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INTRODUCTION


FIVE DREAMS: ONE DIRECTION







‘I wake up so many mornings feeling so lucky and so grateful to be where we are.’


– Harry





Love it or loathe it, The X Factor has given countless hopefuls the chance to stand in front of a panel of judges and reveal their talents – or lack thereof. Once upon a time the only hope an unknown singer had of getting a recording contract was to send off a professionally made demo to record companies – often at great personal expense – and pray that one of the A&R departments might actually give it a listen rather than use it as a doorstop. And again, love him or loathe him, it’s thanks to Simon Cowell that the power has been taken away from the record companies and given back to the aspiring artist. Because while not everyone will make it to the televised stages of the competition, each and every applicant is assured of a three-minute shot at the title – regardless of whether they’ve been educated at prestigious theatre schools, singing for their supper in clubland, or have yet to sing anywhere outside of their bedroom or bathroom with a hairbrush serving as a microphone.


However, where the X Factor format differs from how a record company would treat any newly-signed act is that, while a record company would groom and nurture the artist, gaining them gradual exposure through press interviews and various TV shows, the more talented of the X Factor hopefuls go straight from auditioning in a nondescript room in front of Simon and the rest of that year’s judging panel, to singing in front of a highly-charged studio audience within a matter of weeks, during which time, of course, the minutiae of their lives will have been painstakingly dissected by the media.


The majority of those who apply to The X Factor will have undoubtedly watched the previous series and cheered on their respective favourites, all the while believing that they could do better. But, of course, watching from the safety of one’s armchair isn’t quite the same as walking out onto a stage – especially The X Factor’s glitzy, gladiatorial Live Show stage. Comparing the X Factor studio to the amphitheatres of Ancient Rome may seem extreme, but the analogy isn’t all that far-fetched, because while the finalists don’t actually physically compete against each other, they are expected to cope with incredibly stressful televised trials and tribulations, during which time some will lose the fight to conquer their nerves.


Then, having given their all, they have to stand on stage – with the cameras flitting from face to face – as the show’s host, Dermot O’Leary, lingers over announcing which acts are going through to next week’s show, cranking up the tension levels to the max. And for those acts with the fewest votes, who then have to go head-to-head in the show’s ‘Final Showdown’, it really must seem like a matter of life and death.




‘The reason why the fans are so dedicated is because I think they feel like they can really relate to us, like we’re the kind of boys that you go to school with – and we are.’


– Harry





Some critics, of course, will argue that The X Factor is far more concerned with weekly viewing figures, and claiming the Christmas Number One, than it is with taking care of the eventual winner. Yet, while previous winners have enjoyed varying degrees of success, there’s never a shortage of aspiring contestants all anxious to step up to plate, because while it may be a well-worn cliché, hope springs eternal for those who dare to dream.


And oh, how the dream came true for five young hopefuls who entered the 2010 series of The X Factor as random individuals, and left it together, ready to forge a path as One Direction.


As the world now knows, despite the quintet falling at the final hurdle, Simon Cowell was waiting in the wings to pick them up again and launch them into the stratosphere, but if you thought you knew everything there was to know about Niall, Zayn, Liam, Louis and Harry, then think again …
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CHAPTER ONE


JOKER IN THE PACK







Louis William Tomlinson


Place of Birth: Doncaster, South Yorkshire


Date of Birth: 24 December 1991


Star Sign: Capricorn







‘I talked a lot from a really young age. I’ve always been a little bit gobby and not lacking in confidence. Apparently I used to sit in my pushchair and talk to random people and get annoyed when they wouldn’t reply. I wasn’t a shy boy.’





If – as X Factor judge Louis Walsh has claimed – One Direction are the new Take That, then his being the self-confessed joker in the pack makes Louis the Robbie Williams of the band. However, whereas Robbie’s green-eyed envy over Gary Barlow receiving more of the spotlight ultimately led to him quitting the band to go it alone, Louis doesn’t appear to have a jealous bone in his body, and is totally committed to the One Direction cause. His being a couple of years older than the other boys also allows him to act as their unspoken leader.


While Louis’s being born close to Christmas certainly made it a holiday season to remember for his doting parents, Mark and Johannah, it can prove a double-edged sword for most kids, for while they enjoy two bumper paydays in quick succession, the general consensus is that they receive fewer presents than they might have had they been born at any other time of year. Louis, however, looked upon this happenstance as an opportunity to have a full year to focus on what presents he really wanted. And like many boys his age he was fascinated with all things Power Rangers – or Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, as the Super Sentai cartoon characters were originally known. He even admits having actually wanted to be a Power Ranger at one point.


Having watched the latest weekly instalment, he would use his ever-growing collection of Power Rangers action figures to re-enact the show’s plotline. ‘I was obsessed with Power Rangers,’ he revealed in Dare To Dream. ‘Whenever I was asked what I wanted for Christmas or my birthday I always chose a new Power Rangers toy. The Red Ranger was my favourite. When I met Zayn, I discovered he was mad about them too, and we used to swap notes.’


As Mark and Johannah’s family gradually grew, and Louis gained four younger siblings – Charlotte, Félicité, and twins, Daisy and Phoebe – all of them girls, these colour-coded, space-age action men served as a male bastion to protect him from their giggling, girly ways. For though his dad helped to even up the numbers within the Tomlinson household – at least until his parents’ separation in 2011 – the pair were at a serious disadvantage. ‘When I was growing up there were five women running around [the house], so dad and I had to stick together,’ he later joked. ‘I suppose in some ways it did teach me about women. I’m certainly not intimidated by them – because I’m used to them.’




‘I remember one of my teachers saying to me once, when I was fifteen, “I can tell by your personality that you’re going to go on to do big things.”’


– Louis





Back when Louis was four, before his sisters had entered the picture, his parents relocated to Poole in Dorset, and while being uprooted from his familiar surroundings at such an early age would have no doubt proved daunting, living by the sea more than made up for the disruption – the Power Rangers rides in the seaside town’s amusement arcades proving the greatest distraction of all. ‘What young lad wouldn’t love living by the sea and being surrounded by amusements?’ he subsequently reflected. ‘There was always a lot going on and it was a perfect place for a young kid to be.’


But just as Louis – or ‘Boo Bear’, to give him his childhood nickname – was beginning to find his feet and make friends at primary school, his mum fell pregnant with his eldest sister, Charlotte, and they elected to return to Doncaster and set up home in the village of Bessacarr. ‘I was about six [when Charlotte was born] and I burst into tears because I was so overwhelmed with the whole experience,’ he later revealed. ‘I was incredibly happy, but I’d been an only child up until then so it was probably a shock to me. It’s great having that many siblings [and] all my sisters are amazing, but I would have liked another boy in the house.’


Louis has since revealed how growing up with four younger siblings – regardless of their sex – instilled a yearning in him for a little boy of his own, and that Harry and the other band members constantly tease him over his broodiness. ‘I definitely, definitely want kids of my own one day, [and] there is a slight possibility that I might end up with around fifteen to twenty kids if I don’t have a son straight away – something to be aware of, I guess, for anyone thinking of marrying me.’
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With his dad out at work, and baby Charlotte taking up much of his mum’s time, each day after school Louis would be picked up by his devoted grandma, Edna, who’d take him to the park if the weather permitted before taking him back to her house, where granddad Len would be waiting, more often than not with an ice-cream. Indeed, such was Louis’s relationship with his grandparents that he spent as much time at their house as he did his own. Sadly, however, while Edna was a huge fan of The X Factor, she didn’t live to see Louis’s subsequent success on the show.


 


Unlike the vast majority of his peers, Louis has said that he not only enjoyed his time at school, but actually misses it: ‘It was more of a social thing, and I was the one trying to make people laugh,’ he says in One Direction: Forever Young. ‘The teachers either really didn’t like me or got on with me. I remember one of my RE teachers saying to me once, when I was fifteen, “I can tell by your personality that you’re going to go on to do big things.” I went back to Doncaster recently and went to see his [the RE teacher’s] class and say hello, and he reminded me of it.’


Indeed, such was his enjoyment that he also took great interest in which secondary school he’d be attending, as he subsequently explained: ‘There were two schools in my local area, and the one I really wanted to go to was called Hayfield. I didn’t get in, though, and ended up going to another school called Hall Cross. It was fine there but I never really settled, and although I made a couple of really good friends, I just wasn’t very happy.’
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Imagine his parents’ consternation, then, when Louis pulled a face when he was subsequently offered a place at Hayfield. ‘That was quite hard because I was now thirteen and everyone else had been there for quite a while and they all knew each other,’ Louis explained. ‘I was the new kid, so the first few weeks getting to know everyone were tough.’


Fortunately for Mark and Johannah, their pernickety son eventually found his feet. So much so that he now admits to being glad he made the move, as Hayfield was the setting for some of his happiest childhood memories. However, many of these memorable experiences occurred outside of the classroom. ‘I remember lots of stories from the parties I went to during sixth form, some of which were pretty crazy,’ he confessed in Dare To Dream. ‘One party, I’d had a few drinks and I missed my lift home and needed a place to stay so the obvious solution was to walk to the airport with my friends and sleep there.’


Waking up at the airport with a hangover, however, was the least of Louis’s problems, as his party lifestyle meant that, while he passed eight out of the eleven GCSEs he sat, he ended up failing the first year of his A-levels. Hayfield’s strict policy meant he wouldn’t be able re-sit them, and as a result of his errant ways he had to return to Hall Cross and start his A-levels from scratch. At Hayfield he’d been studying Psychology, English Literature, PE and IT, but ended up dropping English Lit at Hall Cross because, by his own admission, things were getting a bit too much. He would subsequently admit to having lost interest in his A-levels simply because he’s unable to put his mind to something if his heart isn’t in it.


‘It was a blow to me, but thankfully I was seventeen and happy to make new friends. Even though I felt a bit of an idiot because I was a year older than everyone else,’ he said of his experience. ‘I soon felt like I fitted in. Also, I was the only one in my year who could drive, which was quite a nice position to be in as it meant I could ferry people around. It was great being able to drive everyone around in my 1.2 Clio. It had alloy wheels and central locking and was my pride and joy. It was really my Nan’s car, but it kind of ended up being mine because she never used it.’
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Needless to say, while Louis enjoyed partying with his pals, when it came to donning his chauffeur’s cap he much preferred escorting girls. ‘I won’t lie, I was a bit of a flirt at school and I always liked girls’ company,’ he subsequently admitted. ‘I really liked this girl called Beth, and we were friends for about six months, then we started seeing each other when I was about fifteen. We stayed together for two years and two months and we got on so well, it was really nice. Later on it all started to get a bit too intense for that age, so we split up.’


While it’s fair to say that Beth is very happy to have dated one of the most famous young men ever to hail from Doncaster, one cannot help but wonder how many of the girls who were in Louis’s class falsely brag about how they once enjoyed a snog with him behind the bike sheds, or a smooch at one of the school discos. Of course, back when he was plain Louis Tomlinson no one was really interested in his thoughts about the opposite sex, but in a candid interview with Teen Now magazine back in April 2011, he revealed that while he could be a ‘bit of a joker’, he was also something of a romantic at heart. However, he is careful to keep things on a certain level. ‘You have to get the banter in there, too,’ he said, ‘otherwise you scare the girl away.’
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If the girl in question wasn’t scared away by his unique choice of attire, of course – ‘I’d probably wear purple chinos, they sound disgusting but they look cool, and a polo or T-shirt and a cardigan.’ His being old-fashioned meant they needn’t worry if they came out without their purse, and when asked if he would take the girl’s number at the end of the evening, Louis tactfully replied: ‘Of course, although it would depend on how the date goes. If it wasn’t a great date, I might let her down slowly – I hate guys who ignore girls.’


And for those curious to know what boxes a prospective girlfriend might have to tick to get up close and personal? ‘Someone who is loyal and has a sense of humour, and is kind-hearted, too. Oh, and if they’re tidy, that would be good, because I’m not!’


It was at Hayfield that Louis took his first excursion into music when he accepted his friends’ invitation to join their band, The Rogue, as singer – even though they’d never heard him sing! ‘We used to practice once a week even though we didn’t have any gigs, and we used to play a lot of Green Day and think we were rock’n’roll. At the end of every term we used to perform a song for our year group. I really enjoyed performing and yet I never had the courage to do a whole school assembly because I was intimidated, so it’s weird to think that I’ve ended up performing on stage in front of thousands.’


After eighteen months or so, The Rogue decided they wanted to try another singer, but Louis was far from disheartened as his best friend Stan, who was the guitarist in the band, left with him – they even took the band name with them. ‘We used to do acoustic gigs, but it was more for fun than anything, and we never expected to make it big,’ Louis says today. ‘I just loved the feeling of performing to an audience.’


Louis’s artistic talents weren’t solely restricted to his singing in a school band, however, for when Daisy and Phoebe – who were getting occasional bits of work as television extras on account of their being identical twins – were invited to appear in the ITV series Fat Friends, their big brother landed himself a walk-on part. (Of course, the next time Daisy and Phoebe were in the spotlight with Louis came when he made a surprise visit to Doncaster in the week leading up to The X Factor semi-final and called in at his old school, Willow Primary, where the girls were enrolled. And the previous week the six-year-olds had been granted special permission by the show’s producers and allowed into the studio to watch Louis when One Direction performed ‘Summer Of ’69’ and ‘You Are So Beautiful’ on Rock Week, when the show’s contestants performed guitar-driven anthems.)




‘I remember lots of stories from the parties I went to during sixth form, some of which were pretty crazy.’


– Louis





Now that he’d been bitten by the acting bug, Louis started attending an acting school, got himself an agent, and landed similar ‘blink-and-you’ll-miss-him’ roles in the 2006 ITV film If I Had You, and BBC One’s long-running, gritty school drama, Waterloo Road. However, the highlight of Louis’s acting career to date undoubtedly came at Hall Cross when the school was staging Grease – which also, of course, happens to be his favourite film – as that year’s Christmas musical, and he landed the role of Danny Zuko. It was the first musical he’d auditioned for, so to land the lead male role was especially pleasing. So much so, that he’s subsequently posted a couple of video clips from the play – of him performing ‘Summer Nights’ and ‘Alone At The Drive-In Movie’ – on YouTube.


‘That was on the same day that that I had an interview for a Christmas job at Toys R Us. My mum picked me up from my interview to make sure I went to the audition because she knew I was in two minds about it,’ Louis explained. ‘Luckily it went well and I was so happy when I was told I’d got the role of Danny. I still get emotional when I watch the video back because it was such a special time for me. I felt proud of landing the lead and I put everything into it.’ The chills were indeed electrifying. So much so, in fact, that Louis says a career in acting is something he will ‘definitely think about pursuing later on’. Directioners can breathe easy, however, because he currently has only one thing on his mind: ‘For now it’s all about the band. I won’t stop until we’re absolutely massive.’


Needless to say, mum Johannah was in the audience to watch Louis strut his T-bird stuff in the school play – little realising that the next time she’d be watching her boy on stage would be a far grander occasion. Indeed, when the media began taking an interest in One Direction following the opening live show, a bewildered Johannah told her local Doncaster newspaper, The Star, how she’d seen her only boy go from performing in front of 200 parents to performing in front of an estimated television audience of 14.8 million in less than twelve months.


Having told the paper how much she and the rest of the family were missing Louis while he was away on The X Factor, she went on to reveal her emotions upon seeing Louis on the opening live show: ‘It was brilliant – I could hardly remember the performance. We watched a recording of it again when we got home and that was easier to take in because we weren’t nervous then because it wasn’t live.’


When Louis wasn’t going in front of the microphone or the camera, he could be found manning the till at Doncaster Rovers FC’s Keepmoat Stadium, which by his own admission had more to do with the free food than what was happening out on the pitch. Another double-bonus job came when he found work at the local Vue Cinema, as in essence he got paid while watching all the new films for free. He’d initially been placed on three months’ probation, but owing to his fondness for partying with his mates – and his subsequent tendency to call in sick – three months had to be extended to seven and a half months. ‘I think they [the Vue’s management] quite liked me and probably wanted to keep me on, but they wouldn’t commit to giving me a full-time job,’ he said. ‘In the end, it was actually The X Factor that ended the job for me. When I first applied for the show I had an audition on a day when I was supposed to be working, so I got a friend to cover for me. He forgot and didn’t turn up – but it was my responsibility. It was the last straw and I got the boot.’


The audition Louis is referring to was for the 2009 series of The X Factor. In hindsight, he’d have been better off turning up for work at the cinema as he fell at the first hurdle. However, rather than slink away and forget his dreams of becoming a pop star, Louis simply knuckled down and spent the intervening twelve months taking singing lessons and brushing up on his technique. By his own admission, all he wanted was to get through to the Judges’ Houses stage, to be told whether he was any good or not. ‘I wanted to have that experience so I could say I’d done it and not always wonder what it would have been like,’ he explained. ‘I thought about it all the time, so when I got the letter inviting me to auditions I was so happy.’


However, though he was ecstatic at being given a second shot, he purposely chose to keep his intentions about going for X Factor glory again a guarded secret because it was all about proving his worth as a singer to himself. It’s fair to say that he also kept his cards close to his chest in order to avoid having his confidence knocked by the more fair-weathered of his friends, who’d enjoyed hearing of his failure the first time round and would have relished a repeat performance. For despite his steely determination to succeed, the thought of having to trudge home a second time with his tail between his legs and have his ambitions ridiculed once again inevitably chipped away at his already fraying nerves.




‘I won’t lie, I was a bit of a flirt at school and I always liked girls’ company.’


– Louis
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‘I wanted to have that experience so I could say I’d done it and not always wonder what it would have been like. I thought about it all the time, so when I got the letter inviting me to auditions I was so happy.’


– Louis





‘I waited quite a while in the holding room, [and] then my number was called. Just before you go on stage this guy counts you down and it’s like, “Three, two, one – on you go!”’ he explained. ‘As soon as I saw the audience and the judges, the adrenaline kicked in and my mouth went dry.’


His fraying nerves weren’t helped when Simon called a halt midway through his rendition of Scouting For Girls’ ‘Elvis Ain’t Dead’ and asked him to sing something else. Thankfully, Simon was rather more impressed with his second song choice – ‘Hey There Delilah’ by the Plain White T’s. Louis also got the thumbs up from Louis Walsh and guest judge Nicole Scherzinger, but all three felt the need to tell him they were concerned about his confidence. However, it wasn’t a lack of confidence that had marred his performance, but rather his lack of sleep, as he’d only managed to grab a couple of hours of shut-eye in the car en route to the Manchester MEN Arena, where the auditions were being staged. Needless to say, he made sure he got a good night’s rest before heading down to London for the nerve-shredding second stage of The X Factor – the culling process that is Bootcamp – at the end of July.


As with every other year the Bootcamp process was staged at Wembley Arena. But if Louis was under any illusion that getting three yeses from the judges back in Manchester was going to curry any favour here, then said illusions were instantly dispelled by Louis Walsh, who told the assembled hopefuls that show business is tough, and that to survive in show business they would need to be equally tough. ‘It was all a bit scary,’ he later revealed. ‘Suddenly everything seemed so real and we all had to fight to prove that we deserved to be there and get through to the Judges’ Houses. I’d been having so much fun with the excitement of it all, but now there was everything to sing for.’


Despite the experience being somewhat overwhelming, Louis said that he still had the wherewithal to recognise what was going on around him: ‘When I got to Bootcamp I could tell that some people were already trying to play the game, but I don’t actually remember that many of the finalists apart from Zayn and Aiden [Grimshaw], because I [made] friends with them. There was a massive hype about Cher [Lloyd] even then, and even though I didn’t speak to them much I remembered Harry and Liam well, because I saw them and thought, “You are definitely getting through.”’


The first day of Bootcamp was taken up by Simon Cowell and Louis Walsh splitting the 211 acts into their respective categories: Boys, Girls, Groups, and Over-25s. As their fellow judges were absent – Dannii Minogue was on maternity leave, and Cheryl Cole was still recovering from malaria following her recent visit to Tasmania – the show’s producers had decided against having the acts perform in front of a live studio audience. This would prove something of a double-edged sword for the contestants, because while performing in front of a live audience would have proved daunting to all but the most fearless, winning over the audience would significantly improve one’s chances of swaying the judges.


Aside from befriending Zayn and Aiden, Louis got pally with another hopeful called John Adams, with whom he spent much of his spare time rehearsing: ‘We knew we didn’t have the strongest voices of all the people there,’ he admitted. ‘But we didn’t want to come out of the competition thinking, “What if I had rehearsed a bit more?”’


Having received vocal coaching from Savan Kotecha, Louis was asked to perform Michael Jackson’s 1988 US Number One ‘Man In The Mirror’ (as were Zayn, Niall, Liam and Harry). At the end of that first day, Cowell and Walsh then went about paring down the acts to 108, and what a feeling it must have been for Louis – and indeed for all five boys – when he was given the nod to say that he’d done enough. Day Two, of course, was far more relaxed simply because, while the 27 acts in each category were shown the dance moves to their respective song by the show’s creative director, Brian Friedman, the culling wouldn’t resume until the following day. ‘Brian told us that we were going to be learning a proper routine. My mouth just fell open. I had no idea what I’d be like, but I was willing to give it a go,’


For Louis, Zayn, Liam, Niall and Harry – as well as the other 103 hopefuls – Day Three was ‘D-Day’: the day when they’d either be one step closer to seeing their dreams come to fruition, or else see those dreams crushed – at least for another twelve months, until the auditions for next series rolled around. Each act was asked to choose from a list of 40 songs and Louis opted for ‘Make You Feel My Love’, which was written by Bob Dylan, and appeared on the American folk rock legend’s 1997 album, Time Out Of Mind, but has since been covered by an array of artists ranging from Neil Diamond to Kelly Clarkson.


Sadly for Louis, Simon Cowell and company were left unmoved by his performance. Though he was naturally upset, he was at least honest enough to admit that he knew he hadn’t done as much as he could have on the day. Indeed, he was more surprised that Harry and Liam hadn’t gone through.
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