] differ in religion and were historically often part of different cultural circles, although a large part of the nations have lived side by side under foreign overlords. During that period, the language was referred to under a variety of names, such as "Slavic", "Illyrian", or according to region, "Bosnian", "Serbian" and "Croatian", the latter often in combination with "Slavonian" or "Dalmatian".

Serbo-Croatian was standardized[image: External link] in the mid-19th-century Vienna Literary Agreement[image: External link] by Croatian and Serbian writers and philologists, decades before a Yugoslav state was established.[13] From the very beginning, there were slightly different literary Serbian and Croatian standards, although both were based on the same Shtokavian subdialect, Eastern Herzegovinian[image: External link]. In the 20th century, Serbo-Croatian served as the official language of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link] (when it was called "Serbo-Croato-Slovenian"),[14] and later as one of the official languages of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]. The breakup of Yugoslavia[image: External link] affected language attitudes, so that social conceptions of the language separated[image: External link] on ethnic and political lines. Since the breakup of Yugoslavia[image: External link], Bosnian has likewise been established as an official standard in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and there is an ongoing movement to codify a separate Montenegrin standard. Serbo-Croatian thus generally goes by the ethnic names Serbian[image: External link], Croatian[image: External link], Bosnian[image: External link], and sometimes Montenegrin[image: External link] and Bunjevac[image: External link].[15]

Like other South Slavic languages, Serbo-Croatian has a simple phonology[image: External link], with the common five-vowel system and twenty-five consonants. Its grammar[image: External link] evolved from Common Slavic[image: External link], with complex inflection[image: External link], preserving seven grammatical cases[image: External link] in nouns, pronouns, and adjectives. Verbs exhibit imperfective[image: External link] or perfective aspect[image: External link], with a moderately complex tense system. Serbo-Croatian is a pro-drop language[image: External link] with flexible word order, subject–verb–object[image: External link] being the default. It can be written in Serbian Cyrillic[image: External link] or Gaj's Latin alphabet[image: External link], whose thirty letters mutually map one-to-one, and the orthography[image: External link] is highly phonemic[image: External link] in all standards.
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Throughout the history of the South Slavs, the vernacular, literary, and written languages (e.g. Chakavian, Kajkavian, Shtokavian) of the various regions and ethnicities developed and diverged independently. Prior to the 19th century, they were collectively called "Illyric", "Slavic", "Slavonian", "Bosnian", "Dalmatian", "Serbian" or "Croatian".[16] As such, the term Serbo-Croatian was first used by Jacob Grimm[image: External link] in 1824,[17][18] popularized by the Vienna philologist Jernej Kopitar in the following decades, and accepted by Croatian Zagreb[image: External link] grammarians in 1854 and 1859.[19] At that time, Serb and Croat lands were still part of the Ottoman[image: External link] and Austrian Empires[image: External link]. Officially, the language was called variously Serbo-Croat, Croato-Serbian, Serbian and Croatian, Croatian and Serbian, Serbian or Croatian, Croatian or Serbian. Unofficially, Serbs and Croats typically called the language "Serbian" or "Croatian", respectively, without implying a distinction between the two,[20] and again in independent Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], "Bosnian", "Croatian", and "Serbian" were considered to be three names of a single official language.[21] Croatian linguist Dalibor Brozović advocated the term Serbo-Croatian as late as 1988, claiming that in an analogy with Indo-European, Serbo-Croatian does not only name the two components of the same language, but simply charts the limits of the region in which it is spoken and includes everything between the limits (‘Bosnian’ and ‘Montenegrin’).[22] Today, use of the term "Serbo-Croatian" is controversial due to the prejudice that nation and language must match.[23][24][25] It is still used for lack of a succinct alternative,[26] though alternative names have been used, such as Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian (BCS),[27] which is often seen in political contexts such as the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia[image: External link].
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 Early development




Old Church Slavonic[image: External link] was adopted as the language of the liturgy[image: External link]. This language was gradually adapted to non-liturgical purposes and became known as the Croatian version of Old Slavonic. The two variants of the language, liturgical and non-liturgical, continued to be a part of the Glagolitic[image: External link] service as late as the middle of the 19th century. The earliest known Croatian Church Slavonic Glagolitic manuscripts are the Glagolita Clozianus and the Vienna Folia from the 11th century.[28]

The beginning of written Serbo-Croatian can be traced from the 10th century and on when Serbo-Croatian medieval texts were written in five scripts: Latin[image: External link], Glagolitic[image: External link], Early Cyrillic[image: External link], Bosnian Cyrillic[image: External link] (bosančica/bosanica),[29] and Arebica[image: External link], the last principally by Bosniak nobility. Serbo-Croatian competed with the more established literary languages of Latin[image: External link] and Old Slavonic in the west and Persian and Arabic in the east.

Old Slavonic developed into the Serbo-Croatian variant of Church Slavonic[image: External link] between the 12th and 16th centuries.

Among the earliest attestations of Serbo-Croatian are the Humac tablet[image: External link], dating from the 10th or 11th century, written in Bosnian Cyrillic and Glagolitic; the Plomin tablet[image: External link], dating from the same era, written in Glagolitic; the Valun tablet[image: External link], dated to the 11th century, written in Glagolitic and Latin; and the Inscription of Župa Dubrovačka[image: External link], a Glagolitic tablet dated to the 11th century.

The Baška tablet[image: External link] from the late 11th century was written in Glagolitic.[30] It is a large stone tablet found in the small Church of St. Lucy, Jurandvor[image: External link] on the Croatian island of Krk[image: External link] that contains text written mostly in Chakavian[image: External link] in the Croatian angular Glagolitic[image: External link] script. It is also important in the history of the nation as it mentions Zvonimir[image: External link], the king of Croatia at the time.

The Charter of Ban Kulin[image: External link] of 1189, written by Ban Kulin[image: External link] of Bosnia, was an early Shtokavian text, written in Bosnian Cyrillic.

The luxurious and ornate representative texts of Serbo-Croatian Church Slavonic belong to the later era, when they coexisted with the Serbo-Croatian vernacular literature. The most notable are the " Missal[image: External link] of Duke Novak" from the Lika region in northwestern Croatia (1368), "Evangel from Reims" (1395, named after the town of its final destination), Hrvoje's Missal[image: External link] from Bosnia and Split in Dalmatia (1404),[31] and the first printed book in Serbo-Croatian, the Glagolitic Missale Romanum Glagolitice[image: External link] (1483).[28]

During the 13th century Serbo-Croatian vernacular texts began to appear, the most important among them being the "Istrian land survey" of 1275 and the "Vinodol Codex[image: External link]" of 1288, both written in the Chakavian dialect.[32][33]

The Shtokavian dialect[image: External link] literature, based almost exclusively[citation needed[image: External link]] on Chakavian original texts of religious provenance ( missals[image: External link], breviaries[image: External link], prayer books[image: External link]) appeared almost a century later. The most important purely Shtokavian vernacular text is the Vatican Croatian Prayer Book[image: External link] (c. 1400).[34]

Both the language used in legal texts and that used in Glagolitic literature gradually came under the influence of the vernacular, which considerably affected its phonological[image: External link], morphological[image: External link], and lexical[image: External link] systems. From the 14th and the 15th centuries, both secular and religious songs at church festivals were composed in the vernacular.

Writers of early Serbo-Croatian religious[image: External link] poetry[image: External link] (začinjavci) gradually introduced the vernacular into their works. These začinjavci were the forerunners of the rich literary production of the 16th-century literature, which, depending on the area, was Chakavian-, Kajkavian-, or Shtokavian-based.[28] The language of religious poems, translations, miracle[image: External link] and morality plays[image: External link] contributed to the popular character of medieval Serbo-Croatian literature.

One of the earliest dictionaries, also in the Slavic languages as a whole, was the Bosnian–Turkish Dictionary of 1631 authored by Muhamed Hevaji Uskufi[image: External link] and was written in the Arebica[image: External link] script.[35][36]
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In the mid-19th century, Serbian (led by self-taught writer and folklorist Vuk Stefanović Karadžić[image: External link]) and most Croatian writers and linguists (represented by the Illyrian movement[image: External link] and led by Ljudevit Gaj[image: External link] and Đuro Daničić[image: External link]), proposed the use of the most widespread dialect, Shtokavian[image: External link], as the base for their common standard language. Karadžić standardised the Serbian Cyrillic alphabet[image: External link], and Gaj and Daničić standardized the Croatian Latin alphabet[image: External link], on the basis of vernacular speech phonemes and the principle of phonological spelling. In 1850 Serbian and Croatian writers and linguists signed the Vienna Literary Agreement[image: External link], declaring their intention to create a unified standard.[37] Thus a complex bi-variant language appeared, which the Serbs officially called "Serbo-Croatian" or "Serbian or Croatian" and the Croats "Croato-Serbian", or "Croatian or Serbian". Yet, in practice, the variants of the conceived common literary language served as different literary variants, chiefly differing in lexical inventory and stylistic devices. The common phrase describing this situation was that Serbo-Croatian or "Croatian or Serbian" was a single language. During the Austro-Hungarian occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], the language of all three nations was called "Bosnian" until the death of administrator von Kállay[image: External link] in 1907, at which point the name was changed to "Serbo-Croatian".[38][39][40]

With unification of the first the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes[image: External link] – the approach of Karadžić and the Illyrians became dominant. The official language was called "Serbo-Croato-Slovenian" (srpsko-hrvatsko-slovenački) in the 1921 constitution.[14] In 1929, the constitution was suspended,[41] and the country was renamed the Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link], while the official language of Serbo-Croato-Slovene was reinstated in the 1931 constitution.[14]

In June 1941, the Nazi puppet Independent State of Croatia[image: External link] began to rid the language of "Eastern" (Serbian) words, and shut down Serbian schools.[42]

On January 15, 1944, the Anti-Fascist Council of the People's Liberation of Yugoslavia ( AVNOJ[image: External link]) declared Croatian, Serbian, Slovene, and Macedonian to be equal in the entire territory of Yugoslavia.[43] In 1945 the decision to recognize Croatian and Serbian as separate languages was reversed in favor of a single Serbo-Croatian or Croato-Serbian language.[43] In the Communist[image: External link]-dominated second Yugoslavia[image: External link], ethnic issues eased to an extent, but the matter of language remained blurred and unresolved.

In 1954, major Serbian and Croatian writers, linguists and literary critics, backed by Matica srpska[image: External link] and Matica hrvatska[image: External link] signed the Novi Sad Agreement[image: External link], which in its first conclusion[image: External link] stated: "Serbs, Croats and Montenegrins share a single language with two equal variants that have developed around Zagreb (western) and Belgrade (eastern)". The agreement insisted on the equal status[image: External link] of Cyrillic and Latin scripts, and of Ekavian and Ijekavian pronunciations.[44] It also specified that Serbo-Croatian should be the name of the language in official contexts, while in unofficial use the traditional Serbian and Croatian were to be retained.[44] Matica hrvatska and Matica srpska were to work together on a dictionary, and a committee of Serbian and Croatian linguists was asked to prepare a pravopis. During the sixties both books were published simultaneously in Ijekavian Latin in Zagreb and Ekavian Cyrillic in Novi Sad.[45] Yet Croatian linguists claim that it was an act of unitarianism. The evidence supporting this claim is patchy: Croatian linguist Stjepan Babić complained that the television transmission from Belgrade always used the Latin alphabet[46]— which was true, but was not proof of unequal rights, but of frequency of use and prestige. Babić further complained that the Novi Sad Dictionary (1967) listed side by side words from both the Croatian and Serbian variants wherever they differed,[46] which one can view as proof of careful respect for both variants, and not of unitarism. Moreover, Croatian linguists criticized those parts of the Dictionary for being unitaristic that were written by Croatian linguists.[47] And finally, Croatian linguists ignored the fact that the material for the Pravopisni rječnik came from the Croatian Philological Society.[48][49] Regardless of these facts, Croatian intellectuals brought the Declaration on the Status and Name of the Croatian Literary Language[image: External link] in 1967. On occasion of the publication’s 45th anniversary, the Croatian weekly journal Forum published the Declaration again in 2012, accompanied by a critical analysis.[50]

West European scientists judge the Yugoslav language policy as an exemplary one:[51][52] although three-quarters of the population spoke one language, no single language was official on a federal level.[53] Official languages were declared only at the level of constituent republics and provinces,[54][55][56] and very generously: Vojvodina had five (among them Slovak and Romanian, spoken by 0.5 per cent of the population), and Kosovo four (Albanian, Turkish, Romany and Serbo-Croatian).[54][57] Newspapers, radio and television studios used sixteen languages,[58] fourteen were used as languages of tuition in schools, and nine at universities.[54][59] Only the Yugoslav Army used Serbo-Croatian as the sole language of command, with all other languages represented in the army’s other activities—however, this is not different from other armies of multilingual states,[60] or in other specific institutions, such as international air traffic control where English is used worldwide. All variants of Serbo-Croatian were used in state administration and republican and federal institutions.[54] Both Serbian and Croatian variants were represented in respectively different grammar books, dictionaries, school textbooks and in books known as pravopis (which detail spelling rules).[61] Serbo-Croatian was a kind of soft standardisation.[62] However, legal equality could not dampen the prestige Serbo-Croatian had: since it was the language of three quarters of the population, it functioned as an unofficial lingua franca.[63] And within Serbo-Croatian, the Serbian variant, with twice as many speakers as the Croatian,[64] enjoyed greater prestige, reinforced by the fact that Slovene and Macedonian speakers preferred it to the Croatian variant because their languages are also Ekavian.[65] This is a common situation in other pluricentric languages, e.g. the variants of German differ according to their prestige, the variants of Portuguese too.[66] Moreover, all languages differ in terms of prestige: "the fact is that languages (in terms of prestige, learnability etc.) are not equal, and the law cannot make them equal".[67]

In 2017, the "Declaration of the Common Language" (Deklaracija o zajedničkom jeziku), signed by a group of NGOs and linguists from former Yugoslavia, argues that all variants belong to a common polycentric language.[68][69]
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The total number of persons who declared their native language as either 'Bosnian', 'Croatian', 'Serbian', 'Montenegrin', or 'Serbo-Croatian' in countries of the region is about 16 million.

Serbian is spoken by about 9.5 million mostly in Serbia (6.7m), Bosnia and Herzegovina (1.4m), and Montenegro (0.4m). Serbian minorities are found in the Republic of Macedonia[image: External link] and in Romania[image: External link]. In Serbia, there are about 760,000 second-language speakers of Serbian, including Hungarians in Vojvodina[image: External link] and the 400,000 estimated Roma. Familiarity of Kosovo Albanians[image: External link] with Serbian in Kosovo[image: External link] varies depending on age and education, and exact numbers are not available.

Croatian is spoken by roughly 4.8 million including some 575,000 in Bosnia and Herzegovina. A small Croatian minority lives in Italy known as Molise Croats[image: External link] have somewhat preserved traces of the Croatian language. In Croatia, 170,000 mostly Italians[image: External link] and Hungarians[image: External link] use it as a second language[image: External link].

Bosnian is spoken by 2.2 million people, chiefly Bosniaks[image: External link], including about 220,000 in Serbia and Montenegro.

Notion of Montenegrin as a separate standard from Serbian is relatively recent. In the 2003 census, around 150,000 Montenegrins, of the country's 620,000, declared Montenegrin as their native language. That figure is likely to increase since, due to the country's independence and strong institutional backing of Montenegrin language.

Serbo-Croatian is also a second language[image: External link] of many Slovenians[image: External link] and Macedonians[image: External link], especially those born during the time of Yugoslavia. According to the 2002 Census, Serbo-Croatian and its variants have the largest number of speakers of the minority languages in Slovenia.[70]

Outside the Balkans, there are over 2 million native speakers of the language(s), especially in countries which are frequent targets of immigration, such as Australia[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link].
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Further information: Serbo-Croatian grammar[image: External link]


Serbo-Croatian is a highly inflected language[image: External link]. Traditional grammars list seven cases[image: External link] for nouns[image: External link] and adjectives[image: External link]: nominative[image: External link], genitive[image: External link], dative[image: External link], accusative[image: External link], vocative[image: External link], locative[image: External link], and instrumental[image: External link], reflecting the original seven cases of Proto-Slavic[image: External link], and indeed older forms of Serbo-Croatian itself. However, in modern Shtokavian[image: External link] the locative has almost merged into dative (the only difference is based on accent in some cases), and the other cases can be shown declining; namely:


	For all nouns and adjectives, instrumental = dative = locative (at least orthographically) in the plural: ženama, ženama, ženama; očima, očima, očima; riječima, riječima, riječima.

	There is an accentual difference between the genitive singular[image: External link] and genitive plural[image: External link] of masculine and neuter nouns, which are otherwise homonyms (seljaka, seljaka) except that on occasion an "a" (which might or might not appear in the singular) is filled between the last letter of the root and the genitive plural ending (kapitalizma, kapitalizama).

	The old instrumental ending "ju" of the feminine consonant stems and in some cases the "a" of the genitive plural of certain other sorts of feminine nouns is fast yielding to "i": noći instead of noćju, borbi instead of boraba and so forth.

	Almost every Shtokavian number is indeclinable, and numbers after prepositions have not been declined for a long time.



Like most Slavic languages, there are mostly three genders[image: External link] for nouns: masculine, feminine, and neuter, a distinction which is still present even in the plural (unlike Russian[image: External link] and, in part, the Čakavian dialect[image: External link]). They also have two numbers[image: External link]: singular and plural. However, some consider there to be three numbers ( paucal[image: External link] or dual, too), since (still preserved in closely related Slovene) after two (dva, dvije/dve), three (tri) and four (četiri), and all numbers ending in them (e.g. twenty-two, ninety-three, one hundred four) the genitive singular is used, and after all other numbers five (pet) and up, the genitive plural is used. (The number one [jedan] is treated as an adjective.) Adjectives are placed in front of the noun they modify and must agree in both case and number with it.

There are seven tenses[image: External link] for verbs: past[image: External link], present[image: External link], future[image: External link], exact future, aorist[image: External link], imperfect[image: External link], and plusquamperfect[image: External link]; and three moods[image: External link]: indicative[image: External link], imperative[image: External link], and conditional[image: External link]. However, the latter three tenses are typically used only in Shtokavian writing, and the time sequence of the exact future is more commonly formed through an alternative construction.

In addition, like most Slavic languages, the Shtokavian verb also has one of two aspects[image: External link]: perfective[image: External link] or imperfective[image: External link]. Most verbs come in pairs, with the perfective verb being created out of the imperfective by adding a prefix[image: External link] or making a stem change. The imperfective aspect typically indicates that the action is unfinished, in progress, or repetitive; while the perfective aspect typically denotes that the action was completed, instantaneous, or of limited duration. Some Štokavian tenses (namely, aorist and imperfect) favor a particular aspect (but they are rarer or absent in Čakavian and Kajkavian). Actually, aspects "compensate" for the relative lack of tenses, because aspect of the verb determines whether the act is completed or in progress in the referred time.
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Main article: Serbo-Croatian phonology[image: External link]
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The Serbo-Croatian vowel[image: External link] system is simple, with only five vowels in Shtokavian. All vowels are monophthongs[image: External link]. The oral vowels are as follows:



	Latin script
	Cyrillic script
	IPA[image: External link]
	Description
	English approximation



	a
	а
	/a/
	open central unrounded[image: External link]
	father



	e
	е
	/e/
	mid front unrounded[image: External link]
	den



	i
	и
	/i/
	close front unrounded[image: External link]
	seek



	o
	о
	/o/
	mid back rounded[image: External link]
	lord



	u
	у
	/u/
	close back rounded[image: External link]
	pool




The vowels can be short or long, but the phonetic quality doesn't change depending on the length. In a word, vowels can be long in the stressed syllable and the syllables following it, never in the ones preceding it.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Consonants




The consonant[image: External link] system is more complicated, and its characteristic features are series of affricate[image: External link] and palatal[image: External link] consonants. As in English, voice is phonemic[image: External link], but aspiration[image: External link] is not.



	Latin script
	Cyrillic script
	IPA[image: External link]
	Description[71]
	English approximation



	trill[image: External link]



	r
	р
	/r/
	alveolar trill[image: External link]
	rolled (vibrating) r as in carramba



	approximants[image: External link]



	v
	в
	/ʋ/
	labiodental approximant[image: External link]
	roughly between vortex and war



	j
	ј
	/j/
	palatal approximant[image: External link]
	year



	laterals[image: External link]



	l
	л
	/l/
	lateral alveolar approximant[image: External link]
	light



	lj
	љ
	/ʎ/
	palatal lateral approximant[image: External link]
	roughly battalion



	nasals[image: External link]



	m
	м
	/m/
	bilabial nasal[image: External link]
	man



	n
	н
	/n/
	alveolar nasal[image: External link]
	not



	nj
	њ
	/ɲ/
	palatal nasal[image: External link]
	news or American canyon



	fricatives[image: External link]



	f
	ф
	/f/
	voiceless labiodental fricative[image: External link]
	five



	s
	с
	/s/
	voiceless dental sibilant[image: External link]
	some



	z
	з
	/z/
	voiced dental sibilant[image: External link]
	zero



	š
	ш
	/ʃ/
	voiceless postalveolar fricative[image: External link]
	sharp



	ž
	ж
	/ʒ/
	voiced postalveolar fricative[image: External link]
	television



	h
	х
	/x/
	voiceless velar fricative[image: External link]
	loch



	affricates[image: External link]



	c
	ц
	/t͡s/
	voiceless dental affricate[image: External link]
	pots



	dž
	џ
	/d͡ʒ/
	voiced postalveolar affricate[image: External link]
	roughly eject



	č
	ч
	/t͡ʃ/
	voiceless postalveolar affricate[image: External link]
	roughly check



	đ
	ђ
	/d͡ʑ/
	voiced alveolo-palatal affricate[image: External link]
	roughly Jews



	ć
	ћ
	/t͡ɕ/
	voiceless alveolo-palatal affricate[image: External link]
	roughly choose



	plosives[image: External link]



	b
	б
	/b/
	voiced bilabial plosive[image: External link]
	book



	p
	п
	/p/
	voiceless bilabial plosive[image: External link]
	top



	d
	д
	/d/
	voiced dental plosive[image: External link]
	dog



	t
	т
	/t/
	voiceless dental plosive[image: External link]
	it



	g
	г
	/ɡ/
	voiced velar plosive[image: External link]
	good



	k
	к
	/k/
	voiceless velar plosive[image: External link]
	duck




In consonant clusters[image: External link] all consonants are either voiced or voiceless. All the consonants are voiced if the last consonant is normally voiced or voiceless if the last consonant is normally voiceless. This rule does not apply to approximants[image: External link] – a consonant cluster may contain voiced approximants and voiceless consonants; as well as to foreign words (Washington would be transcribed as VašinGton), personal names and when consonants are not inside of one syllable.

/r/ can be syllabic, playing the role of the syllable nucleus in certain words (occasionally, it can even have a long accent). For example, the tongue-twister[image: External link] navrh brda vrba mrda involves four words with syllabic /r/. A similar feature exists in Czech[image: External link], Slovak[image: External link], and Macedonian[image: External link]. Very rarely other sonorants can be syllabic, like /l/ (in bicikl), /ʎ/ (surname Štarklj), /n/ (unit njutn), as well as /m/ and /ɲ/ in slang[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Further information: Pitch accent § Serbo-Croatian[image: External link], and Serbo-Croatian phonology § Pitch accent[image: External link]


Apart from Slovene, Serbo-Croatian is the only Slavic language with a pitch accent[image: External link] (simple tone[image: External link]) system. This feature is present in some other Indo-European languages[image: External link], such as Swedish[image: External link], Norwegian[image: External link], and Ancient Greek[image: External link]. Neo-Shtokavian Serbo-Croatian, which is used as the basis for standard Bosnian, Croatian, Montenegrin, and Serbian, has four "accents", which involve either a rising or falling tone[image: External link] on either long or short vowels, with optional post-tonic lengths:



	Serbo-Croatian accent system



	Slavicist

symbol
	
IPA[image: External link]

symbol
	Description



	e
	[e]
	non-tonic short vowel



	ē
	[eː]
	non-tonic long vowel



	è
	[ě]
	short vowel with rising tone



	é
	[ěː]
	long vowel with rising tone



	ȅ
	[ê]
	short vowel with falling tone



	ȇ
	[êː]
	long vowel with falling tone




The tone stressed vowels can be approximated in English with set vs. setting? said in isolation for a short tonic e, or leave vs. leaving? for a long tonic i, due to the prosody[image: External link] of final stressed syllables in English.

General accent rules in the standard language:


	Monosyllabic words may have only a falling tone (or no accent at all – enclitics[image: External link]);

	Falling tone may occur only on the first syllable of polysyllabic words;

	Accent can never occur on the last syllable of polysyllabic words.



There are no other rules for accent placement, thus the accent of every word must be learned individually; furthermore, in inflection, accent shifts are common, both in type and position (the so-called "mobile paradigms[image: External link]"). The second rule is not strictly obeyed, especially in borrowed words.

Comparative and historical linguistics offers some clues for memorising the accent position: If one compares many standard Serbo-Croatian words to e.g. cognate[image: External link] Russian words, the accent in the Serbo-Croatian word will be one syllable before the one in the Russian word, with the rising tone. Historically, the rising tone appeared when the place of the accent shifted to the preceding syllable (the so-called "Neoshtokavian retraction"), but the quality of this new accent was different – its melody still "gravitated" towards the original syllable. Most Shtokavian dialects (Neoshtokavian) dialects underwent this shift, but Chakavian, Kajkavian and the Old Shtokavian dialects did not.

Accent diacritics are not used in the ordinary orthography, but only in the linguistic or language-learning literature (e.g. dictionaries, orthography and grammar books). However, there are very few minimal pairs[image: External link] where an error in accent can lead to misunderstanding.
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Serbo-Croatian orthography is almost entirely phonetic. Thus, most words should be spelled as they are pronounced. In practice, the writing system does not take into account allophones[image: External link] which occur as a result of interaction between words:


	bit će – pronounced biće (and only written separately in Bosnian and Croatian)

	od toga – pronounced otoga (in many vernaculars)

	iz čega – pronounced iščega (in many vernaculars)



Also, there are some exceptions, mostly applied to foreign words and compounds, that favor morphological/etymological over phonetic spelling:


	postdiplomski (postgraduate) – pronounced pozdiplomski




One systemic exception is that the consonant clusters ds and dš do not change into ts and tš (although d tends to be unvoiced in normal speech in such clusters):


	predstava (show)

	odšteta (damages)



Only a few words are intentionally "misspelled", mostly in order to resolve ambiguity:


	šeststo (six hundred) – pronounced šesto (to avoid confusion with "šesto" [sixth])

	prstni (adj., finger) – pronounced prsni (to avoid confusion with "prsni" [adj., chest])
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Main articles: Gaj's Latin alphabet[image: External link], Serbian Cyrillic alphabet[image: External link], and Yugoslav Braille[image: External link]


Through history, this language has been written in a number of writing systems:


	
Glagolitic alphabet[image: External link], chiefly in Croatia[image: External link].

	
Arabic alphabet[image: External link] (mostly in Bosnia[image: External link]).

	
Cyrillic script[image: External link].

	various modifications of the Latin[image: External link] and Greek[image: External link] alphabets.



The oldest texts since the 11th century are in Glagolitic[image: External link], and the oldest preserved text written completely in the Latin alphabet is "Red i zakon sestara reda Svetog Dominika", from 1345. The Arabic alphabet had been used by Bosniaks[image: External link]; Greek writing is out of use there, and Arabic and Glagolitic persisted so far partly in religious liturgies.

Today, it is written in both the Latin[image: External link] and Cyrillic[image: External link] scripts. Serbian and Bosnian[image: External link] variants use both alphabets, while Croatian uses the Latin only.

The Serbian Cyrillic alphabet was revised by Vuk Stefanović Karadžić[image: External link] in the 19th century.

The Croatian Latin alphabet ( Gajica[image: External link]) followed suit shortly afterwards, when Ljudevit Gaj[image: External link] defined it as standard Latin[image: External link] with five extra letters that had diacritics[image: External link], apparently borrowing much from Czech[image: External link], but also from Polish[image: External link], and inventing the unique digraphs[image: External link] "lj", "nj" and "dž". These digraphs are represented as "ļ, ń and ǵ" respectively in the "Rječnik hrvatskog ili srpskog jezika", published by the former Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link] in Zagreb[image: External link].[72] The latter digraphs, however, are unused in the literary standard of the language. All in all, this makes Serbo-Croatian the only Slavic language to officially use both the Latin and Cyrillic scripts, albeit the Latin version is more commonly used.

In both cases, spelling is phonetic and spellings in the two alphabets map to each other one-to-one:

Latin to Cyrillic



	A
	a
	B
	b
	C
	c
	Č
	č
	Ć
	ć
	D
	d
	Dž
	dž
	Đ
	đ
	E
	e
	F
	f
	G
	g
	H
	h
	I
	i
	J
	j
	K
	k



	А
	а
	Б
	б
	Ц
	ц
	Ч
	ч
	Ћ
	ћ
	Д
	д
	Џ
	џ
	Ђ
	ђ
	Е
	е
	Ф
	ф
	Г
	г
	Х
	х
	И
	и
	Ј
	ј
	К
	к






	L
	l
	Lj
	lj
	M
	m
	N
	n
	Nj
	nj
	O
	o
	P
	p
	R
	r
	S
	s
	Š
	š
	T
	t
	U
	u
	V
	v
	Z
	z
	Ž
	ž



	Л
	л
	Љ
	љ
	М
	м
	Н
	н
	Њ
	њ
	О
	о
	П
	п
	Р
	р
	С
	с
	Ш
	ш
	Т
	т
	У
	у
	В
	в
	З
	з
	Ж
	ж




Cyrillic to Latin



	А
	а
	Б
	б
	В
	в
	Г
	г
	Д
	д
	Ђ
	ђ
	Е
	е
	Ж
	ж
	З
	з
	И
	и
	Ј
	ј
	К
	к
	Л
	л
	Љ
	љ
	М
	м



	A
	a
	B
	b
	V
	v
	G
	g
	D
	d
	Đ
	đ
	E
	e
	Ž
	ž
	Z
	z
	I
	i
	J
	j
	K
	k
	L
	l
	Lj
	lj
	M
	m






	Н
	н
	Њ
	њ
	О
	о
	П
	п
	Р
	р
	С
	с
	Т
	т
	Ћ
	ћ
	У
	у
	Ф
	ф
	Х
	х
	Ц
	ц
	Ч
	ч
	Џ
	џ
	Ш
	ш



	N
	n
	Nj
	nj
	O
	o
	P
	p
	R
	r
	S
	s
	T
	t
	Ć
	ć
	U
	u
	F
	f
	H
	h
	C
	c
	Č
	č
	Dž
	dž
	Š
	š






	Sample collation



	Latin collation order
	 
	Cyrillic

collation

order



	Latin
	Cyrillic

equivalent



	Ina
	Ина
	Ина

Инверзија

Инјекција

Иње



	Injekcija
	Инјекција



	Inverzija
	Инверзија



	Inje
	Иње




The digraphs[image: External link] Lj, Nj and Dž represent distinct phonemes[image: External link] and are considered to be single letters. In crosswords, they are put into a single square, and in sorting[image: External link], lj follows l and nj follows n, except in a few words where the individual letters are pronounced separately. For instance, nadživ(j)eti "to outlive" is composed of the prefix nad- "out, over" and the verb živ(j)eti "to live". The Cyrillic alphabet avoids such ambiguity by providing a single letter for each phoneme.

Đ used to be commonly written as Dj on typewriters, but that practice led to too many ambiguities. It is also used on car license plates[image: External link]. Today Dj is often used again in place of Đ on the Internet as a replacement due to the lack of installed Serbo-Croat keyboard layouts.
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Main article: Dialects of Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]



	
See also: South Slavic dialect continuum[image: External link]




South Slavic historically formed a dialect continuum[image: External link], i.e. each dialect has some similarities with the neighboring one, and differences grow with distance. However, migrations from the 16th to 18th centuries resulting from the spread of Ottoman Empire[image: External link] on the Balkans have caused large-scale population displacement that broke the dialect continuum into many geographical pockets. Migrations in the 20th century, primarily caused by urbanization[image: External link] and wars, also contributed to the reduction of dialectal differences.

The primary dialects are named after the most common question word for what: Shtokavian[image: External link] uses the pronoun što or šta, Chakavian[image: External link] uses ča or ca, Kajkavian (kajkavski )[image: External link], kaj or kej. In native terminology they are referred to as nar(j)ečje, which would be equivalent of "group of dialects", whereas their many subdialects are referred to as dijalekti "dialects" or govori "speeches".

The pluricentric Serbo-Croatian standard language and all four contemporary standard variants are based[image: External link] on the Eastern Herzegovinian[image: External link] subdialect of Neo-Shtokavian. Other dialects are not taught in schools or used by the state media. The Torlakian dialect[image: External link] is often added to the list, though sources usually note that it is a transitional dialect between Shtokavian and the Bulgaro-Macedonian dialects.



	
	
	




The Serbo-Croatian dialects differ not only in the question word they are named after, but also heavily in phonology, accentuation and intonation, case endings and tense system (morphology) and basic vocabulary. In the past, Chakavian and Kajkavian dialects were spoken on a much larger territory, but have been replaced by Štokavian during the period of migrations caused by Ottoman Turkish conquest of the Balkans in the 15th and the 16th centuries. These migrations caused the koinéisation of the Shtokavian dialects, that used to form the West Shtokavian (more closer and transitional towards the neighbouring Chakavian and Kajkavian dialects) and East Shtokavian (transitional towards the Torlakian and the whole Bulgaro-Macedonian area) dialect bundles, and their subsequent spread at the expense of Chakavian and Kajkavian. As a result, Štokavian now covers an area larger than all the other dialects combined, and continues to make its progress in the enclaves where non-literary dialects are still being spoken.[73]

The differences among the dialects can be illustrated on the example of Schleicher's fable[image: External link]. Diacritic signs are used to show the difference in accents and prosody, which are often quite significant, but which are not reflected in the usual orthography.






	

	Neoštokavian Ijekavian/Ekavian




	Óvca i kònji




	Óvca koja níje ìmala vȕnē vȉd(j)ela je kònje na br(ij)égu. Jèdan je òd njīh vȗkao téška kȍla, drȕgī je nòsio vèliku vrȅću, a trȅćī je nòsio čòv(j)eka.




	Óvca rȅče kònjima: «Sȑce me bòlī glȅdajūći čòv(j)eka kako jȁšē na kònju».




	A kònji rȅkoše: «Slȕšāj, ȏvco, nȃs sȑca bòlē kada vȉdīmo da čòv(j)ek, gospòdār, rȃdī vȕnu od ovácā i prȁvī òd(j)eću zá se. I ȍndā óvca nȇmā vȉše vȕnē.




	Čȗvši tō, óvca pȍb(j)eže ȕ polje.




	

	Old Štokavian ( Orubica[image: External link], Posavina[image: External link]):




	Óvca i kònji




	Óvca kòjā nî ìmala vȕnē vȉdla kònje na brîgu. Jèdān od njȉjū vũkō tȇška kȍla, drȕgī nosȉjo vȅlikū vrȅću, a trȅćī nosȉjo čovȉka.




	Óvca kȃza kȍnjima: «Svȅ me bolĩ kad glȅdām kako čòvik na kònju jȁšī».




	A kònji kāzȁše: «Slȕšāj, ȏvco, nãs sȑca bolũ kad vȉdīmo da čòvik, gȁzda, prȁvī vȕnu od ovãc i prȁvī rȍbu zá se od njẽ. I ȍndā ōvcȁ néma vȉšē vȕnē.




	Kad tȏ čȕ ōvcȁ, ȕteče ȕ polje.




	

	Čakavian ( Matulji[image: External link] near Rijeka):




	Ovcȁ i konjı̏




	Ovcȁ kȃ ni imȅla vȕni vȉdela je konjȉ na brȇge. Jedȃn je vȗkal tȇški vȏz, drȕgi je nosîl vȅlu vrȅt'u, a trȅt'i je nosîl čovȅka.




	Ovcȁ je reklȁ konjȇn: «Sȑce me bolĩ dok glȅdan čovȅka kako jȁše na konjȅ».




	A konjȉ su reklȉ: «Poslȕšaj, ovcȁ, nȃs sȑca bolẽ kad vȉdimo da čovȅk, gospodãr dȅla vȕnu od ovãc i dȅla rȍbu zȃ se. I ȍnda ovcȁ nĩma vȉše vȕni.




	Kad je tȏ čȕla, ovcȁ je pobȅgla va pȍje.




	

	Kajkavian (Marija Bistrica[image: External link]):




	õfca i kȍjni




	õfca tera nı̃je imȅ̩la vȕne vȉdla je kȍjne na briẽgu. Jȇn od nîh je vlẽ̩ke̩l tẽška kȍla, drȕgi je nȍsil vȅliku vrȅ̩ču, a trẽjti je nȍsil čovȅ̩ka.




	õfca je rȇkla kȍjnem: «Sȑce me bolĩ kad vîdim čovȅka kak jȃše na kȍjnu».




	A kȍjni su rȇkli: «Poslȕhni, õfca, nȃs sȑca bolĩju kad vîdime da čȍve̩k, gospodãr, dȇ̩la vȕnu ot õfci i dȇ̩la oblȅ̩ku zȃ se. I ȏnda õfca nȇma vȉše vȕne.




	Kad je to čȗla, õfca je pobȇ̩gla f pȍlje.




	

	English language




	The Sheep and the Horses




	[On a hill,] a sheep that had no wool saw horses, one of them pulling a heavy wagon, one carrying a big load, and one carrying a man quickly.




	The sheep said to the horses: "My heart pains me, seeing a man driving horses".




	The horses said: "Listen, sheep, our hearts pain us when we see this: a man, the master, makes the wool of the sheep into a warm garment for himself. And the sheep has no wool".




	Having heard this, the sheep fled into the plain.
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 Division by jat reflex




Main article: yat[image: External link]


A basic distinction among the dialects is in the reflex of the long Common Slavic[image: External link] vowel jat[image: External link], usually transcribed as *ě. Depending on the reflex, the dialects are divided into Ikavian, Ekavian, and Ijekavian, with the reflects of jat being /i/, /e/, and /ije/ or /je/ respectively. The long and short jat is reflected as long or short */i/ and /e/ in Ikavian and Ekavian, but Ijekavian dialects introduce a ije/je alternation to retain a distinction.

Standard Croatian and Bosnian are based on Ijekavian, whereas Serbian uses both Ekavian and Ijekavian forms (Ijekavian for Bosnian Serbs, Ekavian for most of Serbia). Influence of standard language through state media and education has caused non-standard varieties to lose ground to the literary forms.

The jat-reflex rules are not without exception. For example, when short jat is preceded by r, in most Ijekavian dialects developed into /re/ or, occasionally, /ri/. The prefix prě- ("trans-, over-") when long became pre- in eastern Ijekavian dialects but to prije- in western dialects; in Ikavian pronunciation, it also evolved into pre- or prije- due to potential ambiguity with pri- ("approach, come close to"). For verbs that had -ěti in their infinitive, the past participle ending -ěl evolved into -io in Ijekavian Neoštokavian.

The following are some examples:



	English
	Predecessor
	Ekavian
	Ikavian
	Ijekavian
	Ijekavian development



	beautiful
	*lěp
	lep
	lip
	lijep
	long ě → ije



	time
	*vrěme
	vreme
	vrime
	vrijeme



	faith
	*věra
	vera
	vira
	vjera
	short ě → je



	crossing
	*prělaz
	prelaz
	prеlaz or

prijelaz
	prеlaz or

prijelaz
	pr + long ě → prije



	times
	*vrěmena
	vremena
	vrimena
	vremena
	r + short ě → re



	need
	*trěbati
	trebati
	tribat(i)
	trebati



	heat
	*grějati
	grejati
	grijati
	grijati
	r + short ě → ri



	saw
	*viděl
	video
	vidio
	vidio
	ěl → io



	village
	*selo
	selo
	selo
	selo
	e in root, not ě
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 Present sociolinguistic situation
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 Comparison with other pluricentric languages




Enisa Kafadar argues that there is only one Serbo-Croatian language with several varieties.[74] This has made possible to include all four varieties into a new grammar book.[11] Daniel Bunčić concludes that it is a pluricentric language, with four standard variants spoken in Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina.[75] The mutual intelligibility between their speakers "exceeds that between the standard variants of English, French, German, or Spanish".[76] Other linguists have argued that the differences between the variants of Serbo-Croatian are less significant than those between the variants of English,[77] German,[78] Dutch,[79] and Hindi–Urdu.[80]

Among pluricentric languages,[81][82] Serbo-Croatian was the only one with a pluricentric standardisation within one state.[83][84] The dissolution of Yugoslavia has made Serbo-Croatian even more typical pluricentric language, since the variants of other pluricentric languages are also spoken in different states.[85][86]

See also: Differences between Serbo-Croatian standard varieties[image: External link]
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 Contemporary names




The current Serbian constitution of 2006 refers to the official language as Serbian,[87] while the Montenegrin constitution of 2007 proclaimed Montenegrin as the primary official language, but also grants other languages the right of official use.[88]


	Most Bosniaks[image: External link] refer to their language as Bosnian[image: External link].

	Most Croats[image: External link] refer to their language as Croatian[image: External link].

	Most Serbs[image: External link] refer to their language as Serbian[image: External link].

	
Montenegrins[image: External link] refer to their language either as Serbian[image: External link] or Montenegrin[image: External link].

	Ethnic Bunjevci[image: External link] refer to their language as Bunjevac[image: External link].



The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has specified different Universal Decimal Classification[image: External link] (UDC) numbers for Croatian (UDC 862, abbreviation hr) and Serbian (UDC 861, abbreviation sr), while the cover term Serbo-Croatian is used to refer to the combination of original signs (UDC 861/862, abbreviation sh). Furthermore, the ISO 639[image: External link] standard designates the Bosnian language with the abbreviations bos and bs.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] considers what it calls BCS (Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian) to be the main language of all Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian defendants. The indictments, documents, and verdicts of the ICTY are not written with any regard for consistently following the grammatical prescriptions of any of the three standards – be they Serbian, Croatian, or Bosnian.

For utilitarian purposes, the Serbo-Croatian language is often called "Naš jezik" ("Our language") or "Naški" (sic. "Ourish" or "Ourian") by native speakers. This politically correct[image: External link] term is frequently used to describe the Serbo-Croatian language by those who wish to avoid nationalistic and linguistic discussions.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Views of linguists in the former Yugoslavia
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 Serbian linguists




The majority of mainstream Serbian linguists consider Serbian and Croatian to be one language, that is called Serbo-Croatian (srpskohrvatski) or Croato-Serbian (hrvatskosrpski).[citation needed[image: External link]] A minority of Serbian linguists are of the opinion that Serbo-Croatian did exist, but has, in the meantime, dissolved.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Croatian linguists




The opinion of the majority of Croatian linguists[citation needed[image: External link]] is that there has never been a Serbo-Croatian language, but two different standard languages that overlapped sometime in the course of history. However, Croatian linguist Snježana Kordić[image: External link] has been leading an academic discussion on that issue in the Croatian journal Književna republika[89] from 2001 to 2010.[90][91] In the discussion, she shows that linguistic criteria such as mutual intelligibility, huge overlap in linguistic system, and the same dialectic basis of standard language provide evidence that Croatian, Serbian, Bosnian and Montenegrin are four national variants of the pluricentric Serbo-Croatian language.[92][93] Igor Mandić states: "During the last ten years, it has been the longest, the most serious and most acrid discussion (…) in 21st-century Croatian culture".[94] Inspired by that discussion, a monograph on language and nationalism[image: External link] has been published.[95]

The views of the majority of Croatian linguists that there is no Serbo-Croatian language, but several different standard languages, have been sharply criticized by German linguist Bernhard Gröschel[image: External link] in his monograph[96] Serbo-Croatian Between Linguistics and Politics.[97]

A more detailed overview, incorporating arguments from the Croatian philology and contemporary linguistics, would be as follows:


	Serbo-Croatian is a language

	One still finds many references to Serbo-Croatian, and proponents of Serbo-Croatian who deny that Croats, Serbs, Bosnians and Montenegrins speak different languages. The usual argument generally goes along the following lines:

	Standard Croatian, Serbian, Bosnian, and Montenegrin are completely mutually intelligible.[98][99] In addition, they use two alphabets that perfectly match each other ( Latin[image: External link] and Cyrillic[image: External link]), thanks to Ljudevit Gaj and Vuk Karadžić. Croats exclusively use Latin script and Serbs equally use both Cyrillic and Latin. Although Cyrillic is taught in Bosnia, most Bosnians, especially non-Serbs ( Bosniaks[image: External link] and Croats[image: External link]), favor Latin.

	The list of 100 words of the basic Croatian, Serbian, Bosnian, and Montenegrin vocabulary, as set out by Morris Swadesh, shows that all 100 words are identical.[100] According to Swadesh, 81 per cent are sufficient to be considered as a single language.[101]


	Typologically and structurally, these standard variants have virtually the same grammar, i.e. morphology and syntax.[102][103]


	The Serbo-Croatian language was standardised in the mid-19th century, and all subsequent attempts to dissolve its basic unity have not succeeded.

	The affirmation of distinct Croatian[image: External link], Serbian[image: External link], Bosnian[image: External link], and Montenegrin[image: External link] languages is politically motivated.

	According to phonology[image: External link], morphology[image: External link] and syntax[image: External link], these standard variants are essentially one language because they are based on the same, Štokavian dialect[image: External link].[104]









	Serbo-Croatian is not a language

	Similar arguments are made for other official standards which are nearly indistinguishable when spoken and which are therefore pluricentric languages, such as Malaysian[image: External link], and Indonesian[image: External link] (together called Malay[image: External link]),[105] or Standard Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] (together called Hindustani or Hindi-Urdu[image: External link]).[106] However, some argue that these arguments have flaws:




	

	Phonology, morphology, and syntax are not the only dimensions of a language: other fields (semantics, pragmatics, stylistics, lexicology[image: External link], etc.) also differ slightly. However, it is the case with other pluricentric languages.[107] A comparison is made to the closely related North Germanic languages[image: External link] (or dialects, if one prefers), though these are not fully mutually intelligible as the Serbo-Croatian standards are. A closer comparison may be General American[image: External link] and Received Pronunciation[image: External link] in English, which are closer to each other than the latter is to other dialects which are subsumed under "British English".

	Since the Croatian language as recorded in Držić[image: External link] and Gundulić[image: External link]'s works (16th and 17th centuries) is virtually the same as the contemporary standard Croatian (understandable archaisms apart), it is evident that the 19th-century formal standardization was just the final touch in the process that, as far as the Croatian language is concerned, had lasted more than three centuries. The radical break with the past, characteristic of modern Serbian (whose vernacular was likely not as similar to Croatian as it is today), is a trait completely at variance with Croatian linguistic history. In short, formal standardization processes for Croatian and Serbian had coincided chronologically (and, one could add, ideologically), but they haven't produced a unified standard language. Gundulić[image: External link] did not write in "Serbo-Croatian", nor did August Šenoa[image: External link]. Marko Marulić[image: External link] and Marin Držić[image: External link] wrote in a sophisticated idiom of the Croatian language some 300–350 years before "Serbo-Croatian" ideology appeared. Marulić explicitly called his Čakavian-written Judita as u uerish haruacchi slosena ("arranged in Croatian stanzas") in 1501, and the Štokavian grammar and dictionary of Bartol Kašić[image: External link] written in 1604 unambiguously identifies the ethnonyms Slavic and Illyrian with Croatian.







The linguistic debate in this region is more about politics than about linguistics per se.

The topic of language for writers from Dalmatia and Dubrovnik prior to the 19th century made a distinction only between speakers of Italian or Slavic, since those were the two main groups that inhabited Dalmatian city-states at that time. Whether someone spoke Croatian or Serbian was not an important distinction then, as the two languages were not distinguished by most speakers. This has been used as an argument to state that Croatian literature Croatian per se, but also includes Serbian and other languages that are part of Serbo-Croatian, These facts undermine the Croatian language proponents' argument that modern-day Croatian is based on a language called Old Croatian.

However, most intellectuals and writers from Dalmatia who used the Štokavian dialect and practiced the Catholic faith saw themselves as part of a Croatian nation as far back as the mid-16th to 17th centuries, some 300 years before Serbo-Croatian ideology appeared. Their loyalty was first and foremost to Catholic Christendom, but when they professed an ethnic identity, they referred to themselves as "Slovin" and "Illyrian" (a sort of forerunner of Catholic baroque pan-Slavism[image: External link]) and Croat[image: External link] – these 30-odd writers over the span of c. 350 years always saw themselves as Croats first and never as part of a Serbian nation. It should also be noted that, in the pre-national era, Catholic religious orientation did not necessarily equate with Croat ethnic identity in Dalmatia. A Croatian follower of Vuk Karadžić, Ivan Broz[image: External link], noted that for a Dalmatian to identify oneself as a Serb was seen as foreign as identifying oneself as Macedonian or Greek. Vatroslav Jagić[image: External link] pointed out in 1864:


	"As I have mentioned in the preface, history knows only two national names in these parts—Croatian and Serbian. As far as Dubrovnik is concerned, the Serbian name was never in use; on the contrary, the Croatian name was frequently used and gladly referred to"

	"At the end of the 15th century [in Dubrovnik and Dalmatia], sermons and poems were exquisitely crafted in the Croatian language by those men whose names are widely renowned by deep learning and piety."



(From The History of the Croatian language, Zagreb[image: External link], 1864.)

On the other hand, the opinion of Jagić from 1864 is argued not to have firm grounds. When Jagić says "Croatian", he refers to a few cases referring to the Dubrovnik vernacular as ilirski (Illyrian). This was a common name for all Slavic vernaculars in Dalmatian cities among the Roman inhabitants. In the meantime, other written monuments are found that mention srpski, lingua serviana (= Serbian), and some that mention Croatian.[108] By far the most competent Serbian scientist on the Dubrovnik language issue, Milan Rešetar[image: External link], who was born in Dubrovnik himself, wrote behalf of language characteristics: "The one who thinks that Croatian and Serbian are two separate languages must confess that Dubrovnik always (linguistically) used to be Serbian."[108]

Finally, the former medieval texts from Dubrovnik and Montenegro dating before the 16th century were neither true Štokavian nor Serbian, but mostly specific a Jekavian- Čakavian[image: External link] that was nearer to actual Adriatic[image: External link] islanders in Croatia.[109]
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 Political connotations




Nationalists have conflicting views about the language(s). The nationalists among the Croats conflictingly claim either that they speak an entirely separate language from Serbs and Bosnians or that these two peoples have, due to the longer lexicographic tradition among Croats, somehow "borrowed" their standard languages from them.[citation needed[image: External link]] Bosniak nationalists claim that both Croats and Serbs have "appropriated" the Bosnian language[image: External link], since Ljudevit Gaj[image: External link] and Vuk Karadžić[image: External link] preferred the Neoštokavian-Ijekavian dialect, widely spoken in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], as the basis for language standardization, whereas the nationalists among the Serbs claim either that any divergence in the language is artificial, or claim that the Štokavian dialect[image: External link] is theirs and the Čakavian[image: External link] Croats'— in more extreme formulations Croats have "taken" or "stolen" their language from the Serbs.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Proponents of unity among Southern Slavs claim that there is a single language with normal dialectal variations. The term "Serbo-Croatian" (or synonyms) is not officially used in any of the successor countries of former Yugoslavia.

In Serbia, the Serbian language is the official one, while both Serbian and Croatian are official in the province of Vojvodina[image: External link]. A large Bosniak minority is present in the southwest region of Sandžak[image: External link], but the "official recognition" of Bosnian language is moot.[110] Bosnian is an optional course in 1st and 2nd grade of the elementary school, while it is also in official use in the municipality of Novi Pazar[image: External link].[111] However, its nomenclature is controversial, as there is incentive that it is referred to as "Bosniak" (bošnjački) rather than "Bosnian" (bosanski) (see Bosnian language[image: External link] for details).

Croatian is the official language of Croatia, while Serbian is also official in municipalities with significant Serb population.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, all three languages are recorded as official but in practice and media, mostly Bosnian and Serbian are applied. Confrontations have on occasion been absurd. The academic Muhamed Filipović[image: External link], in an interview to Slovenian television, told of a local court in a Croatian district requesting a paid translator to translate from Bosnian to Croatian before the trial could proceed.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Words of Serbo-Croatian origin





	See Category:English terms derived from Serbo-Croatian[image: External link] on Wiktionary




	
Cravat[image: External link], from French cravate "Croat", by analogy with Flemish Krawaat and German Krabate, from Serbo-Croatian Hrvat,[112] as cravats were characteristic of Croatian dress

	
Polje[image: External link], from Serbo-Croatian polje "field"[113]


	
Slivovitz[image: External link], from German Slibowitz, from Bulgarian slivovitza or Serbo-Croatian šljivovica "plum brandy", from Old Slavic *sliva "plum" (cognate with English sloe[image: External link])[114]


	
Tamburitza[image: External link], Serbo-Croatian diminutive of tambura, from Turkish, from Persian ṭambūr " tanbur[image: External link]"[115]


	
Uvala[image: External link], from Serbo-Croatian uvala "hollow"[116]
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 See also





	Differences between Serbo-Croatian standard varieties[image: External link]

	Dialects of Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]

	Language secessionism in Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]

	Mutual intelligibility[image: External link]

	Pluricentric Serbo-Croatian language[image: External link]

	Serbo-Croatian relative clauses[image: External link]

	Serbo-Croatian grammar[image: External link]

	Serbo-Croatian kinship[image: External link]

	Serbo-Croatian phonology[image: External link]

	Shtokavian dialect[image: External link]

	South Slavic dialect continuum[image: External link]

	Standard language[image: External link]
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 Notes and references
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 Notes






	
^ a b Kosovo[image: External link] is the subject of a territorial dispute between the Republic of Kosovo[image: External link] and the Republic of Serbia[image: External link]. The Republic of Kosovo unilaterally declared independence[image: External link] on 17 February 2008, but Serbia continues to claim[image: External link] it as part of its own sovereign territory[image: External link]. The two governments began to normalise relations[image: External link] in 2013, as part of the Brussels Agreement[image: External link]. Kosovo has received formal recognition as an independent state from 111[image: External link] out of 193 United Nations[image: External link] member states[image: External link].
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William Jefferson Clinton (born William Jefferson Blythe III; August 19, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 42nd President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. Prior to the presidency he was the 40th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], from 1979 to 1981, and the state's 42nd governor, from 1983 to 1992. Before that, he served as Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], from 1977 to 1979. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Clinton was ideologically a New Democrat[image: External link] and many of his policies reflected a centrist[image: External link] "Third Way[image: External link]" political philosophy.

Clinton was born and raised in Arkansas[image: External link] and is an alumnus of Georgetown University[image: External link], where he was a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] and the Phi Beta Kappa Society[image: External link]; he earned a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to attend the University of Oxford[image: External link]. Clinton is married to Hillary Rodham Clinton[image: External link], who served as United States Secretary of State[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013 and U.S. senator from New York[image: External link], from 2001 to 2009, and was the Democratic nominee for president in 2016[image: External link]. Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham both earned degrees[image: External link] from Yale Law School[image: External link], where they met and began dating. As governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Clinton overhauled the state's education system and served as chairman of the National Governors Association[image: External link].

Clinton was elected president in 1992[image: External link], defeating incumbent Republican opponent George H. W. Bush[image: External link]. At age 46, he became the third-youngest president[image: External link] (behind Theodore Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy) and the first from the Baby Boomer[image: External link] generation. Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history and signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]. After failing to pass national health care reform[image: External link], the Democratic House was ousted when the Republican Party[image: External link] won control[image: External link] of the Congress[image: External link] in 1994, for the first time in 40 years. Two years later, in 1996[image: External link], Clinton became the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to be elected to a second term. Clinton passed welfare reform[image: External link] and the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link], as well as financial deregulation measures, including the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act[image: External link] and the Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000[image: External link].

In 1998, Clinton was impeached[image: External link] by the House of Representatives[image: External link] for perjury[image: External link] before a grand jury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link] during a lawsuit against him, both related to a scandal[image: External link] involving White House (and later Department of Defense[image: External link]) employee Monica Lewinsky[image: External link]. Clinton was acquitted by the U.S. Senate[image: External link] in 1999 and served his complete term of office.

The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported a budget surplus between the years 1998 and 2000, the last three years of Clinton's presidency. In foreign policy, Clinton ordered U.S. military intervention in the Bosnian[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link] wars, signed the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link] in opposition to Saddam Hussein[image: External link], and participated in the 2000 Camp David Summit[image: External link] to advance the Israeli–Palestinian peace process.

Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating[image: External link] of any U.S. president since World War II[image: External link]. Since then, Clinton has been involved in public speaking and humanitarian work. He created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address international causes, such as the prevention of AIDS and global warming[image: External link]. In 2004, Clinton published his autobiography, My Life[image: External link]. He has remained active in politics by campaigning for Democratic candidates, including his wife's campaigns for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link], and Barack Obama's presidential campaigns in 2008[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link].

In 2009, Clinton was named the United Nations special envoy[image: External link] to Haiti[image: External link] and after the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link], Clinton teamed with George W. Bush[image: External link] to form the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund[image: External link]. Since leaving office, Clinton has been rated highly in public opinion polls of U.S. presidents[image: External link].
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Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe III on August 19, 1946 at Julia Chester Hospital in Hope, Arkansas[image: External link].[1][2] He was the son of William Jefferson Blythe Jr.[image: External link] (1918–1946), a traveling salesman who had died in an automobile accident three months before his birth, and Virginia Dell Cassidy[image: External link] (later Virginia Kelley: 1923–1994).[3] His parents were married on September 4, 1943, but this union later proved to be bigamous, as Blythe was still married to a previous wife.[4] Soon after their son was born, his mother traveled to New Orleans[image: External link] to study nursing, leaving her son in Hope with her parents Eldridge and Edith Cassidy, who owned and ran a small grocery store.[2] At a time when the Southern United States was racially segregated[image: External link], Clinton's grandparents sold goods on credit[image: External link] to people of all races.[2] In 1950, Bill's mother returned from nursing school and married Roger Clinton Sr.[image: External link], who owned an automobile dealership[image: External link] in Hot Springs, Arkansas[image: External link], with his brother and Earl T. Ricks[image: External link].[2] The family moved to Hot Springs in 1950.

Although he immediately assumed use of his stepfather's surname, it was not until Clinton turned fifteen[5] that he formally adopted the surname Clinton as a gesture toward his stepfather.[2] Clinton says he remembers his stepfather as a gambler and an alcoholic who regularly abused his mother and half-brother, Roger Clinton Jr.[image: External link], to the point where he intervened multiple times with the threat of violence to protect them.[2][6]

In Hot Springs, Clinton attended St. John's Catholic Elementary School, Ramble Elementary School, and Hot Springs High School[image: External link]—where he was an active student leader, avid reader, and musician.[2] Clinton was in the chorus and played the tenor saxophone[image: External link], winning first chair in the state band's saxophone section. He briefly considered dedicating his life to music, but as he noted in his autobiography My Life[image: External link]:

Sometime in my sixteenth year, I decided I wanted to be in public life as an elected official. I loved music and thought I could be very good, but I knew I would never be John Coltrane[image: External link] or Stan Getz[image: External link]. I was interested in medicine and thought I could be a fine doctor, but I knew I would never be Michael DeBakey[image: External link]. But I knew I could be great in public service.[2]


Clinton's interest in law also began in Hot Springs High, when in his Latin class he took up the challenge to argue the defense of the ancient Roman Senator[image: External link] Catiline[image: External link] in a mock trial.[7] After a vigorous defense that made use of his "budding rhetorical and political skills", he told the Latin teacher Elizabeth Buck that it "made him realize that someday he would study law".[8]

Clinton has named two influential moments in his life that contributed to his decision to become a public figure, both occurring in 1963. One was his visit as a Boys Nation[image: External link] senator to the White House to meet President John F. Kennedy.[2][6] The other was watching Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]'s 1963 I Have a Dream[image: External link] speech on TV, which impressed him enough that he later memorized it.[9]
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With the aid of scholarships, Clinton attended the School of Foreign Service[image: External link] at Georgetown University[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., receiving a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service[image: External link] degree in 1968.

In 1964 and 1965, Clinton won elections for class president[image: External link].[10] From 1964 to 1967, he was an intern and then a clerk in the office of Arkansas Senator J. William Fulbright[image: External link].[2] While in college, he became a brother of co-ed service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega[image: External link][11] and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link]. Clinton was also a member of the Order of DeMolay[image: External link],[12] a youth group affiliated with Freemasonry, but he never became a Freemason[image: External link]. He is a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] honorary band fraternity.[13]
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Upon graduation, Clinton won a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to University College, Oxford[image: External link], where he initially read for a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Philosophy, Politics and Economics[image: External link] but transferred to a B.Litt.[image: External link] in Politics and, ultimately, a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Politics.[14] However, because Clinton did not expect a second year because of the draft, had switched programs and, as was common among other Rhodes Scholars from his cohort, had received an offer to study at Yale Law School[image: External link], Yale University[image: External link], he left early to return to the United States and did not receive a degree from Oxford.[6][15][16]

During his time at Oxford, Clinton befriended fellow American Rhodes Scholar Frank Aller, whose suicide in 1971 following a draft[image: External link] letter to the Vietnam War[image: External link] had an influential impact on Clinton.[14][17] British writer and feminist Sara Maitland[image: External link] notably said of Clinton, "I remember Bill and Frank Aller taking me to a pub in Walton Street in the summer term of 1969 and talking to me about the Vietnam war. I knew nothing about it, and when Frank began to describe the napalming of civilians I began to cry. Bill said that feeling bad wasn't good enough. That was the first time I encountered the idea that liberal sensitivities weren't enough and you had to do something about such things".[14] He also developed an interest in rugby union[image: External link], which he played at Oxford.[18]

While president, in 1994, Clinton received an honorary degree and a fellowship by the University of Oxford, specifically, for being "a doughty and tireless champion of the cause of world peace", having "a powerful collaborator in his wife," and for winning "general applause for his achievement of resolving the gridlock which prevented an agreed budget".[15][19]
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While at Oxford, Clinton also participated in Vietnam War protests[image: External link] and organized an October 1969 Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam[image: External link] event.[2]

Clinton received Vietnam War[image: External link] draft deferments while he was in England during 1968 and 1969.[20] He was planning to attend law school in the U.S. and was aware that he might lose his draft deferment. Clinton tried unsuccessfully to obtain positions in the National Guard[image: External link] or Air Force[image: External link], and he then made arrangements to join the Reserve Officers' Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) program at the University of Arkansas[image: External link].[21]

He subsequently decided not to join the ROTC, saying in a letter to the officer in charge of the program that he opposed the war, but did not think it was honorable to use ROTC, National Guard, or Reserve service to avoid serving in Vietnam. He further stated that because he opposed the war, he would not volunteer to serve in uniform, but would subject himself to the draft, and would serve if selected only as a way "to maintain my political viability within the system".[22] Clinton registered for the draft and received a high number (311), meaning that those whose birthdays had been drawn as numbers 1 to 310 would have to be drafted[image: External link] before him, making it unlikely that he would be drafted. (In fact, the highest number drafted was 195.)[23]

Colonel[image: External link] Eugene Holmes, the Army officer who had been involved with Clinton's ROTC application, suspected that Clinton attempted to manipulate the situation to avoid the draft and avoid serving in uniform. He issued a notarized[image: External link] statement during the 1992 presidential campaign:

I was informed by the draft board that it was of interest to Senator Fulbright's office that Bill Clinton, a Rhodes Scholar, should be admitted to the ROTC[image: External link] program ... I believe that he purposely deceived me, using the possibility of joining the ROTC as a ploy to work with the draft board to delay his induction and get a new draft classification.[24]


During the 1992 campaign, it was revealed that Clinton's uncle had attempted to secure him a position in the Navy Reserve[image: External link], which would have prevented him from being deployed to Vietnam. This effort was unsuccessful and Clinton said in 1992 that he had been unaware of it until then.[25] Although legal, Clinton's actions with respect to the draft and deciding whether to serve in the military were criticized during his first presidential campaign by conservatives and some Vietnam veterans, some of whom charged that he had used Fulbright's influence to avoid military service.[26][27] Clinton's 1992 campaign manager, James Carville[image: External link], successfully argued that Clinton's letter in which he declined to join the ROTC should be made public, insisting that voters, many of whom had also opposed the Vietnam War, would understand and appreciate his position.[28]
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After Oxford, Clinton attended Yale Law School[image: External link] and earned a Juris Doctor[image: External link] (J.D.) degree in 1973.[2][6] In the Yale Law Library[image: External link], in 1971, he met fellow law student Hillary Rodham, who was a class year ahead of him.[2][29] They began dating and soon were inseparable. After only about a month, Clinton postponed his plans to be a coordinator for the George McGovern campaign[image: External link] for the 1972 United States presidential election[image: External link] in order to move in with her in California.[30] They married on October 11, 1975, and their only child, Chelsea[image: External link], was born on February 27, 1980.[29]

Clinton eventually moved to Texas with Rodham in 1972 to take a job leading George McGovern[image: External link]'s effort there. He spent considerable time in Dallas[image: External link], at the campaign's local headquarters on Lemmon Avenue, where he had an office. Clinton worked with future two-term mayor of Dallas[image: External link] Ron Kirk[image: External link],[31] future governor of Texas[image: External link] Ann Richards[image: External link],[32] and then unknown television director (and future filmmaker) Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[33]
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Further information: Electoral history of Bill Clinton[image: External link]
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Further information: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986[image: External link]; and Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990[image: External link]


After graduating from Yale Law School, Clinton returned to Arkansas and became a law professor at the University of Arkansas[image: External link]. In 1974, he ran for the House of Representatives[image: External link]. Running in a conservative district against incumbent Republican John Paul Hammerschmidt[image: External link], Clinton's campaign was bolstered by the anti-Republican and anti-incumbent mood resulting from the Watergate scandal[image: External link]. Hammerschmidt, who had received 77 percent of the vote in 1972, defeated Clinton by only a 52 percent to 48 percent margin. In 1976, Clinton ran for Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link]. With only minor opposition in the primary and no opposition at all in the general election,[34] Clinton was elected.[6]

Clinton was elected Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] in 1978, having defeated the Republican candidate Lynn Lowe[image: External link], a farmer from Texarkana[image: External link]. At age 32, he became the youngest governor in the country. Due to his youthful appearance, Clinton was often called the "Boy Governor".[35][36][37] He worked on educational reform and Arkansas's roads, with wife Hillary leading a successful committee on urban health care reform. However, his term included an unpopular motor vehicle tax and citizens' anger over the escape of Cuban refugees (from the Mariel boatlift[image: External link]) detained in Fort Chaffee[image: External link] in 1980. Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] of Kingsland[image: External link] in Cleveland County[image: External link], polled 31 percent of the vote against Clinton in the Democratic gubernatorial primary of 1980. Some suggested Schwarzlose's unexpected voter turnout foreshadowed Clinton's defeat in the general election that year by Republican[image: External link] challenger Frank D. White[image: External link]. As Clinton once joked, he was the youngest ex-governor in the nation's history.[6]

Clinton joined friend Bruce Lindsey[image: External link]'s Little Rock law firm of Wright, Lindsey and Jennings.[38] In 1982, he was again elected governor and kept the office for ten years; beginning with the 1986 election, Arkansas had changed its gubernatorial term of office from two to four years. During his term, he helped transform Arkansas's economy and improved the state's educational system.[39] For senior citizens[image: External link], he removed the sales tax[image: External link] from medications and increased the home property-tax exemption.[40] He became a leading figure among the New Democrats[image: External link], a group of Democrats[image: External link] who advocated welfare reform, smaller government, and other policies not supported by liberals. Formally organized as the Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] (DLC), the New Democrats argued that in light of President Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s landslide victory in 1984[image: External link], the Democratic Party needed to adopt a more centrist political stance in order to succeed at the national level.[40][41] Clinton delivered the Democratic response[image: External link] to Reagan's 1985 State of the Union Address[image: External link] and served as chair of the National Governors Association[image: External link] from 1986 to 1987, bringing him to an audience beyond Arkansas.[6]

In the early 1980s, Clinton made reform of the Arkansas education system a top priority. Chaired by Clinton's wife Hillary Rodham Clinton, also an attorney and chair of the Legal Services Corporation[image: External link], the Arkansas Education Standards Committee transformed Arkansas's education system. Proposed reforms included more spending for schools (supported by a sales-tax increase), better opportunities for gifted children, vocational education, higher teachers' salaries, more course variety, and compulsory teacher competency exams. The reforms passed in September 1983 after Clinton called a special legislative session[image: External link]—the longest in Arkansas history.[39] Many have considered this the greatest achievement of the Clinton governorship.[6][40] He defeated four Republican candidates for governor: Lowe (1978), White (1982 and 1986), Jonesboro[image: External link] businessmen Woody Freeman[image: External link] (1984), and Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] of Little Rock (1990).[34]

Also in the 1980s, The Clintons' personal and business affairs included transactions that became the basis of the Whitewater controversy[image: External link] investigation, which later dogged his presidential administration.[42] After extensive investigation over several years, no indictments were made against the Clintons related to the years in Arkansas.[6][43]

According to some sources, in his early years Clinton was a death penalty opponent who switched positions.[44][45] During Clinton's term, Arkansas performed its first executions since 1964 (the death penalty had been re-enacted on March 23, 1973).[46] As Governor, he oversaw four executions: one by electric chair[image: External link] and three by lethal injection[image: External link]. Later, as president, Clinton was the first president to pardon a death-row inmate since the federal death penalty was reintroduced in 1988.[47]
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 1988 Democratic presidential primaries




In 1987, there was media speculation Clinton would enter the race after then-New York Governor[image: External link] Mario Cuomo[image: External link] declined to run and Democratic front-runner Gary Hart[image: External link] withdrew owing to revelations of marital infidelity. Clinton decided to remain as Arkansas governor (following consideration for the potential candidacy of Hillary Rodham Clinton for governor, initially favored—but ultimately vetoed—by the First Lady).[48] For the nomination, Clinton endorsed Massachusetts Governor[image: External link] Michael Dukakis[image: External link]. He gave the nationally televised opening night address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], but his speech, which was 33 minutes long and twice as long as it was expected to be, was criticized for being too long[49] and poorly delivered.[50] Clinton presented himself as both a moderate and a member of the New Democrat wing of the Democratic Party, and he headed the moderate Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] in 1990 and 1991.[40][51]
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 Presidency (1993–2001)




Main article: Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


During his presidency, Clinton advocated for a wide variety of legislation and programs[image: External link], most of which were enacted into law or implemented by the executive branch. His policies, particularly the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and welfare reform[image: External link], have been attributed to a centrist[image: External link] Third Way[image: External link] philosophy of governance.[52][53] His policy of fiscal conservatism[image: External link] helped to reduce deficits on budgetary matters.[54][55] Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history.[56][57][58] The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported budget surpluses of $69 billion in 1998, $126 billion in 1999, and $236 billion in 2000,[59] during the last three years of Clinton's presidency.[60] Over the years of the recorded surplus, the gross national debt rose each year. At the end of the fiscal year (September 30) for each of the years a surplus was recorded, The U.S. treasury reported a gross debt of $5.413 trillion in 1997, $5.526 trillion in 1998, $5.656 trillion in 1999, and $5.674 trillion in 2000.[61][62] Over the same period, the Office of Management and Budget reported an end of year (December 31) gross debt of $5.369 trillion in 1997, $5.478 trillion in 1998, $5.606 in 1999, and $5.629 trillion in 2000.[63] At the end of his presidency, the Clintons moved to Chappaqua, New York[image: External link] in order to satisy a residency requirement for his wife to win election as a U.S. Senator from New York.
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 1992 presidential campaign




Further information: Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]; United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]; and Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992[image: External link]


In the first primary contest, the Iowa Caucus[image: External link], Clinton finished a distant third to Iowa Senator Tom Harkin[image: External link]. During the campaign for the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], reports of an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] surfaced. As Clinton fell far behind former Massachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas[image: External link] in the New Hampshire polls,[6] following Super Bowl XXVI[image: External link], Clinton and his wife Hillary went on 60 Minutes[image: External link] to rebuff the charges. Their television appearance was a calculated risk, but Clinton regained several delegates. He finished second to Tsongas in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], but after trailing badly in the polls and coming within single digits of winning, the media viewed it as a victory. News outlets labeled him "The Comeback Kid" for earning a firm second-place finish.[64]

Winning the big prizes of Florida and Texas and many of the Southern primaries[image: External link] on Super Tuesday[image: External link] gave Clinton a sizable delegate lead. However, former California Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link] was scoring victories and Clinton had yet to win a significant contest outside his native South.[6][51] With no major Southern state remaining, Clinton targeted New York, which had many delegates. He scored a resounding victory in New York City, shedding his image as a regional candidate.[51] Having been transformed into the consensus candidate, he secured the Democratic Party nomination, finishing with a victory in Jerry Brown[image: External link]'s home state of California.[6]

During the campaign, questions of conflict of interest[image: External link] regarding state business and the politically powerful Rose Law Firm[image: External link], at which Hillary Rodham Clinton was a partner, arose. Clinton argued the questions were moot because all transactions with the state had been deducted before determining Hillary's firm pay.[2][65] Further concern arose when Bill Clinton announced that, with Hillary, voters would be getting two presidents "for the price of one".[66]

While campaigning for U.S. president, the then-Governor Clinton returned to Arkansas to see that Ricky Ray Rector[image: External link] would be executed. After killing a police officer and a civilian, Rector shot himself in the head, leading to what his lawyers said was a state where he could still talk but did not understand the idea of death. According to Arkansas state and Federal law, a seriously mentally impaired inmate cannot be executed. The courts disagreed with the allegation of grave mental impairment and allowed the execution. Clinton's return to Arkansas for the execution was framed in a New York Times[image: External link] article as a possible political move to counter "soft on crime" accusations.[44][67]

Because Bush's approval ratings[image: External link] were around 80 percent during the Gulf War[image: External link], he was described as unbeatable. However, when Bush compromised with Democrats to try to lower Federal deficits, he reneged on his promise not to raise taxes[image: External link], hurting his approval rating. Clinton repeatedly condemned Bush for making a promise he failed to keep.[51] By election time, the economy was souring and Bush saw his approval rating plummet to just slightly over 40 percent.[51][68] Finally, conservatives were previously united by anti-communism, but with the end of the Cold War, the party lacked a uniting issue. When Pat Buchanan[image: External link] and Pat Robertson[image: External link] addressed Christian themes at the Republican National Convention[image: External link]—with Bush criticizing Democrats for omitting God from their platform—many moderates were alienated.[69] Clinton then pointed to his moderate, "New Democrat" record as governor of Arkansas, though some on the more liberal side of the party remained suspicious.[70] Many Democrats who had supported Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Bush in previous elections switched their support to Clinton.[71] Clinton and his running mate, Al Gore[image: External link], toured the country during the final weeks of the campaign, shoring up support and pledging a "new beginning".[71]

Clinton won the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] (370 electoral votes) against Republican incumbent George H. W. Bush[image: External link] (168 electoral votes) and billionaire populist[image: External link] Ross Perot[image: External link] (0 electoral votes), who ran as an independent on a platform that focused on domestic issues. A significant part of Clinton's success was Bush's steep decline in public approval.[71] Clinton's election ended twelve years of Republican rule of the White House and twenty of the previous twenty-four years. The election gave Democrats full control of the United States Congress[image: External link],[3] the first time one party controlled both the executive and legislative branches since Democrats held the 96th United States Congress[image: External link] during the presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link].[72][73]
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 First term (1993–1997)




Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as the 42nd president of the United States on January 20, 1993. Shortly after taking office, he signed the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993[image: External link] on February 5, which required large employers to allow employees to take unpaid leave for pregnancy or a serious medical condition. This action had bipartisan support,[75] and was popular with the public.[76]

Two days after taking office, on January 22, 1993—the 20th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade[image: External link]—Clinton reversed restrictions on domestic and international family planning[image: External link] programs that had been imposed by Reagan and Bush.[77] Clinton said that abortion should be kept "safe, legal, and rare"—a slogan that had been suggested by University of California, San Diego[image: External link] political scientist Samuel L. Popkin[image: External link] and first used by Clinton in December 1991, while campaigning.[78] During the eight years of the Clinton administration, the U.S. abortion rate declined by about 18.4 percent.[79]

On February 15, 1993, Clinton made his first address to the nation, announcing his plan to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit[image: External link].[80] Two days later, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress[image: External link], Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on reducing the deficit rather than on cutting taxes for the middle class, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[81] Clinton's advisers pressured him to raise taxes, based on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[82]

On May 19, 1993, Clinton fired seven employees of the White House Travel Office, causing the White House travel office controversy[image: External link] even though the travel office staff served at the pleasure of the president and could be dismissed without cause[image: External link]. The White House responded to the controversy by claiming that the firings were done in response to financial improprieties that had been revealed by a brief FBI investigation.[83] Critics contended that the firings had been done to allow friends of the Clintons to take over the travel business and the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted.[84]

In August, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link], which passed Congress without a Republican vote. It cut taxes for 15 million low-income families, made tax cuts available to 90 percent of small businesses,[85] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2 percent of taxpayers. Additionally, it mandated that the budget be balanced over a number of years through the implementation of spending restraints.[86]

On September 22, 1993, Clinton made a major speech to Congress regarding a health care reform plan[image: External link]; the program aimed at achieving universal coverage through a national health care plan. This was one of the most prominent items on Clinton's legislative agenda and resulted from a task force headed by Hillary Clinton. The plan was well received in political circles, but it was eventually doomed by well-organized lobby opposition from conservatives, the American Medical Association[image: External link], and the health insurance industry. However, Clinton biographer John F. Harris[image: External link] stated that the program failed because of a lack of coordination within the White House.[43] Despite the Democratic majority in Congress, the effort to create a national health care system ultimately died when compromise legislation by George J. Mitchell[image: External link] failed to gain a majority of support in August 1994. The failure of the bill was the first major legislative defeat of the Clinton administration.[40][43]

In November 1993, David Hale[image: External link]—the source of criminal allegations against Bill Clinton in the Whitewater controversy[image: External link]—alleged that while he was governor of Arkansas, Clinton pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[87] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project, but the Clintons themselves were never charged, and Clinton maintains his and his wife's innocence in the affair.

Clinton signed the Brady Bill[image: External link] into law on November 30, 1993, which mandated federal background checks[image: External link] on firearm purchasers in the United States and imposed a five-day waiting period on purchases, until the NICS system[image: External link] was implemented in 1998. He also expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link], a subsidy for low-income workers.[43]

In December that year, allegations by Arkansas state troopers Larry Patterson[image: External link] and Roger Perry were first reported by David Brock[image: External link] in The American Spectator[image: External link]. In the affair later known as " Troopergate[image: External link]", the officers alleged that they arranged sexual liaisons for Clinton back when he was governor of Arkansas. The story mentioned a woman named Paula, a reference to Paula Jones[image: External link]. Brock later apologized to Clinton, saying the article was politically motivated "bad journalism", and that "the troopers were greedy and had slimy motives".[88]

That month, Clinton implemented a Department of Defense directive known as "Don't Ask, Don't Tell[image: External link]", which allowed gay men and women to serve in the armed services provided they kept their sexuality a secret, and forbade the military from inquiring about an individual's sexual orientation.[89] The policy was developed as a compromise after Clinton's proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the military met staunch opposition from prominent Congressional Republicans and Democrats, including Senators John McCain[image: External link] (R-AZ) and Sam Nunn[image: External link] (D-GA). According to David Mixner[image: External link], Clinton's support for the compromise led to a heated dispute with Vice President Al Gore, who felt that "the President should lift the ban ... even though [his executive order] was sure to be overridden by the Congress".[90] Some gay-rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise to get votes and contributions.[91] Their position was that Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, noting that President Harry S. Truman[image: External link] used executive order to racially desegregate the armed forces. Clinton's defenders argued that an executive order might have prompted the Senate to write the exclusion of gays into law, potentially making it harder to integrate the military in the future.[40] Later in his presidency, in 1999, Clinton criticized the way the policy was implemented, saying he did not think any serious person could say it was not "out of whack".[92] The policy remained controversial, and was finally repealed in 2011[image: External link], removing open sexual orientation as a reason for dismissal from the armed forces.[93]

On January 1, 1994, Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] into law.[94] Throughout his first year in office, Clinton consistently supported ratification of the treaty by the U.S. Senate. Clinton and most of his allies in the Democratic Leadership Committee strongly supported free trade measures; there remained, however, strong disagreement within the party. Opposition came chiefly from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats and supporters of Ross Perot[image: External link]. The bill passed the house with 234 votes against 200 opposed (132 Republicans and 102 Democrats voting in favor; 156 Democrats, 43 Republicans, and 1 independent against). The treaty was then ratified by the Senate and signed into law by the president.[94]

The Omnibus Crime Bill[image: External link], which Clinton signed into law in September 1994,[95] made many changes to U.S. crime and law enforcement legislation including the expansion of the death penalty to include crimes not resulting in death, such as running a large-scale drug enterprise. During Clinton's re-election campaign he said, "My 1994 crime bill expanded the death penalty for drug kingpins, murderers of federal law enforcement officers, and nearly 60 additional categories of violent felons."[96] It also included a subsection of assault weapons ban[image: External link] for a ten-year period.

The Clinton administration also launched the first official White House website, whitehouse.gov[image: External link], on October 21, 1994.[97][98] It was followed by three more versions, resulting in the final edition launched in 2000.[99][100] The White House website was part of a wider movement of the Clinton administration toward web-based communication. According to Robert Longley, "Clinton and Gore were responsible for pressing almost all federal agencies, the U.S. court system and the U.S. military onto the Internet, thus opening up America's government to more of America's citizens than ever before. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to utilize information technology fully to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[101]

After two years of Democratic Party control, the Democrats lost control of Congress in the mid-term elections in 1994[image: External link], for the first time in forty years.[102]

The White House FBI files controversy[image: External link] of June 1996 arose concerning improper access by the White House to FBI[image: External link] security-clearance documents. Craig Livingstone, head of the White House Office of Personnel Security, improperly requested, and received from the FBI, background report files without asking permission of the subject individuals; many of these were employees of former Republican administrations.[103] In March 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray[image: External link] determined that there was no credible evidence of any crime. Ray's report further stated, "there was no substantial and credible evidence that any senior White House official was involved" in seeking the files.[104]

On September 21, 1996, Clinton signed into law the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] (DOMA), which defines marriage for federal purposes as the legal union of one man and one woman, allowing individual states to refuse to recognize gay marriages performed in other states.[105] Paul Yandura[image: External link], speaking for the White House gay and lesbian liaison office, said that Clinton's signing of DOMA "was a political decision that they made at the time of a re-election". In defense of his actions, Clinton has said that DOMA was an attempt to "head off an attempt to send a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage to the states", a possibility he described as highly likely in the context of a "very reactionary Congress".[106] Administration spokesman Richard Socarides[image: External link] said, "the alternatives we knew were going to be far worse, and it was time to move on and get the president re-elected."[107] Clinton himself stated that DOMA was something "which the Republicans put on the ballot to try to get the base vote for Bush up, I think it's obvious that something had to be done to try to keep the Republican Congress from presenting that".[108] Others were more critical. The veteran gay rights and gay marriage activist Evan Wolfson[image: External link] has called these claims "historic revisionism".[107] In a July 2, 2011, editorial The New York Times opined, "The Defense of Marriage Act was enacted in 1996 as an election-year wedge issue, signed by President Bill Clinton in one of his worst policy moments."[109] Ultimately, in United States v. Windsor[image: External link], the U.S. Supreme Court struck down DOMA in June 2013.[110]

Despite DOMA, Clinton was the first president to select openly gay persons for administrative positions,[111] and is generally credited as the first president to publicly champion gay rights.[112] During his Presidency, Clinton controversially issued two substantial executive orders on behalf of gay rights, the first lifting the ban on security clearances for LGBT federal employees[113] and the second outlawing discrimination based on sexual orientation in the federal civilian workforce.[114] Under Clinton's leadership, federal funding for HIV/AIDS research, prevention and treatment more than doubled.[115] And Clinton also pushed for passing hate crimes laws for gays and for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link], which, buoyed by his lobbying, failed to pass the Senate by a single vote in 1996.[116] Advocacy for these issues, paired with the politically unpopular nature of the gay rights movement at the time, led to enthusiastic support for Clinton's election and reelection by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link].[112] Clinton came out for gay marriage in July 2009[117] and urged the Supreme Court to overturn DOMA in 2013.[118] He was later honored by GLAAD[image: External link] for his prior pro-gay stances and his reversal on DOMA.[119]

The 1996 United States campaign finance controversy[image: External link] was an alleged effort by the People's Republic of China (PRC) to influence the domestic policies of the United States, before and during the Clinton administration, and involved the fundraising practices of the administration itself. The Chinese government denied all accusations.[121]

As part of a 1996 initiative to curb illegal immigration[image: External link], Clinton signed the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act[image: External link] (IIRIRA) on September 30, 1996. Appointed by Clinton,[122] the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform[image: External link] recommended reducing legal immigration from about 800,000 people a year to about 550,000.[123][124]

Ken Gormley[image: External link], author of The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr, reveals in his book that Clinton narrowly escaped possible assassination in the Philippines in November 1996. During his visit to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] (APEC) forum in Manila, while he was on his way to meet with a senior member of the Philippine government, Clinton was saved from danger minutes before his motorcade was scheduled to drive over a bridge charged with a timed improvised explosive device (IED).[125] According to officials, the IED was large enough to "blow up the entire presidential motorcade".[126] Details of the plot were revealed to Gormley by Lewis C. Merletti[image: External link], former member of the presidential protection detail and Director of the Secret Service[image: External link]. Intelligence officers intercepted a radio transmission indicating that there was a wedding cake under a bridge.[125] This alerted Merletti and others as Clinton's motorcade was scheduled to drive over a major bridge in downtown Manila.[126] Once more, the word "wedding" was the code name used by a terrorist group for a past assassination attempt.[126] Merletti wanted to reroute the motorcade, but the alternate route would add forty-five minutes to the drive time. Clinton was very angry, as he was already late for the meeting, but following the advice of the secret service possibly saved his life. Two other bombs had been discovered in Manila earlier in the week so the threat level that day was high.[127] Security personnel at the Manila International Airport uncovered several grenades and a timing device in a travel bag.[128] Officials also discovered a bomb near a major U.S. naval base.[128] The president was scheduled to visit both of these locations later in the week. An intense investigation took place into the events in Manila and it was discovered that the group behind the bridge bomb was a Saudi terrorist group in Afghanistan known as al-Qaeda[image: External link] and the plot was masterminded by Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[126] Until recently, this thwarted assassination attempt was never made public and remained top secret. Only top members of the U.S. intelligence community were aware of these events.[126]
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 1996 presidential election




In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2 percent of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole[image: External link] (40.7 percent of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot[image: External link] (8.4 percent of the popular vote), becoming the first Democratic incumbent since Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] to be elected to a second term and the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to be elected president more than once.[129] The Republicans lost three seats in the House and gained two in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of the 105th United States Congress[image: External link]. Clinton received 379, or over 70 percent of the Electoral College[image: External link] votes, with Dole receiving 159 electoral votes.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In the January 1997 State of the Union address, Clinton proposed a new initiative to provide health coverage to up to five million children. Senators Ted Kennedy[image: External link]—a Democrat—and Orrin Hatch[image: External link]—a Republican—teamed up with Hillary Rodham Clinton and her staff in 1997, and succeeded in passing legislation forming the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link] (SCHIP), the largest (successful) health care reform in the years of the Clinton Presidency. That year, Hillary Clinton shepherded through Congress the Adoption and Safe Families Act[image: External link] and two years later she succeeded in helping pass the Foster Care Independence Act[image: External link]. He negotiated the passage of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997[image: External link] by the Republican Congress. In October 1997, he announced he was getting hearing aids, due to hearing loss attributed to his age, and his time spent as a musician in his youth.[130] In 1999 Clinton signed into law the Financial Services Modernization Act also known as the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link], which repealed the part of the Glass–Steagall Act[image: External link] that had prohibited a bank from offering a full range of investment[image: External link], commercial banking[image: External link], and insurance services since its enactment in 1933.[131]
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 Impeachment and acquittal




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


After the 1998 elections, the House impeached Clinton[image: External link], alleging perjury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link] related to the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link].[43] Clinton was only the second U.S. president to be impeached, after Andrew Johnson[image: External link]. Impeachment proceedings were based on allegations that Clinton had illegally lied about and covered up his relationship with 22-year-old White House (and later Department of Defense[image: External link]) employee Monica Lewinsky[image: External link].[132] After the Starr Report[image: External link] was submitted to the House providing what it termed "substantial and credible information that President Clinton Committed Acts that May Constitute Grounds for an Impeachment",[133] the House began impeachment hearings against Clinton before the mid-term elections[image: External link]. To hold impeachment proceedings, the Republican leadership called a lame-duck session[image: External link] in December 1998.

While the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] hearings ended in a straight party-line vote, there was lively debate on the House floor. The two charges passed in the House (largely with Republican support, but with a handful of Democratic votes as well) were for perjury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link]. The perjury charge arose from Clinton's testimony before a grand jury[image: External link] that had been convened to investigate perjury[image: External link] he may have committed in his sworn deposition during Paula Jones[image: External link]'s sexual harassment lawsuit.[134] The obstruction charge was based on his actions to conceal his relationship with Lewinsky before and after that deposition.

The Senate later acquitted Clinton on both charges.[135] The Senate refused to meet to hold an impeachment trial before the end of the old term, so the trial was held over until the next Congress. Clinton was represented by Washington law firm Williams & Connolly[image: External link].[136] The Senate finished a twenty-one-day trial on February 12, 1999, with the vote of 55 Not Guilty/45 Guilty on the perjury charge[135] and 50 Not Guilty/50 Guilty on the obstruction of justice charge.[137] Both votes fell short of the Constitutional two-thirds majority requirement to convict and remove an officeholder. The final vote was generally along party lines, with no Democrats voting guilty, and only a handful of Republicans voting not guilty.[135]

On January 19, 2001, Clinton's law license was suspended for five years after he acknowledged to an Arkansas circuit court that he had engaged in conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice in the Jones case.[138][139]
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 Pardons and commutations




Clinton controversially issued[image: External link] 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[43][140] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich[image: External link] and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham[image: External link], accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[141] Federal prosecutor Mary Jo White[image: External link] was appointed to investigate the pardon of Rich. She was later replaced by then-Republican James Comey[image: External link], who found no wrongdoing on Clinton's part. Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[142]
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 Military and foreign events




Further information: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration[image: External link]


Many military events occurred during Clinton's presidency. The Battle of Mogadishu[image: External link] occurred in Somalia[image: External link] in 1993. During the operation, two U.S. helicopters[image: External link] were shot down by rocket-propelled grenade[image: External link] attacks to their tail rotors[image: External link], trapping soldiers behind enemy lines. This resulted in an urban battle that killed 18 American soldiers, wounded 73 others, and one was taken prisoner. There were many more Somali casualties. Some of the American bodies were dragged through the streets—a spectacle broadcast on television news programs. In response, U.S. forces were withdrawn from Somalia and later conflicts were approached with fewer soldiers on the ground. In 1995, U.S. and NATO[image: External link] aircraft attacked Bosnian Serb targets[image: External link] to halt attacks on U.N. safe zones and to pressure them into a peace accord. Clinton deployed U.S. peacekeepers to Bosnia in late 1995, to uphold the subsequent Dayton Agreement[image: External link].

In February 1996, the Clinton administration agreed to pay Iran US$131.8 million in settlement to discontinue a case brought by Iran in 1989 against the U.S. in the International Court of Justice[image: External link] after the shooting down of Iran Air Flight 655[image: External link] by the U.S. Navy guided missile cruiser[image: External link].[143]

Capturing Osama bin Laden[image: External link] had been an objective of the U.S. government during the presidency of Bill Clinton (and continued to be until bin Laden's death in 2011[image: External link]).[144] Despite claims by Mansoor Ijaz[image: External link] and Sudanese officials that the Sudanese government had offered to arrest and extradite bin Laden and that U.S. authorities rejected each offer[145] the 9/11 Commission Report[image: External link] stated that "we have not found any reliable evidence to support the Sudanese claim".[146]

In response to a 1996 State Department warning about bin Laden and the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in East Africa[image: External link] by al-Qaeda[image: External link] (which killed 224 people, including 12 Americans), Clinton ordered several military missions to capture or kill bin Laden, both of which were unsuccessful.[147] In August 1998, Clinton ordered cruise missile strikes on terrorist targets in Afghanistan and Sudan[image: External link], targeting the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link] in Sudan, which was suspected of assisting bin Laden in making chemical weapons, and bin Laden's terrorist training camps in Afghanistan.[148]

To stop the ethnic cleansing[image: External link] and genocide[image: External link][149][150] of Albanians by anti-guerilla military units in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]'s province of Kosovo[image: External link], Clinton authorized the use of U.S. Armed Forces in a NATO[image: External link] bombing campaign against Yugoslavia in 1999, named Operation Allied Force[image: External link]. General Wesley Clark[image: External link] was Supreme Allied Commander of NATO[image: External link] and oversaw the mission. With United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244[image: External link], the bombing campaign ended on June 10, 1999. The resolution placed Kosovo under UN administration and authorized a peacekeeping force[image: External link] to be deployed to the region.[151] NATO announced that its forces had suffered zero combat deaths,[152] and two deaths from an Apache helicopter[image: External link] crash.[153] Opinions in the popular press criticized pre-war genocide statements by the Clinton administration as greatly exaggerated.[154][155] In 2001, the U.N.-supervised[image: External link] Supreme Court of Kosovo[image: External link] ruled that genocide did not take place, but recognized "a systematic campaign of terror, including murders, rapes, arsons and severe maltreatments".[156] The term "ethnic cleansing" was used as an alternative to "genocide" to denote not just ethnically motivated murder but also displacement, though critics charge there is no difference.[157] Slobodan Milošević[image: External link], the president of Yugoslavia at the time of the atrocities, was eventually brought to trial[image: External link] before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] in the Hague[image: External link] on charges of crimes against humanity[image: External link], genocide, and war crimes.[158] Milošević died in 2006, before the completion of the trial.[158][159]

In Clinton's 1998 State of the Union Address[image: External link], he warned Congress that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein[image: External link] was building an arsenal of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons:


Saddam Hussein has spent the better part of this decade, and much of his nation's wealth, not on providing for the Iraqi people, but on developing nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and the missiles to deliver them. The United Nations weapons inspectors have done a truly remarkable job, finding and destroying more of Iraq's arsenal than was destroyed during the entire gulf war. Now, Saddam Hussein wants to stop them from completing their mission. I know I speak for everyone in this chamber, Republicans and Democrats, when I say to Saddam Hussein, "You cannot defy the will of the world", and when I say to him, "You have used weapons of mass destruction before; we are determined to deny you the capacity to use them again.[160]



Seeking to weaken Hussein's grip on power, Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998[image: External link] into law on October 31, 1998, which instituted a policy of "regime change" against Iraq, though it explicitly stated it did not provide for direct intervention on the part of American military forces.[161][162] The administration then launched a four-day bombing campaign named Operation Desert Fox[image: External link], lasting from December 16 to 19, 1998. At the end of this operation Clinton announced that "So long as Saddam remains in power, he will remain a threat to his people, his region, and the world. With our allies, we must pursue a strategy to contain him and to constrain his weapons of mass destruction program, while working toward the day Iraq has a government willing to live at peace with its people and with its neighbors."[163] American and British aircraft in the Iraq no-fly zones attacked hostile Iraqi air defenses 166 times in 1999 and 78 times in 2000.[164][165]

Clinton's November 2000 visit to Vietnam[image: External link] was the first by a U.S. president since the end of the Vietnam War[image: External link].[166] On October 10, 2000, Clinton signed into law the U.S.–China Relations Act of 2000[image: External link], which granted permanent normal trade relations[image: External link] (PNTR) trade status to People's Republic of China.[167] The president asserted that free trade would gradually open China to democratic reform.[168] Clinton also oversaw a boom of the U.S. economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus[image: External link] for the first time since 1969.[169]

After initial successes such as the Oslo Accords[image: External link] of the early 1990s, which also led to the Israel–Jordan peace treaty[image: External link] in 1994 and the Wye River Memorandum[image: External link] in October 1998, Clinton attempted an effort to end the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link]. He brought Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak[image: External link] and Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser Arafat[image: External link] together at Camp David[image: External link] for the Camp David Summit[image: External link] in July 2000, which lasted 14 days.[43] Following the failures of the peace talks, Clinton stated Arafat "missed the opportunity" to facilitate a "just and lasting peace". In his autobiography[image: External link], Clinton blames Arafat for the collapse of the summit.[2][170] Following another attempt in December 2000 at Bolling Air Force Base[image: External link], in which the president offered the Clinton Parameters[image: External link], the situation broke down completely after the end of the Taba Summit[image: External link] and with the start of the Second Intifada[image: External link].[43]
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 Judicial appointments




Main articles: Bill Clinton Supreme Court candidates[image: External link] and List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Clinton appointed two justices to the Supreme Court[image: External link]: Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] in 1993[171] and Stephen Breyer[image: External link] in 1994.[172]

Along with his two Supreme Court appointments, Clinton appointed 66 judges to the United States courts of appeals[image: External link] and 305 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. His 373 judicial appointments are the second most in American history behind those of Ronald Reagan. Clinton also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies[image: External link], as 69 nominees to federal judgeships[image: External link] did not receive a vote in the Republican[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link]. In all, 84 percent of his nominees were confirmed.[173]

Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] was one of the judges who was appointed by Clinton to the Court of Appeals. She was nominated by Clinton in 1997 to the Second Circuit[image: External link]. Sotomayor was confirmed in 1998, following a delay of more than a year that was caused by Republican opposition.[174][175]

Clinton was the first president in history to appoint more women and minority judges than white male judges to the federal courts.[176] In his eight years in office, 11.6% of Clinton's court of appeals nominees and 17.4% of his district court nominees were black; 32.8% of his court of appeals nominees and 28.5% of his district court nominees were women.[177] Clinton appointed the first African American judges to the Fourth Circuit[image: External link] (Roger Gregory[image: External link]) and the Seventh Circuit[image: External link] (Ann Claire Williams[image: External link]).[177] Clinton also appointed the nation's first openly gay or lesbian[image: External link] federal judge when he named Deborah Batts[image: External link] to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link]. Batts was confirmed by the Senate in a voice vote[image: External link] in 1994.[178]
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 Public opinion




Clinton's job approval rating fluctuated in the 40s and 50s throughout his first term. In his second term, his rating consistently ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s.[179] After his impeachment proceedings in 1998 and 1999, Clinton's rating reached its highest point.[180] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll, Clinton left office with an approval rating of 68 percent, which matched those of Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] as the highest ratings for departing presidents in the modern era.[181] Clinton's average Gallup poll[image: External link] approval rating for his last quarter in office was 61%, the highest final quarter rating any president has received for fifty years.[182] Forty-seven percent of the respondents identified themselves as being Clinton supporters.[182]

As he was leaving office, a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll revealed that 45 percent of Americans said they would miss him; 55 percent thought he "would have something worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life"; 68 percent thought he would be remembered more for his "involvement in personal scandal" than for "his accomplishments"; and 58 percent answered "No" to the question "Do you generally think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?"[182] The same percentage said he would be remembered as either "outstanding" or "above average" as a president, while 22 percent said he would be remembered as "below average" or "poor".[182] ABC News[image: External link] characterized public consensus on Clinton as, "You can't trust him, he's got weak morals and ethics – and he's done a heck of a good job."[183]

In May 2006, a CNN poll comparing Clinton's job performance with that of his successor, George W. Bush, found that a strong majority of respondents said Clinton outperformed Bush in six different areas questioned.[184] Gallup polls in 2007 and 2011 showed that Clinton was regarded by 13% of Americans as the greatest president in U.S. history.[185][186]

In 2014, 18% of respondents in a Quinnipiac University Polling Institute[image: External link] poll of American voters regarded Clinton as the best president since World War II, making him the third most popular among postwar presidents, behind John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan[image: External link].[187] The same poll showed that just 3% of American voters regarded Clinton as the worst president since World War II.[187]

A 2015 poll by The Washington Post asked 162 scholars of the American Political Science Association[image: External link] to rank all the U.S. presidents in order of greatness. According to their findings, Clinton ranked eighth overall, with a rating of 70 percent.[188]
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


See also: Bill Clinton sexual misconduct allegations[image: External link]


As the first baby boomer[image: External link] president, Clinton was the first president since Calvin Coolidge[image: External link] not to have been alive during World War II.[189] Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of sound bite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was a major factor in his high public approval ratings.[190][191] When Clinton played the saxophone on The Arsenio Hall Show[image: External link], he was described by some religious conservatives as "the MTV president".[192] Opponents sometimes referred to him as "Slick Willie", a nickname which was first applied to him in 1980 by Pine Bluff Commercial journalist Paul Greenberg[image: External link];[193] Greenberg believed that Clinton was abandoning the progressive policies of previous Arkansas Governors such as Winthrop Rockefeller[image: External link], Dale Bumpers[image: External link] and David Pryor[image: External link].[193] The claim "Slick Willie" would last throughout his presidency.[194] Standing at a height of 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m), Clinton is tied with five others as the fourth-tallest president[image: External link] in the nation's history.[195][196] His folksy manner led him to be nicknamed[image: External link] Bubba[image: External link], especially in the South.[197] Since 2000, he has frequently been referred to as "The Big Dog" or "Big Dog".[198][199] His prominent role in campaigning for President Obama during the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] and his widely publicized speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], where he officially nominated Obama and criticized Republican nominee Mitt Romney[image: External link] and Republican policies in detail, earned him the nickname "Explainer-in-Chief".[200][201]

Clinton drew strong support from the African American community and made improving race relations a major theme of his presidency.[202] In 1998, Nobel[image: External link] laureate Toni Morrison[image: External link] called Clinton "the first Black president", saying, "Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, McDonald's[image: External link]-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas".[203] Noting that Clinton's sex life was scrutinized more than his career accomplishments, Morrison compared this to the stereotyping and double standards[image: External link] that blacks typically endure,[203] although many viewed this comparison as unfair and disparaging to both Clinton and the African-American community at large.[204] Clinton, a Baptist[image: External link],[205] has been open about his faith.[206]

Shortly after he took office, conservative newspaper owner Richard Mellon Scaife[image: External link] organized a fundraising campaign to smear Clinton's image in the media.[207] Leading the Arkansas Project[image: External link], Scaife and other associates sought to find sources in Clinton's home state of Arkansas who would be willing to dish out negative allegations against the president.[207]

In 1994, Paula Jones[image: External link] brought a sexual harassment lawsuit against Clinton, claiming he made unwanted advances in 1991, which he denied. In April 1998, the case was initially dismissed by Judge Susan Webber Wright[image: External link] as lacking legal merit.[208] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[209] In 1998, lawyers for Paula Jones released court documents contending a pattern of sexual harassment by Clinton when he was governor of Arkansas. Robert S. Bennett[image: External link], Clinton's main lawyer for the case, called the filing "a pack of lies" and "an organized campaign to smear the President of the United States" funded by Clinton's political enemies.[210] Clinton later agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying $850,000.[211] Bennett said that the president made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[212] During the deposition for the Jones lawsuit, which was held at the White House,[213] Clinton denied having sexual relations[image: External link] with Monica Lewinsky[image: External link] – a denial that became the basis for an impeachment charge of perjury.[214]

In 1992, Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] stated that she had a relationship with Clinton that began in 1980.[215] Flowers at first denied that she had an affair with Clinton, but later changed her story.[216][217] After Clinton at first denied having a relationship with Flowers on 60 Minutes, he later admitted that he had a sexual encounter with Flowers.[218]

In 1998, Kathleen Willey[image: External link] alleged that Clinton groped her in a hallway in 1993. An independent counsel determined Willey gave "false information" to the FBI, inconsistent with sworn testimony related to the Jones allegation.[219] On March 19, 1998, Julie Hiatt Steele, a friend of Willey, released an affidavit[image: External link], accusing the former White House aide of asking her to lie to corroborate Ms. Willey's account of being sexually groped by Clinton in the Oval Office.[220] An attempt by Kenneth Starr to prosecute Steele for making false statements and obstructing justice ended in a mistrial and Starr declined to seek a retrial after Steele sought an investigation against the former Independent Counsel for prosecutorial misconduct.[221] Linda Tripp[image: External link]'s grand jury testimony also differed from Willey's claims regarding inappropriate sexual advances.[222]

Also in 1998, Juanita Broaddrick[image: External link] alleged that Clinton had raped her in the spring of 1978, although she stated she did not remember the exact date.[223] In another 1998 event, Elizabeth Gracen[image: External link] recanted a six-year-old denial and stated she had a one-night stand with Clinton in 1982.[224] Gracen later apologized to Hillary Clinton.[225] Throughout the year, however, Gracen eluded a subpoena[image: External link] from Kenneth Starr to testify her claim in court.[226]
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 Post-presidency (2001–present)




Main article: Post-presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Bill Clinton continues to be active in public life, giving speeches, fundraising, and founding charitable organizations.[227] Clinton has spoken in prime time at every Democratic National Convention[image: External link] since 1988.[228] Robert Reich[image: External link] has suggested that Clinton is in a state of "permanent election"[image: External link], due to the impeachment proceedings during his presidency and his continuing support in the campaigns of his wife Hillary Clinton.[229]
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 Activities until 2008 campaign




In 2002, Clinton warned that pre-emptive military action against Iraq would have unwelcome consequences,[230][231] and later claimed to have opposed the Iraq War from the start (though some dispute this).[232] In 2005, Clinton criticized the Bush administration for its handling of emissions control, while speaking at the United Nations Climate Change conference[image: External link] in Montreal.[233]

The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park[image: External link] in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] was dedicated in 2004.[234] Clinton released a best-selling autobiography, My Life[image: External link] in 2004.[235] In 2007, he released Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World[image: External link], which also became a New York Times Best Seller[image: External link] and garnered positive reviews.[236]

In the aftermath of the 2004 Asian tsunami[image: External link], U.N. Secretary-General[image: External link] Kofi Annan[image: External link] appointed Clinton to head a relief effort.[237] After Hurricane Katrina[image: External link], Clinton joined with fellow former president George H. W. Bush to establish the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund in January 2005, and the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in October of that year.[238] As part of the tsunami effort, these two ex-presidents appeared in a Super Bowl XXXIX[image: External link] pre-game show,[239] and traveled to the affected areas.[240] They also spoke together at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin[image: External link] in April 2007.[241]

Based on his philanthropic worldview,[242] Clinton created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address issues of global importance. This foundation includes the Clinton Foundation HIV and AIDS Initiative (CHAI), which strives to combat that disease, and has worked with the Australian government toward that end. The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), begun by the Clinton Foundation in 2005, attempts to address world problems such as global public health[image: External link], poverty alleviation and religious and ethnic conflict[image: External link].[243] In 2005, Clinton announced through his foundation an agreement with manufacturers to stop selling sugared drinks in schools.[244] Clinton's foundation joined with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group[image: External link] in 2006 to improve cooperation among those cities, and he met with foreign leaders to promote this initiative.[245] The foundation has received donations from a number of governments all over the world, including Asia and the Middle East.[246] In 2008, Foundation director Inder Singh[image: External link] announced deals to reduce the price of anti-malaria drugs by 30 percent in developing nations.[247] Clinton also spoke in favor of California Proposition 87[image: External link] on alternative energy[image: External link], which was voted down.[248]
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 2008 presidential election




During the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign[image: External link], Clinton vigorously advocated on behalf of his wife, Hillary Clinton. Through speaking engagements and fundraisers, he was able to raise $10 million toward her campaign.[249] Some worried that as an ex-president, he was too active on the trail, too negative to Clinton rival Barack Obama, and alienating his supporters at home and abroad.[250] Many were especially critical of him following his remarks in the South Carolina primary, which Obama won. Later in the 2008 primaries, there was some infighting between Bill and Hillary's staffs, especially in Pennsylvania.[251] Considering Bill's remarks, many thought that he could not rally Hillary supporters behind Obama after Obama won the primary.[252] Such remarks lead to apprehension that the party would be split to the detriment of Obama's election. Fears were allayed August 27, 2008, when Clinton enthusiastically endorsed Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention, saying that all his experience as president assures him that Obama is "ready to lead".[253] After Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign was over, Bill Clinton continued to raise funds to help pay off her campaign debt.[254][255]
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 After the 2008 election




In 2009, Clinton travelled to North Korea on behalf of two American journalists imprisoned in North Korea[image: External link]. Euna Lee[image: External link] and Laura Ling[image: External link] had been imprisoned for illegally entering the country from China.[256] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] had made a similar visit in 1994.[256] After Clinton met with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il[image: External link], Kim issued a pardon.[257][258]

Since then, Clinton has been assigned a number of other diplomatic missions. He was named United Nations Special Envoy[image: External link] to Haiti in 2009.[259] In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link], U.S. President Barack Obama announced that Clinton and George W. Bush[image: External link] would coordinate efforts to raise funds for Haiti's recovery.[260] Clinton continues to visit Haiti to witness the inauguration of refugee villages, and to raise funds for victims of the earthquake.[261] In 2010, Clinton announced support of, and delivered the keynote address for, the inauguration of NTR[image: External link], Ireland's first environmental foundation.[262][263] At the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], Clinton gave a widely praised speech nominating Barack Obama.[264]
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 2016 presidential election




During the 2016 Presidential Election[image: External link], Clinton again encouraged voters to support Hillary Clinton, including a campaign stop in Wilmington, NC.[265] In a series of tweets, then-President-Elect Donald Trump criticized his ability to get people out to vote.[266]
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 Post-presidential health concerns




In September 2004, Clinton received a quadruple bypass surgery.[267] In March 2005, he underwent surgery for a partially collapsed lung.[268] On February 11, 2010, he was rushed to NewYork–Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] in New York City after complaining of chest pains, and had two coronary stents[image: External link] implanted in his heart.[267][269] After this experience, Clinton adopted the plant-based whole foods ( vegan[image: External link]) diet recommended by doctors Dean Ornish[image: External link] and Caldwell Esselstyn[image: External link].[270]
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 Wealth




The Clintons accrued several million dollars in legal bills during his presidency; they were paid off four years after he left office.[271] Both Bill and Hillary Clinton have received millions of dollars in book authorship fees.[272] In 2016, Forbes reported Bill and Hillary Clinton made about $240 million in the 15 years from January 2001 to December 2015 (mostly from paid speeches, business consulting and book-writing).[273] Also in 2016, CNN reported the Clintons combined to receive more than $153 million in paid speeches from 2001 until spring 2015.[274] In May 2015, The Hill[image: External link] reported that Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more than $25 million in speaking fees since the start of 2014, and that Hillary Clinton also made $5 million or more from her book, Hard Choices[image: External link], during the same time period.[275] In July 2014, The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported that at the end of 2012, the Clintons were worth between $5 million and $25.5 million, and that in 2012 (the last year they were required to disclose the information) the Clintons made between $16 and $17 million, mostly from speaking fees earned by the former president.[276] Clinton earned more than $104 million from paid speeches between 2001 and 2012.[277] In June 2014, ABC News and The Washington Post reported that Bill Clinton has made more than $100 million giving paid speeches since leaving public office, and in 2008, the New York Times reported that the Clintons' income tax returns[278] show they have made $109 million in the 8 years from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2007, including almost $92 million from his speaking and book-writing.[272][279][280][281]

Bill Clinton has given dozens of paid speeches each year, mostly to corporations and philanthropic groups in North America and Europe, often earning $100,000 to $300,000 per speech.[274][282][283][284] Hillary Clinton said that she and Bill came out of the White House financially "broke" and in debt, especially due to large legal fees incurred during their years in the White House. "We had no money when we got there, and we struggled to, you know, piece together the resources for mortgages, for houses, for Chelsea's education." She added, "Bill has worked really hard ... we had to pay off all our debts ... he had to make double the money because of, obviously, taxes; and then pay off the debts, and get us houses, and take care of family members."[280]
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 Honors and recognition




Main article: List of honors and awards received by Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Various colleges and universities have awarded Clinton honorary degrees, including Doctorate of Law[image: External link] degrees[285][286] and Doctor of Humane Letters[image: External link] degrees.[287] He is an Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar[image: External link], although he did not complete his studies there.[288][289] Schools have been named for Clinton,[290][291][292] and statues have been built to pay him homage.[293][294] U.S. states where he has been honored include Missouri,[295] Arkansas,[296] Kentucky,[297] and New York.[298] He was presented with the Medal for Distinguished Public Service[image: External link] by Secretary of Defense[image: External link] William Cohen[image: External link] in 2001.[299] The Clinton Presidential Center[image: External link] was opened in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] in his honor on December 5, 2001.[300]

He has been honored in various other ways, in countries that include the Czech Republic,[301] Papua New Guinea,[302] Germany,[303] and Kosovo.[293] The Republic of Kosovo, in gratitude for his help during the Kosovo War[image: External link], renamed a major street in the capital city of Pristina[image: External link] as Bill Clinton Boulevard[image: External link] and added a monumental Clinton statue.[304][305][306]

Clinton was selected as Time's "Man of the Year[image: External link]" in 1992,[307] and again in 1998, along with Ken Starr[image: External link].[308] From a poll conducted of the American people in December 1999, Clinton was among eighteen included in Gallup's List of Widely Admired People[image: External link] of the 20th century.[309] He was honored with a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children[image: External link], a J. William Fulbright[image: External link] Prize for International Understanding,[310] a TED[image: External link] Prize (named for the confluence of technology, entertainment and design),[311] and was named as an Honorary GLAAD Media Award[image: External link] recipient for his work as an advocate for the LGBT[image: External link] community.[312]

In 2011, President Michel Martelly[image: External link] of Haiti awarded Clinton with the National Order of Honour and Merit[image: External link] to the rank of Grand Cross "for his various initiatives in Haiti and especially his high contribution to the reconstruction of the country after the earthquake of January 12, 2010". Clinton declared at the ceremony that "in the United States of America, I really don't believe former American presidents need awards anymore, but I am very honored by this one, I love Haiti, and I believe in its promise".[313]

U.S. President Barack Obama awarded Clinton the Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] on November 20, 2013.[314]
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 Electoral history






	Year
	Office
	District
	Democratic
	Republican
	Other



	1974
	Arkansas 3rd congressional district
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48.17%
	John Paul Hammerschmidt
	51.83%
	
	



	1976
	Arkansas Attorney General
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	



	1978
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Lynn Lowe
	37%
	
	



	1980
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48%
	Frank White
	52%
	
	



	1982
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	55%
	Frank White
	45%
	
	



	1984
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Woody Freeman
	37%
	
	



	1986
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	64%
	Frank White
	36%
	
	



	1990
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	57%
	Sheffield Nelson
	42%
	
	



	1992
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	43%
	George H. W. Bush
	37%
	Ross Perot (I)
	19%



	1996
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	49%
	Bob Dole
	41%
	Ross Perot (Reform)
	8%
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 Authored books





	Between Hope and History[image: External link]. New York: Times Books. 1996. ISBN  978-0-8129-2913-3[image: External link].

	My Life[image: External link] (1st ed.). New York: Vintage Books. 2004. ISBN  978-1-4000-3003-3[image: External link].

	Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World[image: External link] (1st ed.). New York: Knopf. 2007. ISBN  0-307-26674-5[image: External link].

	Back to Work: Why We Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy[image: External link]. Knopf. 2011. ISBN  978-0-307-95975-1[image: External link].
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 Recordings




Bill Clinton is one of the narrators on a 2003 recording of Sergei Prokofiev[image: External link]'s Peter and the Wolf, on Pentatone[image: External link], together with Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] and Sophia Loren[image: External link].
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 See also
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