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    SKETCH OF SWEDISH HISTORY TO THE TIME OF THE FIRST VASA

    
    BEFORE ENTERING ON THE PRINCIPAL work which the author has undertaken in the writing of this volume, — a historical account of Gustavus Adolphus, — it is fitting to give a brief sketch of Sweden from the earliest times, presenting the more salient and important events and incidents of her history; and thus we shall be able to gain a better understanding of the national life and force which were behind the great leader who achieved so much for the renown of his people, and left so permanent an impression on the Europe of the seventeenth century. It may be said, in truth, that prior to nearly the close of the tenth century, Swedish annals, as known to us, are very confused and not much is entirely reliable. Scandinavia, of which Sweden forms so important a part, was known at all by them. The ancient Greeks and Romans had very erroneous ideas of the North of Europe, regarding it as made up of snow, ice, mists and darkness and believed that somewhere beyond those regions lived the Hyperboreans, — mortals dwelling in perfect peace with their Gods, in a rich land, under sunny skies, where grains and fruits ripened without the toil of the husband man and plenty and comfort were the common lot of all. There none suffered by sickness and pain; neither the young nor the old died by disease, but those who became weary of life ended their days by casting themselves from some lofty cliff into the foaming and mysterious depths of the sea. Later it began to be doubted if mortals were really in possession of such charming abodes anywhere on the earth and the Hyperborean conception began to drop out of belief. The oldest account of the North which has been preserved to modern history is that given by Pytheas, who lived three hundred and fifty years prior to the Christian era. This man was a native of the Old Grecian city, now Marseilles in France, who was sent by his government to make inquiries into the situation and condition of those remote lands of the North from which Phoenicians brought valuable articles of commerce. Pytheas must have been a well instructed man for his time, and of a bold resolution; for he had to leave the bright skies of Southern Europe, take his perilous chances along the uncertain shores of the Atlantic to that distant region which the learned men of his time believed covered with snow and mist. The spirit of commerce is often bolder than science itself; and, as a citizen of an enterprising and commercial city, he felt the impulse of the atmosphere around him. The classic authors of Greece and Rome three centuries after him ridiculed his accounts; but the intrinsic evidence is now in favor of their authenticity in the opinion of modern historians. His voyages carried him to the shores of Britain and Scandinavia. Of his visit to the former country, which he called Albion, nothing is known, except that he traveled over a large part of what is now England and Scotland. He describes a place called Thule, which he regarded an island. From what he says of the great length of the days at midsummer, his description would apply to one of the numerous islands which are situated along the northern coasts of Sweden and Norway, though it might refer to the one of the Danish isles. Strabo represents Pytheas saying, that, in Thule, the nights at midsummer were only two or three hours in length. The weight of probability is, that it must have been somewhere in Scandinavia; and, for this reason, what is said of Thule and the lands in its vicinity has important value in its bearing on the early history of the Northmen. According to Pytheas, the inhabitants of the country at the south of Thule thrashed their grain in roofed buildings, where it was stowed away under cover, “because the sun did not always shine there, and the rain and the snow often came and spoiled the crops in open air.” They had a strong desire to trade with foreigners who came to their coasts, were keen to drive a bargain, and always ready to fight if they thought they had been insulted or ill-used. According to the view of the most careful of the Scandinavian historians, whose investigations as to all matters pertaining to their countries and people are elaborate and thorough, it is probable that Thule was a part of Scandinavia inhabitated and cultivated many centuries before the Christian era. It is certain that the picture which Tacitus traces of it, in the first Christian century, implies a culture more ancient. The states of Sueones, according to what Tacitus had learned, were important by their population, their fleets, and their arms. Their vessels were particularly fitted to the navigation of the coasts and rivers. They attached much value to fortune. The sea which surrounded them guaranteed them from the surprises of their enemies. It is thought that the Goths were the most ancient inhabitants of Scandinavia, occupying the south, and were earlier in Sweden than the Sueones. The Goths and the Sueones long fought each other, but finally fused, and formed the Swedish nation. The little that has come down to us, from the classic authors, of what Pytheas had written of his travels is all that we have of any voyager’s report of the North of Europe until the time of Alfred of England. Twelve hundred years after Pytheas, two travelers from Scandinavia, whose names were Wulfstan and Othere, came to the court of the English king, who always gave a warm welcome to those who would bring him information from foreign lands. Alfred was pleased to listen to their story of what they had seen, and of the country from which they came. From their account of their travels, he wrote a brief history, and made a chart of modern Europe. The description of Scandinavia in these books is valuable. During the twelve centuries from the Marseilles traveler to Alfred to England, nothing was heard in Central and Southern Europe of the lives, customs, and doings of the Scandinavian people in their own homes; although within that period tribes of half savage, resolute, blue-eyed, tall, strong men from the North poured southward, and became known to the Romans as Cimbri, Teutons, Germans and Goths. At first the novel and fierce modes of attack used by these men, and their great strength and courage, carried terror and defeat among the trained soldiers of Rome, who knew not how to break through the long wall of shields chained together which those strange and audacious foes brought against them. But in time the superior discipline and arms of the Romans overcame the fierce Northern warriors. Notwithstanding their sanguinary experience and dread of these warlike strangers from the North, the Romans did not take pains to discover the precise part of Europe from which they came. It is said that finally, by chance, some strings of amber beads had been brought to Rome; and soon these ornaments were so much admired that the fashionable ladies of that city thought their dress incomplete unless they had an adequate number to ornament the neck and hair. Then, as in modern times, fashion was powerful to stimulate commerce. As soon as the amber beads were in demand by the Roman ladies, the agencies of Roman trade were put in motion, and found their way along the great rivers and through the half salvage and little known countries of Eastern and Northern Europe, till they reached the shores of those seas where it was believed the precious material so much coveted could be found in abundance. In this way, by degrees, the Romans became better acquainted with the location and nature of the lands from which the Goths and Germans had come. The Northmen themselves aided to dispel the prevailing ignorance in their own regard; for, in their roaming and voyages they took with them their bards, who sung of the deeds of their ancestors and the wonderful manner in which they feasted, fought, and conquered in their far off homes among the fjords, mountains, and snows of the North. It is probable, that, in the course of time, these tales of the Gothic bards became known to the people of Southern Europe, and thus the latter came to know more of Scandinavia and its people.

    According to the records of the Northmen and the evidences of modern research, the Scandinavians were a Gothic or German race. Like all the nations who now people Europe, they came originally from Asia and belong to the Aryan race. Leaving their home in the East, they made their way westward, till they turned aside to follow the route which each tribe selected for it. The special German nation to which the Scandinavians belong was early known as the Goths. These people had pushed themselves, from their old Eastern homes, westward and northward, until they arrived on the shores of the Baltic and the German seas, where they took possession of the islands and coast lands, driving out or enslaving the older tribes, which, long before, had come from the regions beyond the Black Sea. The people driven out by the new comers were compelled to find homes in colder and less fruitful lands, where their descendants, in modern times, are known as Finns and Lapps. There are no reliable data to show the precise time when the Goths first came to the North of Europe. These people, in their new homes, in time increased so in numbers that they began to swarm south in pursuit of more fertile lands, and for war and pillage. For centuries from the declining period of the Roman Republic, the Northmen were known as a restless, wandering, piractical race of people, who continually invaded and ravaged the more southern countries of Europe, ever eager to plant themselves on the first fertile spot which promised them food and shelter, or to capture and sack the village or town which promised them rich plunder. Tribe after tribe appeared almost every year with the opening of spring; and when Rome ceased to exist as a dominating power, and Charlemagne had organized a new European empire, these Goths from the North continued their roving and aggressive habits, hanging on every frontier and coast, and penetrating through bay and river which opened the way to successful attack and pillage. The Viking expeditions were a terror to every city and country on the Atlantic coasts and inlets from the English Channel to the Mediterranean. Their boldness, fierceness, and vigor of body and mind, made an ever-enduring impression on the people of the more favored countries of the South. Of authentic and entirely reliable history of that portion of the Scandinavian people who became known as the Swedes, there is not much until the Christian period of Swedish history. There is a degree of probable history of Scandinavia and its people in the sagas, the general name of those compositions which contain the history and mythology of the Northern people of Europe. At the courts of the Northern kings, the skald or bard, was accustomed to compose poetry and chants in honor of those who had distinguished themselves in warlike exploits, and to recite and sing them on festive and public occasions. These productions abounded in historical recitals of the chief families, and the ancestry of those who listened to them with lively interest. These were repeated until they were fully engraved in the memory of those who heard them, and handed down from one generation to another. Later this oral poetry was put in writing, and constituted the sagas. The most important of these were the productions of Icelanders, who made considerable progress in literature in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. The “New Edda” is a Scandinavian work drawn from these sagas by Snorre Sturleson, who was a judge in Iceland from 121 5 to 1222. This book contains an account of the mythology, poetry, and philosophy of the Scandinavian people, and gives valuable information on their history. These recitals of the sagas are too much intermixed with mythology and fiction to furnish very much positive data for authentic history, so far, at least, as Sweden is concerned. It would be foreign to the historic sketch we are now attempting, to bring forward this class of testimony. As tending to show the spirit, resolution, vigor, and character of the Northmen, these sagas are referred to as of value, and, were we not here making but a meagre outline would be considered at length. It is correct to say, that the reliable history of Sweden of chief importance begins after the introduction of Christianity into the country in the reign of King Olaf, which was from 993 to 1024. Of the three Scandinavian countries, Sweden became known to the intelligent world of Europe at a later period than the other two. Denmark was farther south, and composed of islands favorably situated, and that country and Norway were more adjacent to the Atlantic, which made them more accessible to the nations of the South; while Sweden, which had its water domain chiefly on the Baltic, became known to the more advanced people of Europe at a later date than Denmark and Norway, whose theatre of activity was more on the western seas. The mythology and religion of the Swedes show them, as well as the Danes and Norwegians, to have been a vigorous, warlike people, among whom personal independence and strength of character were fostered. Like the Danes, the Swedes traced the descent of their early kings back to Odin. Throughout the North every king was the pontiff, or high-priest, of his people; and one of his chief duties was to offer annual sacrifices within the temples of his kingdom. The accounts given of the rise of the Swedish monarchy, in the legend known as the “Ynglina Saga,” was written by the Iceland scribes from the old songs brought down from former generations. This and other sagas, which give an account of the royal races of Sweden, were doubtless based on real facts which had become intermixed with many fables. That these people, in their dark and bloody Paganism, lived in much turbulence and strife, cannot be doubted. Their kings were elective, and often changed. The people with arms in their hands were powerful, though they followed their sovereigns with obedience in warlike enterprises. In the period in which the Danes were hovering on the coasts of Great Britain, and making hostile inroads into Germany and Gaul, the Swedes were striking out boldly into Eastern Europe, turning their arms against the Finns, Lapps, and Wends, and making much of the territory which is now in Russia, the theatre of their warlike success. Making, thus, a brief glance at these early centuries of Swedish history, we come to the time when Olaf became known as the first Christian king of Sweden, since whose reign there are reliable data for history. He was taught Christianity by Siegfred, an English missionary, who devoted a long life to the work of teaching the Pagan Swedes the religion of the gospel. Olaf had been seven years king when he received Christian baptism, about the year 1000. He died in 1024, not having been able to induce his people to follow his example in adopting the new faith. They compelled him to leave them free to follow the religion of their fathers; while they allowed him to erect a bishopric, and gave him choice of any district in Sweden in which he might build Christian churches. For this purpose, he selected West Gothland, which continued to be the chief seat of the Christian faith; while the lands of the Svea would not allow Christian priests within their limits, or acknowledge Christian kings for their rulers, for more than a hundred and fifty years after the death of Olaf. An effort had been made to introduce Christianity into Sweden more than a hundred and fifty years earlier by Frankish monks. The son and successor of Charlemagne, Louis le Debonnaire, took an ardent interest in sending Christian missionaries to the Pagans of the North. Under the auspices of this pious emperor, a monk from Picardy named Anscarius, and his friend, another monk, called Autbert, went to Denmark in 827. But these missionaries did not meet with the reception they expected, and were soon driven from the country to which they had gone with such devotion and sacrifice. This was a keen disappointment to the pious Louis, as well as to Anscarius and his friend. Two years later, in 829, Bjorn, a Swedish king, sent to Louis, asking him to send Christian teachers to his country, that he and his people might be taught the new religion. This Bjorn was king of Upper Sweden, and had his royal residence and chief town at Upsala, near the great temple of Odin, and the consecrated centre of the Norse Paganism. Receiving this information, the Emperor Louis again sent for Anscarius, who at once responded to the call, and, with monks and servants, entered on their long and dangerous journey to the North. In the course of their voyage on the Baltic they were beset with pirates, robbed of the valuable manuscript-books given them by the emperor, and put on shore in destitution. In this forlorn condition they made their way to Sweden, where they were well received by the king and his people, and allowed to preach to and baptize all who were willing to accept the new faith As soon, however, as Anscarius went away, the influence of his work rapidly disappeared. Twenty years later, when he returned, he found the Swedes so afraid of bringing on their heads the wrath of the gods if they listened to the Christian teachers, that they threatened to put them to death unless they immediately abandoned the country. Thus the missionaries, whom the son of Charlemagne had induced to go to the remote North to convert the Pagans, were compelled to leave their work unfinished. Other attempts were made to introduce the Christian doctrines among the Swedes at different times after Anscarius and his fellow monks were driven from the country; but it was more than one hundred and seventy years from the first unsuccessful effort of the Emperor Louis and his monks to evangelize the people of Sweden, to the date of the baptism of Olaf, the first Christian king. Olaf had passed some of his early life in Denmark, where Christianity had sooner made progress; and there he had undoubtedly been favorably impressed in its regard. But the stern resistance it met with among his people after his own public adoption of the new faith showed how little real hold it had then obtained, and how tenaciously the old religion maintained its power over the inhabitants of Sweden. Siegfred, the English missionary, had, indeed, been more successful than Anscarius, but to a limited degree only. A long and troublesome struggle was to continue between the old Scandinavian religion and what was then taught as Christianity, before the latter would acquire full supremacy in the country. The Swedish peasants of that age had great power in the State, and were not slow to exercise it, not alone in matters of religion, but in other important affairs. The baptism of their king to the new faith, and the authority his example implied, were not enough to win or compel them to its adoption, as the sequel most forcibly showed. Olaf died in 1024; and his two sons, Jacob and Edmund, successively reigned nearly thirty years, the last dying about 1054. 

    The Stenkil line of kings began in 1055, and continued nearly seventy years. During that period the country was torn by factions, religious wars raged with violence, and finally all the reigning family and many of the chief men were slain together. In this state of violence and anarchy no bishops remained in Sweden, and the old religion regained chiefly its ascendancy. In 1 130 the Sverker line of kings began its rule, and continued ninety or more years. This also was a period of turbulence, strife, and bloodshed. Sverker Carlsson, who reigned from 1,135 to 1,155 under whom the condition of the country somewhat improved, was a believer in Christianity; and under him the Church of Rome obtained some form of official recognition. In his old age this Sverker king was troubled by civil wars, and finally slain by his own servants while on the way to hear mass in a Christian church. He was succeeded in 1155 by Erik, whose reign formed an epoch in Swedish history. This king (after his death called St. Erik) worked earnestly and effectively during his reign to improve the state of the country. The old sagas assert that King Erik sought to accomplish three things: “to build churches and improve the services of religion, to rule his people according to law and right, and to subdue the enemies of his faith and realm.” He enjoys the credit of having gained the love and gratitude of all the women of Sweden by the laws which he made to secure them valuable rights, of which the following were the most important, —that “every wife shall have equal power with her husband over locks, bolts, and bars; that she may claim half his bed during his life, and enjoy one-third of his property after his death.” It was not until the reign of this king that the Christian religion fully secured its ascendancy in Sweden. Until this time the worship of Odin had been kept up, at the cost of Christians as well as Pagans. He was the first king who erected a church at Upsala, thus disregarding the Pagan claims as to its special sanctity as the long-recognized centre of the old faith. Under his protection an archbishopric was created, to which Henrik, who had reputation of being a learned and pious man was appointed. This prelate Went with the king on an expedition to Finland. The idolaters of that country had repeatedly desolated the coasts of Sweden, and it became necessary to bring them to better behavior. Accompanied by Henrik as Christian missionary, King Erik succeeded in putting down Paganism in that country by the establishment of the new faith, and probably planted there some Swedish colonies. Bishop Henrik was the first Christian apostle to the Finns, and died a martyr. It was during the reign of this king that Finland, a large and important country, was joined with Sweden, — a union which remained unbroken until the Machiavellian insinuation of Napoleon on the raft of Tilsit, and the ambition of the czar, caused the former country to be absorbed in the Russian Empire, after the connection had been maintained with Sweden six hundred and fifty years. King Erik lost his life in an attack by Magnus Henriksson of Denmark, who, claiming to have some rights to the Swedish throne, arched in force to Upsala. Erik was then attending mass at the church, and, when warned of the near approach of the enemy, would not quit service until its close. He then pressed forward at the head of his men to encounter the force of the hostile prince, and, in the fierce fight which ensued, was slain by the invaders on the public square, May, 1160. The virtues and religious devotion of this king gained for him the love of the Swedes, who cherished him as their patron saint. For a long time his remains were preserved in the cathedral at Upsala, and venerated as holy relics. His arms were emblazoned on the national flag, which the Swedes bore in the wars against the enemies of the State. They celebrated the anniversary of his death, and the city of Stockholm has his image on its seal and banner. For nearly a hundred years after the death of St. Erik kings of his line continued to reign in Sweden and during this period there was much turbulence and repeated civil war. There was frequent repetition of bitter and destructive struggles for the throne between rival princely aspirants and their partisans. The prelates and the nobles increased their power and pretensions amid these bloody turmoils, and assumed the right to elect the king, which in former generations had long been the prerogative of the people assembled with arms in their hands. Compacts and conventions were often arranged for the transmission of the royal scepter, made with armed hands, and written in blood, and as often broken after brief continuance. To this internal strife were added bloody quarrels with Denmark and Norway, with which dynastic claims and ambitions had more or less to do. The murder of rival royal families by the successful aspirant to power was carried to the extent of slaying even the sons and grandsons, and assassination was a frequent expedient of the contending factions. The last of the house of Sverker having died in 1222, Erik Eriksson came to the vacant throne. Though the last scion of the family who had disputed with his own for its possession had gone to the tomb, Erik did not long enjoy its undisputed control. These continual struggles of the rival monarchical families tended to weaken the royal power, and to increase the influence and pretensions of the chief nobles, from whom now sprang a powerful family who finally obtained the throne, —the Folkungar race, who were to hold the: kingly office for a century. One of its members, Birger Brosa, exercised the functions of jarl, dying in 1202, for the ancient princely dignity of jarl had become the first place of the court and the government. He who filled it had the title of Jarl of the Swedes, of the Sueones, and of the Goths, prince by the grace of God. In official acts he came next after the king. His functions and relation to the royal power were similar to those once held by the mayors of the palace among the French. Out of this family was now to come a more powerful man than Birger Brosa. It was after the Sverker line of kings had become extinct, nearly one hundred years after St. Erik, that a man of conspicuous ability and force of character ruled the kingdom, though he never became the crowned king. This man, Birger Jarl, ruled in the name of another. In 1248 he was clothed with the dignity of jarl. The words of the Roman prelate in regard to him gave the measure of power of this prince: “The whole country is governed by this man.” The legal king dying in 1252, in which the family of Erik became extinct, the question of a new king being raised, Birger Jarl being then in Finland, choice was promptly made of the young son of Jarl, named Valdemar. To raise the child Valdemar to the throne was to give the government to the father, who administered it with marked energy and success. He made several improvements in the laws and regulations of the kingdom. He abolished the custom of liquidating crime by money, and put an end to the trial by red-hot iron. The foundation of Stockholm is attributed to him. He sought to open relations with England, was esteemed as a mediator in the differences between Denmark and Norway, and gave asylum at his court to the Grand Duke of Russia. He died in 1266. The powerful family of Folkungar, of whom Birger Jarl was its ablest representative, was excluded from the throne in 1365, after having ruled a century. During that period important changes took place, —the people lost much of their influence in the affairs of their government, special privileges to the clergy were secured, the power of the nobles was increased, and the authority of the king extended. The animosity and strife of rival princes continued, and violence and war often prevailed.

    The next period of Swedish history, from 1365 to 1470, is termed that of the foreign kings and the union of the three crowns. In the latter part of the reign of the Folkungar family, the royal power was much constrained by the intrigues and grasping ambition of the higher nobles. It was by the efforts of these Swedish lords that foreign rulers were brought into the country. Disturbed by the turbulence of these lords, Magnus, the last of the Folkungar kings, had driven twenty-four of them into exile. These went into Germany. Arrived at the court of Mecklenburg, they offered the crown of Sweden to Albrekt, a son of a sister of Magnus married to a German prince. A fleet transported Albrekt, with the exiled lords, into Sweden. This German prince was proclaimed king at Stockholm. Thus the higher nobles disposed of the throne and the destiny of the country according to their own ambitions and interests. And it was through their intrigues and influence that the union of the three crowns of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway was brought about, — called the Union of Calmar, taking its name from the old Swedish city of Calmar on the Baltic coast of the southeastern part of the kingdom. This period of a century was one of great calamities, strife, and bloodshed for Sweden. A united Scandinavia would seem to be a result plainly indicated by geography and the ethnology of the people who inhabit it; but it failed at this time, chiefly because those men who brought it about sought to wield its power and advantages for the promotion of their personal and family interests. It was obnoxious to the people of Sweden; because these privileged lords, a limited number, were the representatives and executive agents of a foreign rule, chiefly to their own aggrandizement. Therefore the country was continually distracted by the violent efforts made to get rid of what seemed foreign despotism. The union, which became so detested in Swedish memories and Swedish history, was consummated in 1387. The king of Denmark died in 1375, and the king of Norway in 1380. The son of the latter (Olaf, after his father) reigned over Denmark and Norway until his death, in 1387, when his mother, Margaret, was proclaimed regent of these two kingdoms; and the same year she received the Swedish crown from those in the kingdom who had concentrated in their hands the interests and the power of the factions hostile to Albrekt and the German rule. The long period of misgovernment, violence, and anarchy which followed brought their evils to all; but the peasantry, as usual, were the greatest sufferers. Ambitious nobles, powerful prelates, and rival competitors for the throne, were the agencies of strife. The elements of opposition to the union and foreign rule finally concentrated around the family of Sture, who became in a large degree the representative of Swedish patriotism and nationality. Sture the elder became the real ruler of the country in 1470, though he did not assume the title of king. Several years before, the cry had been raised throughout the country, “Sweden is a kingdom, not a farm or a parish, to be ruled over by bailiffs; and we will have no Danish overseers, but a genuine Swede for our king.” The resistance to Christian I of Denmark was so strong that the Swedish Council of State was obliged to yield; and Charles Knutsson was recalled to the throne, Christian having been defeated and driven from the kingdom. This Charles Knutsson had been previously twice temporarily on the throne. He died in 1470, after having committed the government of the country to his nephew, Sten Sture, earnestly entreating him never to attempt to gain the throne for him. The Council of State proclaimed him regent in 1471. Six months later, Christian I made another and last attempt to regain control of the kingdom by landing, near Stockholm, a numerous army of hired German troops, and was signally defeated. For a short period Sweden was said to have enjoyed more quiet and prosperity than it had known for a long time. Christian I reigned ten years after his defeat

    in the Swedish capital, and died in 1481, leaving to his son Christian II. The crowns of Denmark and Norway, and his claim to the throne of Sweden, which the Calmar Union gave him. The successful party did not long have quiet and uncontested rule in Sweden. The partisans of the Danish dynasty were still strong, and improved their opportunities to sow discord and disaffection to the rule of the Stures. Hans, the son of Christian, was resolved to regain control of the Swedish kingdom. The nobles who had assented to the rule of Sture as regent did not like him; for he was the favorite of the peasants, and defended them against the cruel exactions of the nobles. Hans with his army and naval force, aided by his powerful Swedish partisans, finally regained the upper hand, and was crowned king at Stockholm in 1499, when he conferred knighthood on all the nobles who had taken part in his proclamation as lawful sovereign. But Sten Sture was still popular with the Swedish peasants. In 1500 a powerful and successful revolt took place against the Danish king and his partisans; and Sture, in the name of the Swedish people, declared the country independent of Denmark. Sten Sture died in 1503; and, having adopted Svante Sture as his heir, the latter was made regent and marshal of the kingdom. This man was of a daring, frank, and generous nature, with the spirit and bearing of a warrior. He cherished the soldiery, and cared more for war than peace. He and his friend, a bishop, Hemming Gade, who were the real rulers of die country during the lifetime of the former, were very hostile to the union, and did what they could to foster hostility to the Danes. Svante Sture died suddenly in 1512; and his son, Sten Sture, was chosen to fill his place. This man was regarded as the best of the Sture race; and he did much to relieve the people from oppressive burdens of taxation, and to ameliorate their general condition, while his efforts to achieve the freedom of his country from the Danes, and to strengthen the national sentiment, made him a favorite with his countrymen. He had a powerful opponent in the Archbishop Trolle, who hated the Stures, and finally became a traitor to his country. This man became the leader of the party in Sweden which wished to bring the Danish king to the throne. Hans of Denmark died in 1513; and Christian II was proclaimed king of that country, and came into possession of whatever legal right there may have belonged to his family to the crown of Sweden. He was a more resolute and determined man than his father, and had the support of Archbishop Trolle and a strong faction of partisans. The young nobility and the peasantry generally favored Sten Sture, but the old senators followed the lead of Trolle in the support of Christian II and his cause. The principal senators, who were no more nor less than the chief nobles, who had been gathering, step by step, as much power as possible in their hands, banded themselves together, under oath, to resist, with all the means at their command, every attempt to take from them what they termed their liberty, their influence, and the right, which they claimed to have possessed for a long time, to regulate the administration of the kingdom whenever the throne became vacant. They agreed to hold fast to the union with Denmark and to restore the authority of the Danish sovereign; but the resistance led by Sture was so strong that the higher nobles were obliged to yield. This concession by the chief lords to Sture and his party had been made before the death of Hans and the coming to the throne of Christian II. When the latter assumed power, and made vigorous assertion of his legal claims to the Swedish throne, the opponents of Sture at once assumed a determined front. Christian brought an army to the gates of Stockholm, but was defeated by Sture and his adherents in 1518. After the battle, the Danish king sought an interview with Sture, and, in proof of good faith, asked -that Swedish hostages should be sent on board the Danish fleet, and there remain until Christian returned safe from the interview. Sture agreed to this proposition, and made choice, with their own assent, of bishop Hemming Gade and five other persons of noble birth, one of whom was young Gastavus Vasa, who was to play such an important part in the future history of Sweden. This young man was a warm supporter of the party hostile to Danish rule and in the recent war had borne the standard of his country in the battle before Stockholm. While the meeting between Sture and Christian was taking place, by the order of the latter the Danish ship on board of which were the six hostages sailed to Denmark, where Hemming Gade, Gustavus Vasa, and their four associates were kept in prison as rebels. The result of this infamous and cruel breach of faith was the renewal of the civil war. On his return to Copenhagen, Christian sought and obtained a bull from the Pope to place Sweden under an interdict, and to excommunicate Sten Sture and all his supporters.

    Thus terminated Christian’s treacherous pretension of the wish to be reconciled with the regent and his party. A Danish army was sent into Sweden, and its commander ordered to affix to all church-doors throughout the kingdom copies of the papal decrees. Although at first the forces of Christian were defeated, their superior strength, aided by the partisans of the union in Sweden, led by the archbishop finally prevailed. Sten Sture died in 1520, and his loss to the party of Swedish independence left his country at the mercy of Christian II and his imbittered and sanguinary partisans. In the autumn of the same year Christian was crowned at Stockholm with much splendor, and, by his affability and grace of manners, made a strong impression on the Swedes who took part in his coronation. The Swedish chroniclers say that he showed himself benevolent, pleasant, and gay, receiving some by embracing them, and others by grasping their hands, and that all his conduct announced reassuring dispositions; and this when he must have had in mind the atrocious proceedings which soon followed, which stained his memory forever as a brutal tyrant. Immediately after these reassuring indications, the king’s chief officers of state came before Christian while surrounded by his court, and, in the name of the Archbishop Trolle, demanded justice for the wrongs which the latter claimed to have suffered at the hands of Sture and his councilors, who had deprived him of his see for his treasonous conduct. On the pretence of maintaining the authority of the church, Christian demanded to know the names of all who had signed the deposition of Trolle. The document was produced; and all those whose names were attached to it were arrested at once, although they were bravely defended by Christine Gyllenstjerna, the widow of the regent Sture, who showed plainly that the doomed men had acted only in conformity with the act of the national Diet. On the 8th of November, 1520, only a few days after the pompous and flattering circumstances of the coronation, ninety persons, who had been the chief supporters of Sture and the patriotic cause, were led forth into the marketplace of Stockholm, where, surrounded by the Danish troops, they were decapitated, one after the other, in the presence of the terror-stricken Swedes. The first who suffered was a Bishop Mads, who, as the fatal blow was about to be struck, cried aloud, “The king is a traitor, and God will avenge this wrong.” Among the condemned was Erik Johansson Vasa, the father of the future kings of Sweden. When he was led out, a messenger came to him from Christian, offering him pardon. “No,” he cried: “for God’s sake, let me die with all these honest men, my brethren!” and then laid his neck on the block. Of such parentage was the young hero who had been treacherously carried away as a hostage, and who was to play such a part in the future history of his country.

    That tragic episode in Swedish history has been well named the “blood-bath,” and its author handed down the ages as a tyrant. Others were hanged, or perished in tortures. The murders continued several days. The bodies of the victims remained three days on the public square, after which they were dragged into a suburb of the city, and burned. The remains of Sten Sture and those of his child were taken from their tomb, and thrown into the flames. On all roads, as he quit Stockholm, Christian scattered terror by similar deeds of cruelty; and at the commencement of 1521, before he had passed the frontiers of Sweden, more than six hundred persons had perished by his vengeance. Thus the Union of Calmar had finally been drowned in blood, and was thereafter, for the patriotic Swedes, to be but a synonym of treachery and brutal violence; and their writers have not unfittingly called the time of the Stockholm massacre their Bartholomew’s Day.

    
    



    GUSTAVUS VASA, AND HIS SONS ERIK, JOHN AND CHARLES -THE REMARKABLE FACTS OF THEIR REIGNS

    
    
    
    WHILE THESE SANGUINARY PROSCRIPTIONS WERE occurring, the young Gustavus Vasa, having escaped from his enemies, was wandering in the forests of Dalecarlia, a province of the country where the spirit of resistance to tyranny had before repeatedly manifested itself with vigor and determination, as it did in subsequent times. Flying from the minions of Christian and Trolle, he was able to conceal himself from his persecutors, sometimes in a carriage loaded with straw, sometimes under the branches of trees, and at other times in caves and ditches, cherishing the firm resolution to save his country, with the assistance of God and the Swedish peasants. Everywhere the terrorizing effects of the recent successes of Christian and the organized force at his command had intimidated the Swedish population, and tended to make his authority supreme. But Gustavus soon obtained a small following among the Dalecarlian peasantry. At first cautious, and reluctant to follow him, the fervid eloquence of the young hero, who had escaped from the captivity of which he had been so perfidiously made the victim, his vivid representation of the wrongs of his countrymen, of the bloody proceedings of Christian and his partisans and their hired mercenaries, finally told on the peasants, and brought to his standard a small force, with which he marched against his enemies. The first successes of his arms soon brought numbers to his standard; and he finally defeated the main army of Christian, in which served nearly eight thousand Germans. This victory was the turning-point in the career of the Swedish leader, and rendered his country’s deliverance only a question of months. He showed great skill and energy in organizing his party, and securing the necessary financial means to resist successfully the powerful elements of force still at the command of Christian and his partisans. The Lubeck merchants and brokers, always ready to advance money to those whose necessities obliged them to pay large dividends, favored him by loans, which, added to what he had been able to secure in Sweden by great diligence and care, put him in financial condition to maintain his army. In the mean time the cruelties and brutalities of Christian and his adherents became more and more known to the entire kingdom. At the time of the blood-bath on the public square of Stockholm, in November, 1520, many of the widows and children of the victims had been carried away to Denmark. The news now came, that these prisoners had perished in horrible dungeons into which they had been thrown. At this tragic intelligence the anger of the Swedes knew no bounds. The mother of young Gustavus and his two sisters were among these victims, the husband and the father of who had before perished on the block. These sanguinary transactions of the Danish king were laid before the Pope and the Emperor Charles V in a letter by young Gustavus, as justification of his taking up arms. When the information of this came to the ears of Christian, he sent orders to his commander to put to death every Swedish noble he could lay his hands on. This cruel order was evaded, to the credit of the Danish general, saying it was “better those men should have a chance of getting a knock on the head in battle, than to wring their necks as if they were chickens.” Other officers of King Christian were less scrupulous, and carried out his relentless orders of murder. Finally driven from Sweden by the general uprising and the able leadership of young Vasa, on the 23rd of June 1523, at a meeting of the Swedish Diet, the union with Denmark, which had lasted one hundred and twenty six years, was forever dissolved and Gustavus Vasa proclaimed king of Sweden. The Danish garrisons were driven from all the fortified places and the national independence of Sweden became an accomplished fact. By the commencement of 1524 Finland declared in favor of Gustavus; and thus the entire dominion of Swedes recognized the new order of things, and came under the rule of the heroic leader whose strong and brilliant qualities inspired the hopes of the nation.

    This man, who had been thus successful in the liberation of his country, was now about thirty years of age. Born in 1495 or 1496 (as to which year there is not conclusive historic evidence), he was the descendant of an old Swedish family which for two centuries had given members to the senate of the kingdom. His real name at this time was Gustavus Eriksson, which he bore and signed before being king. He never used the name of Vasa himself, nor had it belonged to any of his ancestors. According to some, it was derived from the estate of Vasa in Upland; but others, with more probability, say it was taken from his escutcheon, Vasa signifying, in the arms of Gustavus, fascine, with which ditches are filled when a body of troops march to an assault. Originally the fascine was black in the family arms: Gustavus made it yellow. It was after his time that they regarded it as a sheaf. In 1509 he began his studies at Upsala. He entered the service of the regent Sture in 1514. The Swedish chroniclers say that he early left his studies, to take the profession of arms, and to conform to the manners of courtiers, and that, when the Danish monarch advanced with his army on Stockholm to crush the patriotic forces of Sture, the gallantry of young Vasa made it conspicuous. He was, they said, “a noble, handsome, and intelligent young man, whom God had caused to be born to save the country.” At the date of the complete expulsion of the Danes from the country, the repeal of the Union of Calmar by the Diet, and his recognition as king, Gustavus was about thirty years of age. While he then did not underestimate what he and his brave supporters had accomplished, he did not blind himself to the immense work before him yet to be achieved. The country had long been distracted and impoverished by faction, strife, and anarchy. He had incurred heavy debts to provide means to carry on the war against Christian and his party. The kingdom must now be organized, consolidated, and governed; the struggle of factions must be terminated, the resources of the country developed, the finances organized and stimulated, and the debts due exacting creditors paid. He set himself to his task with unshrinking resolution. He saw the necessity of taking from the powerful prelates of the Roman Church the enormous privileges of power and property which they usurped, of bringing the nobles into subjection to the authority of the crown, and of providing better security for the peasantry, who had done so much to secure his triumph, and who were at the mercy of the cupidity and oppression of the clericals and the nobles. Whether from motives of policy or reasons of religious conviction, probably through the combined force of these motives and reasons, he determined to make of Sweden a Protestant kingdom. He had previously made himself acquainted with the import of the new formula of faith taught by Luther; and when two Swedish students who had studied at Wittenberg, a Lutheran college in Germany, returned to Sweden, in 1519, and began to make known to the people the Reformed religion, he had given them encouragement so far as it was then in his power. When he had been proclaimed king, he appointed one of these men, Olaus Petri, to a church in Stockholm, and gave the younger brother a professorship at Upsala University. Not long after, he selected for his chancellor Laurentius Andrea, who had previously renounced the Catholic teachings, and translated the New Testament into Swedish, regardless of the theological authorities of the kingdom. He allowed public discussion between the supporters of the old and the new doctrines, and disregarded the papal letter in which the Roman autocrat ordered a court of Inquisition to be opened in Stockholm, for the trial and punishment of heretics, and the condemnation of the writings of Luther and his disciples. It is, then, just to presume that the young king was moved by sincere religious reasons, as well as by the financial necessities of his country, when he resolved to grapple boldly with the papal authority entrenched in the faith, prejudice, and property of Sweden. He used much discretion in carrying out his designs. Perhaps he did not always at first disclose his full purposes. When the people declared that they wished to hold fast to the religious teachings of their fathers, he assured them that he did not care to set up new dogmas, but desired to put an end to abuses. He demanded, in a visit to the Chapter, from whom the church held its temporal power, and if the Bible conferred it? He had the sagacity and tact to induce the nobility to aid him in his efforts to take the immense landed interests from the high clergy, by showing the advantage the former would gain by becoming possessors of a portion of them, subject to certain obligations to the nation. While supporting himself on the nobles in his contest with the Roman usurpation, he confirmed their privileges, reserving for the future his purpose to bring them more under the authority of the crown. In a Diet at Vesteras, in 1527, he completely crushed the papal power in the kingdom, and compelled the high prelates to assent to their fall. The convents, one after another, were taken possession of by the young king. The temporal fiefs of the bishops were suppressed. The fines which the bishops had been accustomed to receive were collected by the agents of Gustavus. The jurisdiction which had been exercised by the clergy became nearly nu41. Letters of protection were granted to the monks and nuns who wished to leave their cloisters, and the nullity of their excommunication was pronounced. The king did not stop here. He removed and appointed clergymen. To the prejudice of the bishops, he declared himself the legal successor of the clergy who died intestate, and sometimes took possession of their fortunes against their last will, and in some cases shared the revenues with bishops, according to his good pleasure. With a firm hand he pushed these reforms in the midst of a people who often strongly evinced the spirit of revolt against them. He knew that the independence and necessities of the nation required them; and he boldly maintained his resolution to carry them forward to conclusion against whatever resistance might arise, and, despite innumerable difficulties, triumphed in the end. The Swedes of all classes and beliefs were taught to realize, that, in dethroning the tyrant Christian, and gaining their separation from the union, they had found a ruler who knew how to put down faction, to stifle revolt, to correct great abuses, and to govern with firmness and irresistible power; but this was not accomplished at once, nor without a long, patient, and continued struggle of years. His ability as a statesman, his tact and remarkable common sense, his clear comprehension of the work he had in hand and of the end to be gained, finally enabled him to triumph. He gave his personal attention to whatever he thought would advance the interests, develop the resources, and increase the wealth, of his dominions. The mines, the fisheries, the commerce, of the country, received his fostering care. With his own hands he corresponded with persons in all sections of the country, instructing them in agriculture, and stimulating them to the production of crops. He gave precepts of economy even in the most insignificant details, and the acts of his government often resembled the journal of a great farm.  He looked out the favorable places for the erection of hydraulic works, and constructed the first saw-mills in the kingdom driven by water-power. At one time, seeing his revenues lower, he gave orders for the cultivation of hops, to work the fields more extensively, to dry the meadows, and to rightly manage the swine. Many of his circulars, teaching a wise economy, were sent into all the parishes of the kingdom; and the authority of these was that of royal orders. In the end the people largely embraced the ideas of the king. His queen, Margaret, inspired by his example, kept cows, and had an extensive dairy to take care of; for which she had the service of twenty-two women, and personally supervised its management. The king had a sharp and vigilant eye on whatever tended to increase the royal finances. In this regard he was not always over scrupulous as to his means of success. He trafficked in all the profits of the soil more than any one else in the kingdom, and in this way amassed large wealth. His intendants feared him, though they were as little scrupulous as he when there was question of increasing the revenues. Even the public women, who lived by their shame, paid to the king a stipulated sum per week; and everywhere the fiscal instrumentalities were rigidly operative. On the other hand, this king, who gathered money with such watchful care and rigorous methods, was not avaricious of his wealth when the service of the State demanded expenditure. At one period of his reign he lost heavily by war with Lubeck and its Hanseatic allies, and by the burning of the royal palace at Stockholm. He commenced anew to amass money. At another time he expended heavily in suppressing a powerful revolt, and complained that it cost him seven years of savings. He repaired his losses, and at his death left four large vaults filled with silver, and magazines abundantly provided with precious merchandise. Thus he was able to leave to his successors a well-filled treasury and a well-organized army of nearly sixteen thousand men. For the last twenty years of his reign the kingdom was undisturbed by revolt. He was a man of strong personality, one of the ablest of the European monarchs of the sixteenth century; and the history of his reign is, in a remarkable degree, the history of the Swedish nation from the day of his ascent to the throne to the hour of his death.

    We have given this somewhat extended resume of the career and administrative efforts of the first Vasa king of Sweden, because he was the near ancestor of him whose history is the principal object of this book, and because the Sweden which he did so much to create and consolidate as a nation was the Sweden which Gustavus Adolphus had behind him in his remarkable career as warrior, king, and statesman. Compared with the great Protestant liberator, this Vasa may not have been equal to his immortal grandson in the force of heroic sentiment, in the gifts and accomplishments of the warrior; but in balanced common sense, self-possession, executive capacity, and tenacity of grip, he may have been quite the equal of him whose renown was won on a larger sphere of action, and who perished on the bloody field of Lutzen.

    Gustavus Vasa had four sons, Erik, John, Magnus, and Charles. Prior to his death the two oldest had given decided indications that they could not be trusted to walk in the footsteps of their illustrious parent, and possessed qualities and tendencies of character which would be likely to give more or less trouble to the kingdom. Gustavus had been thrice married, and Erik was the only son of his first queen, Catharine of Saxe-Lauenburg. Early had he caused his father much anxiety by his excitable and capricious conduct, manifesting at times a condition of mind bordering on insanity. Knowing, thus, the unreliability and violence of Erik, the father had sought to protect the other sons against their eldest brother’s abuse of power, and by his will left them certain hereditary rights over parts of the kingdom. To John, whose restless and turbulent characteristics also early showed themselves, he gave Finland as duchy, Ostrogoth land to Magnus, and another duchy to Charles, who was then but a child of ten years. Before his reign began, Erik had commenced to make him conspicuous by his ambitious and eccentric scheme of obtaining in marriage the hand of Elizabeth of England, whose coquetry with foreign princes is historically as well known as her astuteness in politics and diplomacy, with which the first was so closely blended that the dividing line is not always plain. Before the death of his father, Erik had begun the preliminaries of this royal marriage scheme, and was about to leave Sweden on a voyage to England to see if he could win his way to the plighted faith of England’s queen. He had fitted out a large fleet at great expense, and numerous attendants had been assigned him, in order that he might make an appearance corresponding to the brilliant and gallant mission on which he was about to embark. He was reviewing his ships and men at Elfsborg, a western port of Sweden, when he received the intelligence of the death of King Gustavus. He at once disbanded his troops, hastened back to Stockholm, and was speedily proclaimed king, then at the age of twenty-seven, handsome in person, graceful, accomplished, speaking and writing several languages, musician, poet, and painter. At the commencement of his reign, he sought to conciliate the nobility, showing thus a change of the policy of his father, who had aimed, during his long and successful rule, to make the nobles and church prelates know their place. His coronation was celebrated at Upsala, June 29, 1561, with magnificence until then unknown in Sweden. After he had received the homages and the oath of the dukes, he named counts and barons, in order to diminish the distance between the first and the nobility, and because he deemed it necessary “that there should be hereditary dignities in a hereditary kingdom.” A friendly language served at first to veil the mis-intelligence which really existed between the royal brothers, particularly Erik and John. The first letter which the former received from the latter, written the next day after the death of the father, contained complaints as to the terms of the testamentary will which Gustavus had left, by which he had sought, as much as possible, to prevent disputes and quarrels among the brothers. The evidences of jealousy and disagreement between Erik and John rapidly increased, and were soon to result in a collision of violence and bloodshed. John had sought and obtained in marriage, Catharine Jagellonica, sister of Sigismund II, King of Poland, to which Erik had assented, then had changed his mind when it was too late to prevent it. John claimed more authority in Finland, than Erik deemed him legally entitled to, and differed with the latter as to the steps to be taken in Livonia, and the policy in respect to Poland. On return to Finland, with his wife, John was bitterly reproached for having allied himself to the enemies of Sweden, and ordered to Stockholm to give an account of his conduct. Instead of complying with this order, John imprisoned the envoys of the king, stimulated the Finlanders to revolt, and sought the alliance of Poland and Prussia. He was accused by Erik of exciting insurrection against the royal authority, and condemned to death by the Swedish States, which had been convoked for that purpose, only a small part of which attended. The rigor of the sentence against the offending duke was mitigated by recourse to the king’s merciful consideration. John, receiving no foreign support, was obliged to surrender at discretion. Taken to Stockholm, he was overwhelmed with reproaches by the despotic minister of the king, Goran Pehrsson, and the Duchess Catharine was offered a palace and sufficient revenue if she would separate from her husband. Her only answer to the base proposal was to show her ring, on which was engraved “Nothing except death” and she followed Duke John to his prison in the castle of Gripsholm. The apartment assigned them, well-lighted, looking out on a fine view of Lake Malar, was ornamented according to the taste of the times. That room is kept to this day, and shown to visitors and tourists, where John and his faithful wife passed four years of captivity. Erik took care that his brother should not be treated cruelly in his confinement, and sent him books of religion and of the classic authors, — a course of treatment which John was not to reciprocate when it came his turn to shut up Erik in another room of the same castle. In the mean time Erik’s marriage ambitions had not been abandoned. As soon as his splendid Upsala coronation was over, he again put in activity his brilliant and costly preparations to gain the hand of the English queen, to whom he again sent his ambassador, Nils Gyllenierna, chancellor of the kingdom, who bore costly presents, —chests filled with gold and silver, strings of costly pearls, boxes of precious jewels, valuable furs, eighteen fine horses, and strange and rare animals for exhibitions and public games, with which to amuse the people. Besides these rare and costly gifts, Erik instructed his ambassador to use a liberal sum of money with which to bribe the English councilors of state, and to have Leicester, Elizabeth’s favorite, put out of the way, even should it require a heavy cash expenditure. When the English courtiers heard that the king of Sweden had embarked with a numerous fleet, and was coming to ask the hand of their proud queen, they were perplexed as to the course to take. But they might have well spared all serious thought on the matter, for Erik did not prosecute his suit far enough to secure an affirmative or negative decision. His wooing had other directions to take. He sent a messenger to Scotland to see if Mary, whose life had the tragic ending in after-years, was as handsome as her fame had represented; while he negotiated with and sent a bridal ring to the Princess of Lorraine, and had drawn up a marriage contract with Princess Christina of Hesse, whose hand he had solicited. But the triple threads of his marriage intrigues sometimes strangely crossed each other. While his negotiations were going on with the Hessian princess, a letter had been intercepted, addressed by him to Queen Elizabeth, proffering excuses relative to the proposals he had made to Christina, and assuring Elizabeth that they were not serious. This letter fell into the hands of the family of the Hessian princess, with a consequence easily understood. In the end Erik married a servant-girl of his own country, Catharine Mansdotter, and caused her to be crowned at Stockholm with great pomp, to the keen disgust of the Swedish aristocracy. To her he was always faithful. His love for this humbly born woman was so earnest and sincere to the hour of his death that it was ascribed to sorcery. In the periods of his worst violence and sanguinary resolutions against those he regarded conspirators and enemies she alone had power to calm him, and to checkmate the malignant and cruel advice of the worst of his ministerial advisers. This marriage took place in 1567, while Erik was engaged in war against Poland and Denmark. The latter was a long and destructive struggle of seven years, brought on by the mutual fault and restless ambition of the two young kings, Erik and Frederick II., and was carried on, with great atrocities on both sides, by sea and land. The deranged and inflamed condition of the mind of the Swedish king caused him to be suspicious of his best friends. The losses of the Swedes in this war with Denmark having been great, and its successes not equal to what Erik had anticipated, he conceived the idea that he who had the chief command of the army, Nils Sture, had been guilty of treason, —a suspicion without the least foundation. He deprived this man of all his dignities, and proclaimed him a traitor. After this he took him again into favor, and sent him on an important mission. Soon after, he caused him and all the members of his family to be arrested and condemned to death for treason. In a paroxysm of excitement he finally, stabbed to death, with his own hand, Nils Sture, in the place of his confinement. He was soon after smitten with the keenest remorse. This murder of Nils Sture, of an illustrious name, in his early prime, with its attending incidents and circumstances, made an indelible episode in Swedish annals, which has become classic in Swedish art and literature. About this time Duke Magnus, the third son of Gustavus Vasa, became insane by being forced to sign the death warrant of his brother John, and for the remainder of his life had to be retained in confinement. But the career of Erik now brought things to a decisive crisis. The country was in a state of turmoil and anxiety. The well-filled treasury which Gustavus had left the nation at his death had been emptied by the wild extravagances of Erik; a large number of persons had been condemned to death for political reasons, and the future promised no improvement. Duke John now made his escape from the fate which Erik and his evil advisers had resolved to mete out to him; and he and Charles took up arms, and demanded of their royal brother that he should give up to them his corrupt and brutal favorite, Goran Pehrsson, who was known to be the adviser of the king in all his cruel transactions. So strong was the spirit of revolt against the general misrule that John and Charles marched successfully to Stockholm, and took possession of all approaches to the palace, where Erik had shut himself, with his children and attendants. Goran Pehrsson was seized by the king’s own guards, and delivered to the dukes. After a brief trial and horrible tortures the favorite was put to death. Hearing of the fate of his favorite minister, Erik surrendered to his brothers, who ordered him to be brought to trial before the assembled States of the kingdom. The Swedish States pronounced against him, declaring that he had forfeited the crown for himself and his children, and condemned him to perpetual confinement, coupled with the stipulation that he should have the attendance and consideration due to a royal prisoner. John, who was now to take the place of Erik as king, had not the excuse of insanity for his want of humanity, justice, and good faith, and did not carry out the orders of the States in what regarded his elder brother’s treatment in confinement; in this respect falling far short of what Erik’s conduct towards him had been in like circumstances. Although John spared the brother’s life for the present, he allowed him to be tortured most cruelly by his keepers, who repeatedly beat and wounded him in a brutal manner. The room in the Gripsholm Castle where he was confined was a miserable dungeon compared with the sumptuous apartment where Erik had kept John during his four years of imprisonment. John and Charles had acted united in deposing their brother, and they received together the oath of the Swedish people. It was believed that they had agreed to reign simultaneously. Nevertheless, on his arrival at Stockholm John was saluted as king by the Senate, and he wrote his sisters that he had come to reign over Sweden. His attitude and movements, whatever may have been his previous promises to his brother, quickly showed that he intended to maintain his right and authority as sole sovereign. While Charles concealed not his discontent, he regarded it necessary for the time to sacrifice his pretensions. Though he did not share with his brother the title of king, events were to prove that he not only governed in his duchy, but his influence extended over much of the kingdom. John’s weakness of character, his restless ambition, and unsteady and vacillating mind, were soon made manifest in his acts and policy. His first effort was to attach to himself the families to whose assistance he more or less was indebted for his elevation to the throne. The Senate, in the act of allegiance, reports the promise of the king to give the nobility “the privileges which it desired and demanded a long time since.” Consequently, two days before the coronation of John, July, 1569, appeared the ordinance which made an epoch in the annals of the Swedish nobility, in that it confirmed its ancient prerogatives, and contained new concessions. At the commencement of his reign Erik had greatly favored the nobility; in the last years of his rule he was called the peasant’s king and the enemy of the nobles, and there is little doubt that it was owing to this fact that the latter class so generally co-operated to his dethronement. John was resolved to amend in this regard, hoping to make the nobles important supporters to his royal authority, thus radically deviating from the settled policy of his father. But John’s incompetency for successful rule soon evinced itself in various ways. His reign of twenty four years was unfortunate for Sweden in nearly all respects. The finances, the army and navy, and other important interests, were neglected or badly managed. Expensive wars were carried on against Russia and Poland, chiefly to maintain his son’s claims to the throne of the latter country. Hostilities with Denmark were brought to conclusion by onerous conditions. That which left the most ineffaceable stain on the personal character of John was his treatment of his brother Erik, after the latter was, by his dethronement and incarceration, completely in the power of the former. During the eight years Erik was allowed to live after his fall in 1569, on various pretences he was carried from one place of confinement to another, for which the chief reason assigned was, that his presence had operated as a focus and stimulant of revolt. He was always under the guardianship of men who had formerly been his enemies, or were known for their brutality of character. The ferocious Olaf Gustafsson engaged in a bodily struggle with the royal prisoner, then broke his arm with a pistol ball and left him bathed in blood.

    In a letter which he addressed to King John, dated March 1, 1569, Erik said, —

    “God knows the inhumanity with which they have made me suffer hunger, cold, infected air, darkness, blows of the club and of the sword. I cannot believe that my brother has knowledge of these barbarous treatments. Seek to deliver me from this miserable condition. I submit to exile. The world is large enough to afford a sufficient distance between us to deaden a brother’s hatred.”

    But there were diverse testimonies of his sufferings which spoke more loudly than what he wrote. His menaces, his exasperation, his reiterated attempts to escape, were regarded sufficient to give occasion to the cruelties of which he was the object. In his calmer moments he occupied himself in reading, music, and writing, when his keepers would allow him to do so. He wrote his defense on the margins of his books, with charcoal dust saturated with water, instead of ink. Finally the Senate, at John’s instigation, resolved to put an end to Erik’s life. The decision was unanimous, and has the date of March 10, 1575. The document bearing this decree of death was kept secret; and its import was, that, “if they could not keep Erik in subjection in prison, where he showed himself wicked and intractable, it was necessary to get rid of him by some efficacious means, for that was contrary neither to the divine nor human law; . . . . that it was more proper, and more in the spirit of Christianity, that one alone should suffer than many.” This death-sentence was signed by the temporal -lords, church prelates, and pastors, of which the Senate, or Council of State, was composed. Yet that decision was not carried into effect until two years had passed, and then it was executed by the secretary of King John at the express order of his master. The name of this secretary was John Henriksson, who has sent with a letter, written by the king’s own hand, to the locality where Erik was confined; in which the commander of the prison, Erik Anderson, was directed to administer to the prisoner a sufficient dose of opium or arsenic to kill in a few hours. If he would not drink the brewage, they must confine him to a chair, and open the veins of his arms and feet, and allow him to bleed until death should result. If he offered effective resistance to the last method of murder, they should force him on a bed, and strangle him with bolsters and pillows. John gave special orders, however, that, before his royal victim suffered death, he should properly receive the Holy Communion. The commander of the prison having hesitated to accept the fearful charge given him by his king, Henriksson, the royal secretary, undertook the cruel task. The poison was prepared by Philip Kern, valet de chamber and surgeon of King John; and the secretary forced Erik to take it in a dish of pea-soup. After many hours of suffering, Erik died in the night of Feb. 26, 1577. These sufferings and tragic end of the eldest son of Gustavus Vasa by the direct action of King John throw a strange light on the character of the latter, as well as on the times in which these events took place; while the different conduct of the two brothers towards each other in their periods of imprisonment reveal a lower type of human nature in the second than in the elder brother. 

    But that which probably did the most to finally render it impracticable for John to rule the Swedish people, and to compel him to abandon the throne, was his attempt to restore the Catholic religion in his kingdom. To this he was led by his restless ambition and vacillation of character, and by the influence which his Catholic queen, Catharine Jagellonica, had exerted over him. She had faithfully shared with him his four years of imprisonment, during which John had earnestly devoted himself to study. This Polish princess knew how to render her influence over him effective in leading him to renounce Protestantism and to make use of the royal power for the re-establishment of Catholicism in Sweden; and so long as she lived he labored to that end. To accomplish his purpose in this regard he at first resorted to duplicity. Jesuits were solicited and secured to come and lecture in Stockholm, while they were expressly ordered to conceal their religion, and even to speak nominally in defense of the Lutherans. The man who chanced then to be upon the papal throne, Gregory XIII., would not approve such duplicity, but strongly censured this conduct of the disciples of Loyola, and insisted that the king should have the courage of his convictions, and openly proclaim his adhesion to the Church of Rome. John had prepared a liturgy with a view of reconciling the new with the old faith, a kind of amalgam of Catholicism and Lutheranism, which was to operate to the ultimate fatality of the latter. This liturgy of John was called the Red Book, and had been severely condemned by the papal authority. The king’s determination to enforce this form of prayer on his subjects caused great discontent in the kingdom. The Pope’s strong disapproval of John’s weakness and unscrupulous means for the accomplishment of his aims, and the death of his Polish queen, tended to change his Catholic views and purposes; though for a time he insisted the more strongly on the adoption of his liturgy, punishing all preachers who opposed its adoption. In 1585 he married Gunilla Bjelke, a girl of sixteen, the daughter of an influential member of the State Council. The relatives of his young wife were zealous Lutherans, to whose influence John gradually yielded, and soon abandoned the Catholic party and all the schemes which he had himself previously advocated so earnestly in its behalf. At the same time inconstant and obstinate, feeble and violent, holding extravagant ideas of his own dignity and of the sacredness of the royal power, yet, through his susceptible vanity, he allowed himself to be greatly influenced by those immediately around him. The Jesuits were now banished from the kingdom, their college at Stockholm broken up, and the professorships given to their adversaries. Royal ordinances menaced with banishment those who had embraced the Catholic faith, and the church of that communion at Stockholm was closed. After his marriage with Gunilla Bjelke he more and more identified himself with the leading Swedish nobles; and, to strengthen himself more in this direction, he established new privileges of nobility, and granted estates and manorial rights, in connection with title of count and baron, which had not been before conceded to them. But the rule of this proud, ambitious, and vacillating king approached its end. His hold on the country grew more and more uncertain: his embarrassments and perplexities constantly increased. In 1587 Sigismund, his only son by his first wife, Catharine Jagellonica, was elected by the magnates of Poland to the vacant throne of that kingdom. This young prince was received by the Poles with every mark of honor and esteem; but the cares of government, and the independent spirit of the nobles, made him regret his assumption of the Polish crown and separation of himself from his family. King John also longed for his son’s return. In 1589 the father and son had a meeting, at which it was agreed between them that they would both renounce all claim to the Polish crown, and that Sigismund should return to Sweden as soon as his resignation had been accepted by the Polish magnates. This plan, however, met with strong opposition from the councilors and officials of the Swedish king; so that the royal father and son were under the necessity of returning to their respective capitals. John was enraged with the leading members of his own council, those high dignitaries whom he had thought to bind to himself by excessive honors and privileges, and required that they should defend themselves against the charge of treason. These persons, against whom the king now vented his rage, were deprived of their land-tenures and dignities, and kept in close confinement for years, until, feeling his death was near, he released them. In the autumn of 1592 John died at the royal palace in Stockholm, having been upon the throne twenty-four years. Unwise and disastrous as had been his rule, and weak and inconstant as was his character, he was regarded as a learned man in his time. He was said to speak German, English, Italian, and Polish, in addition to his native tongue, to understand French, was not a stranger to Greek, and was so well versed in Latin, that, without preparation, he made long discourses in that language to foreign ambassadors. The two brothers, Erik and John, during their thirty-two years of reign, had undone a large amount of the effective work which their father had accomplished for the country. But power was now passing rapidly into the hands of him who possessed in a large degree the strength of character, and capacity to govern, which Gustavus Vasa had shown during his long and successful reign. It is true, Charles did not ascend the throne for some years after the death of John, whose son Sigismund had become the legal heir to the crown during the lifetime of his father, and with the assent of Charles, who waived his claim in favor of his nephew. Nevertheless, a large degree of influence had fallen into the hands of Charles prior to the death of John, and continued to be exerted in the affairs of Sweden during the few years that Sigismund occupied the throne. In his last years, feeling the need of support in his troubles, John had become reconciled to Charles, and entrusted to him a large degree of power. Charles, knowing Sigismund to be a devoted Catholic, and foreseeing the course his nephew would be likely to pursue in respect to religious questions, resolved to arrange the government of the Swedish church before the new king: should arrive from Poland, where he was the ruling sovereign. Both from conviction and policy Charles was a confirmed Lutheran, and so had proved himself through years of theological controversies and troubles which had taken place under the reign of John. At a meeting of the clergy and representatives of the other orders of the kingdom, held at Upsala in 1593, after long and heated discussions, the Lutheran confession of faith, identical with that adopted by the German Protestants at Augsburg, became the established religion of Sweden. The clerical and lay members of this important assemblage promised to give their blood and their life, if necessary, to maintain their faith at all hazards; uniting earnestly with the president in the words with which he closed his address, declaring, “Now Sweden is as one man, and we all have one God.”
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