[image: background image]










[image: background image]

[image: background image]









[image: background image]

[image: background image]









[image: background image]

[image: background image]









[image: background image]

[image: background image]


Primera edición: junio de 2025© 2025, Victoria Chauvell (@spanish.with.vicky)© 2025, Penguin Random House Grupo Editorial, S. A. U.Travessera de Gràcia, 47-49. 08021 Barcelona© 2025, Marta Piedra, por las ilustracionesiStock, por la imagen del tarro de la p. 35Penguin Random House Grupo Editorial apoya la protección de la propiedad intelectual. La propiedadintelectual estimula la creatividad, defiende la diversidad en el ámbito de las ideas y el conocimiento, promueve la libre expresión y favorece una cultura viva. Gracias por comprar una edición autorizada de este libro y por respetar las leyes de propiedad intelectual al no reproducir ni distribuir ninguna parte de esta obra por ningún medio sin permiso. Al hacerlo está respaldando a los autores y permitiendo que PRHGE continúe publicando libros para todos los lectores. De conformidad con lo dispuesto en el artículo 67.3 del Real Decreto Ley 24/2021, de 2 de noviembre, PRHGE se reserva expresamente los derechos de reproducción y de uso de esta obra y de todos sus elementos mediante medios de lectura mecánica y otros medios adecuados a tal fin. Diríjase a CEDRO (Centro Españolde Derechos Reprográficos, http://www.cedro.org) si necesita reproducir algún fragmento de esta obra.En caso de necesidad, contacte con: seguridadproductos@penguinrandomhouse.comISBN: 978-84-19441-51-5Compuesto por Carol BorràsComposición digital: www.acatia.es








[image: background image]

[image: background image]


VICT

ORIA CH

STOP BEING A GUIRI ANDFINALLY LEARN ESPAÑOLCon ilustraciones deMARTA PIEDRA








[image: background image]

[image: background image]


Í

N

D

IC

E

¿NOS CONOCEMOS?4.53

LA COCINA ESTÁ CERRADA2.25

HOLA, ¿QUÉ TAL?1.11
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¡TÍA, TÍA, TÍA! 8.111
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49

VAYAPINTAS12.163

MI CASA ES UN DESASTRE13.179

VISITA MÉDICA15.205

YOUCANSPEAKSPANISH219

DE VIAJE14.191









[image: background image]

[image: background image]


8L

E

T

’

S S

T

A

RT W

I

T

H T

H

E B

AS

I

C

S

FIRSTOFALL.¿QUIÉNSOYYO?I’m Spanish  and grew up in a Spanish pueblo,  in Huesca.I’m a Spanish  teacher.I’ve spent over  15 years helping  students to  speak Spanish.I created a huge  Spanish learning  community on  social media.I studied Applied Linguistics  to Teaching Spanish.I’m a language nerd.I’ve studied multiple languages: French, English, Turkish, Russian and some German.I’m a grammar (and drama) queen and I’ll make you love it.
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Every time I say one word in Spanish, native speakers immediately switch to English.I get bored as soon as I open a traditional grammar book.I think I’m too old to learn Spanish.I’m tired of being treated like a guiri.I believe I’m not any good at languages.I think Spanish people speak too fast and I can’t understand anything they say.I like gossip and hate not being able to understand conversations.I’m sick of sounding like a robot in Spanish.MARKTHESTATEMENTSYOUAGREEWITHIf you marked more than 5 statements, then this book is for you. Are you tired of being a guiri1 and having Spaniards switch to English the moment you say your ﬁrst sentence in Spanish? Do you wonder why they do that? Maybe you’ve been studying grammar and you think you know Spanish, but you can’t follow basic conversations. Let me tell you something: What you learned in books is not what you’ll hear on the street. With this book, you’ll ﬁnally speak Spanish naturally and get natives to continue the conversation in Spanish, instead of switching to English every time you open your mouth.I’m Vicky, your Spanish teacher from Spain. After more than 15 years of teaching Spanish, I have all the tips to help you overcome the language barrier by helping you understand our crazy language and culture. 1. A Spanish word (used with much aﬀection —or maybe not so much)— to describe a foreigner, usually a tourist, who stands out due to their style, customs, or somewhat... peculiar enthusiasm. It’s like saying: “You’re not from here, but we love you anyway (even if you wear socks with sandals).”9
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LET’SGETSTARTED.¡VAMOS!
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12Hola, guapo,¿Cómo vas? ¿Qué te cuentas?¿Hablas español?Perdón, yo no  comprendo, mi español  es no muy bueno.
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GREETINGS:LOSSALUDOSImagina esto: You’re walking down a street in Spain. As you pass people, you’re hearing non stop ¡Hola! or ¿Qué tal? It sounds really welcoming but… what does each greeting really mean? Why do some people say ¿Qué pasa?, while others go for ¿Cómo estás? What are the diﬀerences? Well, amigo mío, welcome to one of the ﬁrst (and most essential) steps in learning Spanish: greetings.Whether it’s a casual Hola (hello), a cheery Buenos días (good morning), or a relaxed ¿Qué tal? (what’s up?), these phrases open  the door to a world of social nuances.There are many ways to greet someone:Hola, buenas,¿Qué tal?¿Cómo vas?¿Qué te cuentas? (informal)¿Qué es de tu vida?¡Cuánto tiempo! Long time no see!¡Cuánto tiempo sin verte!¡Dichosos los ojos!And if you’re a girly girl like me, you’ll say:¡HOLI!
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14So, what should you say according to the time of day (Buenos días, Buenas tardes,Buenas noches)? If you’re confused and can’t diﬀerentiatebetween the crazy Spanish times of day, let me give you a tip:Buenos días: from 6 am to 1:59 pm Buenas tardes: from 2 pm to 8:59 pm Buenas noches: from 9 pm to 5 amAnd if you’re still confused,just say BUENAS. This is what everyone  says all the time NOW,LET’SSEEHOWTOANSWERTHISVERYSIMPLEQUESTIONACCORDINGTOTRADITIONALGRAMMARBOOKS:—Hola, ¿qué tal?—Hola, muy bien, gracias. ¿Y tú?—Muy bien también, gracias.(They both blush and don’t know how to continue the awkward conversation.)GRAMMAR TIP
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15Has this happened to you? I’m sure your answer is yes. In Spain, most of the time Hola, ¿qué tal? is just a way to say “Hello.” Native speakers don’t expect to start a conversation with it. Look how natives do that:Hola, ¿qué tal?  Buenas, ¿cómo vas?And that’s it. No one will expect a response. You just continue on your way and everyone is happy RESPONSESACCORDING TO YOUR ESTADODEÁNIMO(MOOD):Muy bien. Very well. Genial. Awesome. Superbién. Super good. De maravilla. Wonderful.Tirando. Getting by.Ahí vamos. Hanging in there.No me puedo quejar. Can’t complain. Sin más. So-so, nothing special. Sobreviviendo. Surviving.Más o menos. Pretty much.Bueno… Well...Estaría mejor si me tocara la lotería.  It would be better if I won the lottery.Estoy fatal. I’m doing awful.Estoy de bajón. I’m sad. (slang)
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16Hombreee,  Vicky, ¿qué tal?FLUENCYFIX!Want to sound like a real Spaniard?Just use the word hombre when you bump into someone you know on the street!In Spain, hombre means “man” but not always. It’s also an expression and a way to emphasize. You can use it with men and women, because it’s just an idiom that we use to:express surpriseexpress disappointment express doubtexpress angerexpress anythingand all that depends on the intonation!
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I’m sure you’ve been asked this question a thousand times, but  how do you usually answer it? If you were to answer *Mi español  no es muy bueno, let me tell you it doesn’t sound natural, even  if it’s grammatically correct. Next time try saying:U Lo entiendo bastante, pero no lo hablo bien. I understand it quite well, but I don’t speak it very well.U No hablo muy bien el español. I don’t speak Spanish very well.U Todavía estoy aprendiendo. I’m still learning.U Hablo un poco, pero me falta ﬂuidez. I speak a little, but not ﬂuently.FLUENCYFIX!When speaking Spanish —or any language, really— the key is to sound natural. A lot of times, we try to translate things literally, but that doesn’t always work. That’s why we need to be mindful of how we use words!For example:Don’t say No soy ﬂuido when you mean “I’m not ﬂuent.” It just doesn’t sound right.Hola, ¿hablas español?
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18Instead, say: Me falta ﬂuidez, No tengo ﬂuidez, or Nohablo con ﬂuidez.And instead of No comprendo, go with No lo entiendo. It sounds way more natural!After meeting a Spanish person in Spain, the ﬁrst question will probably be:Hablas muy bien el español. ¿Cuánto hace que estás en España?And you will probably say: *Estoy en España PARA/POR 5 años. However, we don’t use these prepositions to express this in Spain. In some Latin American countries, they might say: Estoy en España por 5 años, but in Spain we say:U Llevo 5 meses en España.U Estoy en España desde hace 5 meses. U Hace 5 meses que estoy en España.  U Estoy en España desde 2020. LLEVAR  AMOUNT OF TIME    VERBO EN GERUNDIO (-ANDO/-IENDO) DESDE HACE  AMOUNT OF TIME HACE  AMOUNT OF TIME   QUE  VERBTo talk about the date:DESDE  DATE¿Y tú, cuánto tiempo llevas estudiando español? 
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19Hola, buenas, ¿cómo estás? ¡Cuánto tiempo!Bien, trabajando mucho, mucho jaleo.Totalmente, jejeje.Igualmente, a ver si nos vemos pronto.De tu parte. ¡Buen ﬁnde!Muy bien, tirando, ya ves. ¿Y tú? ¿Qué te cuentas?Eso es bueno.Pues nada, me alegro de verte.Vale, cuídate y recuerdos a María.Hi, hey there! How are you? Long time no see!Good. Working a lot, super busy.Totally, haha.Same here. Let’s try to meet up soon.Will do. Have a great weekend!That’s good.Well, I’m glad to see you.Sure. Take care. All the best, and say hi to Maria for me.Very well. Getting by, you know. And you? What’s new?Examples of SMALLTALK:
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20WHAT’STHEDIFFERENCE BETWEENPOCOANDUNPOCO?With uncountable nouns:poco has a negative connotation (-)un poco de has a positive connotation (+)Tengo poco tiempo :(  I don’t have a lot of time.Tengo un poco de tiempo :)  I have some time.GRAMMAR TIPThis indicates that your knowledge of Spanish is limited or basic.This is more positive and emphasizes that you have some knowledge of Spanish, even if you are not ﬂuent.Hablo poco español.Hablo un poco de español.
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Now you’ve learned to start and engage a conversation but, what about putting an end to it? Let’s learn how to end a conversation when you want to leave and be polite:U  Bueno, me tengo que ir corriendo.  Well, I’ve got to go. I’m in a hurry.U  Me voy, que me están esperando.  I’m oﬀ. Someone’s waiting for me.U  Te dejo, que tengo prisa.  I’ll let you go. I’m in a hurry.And my favorite:ME VOY A IR YENDO. I’m gonna get going. Yes, we use the verb IR three times.Or what my mother would say:Me voy, que tengo las lentejas en el fuego.I’m leaving because I have lentils on the stove.
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22To say goodbye, we use the verb despedirse.DON’T SAY HASTA LA VISTA.  We don’t use this expression. Don’t say it  unless you’re Arnold Schwarzenegger.Normal people (not cyborgs) say:U  Hasta luego. See you later.U  Hasta otra. See you next time.U  Hasta mañana. See you tomorrow.U  Hasta pronto. See you. U  Nos vemos. See you.U  Ya te llamaré. I’ll call you.U  Que vaya bien, cuídate. Take care. U  Me alegro de verte. Nice to see you.U  Recuerdos a tu mujer. Say hi to your wife for me. U  Hablamos pronto. Talk soon.U  Estamos en contacto. We’ll be in touch.
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Now let’s answer a very common question that I’m sure you have: ARE B AND V PRONOUNCED THE SAME?YES! The letters b and v are pronounced the same in almost all dialects. In some regions, there may be a slight diﬀerence due to regional inﬂuences or emphasis, but this is RARE and not standard.  B AND V both represent a single phoneme and their sound changes slightly depending on their position in a word or sentence. Here’s an explanation:THETWOSOUNDSOFBANDV:[b]:•  This is a plosive bilabial sound (the lips fully close, and then the sound is released).• It happens at the beginning of a word or after a pause or a nasal sound like m or n.•Examples:  boca mouth ['boka]  invierno winter  [im'bjeɾno][β]:•  This is an approximant bilabial sound (the lips come close together, but don’t fully close).• It occurs between vowels or in other positions where the sound is softer. •Examples: saber to know  [sa ˈβeɾ] avión airplane [aˈβjon]And now you can understand why you keep hearing two diﬀerent pronunciations 
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Este libro se terminó de imprimiren el mes de junio de 2025.
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