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INTRODUCTION


Kent’s position has proven to be both an advantage and a disadvantage, a blessing and a curse. When the rest of the country is experiencing foul English weather, the southern tip of Kent, a mere 21 miles from France, can find itself basking in the warmer climate normally associated with the Continent. The people of Kent can, easily and cheaply, take a quick trip over to France whenever they feel like soaking up some French culture and then return home laden with as much cheese and wine and as many baguettes as they can manage. In fact, many of the people who live in the Folkestone and Dover areas find it is easier, cheaper and far more enjoyable to pop over to France than to travel up to London. There must be few in Liverpool, Birmingham or Edinburgh who do not envy their southern cousins who can get out of bed on a fine summer morning, make their way down to the ferry and, a cup of coffee and a stroll around the deck later, arrive in Calais in time for a splendid Gallic lunch. For those who are really in a hurry and prefer to eschew the more leisurely crossing, there is now the Shuttle. Once all the passport and check-in procedures have been completed, a traveller, with his car-load of passengers, can be on French soil within 35 minutes and driving on (dare I say it?) the wrong side of the road, happily on his way to any destination in Europe or even beyond. And anyone who fancies a spot of Continental shopping but doesn’t want to take the car can now jump on a Eurostar train at Ebbsfleet International or Ashford International, indulge in some ‘retail therapy’ on the Champs Elysées and be back home in time to put their feet up and watch Coronation Street.
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And it works the other way round, too. The towns along and just a few miles inland from the Kent coast frequently enjoy Continental fare at the French, Belgian and even Italian markets that have made their appearance there in recent years. In December, German Christmas markets introduce shoppers in Canterbury’s main thoroughfare to the delights of glühwein, meaty German sausages (with or without sauerkraut), Black Forest cuckoo clocks and skilfully carved wooden toys. And in the background a sound system plays Christmas carols in English and German, adding a Continental flavour to the festive atmosphere and making the whole event a delightful experience. By contrast, the sight of people enjoying their moules marinières and bottle of perfectly chilled Sauvignon Blanc on the pavement outside a café on a sunny day in June could hardly fail to make a visitor from Paris or Bordeaux feel very much at home.


All this of course is wonderful but there is another side to the story. The proximity of Continental Europe means that, historically, the county has more than once found itself on the actual or potential invasion frontline. When belligerent ‘Johnny Foreigner’ on the other side of the Channel took it into his head to visit these isles uninvited with the clear intention of overstaying his welcome, it was Kent that had to prepare for whatever the enemy was preparing to throw at us. Emperor Claudius’s Roman legions landed in Kent; the Spanish Armada would have done so in 1588 if the English had not scattered many of their galleons with fire-ships as they lay off the coast at Calais; Napoleon made his (thankfully abortive) plans for invasion between 1803 and 1805 and of course Hitler, had it not been for the brave lads of the RAF, would have sent his divisions rampaging through the orchards of Kent as part of his invasion plan. As it was, the Battle of Britain was fought in the skies above Kent in 1940 and the Luftwaffe was given a bloody nose and sent back to its bases in occupied Europe to reconsider its options. Operation Sea Lion, the Führer’s code name for the invasion of Britain, had to be abandoned.


It would be pointless and in fact totally wrong to claim that out of all English counties Kent is unique in having a personality of its own. All areas of the British Isles have characteristics which set them apart from the others: Lancashire is very different from Devon; Yorkshire is certainly not Hampshire and the far North-East in dialect, food and social history is very different from the stock-broker belts of Surrey and Buckinghamshire. But what we can say without fear of serious contradiction is that those aspects of Kent’s history, charm and individualism that make it what it is owe a great deal to its contact with the Continent and, in particular, with France.


When he was returning to London after giving the inhabitants of Dover a drubbing, William the Conqueror was confronted by a raggle-taggle army of Kentish peasants and was forced to consider the possibility that another bout of killing and pillaging would perhaps not be the best policy. The stroppy natives agreed to recognise William as their monarch but only if they could retain a certain amount of independence and preserve their age-old customs. William agreed and, according to tradition, the compromise is the origin of the county’s motto Invicta, (unconquered). And this proud boast is preserved in the symbol of Kent, the prancing untamed white horse, which is thought to have been introduced into Kent by the fifth century Jutish invaders Hengist and Horsa.


MAN OF KENT OR KENTISH MAN?


There is a long-standing tradition in Kent that everyone born in the county falls into one of two categories. Those born west of the River Medway, running north–south through Maidstone, are known as Kentish Men (or Maids) and those born on the eastern side are Men (or Maids) of Kent. If you were born outside the county, no matter how long you have lived there, you are never more than just a foreigner.
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A RAMBLE AROUND


THE COUNTY


JUST FOR STARTERS


Kent takes its name from the ancient Britons who occupied the country before the arrival of the Romans. In their Celtic language the word canto meant ‘edge’ (modern Welsh still has cant for border or rim) and so presumably they thought of what came to be Kent as the edge of the known world. Julius Caesar, writing in 51 BC, referred to the area as Cantium, the home of the Cantiaci people. The city of Canterbury takes its name from the same origin and the Coat of Arms for the Kent County Council refers to the county as Cantia.


THE BASICS


Kent occupies the extreme south-eastern tip of England and is surrounded on three sides by water: to the north by the Thames and the North Sea; to the south-east by the Dover Strait and to the south by the English Channel.


Its length from east to west (maximum) is 65 miles and the distance from north to south at its maximum measures 35 miles. Its total area is 1,442 square miles and it is the tenth largest county in the country.


Kent’s population is just under 2 million.


There are more castles in Kent than in any other county in England.


Faversham has just under 500 listed buildings


SOME ILLUSTRIOUS VISITORS & RESIDENTS


Marcel Duchamp, the Dadaist artist most renowned for his ‘ready-mades’, visited Kent twice. His first visit was to Herne Bay in 1913, and his second to Folkestone in 1933 as a member of the French national chess team, but unfortunately he lost most of his games. His performance caused him to say ‘not all artists are chess-players, but all chess-players are artists.’ The competition was held in the Leas Cliff Hall and the winners were a team from America.


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart visited Bourne Park House near Canterbury in 1765.


Benjamin Franklin (1706–90), the American statesman, scientist and general polymath, visited Tenterden in 1783.


Mahatma Gandhi visited Canterbury in 1931.


Queen Victoria was a frequent visitor to Kent.


Agatha Christie was a frequent visitor to The Grand, a hotel on The Leas coastal walk in Folkestone.


Peter the Great, Tsar of Russia from 1682 to 1725, had a burning ambition: he wanted to Westernise Russia and as part of his grand plan he set about creating a navy to equal any of those possessed by the European powers of the day.


In May 1698 he turned up at Deptford, then part of Kent, with a huge entourage, intending to study the art of ship-building for himself. He was offered the house of a certain John Evelyn, a noted landowner, gardener and diarist, as accommodation during his sojourn – but John Evelyn lived to rue the day he had been moved by such feelings of welcoming generosity. He had spent a great deal of time, energy and money creating a palatial home with magnificent gardens, but it appears that his royal guests had little respect for other people’s property. When they left the house was in a dreadful state; most of the furniture had been destroyed, the carpets had been ruined and the beautiful gardens had been laid waste. At today’s value, the cost of repairs was something in the region of £20,000
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Oast houses such as these are synonymous with Kent and much loved by calendar publishers.


King Edward VII liked Kent and spent a lot of time in Folkestone which he used as a bolt-hole for discreet meetings with his mistress.


Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, co-authors of The Communist Manifesto (1848), made at least nine visits to Ramsgate.


Mary Shelley (1797–1851), the well-known author of the Gothic novel Frankenstein, left London in 1832 and took up temporary lodgings in Sandgate near Folkestone. Her stay in the town was occasioned by the outbreak of cholera in the capital.


Marlon Brando, Hollywood actor and star of The Godfather was a real-life godfather to a boy in the tiny village of Selling near Faversham. The actor visited the village several times in the 1980s as he had fallen in love with the place on an earlier visit.


The writer H.G. Wells built and lived in Spade House in Folkestone between 1901 and 1909. It is now an old folks’ home. H.G. Wells also has a crater named after him on the dark side of the moon.


Sir Francis Drake, renowned for his exploits against the Spanish in the sixteenth century, learned his seamanship in the River Medway. Although a Cornishman by birth, his family lived in Kent for a while and young Francis spent many hours messing about on the river.


The Post-Impressionist painter van Gogh taught French at a school in Ramsgate (actually at 6 Royal Road) for a few months in 1876.


William Willett (1856–1915), who lived most of his life in Chislehurst, was responsible for dreaming up the idea of British Summer Time. He is commemorated by a sundial set up in his honour in Petts Wood.


George Orwell (1903–50) spent time with the hop-pickers near Paddock Wood in 1931. He wanted to experience at first hand the privations of the working man (and woman) during the Great Depression. He was able to draw on his experiences in his novel A Clergyman’s Daughter.


John Donne (1572–1631), leading light among the Metaphysical Poets, was Rector of St Nicholas’s Church, Sevenoaks, from 1616 until his death.


The novelist Joseph Conrad lived in a house called Oswald’s in Bishopsbourne, Canterbury. The house is still standing today. The village hall is called Conrad Hall in the writer’s honour.


Then known as Audrey Ruston, the film-star Audrey Hepburn lived at Orchard Cottage, Duck Street, Elham near Canterbury from 1935 to 1940. She attended two schools, one on the village square and the other near Elham Manor. Orchard Cottage can still be seen today, but it has changed its name to Five Bells.
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Audrey Hepburn’s temporary Elham home.


Other erstwhile notable residents of Elham were the former Prime Minister Anthony Eden and the actress Katie Johnson. She is remembered mainly for her role as Mrs Wilberforce in the Ealing comedy The Ladykillers, which also starred Sir Alec Guinness.


KENTISH CURIOS


The ornately carved wooden desk behind which the President of the United States sits in the Oval Office of the White House has direct links with Kent. The timber used in its construction came from a ship called the Resolute, built in Chatham dockyard, after it was decommissioned and broken up in 1879. Even today it is officially referred to as ‘the Resolute desk’.


There is a street in Sandwich named ‘No Name Street’.


Kent is to get its own Little Mermaid. As part of Folkestone’s Triennial Arts Festival in 2011 the harbour will acquire its own version of the famous statue situated just outside Copenhagen harbour.


The TV personality Bob Holness, who was brought up in Ashford, played James Bond several years before Sean Connery. In 1956 he assumed the role in a South African radio adaptation of Moonraker.


The tiny but picturesque village of Pluckley is supposed to be the most haunted village in Britain. Depending on who is speaking, the village has between twelve and sixteen spooks that make their appearances at fairly regular intervals.
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Right on Pluckley’s village square this fourteenth-century inn is reputedly the most haunted in Kent.
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Folkestone’s cannon ball.


Pluckley was also the setting for the TV series The Darling Buds of May starring David Jason, Pam Ferris and Catherine Zeta-Jones.


The village of Coxheath near Maidstone hosts an annual custard pie-throwing contest in aid of charity. The event was first held in 1967.


There is a cannon ball mounted on a piece of rock in the centre of Folkestone and the accompanying plaque reads: ‘This cannon ball, fired by the English during the siege of Boulogne in 1544 has been returned to us by the people of Boulogne as a gesture of the friendship now existing between us.’ Interestingly the cannon ball is made of Kent ragstone rather than iron. Ragstone was frequently used to make cannon balls until the reign of Henry VIII.


One of Ashford’s claims to fame is that its inhabitants were the first in Britain to see white road markings. The white lines were painted on the Ashford section of the Folkestone–London road in 1914.


The highest temperature ever recorded in Britain was 38.5°C (101.3°F) in Brogdale, a hamlet near Faversham on 10 August 2003.


St Mary’s Church on Romney Marsh is the last resting place of E. Nesbit who wrote The Railway Children.


Horatia, Lord Nelson’s daughter, was married to the vicar of St Mildred’s Church, Tenterden.


Maidstone Council’s coat of arms features a dinosaur, commemorating the discovery of an iguanodon fossil in a quarry near Maidstone in 1834.


HMS Victory, Nelson’s flagship at the Battle of Trafalgar (1805) and now permanently exhibited in Portsmouth, was built in Chatham dockyard and launched in 1765. It was also at Chatham that Nelson began his naval career.


Only one of the ‘seven oaks’ of Sevenoaks survived the great storm of 1987. Strangely, the six that were destroyed by the hurricane-force winds were replaced by seven saplings so that Sevenoaks now has eight!


In 1909 Short Brothers built the world’s first aircraft factory at Muswell Manor on the Isle of Sheppey. It was here that John Brabazon, also in 1909, became the first Briton to achieve powered flight. He flew a magnificent 500ft. The Short Brothers factory was moved to Belfast in 1945.


The author Charles Dickens was almost killed in a train crash near Staplehurst on 9 June 1865.


King’s School, Canterbury, was founded in AD 597 by St Augustine and is therefore almost 1,000 years older than Eton.


Samuel Plimsoll, who thought of and designed the Plimsoll line, died in Folkestone in 1898.
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St Mary’s Church on Romney Marsh.


Deptford, Greenwich, Woolwich, Lee, Eltham, Charlton, Kidbrooke and Lewisham were all part of Kent until 1889 when they became part of London County. This then, in 1965, became Greater London.


According to Kent folklore when storms lash the coast around Dungeness witches put to sea in eggshells.


In the village of Finglesham, near Deal, there is a signpost directing travellers to a village and town called respectively Ham and Sandwich.


The same village features in an old Kentish expression. In the days when unmarried co-habiting couples were said to ‘live in sin’ they were described in Kent as having ‘got married in Finglesham church.’ There is no church in Finglesham.
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A signpost for hungry travellers?


In 1947, when the Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch railway reopened after the Second World War, the ceremonial ribbon was cut by the cinema celebs of the day – none other than Laurel and Hardy.


The nineteenth-century novelist Thomas Hardy was assistant architect to Arthur Blomfield when he designed the building of Dartford Grammar School.


The author Sir William Golding taught at Maidstone Grammar School from 1938 to 1940. In 1970 he was proposed as a candidate for the position of Chancellor of Kent University at Canterbury but was pipped to the post by the Liberal politician Jo Grimond.


Eliot College, part of the University of Kent at Canterbury, was named after T.S. Eliot who died on 4 January 1965, the date of the official opening of the university.


Kent has a nominal border with France under the Channel and half-way through the tunnel.


The medical condition now universally known as OHS (Obesity Hypoventilation Syndrome) used to be called the Pickwickian Syndrome. Patients suffering from this condition have difficulty in breathing when asleep, largely because of their excess weight. The condition was described fully by Dickens in his first novel Pickwick Papers, which is set in Kent.


The oldest lych-gate in the country is thought to be that of St George’s Church, Beckenham. It dates from the thirteenth century.


Bluewater shopping mall near Dartford attracts more than 27 million shoppers every year. The nearby lakes, however, have nothing to do with the mall’s name which is taken from Blue Circle, a construction company, and Sheerwater, a development company.


An old nickname for anyone from Kent was ‘Kentish Long-Tail’. The origin of the name was the widely held belief in medieval Europe that all Englishmen had tails.
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On Romney Marsh the shepherds are known as ‘lookers’ and the nineteenth century smugglers were called ‘owlers’.


Sir Freddie Laker, the man who introduced cut-price air fares, was born in Canterbury in 1922.


Rochester is one of only three cities in the UK to lose their ‘city’ status and be demoted back to ‘town’. The other two are Perth and Elgin in Scotland.


Dr Richard Beeching, the man responsible for closing down 6,000 miles of rail track in Britain in the 1960s, was born in Sheerness and educated at Maidstone Grammar School.


The stretch of water between Kent and the Continent is known in English as ‘The English Channel’. The French call it La Manche which literally means ‘the sleeve’.


The first international beauty contest was held at the Pier Hippodrome in Folkestone on 14 August 1908. The contest was won by Nellie Jarman, the daughter of a shop-keeper in East Molesey, Surrey. Her prize was a Spencer piano.


Vigo, a village near Gravesend, was built on the site of a disused army camp after World War II. It takes its name from a pub on the main road which commemorates the Battle of Vigo Bay, Spain, where the British Admiral George Rooke attacked and plundered the Spanish treasure fleet on 23 October 1702.


There is a plaque in Maidstone town centre which commemorates former mayor Andrew Broughton who, in 1648, read out the death warrant at the execution of King Charles I. The plaque refers to him as ‘Mayor and Regicide’.


SOME ROYAL CONNECTIONS


Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn spent their honeymoon in Eastchurch near Sheerness.


Prince Edward, the Duke of Kent, is currently 27th in line to the throne. He is the Queen’s cousin and the grandson of King George V. His appointments include: Chancellor of the University of Surrey; Grand Master of the United Lodge of England and First Grand Principal of the Supreme Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons of England. He is also 13th in line to the throne of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha.
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Prince Michael of Kent, the duke’s brother, is named after the Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich Romanov, the younger brother of Tsar Nicholas II of Russia. Prince Michael has always been deeply interested in his Russian ancestry and qualified as a Russian interpreter at the Defence (formerly Army) School of Languages, Beaconsfield, when he was serving in the army. He is also Patron of the Chartered Institute of Linguists.


Henry IV (r. 1399–1413) is buried in Canterbury Cathedral. The only other English monarch who is not buried in London is Stephen, the last Norman King of England (r. 1135–41). He died in Dover and is buried in Faversham.


ROYALS EDUCATED IN KENT


Princess Anne was educated at Benenden School.


Vice-Admiral Tim Laurence was educated at Sevenoaks School.


Diana, Princess of Wales, was educated at West Heath School, Sevenoaks.


EBBSFLEET OR EBBSFLEET?


Don’t confuse Ebbsfleet with Ebbsfleet! If you are travelling to the Continent and want to catch the Eurostar train make sure you go to the right place. There is no station at Ebbsfleet which is situated just south of Ramsgate and is where Hengist and Horsa are supposed to have landed from Germany in the fifth century. For the Eurostar train you have to go to Ebbsfleet International station which is just outside Dartford and approximately 70 miles west of Ebbsfleet.


KIT’S COTY


Although much smaller in scale, Kent does have its own version of Stonehenge. Just north of Maidstone there is a collection of stones or megaliths dating back to the Neolithic age. Known as Kit’s Coty, the site consists of several upright stones topped with a horizontal cap-stone and the whole structure is supposed to be the burial place of the ancient Briton Catigern who, with his brother Vortimer, fought Hengist and Horsa in about the year AD 455. During the battle Catigern and Horsa were killed. We do not know the whereabouts of Horsa’s body, but some believe that Catigern’s is buried beneath these stones. ‘Kit’ is taken to be an abbreviation of Catigern and ‘coty’ is an older, dialect form of ‘cote’ or ‘cottage’.


KENT IN WARTIME


The very first bomb ever to fall on British soil landed in the garden of a house in Dover on Christmas Eve, 1914. A lone German aeroplane, flown by a Lt von Prondzynski, flew over from France and the pilot lobbed a bomb over the side hoping to hit Dover Castle, probably the most symbolic target on the south coast. The bomb missed the castle by about 400 yards and landed in a private garden. Nobody was killed in the attack but the gardener at St James’s Church, who was doing a spot of pruning at the time, was blown off his feet and suffered minor cuts and bruises.


On 27 March 1945 the last V2 rocket fell on English soil. It landed in Orpington killing one woman, Mrs Ivy Millichamp.


Walter Tull, the first black officer in the British Army, was born in Folkestone 28 April 1888. He also played professional football with Tottenham Hotspur and Northampton Town.


Reculver, to the east of Herne Bay, was the site used for testing the Dam Busters’ ‘bouncing bomb’ in the Second World War.


[image: image]


A First World War tank in Ashford town centre.


There is a First World War tank on display in the centre of Ashford. It is classed as a ‘female’ tank because it only has machine guns; ‘male’ tanks had 6-pounder cannon.


During the First World War a specialist intelligence unit was set up in Folkestone. Under the command of a certain Captain Cecil Cameron it was tasked with processing information brought across the Channel from Holland and Belgium by carrier pigeon.


In 1909 the British Army formed the Kent Cyclists Battalion with its headquarters in Tonbridge. All personnel were trained marksmen and their wartime role was to help defend coastal areas in the event of war. This did not prevent their serving abroad, however, and from March 1916 to November 1919 they served in India.


ISLE OF THE DEAD?


In a book printed by William Caxton it is suggested that St Augustine drove all the snakes off the Isle of Thanet after he had put a curse on them. From that day forth the isle became a place of death for snakes. The Greek for death is ‘thanatos’ and this is thought to have given the isle its name


A less fanciful explanation could be that the isle was used as a burial ground by the early inhabitants of Kent. It is known that in Jutish times there were no fewer than six cemeteries on Thanet and so quite possibly the Jutes referred to the place as the isle of ‘thanatos’ or death


Yet another possibility is that the name has nothing to do with death. It has been suggested that the origin is the Celtic ‘teine’ (fire) and ‘arth’ (height) as it was a place used by the ancient Britons for bonfires or beacons.


MORE KENT TRIVIA


The first ever Ordnance Survey map was begun in 1795 and completed and published in 1801. It was a 1 inch map of Kent.


According to an old tradition it is possible to date fairly precisely the origin of the term ‘Garden of England’, a title frequently applied to Kent. A certain Richard Harris, Henry VIII’s fruiterer, planted a cherry tree near the village of Teynham, just outside Sittingbourne, in 1533 and the county has enjoyed the epithet ever since. In memory of this occasion the civic crest of Sittingbourne bears the image of a cherry tree laden with fruit and the town motto is ‘Known by their fruits’.


Old books about Kent will tell you that: ‘Cobham churchyard is full of Savages; Northfleet churchyard is full of Badgers; Meopham churchyard is full of Buggs.’ The Savages, Badgers and Buggs are the common surnames on the gravestones!


Folkestone boasts a ‘water-balance’ lift which takes people from The Leas down to the beach. It was built in 1885 and is one of only three in the country.


The mosaic floor in Lullingstone Roman villa dates from the fourth century and contains swastikas in its design.


The Cockney rhyming slang for ‘hands’ can be either ‘Margate sands’ or ‘Ramsgate sands’.


Former pupils of Sevenoaks School are known as ‘Old Sennockians’. However, the apparent connection between the term and the name Sevenoaks is purely coincidental. The Sennockians take their name from Sir William Sennocke, the Mayor of London who founded the school in 1432.


The playwright Samuel Beckett (1906–89), who was living in Paris at the time, crossed the Channel to get married in Folkestone Registry Office in 1961.


There is a hamlet in north Kent called Thong.


The poet and painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti died in Birchington-on-Sea on 9 April 1882 and is buried in All Saints’ Church.


The world’s biggest offshore wind farm was opened in September 2010 about 7 miles off Foreness Point, near Kingsgate, on the Isle of Thanet.


King George VI had the bright idea of reviving the ancient custom of villages identifying themselves with painted or carved signs and the people of Kent took up the idea with alacrity. Biddenden won a competition for its ‘Biddenden Maids’ sign in 1920. Now, more than 50 per cent of the villages in Kent have one.


St Ethelburga, (died 647) the daughter of Aethelbert, the first Christian King of Kent, is buried in a church in the village of Lyminge.
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The church of St Mary and St Ethelburga in Lyminge. It was founded as an abbey in AD 633 and is the burial place of St Ethelburga, Queen of Kent.


THE BIDDENDEN MAIDS


The village sign at the entrance to the picturesque village of Biddenden, near Maidstone, tells the story of Eliza and Mary Chulkhurst, conjoined twins born in the area in the year 1100. According to this tale the twins were born joined at the shoulder and hip and survived to the age of thirty-four. When one died it was suggested that the surviving sister could perhaps be separated from the deceased but she refused and also died just six hours later.


Whether or not this tale is true is difficult to say. As the twins are not even mentioned in any documents until the eighteenth century some historians maintain that the whole account is nothing more than an entertaining myth.
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Biddenden’s maids welcome visitors to the village.


VIA FRANCIGENA


Fancy a bit of a stroll? If 1,200 miles is not too off-putting you could follow the ‘Via Francigena’, the ancient road taken by archbishops from Canterbury when they needed to visit Rome on official business. First mentioned in an Italian document of the ninth century, the route was popularised by Sigeric the Serious (Archbishop of Canterbury, c. AD 950–94) who took about twelve weeks to complete the trip on foot, passing through France and Switzerland before entering northern Italy. Modern pilgrims can, and still do, make the journey, having a special passport stamped at Canterbury Cathedral before they set off.


COURTS OF PIEPOWDER


Queen Elizabeth I granted Maidstone its second charter in 1559 and one of the rights it bestowed on the people of the town was to hold Courts of Piepowder. These were special courts charged with upholding the peace on market days and at fairs and with administering summary justice to those found breaking the law. The term is derived from the Old French pieds poudrés (dusty feet), as those who fell foul of these courts tended to be vagabonds and tramps who had walked from so far afield that their shoes were covered with dirt.
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WHOSE TWIN ARE YOU?












	

Maidstone




	

Beauvais, France









	

Ashford




	

Fougères, France


Bad Münstereifel, Germany


Hopewell, USA









	

Sandgate




	

Sangatte, France









	

Deal




	

Saint-Omer, France


Vlissingen, Netherlands









	

Sandwich




	

Honfleur, France









	

Dover




	

Calais, France


Huber Heights, Ohio, USA


Split, Croatia









	

Ramsgate




	

Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, France


Chimay, Belgium


Frederikssund, Denmark









	

Margate
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