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    “The freest man in the world, held only to this sphere by imaginary ties.”




    — Pierre Mac Orlan
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Portrait of Pascin at Café du Dôme, Photographer unknown, Paris, 1910


    




    
Biography





    31 March 1885:




    Julius Mordecai Pincas came into the world, the seventh of nine children born to Sophie Pincas née Russo and Marcus Pincas, a rich grain merchant. Julius flees his parents’ strict household at a young age.




    March 1905:




    After studying in Budapest, Vienna, Berlin, and Bucharest, Pincas travels to Munich, where he begins to draw for Simplicissimus. His father forbids him from using the family name, ‘Pincas’. Julius suppresses his first name and rearranges the letters of Pincas, ever afterwards signing his name Pascin with an upper case ‘p’.




    24 December 1905:




    He arrives in Paris. His reputation precedes him and a veritable international delegation of painters and personalities awaits him. The École de Paris welcomes one of its future masters.




    September 1907:




    Pascin meets Hermine David, who shows him her 18th-century style miniatures painted on ivory.




    1909:




    Pascin meets the eighteen-year-old Cécile “Lucy” Vidil when she posed for him for the first time. The future wife of Norwegian painter Per Krohg later becomes Pascin’s mistress and model for a countless number of his paintings.
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    1910:




    Pascin’s paintings are exhibited at Berthe Weill’s gallery to little reception. However, his drawings are being hailed as some of the best of their time on the other side of the Rhine.




    June 1914:




    Without waiting for the First World War to begin, Pascin and his partner Hermine travel to New York via Brussels and London, eventually settling in Brooklyn. Pascin undertakes numerous trips to Texas, Florida, Cuba, and Louisiana. Like in Paris, Pascin leads a bohemian lifestyle.




    25 September 1918:




    Pascin and Hermine David marry.




    11 November 1918:




    The armistice treaty to end the First World War is signed. However, Pascin and Hermine do not feel pressed to leave the New World and its riches.




    20 September 1920:




    Pascin receives American citizenship. He and Hermine finally return to France. In Paris, he continues his former life of excess. He begins a public affair with Lucy.




    2 June 1930:




    Pascin decides, in all lucidity, to kill himself. He hangs himself from his door.
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