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1. Self-Portrait, ca. 1875, Oil on canvas, 36.1 x 31.7 cm, Williamstown (MA), Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute


    




    Auguste Renoir




    Renoir loved women. This simple fact is the most important thing to know about his personality and his art. According to his son Jean, the distinguished film director, Renoir “bloomed both physically and spiritually when in the company of women.” Even more than earlier European masters who had celebrated female beauty such as Titian, Rubens, Boucher and Ingres, Renoir was obsessed by the opposite sex. A glance through a catalogue raisonné of his work shows that depictions of women outnumber those of men many times over and that this ratio of women to men increased even further in later years.
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2. Lisa (Woman with a Parasol), 1867, Oil on canvas, 184 x 115 cm, Essen, Folwang Museum
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