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-I-


Millions at stake


Britney Spears’ life has been, so far, both a huge success and a tremendous rollercoaster. Being in the music industry since she was a child, her fame exploded when she was still a teenager. She sold over 25 million copies of her first album, released when she was 18, and since then she has been constantly harassed by the media and the paparazzi, and the whole world paid attention to whatever she did or said. After divorcing her husband, with whom she had two boys, she struggled to get the custody, and had a crisis while the battle was taking place in the courts. She lost the custody and later she even lost the right to see her children. After being put under psychiatric treatment, her father filed for a temporary conservatorship over her daughter’s person and finances. But that wasn’t temporary at all: it became permanent and twelve years later, by 2021, Jamie Spears still had total control over her life and money, which seemed strange given that during those years she was touring, recording albums, winning awards and being full time judge in a TV show. Her fans started to investigate her situation, read hidden messages in her Instagram posts and even in her live performances, and came to the conclusion that she was being held in a regime that was totally unfair: she couldn’t even choose her own lawyer or who visited her, and seemed to be living with very little money. Spreading the hashtag #FreeBritney, her fans started a movement that has somehow grown bigger than the star herself: her situation implied a great misogyny, raised human rights concerns, questioned the media’s role in her crisis and put under scrutiny the entire conservatorship system.


Britney’s fortune was estimated in $58 million in 2018, and the conservatorship has been considered by fans as a very unfair arrangement used to control the pop star and use her under threats of not allowing her to see her children. During 2020 and 2021, new hearings regarding the conservatorship took place, this time with the #FreeBritney movement all over the Internet and outside the courts. Britney’s lawyer claimed that she would not perform again until her father stepped down from the conservatorship. The release of New York Times documentary Framing Britney Spears gave more visibility to the special situation in which the pop star is being held, but also put under scrutiny how several journalists had treated her in interviews and how several TV comedians had made fun of her. People’s appetite for celebrity gossip may have contributed to an irreparable damage in Britney’s life: she was ripped of her freedom.
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-II-


Britney’s first steps in the music industry


Born in December 2, 1981 in McComb, Mississippi, Britney was the second of the three children that Lynne Bridges and Jamie Spears had. She grew in a humble environment in Kentwood, Louisiana, in an area that is known as the Bible Belt, and started to reveal her voice and dancing skills when she was just a little kid. She first auditioned for The Mickey Mouse Club when she was only eight: she wasn’t hired, but they suggested she contacted a talents agent in New York. She stayed in New York with her mother for almost two years, while she took singing and dancing lessons and auditioned for musicals, TV shows and commercials. In 1992, when she was 11, she cast in The Mickey Mouse Club, alongside with other kids that would also have a great career: Christina Aguilera, Justin Timberlake and Ryan Gosling. When the show was cancelled in 1996, they went back home, but Britney was determined to succeed.


At 15 she signed her first album deal with Jive Records: she released Baby one more time in January 1999, and it was an immediate success, selling 10 million copies during the first year. She had a sweet yet powerful voice, and played the role of a sexy but innocent catholic teenager. Her second album, Oops!…I did it again, released in May 2000 was another huge success that sold over 20 million copies. She was only nineteen: touring round the world, releasing videos and performing with astonishing dance choreographies.


The next year she performed at the Superbowl, published her second book, signed a 7 million dollar deal with Pepsi and released her third album, Britney. She was now a more adult singer, and her shows were praised for visual and technical effects. Britney’s Dreams within a Dream Tour grossed over 43 million. She also had a starring role in the film Crossroads, released in 2002, which was another huge success.


In November 2003 she released her fourth album, In the zone, in which she wrote and co-produced most of the songs, acquiring a whole new role and gaining more control over her music. In 2004 she took a break to start a family, and released her first Greatest Hits compilation album: My Prerogative. Later she released a perfume, a couple of singles and remixes, but was fully dedicated to her family.
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