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Foreword


by John Pearson


(Sheffield Wednesday 1980–85)





It was a great pleasure to be asked to write the foreword for this book, as Sheffield Wednesday Football Club has always been such a big part of my life. I was born into a family of Wednesdayites and have been firmly immersed in the club pretty much from the moment I was born.


As a youngster I lived just a stone’s throw from Hillsborough and one of our neighbours was Owls midfielder Tommy Craig, who lodged just a few doors down from our house. From my school playground we could actually see the Wednesday players during their training sessions and, like most boys in our school, I dreamed that one day it would be me donning one of the famous blue and white striped shirts.


I was a season ticket holder at Hillsborough from an early age. As I was born at the start of September the perfect birthday present for me each year was always a Wednesday season ticket and my dad used to take me to all of the home games, as well as some of the away fixtures. I have some fantastic memories of me and my dad watching Wednesday throughout the 1970s.


Ironically, though, my dad did not get to see my Wednesday first team debut. I was thrown into the fray unexpectedly at the tender age of just 17 years and 12 days, to replace Terry Curran who had been suspended following his dismissal at Oldham Athletic in September 1980. However, while I was making my bow against Bristol City at Hillsborough, my dad was holidaying in Majorca and only found out that I’d played and scored when the British Sunday newspapers finally made it out to the Balearic Islands a couple of days later!


I played all four games while Terry was suspended and managed to score in each of them, which not only included my home League debut against Bristol City, but also my away League debut at Swansea City, and my League Cup debut against Watford. To complete the set, I then scored on my FA Cup debut later that season at Newcastle United.


My five seasons with Wednesday were a fantastic time for me and I feel privileged to have played professional football for the team that I have supported since I was a kid. Indeed, I’m still lucky enough to be involved with the club today and have always been extremely proud to be associated so strongly with Sheffield Wednesday.


I’m sure, like me, all Owls supporters will very much enjoy testing their knowledge of our great club with this terrific little quiz book. It’s fetched back some wonderful memories and I’ve even learnt a thing or two about the club as well. I hope you all enjoy grappling with the questions as much as I did and that the book brings back as many great memories for you as it did for me.


All the very best to all Owls fans.




Introduction


Although I suppose the book’s title might have attracted the odd confused ornithologist, I’m pretty much assuming that the vast majority of people who read this book are fellow Sheffield Wednesday supporters. So, a warm welcome to this light-hearted quiz book to one and all of you (and, if you are a confused ornithologist, then good luck answering the questions).


Sheffield Wednesday fans obviously come in many different shapes and sizes, and it’s exactly the same with the questions in this book. There are long ones, short ones, the odd really hard one, and even a few frivolous ones, particularly towards the end of the book.


The book has been split into 30 rounds and most of them have 11 questions, which obviously cleverly mirrors the number of players in a football team! In addition, there is one extra question in each round – a kind of ‘super-sub’ if you like – designed to provide that extra slice of excitement.


There are no fixed rules on how you should complete the questions. You can do them on your own, in competition with your mates or as a team; you can write the answers down or shout them out – it’s entirely up to you!


Each of the questions, along with the answers, has been constructed solely by me using information that is believed to be correct up to September 2013. All of the information included in the questions has been meticulously researched using a wide variety of sources, including old programmes, a number of books, the internet and the staggering knowledge of one of my mates.


However, I’m sure that there will be some debate over the authenticity of some of the facts and figures that have been included. In fact, whilst writing the book, I did find that some statistics that ought to be indisputable, for instance the age of a player when he made his debut, can actually vary from one source to another.


This is not an excuse for laziness. Every fact contained in the book has been checked, double-checked and then triple-checked. If any errors, however minor, have crept in, then I do apologise profusely – but please don’t let that spoil your enjoyment of the book.


I’ve thoroughly enjoyed both researching and writing this book, and reminiscing about Wednesday games and players from a bygone era. And I hope that you get as much pleasure from reading the book as I did from writing it. Enjoy!





Andrew Clark
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‘Hark Now Hear,


the Wednesday


Sing…’


Let’s kick off with a round that’s guaranteed to stir the passions of every Wednesdayite – 11 questions that focus on encounters with our oldest and bitterest of foes, Sheffield United. The Sheffield derby is one of English football’s longest-running rivalries, with the first competitive fixture between Wednesday and United dating back to 1893, and it remains one of the country’s most fiercely contested clashes. So I know this round will provoke strong feelings but try to rein in those emotions and keep your cool as we go head-to-head with the Blades…





  1   Which Wednesday player scored at both Hillsborough and Bramall Lane in the 2011/12 season Steel City derbies?


  2   In the 2008/09 season, the Owls famously completed the double over United for the first time in 95 years. Whose 25-yard thunderbolt proved to be the decisive goal in the return game at Bramall Lane?


  3   Over the last decade, the Sheffield derby has been a regular fixture on the footballing calendar, but how many times did Wednesday and United contest League matches during the 1980s?


  4   The Owls’ leading post-war goal scorer in Sheffield derbies bagged five goals in just four appearances against the old foe during the early 1960s. Can you name him?
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  5   Only four competitive fixtures between Wednesday and United have finished goalless, and two of those were in the same League campaign. Do you know in which season both Steel City derbies ended in scoreless draws?


  6   The ‘Boxing Day Massacre’ in 1979 saw us record our biggest ever victory over the Blades. What other record was set that day?


  7   And which four players scored for the Owls in that glorious Boxing Day triumph?


  8   Another one to savour: which two players scored our goals in the 2–1 FA Cup semi-final victory over the Blades in 1993?


  9   By all accounts, the 1900 FA Cup second round replay between Wednesday and United was a brutal affair. How many players were still on the pitch at the end of 90 minutes?


10   Lloyd Owusu’s place in Sheffield derby folklore was secured during our home clash with the Blades in September 2002. Why?


11   And finally, Alan Quinn holds a unique distinction in terms of Steel City derbies. What is it?




FACT OR FICTION?


Wednesday have never been beaten by the Blades in a Premier League fixture.
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Hello,


Goodbye…


Although as fans we stick with our club through thick and thin, the group of players who wear the blue and white stripes is inevitably in a fairly constant state of flux. That’s obviously the way it has always been – as fresh faces join the club, familiar ones move on to pastures new. Indeed, while the introduction of the transfer window may have limited the number of months when players are free to move, the transfer merry-go-round remains very much in full swing. This round looks at those comings and goings, testing your knowledge of the Hillsborough arrivals and departures lounge over the past four decades…





  1   Let’s kick off with a relatively easy one: which legendary Wednesday defender was signed by Ron Atkinson in December 1989 from IFK Gothenburg for a bargain fee of just £375,000?


  2   Which misfiring forward did ‘Big Ron’ offload to West Bromwich Albion as part of the deal that saw Carlton Palmer arrive at S6?


  3   And which player left Wednesday to join Celtic as part-funding for Paolo Di Canio’s grand arrival in 1997?


  4   Last transfer makeweight: which Owls striker headed to Crystal Palace as part of the deal that brought Mark Bright to the club in September 1992?


  5   Wednesday legend Lee Bullen arrived at Hillsborough on a free transfer in the summer of 2004, but from which Scottish club did he join us?
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