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In "Yankee Lawyer: the Autobiography of Ephraim Tutt," Arthur Train masterfully presents a fictionalized narrative that intricately weaves together legal drama and poignant anecdotes from 20th-century American life. Through the voice of Ephraim Tutt, an eccentric yet relatable lawyer, Train explores the complexities of the American legal system while reflecting on broader societal issues such as justice, morality, and the intricacies of human nature. The stylistic approach is marked by sharp wit and keen observation, drawing readers into Tutt's humorous yet often poignant escapades that highlight the spirit of a rapidly evolving society. Arthur Train, a prominent figure in early 20th-century American literature and law, utilized his extensive legal background to inform his writings. Having served as a prosecutor and working closely with the legal community, Train's insights into courtroom dynamics and human character infuse his narrative with authenticity. His personal experiences, coupled with a keen understanding of the societal conventions of his time, undoubtedly influenced his portrayal of Tutt as both a compelling character and a societal commentator. This book is highly recommended for readers seeking both entertainment and enlightenment within the realms of law and society. Train'Äôs captivating storytelling and astute observations make "Yankee Lawyer" not merely an autobiography of a fictional lawyer, but a reflective analysis of American culture, making it a must-read for aspiring lawyers, literature enthusiasts, and anyone fascinated by the intricacies of human behavior.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Tutt and Mr. Tutt



Train, Arthur Cheney

4057664587381

231

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

"Tutt and Mr. Tutt" is a masterful collection of stories that features the intriguing partnership between a cunning attorney, Mr. Tutt, and his equally astute companion, Tutt. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, Train employs a blend of witty dialogue and sharp legal acumen, drawing the reader into the complexities of the justice system. The narrative seamlessly intertwines humor and moral dilemmas, showcasing Train's knack for depicting the legal profession with both reverence and skepticism. His unique literary style is marked by precision and vivid descriptions, offering insights into the societal norms of the time while engaging the reader with compelling courtroom drama. Arthur Cheney Train was an esteemed lawyer and writer whose legal career greatly informed his literature. His deep immersion in the intricacies of law and justice, along with a passion for storytelling, inspired him to create characters that resonate with both absurdity and profundity. Train's experiences in the legal realm help illuminate the ethical tensions at play in his stories, making him an adept chronicler of both human fallibility and the quest for truth. For readers seeking a refreshing take on legal fiction, "Tutt and Mr. Tutt" is an essential addition to their library. Train's keen observations and entertaining storytelling breathe life into the setbacks and triumphs of his characters, enabling a deeper understanding of the law's impact on society. This book not only serves as an engaging narrative but also invites reflection on broader questions of justice and morality. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    Justice is never merely a verdict here; it is a duel between conscience and cleverness staged in the everyday theater of the law. Arthur Train’s Tutt and Mr. Tutt introduces readers to a pair of attorneys whose contrasting temperaments animate a series of urbane, sharply observed courtroom tales. At the center stands the seasoned Mr. Tutt, a wry advocate who navigates statutes, juries, and human foibles with seasoned humanity, matched and sometimes needled by his younger partner, Tutt. Together they form a lens on the legal profession’s capacity for both mischief and mercy, turning disputes of the street and shop into inquiries about fairness, responsibility, and the social bonds that law must serve.

Firmly in the tradition of legal fiction, the book gathers interlinked stories set largely in early twentieth‑century New York, moving from cramped offices and police courts to grander, oak‑paneled rooms where reputations are weighed. The Mr. Tutt stories first reached wide audiences through popular magazines of the period, notably The Saturday Evening Post, before being collected in book form in the late 1910s. This context matters: Train writes for general readers, balancing procedural detail with narrative pace, and situates his characters within a bustling, heterogeneous city whose rhythms—immigration, commerce, political hustle—constantly feed the docket.

The premise is deceptively simple: the firm of Tutt & Tutt takes on a steady stream of cases involving ordinary people, and each episode becomes a test of judgment as much as a contest of rules. Mr. Tutt’s methods rely less on flamboyance than on shrewd timing, close reading of precedent, and a sympathetic understanding of motive, while his junior partner brings an eye for opportunity and office pragmatics. Readers encounter a voice that is genial yet incisive, with quietly comic set pieces, crisp dialogue, and an observational tone that invites one to weigh arguments rather than merely watch them unfold.

Across case after case, Train explores the friction between the letter of the law and equitable outcomes, asking how far advocacy should go in serving a client and where conscience must draw the line. The stories examine class and power—how wealth, status, and officialdom tilt the scales—and celebrate professional craft without romanticizing it. Law becomes both a language and a strategy: it can shield the vulnerable or be wielded by the strong, depending on who controls the narrative. The partnership’s interplay underscores generational attitudes toward business, publicity, and duty, yielding comedy that sharpens, rather than blunts, the ethical questions at stake.

Contemporary readers may find the book strikingly current in its interest in access to justice, the pressures on working lawyers, and the public’s ambivalence toward legal institutions. Its portraits of minor offenses, municipal bureaucracy, and contested credibility anticipate ongoing debates about discretion, proportionality, and the role of counsel in a crowded, imperfect system. By insisting that every file on the desk conceals a human story, Train offers a humane counterpoint to cynicism while acknowledging the temptations that accompany power, expedience, and commercial pressures. It is a work that invites conversation about civic trust and the responsibilities of expertise.

Train wrote from direct professional experience as a former prosecutor, and that background lends the collection an air of procedural authenticity without sacrificing clarity. He is attentive to the little hinges—motions, filings, judicial temperament—on which outcomes can turn, but he is equally attuned to the personalities that animate the courtroom. The Mr. Tutt cycle proved enduringly popular, and the character became one of American fiction’s recognizable lawyer figures of the early twentieth century. Within the tradition of courtroom narratives, the book helped fix expectations for how legal strategy, civic satire, and narrative suspense might productively support one another.

Approached today, Tutt and Mr. Tutt offers an engaging blend of lightness and gravity: brisk, episodic plots that carry moral weight without didacticism. Readers can expect puzzles of language and motive, a bustling social backdrop, and a wise, sometimes playful guide in Mr. Tutt, whose sympathy for the underdog never entirely eclipses his tactical edge. Because the collection is case‑based, it rewards both leisurely sampling and sustained reading, and it remains considerate of suspense by letting resolution rise from character and craft. Above all, it frames the law as a human art—fallible, improvisational, and, at its best, a tool for measured justice.
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    Tutt and Mr. Tutt is a collection of interconnected legal tales set in early twentieth-century New York, following the work of a small, timeworn law firm with an outsized sense of duty. The partners are the worldly, idealistic Mr. Ephraim Tutt, a veteran trial lawyer, and his brisk, business-minded associate known simply as Tutt. Together they navigate criminal and civil matters for an eclectic clientele drawn from the city’s streets and tenements. Each story centers on a single case, moving from intake to courtroom and aftermath, using the law’s rituals to explore character, community, and the tension between strict rules and equitable outcomes.

The opening episodes establish the firm’s shabby office, its loyal staff, and the partners’ complementary temperaments. Tutt prefers quick settlements and tidy fees; Mr. Tutt insists on principle, even when unprofitable. Early cases involve modest stakes—a petty theft, a misunderstanding with the police, a neighborhood dispute—that nevertheless demand careful preparation. Train presents procedural steps—filing papers, securing witnesses, approaching the bench—while highlighting Mr. Tutt’s knack for uncovering overlooked facts. Humor tempers the docket’s pressures, and small victories or close calls show how a lawyer’s craft can redirect a life without fanfare, setting the pattern for larger conflicts to come.

As the practice widens, the stories turn to the vulnerable—immigrants, laborers, and small shopkeepers—entangled in charges outpacing their means. One early highlight follows a foreign-born defendant facing a serious accusation amid public suspicion. Jury selection becomes a battleground where Mr. Tutt tests biases and gently educates prospective jurors. Evidence is contested through precise questions and timely objections rather than grand gestures. The narrative traces each procedural milestone—arraignment, hearings, trial—while withholding a final outcome, focusing instead on the effort required to convert sympathy into admissible proof and to transform abstract rights into practical protections.

Civil litigation broadens the book’s canvas. A disputed will pits technical readings against a testator’s unmistakable intentions, while family tensions ripple through depositions and probate motions. Mr. Tutt’s strategy emphasizes plain meaning and fairness, countering opposing counsel’s reliance on strict formalities or ambiguous clauses. The younger Tutt presses for compromise to avoid costly delays, but the elder partner insists that a tidy deal must still honor the dead and safeguard the living. Courtroom exchanges, letters of administration, and the choreography of exhibits are sketched in clean sequences, illustrating how procedure can either obscure or clarify the true equities of a case.

Commercial conflicts test the firm’s resolve. A landlord-tenant battle over repairs, a contract soured by sharp practice, and a wage claim stemming from a sudden dismissal bring the partners into contact with corporations and managers accustomed to leverage. The stories trace negotiations across conference tables and corridors, with Mr. Tutt holding parties to the obligations of their own words. When talks fail, he converts correspondence and ledgers into a narrative a jury can grasp. Tutt worries over costs and deadlines; Mr. Tutt worries over what a verdict might signal to the neighborhood. The balance between pragmatism and purpose remains a steady theme.

Several cases examine the law of proof. Eyewitness mistakes, the chain of custody, and the weight of circumstantial facts are dissected through careful cross-examination. Mr. Tutt exposes inconsistencies without humiliating honest witnesses, differentiating error from deceit. The district attorney, judges, and police are portrayed as varied individuals—some impatient, some methodical—whose decisions shape what the jury hears. These stories emphasize groundwork: visiting scenes, testing timelines, and reconstructing motives. The narrative shows how a single overlooked detail can shift an entire case, while preserving uncertainty about final rulings to keep attention on process rather than resolution.

Between trials, the book lingers on the firm’s routines: clients shuffling past the reception desk, clerks wrangling files, and a secretary steadying the calendar. Light domestic matters—breach-of-promise suits, neighbor quarrels, even a dispute over a dog—punctuate heavier chapters, offering relief and perspective. The partners’ banter reveals affection beneath disagreements, and their reputation grows as they accept cases others decline. Through these intervals, Train threads the social life of the city—newsboys, boarding houses, and waterfronts—so that each courtroom drama emerges from a recognizable world, reinforcing the idea that law is a public service as much as a profession.

Late in the collection, a high-stakes prosecution gathers the book’s themes. Public clamor weighs on the court, witnesses face pressure, and precedent appears to cut against the defense. The partners divide tasks—Tutt managing logistics and finances, Mr. Tutt building a theory that aligns law with conscience. Voir dire, expert testimony, and a pivotal ruling on admissibility shape the narrative arc. Without revealing the end, the case crystallizes the series’ central conflict: whether technical compliance can be reconciled with substantive justice. The tension drives the proceedings forward, showcasing Mr. Tutt’s patient style under the harshest scrutiny.

The closing chapters return to modest matters, suggesting that the measure of advocacy lies not only in celebrated verdicts but in consistent fairness to unknown clients. Tutt and Mr. Tutt reappear in their familiar office, still arguing about fees, still mentoring the worried and the wronged. The book’s message emerges through accumulation rather than declaration: the law’s purpose is to protect human dignity, and the advocate’s role is to insist upon that purpose even when inconvenient. By following cases from intake to outcome without melodrama or editorializing, Train offers a portrait of justice as daily work, sustained by patience and principle.
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    Set principally in New York City between roughly 1900 and the early 1920s, Tutt and Mr. Tutt inhabits courtrooms, precinct houses, and tenement districts shaped by the Progressive Era. Proceedings unfold in and around the old Criminal Courts Building at Centre Street and the Tombs, the Jefferson Market courthouse, and the bustling Magistrates’ Courts that processed the city’s daily frictions. The metropolis—consolidated into Greater New York in 1898—was swollen with new arrivals, mass transit, and emerging skyscrapers, yet still governed by old patronage networks. Published in 1919, Arthur Train’s stories reflect a legal world he knew first-hand as a New York County assistant district attorney from 1905 to 1909.

The series mirrors the Progressive Era’s collision of reform and machine politics in Manhattan’s legal system. Tammany Hall still mediated justice through patronage even as reformers pressed for professionalization. William Travers Jerome, New York County district attorney (1902–1909), led headline prosecutions against vice and gambling, while Arthur Train served under him as assistant DA (1905–1909), gaining granular knowledge of plea bargains, perjury, and police shortcuts. The city created specialized venues—the Night Court (1907) for summary arraignments, a Women’s Night Court (1910) at Jefferson Market, and the three-judge Court of Special Sessions handling misdemeanors without juries—structures that expedited cases but often abridged defendants’ leverage. Scientific policing advanced: New York State prisons adopted fingerprinting in 1903; the NYPD followed in 1904, edging out Bertillon measurements and bolstering identification evidence. The American Bar Association’s Canons of Professional Ethics (1908) sought to standardize lawyer conduct, even as day-to-day practice remained shaped by local custom and political influence. Corruption scandals underscored the stakes, notably the 1912–1915 prosecutions of NYPD Lieutenant Charles Becker for orchestrating the murder of gambler Herman Rosenthal—an episode that exposed compromised informants and sensationalized trials. Earlier reform cycles, from the Lexow Committee (1894) to Jerome’s crusades, had curbed some police graft, but patronage endured in clerkships, bail bonds, and case routing. In Train’s fiction, Mr. Tutt maneuvers inside this hybrid order, defending indigent and immigrant clients against overcharging prosecutors, coercive interrogations, and technical irregularities. The stories repeatedly depict legal “technicalities” not as cynical tricks but as hard-won procedural safeguards born of exactly these historical abuses—echoing Progressive anxieties about concentrated power while distrusting any reform that sacrifices individual rights to bureaucratic efficiency.

The book also reflects the era’s massive immigration to New York. Ellis Island processed peak numbers in 1907, admitting more than 1.2 million newcomers, many settling in the Lower East Side and Little Italy. Federal policies grew restrictive: the Chinese Exclusion laws (1882, extended 1902) set precedents for exclusion; the Immigration Act of 1917 imposed literacy tests and an Asiatic barred zone; and the Emergency Quota Act (1921) began numerical caps later tightened by Johnson–Reed (1924). Deportation hearings and public-charge rules threatened the poor and the sick. Train’s cases often place Mr. Tutt between community realities and federal statutes, dramatizing how due process frayed at the edges of immigration enforcement.

Industrial New York’s labor conflict forms another historical backdrop. Garment work defined lower Manhattan’s economy; the “Uprising of the 20,000” (1909) saw mostly immigrant women strike for shorter hours and safer shops, while the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire (25 March 1911) killed 146 workers and spurred the New York Factory Investigating Commission (1911–1915). Led by Al Smith and Robert F. Wagner Sr., the commission produced landmark safety codes (1912–1914) on exits, sprinklers, and hours. Unionization, picketing ordinances, and anti-syndicalism laws collided in courts. Mr. Tutt’s sympathetic portrayals of working-class defendants echo these struggles, questioning how vagrancy, conspiracy, or nuisance charges could police labor as much as crime.

Prohibition reshaped policing and criminal practice just as the first Mr. Tutt stories appeared. The Eighteenth Amendment was ratified on 16 January 1919; the Volstead Act (October 1919) defined enforcement, and national prohibition began in January 1920. New York enacted the Mullan–Gage Act (1921) but repealed it in 1923 under Governor Al Smith, reflecting urban resistance. Speakeasies, bootlegging, and federal-state jurisdictional friction encouraged entrapment, perjury, and payoff schemes. Raids often hinged on thin probable cause and unreliable informants. Train’s courtroom vignettes repeatedly probe the evidentiary frailties and overcriminalization of ordinary conduct, casting Mr. Tutt as a defender against punitive moral legislation and opportunistic policing.

World War I and its aftermath produced a civil-liberties crucible that the stories implicitly address. Congress passed the Espionage Act (1917) and Sedition Act (1918), under which prosecutions culminated in Supreme Court decisions such as Schenck v. United States (1919) and Abrams v. United States (1919). The Red Scare peaked with the Palmer Raids (1919–1920), coordinated by Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer and J. Edgar Hoover, sweeping up radicals in New York and other cities. These measures normalized broad surveillance and coercive interrogation. Train’s legal dramas, emphasizing jury independence and strict proof, reflect skepticism toward state power in periods of patriotic fervor, modeling defense strategies for unpopular defendants.

Gender, morality laws, and urban regulation also shape the milieu. New York women won state suffrage in 1917, preceding the Nineteenth Amendment (1920), yet women could not serve on New York juries until 1937, leaving all-male panels to judge female defendants. The Women’s Night Court (opened 1910) at Jefferson Market specialized in prostitution and “waywardness” cases, while Comstock-era obscenity statutes (1873) and broad vagrancy laws policed sexuality. Reformers and vice societies clashed with civil libertarians over entrapment and rehabilitation. Mr. Tutt’s interventions in such cases question the fairness of summary proceedings, spotlighting how poverty and gender shaped who entered the dock and how the law treated them.

As social and political critique, the book portrays law as a human institution vulnerable to class bias, nativism, and bureaucratic zeal. Its wry tone exposes coercive plea bargaining, the unequal leverage of bail and bondsmen, and the moralism embedded in Prohibition and vice codes. By pitting Mr. Tutt against overreaching prosecutors, partisan police, and hurried courts, Train indicts a system that often mistakes efficiency for justice. Immigrant defendants, workers, and women bear disproportionate burdens, while machine politics and sensational trials distort outcomes. The stories advance a Progressive skepticism: legal reforms are necessary, but only when they strengthen procedural rights and restrain the state’s most punitive impulses.
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