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Preface


Why another book about dogs? Because although there are thousands of books about dog care, dog breeds, and dog health, no one book combines this information—along with the latest information on behavior, training, grooming, nutrition, and canine work and activities—into one comprehensive and usable package. Tying together the experience of top dog writers with the knowledge of dog experts and breed clubs, in this new edition we present the most accurate and up-to-date information on dogs available.


Having a dog is equal parts play and work—and your family, friends, veterinarian, trainer, groomer, and pet sitter are all part of the team that will make your friendship with your dog a valuable and long-lived experience. We hope this book will help you bring it all together.
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Introduction


Adopting a dog is one of the most profound experiences you will have in your life. It rates right up there with getting married, buying your first house, and having a child. If that surprises you, you are just the person to be reading this book. Over the course of your dog’s lifetime, he will bring you infinite joys but also moments of despair. He will provide you with constant companionship, a warm head to rest your hand on, and unquestioning devotion.


A dog also brings responsibilities. No more stops at the gym on your way home from work; you have a dog who needs to eat and be taken outside. How about those weeklong ski trips you once relished? Now you need to find a dog-friendly lodge, a good boarding kennel, or a reliable pet sitter. Then there are the moments of panic and frustration: Is he loose? Has he eaten the pound of dark chocolate you left on the table? Why won’t the dogs get along?


No one said having a dog is easy, but knowing how and where to find the type of dog who will fit into your life and how to prepare yourself and your home for him will lighten your load. Proper training, grooming, and health care will keep your dog physically and mentally healthy. Having the tools to properly care for a dog will make your experience infinitely better.


Whether you choose an adult dog or a puppy, buy a purebred from a reputable breeder or adopt a mixed breed, and feed a raw food diet or the best commercial food you can find, there are decisions to make and precautions to take. Making your home and garden safe for your pet and your pet safe for the rest of the world is all part of this responsibility. With help and perseverance, your dog will be your best friend and live a long and happy life.
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Section I


The Dogs in Our World




Humans and dogs first crossed paths more than 10,000 years ago. Since then, dogs have lived at the edges of our villages and within them, worked with us and guarded us, shared our leisure time and our family lives. Dogs share our lives more completely than do any other animals.


The role of dogs in human society has changed dramatically since we first encountered one another, but throughout recorded existence dogs have been significant: in our myths and folklore, religions, and cultural memories. In modern times, dogs are celebrated in movies and art, from comic strips to great literature. Yet, their presence in our lives is not always simple. Our sometimes disparate needs have necessitated that we protect dogs from humans and humans from dogs through animal rescue efforts and through laws.







CHAPTER 1


Dog Genetics and Development


Where do dogs really come from? Are they descended from wolves or foxes, coyotes or jackals? The mystery of canine origins fascinates scientists and dog fanciers alike. We do know that domestic dogs are of the family Canidae, as are wild dogs, wolves, foxes, jackals, coyotes, and dingoes. There are 39 canids in all, and most of them are subspecies of the genus Canis. While the wolf is known as Canis lupus, the domesticated dog is called Canis familiaris.


Canids are all mammalian carnivores of the order Carnivora. It is believed that all of the canids and felids (members of the Felidae family, or cats) were descended from a prehistoric mammal called the Miacis. The canids separated from the cats when canids evolved into a new species, the Cynodictis. From here, scientists say, there came a new division, that of the Cynodesmus, from which hyenas are descended, and the Tomarctus, from which all of the canids are descended.


Many of us like to believe that our dogs are the direct descendants of noble wolves, and much has been made of this connection in the training and care of the dog. Based on DNA evidence, most scientists now agree that the dog is probably directly descended from the wolf. However, some scientists believe that dogs and wolves, as well as the other canine species, all descended from one canid but developed distinctly from one another. Of the canids, the wolf, coyote, jackal, dingo, wild dog, and domestic dog can interbreed. Rarely, the fox breeds with other canids. The DNA makeup of all the canids is almost identical. In addition to almost identical DNA sequences, the canids all share several other features, including a 63-day gestation period and 42 teeth.




Dog Taxonomy




Kingdom: Animalia


Phylum: Chordata


Class: Mammalia


Order: Carnivora


Family: Canidae


Genus: Canis


Species: Canis familiaris


(Subspecies: Canis lupus familiaris)








Some scientists are so convinced that the dog and wolf are essentially indistinct that they term the dog Canis lupus familiaris, essentially saying that dogs are really a subspecies of wolves rather than a distinct species in the genus Canis. Other scientists dispute this theory, saying that wolves and dogs are as similar to coyotes and jackals as they are to one another. Because of this, they say, it is more likely that all of the canids evolved from the same ancestor, rather than that one evolved from one or several canids. Some scientists dispute the idea that the interbreeding canids are separate species, arguing that the ability to interbreed negates speciation.
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If wolves, coyotes, and dogs can interbreed, why aren’t there more hybrids? Scientists say that this is because all of the canids live within different social niches. None of the species (or as some scientists would prefer, subspecies) inhabits any one niche at any one time. The rare times species do interbreed are when one or both parties cross niches. Often, this is the result of outside forces; for example, a captive wolf being bred with a domestic dog.




The Dog Museum




The Dog Museum, located in an antique mall near Waco, Texas, claims to house the world’s largest public collection of dog items, with more than 7,000 on display. The museum includes more than 100 categories, ranging from bronzes and fine art to figurines and toys. Some of the more unusual items in the museum are an eighteenth-century rifle with a dog head stock, a cast-iron dog head hitching post, and an aluminum Scottie-shaped heater.








The question of whether dogs are descended directly from wolves brings some of our assumptions about dogs into question. If, in fact, they are not descended from wolves, how does that alter our understanding of dogs as pack animals? Does this change the way we should interact with them? Not really. Both trainers and behaviorists work with dogs with an eye toward the framework of our human-dog relationship. They may use the idea of wolf social interaction as a way to illustrate canine behavior, but most training techniques aren’t based on how a wolf would be trained but, rather, on the techniques that have worked to train dogs in the past. Whether they are descended from wolves or share another common ancestor, dogs differ greatly from wild animals. Dogs are domesticated, trainable creatures who depend on us for their survival. Wolves don’t live in our homes, and experts say that even bottle-fed wolves are never completely tamed. Yes, dogs descend from some wild animal, but which one doesn’t make a great deal of difference in our relationship with them.




Domestic Dogs Versus Wild Dogs




Dingoes, African wild dogs, raccoon dogs, Carolina Dogs, Canaan Dogs, New Guinea Singing Dogs, wolves, wolf hybrids—how are they different, and how are they the same?


The dingo is believed to have been a domestic dog who became wild. DNA studies have shown that dingoes are closely related to domestic dogs in East Asia. Scientists think that Chinese explorers were sometimes accompanied by dogs; dogs may have been kept for companionship but most likely were brought aboard Chinese ships as guards, workers, and food. About 3,500 years ago, some of these dogs ended up in Australia. The dogs bred together and eventually became the dingo we know today. Dingoes are carnivorous predators; they eat a range of animals, from small lizards and rodents to kangaroos! Although dingoes are wild animals, some dingoes have been kept as pets by the Aboriginal people of Australia and occasionally by others. It is believed that dingoes were also introduced into some lines of domestic dogs, including the Australian Cattle Dog.


Wolves have also been introduced to lines of domestic dogs. Some people have what are called wolf hybrids as pets. These are animals who are part wolf and part dog. Keeping wolf hybrids, or wolf dogs, as pets is controversial. Many wolf experts say that wolf dogs are unpredictable. Wolves might be part of the lineage of some domestic dogs, such as Siberian Huskies and Alaskan Malamutes, however, this is not known for sure. (These dogs are considered ancient dogs, among the breeds closest to wolves in DNA.)








Domestication of the Dog


Since dogs descended from a common canid species, how then did they go from wild animals to domesticated ones? Scientists differ about the age of dogs. Did they diverge from wolves or a wolflike ancestor 135,000 years ago as one scientist argues, or did they come into being 12,000 to 15,000 years ago, when the first evidence of their existence is dated? Did the domestic dog as we know him today evolve into his current existence only after humans began making permanent settlements, approximately 15,000 years ago? Whether they became a separate species around 100,000 years ago or 10,000 years ago, we do know that dogs weren’t the domesticated creatures as we know them today until their lives intersected with those of humans.






“Dogs are the only animals who will answer to their names and recognize the voices of the family.… Next to man, there is no living creature whose memory is so retentive.”


—Pliny the Elder (A.D. 23–79)








It is generally accepted that the dog’s ancestors were first attracted to human settlements for the scavenging opportunities. They came to eat the scraps of food and garbage, as well as the human waste, that were thrown into refuse piles. Over time, the villagers became accustomed to these scavengers; perhaps they even valued the elimination of food and waste that would attract undesirable scavengers, such as vermin. As the scavenging dogs became territorial over their refuse heaps, they probably began to bark at approaching animals and strangers. Likely, the villagers grew to appreciate these early warnings and that the barks and territorial behavior served as a deterrent to other, more dangerous or irksome animals.


Over time, the villagers may have come to recognize certain village dogs—perhaps naming them or capturing a cute puppy for a child’s amusement. Somehow, over the course of many years, the dogs became part of the village—living within its borders rather than simply on the periphery. Eventually, hunters discovered that the dogs could track scent, or maybe help take down large game. They began to bring these dogs with them when they hunted, utilizing the dogs’ superior olfactory power and speed to find and capture prey. At some point, when villagers began raising their own livestock, dogs’ prey drive was redirected into herding and livestock guarding. For the next 10,000 years, dogs became helpers across the continents and in many different capacities. They were trained to guard people and livestock, to hunt, to herd, and to pull sleds and other cargo.






Archaeologists have translated some of the names of ancient Egyptian dogs. They include Good Herdsman, Blackie, One Who Is Fashioned as an Arrow, She of the Town, and Useless. Abu or jwjw, meaning “bow-wow” and “howler,” respectively, preceded or followed the dogs names.








The domestication of dogs emerged at similar times throughout the world—seemingly with no connection to one another. It appears that villagers on the Asian, African, and European continents all began their relationships with dogs in a similar, coincidental manner. Interesting, however, is that some dogs did not evolve in the same manner as others. There are two types of Canis familiaris, although they’re not technically subspecies: pariah dogs and truly domestic dogs. The pariah dogs continue to exist on the peripheries of civilization, surviving through scavenging behavior in much the same way as their ancestors did. At the same time, their close relatives, the domestic dogs, live within our homes and share their lives with us. Pariah dogs live in urban areas, in dumps, and in vacant lots. They may also live in rural areas. They are commonly seen in underdeveloped countries but also exist in developed countries, especially in areas of poverty. Domestic and pariah dogs cross paths often, and it’s not uncommon for one to become another within a generation or two.




Did cats or dogs rule among Egyptians? Here is what the Greek historian Herodotus had to say about it:




“And in whatever houses a cat has died by a natural death, all those who dwell in this house shave their eyebrows only, but those in which a dog has died shave their whole body and also their head.”








Domestication Timeline


Recent research shows that dogs have been domesticated for 10,000 to 15,000 years. This same research indicates that dogs even accompanied people over the Bering Land Bridge some 13,000 years ago, when the first humans made their way from Asia to continental America. Between 10,000 B.C.E. and 4000 B.C.E., dogs were found throughout Mesopotamia, the region that now comprises Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. A grave in northern Israel that held a human skeleton and a puppy skeleton was dated at about 12,000 B.C.E. The first evidence of dogs and humans living together dates from about 7000 B.C.E.
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Dogs have served as workers and companions for thousands of years.


Since their domestication, dogs have accompanied and served us in many ways. They have been our companions and our working partners. They have sometimes been our slaves. In some cultures we have eaten dogs; in others we have pampered them. Dogs are found throughout ancient literature and art, and a few ancient cultures even prayed to them.


Dogs looking much like modern sighthounds are depicted in Egyptian art from about 4500 B.C.E. Ancient Egyptian dogs were well respected and sometimes considered to be messengers of the gods. Some gods were even depicted as part dog, such as the jackal-faced god, Anubis, and the god Seth, who had the body of a dog. It was not uncommon for dogs to be mummified. The Egyptians kept dogs as companions and hunting partners, but they also used mastiffs in battle. Not all dogs found in ancient Egypt were domesticated, however. As in most areas of the world, there were also feral, or pariah, dogs, who received treatment far different from the Egyptian’s domestic dogs.


Depictions of dogs in Greek and Roman art are found as far back as 300 B.C.E., although not as commonly as in Egyptian art. They were mentioned by both Aristotle and Homer in their writings and were portrayed on Greek and Roman coins. Dogs were an accepted part of society in ancient Greece and Rome. They were used for both hunting and guarding. Greeks and Romans used war dogs widely, outfitting large mastiffs with spiked collars and sending them into battle. Romans also cherished their lap dogs, even breeding them for specific looks in much the same way modern dog fanciers do. Companion dogs were considered status symbols, and many noble people kept both hunting dogs and small companion dogs.






The board game known today as Hounds and Jackals was a favorite game of the ancient Egyptians. It first appears in records around 1300 B.C.E. An original board was found in a tomb along with 10 game pieces—5 with the head of a hound and 5 with the head of a jackal.










Explorer Dog




When explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark set out on their 8,000-mile trek into the uncharted wilderness of the American West in 1804, they brought along a shaggy black Newfoundland named Seaman. The dog helped the explorers by alerting them to grizzlies, accompanying Lewis in the hunt for food, and once redirecting the course of a buffalo that charged into camp, saving several men from being crushed. Seaman also experienced some travails along the way, including suffering near starvation one winter and being bitten by a beaver.


One reference to Seaman in Lewis’s journal describes an encounter with a young buffalo. “Walking on shore this evening, I met with a buffalo calf which attached itself to me, and continued to follow close at my heels, until I embarked and left it. It appeared alarmed at my dog, which was probably the cause of its so readily attaching itself to me.”


Seaman is mentioned several other times in both Lewis's and Clark's journals, but no reference to Seaman is made after July 1806. No one knows what became of him.








Dogs were also valued pets and fierce fighters in ancient Asia—as early as 1000 B.C.E. In China, they were cherished by royalty, who bred small dogs called sleeve dogs as companions. The dogs were said to be so small they could fit into the flowing sleeves of a nobleperson. It was also in Asia that Buddhists began to breed small dogs to emulate the lions that were said to be loyal to Buddha. In India, Buddha’s Lion Dogs, or Fo Dogs, were believed to be actual lions with doglike submissiveness. There were no lions in Asia, though, and the image of a doglike lion gradually became a lionlike dog. In China, Japan, Korea, and Tibet, the Fo Dog was embraced, and believers began to breed small dogs to look like tiny lions. Among these dogs were the Pekingese, the Lhasa Apso, the Tibetan Terrier, and the Shih Tzu. Later, East Asians prized hunting dogs, guard dogs, and war dogs, as well.


In medieval Europe, dogs served as hunters and were cherished by noble people, some of whom owned hundreds of dogs. So much value was placed on hunting dogs that commoners were not allowed to own dogs who could course, or pursue, game—commoners’ dogs had to be under a certain size or hobbled so that they and their handlers could not poach game from landowning gentry. According to some sources, this is the root behind the terrier group—dogs bred adequately small to be kept by commoners legally but still keen enough to hunt small prey.


Later, particularly during the Renaissance, dogs became status symbols among European royalty. Europeans still used hunting dogs, but they also bred small dogs as companions and fierce dogs to fight bulls, bears, and one another as blood sport. Small companion dogs were pampered by the aristocracy and lived in the lap of luxury.


Native Americans are believed to have kept dogs since humans first crossed the Bering Land Bridge. Different tribes kept dogs either as companions, as hunters, or for meat. There were also pariah dogs who lived on the outskirts of villages.


Dogs also lived among African tribes-people, both as scavengers at the village edge and as hunting dogs. Rhodesian Ridgebacks were developed from the dogs kept by the Khoisan people of South Africa. Semiwild dogs, dogs who were feral in some areas but used for hunting or livestock guarding in other areas, were also common in North Africa and the Middle East.




The Free Dogs of Constantinople




In Constantinople, now called Istanbul, stray dogs were once so numerous that they resembled a class of citizens. As lore has it, the dogs of Constantinople were allowed to run free without interference in honor of their defense of the city during a nighttime invasion. Supposedly, the dogs were not only allowed to run free but were also provided food and shelter. Stories were told of groups of Constantinople dogs battling one another almost like humans—with clear leaders and armies.








Throughout the second millennium, dogs were embraced as workers in Europe and on the American continent. They were bred and trained to serve in a variety of capacities: from war dogs to drafting dogs to hunters to rescue dogs. Their work ranged from herding and livestock guarding to drafting—pulling carts laden with wares or people and pacing endlessly to operate grain wheels or cooking spits.


As Western lives shifted from agrarian to urban during the Industrial Revolution, dogs fell out of favor as workers and took on deeper significance as companions. As dogs became less depended upon for work, more emphasis was placed on their looks, which gave rise to the so-called dog fancy and the sport of dog conformation. By the mid-1800s, breed clubs and breed shows were established in Europe and quickly crossed to the United States.
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Village dogs were found, and continue to be found, in cultures throughout the world.


By the mid-twentieth century, most U.S. dogs lived in urban and suburban settings—leashed and kept behind tall fences. As dogs became accepted as family members rather than beasts of burden, animal welfare groups also arose. Animal cruelty laws prevented the use of dogs as drafting animals within urban settings, further reducing their use as working dogs. In the latter half of the twentieth century, however, European and U.S. dogs reemerged as working animals, used as assistance dogs, detection dogs, and police and military dogs.


While the development of domestic dogs has been mapped throughout history, their status has remained virtually unchanged in some areas of the world. Throughout both industrial and agrarian societies, there are dogs who continue to live in much the same manner as did the village dogs of 10,000 to 15,000 years ago.


Genetics


Domesticated dogs are members of the species Canis familiaris. Even breeds that look very different from each other, such as the Great Dane and the Chihuahua, are essentially the same type of animal. In fact, if dogs of 10 different breeds were left to breed unchecked for several generations, the resulting dogs would look basically the same: medium-sized with prick or semi-erect ears, neutral coloring, catlike (compact) paws, and a sickle-shaped tail. In other words, they would have the characteristics of the native dogs that are found around the world.




Genetic Link




Humans and dogs share 80 to 90 percent of their genetic codes. Almost 60 percent of the genetic disorders in dogs correspond to genetic diseases in humans, including autoimmune disorders, bleeding disorders, blindness, cancer, deafness, epilepsy, congenital heart disease, neurological abnormalities, and skeletal disorders.








That dog breeds are not separate species is sometimes a surprise to dog fanciers, and it creates a dilemma for those committed to preserving breeds. Because breeds are not separate species, they do not come under any sort of endangerment laws or provisions. In fact, some scientists argue that the effort to strictly preserve breeds can lead to their decimation. They argue that the limited genetic diversity in a given breed makes purebred dogs susceptible to a host of genetic diseases. When breeders develop a breed and enter the breed into a registry, the stud book is usually closed. That means only dogs who are deemed to be of this breed—descended from a certain number of dogs of this breed—can breed together to create a descendant of the breed. There may have been thousands of dogs when the stud book was closed, or fewer. The number of dogs entered into a stud book limits the genetic lineages available to a purebred fancier.


The limited genetic diversity that can lead to many genetic problems is further exacerbated when a particular dog or kennel becomes popular, a war or natural disaster decimates a particular breed population, or breeders focus more on looks than utility or health. One dramatic example is the Lundehund, or puffin dog, a Norwegian breed that was virtually wiped out during World War II after distemper struck the small island where the breed had been developed. At the end of the war, fewer than a dozen dogs were still alive. Although the breed has substantially recovered since then, the extremely small gene pool has led to a rampant genetic intestinal disorder, so common that it is coined Lundehund syndrome. It is believed to affect more than 70 percent of these dogs.


To battle the problem of genetic disease in both humans and dogs, scientists at a number of research institutes are mapping canine DNA. In addition to the benefits for human medicine, they hope that by mapping canine DNA, they can exclude dogs with mutated genes from future breedings. Because dogs exhibit such a large range of physical and behavioral variances, scientists also hope that they will learn some universal truths about mammalian DNA by mapping canine chromosomes. Many scientists and dog experts believe that the only way to cut down on the number of genetic problems so prevalent in purebred dogs is by introducing new blood, or by crossbreeding.


In 2003, a rough sketch of the first dog genome sequence was unveiled by scientists at The Institute for Genomic Research and the Center for Advancement of Genomics. The genome belonged to a family pet, a male Standard Poodle named Shadow. By 2004, scientists at the Broad Center/MIT Center for Genome Research released a more detailed dog genome map, this time the genome belonged to a female Boxer, Tasha. Tasha’s genome sequence has been posted on the Internet to allow other researchers to use the results to further research in canine and human genetics.


[image: ]


[image: ]


The merle coat shown here is carried by a gene that lightens the pigmentation of both the coat and the iris.


In the spring of 2004, researchers at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center furthered canine DNA research when they released findings from a study comparing 414 individual dogs from 85 breeds. The study revealed that through their DNA, individual purebred dogs can be traced to their breed with 99 percent accuracy. The scientists were also able to group the 85 breeds into four groups based on geography and morphology. Although many of the individual breeds in the four groups were expected, there were surprises among the relatives, such as the placement of the Greyhound and Saint Bernard among the herders.


Purpose, Personality, and Pinups


To develop a breed, dogs from several different breeds or breed mixes are brought together for that specific purpose. For example, the Australian Cattle Dog was bred in the nineteenth century to serve as a cattle herding dog in the Australian outback. There were a number of requirements for a dog of this breed to be good at his job. He needed to be small enough not to tire quickly, agile enough to make sharp turns to avoid kicks, and tenacious and enduring enough to herd cattle in the hot sun all day and across many miles. For this job, ranchers bred together several types of dogs: Australian Kelpies for their herding ability in Australia’s particular climate, Rough Collies for their tenacity, Dalmatians for their loyalty, Bulldogs for their bite, even, some say, dingoes for their silent working ability. The original Australian Cattle Dogs were what we would now call mixed breeds. The stud book was closed in the early 1900s, and a breed description was drawn up. From that point on, there was an official Australian Cattle Dog and no further crossbreeding was acceptable.






Relatives of the Dog


Coyote: The highly adaptable coyote is the only large predator that has increased its range since the first European settlers arrived in North America. Sharing the same genus as the gray wolf and the domestic dog, the coyote is found from Alaska to Costa Rica and lives in every U.S. state except Hawaii. In addition to the high-pitched howl that most people associate with the coyote, the animal uses at least 10 other distinct sounds to communicate. Jackrabbits, ground squirrels, and other small rodents account for the majority of the coyote’s diet. Coyotes hunt in packs to capture larger animals such as elk and deer.


Dingo: The dingo is a member of the domestic dog family, although it has lived in the wild in Australia for thousands of years. How the dingo first arrived in Australia is not known, but there are several theories. Some people believe that dingoes came with aboriginal people; others theorize that they arrived with Asian seafarers or Indian traders. Dingoes are still sometimes kept as pets by native peoples. Features of the dingo that distinguish it from domestic dogs include a longer muzzle, larger molars, and longer canine teeth. It has a lithe, deep-chested body made for long-distance running.


Fox: A more distant relative of the dog than the wolf, jackal, and coyote, is the fox. There are 21 species of fox throughout the world, including the red fox, gray fox, Arctic fox, and bat-eared fox. Foxes hunt alone rather than in packs, although they often live in small groups. Foxes vocalize by yapping, howling, barking, and whimpering. Their food sources include small rodents, rabbits, wild fruits and berries, and insects.


Jackal: There are four species of jackal: the side-striped jackal, the black- or silver-backed jackal, the golden jackal, and the rare Simien jackal. The side-striped, black-backed, and Simien jackals are found in Africa; the golden, or common, jackal lives from the Balkans to Burma. Jackals have a large vocabulary and use yips, growls, and hisses to communicate. Much of their social behavior is similar to that of domestic dogs, using submissive to aggressive postures to communicate their hierarchy in the pack. They are both predator and scavenger, with some species following lions to scavenge from their kills.


Wild dog: The term wild dog is usually used to describe the African wild dog and the dhole of Asia, both endangered species. The African wild dog is so endangered it is now listed as being threatened with extinction. Both of these wild dogs are pack animals, living in groups averaging between 8 and 15 dogs. They are communal hunters. The African wild dog is one of the few mammals to care for its old, sick, and disabled. Wild dogs weigh between 35 and 70 pounds.


Wolf: The gray wolf, Canis lupus, is the best known of the wolves. It is also the largest, with an average weight of 120 pounds, increasing to as much as 175 pounds. The largest of the gray wolves are usually found in North America. Subspecies of the gray wolf include the Mexican wolf, timber wolf, Arctic wolf, Rocky Mountain wolf, and Asiatic/Arabian wolf.


The red wolf, Canis rufus, is smaller than the gray wolf, weighing about 40 to 80 pounds. The endangered red wolf is the subject of reintroduction programs in Tennessee and North Carolina. It is often debated whether the red wolf is a true wolf or a coyote-wolf hybrid.
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New research indicates that purebred dogs not only look different from one another but also have distinct genetic makeups.


In this way, there have been scores of new purebred dogs created, each embodying different attributes pulled from different breeds to enhance their working ability. It’s rare for a new breed to be developed for its looks alone; generally, the looks we associate with purebreds are a byproduct of the working skills breeders selected for. That is, the Australian Cattle Dog gained its tenacity from Collies, but the breed also lent its merle coat. Darwin termed this artificial selection—essentially altering a species’ evolution through the specific selection of genes (or traits that correspond to specific genes).


Interestingly, one scientist who has worked to breed tame foxes, selecting for docility and amenability, has encountered a side effect: after generations, the selectively bred foxes have developed piebald coats, floppier ears, curlier tails, and almost doglike faces.




Most Popular Dogs of the Twentieth Century




  1. Fala, the Scottish Terrier owned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt


  2. Togo, a Siberian Husky who was a lead dog in the Nome Serum Run in 1925


  3. Snoopy


  4. Rin Tin Tin


  5. Lassie


  6. Scooby Doo


  7. Balto, a husky mix who was a lead dog in the Nome Serum Run in 1925


  8. Eddie from TV’s Frasier


  9. Old Yeller


10. Gidget, the Taco Bell Chihuahua


Source: From a 1999 survey
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The well-known presidential pet Fala was Franklin D. Roosevelt’s constant companion.










CHAPTER 2


Dogs in Religion and Folklore


Dogs haven’t always fared well in the major religions. They’ve often been viewed as unclean or impure, probably because at the time that the tenets of the modern religions were written, most dogs were scavengers who fed on garbage or even corpses. Some of these ancient religions and cultures tolerated dogs’ existence at the periphery of society because they served a function: to keep the streets clean of refuse and carrion.


Religion


Many religions have had a love/hate relationship with the dog. Although some considered dogs to be impure, others valued dogs as noble comrades, workers, or simply as innocents. In religious writings, dogs are often associated with death or with the afterlife. Some worshipers believed that dogs had a heightened sensitivity to death and that their barking could either ward off, or be a harbinger of, death. Other cultures related tales in which dogs helped create civilization, affected the way humans experienced death, or were even the forbears of humankind.
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In Greek and Roman mythology, a three-headed dog, Cerberus, guards the gates to the underworld.


The question of whether dogs have souls has been something that modern religions have sporadically tackled, generally concluding that they do not. However, many ancient peoples, such as the Egyptians, did believe that dogs had souls. They manifested this belief by burying dogs with their owners for protection and companionship in the afterlife and even by worshipping canine demigods.


Dogs have often taken on the cloak of good or evil—their presence being either good or evil omens. In some religions they’ve been considered minions of the devil and other evil deities, while in other religions they are considered messengers of gods or even gods themselves.


Judaism


In Judaism, dogs are considered unclean; at the time the Torah was written, dogs often traveled in packs, scavenging human garbage and, sometimes, human corpses. These packs of feral dogs often carried disease and could be dangerous, so the Talmudic disdain for dogs was partially the result of social mores that were established to keep humans free from canine-born disease.


However, dogs aren’t all bad in Jewish tradition. Because the dogs stayed silent when the Israelites began their exodus from Egypt, the Talmud instructs Jews to “tolerate” dogs. In addition, the Talmud extols dogs as faithful to their masters and as protectors: God gave Cain a dog as a symbol of protection.


Christianity


Although there are some negative depictions of dogs in Christianity, among the major religions it is the most tolerant of dogs. Some Christians believe that the shepherds who visited Jesus brought dogs with them. Often, dogs are depicted in nativity scenes because of this belief. In Grenada, Christians believe that the shepherds had three dogs with them: Cibila, Lubina, and Malampo.
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Dogs are often depicted in Nativity scenes along with other barnyard animals. Some Christians believe dogs accompanied the three wise men.


Many saints are depicted as having canine companions. Saint Patrick was believed to have been guided several times during his life by a large gray dog, whose chest bore a mark in the shape of a white cross. Saint Margaret of Cortona is often depicted with a dog pulling at her skirt because, lore says, she was first pulled to the church by a dog. Grigio, a gray mongrel, was the protector of Saint Giovanni Melchior, or Don Bosco. Bosco was a priest who served the children in the slums of Turin, Italy. Grigio was said to have saved the life of Don Bosco several times. Throughout the stories of the saints and their dogs, there is a running theme that the dogs served as messengers of God, leading saints to safety or testing their loyalty.


Islam


Dogs are considered so impure in the religion of Islam that fundamentalists believe that touching a dog requires ritualistic purification. A bowl that a dog has eaten from cannot be used until it has been washed seven times and then scrubbed with earth.


Although dogs are considered unclean, the prophet Mohammed opted not to exterminate all dogs for two reasons: one, because Allah created them and only Allah can destroy them; two, because of their proven skill in assisting hunters and shepherds in their work. Mohammed, it is said, even had his own hunting dog. He did, however, condone the killing of all black dogs with light markings above the eyes because these markings were considered signs of the devil.


In one Islamic scripture, a Muslim man provides water to a thirsty dog. A member of his group complains to Mohammed that the man is impure because he has touched a dog. Mohammed chastises the man who complained, saying the first man is a better Muslim than the second because of his compassion and kindness to animals.






An interesting fact for dog spotters: Did you know that dogs are mentioned in the Bible (Old and New Testament) 24 times? Cats aren’t mentioned at all.








Buddhism


Dogs occasionally appear in Buddhist writings to illustrate the need to be kind and generous at all times. The monk Asanga, for example, longed to encounter the Buddha Maitreya so that he could learn from him. After meditating for 12 years, Asanga emerged from a cave with a heightened sense of consciousness. Encountering a dying dog covered with maggots, Asanga tried to help the dog by skimming the maggots off of the animal with his tongue to relieve the dog’s pain but not injure the maggots. At that moment, Bodhisattva Maitreya, the Buddha of the future, appeared in the dog’s place and praised Asanga for his compassion and his purity of mind. He agreed to become Asanga’s teacher because by licking the maggots off the dog, Asanga had proved he was ready.


Dogs took on an even bigger role as Buddhism spread throughout Asia. The Buddhist symbol, the Fo (meaning Buddha) Dog, represents a lion that Buddha is said to have trained to mind him like a dog. The Fo Dogs are often seen at the entrances of temples: on one side is the male Fo Dog with his right paw resting on a sphere; on the other side is the female Fo Dog with her left paw resting on the mouth of a cub. In Buddha’s birthplace of India, lions are well-known and respected animals. When Buddhism traveled to East Asia, however, the Chinese had a different take on the ubiquitous figure. Because there are no lions in China and few Chinese had seen or heard of the creatures, they adapted the concept of the Fo Dog to an animal they were familiar with: the dog.


The Han emperor Ming Ti was the first Chinese emperor to embrace Buddhism. However, he wanted a tame lion of his own, so he announced that the Pekingese looked like a lion and called it Lion Dog, or Fo Dog. These small dogs eventually came to represent Buddhism and Ming Ti. Later, in Tibet and Japan, Lhasa Apsos, Tibetan Spaniels, and Shih Tzu also came to represent the Fo Dog. Over time, these breeds took on such significance in China that they came to be considered royalty and could live only within the walls of the Forbidden City. One emperor, Ming of the Tang Dynasty, even legally married a Pekingese.


Hinduism


Dogs are associated with the Hindu god Shiva, who is frequently depicted with four dogs. The animals represent the Vedas, which are the most ancient of Hindu scriptures.


The Mahabharata, an ancient religious epic, prominently features a dog. In it, the Pandava brothers are ascending to heaven, or Swarga. They are followed by a dog on their journey. The journey is treacherous, however, and one by one the brothers die until only one is left, Yudhishthira. Indra, the ruler of heaven, appears in a golden chariot and offers Yudhishthira a ride into Swarga. Yudhishthira, however, will not leave the dog, who is his only surviving companion. Indra argues that dogs are unclean and cannot enter Swarga, but Yudhishthira insists that he won’t abandon his faithful companion. Suddenly, the god Dharma (or in some tellings, Yama, the god of death) appears from the dog’s form and blesses Yudhishthira for his loyalty and compassion for the dog.




Canine Constellations




Dogs can be found in the heavens as well as on earth. The constellations Canis Major (Greater Dog) and Canis Minor (Lesser Dog) are the constellation Orion’s hunting dogs. Canis Major contains Sirius, the Dog Star. In another part of the sky, the constellation Canes Venatici (Hunting Dogs) is said to be held on a leash by the constellation Boötes (Bear Driver) as he hunts the bear constellations Ursa Major and Ursa Minor.
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In Asia, small companion dogs were pampered and adored. Some were even bred to resemble the revered Buddhist Fo Dog.




The Year of the Dog




In Chinese astrology, the Year of the Dog occurs every 12 years (in the 20th and 21st centuries, the Year of the Dog occurred in 1922, 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, and 2006). Those born in the Year of the Dog tend to be loyal, honest, leaders, affluent, critical, and aloof.








Indra also had a dog, Sarama, who served as the deity’s messenger. Sarama was sometimes associated with the dawn, announcing Indra’s arising. Sarama also found cows that had been stolen from Indra and brought them home. Sarama was said to have mothered the dogs owned by Yama, god of the dead. These dogs serve as messengers between the land of living and dead, summoning humans to their death. Prayers for long life include lines about not following the dogs of Yama. Varuna, Hinduism’s sky deity who upholds heaven and earth, also has a dog.


Ancient Religions and Cultural Folklore


Dogs (and other animals) often played greater roles in ancient religions than they do in the modern religions. In polytheistic religions, many gods and demigods were even represented by dogs, and images of dogs were often found in religious depictions. The ancient Egyptians, for example, worshipped the dog god, Anubis. Anubis was the judge and lord of the afterlife. King Tutankhamen was buried with his faithful canine companion, Abuwitiyuw, so that the dog could accompany him into the afterlife. Other ancient cultures and religions also buried dogs with loved ones, apparently to serve as their protectors in the afterlife. Some dogs were even buried with money of their own.
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In ancient Egypt, sighthoundlike dogs were held in high esteem and often depicted in artwork.
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The faithful Argos was the only member of Odysseus’s household to recognize him after his 19-year absence.


The ancient Greeks often depicted dogs as messengers of gods or demigods. For example, the location of the most famous altar to Heracles, Cynosarges, was chosen because a white dog grabbed a priest’s offering from the original altar and moved it to that spot. The name Cynosarges means “white dog.”


Dogs feature prominently in the folklore of many cultures. Dogs have been seen as both positive and negative. Black dogs, in particular, are often considered evil or harbingers of death in cultural and religious stories. In India, however, the Bengals give deference to black dogs, and the wild dogs in the hills of Punjab are called hounds of God and are not supposed to be killed.


Dogs also feature prominently in some Native American cultures. The Kato tribe of California depicted the creator, Nagaicho, as having a dog before even the earth existed. Because of this, the Katos gave greater respect to dogs than most other Native American tribes did, giving dogs names and allowing them to sleep indoors. The Shawnee believed that their creator was a female god named Our Grandmother, Kohkumthena. Kohkumthena was followed by her grandson and her dog while she put the finishing touches on the earth. In Shawnee folklore, Kohkumthena sits on a roadside near the land of the dead weaving a basket, but each night her little dog unravels it. In this way, her dog prevents the world from ever being finished.


The Ifugao people of the Philippine Islands also depict creation as featuring a dog. The god of the skyworld, Kabigat, came to earth with his dogs to hunt. But because the earth was so flat and featureless, he could not hear them barking at the prey. To hear his dogs bark, he created mountains, hills, and valleys.
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An ancient sculpture of the dog god, Anubis, adorns this golden crypt from the ancient city of Tebe, Egypt, containing an Egyptian noble and his faithful dog.
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Archaelogical discoveries from Egypt support the belief that the ancient Egyptians revered the dog god, Anubis. Two images of Anubis guard the burial chamber of Pashedu, dated circa 1200 B.C.E.


There are many African myths about dogs, both positive and negative. The Nandi people of East Africa believe that death to humankind was brought on when a dog asked villagers for a drink of milk through their straw. They poured the dog’s milk into a hollowed stool instead. The dog was offended and created death for people. People of the Dahomey African tribe tell a myth about a dog mediating an argument among three gods. In return, the gods granted the dog three blessings, making dogs the guardian of women, leader of all spirits, and guide to men.


In Germanic and Nordic cultures, the god Odin was said to have dogs or wolves who protected him. The Sami of the northern regions of Finland, Sweden, and Norway, believed that they were descendants of either dogs or reindeer. The Mongols also believed they were either descendants of a dog or created from a tree and then nursed by a dog.


The Koryaks of Siberia, however, believe dogs were created directly by the creator, Eme’mqut, and his wife, Miti. He created one dog from his penis, and she created another from her vulva. When the two gods were separated, they gave their dogs the power of speech and sent them back and forth as messengers.




CHAPTER 3


Dogs in Popular Culture


No other animal has been so prominently featured in popular culture as the dog. Dogs show up in literature, art, the media, television, film, and on the Web. Their depictions were found on cave walls, and they’re still the best-selling cinema animal in Hollywood. The prevalence of dogs in popular culture isn’t surprising considering how much a part of our lives they are. There are more than 70 million pet dogs in the United States, so this is one character we can almost all relate to. And even today, dogs hold great symbolism for us; in movies and books they are used to convey moral lessons and tales of courage, and we rely on them to personalize events of great cultural significance, such as the tragedies of 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina.
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Dogs have been used in advertising and other popular media for centuries.


Dogs in Literature


From great authors to kitschy puppy stories, dogs are often featured in the written form. Children’s books may be the most common genre for dogs, from the classic books Where the Red Fern Grows and Old Yeller, to such modern-day tales as Good Dog, Carl, and Clifford the Big Red Dog.


One of the most famous dogs in literature is Charley, from John Steinbeck’s nonfiction travelogue Travels with Charley: In Search of America. The acclaimed author traveled across the United States in a trailer with his Standard Poodle, recording his trip along the way. Some other classic dog books are The Call of the Wild and White Fang. These two novels by Jack London depict the dog as a noble and faithful friend, as did books by London’s contemporary Zane Gray, such as Riders of the Purple Sage and The Man of the Forest.


Dogs in literature date back several thousands of years. In The Odyssey by Homer, Odysseus’ dog, Argos, is the only member of the household to recognize him after his 19-year absence. Ancient Indian and Persian literature mentions dogs, and several of the Greek philosophers, including Plato, discuss the role of dogs in society. Dogs are also found in the literature of the Vikings and the Celts. Aesop, the great Greek fabler, features dogs in many of his fables, including The Dog and the Cook and The Fox, the Cock, and the Dog.
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Edwin Landseer, English, 1802–1873; “Terrier in a Kennel,” Oil on panel, 8 × 6 inches, private collection; Courtesy William Secord Gallery, Inc., NY.


Later, Chaucer writes about dogs, and Shakespeare mentions dogs in several of his plays. One play, The Two Gentleman of Verona, even boasts a canine character, Crab.


Dogs are also featured in the poetry of Walt Whitman and Rudyard Kipling and in the epitaph for Lord Byron’s Newfoundland, Boatswain. The famous lines, including, “The poor dog, in life the firmest friend, The first to welcome, foremost to defend,” are commonly attributed to Byron but were actually written by his friend and fellow poet, John Cab Hobhouse. In Peter Pan, the Darling children are tended to by a Newfoundland named Nana because the family is too poor to afford a nanny.




Doggy Memoirs




Travels with Charlie, John Steinbeck


Marley and Me, John Grogan


A Dog Year: Twelve Months, Four Dogs, and Me, Jon Katz


Pack of Two: The Intricate Bond Between People and Dogs, Caroline Knapp


Amazing Gracie: A Dog’s Tale, Dan Dye and Mark Beckloff








Dogs in Art


From the cave drawings of North Africa to this week’s Sunday comics, dogs have been depicted in art as long as humans have been creating art. Some of the first drawings of dogs depict hunters and their dogs. The oldest known drawing of a dog was found in Persia, the region that is now Iran, and is dated to about 7000 B.C.E. It depicts a dog assisting a human on the hunt.


The dog-loving English have been leaders in the area of dog art, favoring hunting scenes and other depictions of gun dogs. Especially popular during the Middle Ages were tapestries that showed royal dogs coursing game. Sir Edmund Landseer was one well-known English artist who often painted dogs. He depicted his black-and white Newfoundlands so often that his name became synonymous with the dogs. Black-and-white Newfoundlands are now known as Landseer Newfoundlands.
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Maud Earl, English, 1863–1943; “Foxhounds Giving Tongue,” ca. 1905; Oil on canvas, 28 × 18 inches, private collection; Courtesy William Secord Gallery, Inc., NY.
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Christine Merrill, “The Three Graces,” Oil on canvas, 22 × 20 inches, private collection; Courtesy William Secord Gallery, Inc., NY.


Dogs are also featured in religious art in almost every known religion. The Christians depict dogs as companions to saints; the Hindus depict some of their deities in the form of dogs, being carried by dogs, or being protected by dogs; and Chinese Buddhists have two Fo Dog statues guarding the entrance of most temples. Although the original Fo Dog was actually a tame lion, several of the small Asian dogs, including the Pekingese, became known as Fo Dogs.






Early twentieth-century sports cartoonist T. A. Dorgan drew a Dachshund on a bread roll to depict a frankfurter, thus the nickname “hot dog.” This characterization may have been an allusion to the popular notion that franks, which were brought to the United States via Germany, were made of dog meat.












World War II general George S. Patton owned a white Bull Terrier named Willie. The dog’s full name was William the Conqueror.








Photography has taken over much of dog art in recent years. Dog photography books range from the well-received Dogs by Elliot Erwitt, featuring more than 500 photos of dogs throughout the world, to the comically posed Weimaraners of William Wegman.
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During his presidency, Calvin Coolidge was often depicted with a family dog.




Stubby, America’s First War Dog




Stubby, a Bull Terrier mix, served in World War I and is the most decorated war dog in U.S. history. A stray dog, Stubby was smuggled aboard a troop ship to France. He served 18 months in Europe and participated in seventeen battles on the Western Front. Memorably, he roused sleeping soldiers to warn of a mustard gas attack, giving the men time to don gas masks. On another occasion, he caught a German spy, quite literally by the seat of the man’s pants. With his excellent hearing, he was able to routinely warn soldiers of incoming shells, and his presence served to comfort many of the wounded. Stubby’s valor did not go unnoticed. His heroic deeds were known throughout all branches of the military, and he made the front pages of every major U.S. newspaper.


At the war’s end, Stubby shook hands with President Woodrow Wilson and also met Presidents Calvin Coolidge and Warren G. Harding. General John “Black Jack” Pershing, who commanded the American Expeditionary Forces during the war, presented Stubby with a gold medal made by the Humane Society, declaring him to be a “hero of the highest caliber.”


Stubby was made an honorary Sergeant, and the Red Cross, American Legion, and YMCA all gave him lifetime memberships. His YMCA membership card stated it was good for “three bones a day and a place to sleep.” Stubby toured the country and probably led more parades than any other dog in American history. He later became the mascot for Georgetown University. This well-heralded dog died of old age in 1926, and his remains are displayed in the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.








Dogs in the Media


Because dogs humanize people so well, they are often embraced by public figures. Politicians, for example, are known for their well-timed use of a family dog to ingratiate themselves to the public. During the Monica Lewinsky scandal, President Bill Clinton bought a chocolate Labrador Retriever named Buddy, who was specially chosen for his breed and coloring to enhance Clinton’s image as a family man. President Richard Nixon epitomized the use of a dog in enhancing a public image in the so-called Checkers speech. After being accused of taking illegal political gifts, Nixon went on television with Checkers, his family’s Cocker Spaniel, appealing to the American audience that the only gift he’d ever received from a lobbyist was Checkers. His daughters loved the dog, he said, and he wasn’t going to return him, even if it was a crime. He won the hearts of TV viewers and probably both the vice presidency and the presidency with that one speech.


Another president, however, was stigmatized when he tried to lift his Beagle, Him, off the ground by his ears. The ignominious photograph of President Lyndon Johnson pulling Him’s ears while the animal seemingly yelped in pain permanently sullied Johnson’s public image.


Dogs have also entered the media in other ways. The plight of a single dog or litter of puppies has always managed to appeal to wide audiences. For example, the rescue of a dog abandoned on a sinking Japanese fishing boat in 2002 made the news for weeks, while the 2000 killing of a Bichon Frisé in a road rage incident galvanized animal rights activists and animal lovers.


In times of crisis, dogs are also frequently depicted in the media. For example, rescue efforts for dogs trapped in floods or other natural disasters are frequently aired. And in the aftermath of the Oklahoma City bombing in 1996 and the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, disaster search and rescue dogs were featured prominently in media coverage. During the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina in August 2005, photos of dogs on rooftops and up in trees, flood waters rising beneath them, touched the hearts of millions of dog owners. Throughout the nation, people opened their homes and wallets to help ensure that pets who were rescued from the flood were either reunited with their people or placed in new homes. And the story of Snowball, whose young owner was forced to leave the little white dog behind by evacuation personnel, brought about federal and state legislation to ensure that pets would not be left behind or separated from their owners in the event of a disaster.




Space Dogs




In all, 13 dogs were sent into space by the Soviet Union during the Space Race between the Soviet Union and the United States. The most famous of these was Laika, a stray dog who was sent into space on Sputnik II in 1957. She was the first living animal to be sent into orbit. Although most of the Soviet “space dogs” were returned safely to earth, Laika died on Sputnik II. Russians and Americans were outraged when it was later revealed that the Soviet Union had never planned to return the dog to earth.








Dogs are also prominently featured in advertising. Whether to show a company or organization in a more sensitive light or to humorously spotlight a product or message, plaintive hounds have begged for donations, hawked everything from trucks to toilet tissue, and even been used to generate patriotism during times of war or strife. Whether the message is commercial or patriotic, the perception of dogs as uniquely American has made them popular spokesmodels.






The original Pete the Pup of the Our Gang movies also starred in the Buster Brown series, where he got the ring around his eye. It was painted on with permanent dye and would not come off. Several dogs played Pete over the years, and each had his own distinctive look with his own carefully painted ring.
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War heroes, presidents, and other national figures have long been associated with the faithful dog. Here, General Custer is shown with a battlefield canine companion.


Dogs in the Movies and Television


From Lassie to Benji to Rin Tin Tin, dogs have appeared in motion pictures since the beginning. Dogs are still the most common animal seen on either the big or small screen. Their acting chops go back to the silent film era. America’s biggest canine star was Rin Tin Tin. According to lore, Rin Tin Tin was a German Shepherd Dog found by a U.S. serviceman in France in the aftermath of World War I. Rin Tin Tin first found fame in the silent movie The Man from Hell’s River but was able to make the jump to talkies, unlike many human stars. In fact, his string of successful movies is said to have saved Warner Brothers Pictures from bankruptcy. Rin Tin Tin’s career didn’t even end with his death in 1932. Since then, his descendants (as well as some other German Shepherd Dogs) have served as Rin Tin Tins in films, TV, and promotional appearances. The current Rin Tin Tin is, in fact, Rin Tin Tin IX.




 Popular Dog Songs




“Hound Dog,” Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller (made famous by Elvis Presley)


“Sick as a Dog,” Aerosmith


“How Much Is That Doggie in the Window?” Bob Merrill (made famous by Patti Page)


“Who Let the Dogs Out?” Baha Men


“Bird Dog,” The Everly Brothers








That Rin Tin Tin has been played by many canine actors isn’t unique; it’s common for a movie or television show to use several look-alike dogs to depict a canine character. One dog may be excellent at tricks but not as good at facial expressions. Or several dogs may be used because of the long hours of filming. Trainers may breed successful dog actors in the hopes of having look-alike descendants, as was done with Rin Tin Tin, Lassie, and the canine actor, Buddy, from Air Bud, who had to be replaced when he was diagnosed with bone cancer. (Buddy eventually succumbed to the disease.) Even Eddie from Frasier has a doppelgänger, his son Enzo. In other instances, trainers simply scout for a similar-looking dog, as in the case of Benji and Sandy from Annie. However it’s done, chances are your favorite screen dog isn’t just one animal, but two or three.


 Dogs on the Web


Dogs have a high presence on the Internet, with Web sites, Web logs (blogs), message boards, and list serves. Dog caretakers use the Internet to ask questions about their dog’s health, training, behavior, and general care and sometimes just to relate anecdotes and show off their pups’ photos. Enter almost any dog-related subject into an Internet search engine and you’re bound to pull up a page or 10. Experts, however, caution that much of the information on the Internet is untried or untested or from questionable sources. For veterinary or behavior questions, it’s safer to visit a qualified veterinarian or trainer. At the same time, researching a breed or a new activity is a snap with the Internet and undoubtedly has led to a greater knowledge of our canine companions.
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Laura Bell Bundy as Elle Woods and her canine co-star Chico as Bruiser, in Broadway’s Legally Blonde: The Musical.




CHAPTER 4


The History of Dog Rescue and Welfare


Organized animal welfare didn’t begin until 1824 in Britain, when 22 philanthropists founded the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. At the time, animal welfare was considered a waste of time and money—animals were not accepted as sentient beings by most people. However, with education and hard work, the first SPCA gained such momentum that by 1840 Queen Victoria granted permission to rename the organization the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, which it continues to be called today.


Animal rescue found its way to the United States by 1866, when Henry Bergh founded the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) in New York City, in part because of the hard life of the carriage horses he observed there. Other rescue organizations followed, and within three years there were anticruelty laws and humane societies in at least six U.S. states. Then national organizations formed, including the American Humane Association (AHA) in 1877 and the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) in 1954. While some of the national organizations ran animal shelters as well as conducted animal welfare campaigns and education programs, most did not.


The first animal shelters appeared in the United States in the 1700s, but they were largely used to warehouse animals before they were euthanized. Until the early 1900s, stray animals, especially dogs and cats, were considered a public health threat rather than an animal welfare problem. Packs of stray dogs often carried diseases, including rabies. Following the establishment of the ASPCA, however, the public began to support animal rescue and welfare efforts. In 1869, one of the first true U.S. animal shelters was established, the Women’s SPCA of Pennsylvania. In 1894, the ASPCA took on the role of sheltering the stray cats and dogs of New York City; and in 1903, the Bide-A-Wee Home Association (now just Bide-A-Wee), an animal shelter, was established in Manhattan.


Humane Societies and Nonprofit Shelters


Unfortunately, most municipal shelters continued to warehouse and euthanize animals with little effort made to rehome them. The 1960s and 1970s found animal advocates starting shelters of their own. These nonprofit shelters worked not only to get strays off the street but to rehome them, as well. They were less concerned with the public health threat of stray dogs than with the welfare of the stray dogs themselves.
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Until the mid- to late twentieth century, municipal animal shelters were mostly used to warehouse stray animals until they were euthanized.


Being nonprofit didn’t mean a shelter was ideal. Many were, and still are, no more than rows of cages on concrete floors. Despite workers’ best intentions, the animals were given days or weeks to be adopted and then were euthanized. There was still little effort made to market the adoptable animals to the public, and the kennel workers rarely knew anything about the animals under their care.
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There are many private groups working toward the protection of domestic animals.


Increasingly, however, well-managed progressive animal shelters began to appear. The Progressive Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) in Lynwood, Washington, took on the principle of not just warehousing animals but also actively working to rehome them. Although the shelter still euthanized animals, they were given more time, and PAWS made an effort to both market the animals to the public and to get to know the traits of the animals in its care. It and other humane societies were also taking time to screen prospective adopters, rather than automatically adopting out an animal to the first family to come along. In fact, most progressive shelters placed great emphasis on the appropriateness of adopters.


Today, at private or nonprofit shelters, prospective adopters are expected to fill out lengthy applications and may even be subject to a home inspection. Although many advocates argued that the strict application process prevented dogs from being mistreated or abandoned again, others suggested that the rigorous application process gave the shelters an adversarial image in the community and inhibited both donations and potential adopters. This is currently an area of debate among shelters, both municipal and nonprofit. Many shelters now are recasting their application policies to be educational rather than adversarial.


Breed Rescues


At the same time that humane societies and progressive shelters were taking a more proactive role in sheltering, another version of dog rescue was slowly gaining momentum. As the AKC opened its registry to more breeds, many began to experience overwhelming popularity. A movie featuring Border Collies, for example, could increase the number of Border Collie puppies being bred and, subsequently, being abandoned by the thousands. Unethical breeders exacerbated the problem by providing inadequate information to puppy adopters, increasing the likelihood that the dog would later be abandoned. Shelters were filling not only with random-bred dogs but also with purebred dogs bred specially for quick sales. Today, 25 percent of the dogs in animal shelters are purebreds.






According to the Humane Society of the United States, 20 percent of family dogs have been adopted from animal shelters.








In response to the high number of purebreds being abandoned, many of the AKC breed organizations began establishing their own breed rescues. Most of these were and continue to be organized groups of foster homes. Some are very large, with hundreds of foster homes taking in thousands of dogs a year. Others are quite small, with fewer than 20 foster homes and fewer than 100 dogs sheltered each year. Some of them have even invested in their own kennels. The Delaware Valley Golden Retriever Rescue, Inc., for example, is housed in a state-of-the-art facility on 4 acres of land.


Breed rescues generally charge more than double what a municipal shelter or nonprofit shelter charges; advocates, however, say it’s worth it. Not only is every dog spayed or neutered, temperament tested, and treated medically, most dogs receive training and socialization by being fostered in a home environment. Those interested in purebreds get the benefit of saving a life while still adopting the breed of their choice. You may, however, have to wait for an appropriate dog to become ready for adoption.


Rescue organizations are also known for their strict adoption policies, often requiring home visits, references, and a lengthy adoption application. Many breed rescues assert that particular breeds fare best in certain types of households.


Multibreed Rescues


There are also private rescue organizations that rescue more than one breed. They may serve mixed breeds of one or several breeds, or they may serve a geographical area or a type of dog such as small dogs or herding dogs. The ForPaws Corgi Rescue is a breed rescue that specializes in Corgi mixes rather than purebreds. Many of these rescue groups strive to serve a dog population that they believe is underserved by the breed rescue or shelter community. Other nonbreed rescue groups cater to dogs with medical problems or behavior issues.






October is Adopt-A-Dog Month. This yearly nationwide effort encourages dog lovers to provide homes for homeless dogs and puppies.








No-Kill Shelters


Because of effective spay and neuter programs, fewer dogs are showing up in shelters. Many shelter workers oppose euthanizing perfectly healthy dogs. This combination of factors has given rise to a new type of shelter: the no-kill shelter. No-kill shelters do not euthanize any adoptable animal. That means they euthanize only animals that are very old, seriously injured or ill, or aggressive toward people or other animals. These shelters also will not kill an animal for space. That means, however, that they are unable to accept every animal that comes to their door.


It’s important to keep in mind that it’s not that fewer dogs are being euthanized, only that fewer dogs are being euthanized by no-kill shelters. Many animal welfare advocates feel that calling shelters no-kill gives the public the false sense that healthy, adoptable dogs and cats are no longer being euthanized anywhere, which is untrue. Opponents of no-kill shelters point out that when a shelter becomes no-kill, it merely transfers the responsibility of euthanizing adoptable animals to another agency. No-kill shelter proponents argue that these shelters help galvanize communities to protect their animals and that their goals are achievable.


Spay/Neuter


Spaying and neutering is arguably the biggest single issue in domestic animal welfare. Most animal welfare organizations have placed an emphasis on education about the pet over-population problem. The effect of the spay and neuter education campaigns has been astounding, especially in urban areas and on the coasts. The number of homeless dogs in the United States has dropped considerably in the last 10 years. Although there are approximately three to four million dogs and cats euthanized each year today, in 1990 the number was more than twice that.


New information on the relative safety of early spaying and neutering has been a boon to shelters, which can now alter even eight-week-old pups before they go to their new homes. Most shelters and rescue organizations in urban areas now require that dogs be spayed or neutered before being placed in an adoptive home. Previously, shelter workers often saw the puppies of dogs they had adopted out coming through a year or two later.


Although southern and rural regions have benefited less from spay and neuter education, overall the effects have been phenomenal. In fact, shelters say that the number of puppies and kittens in urban shelters is so low that some only rarely have them available for adoption. The shelters began bringing in young animals from less-fortunate outlying regions to supply the demand. Most of the dogs in shelters these days are adolescents or adults. Many of them are from the working breed lineages, both purebred dogs and mixes. Depending on the geographic region, the dogs who are seen most at shelters might be pit bull types, herding dogs, or gun dogs. The similarity is that they lean heavily toward highly active dogs who are between nine months and two years old. For dog-experienced people who are willing and able to put in the time these young, enthusiastic dogs need for training and exercise, they make wonderful companions.
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To fight the problem of pet overpopulation, young shelter puppies are often spayed or neutered before being placed in adoptive homes.




Pet Overpopulation in the United States




Number of dogs and cats entering shelters each year: 6–8 million


Number of dogs and cats euthanized by shelters each year: 3–4 million


Number of dogs and cats adopted from shelters each year: 3–4 million


Number of animal shelters in the United States: Between 4,000 and 6,000


Average number of litters a fertile dog can produce in one year: 2


Average number of puppies in a canine litter: 6–10


Number of dogs and cats reclaimed by owners from shelters each year: Between 600,000 and 750,000, which is about 30 percent of dogs and 2–5 percent of cats entering shelters


Source: Humane Society of the United States








Shelters Today: A Middle Ground


The role of rescue organizations has changed substantially over the past 30 years. It’s gone from municipal pounds serving as unwanted animal depositories, where the vast majority of animals were euthanized after a few days in holding kennels; to progressive shelters, where potential adopters ran the gantlet when trying to adopt; to where it is now. Although there are many shelters in the various stages of rescue evolution, most progressive animal shelters and rescues today are rethinking their role and trying to balance between finding the right home and just finding a home.
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Despite education and awareness campaigns, there are still three to four million homeless dogs and cats euthanized each year in the United States.


Dog rescue still ranges greatly in its efficacy. In some countries, stray dogs are simply rounded up and euthanized by both humane and in-humane methods, from gassing to shooting. Even in the Unites States, many shelters still exist that are simply holding areas for dogs (and other domestic animals) before they are euthanized. In some rural areas and crowded urban areas, strays are jammed into overcrowded kennels, subject to disease, attack, and undue stress.


Although the influx of private nonprofit rescue organizations has been a boon for many abandoned animals, it’s also created a new breed of animal abusers—so-called collectors who may start out with good intentions but eventually become so overwhelmed by the needs of the animals that they are incapable of refusing. Eventually, the animals are living in worse conditions than they were—in filthy cages, lacking food and water, and not being exercised or socialized. When these “rescue” organizations are exposed, officials frequently find carcasses in varying states of decomposition—and scores, sometimes hundreds, of starving and neglected animals.


Municipal shelters that once only ware-housed animals now work to screen dogs, market them to the public, and even train them when they can. These shelters are subject to municipal codes that private shelters are not. Often, municipal shelters function as both adoption shelters and holding areas for strays and dogs under quarantine. They also are restricted as to the questions they can ask potential adopters. Unless a potential adopter admits to actions that are illegal, such as abandoning an animal or, in some cities, chaining an animal, the shelter cannot prevent the person from adopting a dog. However, many of these shelters are putting more emphasis on working with adopters to match them with the right dog for their lifestyles.


At the same time, many nonprofit shelters are revamping the ways they work with the public. Instead of presenting an adversarial front, they are putting their efforts into public relations—working with adopters rather than fighting them. Many of these shelters say they have found that intensive screening of adopters didn’t guarantee an appropriate home but did set up an antagonistic relationship between the shelter and adopter. Adopters were less likely to come to the shelters with questions, work with shelters to keep a pet, or approach a shelter when looking to adopt. They were also less likely to donate money to a shelter they felt had treated them unfairly. Whereas many shelters once looked for reasons not to adopt to a person, they now look to make the best match. For example, instead of refusing an adoption to a homeowner with no fence, they advise the adopter about building a fence or recommend a senior dog who can be exercised adequately on leash.
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High-energy purebred dogs such as this Australian Cattle Dog may end up in private rescues or animal shelters when busy families realize they are unable to meet the dog’s needs.


Ultimately, both municipal and nonprofit shelters say that the best way to find the right home and keep the animal in the home is threefold: a good workup of the animal, a good match between dog and adopter, and good follow-up. That means they are spending more time screening animals before placing them for adoption, and they’re working with dogs who have particular behavior issues. Many shelters now have special training programs for adolescent dogs or dogs with high activity levels. Other shelters train every dog who comes through their doors—asking the dog to sit for a treat or shake hands. This type of ongoing training is believed to make a dog more attractive to potential adopters and better able to adjust to his new home.


To match the right dog with the right person, shelter workers try to find out as much about each animal as they can. They work with the relinquishing family to get insight into what the dog is like and why they are giving him up, and they spend time observing the dog themselves. They may place this information on cards on the front of kennels or even post the information on the Internet through their own Web site or through Petfinder’s site, www.petfinder.org. When potential adopters arrive at the shelter, trained counselors talk to them about what they are looking for in an animal. Do they want a jogging buddy, or will they be leaving the dog alone for long periods of time? Are they agility hobbyists, or do they lead a particularly sedentary lifestyle? The counselors then try to match the adopters’ lifestyle with the type of dog that would fit into this lifestyle best.


It’s in the weeks after an adoption that problems often begin: house-training lapses, digging, nipping, and chewing can all end a beautiful friendship. Many shelters now make themselves available to adopters for questions about training and behavior. Some even offer free or discounted training classes. There are even shelters that require training for particularly high-energy dogs. Follow-up may also include a postadoption home visit or access to a 24-hour hotline for worries or concerns.


Shelters also are making it easier for a family to return a dog in the days or weeks following adoption. Although shelter workers don’t want to see a dog come back into the shelter, they’d rather see it happen early and before the dog learns any bad habits or is relegated to the backyard. They’d also like to see that the adopters ultimately go home with the right dog for them.






According to a 2007 survey by the American Pet Products Association, three-quarters of all dogs have been spayed or neutered.










CHAPTER 5


Dogs and the Law


There are many laws associated with our canine companions. Some of them benefit dogs, some of them harm dogs. Some are for the protection of humans or other animals; others are for the protection of dogs. Canine laws have been among the most controversial aspect of our relationship with dogs because they affect where and how we interact with dogs.


Breed Bans


Breed bans are laws that have arisen in recent years in response to actual or perceived threats by certain breeds of dogs. These laws have especially targeted pit bull–type dogs, but other guardian breeds have been targeted as well. Rottweilers, Doberman Pinschers, Mastiffs, and German Shepherd Dogs have all been banned by breed laws, whether by countries, states, cities, counties, or even neighborhoods. Germany has been at the forefront of the movement, banning all bully breeds from Miniature Bull Terriers to American Staffordshire Terriers.
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The Rottweiler is just one of the many breeds that have been banned by counties, states, municipalities, and gated communities.


The majority of the breed bans have been in response to specific incidents involving severe attacks. Although fatal dog attacks are rare, they receive a great deal of media attention and often incite public support for severe consequences. Proponents of breed bans say that certain breeds have a propensity for violence toward people, so banning these breeds will reduce the incidence of fatal or severe dog attacks. Opponents of breed bans argue that dog bites are unrelated to breed—all breeds of dogs are capable of biting. And although larger, stronger dogs are capable of inflicting more severe bites than small dogs are, it’s not the type of dog that leads to severe attacks but rather the training and treatment that the dog receives. For example, many of the powerful guardian breeds have become popular among those seeking a dog for protection, fighting, or projecting a macho image. Dogs owned by these types of people generally receive substandard training and may even be trained to harm people or other animals. Often, aggressive dogs are bred to aggressive dogs in order to increase the likelihood of aggressive offspring. In addition, dogs who are mistreated, neglected, or abused are far more likely to bite than are dogs who are not. Opponents of breed bans say that a well-bred, well-trained, and well-socialized American Pit Bull Terrier is just as friendly as an equally well-bred and well-trained Labrador Retriever.
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A properly raised Presa Canario will form a loyal bond with his human family but will always possess an innate distrust of strangers.




The Myth of the Pit Bull




There is no such breed as the pit bull. Instead, the term pit bull refers to a group of similar dogs that descend from the bull and terrier dogs. These are dogs whose ancestors were Bulldogs and terriers crossed together. Some of the so-called pit bull–type dogs are the Staffordshire Bull Terrier, the American Staffordshire Terrier, the Bull Terrier, and the American Pit Bull Terrier. Other similar dogs are the American Bulldog, the Dogo Argentino, and the Boxer. In addition, there are many mixes, which may or may not have one or more of these breeds in their background, who may have similar looks. All of these dogs are frequently lumped into the pit bull category.








In addition to outright breed bans passed by municipalities, many breeds are banned from certain apartment buildings or housing complexes. A more subtle form of breed ban has arisen with insurance companies that will not insure homeowners with certain breeds of dogs. These companies claim that the new bans stem from a rise in lawsuits over bites. The opponents of breed bans argue that the rise in dog-bite lawsuits is not exclusive to specific breeds.


Noise Ordinances


Most cities have noise ordinances, and dog barking falls under those ordinances. Dogs left outside all day and night or while their owners are at work often bark excessively. This can be extremely irritating to neighbors and may prompt them to complain to the local police department or animal control agency. Owners of barking dogs are usually given a written or verbal warning, followed by cash fines if the barking continues. Sometimes dogs are even impounded for excessive barking.


Leash Laws


Leash laws work to protect citizens from dog bites and the threat of communicable diseases such as rabies, and to protect livestock from attacks. They also work to protect dogs from traffic, becoming lost, and theft. In most cities in the United States, laws require that dogs be on a leash less than 6 feet long and under their owner’s control when in public places. People who don’t keep their dog on a leash or who allow their dog to roam are subject to warnings, fines, and even confiscation of the dog.
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Many cities have created specially designated dog zones where dogs can be off leash. However, owners must adhere to all other municipal laws.




Faux Fur or Dog Fur?




According to the Humane Society of the United States, clothing that bears the label “faux fur” is sometimes made at least in part from the fur of raccoon dogs, European members of the canine family. The Dog and Cat Fur Prohibition Enforcement Act makes it illegal to import or sell products made with dog or cat fur, but items that cost less than $150 are not required to be labeled, faux or otherwise. Think twice before buying a faux fur item of clothing that may be mislabeled or unlabeled.








In the majority of urban areas, dogs are allowed off leash in public places only in specially designated off-leash areas. These off-leash areas have become increasingly popular in recent years. Most of them have certain requirements: dogs must be current on all vaccinations, licensed, and friendly with other dogs and people. Poop scoop laws apply within off-leash areas, and dogs must be kept on leash until they are within the fenced or designated off-leash area.


Livestock and Dogs


In agricultural and rural areas, dogs at large are considered a predation threat to livestock. For this reason, dogs can be legally shot for harassing or injuring livestock, including poultry. Often the laws are written so that peace officers have no alternative but to euthanize a dog if he is seen killing livestock. In the case of licensed dogs, some rural communities have laws that require livestock owners or peace officers to notify the dog’s owners before euthanizing the dog. Dog owners may also be asked to compensate a rancher or farmer for their losses.


Animal Cruelty Laws


Although the majority of dog laws are enacted to protect property and people from dogs, animal cruelty and neglect laws protect dogs from the harm humans can and do bring upon them.


The first animal cruelty laws in the United States were enacted in the mid-1800s to prevent the abuse and mistreatment of working animals, including dogs, who were commonly used for drafting labor at that time. Animal cruelty laws vary widely. In some cities, animal cruelty or neglect can lead to felony convictions with stiff penalties and jail time. In other areas, animal cruelty is a misdemeanor with minimal penalties. The definition of animal cruelty may range from intentionally injuring or killing an animal to not providing adequate food, water, or shelter or, in some instances, chaining an animal.
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Although serious dog bites are rare, experts believe the overall rate of dog bites is at an epidemic level in the United States.


Dogs are protected from abandonment in most counties and cities. Perpetrators are subject to fines and imprisonment.


Recent studies that have connected the torturing and killing of animals with the torturing and murdering of children have helped to establish and strengthen animal cruelty laws.


Chaining and Tethering


Chaining or tethering a dog makes the animal vulnerable to attack by predators and other dogs; encourages him to behave aggressively toward other animals and people, especially children; and subjects the dog to a poor standard of life with limited exercise and social interaction. In recent years, many municipalities have created laws restricting or barring the use of chains or tethers as a means to confine a dog. They may bar tethering or chaining a dog to a stationary object altogether or provide a time limit—anywhere from one to five hours. These laws do not apply to leashes held by a person or to overhead trolleys that are at least 10 feet long. Some laws also provide a minimum enclosure for confining a dog—usually about 150 square feet.


Bite Laws


Dog bites are a national epidemic. Estimates by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) put the number of dog-bite-related emergency room visits at 386,000 annually, with an additional 414,000 people seeking nonemergency medical treatment. There are approximately 12 dog-bite-related deaths each year, about .0002 percent of those bitten. Legislators have resorted to many methods to address the problem. Suggested solutions have ranged from breed bans to imprisonment for owners of dogs who bite.




Insurance Resources




Some insurance companies will not provide homeowner’s coverage to people with certain dog breeds or breed mixes they deem dangerous. Bull Terriers, American Pit Bull Terriers, American Staffordshire Terriers, Presas Canarios, Rottweilers, Doberman Pinschers, Akitas, and Chow Chows are a few of the breeds commonly discriminated against by insurance companies. Finding coverage for owners of these dogs can be a challenge. Here are a few resources for finding dog-friendly coverage:


• Contact the insurance commissioner in your state for a list of all insurance companies doing business in the state and for any other information that may be helpful to dog owners looking for insurance. Let the insurance commissioner know if you have been discriminated against by an insurance company because of your dog and ask what can be done about this practice.


• The Insurance Information Institute has information on homeowner’s insurance and dogs. Go to www.iii.org.


• The Humane Society of the United States (www.hsus.org) and American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (www.aspca.org) can provide information about insurance discrimination practices.


• The American Dog Owner’s Association, Inc., provides information on pending dog legislation throughout the country, including insurance legislation. Go to www.adoa.org.


• Contact the American Kennel Club for information on insurers and their policies regarding dog breeds.


• Contact breed clubs and breed rescue groups that work with your breed of dog. Ask them to suggest ways to find breed-friendly insurance coverage.


• Investigate company policies, as well as general industry information, on insurance comparison Web sites such as www.insurance.com, www.insure.com, or www.insweb.com.


• Talk to friends, neighbors, and others with dogs, especially with your breed of dog, about the type of insurance they have and ask if they had any difficulties obtaining it.
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Poop scoop laws are now common in most U.S. cities.


Dogs who bite are subject to confiscation, quarantine, and euthanasia. Their owners may also be subject to lawsuits or criminal prosecution and may be held responsible for medical bills as well as compensation for pain and suffering. Many communities have a one-bite rule, which states that owners of previously gentle dogs cannot be held criminally liable for the dog’s first bite. The dog is also exempt from consequences for the first bite. There may be exceptions, however, if the bite is severe.


In first-time cases involving bites that draw blood but are not severe, dog owners may receive a warning or be fined. The dogs are sometimes quarantined, particularly if the bite is serious. Second bites may lead to additional fines as well as confiscation and quarantine of the offending dog. Depending on the severity of the bite, the dog may be euthanized or the owner may be required to provide additional security to ensure that the dog does not come into contact with people. Severe or multiple instances of bites generally lead to euthanizing the dog and criminal prosecution of the owner if negligence or intention is shown.
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The passage of the ADA ensured public access to people with disabilities, including those who utilize assistance dogs.


Dog bite laws are not restricted to attacks on humans only. Dogs who attack other dogs or other domestic animals causing injury or death are also subject to confiscation, quarantine, and euthanasia. Owners may be held criminally or civilly responsible or both.


Poop Scoop Laws


The poop scoop law, which is in effect in most urban areas within the United States, is a fairly recent phenomenon. Until 20 years ago or so, it was not a requirement to clean up dog feces in most places, and this continues to be unusual in most other countries and in many rural areas in the United States. But now it’s recognized that aside from their unpleasant sight and odor, animal feces create both public health and environmental hazards. Most urban areas impose cash fines on owners who do not pick up feces in public areas. These fines can range anywhere from $25 to $1,000, depending on how serious a municipality deems the infraction.


Some cities have also passed laws that require dog owners to remove dog feces from their own properties within 24 hours. The reasoning behind such laws is that feces pollute groundwater and attract disease-carrying pests.


Americans with Disabilities Act


The passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990 brought a new level of acceptance for the use of service dogs in public. The ADA requires that all public places be accessible to disabled people, including those people who use a service dog. This means that people with service dogs are granted access to public places just as are people confined to wheelchairs.


Although many restaurants and hotels post signs allowing only guide dogs into the establishment, in fact all service dogs are covered under the ADA. This includes dogs who assist people in areas of mobility, hearing, seizure detection, and mental illness support. Under the ADA, dogs are not required to wear vests nor are service dog users required to carry papers registering their dogs as service dogs. However, most service dog users do carry both papers and outfit their dogs in vests or collars indicating their work.


Other than accessibility, service dogs are subject to the same laws as other dogs are: they must be leashed, cleaned up after, and they cannot be aggressive.


Laws for Working Dogs


Working dogs are subject to the same laws that apply to companion dogs, including bite and leash laws and neglect and abuse laws, but they have additional laws that protect them. Working dogs are protected from being overworked or abused in the course of their training or work. Dogs cannot be used for drafting work within urban areas. Some states have banned Greyhound racing as well as some forms of hunting.
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Many breeds possess the ability to be trained for service and assistance work.


Law enforcement dogs are also protected in their work: they cannot be willfully distracted or prevented from doing their jobs. They and their handlers are also protected from prosecution if a dog bites in the course of his work.


Licensing and Spay/Neuter Laws


Almost every U.S. government, county, or municipal requires the licensing of dogs. The owners of unlicensed dogs are subject to monetary fines. To be licensed, dogs must be up-to-date on their rabies vaccination. The cost of licensing often depends on whether an animal is spayed or neutered. The owners of unaltered dogs pay more to license their dogs.


Licenses protect dogs. Lost unlicensed dogs are at greater risk of being euthanized. In many rural areas, peace officers must contact the owner of a licensed at-large dog before euthanizing him. In urban areas, shelters are required to attempt to find the owners of licensed dogs before euthanizing them or placing them up for adoption.


The spay and neuter laws arose in response to the crisis of pet overpopulation. They appear to be having a dramatic effect in reducing the number of adoptable dogs and cats euthanized by animal shelters each year.


In addition to laws that require owners of unaltered dogs to pay a higher license fee, some governments require all shelter dogs to be altered before they are placed into adoptive homes. Additionally, some cities now prohibit breeding within their boundaries.


The Animal Welfare Act


The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) was first passed in 1966 and then revised in 1970, 1976, 1985, and 1990. Administered by the USDA and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), the AWA was enacted to protect commercially used animals from mistreatment. These include animals sold in commerce, used for exhibition purposes, and used by laboratories for scientific testing.


The AWA also regulates the dealers who sell animals for scientific research. Laboratories that use animals and the dealers who supply them are required to record the names and addresses of all their animal sources to discourage these dealers from stealing companion animals and selling them to laboratories. They must hold animals for at least five days to give owners the opportunity to claim lost or stolen animals.


Pet Theft


The theft of a dog is prohibited and punishable by monetary fines, imprisonment, or both in most areas. The laws covering pet theft are enacted at the city or county level. In most instances, dog theft is considered the same as theft of personal property, although there are many who argue that the theft of a pet should be punishable under more stringent laws.


The thefts of animals by dealers or bunchers—who supply animals to animal testing laboratories—are covered by the Animal Welfare Act.


Antifreeze Laws


Antifreeze is an extremely toxic and usually fatal substance that causes the kidneys to fail. Unfortunately, thousands of dogs die from antifreeze poisoning each year because the substance has a sweet taste that they’re attracted to. In some states, including California, there is a law requiring antifreeze manufacturers that include more than 10 percent ethylene glycol in antifreeze to add a bitter agent that makes the toxic substance less palatable to dogs. Wholesale antifreeze, however, is exempted from the law, meaning that most mechanics do not use the new antifreeze.


Laws for Airlines


The USDA imposes several restrictions for transporting dogs by airplane cargo. They must be in adequately sized and ventilated kennels with clear markings and handles. They must be provided food and water, regardless of the length of flight, and the air-line must feed and water adult dogs at least once every 24 hours. Young puppies must be fed and watered once every 12 hours. Puppies under eight weeks old are prohibited from airlines.


In response to publicity surrounding the dangers of animals flying as cargo on commercial airlines, the U.S. Congress passed legislation requiring airlines to report any and all injuries, deaths, or incidents that occur to pets when they are being transported by passenger airline.


Estate Planning


If you are concerned about what would happen to your dog if you died or were incapacitated, take steps now to ensure that he would be cared for. You can name a guardian in your will or set up a pet trust that will be funded by some of the proceeds from your estate. Speak first to the person you choose as guardian to make sure that he or she is willing and able to take on the responsibility of your dog. Name an alternate guardian as well, in case your first choice is no longer in a position to care for your dog. Your lawyer can advise you on the best way to word your wishes to ensure your dog’s comfort and happiness. The Humane Society of the United States also offers information on writing a will to protect your dog.


You may wish to look into the possibility of placing your pet in a retirement home for animals whose people have died. These include the Pet Survivors Life Care Program, managed by the SPCA of Texas and the Perpetual Pet Care Program, administered by Kansas State University College of Veterinary Medicine. Other programs exist as well. Costs usually range from $10,000 to $25,000.


The laws governing companion animals change often and range widely depending on whether you live in the South or the North, the East or the West, or the city or country. To learn what your specific rights and responsibilities are as an animal caretaker, contact your local animal control facility.




CHAPTER 6


The Problems Surrounding Dogs


Dogs have been our trusted companions for thousands of years, helping us by herding our livestock, guarding our possessions and providing us with unconditional love. Humankind has not always been so generous in return, however.


Dogs have been used and abused for centuries. Even today, dogs are treated unfairly. Problems continue to plague the canine race, from overbreeding to dog fighting to breed bans. But dog lovers are working hard to help overcome the injustices that dogs continue to suffer in our society.


Overpopulation


One of the greatest tragedies concerning dogs in modern times is overpopulation. More dogs need homes today than exist for them. Animal shelters are filled with dogs who have nowhere to go. Abandoned and unwanted, thousands of these “excess” dogs are euthanized every year in the United States. Five out of every ten dogs who end up in animal shelters are destroyed simply because no one wants them.




Fact and Fiction About Spaying and Neutering




Many myths exist on the subject of spaying and neutering dogs. Some of the notions people have about spaying and neutering are simply not true.


• Myth: Dogs who are spayed or neutered get fat. This is a common misconception based on the fact that most dogs are neutered when they are fairly young and tend to put on weight as they get older. People associate the weight gain with the spay or neuter, when in reality the dog’s metabolism has slowed down because it is no longer a puppy. Dogs who are spayed or neutered can maintain a healthy weight if they are not overfed and are given plenty of exercise.


• Myth: Female dogs need to have a litter first before they are spayed. Some people believe that in order for a female dog to be well adjusted, she must experience motherhood at least once before being spayed. The truth is that dogs do not need to be mothers in order to be happy dogs. Plus, waiting until a dog gives birth to a litter adds to the pet overpopulation problem and puts the dog at risk for certain types of cancer.


• Myth: My dog is a purebred, so he or she should reproduce. Animal shelters are filled with purebred dogs who came into the world under this false assumption. Only responsible breeders with well-planned breeding programs should be breeding their dogs.


• Myth: It’s cruel to spay or neuter a dog. Dogs do not have sexual identities like those of humans, and they don’t know the difference after they have been spayed or neutered.








Animal welfare groups around the country educate the public as to the importance of spaying and neutering pet dogs. Some progress has been made, as the number of animals in shelters has declined in recent years, but much more work needs to be done in this regard.


Spaying and Neutering


As a dog owner, you can do a lot to help with the problem if dog overpopulation. By spaying or neutering your pet, you will help reduce the numbers of dogs competing for homes.
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Greyhounds have some of the most active rescue programs in the United States, as many racing dogs are in need of loving homes after their short careers are over.




Link Between Animal Abuse and Human Violence




Psychologists and law enforcement officials have shown a definite link between the abuse of animals and violence toward humans. Many children who abuse animals grow up to become violent criminals. In fact, some of the most infamous murderers of our time—Ted Bundy and Jeffrey Dahmer are just two—had a history of animal abuse in their childhoods.


According to the American Humane Association, a study of 57 families being treated for incidents of child abuse showed that 88 percent of these families also abused animals. In two-thirds of the cases, the abusive parent killed or injured family pets in order to control the children. In the remaining families, the children abused animals as a way to take out their anger.








In addition to cutting down on the number of dogs needing homes, spaying or neutering your dog will also improve your pet’s life and behavior. Dogs who have been spayed or neutered are less likely to roam in search of a mate. Dogs who have been altered are also healthier because they are at less risk of developing cancer of the reproductive organs.


Animal Abuse and Neglect


Another tragedy taking place in the world of dogs is abuse and neglect. All you need to do is read the paper or listen to the news on the radio to hear about these kinds of cases. Often, disturbed individuals take out their rage on helpless dogs, inflicting abuse that maims or kills the animal. More often, people simply neglect their dogs by tying them up and leaving them without food or water, failing to take them to the veterinarian when they are sick, and generally disregarding their needs.


The abuse and neglect of dogs is against the law in most states and counties, and people who commit these heinous acts are subject to prosecution, fines and sometimes jail time. People who care about dogs have a responsibility to report suspected cases of animal abuse to the authorities. The authority to enforce animal cruelty laws falls on Animal Control agencies in most cities and municipalities. In areas where Animal Control agencies do not exist, the local police department is responsible for handling these situations


Unethical Uses


Throughout human history, dogs have been used in ways we consider unethical today. In the past, dogs were used to subdue and control entire civilizations. The Spanish conquistadors used attack dogs to keep the conquered Incas in line. Plantation owners used dogs to keep slaves from running away. Dogs also played a role in keeping East Germans from scaling the Berlin Wall to freedom. Stationed as sentries along the wall, these dogs of German breeding helped the oppressive East German government maintain control over its citizens. In the more recent past, dogs were used to intimidate civil-rights workers.


These days, the unethical use of dogs still persists. Dogs are bred like livestock in puppy mills, where they are kept in cages stacked on top of each other, often in filthy conditions. In certain parts of the world, dogs are killed for their fur. In other places, dogs are slaughtered for their meat.


Dogs are used in certain sports today that are controversial. Greyhound racing, which may seem innocuous enough, is responsible for the death of thousands of Greyhounds every year. At disreputable establishments, dogs who don’t win consistently are euthanized. A small but lucky percentage are placed in adoptive homes when their racing days are done.


Another controversial sport in the world of dogs is dog-sled racing. Each year in Alaska, the Iditarod dog-sled race, which calls for teams of dogs to travel over 1,150 miles of frozen ground, draws the ire of animal welfare groups who believe the event is abusive to dogs. Dog-sled racing aficionados counter that their dogs love to run and that they take good care of them.


People who care about the welfare of dogs are working hard to pass laws to stop the abuse of dogs in sports, as well as to make puppy mills illegal. They are also putting pressure on foreign governments to stop the killing of dogs for fur and meat.


Breed-Specific Legislation


Over the past few decades, certain breeds of dogs have attained international attention for their misdeeds. American Pit Bull Terriers and Rottweilers are just two of the breeds that have made headlines in vicious dog attacks that result in the death or severe maiming of human beings.
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Many pit bulls are loyal and affectionate companions; however, due to the actions of some irresponsible owners, the public’s perception of the breed has suffered greatly.




What Is a Dangerous Dog?




How do you know if a dog is dangerous? Local laws define dangerous dogs according to a description stated in local statutes. The exact definition of a dangerous dog varies from place to place, depending on the legislation that has been enacted. Typically, a dangerous dog is one who has attacked and bitten a person or animal without provocation or has chased a person or animal with the intent to do harm.


In most places, a dog who is deemed to be dangerous must be securely confined. The owner may be required to purchase a bond and liability insurance. If these safeguards do not prevent the dog from attacking an animal or person, the dog may be euthanized. The owner may also be charged with a misdemeanor or felony.








The result of the news media’s fascination with dog attack stories—particularly offenses committed by so-called pit bulls—has been a knee-jerk reaction from legislators to ban these breeds from cities and municipalities. Laws have been enacted around the country making it illegal to own certain breeds of dogs.


The injustice of this legislation is obvious to those who know and love the breeds being banned. Certain breeds of dogs are not inherently bad. Rather, these breeds fall victim to the whims of people who breed and train the dogs to be vicious.


Dog attacks most often happen in high-crime areas where drug dealers and others on the wrong side of the law use the dogs as part of their illegal activities. The dogs are often mistreated and deliberately trained to be aggressive toward humans. The media, legislators, and the public blame the dog’s breed for the attacks—not the criminals who are truly responsible.
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Breed-specific legislation is harmful to all purebred dogs, not only the so-labeled dangerous breeds. When common sense falters, companion breeds like Bulldogs and Pugs could be the next banned breeds on your block.


People who know and love dogs are fighting to eliminate breed bans, instead insisting that each individual dog be judged on his or her behavior.


Puppy Mills


One of the most inhumane situations facing dogs today in America is the puppy mills. Large breeding facilities where dogs are treated like livestock and kept in cages their entire lives, puppy mills provide dogs to pet shops around the country. Females are forced to have litter after litter until the constant reproduction destroys their health. Both male and female breeders are confined to cages, often in filthy conditions.


The puppies that result from these breedings are not properly socialized and are kept in cages until they are shipped to pet stores around the United States. Many of these puppies suffer from genetic disease (the result of indiscriminate breeding) or from ailments such as parvovirus or distemper. Because they spend their early weeks in cages, they are difficult to house-train because they are used to eliminating in their living area.


Although animal welfare advocates have fought long and hard to shut down puppy mills—most of which are located in the Midwest—these breeding facilities are still in operation. As long as the public continues to buy puppies from disreputable pet shops, puppy mills will continue to thrive.


To help fight puppy mills, do not buy puppies from questionable pet shops. Talk to your friends and educate them. If you want a purebred puppy, look into obtaining one from a responsible breeder, preferably one who is local.


Dog Fighting


The cruel act of dog fighting is an old one. The so-called sport reached its popularity in England in the 1800s, when a number of fighting breeds were developed. The descendants of these fighting dogs still exist today. In the right hands, these dogs are gentle and obedient companions who love people. In the wrong hands, they are vicious fighters who will tear each other to shreds for the amusement of spectators.


Organized dogfights take place in pits, which are small arenas surrounded by plywood walls. Spectators watch while dogs are put together in the pit to fight. Bets are placed, and fights last anywhere from one to two hours. The fight ends when one of the dogs refuses to fight anymore or is so severely injured he can no longer do battle.


Unorganized dogfights are also catching on in popularity in urban areas, and usually involve a handful of individuals watching as two dogs fight. Dogs used in dogfights receive injuries so severe that the wounds are sometimes fatal. Bruises, broken bones and deep puncture wounds are common.


An unsettling reminder that dog fighting is alive and well in the United States was the arrest of professional football player Michael Vick in 2007. Vick pleaded guilty to federal dog-fighting charges and was sentenced in 2008 to 23 months in prison. Vick’s dogs were seized by the court. Some were euthanized; others were turned over to rescue groups for rehabilitation.


Pit bull–type dogs suffer the most from dog fighting, which not only is inherently cruel but also results in tremendous suffering for dogs in training. Dogs who won’t fight or who fight poorly are often beaten and killed, while other dogs are used as virtual punching bags by dogs being trained to be more aggressive. Other animals are used to train fighting dogs as well, including cats, rabbits, and small dogs.
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Socialize your new puppy to children within his first few months of life. Well-socialized dogs are far less likely to bite.


Dog fighting is illegal in all 50 states. In 2008, Wyoming became the last state to make it a felony instead of a misdemeanor.


Dog Bites


The simple fact is that dogs bite more than 4.7 million people in the United States each year. Children and other vulnerable people incur many of those bites. And against popular belief, most dogs bite people they know, often members of their own families. Even otherwise reliable dogs can bite under extreme circumstances.




Steps to Prevent Your Dog from Biting




• If you are buying your dog from a breeder, ask to meet the dam. Do not buy a dog if the mother is aggressive or overly fearful.


• Spay or neuter your dog.


• Do not allow your dog to nip or bite when playing.


• When playing tug-of-war or other aggressive games, you should always be in control of the game. Teach your dog to drop the tug object when asked.


• Start socializing your dog early in puppyhood to a lot of different types of people.


• Train your dog to follow basic commands and to respond to you when you call his name.


• Do not allow your dog to be possessive of food or toys. To reinforce the idea that people provide food, drop occasional treats in his bowl as he eats.


• Be cautious when introducing your dog to new situations








Although there are ways to curb aggressive behavior in dogs, we can’t prevent all bites. Sometimes dogs bite because they have a dominant temperament or they become aggressive because they are fearful, which is called fear aggression. Other times dogs bite because they’re in pain or are panicked.


There are also times when we encounter unknown dogs who may potentially bite, so it’s important to know what to do when you are meeting a dog and how to avoid being bitten by one.


Why Dogs Bite


There are certain situations in which dogs feel trapped or fearful, causing them to growl or bite. Use caution when waking a sleeping dog or taking away an especially tasty bone. Do not allow situations to develop in which your dog feels cornered. Although you can condition a dog to accept such acts as touching his food bowl or taking away a toy, you should always exercise caution when doing so.


Dogs may also exhibit aggressive behaviors when ill or injured. If you or a family member is bitten when petting or touching an otherwise trustworthy dog, visit your veterinarian to ascertain whether the dog acted out of pain or discomfort. Once you’ve ruled out a medical explanation for your dog’s aggressiveness, see a trainer. The sooner you deal with this, the better. There are many types of aggressiveness that can be alleviated with careful training and socialization. A professional trainer can guide you through this process.
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Don’t allow your puppy to nip. Encourage him to chew on safe, appropriate toys instead.
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To prevent food possessiveness, periodically feed your dog from the bowl and add tasty bits as he is eating.


If your dog is suffering from an illness or injury that you know about, take precautions when petting or moving him. If he seems uncomfortable or in pain, minimize your contact with him unless he seeks it out. Heed his warnings. If he growls, he does not want you to touch him. If you need to move him, use a soft muzzle or tie a length of gauze around his snout. Better safe than sorry when it comes to the sharp end of a dog’s discomfort.


Unknown Dogs: Precautions


Although more than half of all bites are from a dog the victim knows, there are still legitimate concerns about unknown dogs. You do not know a stray dog’s temperament or background, and a dog on the loose is often lost and scared or may be injured.


When you encounter a stray dog, never approach him. If he appears to be injured, call your local animal control office. If you are worried about his safety, speak to him calmly and call him to you. If he refuses to come to you, keep an eye on where he is and call animal control. If he approaches you in a friendly manner, allow him to sniff you. Do not make any sudden moves. Once the dog seems comfortable, you may coax him to follow you or check his collar for identification.






One-third of all liability claims against homeowners stem from dog bites. The insurance industry claims that bites involve a total payout of $310 million annually. As a result, many insurance companies will not insure large, powerful breeds such as Rottweilers, German Shepherd Dogs, Dobermans, and pit-bull types.








If an unknown dog acts threateningly toward you, stop and stay very still. Do not make eye contact with the dog but do not turn away from him either. Talk gently to the dog—do not raise your voice. Back away from the dog slowly. Never run. A running person looks like prey to an aggressive dog. If the dog attacks you despite these efforts, drop to the ground and curl into a ball, protecting your head and neck with your hands.


If a dog chases you while you are riding a bicycle, stop and dismount, keeping your bike between you and the dog at all times. Slowly wheel your bicycle away.


What to Do If You’re Bitten


A dog bite isn’t the same as other cut injuries, even if it looks fairly innocuous. If your own dog bites you, double-check his vaccination records, and make sure he is up to date on rabies shots. If the bite is from a dog you know, ask the owner for proof of up-to-date vaccines. If a free-roaming dog bites you, contact your local animal control office. If the dog is not found and tested for rabies, you may need to be prophylactically treated for the rabies virus. Rabies is almost 100 percent avoidable if treatment begins before symptoms appear. Once symptoms begin, however, rabies is almost always fatal.
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Resist the urge to let your dog give you a kiss on the lips; a dog’s mouth harbors germs, so stick to cheek kisses.









Is it true that dogs’ mouths are cleaner than those of humans? No. In fact, dogs’ mouths can host many disease-causing bacteria, including Pasteurella, Streptococcus, Staphylococcus, and Capnocytophaga. And dogs are much more likely to eat things like garbage, rotten food, and feces than are humans. However, human bites are still more dangerous to other humans than dog bites are. That’s because, although our mouths are comparatively cleaner than dogs’ mouths, we host more bacteria that cause disease in humans.








A dog’s mouth harbors germs, so visit your doctor even if you do not need stitches. If the bleeding does not stop with gentle pressure on the wound, go to the emergency room. If you were bitten on the face, on the hand, or on a joint, go to the emergency room; you may require plastic surgery or X-rays. Bites on the hand are more likely to become infected.


If you do not need immediate care, visit your doctor by the next day. Most clinics have an urgent care center where you can be seen by a doctor, physician’s assistant, nurse practitioner, or medic. If you are not up-to-date on tetanus boosters, you will need a tetanus shot. The doctor will also clean the wound and might dress it. Because of the potential for infection from any animal bite, you’ll also receive a prescription of antibiotics. It’s important to keep an eye on a bite wound for the first few days to ensure that it does not become infected. If you see a red line forming from the wound, go to the emergency room.


Once you’ve been treated medically for the bite wound, it’s up to you to take any legal or behavioral actions. If the dog who bit you was your own, you need to address the reasons behind his aggressiveness, whether medical or behavioral. If your dog bit someone else, fully cooperate with the victim and authorities, providing your dog’s veterinary history and quarantining your dog, if necessary. If you were bitten by a dog who is not your own, you may wish to file a report with your local animal control agency. The dog may be quarantined or even euthanized, depending on his history and the owner’s wishes.




[image: ]


 


Section II


A New Dog




Bringing a new dog into your home is a life-changing decision. Whether you have a household of animals or are adopting your first pet, a new dog brings a variety of adjustments.


Before proceeding, examine your lifestyle and personality, and carefully research the type of dog that will fit into your life best. Being a parent, having a full-time job, and having experience with dogs are all factors when adopting. Obtaining your dog through a reputable source, such as a respected breeder or recognized animal shelter, helps establish a healthy and lifelong friendship.


Knowing how and when your dog is going to enter your life, realizing both the benefits and responsibilities of a new pet, and preparing your home and family for your new addition will smooth the transition immeasurably.







CHAPTER 7


Is a Dog Right for You?


Before you begin the search for a dog, you need to ask yourself the most important question of all: is this the right time to bring a dog into my life? Sharing your home with a dog is a life-changing experience. A dog contributes a special kind of companionship, but it also requires a daily, long-term commitment in the form of regular mealtimes, playtime, exercise, veterinary care, grooming and training.


This is when you need to take a hard look at yourself and your life. Welcoming a dog into your home is a huge step. Adopting a dog is accepting a 10- to 15-year commitment—or longer—to substantially change your way of life. Just as graduating from high school, getting married, buying your first house, and having a child will lead you to change many parts of your life, so will having a dog.


Pros and Cons of Dog Ownership


We all know the great things about dogs. They give us unconditional love and friendship. They contribute to our health by always being ready for a walk or a game of fetch. They provide instant stress relief and lower our heart rate. They’re always thrilled to see us, even if we’ve only stepped out for five minutes. They’re trustworthy confidantes who never tell our secrets. And they make us laugh.
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Every dog has a perfect owner. Take the time to find the right dog for you.


While living with a dog has its benefits, it can also restrict the amount of time you spend away from home and the amount of money you have for discretionary spending. Dogs need to be fed and walked at approximately the same time each day, so those spontaneous after-work get-togethers are more difficult to attend. Planning a trip requires the additional step of deciding whether to board the dog, hire a pet sitter, or take the dog with you—and then finding a boarding kennel, pet sitter or vacation spot that meets your needs as well as those of your dog. Veterinary expenses are generally manageable unless an emergency comes along. Do you have the financial resources to purchase pet health insurance or set aside money for a pet health savings account? Think about what you’re willing to sacrifice and what you’re not willing to sacrifice to maintain your dog’s health and give him the best food and day-to-day care.


Are You and Your Family Ready for a Dog?


Consider the other people in your life. Your spouse or significant other as well as your children may have their own thoughts on whether a dog is a good addition to the family. If everyone isn’t on board with the idea of acquiring a dog, it can cause tension and disagreements. In a worst-case scenario, the dog becomes the victim when the family decides it’s too much trouble and gets rid of him.


If you have children, it’s vital to choose a dog who is kid friendly. This may mean finding a puppy you can raise yourself, or it might mean visiting a shelter or rescue facility for an adult dog who’s been temperament tested with children.


Do you have other dogs or cats? If so, are you sure they will accept another dog in the home? Is the new dog you’ve found friendly toward other animals? If you have cats, you need to realize that not all dogs are appropriate for households with cats. Some breeds have predatory instincts that make them unsuitable to live with a cat if they have not been properly socialized. Siberian Huskies, Greyhounds, and Jack Russell Terriers, for example, are known for their interest in small, fast, furry things—not the situation you want for Misty.


The Right Time to Get a Dog


Your stage of life can also factor into the decision. Are you a college student? A busy parent with two young toddlers? A jet-setting business traveler? It’s essential to consider how a dog will fit into your lifestyle. Any friendship, including one with a dog, requires nurturing and quality time. Will your busy schedule allow you to give a dog the care and companionship he needs?


Housing a Dog


Where you live can also determine whether it’s a good time for you to acquire a dog. Homes, condos and apartments can all accommodate dogs, but some dogs are more suited to each type of housing than others are.


For many breeds, a single-family home with a yard is most appropriate for their size and energy level. For instance, sporting or gun dog breeds such as Golden Retrievers and Labrador Retrievers do best when they have a yard where they can chase tennis balls or even a pool where they can swim. They can do well in condos or apartments, however, if you’re committed to giving them daily exercise.


In terms of size, small dogs fit well into any type of housing, but sometimes other traits can make them unsuited to life in apartments or condos. Shetland Sheepdogs might seem just right for apartment life because of their small size, but they love to bark and they’re highly active. Those characteristics can make them unwelcome neighbors in multifamily living environments.


Many giant breeds have low energy levels that make them suited to condo or apartment life, as long as the unit isn’t so small that you’re always tripping over the dog. Take into account whether there are many flights of stairs. Often, giant breeds such as Mastiffs or Scottish Deerhounds have difficulty navigating steps. Unless you’re a giant yourself, carrying them isn’t really an option.


Rental housing that permits pets is sometimes difficult to find. When it is available, a large pet deposit or monthly pet rental fees may be required. Don’t overlook valuable resources in your search for an apartment that permits pets. Some humane societies, such as the San Francisco SPCA and the Riverside County Department of Animal Services in Riverside, California, provide lists of pet-friendly apartments on their Web sites. And before you sign a lease, be sure that it includes written permission to have a dog.


College students often long for a dog but are limited by dormitory life or the constraints of having a roommate. Some colleges have dormitories that accommodate students with pets, but those are few and far between. At this ever-changing time of life, it may be best to set aside the idea of dog ownership for a time when your living situation is more stable.


Should Allergies Keep You from Having a Dog?


When you pet a dog or even enter a room where there’s a dog, do your nose and throat itch or do your eyes water and get puffy? People with allergies make up about 20 percent of the population, and of those, about 30 percent are allergic to dogs or other pets. Whether they’re furry or hairless, wire-coated or single-coated, all dogs produce saliva, urine, and dander (dead skin flakes) that carry allergens.




Finding Dog-Friendly Rental Housing




To find rental housing that accepts dogs, you need to pull out all the stops. Here are some tips that will help:


• Tell family and friends that you are looking for dog-friendly housing. Ask them to keep their eyes open and to let you know if they hear of anything.


• Mention your quest for housing to your veterinarian, groomer, and the staff at your pet supply store. Dog lovers are often friends with other dog lovers who may live in a dog-friendly building or own a dog-friendly unit.


• When looking at newspaper and online rental housing advertisements, check out the ads that say dogs are welcome and also those that do not mention dogs, which often indicates that the landlord can be convinced to accept dogs.


• Visit local real estate offices and ask about dog-friendly rentals and lease arrangements. Taking the extra step to introduce yourself may prompt a realtor to do a little extra digging for you.


• Get in your car or on your bike and look for rental signs. Home owners who rent out back units or have other small properties do not always pay for advertising. These more casual landlords are often more willing to accept dogs.


• Develop a résumé for your dog to let prospective landlords know about his good behavior. Include letters of reference from previous landlords and your dog’s veterinarian and trainer.


• Provide your potential landlord a copy of your dog’s Canine Good Citizen certification from the American Kennel Club. Get information on training and testing for the CGC from www.akc.org.


• When visiting an open house, bring your dog along. Ask a friend to wait with him outside while you speak with the landlord. If your dog is well behaved, meeting a prospective landlord may just be the clincher.








A number of breeds lay claim to being hypoallergenic, most commonly Bichons Frises, Portuguese Water Dogs and various terrier breeds. Their coats have a slower shed cycle than do those of other dogs. For this reason, they shed less and their coats do not stop growing at the 2 to 3 inches typical with most dogs. Dogs with low-shedding coats require regular, often expensive grooming, but they may trigger fewer allergy problems. That said, the important thing to remember is that dogs and people are individuals. All dogs produce allergens, but some make more allergens than others do, and some people are more susceptible to allergens than others are. You may find that you can tolerate certain dogs but not others, even within the same breed.




Human Allergies




Many people have allergies to dogs. Symptoms of allergies include sneezing; coughing; red, itchy, watery eyes and nose; scratchy or sore throat; and wheezing or breathing difficulty.


If an allergy specialist has diagnosed you or a family member with a dog allergy, it doesn’t mean you have to give up your pet. You can discuss the possibility of allergy shots or medication with your doctor, but there also are ways to reduce the allergens in your home so that you can continue to live happily with your beloved dog:


• Keep the bedroom dog free to ensure a good night’s sleep void of allergens. Use dust mite covers on your mattresses and pillows.


• If you have forced air heating and air conditioning in your home, the air currents may spread allergens throughout the house. Fit your home with a central air purifier that uses a HEPA (high-efficiency particulate arresting) filter, and use it at least four hours a day to remove a significant amount of pet allergens.


• Vacuum floors and furniture daily using a machine with a HEPA filter. Regularly clean walls with water to further reduce exposure to allergens and dust.


• Stick to washable blinds or shades and cotton-covered furniture, and limit the number of rugs, upholstered furniture, and drapes in the home. Opt for hardwood floors or tile rather than wall-to-wall carpeting.


• Clean dog bedding and crates at least weekly. Wash clothes that you wear while interacting with dogs before putting them back in the closet or drawer.


• Bathe your dog weekly, and brush or comb daily. Weekly baths can greatly reduce the level of allergens on fur.


• Wipe your dog’s coat with large baby wipes several times a week. Ideally, this should be done outdoors by someone who’s not allergic to the animal.


• Look for symptoms of dermatitis in your dog, which often leads to accelerated skin sloughing and fur shedding. Always wash your hands after touching your dog, and do not touch your eyes or other areas of your face before your hands are washed.


• Wear a dust mask to reduce exposure to allergens while you groom your dog and do housework. If possible, have a professional or family member without allergies take over these tasks.


• Keep over-the-counter antihistamines on hand. Liquid Benadryl works the fastest, followed by the chewable type.








Before you decide to try your luck with a so-called hypoallergenic cat or dog, remember that allergies can build over time. You may not react to a particular animal on first meeting but develop an allergy after living with it for days, weeks, or even months.


If you have allergies and still want a dog, have a contingency plan ready if the situation doesn’t work out. You must find some way to either coexist with the dog by taking medication or adjusting your cleaning routine or you must have a solid alternative home lined up. It’s not fair to a dog to get rid of it because you made a poor decision.


Finally, accustom yourself to a stuffy nose and puffy eyes. For most people, the companionship is worth it.


None of these issues need stop you from acquiring a dog if that’s your heart’s desire, but thinking about them can help you make a good choice when it comes to selecting a dog.




CHAPTER 8


Choosing a Dog


The wonderful thing about dogs is that they come in so many varieties. There’s a size, shape, color, coat type, activity level, and temperament to suit just about anyone and any environment. And it’s essential to take all of those elements into account when selecting a dog. Making the wrong decision can turn dog ownership from a delight to a disaster. Factors to consider include breed, age, background, and temperament.


All Agreed


Before you go out looking for a dog, be sure your entire household is on the same page. Does everyone agree that a Great Dane is the right dog for you, or does someone desire a Chihuahua? Sit down and talk as a family about each member’s expectations, desires, and concerns. Does everyone want a dog? Is there a particular type of dog that family individuals want? Who is going to care for him? Ask each family member to write a list of hopes and concerns and share it with the rest of the family. Ironing out concerns and ensuring that everyone is in agreement will save everyone a great deal of frustration once the new dog is home.


Age


Choosing between a puppy and an adult dog is difficult. Many of us relish the idea of watching a puppy grow but realistically don’t have the time for an active puppy. Others are drawn to an adult dog but have a partner who is yearning for a pup. If you want to adopt a dog from a shelter or rescue facility, in some areas you may need to search to find a puppy, although there are always plenty of adult dogs available.


Before making this difficult choice, take stock of your life. Puppies require an extraordinary amount of time and patience. Do you have both in sufficient amounts to raise a new puppy? If you have a high-stress job with long hours and a lot of travel time, a puppy probably isn’t for you right now. Take comfort, though, because there are loads of eligible adult dogs out there—in foster homes and shelters—looking for a home to call their own.


The good thing about an adult dog is that what you see is what you get. You’ll know his size, temperament, and exercise level right from the start. An adult dog—especially one who is past two or three years old—also requires far less work than a puppy. Most adult dogs come into the home house-trained. Even if they aren’t, it’s usually a fairly painless process with adults. They may even know some basic commands such as sit and down.
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Consider adopting an adult dog from an animal shelter. You’ll save a life and have an instant companion.




Choosing an Adult Dog with the Right Temperament




Understanding a dog’s temperament helps determine how much training he may need. If you don’t have the time, interest, patience, or knowledge to work with a dog who is poorly socialized, suffers from separation anxiety, does not get along with children, or is nervous or excitable, it is not fair to the dog—or to you—to take him home. It is better for that dog to be adopted by someone who can put in the extra training effort and for you to select a dog who is a better fit for your lifestyle. To help determine a dog’s temperament, try these tips:


• Check the dog’s sociability. If you want your dog to be your best pal and an integral part of your family, look for one who loves people. Ask to visit with the dog privately in a quiet area. If he is a people dog, he will solicit your attention by approaching you with tail wagging and licking or nudging you. He should also approach your child in a friendly manner. This is a good sign that he is at least tolerant of children.


• Check the dog’s tolerance of physical affection. To determine how much contact a dog will tolerate, pet him a dozen times. Does he lean in for more or does he pull away? A friendly dog will lean in for more affection.


• Test the dog’s excitability level. Jump around and make noise for several seconds. How excited does the dog get? How long does it take him to calm down? If he gets excited, jumps on you, and takes a long time to settle down, he probably requires an owner with some patience who can give him extra attention. If he becomes aggressive or predatory, he requires a home where he can receive special training. If he gets excited and playful but calms down quickly, he could be an excellent choice for a family with young children.


• Determine if the dog suffers from separation anxiety. Leave the dog alone for a few minutes. When you return, observe his behavior. If the dog seems stressed or out of breath, he may suffer from separation anxiety, which requires additional training.


• Check the dog’s response to new situations. Take the dog for a short walk and observe how he reacts to noise and traffic. Is he frightened or curious? Does he try to chase moving objects? Dogs who are fearful in new situations often need socialization and training or even medication to remain calm. Car, bicycle, or cat chasers are a danger to themselves and sometimes to others—they can be killed by traffic or they can injure small animals. These dogs need special training, secure fencing, and a good leash and collar.








The downside to an adult dog is that you often won’t know much about his past. If he was abused or neglected, he may bring baggage, and many adults have developed some bad habits that need to be addressed. Adult dogs who haven’t been allowed in the house in the past can have some difficulty adapting to home life, and it may take some time before they’re comfortable on a leash. Fortunately, old dogs can learn new tricks, and older dogs usually adjust to their new life quickly.


Not everything is going to be perfect: your new friend may be aggressive toward dogs or cats or have separation anxiety; a good shelter or rescue group should have a sense of this before adopting the dog to you, but surprises always come up. Sometimes adult dogs go through a honeymoon period in their new home; behavior problems may not always be apparent for several weeks or even months after Fido moves in. Enroll your new adult dog in training classes as soon as he comes into your life. These classes will help prepare you for any transition issues, and you’ll be surprised how much a dog can learn and unlearn.


Puppies need you to be with them a great deal. To become a healthy, well-adjusted adult, a puppy needs your guidance and support—and that doesn’t mean just half an hour when you get home from work. Puppy kindergarten, crate-training, and socialization go a long way toward developing a well-adjusted adult. If you work full-time and there’s no one else in the home who can help out, an adult dog may be your best bet.


Purebred or Random-Bred


There are diehards who want a purebred only and others who refuse to accept anything but a mixed breed. You can get a happy, well-adjusted, friendly pet whichever route you choose, but there are some pluses and minuses with both.


When you buy a purebred puppy, you know what your dog will look like as an adult and may have a general sense of his personality. Although dogs are individuals, they were bred for specific tasks, and dogs of a particular breed have some similar personality traits. On the downside, purebred dogs are believed to suffer from more genetic problems such as hip dysplasia, skin allergies, and eye and heart problems than are random-bred dogs.


If you adopt a random-bred puppy, though, chances are you won’t know what he will look like as an adult. Mixed-breed aficionados think this is half the fun, but others want to be prepared for the size and personality of their grown-up dog. Even if you know the breeds that went into the mix, it’s difficult to say what physical or temperamental traits will predominate.


Breeds and Breed Groups


Whether you choose a purebred or a random-bred, your dog’s ancestry will come into play in your life together. Although every dog exhibits a variety of qualities, there are certain traits representative of your dog’s breed(s) that will likely show up in your pet. A dog with several breeds in his mix may exhibit traits from one or all of them, although one breed tends to dominate. Before choosing a breed, spend some time looking at breed descriptions. Determine the exercise needs, kid appropriateness, size, and best family situation for each breed you consider before making a decision. Don’t base your choice of breed on looks alone. Be sure you understand the temperament and characteristics that come inside the pretty package.
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Which breed will fit into your lifestyle best? Learn as much as you can about different breeds so you can make an informed decision.


If you’re adopting your dog from a shelter, where many dogs are so randomly bred that it’s difficult to determine what breeds are dominant in an individual, ask for help from shelter workers or volunteers. Describe what you want in a dog, and ask the workers to steer you toward the right dog for your lifestyle. Even if the workers don’t know an individual dog’s breed, they can probably tell you quite a bit about a dog’s personality and needs. A good shelter tries to determine the dominant breeds in each mix, but there are no guarantees, and puppy looks can be deceptive.


In general, smaller dogs are bred to be companions, but this isn’t always the case. While a Chihuahua makes a great apartment dog with few exercise requirements, a terrier is super active and intelligent. If you don’t give him a job, he will find one on his own, usually something that you won’t appreciate, such as chewing your shoes, digging holes in your carpet, or making mad dashes out the front door. And what about a Chihuahua/Norwich Terrier mix? There’s no telling what personality traits will dominate in an adult, so you must be prepared for those of either breed.


Fortunately, there are some general rules you can follow with most dog breeds. Determining the group that a breed is part of is also helpful. Each breed registry categorizes breeds by a number of groups. Although the group names of the American Kennel Club (AKC), United Kennel Club (UKC), and Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) differ, they follow fairly standard lines and can tell you a great deal about the dogs included within them.


It’s human nature to look for patterns and to group objects or animals by their common characteristics. Dogs are no exception to this tendency. Over the centuries, people have divided dogs into a number of different categories. Some of these are based on the dogs’ purpose in life, such as the hounds, developed to scent or sight game, or the herding breeds, whose job it is to keep flocks together and direct them according to the shepherd’s instructions. Understanding which group a dog belongs to as well as its original purpose can help you choose the breed or mix that’s right for your family and lifestyle. Following are descriptions of the various breed types, which can help you narrow your choice.
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The bully breeds often make excellent companions for children, but they may not get along with other dogs.


For this book, we are using the following group guidelines: companion dogs, guardian dogs, gun dogs, herding dogs, hounds (scent-hounds and sighthounds and pariahs), northern dogs, and terriers. There are some general descriptions of dogs from each group, although, of course, there are exceptions within individual breeds and dogs. No one dog exhibits every trait associated with a particular breed. There are aggressive Labrador Retrievers and mellow Norwich Terriers; Siberian Huskies, who stick close to their people, and independent Golden Retrievers.


When looking at the different groups and breed descriptions, match your interests with the dogs’ needs. Make a list of what you are looking for in a dog. Although you may think you want an Australian Shepherd, after comparing your list and the dog’s traits, you may find that an Alaskan Malamute is more to your liking. For detailed descriptions of each breed, see chapter 18 on page 208.


Companion Dogs


Companion dogs are generally small, although there are some exceptions, and they bond easily with their owners. All breeds were developed for a job, and the companion dogs are no exception. Some of them originally held a job or are miniature versions of larger working dogs, like the Boston Terrier and French Bulldog, which are scaled-down versions of the bull baiters. The little Schipperke was bred to work on canal barges, catching vermin and keeping guard. Even some of the very small companions were bred for work and can require more training and exercise than the other companion breeds do. Yorkshire Terriers, for example, were bred as ratters and so tend to be bold and assertive. Despite their tiny size, they believe they can take on even the biggest threat. The companion dog group also includes several breeds that are larger or were originally bred for other uses. The Dalmatian, for example, was bred to accompany carriages on what could be 60- to 70-mile trips. It has sometimes had difficulty transitioning into its role as a companion because its protective instincts and high energy level remain intact. It requires an experienced owner who can provide it with structure and exercise.






More than 10 million dogs in America sleep on their owners’ beds, according to a 2003 online survey by the American Pet Association.
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Most companion dogs make great pets. After all, that is what they were bred for.


But many companion dogs were bred simply to keep people company. In many cultures of the past, royalty and noble people bred dogs to serve as companions rather than as workers or field dogs. Among the breeds that have served as companions are Marie Antoinette’s Papillon and the Shih Tzu—a favorite of Chinese royalty during the Manchu dynasty.


After generations of life as companions, many of these dogs are excellent house pets who get along with almost anyone. Some, however, tend toward nippiness and anxiety if not properly socialized to accept people and trained to have the basic manners necessary for every dog. They are often overly coddled instead of being allowed to be the real dogs that they are. This is a mistake, leading to dogs that become possessive, needy, and even aggressive.


If you’re elderly, lead a sedentary lifestyle, live in an apartment, or travel, a small companion dog could be an excellent friend for you. Because of their size, their exercise needs are minimal—a walk or two a day is fine. They are also easier to handle in a small apartment because they eat and eliminate smaller amounts and require less space than the larger breeds do. They’re lightweight, and their mobility makes them easy to bring along when traveling by car or airplane and easy for a person who is disabled or elderly to lift and carry.


Guardian Dogs


Sometimes known as working dogs, guardian dogs were bred to guard homes, people, and valuables as well as livestock. While they might sound like a useful sort of dog to have around, they are not for everyone. Large and reserved in nature, the guardian breeds are gentle with family and friends but fierce when provoked.


Some, such as the Rottweiler and the Doberman, were bred to live closely with people as personal guards. Although their guarding instincts can work for you, they can also work against you if your dog is poorly bred, poorly socialized, or untrained. These guardian dogs bond tightly with their families but can be wary of strangers, even when socialized. If you love to entertain and thrive on having guests in and out of your home, your guardian dog must be very well socialized and always supervised with guests. This is especially true if you have children who frequently have friends over. It’s not unusual for guardian breeds to mistake friendly wrestling for an attack on “their” child and to leap to his defense. Consider whether this type of dog is really appropriate for your lifestyle.


The livestock guardians were bred to live largely independent of people. They bond with livestock rather than with people or other dogs, defending them with their lives. Guardian dogs bred to protect livestock rather than humans include the Anatolian Shepherd of Turkey and Kuvasz of Hungary. Many are still used in these roles today, in both their countries of origin and on farms and ranches across the United States. The protective instinct of these guardian dogs sometimes puts them at odds with a human household. They make excellent watchdogs because they see their owners as their herd, and their job is to protect their herd. They can overwhelm a family not experienced with dominant dogs, however, and they may be wary of strangers and strange animals. Many experts suggest that livestock guardians be chosen only by individuals who are experienced with guardian-type dogs and have an understanding of their special needs.
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Guardian breeds can be excellent family dogs. However, they may be wary of strangers and need supervision and socialization.


Other guardians include the relatively gentle Newfoundlands and Saint Bernards. Instead of guarding against human or animal predators, these traditional search and rescue dogs held the job of aiding the lost and injured. Despite their large size and propensity to drool, both make excellent and dependable pets, being friendly and outgoing. But even very friendly working dogs should receive obedience training; their sheer size can be dangerous to both young children and senior citizens if they do not learn how to behave in a restrained manner.


Size should also be considered when deciding whether to bring a guardian or working dog into your family. Although most are sedentary, a 150-pound dog takes up a lot of room in a small apartment. And several, such as Black Russian Terriers, are highly active and need a family who can provide them with an outlet for their active bodies and minds.


These giant dogs also have giant-size needs: they require more food and more frequent cleanup, and boarding, grooming, and veterinary costs are considerably higher than are those for their smaller relatives. And giant breeds tend to have shorter life spans than other dogs do. They are often old at 5 or 6 years of age and may die by 8 or 10 years.


Guardians demand a dog-experienced owner who can provide them with consistency and structure. With most of these dogs, physical correction is not necessary or recommended—you are not going to win physically. However, firm, consistent training will garner their respect and loyalty. Guardian breeds can and do make excellent family companions, but be sure to consider their special needs before you acquire one.


Gun Dogs


These are the quintessential family companions. As a rule, they are loyal, friendly, active, and affectionate. Also referred to as sporting dogs, gun dogs were bred to accompany hunters in the field and to work closely with people and other dogs. For this reason, they tend to get along well with everyone, including children. Gun dogs love the outdoors and being with their families, making them the ultimate hiking and boating companions, with energy and stamina to spare. If you have an interest and love for physical activity, then these superactive dogs are the companions for you.
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The retrievers are known for their affability and family-friendly nature. However, every retriever has a unique personality.

Generally speaking, the gun dogs tend to be gentle, with soft mouths and an easygoing disposition, but a few are sharper and more intense, such as the pointers and the Chesapeake Bay Retriever. The downside is that many do not calm substantially with age—there are 11-year-old Irish Setters who have the same boundless energy as rambunctious pups. Labs retain puppylike energy well after most dogs have settled into adulthood, and some never calm down. This energy can make them anxious in the home if they don’t get enough exercise. None of the gun dog breeds are sedentary, and few will fit into apartment life. Even the Cocker Spaniel has a strong need for exercise and play.


Be aware as well that some gun dog breeds, such as English Springer Spaniels and Labrador Retrievers, are bred along show lines, while others are bred along field lines. Dogs from field lines tend to be more agile with a stronger drive to hunt and may be smaller or otherwise differ in appearance from show-bred dogs. This is something to discuss with a breeder or to ask the breed club about.


Within the gun dog group are breeds so disparate as Golden and Labrador Retrievers and German Shorthaired Pointers. While the retrievers often make affable family pets, are usually gentle, and tend to mellow with age (despite a continued love of long walks and playtime), the various pointers have more energy and tend to be more difficult to train. Many gun dogs are notorious runners; without consistent training, don’t expect them to come happily back to you after fun in the park. Despite their gentleness with people, their strong chase instincts mean the gun dogs can be dangerous with small animals such as cats.


For people who can provide the exercise and training they need, gun dogs can’t be beat as trustworthy companions for active families. Like all dogs, they need early socialization to ensure that they are friendly with everyone. Unfortunately, because of their popularity, there are a number of puppy mills, pet stores, and backyard breeders that are eager to make a dollar off these dogs. Be picky when choosing a breeder, or work with an accredited rescue or animal shelter. And do your research; you’ll be thankful in the long run.
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Herding dogs are high-energy animals with quick minds and a zest for life. They require families that have both time and energy to expend on them.


Herding Dogs


Highly intelligent and highly active, herding dogs require jobs probably more than any other group does. With their quick minds and endless endurance, they require people who have the time, energy, and smarts to keep up with them, and they chomp at the bit in a home where TV rules. If you enjoy running and hiking, Border Collies, Australian Cattle Dogs, and Australian Shepherds will all make eager companions—there is nothing they love more than hours of fun and exercise with their favorite person. If you want to get involved in a sport such as herding, agility, or flyball, a herding dog may be the perfect dog for you. On the downside, all this energy and intelligence can lead to a truly out-of-control dog in the wrong hands. Even a short-statured Corgi is a handful when there is a breakdown in training or socialization. A herding dog without a job to do will make one up for himself, and it will probably be something you do not want him to do, such as digging up your plant beds and chewing holes in your favorite shoes.


Because herding dogs regularly herd animals much larger and stronger than themselves, they must be brave and even a little foolhardy. Although they are rarely aggressive, the herding breeds are hard dogs who may have a tendency to nip in the same way they might nip at cattle or sheep to move them along. You must teach them that this is not acceptable behavior. They are also adventure seekers and will find their own entertainment if you don’t provide it. Some of these dogs will accept nothing less than a 3-mile run and an hour of aerobic play each day. Keep this in mind when you find yourself lulled by that incredibly sweet ball of fluff. If you cannot provide your herding dog with sheep to herd or cattle to drive, consider training him in agility or flyball. Regular organized activities can take the place of a traditional job and keep your dog physically and mentally satisfied.


Physical correction will only cause these dogs to dig in their heels. Give them firm, positive, and consistent training rather than harsh reprimands. Because of their special needs, they do best in homes with a dog-experienced owners.


Herding dogs tend to pick one person as their own. If you are adopting only one dog for a family of four, be prepared that a herding dog will most likely choose one person to bond with—and that won’t always be the person intended.


Hounds


Hounds are sometimes erroneously thought to be perfect companions for mellow dog lovers. It’s easy to picture the lethargic hound slumbering in front of the general store depicted in so many Hollywood movies. The truth is, there are actually two types of hounds—scenthounds and sighthounds (and pariahs)—and among the two are many different personalities.
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Scenthounds aren’t always the easygoing dogs Hollywood depicts. They need structure and exercise.





Scenthounds


Scenthounds are what we’re usually thinking of when the word hound comes to mind. Scenthounds tend to be rangy dogs with pendulous ears who keep their nose to the ground. Despite the image of the lazy hound lolling on a porch, not all scenthounds are canine narcoleptics. Far from it. Most of them are intense and fearless hunters who can be active and single-minded when it comes to tracking. For these dogs, nothing makes them happier than sniffing out a varmint, be it human or animal. The entire makeup of a hound is bound to hunting: even the long ears and facial wrinkles are said to help catch and direct scent. These dogs were bred to help hunters in their search for anything from foxes and rabbits to bears and mountain lions. Once they catch a scent, they will pursue it relentlessly, even if that means crossing busy roads or traveling tens of miles. For their safety, it is crucial that scenthounds be kept on leash or within a securely fenced area. Among the scenthounds are dogs large and small, including the Black and Tan Coonhound, Beagle, Basset Hound, and Bloodhound.


Scenthounds were developed in Europe and North America to track and pinpoint prey. Some were specifically developed to trail injured prey, whereas others were developed to tree prey, driving raccoons or opossums into trees and keeping them there while alerting the hunters by baying. Because of this back-ground, they tend to be very vocal and can make unpopular neighbors in apartments. On the plus side, hounds were traditionally hunted in packs, so they get along well with other dogs and are almost universally friendly toward people. They are largely dependable with rambunctious children and playful puppies alike. That said, the exuberance of large hounds can be a bit much for small children.


Besides their love of sniffing, hounds tend to have another common characteristic: single-mindedness. This is sometimes translated as stubbornness, but it is indicative of their ancestry: they were bred to sniff out one thing despite cut backs, distractions, and diminished trails. Once a hound has something on his mind, or in his nose, you can bet that little will distract him. This can be difficult with a large, powerful dog such as the Bloodhound. Fanciers are adamant about Bloodhounds being kept on a leash; otherwise they may be gone two days on a scent before their owners see them again—if they see them again.


Although many of the hounds are large and leggy, there are several dwarf varieties, including the Basset Hound and Dachshund. Despite their short stature or small size, dwarf hounds retain the hunting traits of their larger cousins. They can be equally vocal and single-minded.


Bloodhounds and other large hounds tend to be exuberant youngsters, and with their ungainly trot, whipping tail, and drooping flews, they can cause a bit of a ruckus in a small or cluttered house. That’s not to say large hounds don’t make good housedogs; often they do, but for the right person.


Scenthounds, such as the Basset Hound, Beagle, or Foxhound, can have widely disparate personalities. Basset Hounds do not make good apartment dogs even though they’re slow-moving and require less exercise than most hounds. They have a propensity for vocalization—as do most hounds—and can injure their backs by climbing stairs, which most apartments have. Beagles, while small, require a good deal of exercise and can be stubborn. Fortunately, most scenthounds are food mad, which can help with training.


Hounds also have special health issues. Their long, droopy ears are prone to infection, and they can develop skin infections related to their heavy wrinkles and loose skin. The long-backed, short-legged dwarf breeds may suffer disc and spinal problems. Clean the ears and skin folds regularly, and teach your hound not to jump on and off the furniture, which can injure his back.


Many hunting hounds are kept as kennel dogs, but they are happiest when part of the family. Although they love to hunt, they also enjoy using their innate talents in other areas, such as search and rescue and therapy work. If you have a good-size yard, patience, and a sense of humor, you may want to consider a hound as your next dog.


Sighthounds and Pariah Dogs


The sighthounds are possibly the world’s oldest type of dog. Evidence of sighthounds has been found as far back as the eighth century B.C.E. Originating in the Middle East and Asia, they were bred to hunt by sight and to course prey. They retain these abilities, making them the runners of the dog kingdom. All of the sighthounds look quite similar, elegant with long, narrow bodies and deep chests. Most of them are quite large: think Greyhounds, Afghan Hounds, and Irish Wolfhounds. They are active and keen in the field but restful in the home. Sighthounds will run after anything that moves, whether it’s a rabbit or a radio-controlled car, so they should always be leashed or confined to a securely fenced yard. Many are not trustworthy with small animals such as cats.
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Sighthounds love nothing as much as to run; they make good pets as long as they are kept securely fenced.


Like scenthounds, sighthounds are incredibly single-minded. That combined with their amazing speed can spell danger. Owners caution that sighthounds must always be on leash when in unfenced areas. Despite this, sighthounds make excellent companions. They are lovable dogs who can easily switch between work and relaxation mode. In health matters, the sighthounds are often sensitive to anesthesia as well as being susceptible to bloat—also known as gastric torsion—because of their deep chests. The very large members of the group, such as the Irish Wolfhounds and Scottish Deerhounds, tend to be short lived.


Pariah dogs are often grouped with sighthounds. These are primitive dogs who tend to live at the periphery of civilization. They are the closest to being wild among the species Canis familiaris. Some of the pariah dogs, such as the Carolina Dog, exist as feral dogs with some domesticated individuals. Others are largely domesticated, such as the Basenji, a quick, clever, and highly mischievous dog that has become an increasingly common choice for a family pet. The Canaan Dog of Israel was documented as a domestic breed more than two thousand years ago. After the exodus of the Jews, it became feral except for individual dogs kept by the nomadic Bedouins. In the twentieth century, it gained popularity among Israelis and is again kept as a domestic dog.


Pariah dogs tend to have similar looks, being of medium size with prick or rose ears, curled tails, and compact feet. Many of them are described as catlike, fastidious, and primitive in their behaviors. For instance, female pariah dogs tend to come into estrus only once a year rather than twice a year like the typical domestic dog.


Pariah dogs are not for every family. They require an experienced dog owner. Although some pariah dogs have a long history of domestication, others are closer to their wild roots and may have problems adjusting to a home life without concentrated socialization and training.


Northern Dogs


Northern breeds, also known as spitz dogs, are defined by their geographical background. They were all born of the north, suited to the harsh, cold climate of the Arctic or near-Arctic. Most of these dogs from northern climes have a decidedly similar appearance, with prick ears, a thick double coat, a sharp, foxlike face, and a tail that curls over the back. Many of these dogs are multipurpose, serving as hunters, herders, and sled dogs as well as companions. The smaller spitz dogs of Scandinavia were generally used to herd and guard reindeer, while the larger dogs, such as the Siberian Husky and Alaskan Malamute, were primarily sled dogs. Many of the Asian spitz breeds, such as the Chow Chow, Chinese Shar-Pei, and Akita, were originally guarding or fighting dogs. Whatever their use, all the northern breeds have a tendency toward independence.


Many northern breeds are aloof with people, rarely forming strong one-person relationships. Most have an innate desire to roam. Siberian Huskies, for example, are the quintessential escape artists. Owners have been known to resort to concrete and steel dog runs to keep them from escaping. Some northern breeds have predatory instincts, so they should be supervised with small animals and even babies, whose cries can sound like injured prey.
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If you live in a cool climate, consider a northern breed. These dogs love the cold and will thrive when allowed to participate in winter sports such as skijoring.


These dogs have energy to burn, so getting them involved in some sort of activity is suggested. Huskies and Malamutes do well with skijoring or sledding. Because some are wary with strangers, it’s advised that these dogs be socialized early and thoroughly. Northern breeds are independent, yet they affiliate strongly with other dogs—they are true pack animals and will be ready members of your pack as long as you establish the hierarchy early.


The northern breeds do very well with active families who are experienced with dogs. A northern breed would probably work well in your life if you hike, skijor, or bike; live in a cool climate; and have the time for training and exercise.


Terriers


The name terrier comes from the Latin word terra, meaning “earth,” and it stems from their traditional work of entering tunnels or dens to chase small prey and vermin. Some were bred to bolt the prey from the tunnel so it could be caught by the hounds, while others were bred to catch and kill the animals themselves. Tunneling, known as going to ground, was the motivation for developing the terriers’ distinctive looks and traits, from their protective wiry hair and docked tails to the keen expression and lively and tenacious nature. The larger terriers were also used as guard dogs.


Terriers were developed primarily in Great Britain, especially beloved by the people of the working class. They were first imported to the United States by English immigrants in the late 1800s. Depending on their use, they were small and short-legged or large and long-legged. The Airedale is the largest of the terriers, while the Australian and Silky Terriers, along with the Miniature Schnauzer, Toy Fox Terrier, and Norfolk and Norwich Terriers, vie for the title of smallest. There are two distinct types of terriers: the traditional terriers and the bull and terrier types, nicknamed the bully breeds.


The traditional terriers include the Norwich Terrier, the Border Terrier, and the Cairn Terrier, as well as the larger Airedale Terrier. The bully breeds include Bull Terriers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers, and American Pit Bull Terriers. All of these breeds were originally ratters—dogs bred to kill vermin for practicality or sport—but the bully breeds were also used in other blood sports, including bull baiting and dog fighting. Because of this background, as well as their continued use in illicit dog fighting, there are concerns about their temperament. Bully-breed fanciers, however, argue that most of the breeds are extremely people-oriented and especially good with children. What they are not reliably good with are other dogs. Although there are bullies who love their fellow canines without any special training or socialization, owners are encouraged to expose their young bully puppies to as many good dog experiences as possible.


[image: ]


Many terriers are high-energy little dogs that require attention and exercise.


Not surprisingly, the terriers can be dangerous with small, furry creatures, from cats to rats. With ample socialization and training, however, some can learn to live peaceably, at least with cats. Others are entirely untrustworthy.


Most terriers are passionate diggers and will journey down rabbit holes in pursuit of quarry. Many terriers have met their demise by being caught in a tunnel collapse—terrier fanciers are quick to advise fellow owners to keep a leash on their pets in unfamiliar terrain.


If you want a bold and lively dog, consider a terrier. Although terriers are generally small, they are high-energy dogs with a love of exercise and play. They’re also intelligent and will find something to keep them busy if you don’t. The downside is that some can be snappy and reactive.


Energy Level


After looking at the groups and individual breed descriptions, you should have a fairly good sense of each breed’s energy level and exercise requirements. If you will be adopting a puppy or adult from a shelter or rescue organization, the volunteers or staff members should be able to help you determine an individual dog’s activity needs and at least guess at what a puppy will be like as adult.
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