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    “To me, life is like a window in a cell – I shall never reach the promised land.”




    — Edvard Munch
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      Edvard Munch. Photograph, c. 1902.


    




    
Biography





    1863:




    12 December: born in Løten, Norway, the second child of Laura (born Bjølstad) and Christian Munch, a doctor. There are to be three more children: Andreas, Laura, and Inger.




    1864:




    The family moves to Christiania (Oslo).




    1868:




    Mother dies of tuberculosis at the age of thirty.




    1877:




    Elder sister Sophie dies of tuberculosis at the age of sixteen.




    1879:




    Attends the Technical College in Christiania to study engineering. Produces his first sketches in May.




    1880:




    Takes up painting in earnest; studies in Christiania under Hans Olaf Heyerdahl and Christian Krohg.




    1881:




    Studies at the Royal School of Art and Design under Julius Middelthun.




    1884:




    Morning (A Servant Girl), bought by Frits Thaulow, is Munch’s first real sale. Thaulow gives him money to enable him to visit Antwerp and study in Paris; though he postpones the visit for a year because of illness. Starts an affair with Emilie Thaulow, the wife of a distant cousin.




    1885:




    First visit to Paris. Returns as ‘the first and only Impressionist of Norway’ (Krohg).




    1886:




    Member of avant-garde group ‘Christiania’s Bohemia’.




    1889:




    First solo exhibition. Gains a state scholarship and returns to Paris in October. Studies with Léon Bonnat. Drawn to Van Gogh, Gauguin, the Neo-Impressionists, and the Symbolists. Begins the compilation of The Frieze of Life. Summer at Åsgårdstrand by the sea. Sees his father for the last time, who dies in November.




    1890:




    Returns to Norway via Antwerp. Ten paintings at Autumn Exhibition, including Spring Day on Karl Johan Street. Goes back to France with a renewed scholarship; falls ill.




    1891:




    Stays in Nice to recover from illness. Returns to Christiania in May.




    1892:




    Returns to Nice for the winter. Exhibits in Christiania and is praised by Krohg. Invited to exhibit at the Association of Berlin Artists; his section closed by the organisers as it is deemed ‘scandalous’. Lives on and off in Germany for sixteen years.




    1893:




    Returns to Norway reinvigorated. Works on The Scream. Exhibits with the Berlin Secession.




    1894:




    Starts to make engravings and etchings. New style in monochrome is sharper and more precise than his painting style.




    1895:




    Returns to Norway.




    1896:




    Back in Paris; makes the acquaintance of the Nabis; exhibits his Frieze of Life paintings at the Salon des Indépendants. Designs sets for Ibsen’s Peer Gynt. The Revue Blanche publishes lithograph of The Scream. Death of brother Andreas.
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    1898:




    Meets Tulla Larsen.




    1899:




    Enters a sanatorium in Norway. The National Gallery in Christiania buys two of his pictures.




    1902:




    Exhibits twenty-eight paintings, including the Frieze of Life series, at the Berlin Secession gallery, along with Hodler and Kandinsky. Disastrous end to his relationship with Tulla Larsen.
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