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    “Epigrams succeed where epics fail.”




    — Persian proverb
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      Riza-i Abbasi, Love Scene, 1610s-1620s


      




      Gouache on paper, 7.4 x 10.4 cm. The National Library of Russia, Saint Petersburg.


    




    
Chronology





    749:




    The Abbasid line of caliphs takes power from the Umayyads




    762-763:




    Foundation of Baghdad




    9th century:




    Birth of Persian language




    945:




    The Buyids take over Baghdad




    Middle of 10th century:




    Influence on Persian Art of the Fatimid patronage. Miniatures painted in brilliant colours. Naturalistic treatment of animals




    c. 1010:




    Shahnama of Firdawsi




    1055:




    The Seljuks become the new guardians of the caliphate of Baghdad




    12th century:




    Rise of manuscript production: medical treaties, books about animals




    1200:




    Khamsa of Nizami




    1206:




    Genghis Khan is recognized as supreme leader of all the Turko-Mongolian peoples.




    1220s:




    Mongol invasion led by Genghis Khan, end of the Abbasid line of caliphs




    1229:




    Ugedei is recognized as Great Khan of the whole tribal group




    1250s:




    Mongol invasion let by Hulegu Khan
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      Riza-i Abbasi, Youth Holding a Jug, 1627-1628


      




      Gouache on paper, 12.5 x 22.3 cm. Museum of Western and Oriental Art, Kiev.
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