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Chad Hoover loves to fish. So much so, he has little tolerance for those who don’t. If you start a conversation about fishing with him, make sure you don’t have any pressing issues—it may be a while.


Chad is an active duty Naval Officer stationed in Norfolk, Virginia. Chad grew up hunting and fishing in rural Louisiana and Georgia. He developed a passion for saltwater flats fishing from a kayak while assigned to a Search and Rescue Unit at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas. It was a natural transition from Louisiana’s jon boats, pirogues and canoes.


Chad can regularly be found pursuing saltwater species in secluded coastal flats, marsh creeks, surf zones and near shore structure. Largemouth bass have always been his true passion, however. In his military career he has lived on all three coasts and chased the prominent species in each. Yet the one thing he could always find was a great place to fish for largemouth bass, along with anglers that shared his passion. The complexity of this species and its widespread distribution provide a challenging and rewarding quarry in various ecosystems. For Chad, finding hard-to-reach fish is the most appealing aspect of this type of fishing.


Chad is an accomplished tournament angler and conducts entertaining seminars and fishing clinics throughout the Mid-Atlantic and Southeast. As a member of the Wilderness Systems Kayak Fishing Pro Staff, he primarily fishes from his Ride 135, Tarpon 120 and Tarpon 160. He is also a founding member, former president and board member for the Tidewater Kayak Anglers Association (www.tkaa.org). He is the owner of KayakBassFishing.com, where he shares his passion for the sport and his experience with members of all skill levels.
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When I first wrote KAYAKFISHING: The Revolution, many people felt that the sport was an overhyped fad that would fade. I knew that a kayak was not just another fishing tool. Kayak fishing was destined to become a fully developed, classic sport with a classic form all its own. I knew that designers of new techniques and products would emerge along with teachers who would share the experienced knowledge with the flood of new kayak fishermen who would enter our sport.


In the book, I said that kayak fishermen had a fanatical enthusiasm for the sport and an unusually high interest in sharing information about the sport with new kayak fishermen. I have met and paddled with many of the biggest names in the sport, but I have never met anyone more fanatical about the sport or more enthusiastic about sharing it with new kayak fishermen than Chad Hoover. Chad is in perpetual interaction and communication about this sport with manufacturers, tackle shops, paddle shops, sport shows, conducting seminars and on the Internet.


He has boundless energy and will go anywhere anytime to talk about the sport or fish with anyone. He is extremely versatile and knowledgeable about the basics as well as the subtleties of all aspects of fishing and kayak fishing in particular. He is uniquely qualified to write this book. As our sport evolves and begins to diversify, there will be much specialization, but bass fishing will become a very big part of the sport, and much of the innovation and expansion of skills and products will come from this sector. I predict that this will be a very important book to the sport.


-Ken Daubert





INTRODUCTION


The account of George Washington Perry’s 22-pound 4-ounce world record largemouth bass details a couple of Depression-era poor boys paddling out in a makeshift wooden boat into an otherwise inaccessible Georgia oxbow. Although the story has drawn doubt and scrutiny from many, I’m a believer. My conviction is partly due to several biases—my southern heritage, the story’s occurrence in my home waters, the appeal of the underdog triumph. But mostly it’s because I believe that the guy who caught the benchmark fish was in a small boat that was quietly maneuvered through some secluded, nameless oxbow—not perched on the deck of a logo-emblazoned bass rig in a popular lake where the catch would be expected.


I am not making this parallel for the sake of promoting catching the world record. I am making it to show that not only is the kayak a great way to fish but its effectiveness and viability as a fishing vessel have been demonstrated throughout history by similar paddle-powered craft—by the world record holder himself. I firmly believe that the kayak is the most effective and versatile platform for pursuing trophy bass anywhere, offering virtually unlimited flexibility and access. I believe that state and world records for the major bass species will eventually be challenged or felled by a kayak fisherman.


The reasons to fish from a kayak go far beyond trophy catches, however; far beyond what we can load onto a stringer or what we can garner in accolades from other anglers by adding our name to a list. Most of us fish for the experience. And the kayak offers a fishing experience like no other. It is an enjoyable way to fish if you’re just trying to catch more fish, many fish or just any fish.


A kayak allows you to fish locations where using a powerboat or other craft is either impractical or prohibited. Borrow pits, creeks, oxbows and small ponds in the middle of major developments, suburbs and major cities hold some exciting fishing opportunities. In more accessible fishing waters, driving past a line of angry fishermen at a boat ramp waiting to launch will remind you that your experience is untainted by that frustration and anxiety. The popularity of kayak fishing will only broaden as rising fuel prices, a global recession and increasing environmental regulations force fishermen to consider alternative methods.


Stealth is another oft-quoted advantage of the kayak. But the benefits go far beyond sneaking in undetected. Observing fish up close, behaving naturally, is one of the most beneficial experiences you gain. Watching a baby duck dodging explosions or a small snake slithering across the surface succumb to a violent attack will cause your adrenaline to pump like nothing else. This flip-flop between uncanny silence and surging adrenaline is the primary reason many anglers become addicted, but the experience has a deeper value. Eventually you will come to understand that these events aren’t a fluke. They are simply the sights of a natural food chain that isn’t forced into cautiousness. These are educational experiences that will change your idea of which lure presentations are gimmicks and which you should add to your arsenal. The insights you gain will pay huge dividends and increase your learning curve exponentially.


In the upcoming pages I cover tactics and techniques employed for bass fishing’s big three—largemouth, smallmouth and striper. I prefer to chase trophy largemouth and this is my area of expertise and the object of my obsession. For this reason, I enlisted the help of fellow anglers for the chapters about smallmouth and striped bass.


If you desire to chase true trophies, you have to treat them as a different species. Big bass think, act, eat, and interact differently. You have to commit to fishing for them very differently. Where possible, I point out these differences and help you zero-in on the monsters. If you are a beginning angler, it is difficult to roadmap you directly to a trophy-sized lunker, but the information in this book will help you gain the experience, confidence, patience and competence you need before focusing exclusively on big fish.


In the quest for big fish, there is no substitute for time on the water, experience, and studying. My own thirst for knowledge resembles a mental illness that has cost me friendships, opportunities, financial hardships and most recently, a marriage. When Brad Paisley debuted the country song “I’m Gonna Miss Her,” I immediately identified with the punch line of being willing to come home and find your wife had left while you were fishing. On the other hand, I have also created lifelong friendships, wonderful memories and shared indescribable time on the water with my son and other close friends. Here, I share with you the techniques, ideas, strategies and lessons that I have learned through my own obsessive pursuit.


I don’t intend to imply that I have pioneered or developed any of these tactics alone. I stumbled across a deadly approach to fishing that only served to further my passion for the sport. My most effective techniques come from trial and error, extensive research, continuous critiquing, meticulous fishing logs and fishing with great anglers of all experience levels. I have learned as much from close friends that are recreational anglers as I have from seasoned pros, most likely because they are a little more forthcoming with their knowledge. Knowing that you are always learning and there are no absolutes is the key to continued growth as an angler and contributes directly to your success.


I wrote this book to share this passion and document strategies and considerations to help anglers of every skill level increase their success. I am happy to give up a fishing secret that took me years to develop if it helps you catch fish. It will hopefully increase your enjoyment of the sport and the likelihood that you will stay with it and share it with others.


Give ‘em hell!
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JEFF LITTLE


Jeff is the author of In Pursuit of Trophy Smallmouth Bass: My Life in a Kayak. He resides in New Windsor, Maryland and teaches kayak fishing skills through his business Blue Ridge Kayak Fishing, LLC (www.blueridgekayakfishing.com). His lesson plan uses teaching skills learned through American Canoe Association certification as a Basic River Kayak instructor.


Jeff gained much of his smallmouth knowledge through the Potomac River Smallmouth Club, where he served as president, trip coordinator, and water safety chairman. Articles featuring Jeff’s whitewater kayak fishing for smallmouth have appeared in Bassmaster Magazine, Pennsylvania Boater and Angler, Bassin’ Magazine and several regional outdoor publications. His own articles and photographs have been published in Kayak Angler Magazine, Woods & Waters, The Outdoor Adventurer, The North American Fisherman, The Sportsman and several websites dedicated to smallmouth.


Jeff focuses on harboring rivers, creeks, and reservoirs in Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. His records indicate that he has fished or guided trips on 78 rivers or creeks in the last 10 years. This is mostly because his favorite place to teach is on sections of small rivers or creeks that he has never seen. He insists that this is the most effective way to truly teach the exploration process and says with confidence that new waters rarely disappoint. Jeff is also a member of the St. Croix Rods, HawgHead Baits, Wilderness Systems and Adventure Technologies Pro Staffs.


KEVIN WHITLEY


Kevin Whitley—better known as Kayak Kevin—began paddling in 2001 after leaving the life of a musician. In 2003, his love for adventure and childhood love of maps and saltwater exploration resulted in a spontaneous solo paddle from the Florida side of the Georgia border to his home of Norfolk, Virginia. This was only the beginning as he planned a more challenging expedition and completed an 1,800-mile solo tour from Pensacola, Florida to Norfolk. By paddling 15 to 20 miles a day for four months he dodged deadly storms, curious alligators, frequent shark encounters and sketchy open water crossings. To share his extensive collection of photos, stories and lessons-learned he created the website kayakkevin.com, where he also posts weekly fishing reports and upcoming events.


Virginia recognizes angler accomplishments through the Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament. This program acknowledges trophy catches that reach or exceed minimum length or weight for each species. In addition, they recognize anglers that catch six species exceeding the minimum as “Expert Anglers.” Kevin was the first angler to accomplish this feat solely from a kayak in 2006 and followed that with recognition in 2007.


Kayak Kevin writes a monthly column for The Chesapeake Angler and contributes to many online kayak fishing forums. He is a regular contributor and co-host on the popular “Catchin with Capt Reese” radio fishing show. He has been featured in the Saltwater Sportsman, as well as numerous regional publications. His profile appeared in Kayak Angler magazine and he made significant contributions to Ric Burnley’s The Complete Kayak Fisherman and Cory Routh’s Kayak Fishing: The Complete Guide.
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Gear selection is the most overwhelming part of getting into kayak fishing. Numerous brands, styles and types of boats with specific rigging options are available. To kayak fishing veterans this is a great problem to have. For years, manufacturers did not offer kayaks designed for kayak fishing and therefore kayaks designed for recreational use had to be adapted. Competition has resulted in innovation and extensive new product development.


Because there are already several great books and online sources that cover equipment thoroughly, listed in the reference section in the back of this book, I will concentrate on considerations and techniques that are specifically for bass fishing and different rigging options that you can employ. Most of these techniques and rigging applications are also suitable for inshore saltwater fishing as well.



SELECTING A KAYAK


Today’s enormous selection of fishing kayaks is indicative of the sport’s popularity and growth. It’s really hard to make the wrong decision. Fishing kayaks serve a utilitarian role and perform well in differing environments. But with so many choices, there are several factors that will help you choose the best kayak for bass fishing.


How you fish



First consider the type of fishing you intend to do. If you intend to use your kayak for species other than bass, think about how and where you will be fishing for those species and what type of boat will suit those needs as well.


Also, what types of presentations do you plan to use? For example, flipping or pitching are techniques that require standing and therefore you should limit your selection to wider, more stable kayaks that allow you to stand comfortably. You can’t fish effectively if it is taking every ounce of concentration that you can muster just to stand in the kayak. Choose a model that provides a compromise of stability, comfort and performance and you will enjoy its use and spend more time on the water. Depending on your particular body type, balance and coordination, you may also find other models suitable, but the ones that I would recommend with these features are the Wilderness Systems Ride 135 or the Native Ultimate series. Poling is a very effective technique for increasing your visibility, making longer casts and increasing the stealth of your approach when easing into the backwater.


Where you fish


The type of water you will be fishing is another important determiner of boat type. As a general rule, a long, narrow kayak is better for covering longer distances and a short, wide kayak is more maneuverable and stable. So choose a longer boat for crossing big lakes and bays or heading offshore, and a shorter kayak for rivers, ponds and other small bodies of water.


Mothershipping


If you own a powerboat, a short kayak that can be ferried to your fishing grounds is ideal. The mothership concept allows you to enjoy the best of both worlds. You can kayak into areas that your powerboat can’t get to while using the powerboat to reach to reach isolated areas that are not within paddling distance of public launch sites. With a little work, you can usually find somewhere to launch and reasonably cover most lakes by paddle-power alone, but mothershipping adds some flexibility by combining the run-and-gun technique with the effectiveness of the kayak. The kayak is the quietest trolling motor you will ever find. Tag-teaming with one person in the boat and the other in a kayak is a technique so effective it is unfair to the fish.
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Visit a kayak retailer for assistance in selecting your kayak and for in-depth explanations of features.
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Austin demonstrates the stability of the Wilderness Systems Tarpon 120.


Sit-on-top vs. Sit-inside, Paddle vs. Pedal



You will be presented with the choice of either a traditional sit-inside kayak, SINK, or a sit-on-top kayak with an open cockpit, also called an SOT. While both can be used for bass fishing, I use sit-on-top kayaks exclusively. I believe that they are far superior for fishing applications. The flexibility of rigging, ease of entry and exit, multiple sitting (and standing) positions, minimal skill requirements, safety, and capacity and accessibility of gear storage are the primary reasons. With proper clothing, the sit-on-top can be fished year round in the harshest conditions.


Some manufacturers also offer the choice of a pedal-drive. While this has the appeal of leaving your hands free to fish while you pedal with your feet, I fish extremely shallow water and commonly encounter thick vegetation and submerged cover that are impassable by pedal-drive kayaks. For that reason alone, I choose to paddle and avoid pedaldriven kayaks. I also prefer to have the space usually dedicated to the various drive systems available for mounting accessories such as depth finders, rod holders and GPS units. Pedal driven kayaks offer the advantage of maintaining position in current, having your hands free for casting and using larger muscle groups. Range can be extended through the use of a pedal drive kayak as well, especially when you first begin to fish from a kayak. Try all the models, consider the factors and characteristics that are important to you and buy what will satisfy your needs.
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Hank Parker with a nice bass caught using the Hobie i12S inflatable pedal-driven kayak.


Hybrids



Just when you thought selecting a kayak was complicated enough, the industry has delivered another category to muddy the water. The hybrid is a cross between the sit-on-top kayak and a canoe. It has a lower profile than a canoe to handle better in the wind and provide added stability by adding a pontoon style hull. Unlike a sit-on-top, the hybrid is not self-bailing and therefore has some limitations for open water fishing in rough conditions. The trade off is extra gear capacity, comfortable seating configurations that may be adjusted and increased options for stowage and rigging. Mad River Canoe Synergy and Native Ultimate series are exceptional models in this category, including the Ultimate Propel pedal-driven series.


Electric Power


Bass fisherman are vey familiar with trolling motors and using electric powered craft to fish small bodies of water or propel their bass rigs. I personally do not use an electric trolling motor on my kayaks because I opt for a quieter entrance into the fishing grounds. However, new models offer the ability to easily install trolling motors that are specially designed for kayaks and others can be retrofitted with bracketing systems. The leading kayak in this series is the Ultimate Volt Series from Native Watercraft. These kayaks allow you to opt for a trolling motor by placing the motor in the center of the craft for easy access and controllability. Using this system to increase range in conjunction with poling and paddling once you arrive at your destination is a great option. In certain situations, using a trolling motor can still be stealthy while assisting you in covering water and maintaining position. This is especially true on windy days when the wind helps to mask the noise created by the trolling motor. A potential drawback in this category is the requirement by most states to register any craft once you install a propulsion source that isn’t human powered.
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Ken uses a sit-inside (SINK) to fish on colder days or for larger bodies of water. Notice how Ken keeps a nice bend in the rod – advantage Ken.
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Brian Sheets with a big bass caught using a beautiful hybrid kayak.




There is a new system called the Torqeedo that is probably the best all around option for adding a motor to your kayak. This system weighs less than 15 pounds including the battery, uses an integrated GPS system and software in the throttle system that provides speed, range and remaining charge. The biggest advantage of this system is it may be installed on any kayak and it works in the fixed position or may be connected to the existing rudder system. The unit is completely waterproof and the battery actually floats. Unlike other units, this unit may be used on multiple kayaks by simply installing an additional mounting ball.





Try Before You Buy


Visit a pro shop in your area for assistance in selecting a kayak. Other helpful sources of information include online fishing club websites, product reviews and the literature provided by kayak manufacturers that describe their product line and specifications.


You will save yourself time and money and increase your comfort on the water by investing in a quality kayak from a reputable manufacturer.


Once you’ve narrowed down your selection, make sure you take advantage of demo days or other opportunities to actually paddle the kayak you think is right for you before you buy it. Although hull and cockpit design, length, width, weight and rigging options are all important factors based on the type of fishing you do, it’s always important to consider how the kayak complements your particular body type. You don’t want to end up looking like a gorilla on a tricycle because you bought the smallest kayak available just because it fit in the bed of your truck.
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The author's wife, Elisa, fishes in shallow lily pads with the Torqeedo Ultralight motor lifted to avoid the dense vegetation.


Members of online fishing clubs that have multiple kayaks will usually allow you to demo their boats to help you make your decision. These same websites offer unbiased product reviews as well. Kayak fishermen tend to be eager to help people looking to get started. You may even find a fishing buddy in the process. Buying the right kayak the first time will ensure your comfort and enjoyment of the sport while saving you money in the long run.
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Paddles with ergonomically shaped shafts are also great for one arm sculling to maintain position or reposition while continuing to fish.



PADDLES


“Buy the lightest, most expensive paddle you can afford.” This is a generic phrase often said to prospective kayak fishermen by experienced kayak fishermen. There is some truth in the statement. I could have bought three or four of the more expensive paddles that I use now if I hadn’t “worked my way up” by buying several paddles and only upgrading slightly each time. However, this advice overlooks a few key factors. Make sure the paddle you select can stand up to the type of fishing you will be doing and the type of structure you will be coming in contact with. Sometimes what you are getting when you pay more money is light weight, which is good if you’re paddling long distances, but a less expensive paddle may be as good or better at standing up to abuse, like pushing off rocky bottoms.


The paddle must also complement the width of the kayak you are using. I use the Adventure Technologies Fishstix because it is very durable and lightweight, and also has an ergonomically designed shaft with bent handholds, a performance blade design, and an adjustable ferrule system to allow the paddle length to be adjusted. These paddles also stand up to oyster beds, river rock and any other nasty stuff you will encounter on the water. I recommend paddling with any paddle prior to making a purchase if possible. Your paddle is your motor and you spend a lot of time using it. You will become a one-manpower, two-stroke craft so take the time to select a paddle you will be happy with and it will definitely be worth the investment.
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PFDS



The PFD designed for fishing must incorporate three key ingredients: safety, function, and comfort. The best PFD for you is the one you will actually wear. Selecting a good PFD will allow you to incorporate it into the way you fish and become part of your arsenal and a tool you use just like one of your rods. Having tools like nippers, pliers and a knife integrated into your vest keeps them readily available and helps reduce loss. Pockets designed for fly boxes, soft-plastics, radios and other frequently used items helps keep these items at hand for wading and prevents you from having to dig through your crate or tackle box.


A mesh back with no flotation in the lower back area is an important feature for use in sit-on-top kayaks with high-back seats. This feature also makes the PFD much more comfortable when the weather starts to get hot. Kayak fishing–specific PFDs are available from companies like MTI Adventurewear, Stohlquist, NRS and others.


Try on several vests and consider the climate, type of fishing, weight rating, features and price before you make your selection. An Internet search of the model you intend to purchase and a scan of product reviews can provide valuable information. I use the MTI Adventurewear Dorado because it has ample storage for necessities, a mesh back for year-round comfort, and adjustments for a range of seasonal clothing.
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Chad wearing his well designed MTI Adventurewear Dorado fishing PFD.



ACCESSORIES AND GEAR INSTALLATION


The options available for accessorizing your kayak are unlimited. In fact, that is part of the fun. Visiting your local hardware or marine store will provide numerous options for do-it-yourself kayak fishing accessories. After a while, you will find yourself perusing the shelves looking for something to make a kayak accessory. Some of my children’s toys have fallen victim to cannibalization on occasion because some part of them was “perfect” for a creation I had in the works. Most kayak fishing websites feature rigging sections with pictures of rigged kayaks and how-to sections with in-depth explanations for creating standard kayak fishing options. Visit these sites for options and consider a few before you make the commitment to a particular option. I have included a few tips and the process that I use to install a depth finder, but there are very few absolutes in the process and specific installations that work best vary based on kayak model, style, manufacturer, and especially hull design.
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Vic Sorenson explains proper rod holder installation at Appomattox River Company in Yorktown, Virginia.


Online retailers are available for purchasing products that aren’t available locally and include sections with impartial reviews and how-to installation sections for the products they carry. Rod holders, crates, dry bags, dry boxes, seats, paddle leashes, stakeout poles, anchor and shuttle systems are standard rigging accessories.


Rigging Modifications for Freshwater


Fishing in freshwater requires several rigging modifications that aren’t as critical to success when fishing in more open saltwater environments. These include modifications to rod holder mounting, use of depth finders, and anchor setup and deployment.


I recommend slight modifications in rod holder positioning for freshwater fishing. Because you are more likely to encounter overhanging brush and tree limbs, rod holders should be mounted to allow the rods to angle straight back and stay within the width of the kayak. This allows you to paddle near shorelines and pass close to trees without your rods routinely becoming entangled. Several options are available and it is a matter of personal preference which specific setup you choose.
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The author explains kayak features and accessories to a customer at Wild River Outfitters in Virginia Beach.


Initially, I disliked flush-mount rod holders. They where mounted in an awkward position for most of my fishing. After mounting them myself, I really like the function and the fact that they lower the rods for overhead clearance. They also work very well for accessories like lip grippers, anchors and landing nets. Refer to the installation instructions at the end of this section for an overview.


Anchor shuttles (or trolleys) are beneficial to kayak anglers for several reasons. They help maintain position in current and enable you to effectively present your lure to a specific location by properly positioning the kayak. Additionally, anchoring often prevents spooking the fish by keeping you from drifting too fast or being blown into a shoreline too quickly on windy days. Anchor shuttles can be used in most fishing situations. I recommend using one continuous loop running fore and aft with a stainless steel ring in the middle, nice pulleys to make the system operate smoothly, and placing the anchor line through the stainless steel ring when rigging the system. This serves two purposes: it helps add some friction to the line when the anchor system is engaged and it pulls the anchor trolley away from your kayak while at anchor.


The anchor trolley can be used with an anchor, stakeout pole, drift chute or lip gripper for proper positioning. Using the lip gripper on a lanyard is a great way to hold position by clipping onto existing structure like branches and stick-ups. You simply use your lip gripper to grab hold and then maintain position in places where anchoring is impractical. One such application is anchoring in the bend of a river to fish the backside eddy. The best way to do this is by clipping into an overhanging branch, then running the trolley so that the boat quarters in the current. Use your rudder or stick your foot in the water to get the boat to swing in and out to fish the entire eddy without repositioning.
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The use of one continuous loop passed through the ring keeps the trolley pulled away from the kayak while in use.


Commercially available popular anchor styles include the folding grapple, Bruce and small Danforth anchors. However, drag anchors work very well in thick vegetation and can be made of almost anything. A simple and inexpensive drag anchor can be made from a window weight or by filling a water bottle with cement. Drill a hole through the cap of a water bottle. Pull the rope through and make a knot. Cut the end about three inches long and unravel. Place the rope into the bottle and fill with cement. While you are making one, gather several containers and make a few of different sizes while you have all the materials out. Slide the cap down and tighten. Drill several holes in the top of the water bottle just below the cap, fill with water and shake it up. After the cement hardens the bottle can be cut away and you have a very effective drag anchor. I use a piece of thick rope for the bottom section, then make a loop and attach a large offshore swivel which attaches to a small-diameter main anchor line to reduce storage space, line flutter in current and tangles.


Another option is to use a pole anchor. This can be done in various ways, but the Original StakeOut Pole from CaptDick Enterprises or the Wang Anchor are the most popular models. Whether you use a commercially available product or fashion something in your workshop or garage, this is a very effective and quiet way to anchor in shallow water. The use of a pole also allows you to push yourself through shallow water much more quietly than using your paddle. Combining this technique with other methods of anchoring will add versatility and stealth to your approach and presentations.


A recently introduced anchoring system called the Stinger, allows you to anchor by deploying a pole that will hold in water up to 4’ deep. It is available from Golden Drake Outdoors and offers a quick, easy and functional way to anchor repeatedly in shallow water. This system is ideal for shallow water flats, slow moving river sections, hard or soft bottom and anchoring in thick vegetation without pulling up half the bottom.
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Anchoring options range from commercially available products or adapted from easy to find alternatives.
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Austin is staked out waiting for the tide to switch while fishing for stripers and redfish in an inland tributary.


Depth Finder Installation



“Howdya mount that thang?” This is probably the most popular question asked by newcomers to kayak fishing in regards to depth finders. Opinions abound concerning the best method. I use the following method and it has served me well with little or no problem for many years. Read the entire procedure and prepare all items before beginning installation.


1. Hook up your battery to check your connections and operation before beginning the installation.


2. Choose the location to mount your display unit. Ensure that it is easy to reach and operate from your seated position and doesn’t interfere with your ability to cast. Depending on the design of your mount, it may be necessary to fill recessed areas with foam to create a flush mounting surface. Mark the location of the first hole and drill the hole. Select the drill bit size that is slightly smaller than the mounting hardware being used.


3. After drilling each hole, insert hardware for the hole before drilling the next hole. If you drill all holes and wait until the end, the hardware will likely not fit.


4. If the wires are designed to run through the base, as they do with Humminbird models, remove the base unit and drill a hole slightly larger than the connector on the transducer cord in the middle of the holes. If necessary, draw an X from the existing hardware holes to find the center. Otherwise, choose a location that will allow you to run the cables up through the hull and to the unit in a way that does not interfere with your feet or gear.


5. Use a drill bit slightly larger than the transducer cord and make a channel in the bottom of the base. This will allow the cord to lay underneath the base while covering the hole for the connector and cord without need for an exposed hole.


6. Prepare the location for mounting the transducer by slightly sanding the inside of the hull in the preferred position. I mount it just forward of the scupper tubes in the front of the foot wells. Wipe clean with alcohol.


[image: Illustration]


When attaching your mount, drill the holes one at a time, and insert hardware before you drill the next hole. Notice the recessed area under this mount is filled with foam.


[image: Illustration]


The foam tray you create should be thicker than the transducer, and the cut out should be an inch wider, but the same length as the transducer.


[image: Illustration]


With the transducer pushed into the Lexel sealant filled foam tray, positioned level about ¼ inch from the hull of the kayak, it is then completely covered with sealant.


7. Make a frame to hold the transducer with foam. I use the charcoal-gray closed cell foam used for kayak bulkheads.


8. Trace out the transducer on a piece of foam slightly thicker than the transducer.


9. Use a straight edge and draw a square around the traced-out transducer head. Make it 3 inches wider and longer than the shape of the transducer.


10. Use a sharp fillet knife and cut out the hole for the transducer head. Remove an extra inch on each side of the transducer but make the length the same.


11. Place a bead of Lexel sealant around the outside of the foam tray. Ensure that you only use enough to glue the tray in place and prevent any from oozing into the hole created for the transducer.


12. Glue the tray in place and allow to set before adding the transducer. For curved hulls, use a beach ball or exercise ball to hold in place while drying. Pump up the ball until it is nearly inflated, put in inside over the tray, then pump it the rest of the way until it conforms to the inside of the boat and holds the tray in place, matching it to the curvature of the hull. I leave it for a couple of days to cure.


13. After the tray is set, pump about an inch of sealant into the hole. Allow it to tack up for a few minutes and then slowly wedge the transducer into the hole. The extra sealant should ooze out the sides and over the transducer. Position the transducer to about 1/4-inch from the hull. Mark the transducer with a paint pen before installation to indicate the proper depth. If your foam is much thicker than the transducer, you can do the same thing by marking the foam tray.


14. Apply enough sealant to completely cover the transducer. Lick your index and middle finger and then shape the sealant into a mound and work a little of it around the cord to seal it.


15. Tape the cord to the bottom of the top portion of the hull and allow the sealant to set up for a day or more depending on the temperature.


16. After the transducer sealant cures, use a cable clamp and place all of the cord through it and mount on one of the mounting screws for the base.


17. Mount the base for the display unit after placing a small amount of sealant around the bottom. Ensure the cord is not crimped and then tighten hardware.


18. Use any small sealed 12V battery (like a Wërker from Batteries Plus). Create a battery box that will wedge between the scupper tubes behind the transducer. I use a sealed Pelican box, but any Tupperware container or sandwich box will work. Watertight is preferred, but not really necessary.


19. Connect the battery and go fishing.


[image: Illustration]


The cord is secured on the top side of the hull.


[image: Illustration]


A small, sealed 12V battery is secured in a waterproof Pelican box. A hole is drilled in the side for the wires to pass through, and then sealed with a grommet and Lexel sealant.


Flush Mount Installation



Installing a flush-mount rod holder is very simple and inexpensive. The following steps should help with basic installation.


1. Begin by creating a template for your rod holder. Using a thin piece of cardboard, trace the bottom of the rod holder.


2. Cut an X into the circle and then force the rod holder through until it is flush with the cardboard.


3. Use a knife or razor blade and cut around the bottom of the rod holder base.


4. Trace out the head of the rod holder and hardware location on the opposite side of the cardboard.


5. Tip: Place eye-black or lipstick on the base of your favorite rod. Sit in the kayak and reach back naturally with the rod and pretend to put it in the holder. This will transfer the lipstick or eye-black onto the kayak where you most comfortably and naturally reach.


6. Use your template and center it over the previously created mark. Trace out the shape of the hole onto the kayak with a marker.


7. Use a drill or Dremel cutting tool and cut out the center hole.


8. Place the rod holder through the hole. Using your favorite rod, place it into the holder and angle it to the appropriate angle. Hold in position and mark the forward hardware hole.


9. Drill the forward hardware hole with a drill bit slightly smaller than the hardware.


10. Screw in each piece of hardware after each hole is drilled, before drilling the next hole. Waiting until all holes are drilled will cause alignment problems.
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