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In "The Conception of God," Josiah Royce explores the intricate interplay between religious belief and philosophical inquiry, presenting a compelling argument for a rational conception of the divine. Written in a philosophical style that combines analytic rigor with poetic eloquence, Royce interrogates traditional notions of God, emphasizing the importance of community and loyalty in shaping our understanding of the divine. Situated within the late 19th-century context of American Idealism, the book engages with contemporaries such as William James and Charles Sanders Peirce, offering a distinctive contribution to theological discourse that balances metaphysical speculation with ethical considerations. Josiah Royce, a key figure in American philosophy, was deeply influenced by the struggles of his time, including the challenges of modernity and the quest for community amidst individuality. His background in both philosophy and theology equipped him with the tools necessary to delve into profound questions about existence, faith, and the nature of God. Royce's commitment to a vision of an all-encompassing community reflects his personal ethos and intellectual journey, as he sought to unite individual beliefs within a more significant moral framework. Readers interested in the intersection of philosophy and theology will find "The Conception of God" an enlightening exploration that invites critical reflection. Royce'Äôs unique perspective not only broadens our understanding of God but also encourages a deeper contemplation of our ethical responsibilities to one another in a shared world. This book is essential for anyone seeking to engage with the philosophical underpinnings of religious thought.
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The Science of Psychic Healing (Unabridged) emerges as a profound collection that delves into the intricate tapestry of mental and spiritual rejuvenation. This anthology is rich with themes of metaphysical inquiry and the power of thought, exploring a spectrum of styles from the rigorous to the esoteric. The collection reflects a time when spiritualism and scientific curiosity intertwined, offering readers a window into early 20th-century explorations of the mind and spirit. Each piece shines uniquely, contributing to the broader discourse on how thought and intention can transcend the corporeal, promising both enlightenment and practical insight. At the heart of this collection are the voices of William Walker Atkinson and Yogi Ramacharaka, pioneers whose works have significantly shaped the Western interpretation of Eastern philosophies. Their combined legacies speak to a movement that sought to reconcile scientific principles with spiritual wisdom, birthing a new era of understanding. The anthology harmonizes distinct perspectives, providing a dialogue between Western self-help traditions and Eastern mystic principles, enriching the reader'Äôs journey through an ever-expanding universe of psychic science. The Science of Psychic Healing invites readers to engage with a compendium of transformative insights. Offering a diverse set of perspectives within a single volume, this collection provides an invaluable resource for those seeking to enhance their understanding of the synergies between mind, body, and spirit. As a scholarly exploration and a practical guide, this anthology stands as a testament to the enduring quest for knowledge and empowerment, encouraging readers to navigate its pages for both intellectual growth and spiritual evolution.
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In 'Modern Substitutes for Christianity,' Pearson M'Adam Muir embarks on a critical exploration of contemporary belief systems that have emerged in the wake of traditional Christianity's decline. Through a blend of incisive argumentation and reflective prose, Muir situates these modern ideologies within a broader historical and philosophical context, tackling the psychological, social, and ethical implications of such substitutes. His literary style, characterized by clarity and depth, engages the reader in a thoughtful inquiry into the nature of faith and moral values in the modern age, as well as the spiritual void left by the erosion of religious certainties. Pearson M'Adam Muir, a prominent figure in theological discussions, draws on his extensive background in philosophy and religious studies to critique contemporary thought. His personal journey, marked by an evolution from conventional Christianity towards a more pluralistic understanding, significantly informs his analysis. Muir'Äôs scholarly pursuit reflects his dedication to exploring the intersections of faith, culture, and modernity, making this work both timely and relevant. Readers seeking to comprehend the transformation of spiritual values in the contemporary landscape will find Muir'Äôs exploration both illuminating and provocative. 'Modern Substitutes for Christianity' is highly recommended for anyone interested in theology, philosophy, or the impact of secularism on modern society. It invites deep reflection and fosters dialogue, challenging readers to reconsider their own beliefs in an increasingly complex world.
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Mrs. Humphry Ward's "Robert Elsmere" is a profound exploration of faith and doubt in the late Victorian era, intricately woven into the life of its titular character, a young clergyman grappling with the tensions between religious orthodoxy and emerging modernist thought. The novel's literary style is characterized by its rich prose and psychological depth, frequently employing philosophical discourse that encapsulates the struggles of a society in transition. Set against the backdrop of a Britain grappling with scientific advancements and philosophical questioning, the narrative invites readers to reflect on the nature of belief and the quest for truth. Ward, a prominent novelist and social reformer, was deeply influenced by the intellectual currents of her time, including the rise of Darwinism and the challenges it posed to traditional religious views. Her own experiences with the Church, combined with her advocacy for education and women's rights, imbue "Robert Elsmere" with a critical perspective on societal constructs and the search for personal faith. Ward's intimate knowledge of the spiritual upheaval faced by individuals in Victorian society is masterfully reflected in Elsmere's journey towards self-discovery. I highly recommend "Robert Elsmere" to readers interested in the intersection of faith, philosophy, and literature, as it not only serves as a reflection of the period'Äôs intellectual climate but also resonates with contemporary discussions regarding belief and personal identity. Ward's nuanced character development and gripping narrative invite both scholars and casual readers to engage with the timeless questions of doubt and redemption.
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The Book of Mormon is a sacred text of the Latter-day Saint movement, presenting a narrative that spans ancient American civilizations and their tumultuous journeys of faith. Written in a unique prose style, employing both poetic and narrative elements, the book intertwines theological exposition with historical storytelling. Its themes explore the nature of divine revelation, the consequences of societal moral decay, and the promise of redemption, reflecting the contemporary religious milieu of the early 19th century. Joseph Smith's visionary translation claims to be sourced from golden plates revealed by an angel, setting a distinctive tone of authenticity and divine purpose that invites both belief and scrutiny. Joseph Smith, born in 1805, emerged from a context steeped in revivalist fervor and personal tragedy. His experiences with visions and the translation of sacred texts emerged against the backdrop of the Second Great Awakening, deeply influencing his theological perspectives. His role as a prophet and leader catalyzed the formation of a new religious movement, reflecting his desire to reform spirituality and society during a time of great social upheaval and search for identity in early America. The Book of Mormon is not merely a religious text but a profound exploration of faith, identity, and morality. Readers interested in American religious history, theology, or the complexities of belief systems will find Smith's work a compelling and thought-provoking testament. Its rich narrative and moral dilemmas encourage reflection and dialogue, making it essential for both scholars and lay readers alike.
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The system of religious belief which is generally called Hinduism is, on many accounts, Hinduism deserving of study.eminently deserving of study. If we desire to trace the history of the ancient religions of the widely extended Aryan or Indo-European race, to which we ourselves belong, we shall find in the earlier writings of the Hindus an exhibition of it decidedly more archaic even than that which is presented in the Homeric poems. Then, the growth—the historical development—of Hinduism is not less worthy of attention than its earlier phases. It has endured for upward of three thousand years, no Its antiquity.doubt undergoing very important changes, yet in many things retaining its original spirit. The progress of the system has not been lawless; and it is exceedingly instructive to note the development, and, if possible, explain it.

We are, then, to endeavor to study Hinduism chronologically. Unless he does so almost every man who tries to comprehend it is, at first, overwhelmed with a feeling of utter confusion and bewilderment. Hinduism spreads out before him as a vast river, or even what seems at first




	


"a dark
 Illimitable ocean, without bound,
 Without dimension, where length, breadth, and height,
 And time, and place are lost."











But matters begin to clear up when he begins at The discussion chronological.the beginning, and notes how one thing succeeded another. It may not be possible as yet to trace all the windings of the stream or to show at what precise points in its long course it was joined by such and such a tributary; yet much is known regarding the mighty river which every intelligent man will find it profitable to note and understand.

The Christian ought not to rest satisfied with the vague general idea The Christian's duty in relation to the subject. that Hinduism is a form of heathenism with which he has nothing to do, save to help in destroying it. Let him try to realize the ideas of the Hindu regarding God, and the soul, and sin, and salvation, and heaven, and hell, and the many sore trials of this mortal life. He will then certainly have a much more vivid perception of the divine origin and transcendent importance of his own religion. Farther, he will then extend a helping hand to his Eastern brother with far more of sensibility and tenderness; and in proportion to the measure of his loving sympathy will doubtless be the measure of his success. A yearning heart will accomplish more than the most cogent argument.

In this Tract we confine ourselves to the laying down of great leading facts and principles; The purpose of the Tract.but these will be dwelt upon at sufficient length to give the reader, we trust, an accurate conception of the general character and history of Hinduism. We shall also briefly contrast the system with Christianity.

The history of Hinduism may be divided into three great periods, each embracing, in round numbers, about a thousand years.
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Regarding the earliest form of Hinduism we must The most ancient writings of India.draw our conceptions from the Veda, or, to speak more accurately, the four Vedas. The most important of these is the Rig Veda; and internal evidence proves it to be the most ancient. It contains above a thousand hymns; the earliest of which may date from about the year 1500 B.C. The Hindus, or, as they call themselves, the Aryas, had by that time entered India, and were dwelling in the north-western portion, the Panjab. The hymns, we may say, are racy of the soil. There is no reference to the life led by the people before they crossed the Himalaya Mountains or entered by some of the passes of Afghanistan.

It would be very interesting if we could discover the pre-Vedic form of the religion. Inferentially this may, to some extent, be done by comparing the teachings of the Vedas with those contained in the books of other branches of the great Aryan family—such as the Greeks, the Romans, and, above all, the Iranians (ancient Persians).

The ancient Hindus were a highly gifted, energetic race; civilized to a considerable extent; not nomadic; chiefly shepherds and herdsmen, but also acquainted with agriculture. Commerce was not unknown; the river Indus formed a highway to the Indian Ocean, and at least the Phenicians availed themselves of it from perhaps the seventeenth century B.C., or even earlier.

As soon as we begin to study the hymns of the Veda we are struck by their strongly religious The hymns are strongly religious.character. Tacitly assuming that the book contains the whole of the early literature of India, many writers have expressed themselves in strong terms regarding the primitive Hindus as religious above all other races. But as we They are a selection.read on we become convinced that these poems are a selection, rather than a collection, of the literature; and the conviction grows that the selection has been made by priestly hands for priestly purposes. An acute critic has affirmed Pre-eminently sacerdotal.that the Vedic poems are "pre-eminently sacerdotal, and in no sense popular."1 We can thus explain a pervading characteristic of the book which has taken most readers by surprise. There is a want of simplicity in the Veda. It is often most elaborate, artificial, overrefined—one might even say, affected. How could these be the thoughts, or those the expressions, of the imperfectly civilized shepherds of the Panjab? But if it be only a hymn-book, with its materials arranged for liturgical purposes, the difficulty vanishes.2 We shall accordingly take it for granted Present the religious thought of the ancient Hindus.that the Veda presents only the religious thought of the ancient Hindus—and not the whole of the religious thought, but only that of a very influential portion of the race. With all the qualifications now stated, the Veda must retain a position of high importance for all who study Indian thought and life. The religious stamp which the compilers of the Veda impressed so widely and so deeply has not been obliterated in the course of thirty centuries.

Their religion is Nature-worship. The prevailing aspect of the religion presented in the Vedic hymns may be broadly designated as Nature-worship.
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