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Physical Characteristics of the
English Springer Spaniel


(from The American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Impressive without being heavy. Viewed in profile, the head appears approximately the same length as the neck and blends with the body in substance. The cheeks are flat, and the face is well-chiseled under the eyes.


Ears: Long and fairly wide, hanging close to the cheeks with no tendency to stand up or out. Correct ear set is on a level with the eye and not too far back on the skull.


Eyes: Of medium size and oval in shape, set rather well-apart and fairly deep in their sockets. The color of the iris harmonizes with the color of the coat.


Neck: Moderately long, muscular, clean and slightly arched at the crest. It blends gradually and smoothly into sloping shoulders.


Muzzle: Approximately the same length as the skull and one half the width of the skull. Viewed in profile, the toplines of the skull and muzzle lie in approximately parallel planes.


Nose: Fully-pigmented, liver or black in color, depending on the color of the coat. The nostrils are well-opened and broad.


Forequarters: The shoulder blades are flat and fairly close together at the tips, molding smoothly into the contour of the body. Elbows lie close to the body. Forelegs are straight with the same degree of size continuing to the foot. Feet are round or slightly oval. They are compact and well-arched, of medium size.
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Body: Short-coupled, strong and compact. The chest is deep, reaching the level of the elbows, with well-developed forechest. The back is straight, strong and essentially level. Hips are nicely-rounded, blending smoothly into the hind legs. The croup slopes gently to the set of the tail.


Tail: Carried horizontally or slightly elevated and displays a characteristic lively, merry action, particularly when the dog is on game.


Hindquarters: Thighs are broad and muscular. Stifle joints are strong. Hock joints are somewhat rounded, not small and sharp in contour. Rear pasterns are short and strong, with good bone. Feet are the same as in front, except that they are smaller and often more compact.


Coat:. On the body, the outer coat is of medium length, flat or wavy, and is easily distinguishable from the undercoat, which is short, soft and dense.


Color: (1) Black or liver with white markings or predominantly white with black or liver markings; (2) Blue or liver roan; (3) Tricolor: black and white or liver and white with tan markings, usually found on eyebrows, cheeks, inside of ears and under the tail.


Size: Ideal height at the shoulder for dogs is 20 inches; for bitches, it is 19 inches.
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From its ancient beginnings, the English Springer Spaniel has evolved into one of the most well-rounded dog breeds—working dog, champion in all areas of the dog sport and, of course, a favorite among pet owners.
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EARLY SPANIEL HISTORY


Spaniels can be considered among the oldest dogs in history. Their origins go back a very long time. It is very likely that the spaniel got his name from the countries surrounding the Mediterranean where he lived, “namely” Spain. He might also have gotten his name from the Basque word Espana or from the several spaniel-like breeds in France that are called épagneuls. The name spaniel might also be derived from the French s’espagner, which means to crouch.


Proof of the antiquity of the breed can be seen in the first mention of a spaniel in Irish Laws in A.D. 17 in a statement that water spaniels had been given as a tribute to the King. Spaniels also traveled to Wales where they were the treasured dogs of King Howell Dha (Howell the Good). The King’s love for his spaniels went as far as giving them a special mention in one of the country’s laws in A.D. 94: for the price of one spaniel, one could buy a number of goats, women, slaves or geese!
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A working Springer Spaniel from Holland, where the breed is very popular.


In these laws a division of the mammals was made into birds, beasts and dogs. The dogs were subdivided into trackers, greyhounds and spaniels.


The first mention of a spaniel in English literature comes as early as Geoffrey Chaucer (1340–1400) and Gaston de Foix, who died in 1391. Chaucer, the poet of The Canterbury Tales, refers to the spaniel several times (e.g., “for as a Spaynel she wol on him lepe”), which proves that the spaniel was known in England 600 years ago. Gaston de Foix mentions the spaniel in his work Miroir de Phoebus or, as it is also known, Livre de Chasse. Gaston de Foix, a feudal baron who lived in France near the Spanish border, was convinced that Spain was the country of origin of the spaniel. “Another manner of hound there is, called hounds for the hawk, and Spaniels, for their kind came from Spain, notwithstanding that there be many in other countries. Such hounds have many good customs and evil. Also a fair hound for the hawk should have a great head, a great body, and be of fair hue, white or tawny (i.e., pied, speckled, or mottled), for they be fairest and of such hue they be commonly the best.” He then describes them as being “hounds (the word dog was then not used) with a great head and a great, strong body. Their color is red and white of orange roan, but black and white can also be seen. They run and wag their tail and raise or start fowl and wild beasts. Their right craft is the partridge and the quail. They can also be taught to take partridge and quail with the net and they love to swim.”
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The Springer Spaniel likely derived from hunting dogs on the Continent, where they remain popular today.
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The English Water Spaniel, predecessor of the English Springer Spaniel, as illustrated by P. Reinagle, R.A., in The Sportsman’s Cabinet, 1803.


Another early reference to spanyellys occurs in the Boke of St. Albans (1486), also named The Book of Field Sports, written by Dame Juliana Berners, prioress of Sopwell Nunnery, Hertfordshire. It is obviously a school book and it is assumed that the book was written for the use of King Henry IV’s son, Prince Henry, to teach him to read and make him acquainted with the names of the animals and phrases used in venery and field sports. In the book there is frequent mention of spaniels in the royal household. Thus we read that “Robin, the King’s Majesty’s Spaniel Keeper” was paid a certain sum for “hair cloth to rub the Spaniels with.”


THE FIRST SPRINGERS


We find the first mention of springer spaniels in the book Treatise of Englishe Dogges (1570) by the famed dog scholar Dr. Caius (pseudonym for John Keyes). Dr. Caius described the way the dogs were taught to let themselves be caught under the net and classified all sporting dogs under two headings: Venatici, used for the purpose of hunting beasts, and Auscupatorii, used for the hunting of fowl. He subdivided this latter group into land spaniels and “Spaniells which findeth game on the water.” He named this group Hispaniolus. He also was of the opinion that these dogs originated in Spain. He describes them as white with red markings or the rarer solid red or black. The land spaniels were praised for their work of springing game for the hounds and the hawks to chase.


In the days of Henry VIII the many royal banquets required a lot of food, and game was an important part. Game such as partridges, quail and pheasant, rabbits and hares were caught in snares but because of the never-ending demand, a more speedy method of catching the game was needed. This method was found in “netting.” Spaniels were used to drive the birds towards the fowlers who stood ready with their extended nets. Dog and bird were caught under the net. The spaniels that were used for this kind of work were called sitting or setting spaniels, and they are the ancestors of our modern setters.
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No gundog can be a champion without proving his working ability. Illustrated here is the English Springer Spaniel Club at a 1925 field trial at Wootton, near Bedford.


With the invention of the gun, netting disappeared and game was caught by shooting. The setting spaniels were used to find the game and point it, and the springing spaniel flushed the game from the cover so that it could be shot.


In the Sportsman’s Cabinet, written by Nicolas Cox and published in 1803, we find this description of the spaniel: “The race of dogs passing under the denomination of spaniels are of two kinds, one of which is considerably larger than the other, and are known by the appellation of the springing spaniel—as applicable to every kind of game in every country: the smaller is called the cocker or cocking spaniel, as being more adapted to covert and woodcock shooting, to which they are more particularly appropriated and by nature seem designed.” We may assume, therefore, that the Cocker Spaniel derives his name from the woodcock or—as some believe—the cockpheasant.


In the 16th and 17th century, another group of spaniels was recognized: the toy spaniels. Since the toy spaniel in those days was bigger and heavier in build than our modern toy spaniels, it is very likely that there was a relationship among the Blenheim Spaniel, the King Charles Spaniel (English Toy Spaniel) and the hunting spaniels. Moreover, it wasn’t unusual for Blenheim Spaniels to be used in the field.


In the 18th century, the term springing spaniel was gaining ground as a description, not of a particular variety but of the group of gundogs that sprung their game. All land spaniels came under this heading and the varieties we now know as Clumber, Welsh and English Springer, Field, Cocker and Sussex Spaniel were all springing spaniels.
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A working English Springer Spaniel swiftly and eagerly runs to his master to deliver the booty (in this case, a rabbit).
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Rufton Repeater, owned by J. A. Wenger, was considered an excellent specimen of the breed in the 1920s.




In the beginning of the 1800s, the Boughey family of Aqualate in Shropshire developed a distinct strain of spaniel that they bred very carefully and for which they kept a stud book for over a century. After 100 years of selective breeding, an English Springer Spaniel was born in 1903 that was to become famous as Field Trial Champion Velox Powder, owned by C. Eversfield of Denne Springers. Velox Powder traces back to Mop I, the first dog to appear in the Aqualate register in 1812. The Boughey family kept their interest in English Springers until the 1930s.


[image: image]


It is likely that the English Toy Spaniel, considered one of the toy spaniels, is related to the hunting spaniels.


In the late 1800s, there was a great interest for Springer Spaniels because of their outstanding working abilities. The Sandringham Kennels of King Edward VII in Norfolk contained many fine Springers that were known for some time as Norfolk Spaniels. Not only in Norfolk but also in other parts of England, all parti-colored spaniels were known as Norfolk Spaniels until after 1900 when they all became Springer Spaniels.


In those early days Springer Spaniel breeders used other breeds to fix the English Springer Spaniel type. In the very early 1900s, Mr. Phillips bred a Cocker Spaniel bitch to an English Springer to produce the winning Springer Eng. Ch. Rivington Sam. Breeders have also made use of English Setters, Pointers and even a Clumber to improve the bone on the dogs. The story goes that Field Spaniels have been used to improve the English Springer’s heads. Orange-colored puppies from a litter with an English Setter were registered as Welsh Springers. A daughter of the famous Beechgrove Will was registered as a Field Spaniel.


In 1885 the Spaniel Club was founded. The first field trial was held in 1899 on Mr. William Arkwright’s estate in Derbyshire. Mr. James Farrow and Mr. C. A. Phillips were the judges. However, it was not English Springer Spaniel but a Clumber Spaniel, Beechgrove Bee, owned by Mr. F. Winton Smith, who won. A year later it was an English Springer Spaniel by the name of Tring who took the top honors.


In 1902, The Kennel Club recognized the English Springer Spaniel as a specific variety of spaniel and the Spaniel Club drew up the standard for the breed and submitted it to The Kennel Club for approval. It was not long before the first Springers became bench champions. Beechgrove Will of Mr. Winton Smith was the first dog to become a champion and Major Harry Jones’s Fansom was the first bitch to do so. The first English Springer to become Field Trial Champion, in 1913, was Rivington Sam, out of the Cocker bitch Rivington Ribbon and by Spot of Hagley. Sam was the grandsire of Field Trial Champion Rex of Avendale, who features in the pedigrees of many of our modern English Springers.
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The English Cocker Spaniel was classified as a cocking spaniel.
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The Welsh Springer Spaniel is a close relative of the English Springer.


In 1921, the English Springer Spaniel Club was founded and the breed enjoyed increasing popularity. The early pioneers held strongly to the view that the English Springer was basically a working dog and their aim was to breed for working abilities as well as breed conformation.
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The Clumber Spaniel was used in early breeding programs to improve the Springer’s bone.


Many famous breeders and affixes from those early days can be remembered, such as Mr. Winton Smith (Beechgrove); Mr. H. S. Lloyd (Of Ware); the Duke of Hamilton (Avendale); Mr. C. A. Phillips (Rivington); Mr. C. C. Eversfield (Denne) and Lady Portal (Laverstoke).


HISTORY OF THE BREED IN GREAT BRITAIN


Until 1920 the fanciers of the breed were not much interested in showing. They worked their Springers and the only breeders who used to show their Springers were Mr. W. Arkwright and Mr. F. Winton Smith.
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The Sussex Spaniel is another of the springing spaniels.
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A beautiful head study of Foxfield Alpha, owned by R. Bowden. This dog was a huge winner, including Challenge Certificates, in 1932 and 1933.


Still, the breed did well because the Springer was not only a much loved pet but was also very helpful in bringing in rabbit, which was a very important food for many country families between the two wars.


Notable stud dogs in the first two decades of the century were: Eng. Ch. Velox Powder, Eng. Ch. Rivington Sam, Eng. Ch. Rex of Avendale, Eng. Ch. Flint of Avendale, Eng. Ch. Springbok of Ware and Eng. Ch. Denne Duke. Mr. C. A. Phillips’s Rivington dogs were a strong force for a considerable period of time. As late as 1951, Rivington Glensaugh Glean won the Spaniel Championships. His name appears in many pedigrees and he has sired at least eight field trial champions.


Notable breeders in the years between the two wars were: Hon. George Scott (Marmion), Mr. R. Grierson (of Solway), Miss Morland Hooper (Ranscombe) and Mr. H. S. Lloyd (the internationally famous “Wizard of Ware”) who was world famous not only for his Cockers but also for his Springers. Eng. Ch. Springbok, Eng. Ch. Jambok and Eng. Ch. Jamson of Ware were well-known winners and sires. Eng. Ch. Springbok of Ware eventually went to the States.


As with so many breeds and clubs, World War II put an end to all activities. Shows and breeding were restarted after the war, but it took some time before the breeders had attained the pre-war level of quality.
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Regalia, owned by Miss Morland Hooper, retrieves a moorhen. The dog holds the bird very lightly and is very serious about its work.


Although not often shown, Boxer of Bramhope, owned by Mrs. Mary Scott, had a tremendous influence on the breed as a sire; and he features in almost every pedigree. The Bramhope Kennels produced a great number of winners and famous sons of Boxer are Eng. Ch. Alexander of Stubham, Eng. Ch. Peter of Lortonfell and Eng. Ch. Studley Major.


New breeders after the war were Joe Braddon (of Ide) and Andrew and Jimmy Wylie (Pinehawk). The Wylie brothers produced many field trial winners.


In the 1950s, The Kennel Club decided to change the rules for winning the title of champion. Until then a dog could only become a champion if he had won three Challenge Certificates (CCs) and a qualifier in the field. In the ‘50s The Kennel Club decided to introduce the title of Show Champion for a dog that had won three CCs and Champion for the dog that had won three CCs and had also qualified in the field. A Dual Champion is a dog that has obtained the title of Show Champion and Field Trial Champion as well. The number of Springers that have become Dual Champions is few. Among them are Horsford Hetman and his son Thoughtful of Harting as well as Flint of Avendale, who later went to Canada.
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“Lonely?” That was the caption for Sidbrook Ranger, owned by Mr Hebstrip. This photo was taken by Keystone at the 1937 Crufts Dog Show.
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Eng. Ch. Banchory Boy, belonging to the Countess of Howe, offering a retrieved rabbit. Circa 1934.
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A Spaniel painting by Reinagle, circa 1830, shows a Springer Spaniel after having flushed the ducks.


The first dogs to win the new title of Show Champion were Bonaventura of Bramhope, Stokeley Sea Sprite and Sandylands Susanna. Mrs. Hanna Stokeley was especially in favor of mixing show and working lines. In 1958, Eng. Ch. Stokeley Higham Tona was the dam of two field trial winners, Rogue and Scamp, who later went to Italy to Mr. Marco Valcarenghi and became Italian champions. In order to do so they had to win four CCs at shows as well as qualify in the field.


Alexander of Stubham, owned by Mrs. F. Oughtred Till, won 22 CCs, which was a record for those days, and he joined his sire Boxer of Bramhope as one of the leading stud dogs in the breed.


In the ‘60s and ‘70s, competition was very strong and very few new faces were seen in the ring. One of the kennels that dominated the ring was Hawkhill, owned by Judith Hancock. In partnership with Jimmy Cudworth, Judith steered Hawkhill Connaught to a position no English Springer had attained before. He was a top dog in 1972 and 1973. He won over 50 CCs and some 16 Groups. St. Pauli Girl of Moorcliff and Prince Consort of Moorcliff were bred by Hawkhill and owned by Ernest Froggat, who bred winners himself including Eng. Sh. Ch. Moorcliff Dougal and Eng. Sh. Ch. Moorcliff Gamecock, who was the sire of the famous Connaught.
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English Springer Spaniels excel at both field and water work.
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Mompesson Remember Me is the breed record holder in Great Britain with 54 CCs, as well as a qualifier in the field. He is bred and owned by Mrs. F. Jackson.


On the working side, a famous dog is undoubtedly Hales Smut, owned by Arthur Cooke and bred by Mr. Keith Erlandson. He sired at least 13 field trial champions. Mr. Erlandson’s prefix Gwibernant is well known all over Europe.
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A 1928 painting by Reinagle of what appears to be an ancestor of the Springer Spaniel.


Other breeders who certainly deserve a mention are Mrs. O. Hampton (Larkstoke), Mrs. E. Dobson (Tyneview), Mr. and Mrs. D. Miller (Feorlig), Mrs. J. Taylor (Cleavehill), Mr. C. Muirhead (Shipden) and Mr. and Mrs. Woodward (Wadeson).


The dog that caused a pleasant stir was certainly Eng. Sh. Ch. Elimvek Earthbound, who was still a youngster when he won the Gundog Group at the Crufts Dog Show in 1998. He was the top-winning English Springer Spaniel of 1998, closely followed by Eng. Sh. Ch. Wadeson Inspector Wexford, another Group and Best in Show winner.
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Eng. Ch. Dry Toast was a huge winner in the UK during the early 1930s.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Hawkshill Connaught was Top Dog in 1972 and 1973, and the winner of 50 CCs.


Although the aim of the club has always been to support field and show, it was unavoidable that a distinct working-type English Springer Spaniel came into being. There is a tendency in working lines to breed for a smaller and lighter dog whereas the show Springer is heavier in bone and larger. Unfortunately, both the show and working enthusiasts have adopted breeding plans to suit their goals best, be it showing or working, and the difference in type has become such that they have almost made the English Springer into two separate breeds.


THE SPRINGER ON THE CONTINENT


The first spaniel to be registered in the Dutch stud book (number 123) was Wallace, born in January 1889, chestnut brown and white, very likely a British import and considering his color, an English Springer.


A while passed before the next registration, but in 1902 one can find the registration of a litter of Cocker Spaniels of which several later were shown as Springers. Their sire was Rivington Red Coat and their dam Colwyn Rose. Colwyn was the prefix of Mr. Porter in England and several Colwyns have Breasides in their pedigree, both being the prefixes of breeders of Cockers and Springers. We may therefore safely assume that interbreeding between Cockers and Springers took place and that depending on their size the offspring was registered as Cockers, Fields or Springers and maybe even, depending on their color, as Welsh Springer Spaniels.
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Int. Ch. Springbok of Ware went to the United States, where he also became a champion.


In 1925, when the English Springer was surviving but not really thriving, an English Springer by the name of Hick was born. His dam was Shalassa (Ranger of Ranscombe x Grass Bessie) and his sire Cassio Trooper (Ch. Flint of Avendale x Cassion Nixie). Hick was a tri-colored dog, bred by Mrs. A. Pike and owned by Mrs. L. van Herwaarden, who with her husband had started in Cocker Spaniels (Wagtail). Hick won many championship awards in Holland, Germany and Belgium and proved himself in the field as well.
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The top-winning stud dog of 1985 was Eng. Sh. Ch. Chaigmarsh Sudden Impact. His sire, Ardencote Alexander, was also a top-winning stud dog, as well as his offspring, Mompesson Dream Chaser.


After the war in 1947, a dog and a bitch were imported: Horsford Hence and Horsford Tara. Their owner, Mr. J. G. Sillem, took the suffix Van het Watervliet and bred his first litter with these two in 1948. He bred them again in 1951.


An important import was Winch Crocidolite (Rollicker of Ranscombe x Winch Brown Jewel), born in 1953, bred by Mrs. G. G. Crawford and owned in Holland by Mr. T. Plate. In 1956 Winch Crocidolite sired a litter for Mr. Cremer out of the bitch Wilby Stokedoyle Tina. This was the start of the Van Duin en Kruidberg Kennels that was so successful in later years. Mr. Cremer, later in partnership with Mr. and Mrs. Kingma, built a line of work and show Springers and many champions had the Duin en Kruidberg suffix.
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F. Warner Hill’s Eng. Ch. Beauchief Benefactor was an outstanding Springer of the 1930s.


In 1965 Mr. G. Radsma bred his first Van de Springershoek litter. In this litter a puppy was born that was to become very famous as a show dog and sire: Mizar van de Springershoek. He became a champion in 1968, the second Springer to do so. His litter sister Sagitta van de Springershoek followed suit a year later.
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Dutch Ch. Hick was the dominating Springer in Holland in the 1920s.
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English Springers at a championship show in Holland, judged by Mr. Mark Hamer of the UK. (Left) Best Bitch, Dutch Ch. Snugglewood’s Zamara. (Right) Best Dog and Best of Breed, Eastriding Highlander.
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