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The Beauty of a Caribbean Isle




    The Dominican Republic resides in a remarkable island setting. With one window looking out to Florida and another to Puerto Rico, Dominican culture oscillates between the two Americas. Its roots are Native American and only recently has it outgrown the Hispanic culture that came with the colonial era. Today, Santo Domingo is the jewel of the Caribbean, set in crown upon crown of coral reef. Surrounded by warm, turquoise waters, the island stands out as the birthplace of the New World and proudly shows off her blue lagoons, obsequious coconut palms, fine, sandy, white beaches and luxuriant, tropical forests to entice you into heaven’s courtyard. The perfect companion for succumbing to the local charm is one of the island’s leading symbols of jealously cultivated craftsmanship: the Dominican cigar. Swirled up and swept off your feet by a bewitching dance of merengue, Santo Domingo brings you the unforgettable experience of being spellbound late into the midnight darkness.




    [image: ]


  




  

    
Dominican Swirls




    Is “swirl” highly suggestive or just a figure of speech? In any event, most Dominicans gladly call their home Cuba’s ‘twin sister” (or at least “cousin”) and refer to the entire island as Santo Domingo, after its capital, instead of Dominican Republic. Democracy is a newcomer to the Caribbean archipelago and the concept of a “republic” smacks of “wet paint,” especially on this island covering 48,469 square miles (78,000 square kilometers), of which one third belongs to Haiti, a country that is no model of political stability. So, let’s sketch out the fairly intricate history of a people, its “guests” and their impact. Perhaps the most famous is Christopher Columbus, whose first footsteps in the New World happened right here in 1492.
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      Compressed dolls in their mould.
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Smokers Since the Birth of Time




    The island’s first inhabitants were the Tainos, or “good people.” In rituals that the first Europeans found impenetrable, these copper-tan Native Americans with sparkling eyes called their island Quisqueya, the “mother of all lands.” Most of these ethnic groups came from tropical South America and gradually took to their canoes in quest of independence. Their hopes were dashed by Columbus and the conquistadors who tried to reduce them to slavery. Thus, they set aside their peaceful ways and fought mercilessly against the Spanish colonialist forces. This combat ended in a bloodbath that went down in history as the Massacre of Jaragua, with scant mention of a genocide that cost some 250,000 lives. One of King Ferdinand’s first decisions was to christen this new jewel of the Spanish Empire as the Isle of Santo Domingo. The conquistadors also discovered that tobacco was popular with the Tainos. As in Mayan civilization, tobacco was a virtual doorway to the gods and beyond. Massive doses of nicotine induced trance states. The Tainos also used it for divination and medicinal purposes, including dressings for flesh wounds. In Histoire Descriptive et Pittoresque de Saint-Domingue, an ethnologist wrote in 1850 that:
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