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INTRODUCTION



Every room in your home has the potential to showcase your personal style, and your bathroom is no exception. Nowadays, bathrooms combine function with style, incorporating materials, surfaces, and textures that used to be confined to other areas of the home. In addition, there are many functional elements that bathrooms contain, including fixtures, fittings, cabinets, lighting, and ventilation systems.


 


The many options in fixtures, materials, and finishes that are available today allow you to create your own style in the bath.
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The Smart Approach to Design: Bathrooms will


• explain all of these components,


• explain the features that will fit in best with your lifestyle and needs, and


• highlight stylish features you can make your own.


Want a modern sink, a Euro-style bathtub, or traditional fixtures? How about marble countertops, tile floors, or mirrored accents on the walls? Go for it—any style can be incorporated into your home to create a bathroom you will love for both the way it functions and its good looks.
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Bathroom decor may run the gamut from ultra modern to classic, such as old world
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A combination of contemporary and nostalgic styles.









CHAPTER 1


THINKING AHEAD



It can be a good idea to remodel or add another bathroom, even in a tough economy. An updated design or a second bath will increase the value and livability of your house. The most important thing you can do prior to the start of your project is to prepare. Know what you need, what you’d love to have, and how you’re going to pay for it. And find the best people to get the job done right. This is one of those remodeling projects that you’ll never regret!





Thinking about adding a bath or remodeling an old one? Plan ahead to make the most of your time, money, and space.
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Assessing Your Needs


At the outset, make a list of what you would like your new bathroom to be and how you need it to function. Will it be your at-home spa? A shared bath for the family? Simply a practical extra bath? The type of bathroom—and who will use it—may determine its size and will certainly affect the products you select to finish it.


If you’re remodeling an existing bath, it’s good to make a list of what you don’t like about it and what you hope to change. Is there enough storage? Is the lighting around the vanity or lav suitable for grooming? Are the fixtures functioning efficiently? Is the ventilation adequate?


Maybe you’d like to replace your one-piece tub and shower with an extra-deep soaker and a walk-in rain shower. Perhaps the materials—tiles, vanity countertop, faucets, light fixtures, and so forth—should be updated.


Take safety measures into account in your analysis. Are there enough ground-fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs)? These receptacles should be installed in wet areas, such as bathrooms, because they can sense an imbalance in the electrical circuit and cut the current in a fraction of a second. Unlike GFCIs, ordinary receptacles cannot protect you against the full force of an electrical shock.


Other safety concerns about an older bath can be the condition of the floor tiles—are they cracked or slippery? How old are the faucets? Are they equipped with anti-scalding mechanisms?


Don’t forget to take ergonomics into account, especially if older family members will use the room. Are the valves easy to open and close? Is it easy or difficult to enter the tub or shower? Are there grab bars?
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You can still live large in a modest size bath. Here, a mirrored wall visually enlarges the room and counterbalances the visual weight of the large, dark vanity.
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Sliding screens reveal storage and a dressing room in an adjacent space.
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Overall, a neutral color scheme is calm and timeless.






Q & A


Can I replace a bathtub and small shower in my primary bath with just a large walk-in shower? I heard that this was a no-no.


what the experts say


Real estate and remodeling experts both say that a house without a bathtub will lower the resale value. Most people with young children who are buying a house want at least one bathtub. However, you’re talking about the primary bath, and assuming there is another bathroom with a tub in your house, you’re probably safe with just a shower, especially if it’s large and has desirable spa features.


what real people do


Many people are forgoing a bathtub to make space for a large walk-in shower, especially when they are planning to stay in their house for at least five years. All the experts would agree that, in this case, the most important thing you can do is make your bath what you want it to be. For people who rarely, if ever, use the tub, a great shower makes a lot of sense.


In fact, when you put your house on the market, depending on who is buying, a glamorous custom shower for two with multiple showerheads and sprayers, steam, and other luxe features may even seal the deal.
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A spa shower has some serious benefits, but a generous soaking tub may be more your speed. Looking for a style upgrade? Splurge on an elegant floor tile or sleek, trendy fixtures. It’s your money, spend it on your priorities








Making a (Wish) List and Checking It Twice


Go ahead and make your wish list as long as you like. Remember: you’re only wishing at this stage, so the sky’s the limit. This is a good time to visit bath design showrooms and home centers and to jot down ideas that you may have seen online or on TV. When it’s available, note the cost.


Go over your list, making sure that what you’ve got on it is both practical and affordable for your circumstances. Be sure to consider your lifestyle: a gorgeous, jetted tub may be some people’s idea of luxe bathing. But if you’re strictly a shower person, don’t be afraid to forgo the tub and build a fabulous shower in its place.


When you come up with a close-to-perfect plan, look for areas to trim expenses in case your budget were to become an issue. Decide what you really can’t live without. Then, determine areas where you can substitute or make compromises. For example, rather than selecting real stone, choose a ceramic tile that looks like stone, but is more affordable.
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it’s in the
DETAILS


The simplicity of its style belies the exacting execution of all the features that make this primary bath so perfectly pampering.


[image: image]


A heated towel rack is conveniently located on the wall above the tub. The location of the property allows the windows to remain uncovered.
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The room also features a pair of vanities. Although only one is pictured here, they are identical.
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A frameless glass shower enclosure keeps the elegant Carrara marble subway tiles on view. A rain shower and a handheld sprayer offer versatility. For more indulgence, there is a large soaking tub in the room as well.









Plan to Save


Once you decide to remodel or add another bath to your house, you’ll have to do some important research and planning. Becoming informed and knowing exactly what you want, how much you can or are willing to spend, and who is going to do the work will help you avoid some of the pitfalls that can cost you time and money.


Few people actually enjoy crunching numbers. However, establishing a budget is the only way to determine the size and scope of the project you can afford to design. It’s disappointing to plan a luxurious bath, complete with spa features, only to find that you can barely afford a rain shower and a heated towel bar. Set priorities.


When you’re looking at financing options, try to avoid paying cash. If it comes down to a choice between paying cash for remodeling or for buying a new car, always go the cash route for the car and finance the remodeling. You can deduct the interest of the home improvement loan from your taxes; you can’t deduct the interest on a car loan. Unfortunately, many homeowners will gladly put money up front for a remodeling project and finance the car. It doesn’t make sense.


It also doesn’t make sense to set aside money or sign a loan for thousands of dollars without getting a handle on where that money is going. How much time would you spend investigating new cars before buying? You would probably read performance reports on various makes and models, then test drive several vehicles before finally making a purchase. Approach a home improvement loan the same way. Take the time to investigate your financing options and all of the products and services for which you will be paying.


And don’t forget: when seeking estimates, comparison shop for contractors. Use the plans and specifications for your new bathroom to get equivalent bids. If you can’t draw them yourself, pay an architect or designer to do it.




TOP 10
Planning Points


Going into the project with a clear, detailed picture will help a big project run smoothly.


1. Set realistic goals by considering both your space and budget. Get pricing for products, as well as labor. What are the costs? What’s your budget? How long would you need to save to get the space you want?


2. Research products to get yourself familiar with what’s available today. Walking through home design centers or flipping through product lookbooks and catalogs can help tremendously.
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2 RESEARCH PRODUCTS




3. Think green and identify ways to incorporate Earth-friendly products, such as water-conserving fixtures and sustainably or locally sourced materials. Reuse what you can, like painting an old vanity for new life.
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3 THINK GREEN




4. Interview several professionals to find someone you’ll feel comfortable and confident working with—whether that’s a designer, architect, or contractor. Check their references and standing with the Better Business Bureau.


5. Assess your skills if you’re considering doing some of the work yourself. Be honest. Can you really do it? Will the project be up to code?


6. Expect the unexpected. Be ready for project delays or budget increases due to labor, supply chain, or availability issues.


7. Make arrangements if the only bathroom in your house will be out of commission for a while during a renovation.


8. Obtain permits. Never let anyone tell you to skip this step. Permits and building codes exist for a reason—your safety. Ignoring them may cost you, not only financially, but personally, as well.


9. Plan for accessibility by including universal design principles and meeting ADA standards. These ideas are about creating spaces that are safe and usable for everyone, regardless of age or ability. Sometimes this is discussed as “aging in place.”
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9 PLAN FOR ACCESSIBILITY




10. Look beyond the layout for opportunities to build the bath of your dreams. Maybe a hallway linen closet can be used to house a steam generator, or a bedroom wall will come down for the ultimate primary suite.





[image: image]


[image: image]




[image: image]


A spacious floor plan that accommodates a double vanity, a large walk-in shower, and a separate soaking tub may require additional space. Expanding an existing home is a large and costly project. Most people will obtain a home improvement loan to get the job done. Interest on such loans is usually tax deductible, but consult your accountant.










FINANCING


Any bank or lending institution will tell you how much you can afford to spend on your home remodeling project. But if you feel more comfortable running a test on your own, here is a quick and simple overview of how banks figure out what you can spend.
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If the last line is negative, you may have to scale back your plans or do the work yourself on a very tight budget. A negative number means that you won’t be receiving funds from a lender. However, you can check out other funding options. For example, a consolidation loan will allow you to incorporate your current debts into your home improvement loan. Firstly, this will lower the monthly cost of your current debts. Secondly, this loan allows you to deduct the interest from your taxes, something that you can’t do on other forms of debt.


If your credit score is good, you can find a variety of other forms of financing as well. You could take out a loan against investments, borrow against your credit card, or the perennial favorite: obtain a private loan from a family member.









Seeking Help!


Ask friends and neighbors to recommend professionals in your area. You can also check online or in the local paper. Whenever you hire people to work in your home, first take the time to research them carefully. Your home is likely your largest single asset. Don’t take chances with it unnecessarily. Interview professionals and follow up on their references. Ask tough questions. Call state agencies and trade associations to check credentials, and always work with licensed contractors.


Also remember, the people you hire to work on the project are in your home. You have every right to tell them not to smoke, play music, curse, or eat inside. You can even tell them how and where to store tools and materials around your home. Be reasonable, but make a set of rules before work begins, and ask your contractor to enforce them. You could include this in your contract, which gives you legal grounds for making your demands. However, in most cases, a reputable contractor will make sure that workers are respectful of your wishes.
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Assess your confidence in what projects you can do yourself. Perhaps you feel confident wallpapering and changing faucets or showerheads, but tiling or changing a light fixture isn’t your thing. Find design and building professionals you can work with to make the project complete.




Which brings us to the next question: should you do any of the job yourself? That depends on two things—your skills and whether or not a licensed professional is required by law. Take the quiz on the opposite page to see whether you’ve got what it takes; regarding the latter, check with your building department.
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SHOULD YOU DO IT YOURSELF?


Before you make the decision to tackle a bath remodeling project on your own, take a few minutes to answer the following questions. This exercise will help you determine whether or not you have the necessary skills and abilities. Make sure to be honest with yourself.


 
















	YES


	NO


	Do you enjoy physical work?







	YES


	NO


	Are you persistent and patient? (Do you have reliable work habits? Once the project is started, will it get finished?)







	YES


	NO


	Do you have all the tools needed and, more importantly, the skills required to do the job?







	YES


	NO


	Are your skills at the level of quality you need for this project?







	YES


	NO


	Do you have time to complete the project? (Always double or triple the time estimated for a DIY project, unless you are highly skilled and familiar with that type of project.)







	YES


	NO


	Will it matter if the project remains unfinished for a period of time?







	YES


	NO


	Are you prepared to handle the kind of stress this project will create in your family relationships?







	YES


	NO


	Have you done all of the steps involved in the project before?







	YES


	NO


	Have you obtained the installation instructions from the manufacturers of the various products and fixtures to determine whether this is a project you still want to undertake? (You can obtain them from most manufacturers before purchase to determine the steps involved in installation and the skill level required.)







	YES


	NO


	Is this a job that you can accomplish completely by yourself, or will you need assistance? If you’ll need help, what skill level is involved for your assistant? If you need a professional subcontractor, do you have access to a skilled labor pool?







	YES


	NO


	Are you familiar with local building codes and permit requirements? (Check into these matters before beginning work on your bathroom project.)







	YES


	NO


	What will you do if something goes wrong and you can’t handle it? (Most contractors are wary about taking on a botched DIY job, and many just won’t. The liability is too high.)







	YES


	NO


	Is it safe for you to do this project? (If you are unfamiliar with roofing for a bathroom addition, or do not have fall-protection restraints, you may not want to venture a roofing job. Similarly, if you know nothing about electricity, leave it to the professionals. Some jobs can have serious consequences if not performed correctly. Your health and safety should be the primary concerns.)







OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0023-01.jpg
THE DEBT-TO-INCOME (DTI) RATIO

‘This tells a lender if you can handle more debt on your current

level of income. While each lender has its own approved DT1 ratio, the

average is normally at least 45 percent.

*Current monthly expenses: $
Add the estimated monthly
remodeling payment: +3
Total expenses: $
Divide by your gross monthly income: =8
This is your DTT ratio: %

“Credit reporting expenses—things like urilities and cell phone bills are not included.

HOW TO FIND YOUR MAXIMUM PAYMENT FOR REMODELING
1f your DTI doesn't qualify for financing options, you may
need to lower the monthly remodeling expenditure. This
calculation will show you how low you need to go.

Gross monthly income: $
Multiply by lender’s DTT ratio: x %
Subtotal: $

Subtract your total monthly expenses
(minus the estimated remodeling payment): —$
This gives you your maximum payment of: $

“Still credit reporting debes only.

$1,800

+ $200
$2,000
= $4,000

-4 x100=

4%

$5,000

x45%
+$2,250

- $1,800
$450

EXAMPLE
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