
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Footloose 2

        

        
        
          footloose

        

        
        
          Christha Barnard

        

        
          Published by Christha Barnard, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      FOOTLOOSE 2

    

    
      First edition. June 9, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Christha Barnard.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8224414000

    

    
    
      Written by Christha Barnard.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Christha Barnard

	    

      
	    
          
	      footloose

          
        
          
	          Footloose 3

          
        
          
	          Footloose 2

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Voetspore

          
        
          
	          Voetspore 3

          
        
          
	          Voetspore

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Hoekom Here?

          
        
          
	          From Depressed to Inspiration with Discipline

          
        
          
	          Why Lord?

          
        
          
	          Footloose

          
        
          
	          Voetspore 2

          
        
      

      
    
    


Footloose 2

––––––––

[image: ]


A Journey to Deepen Your Faith and Strengthen Your Walk with God

By 

Christha Barnard

A thoughtful exploration of baptism, emphasizing its spiritual significance and encouraging readers to reflect on their own faith journeys.
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​​Introduction
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The Journey of Faith and the Waters of Baptism

In the Christian walk, few experiences are as profound and transformative as the decision to follow Jesus Christ. This journey of faith is marked by a series of pivotal moments, each bringing us closer to understanding and embracing the love and sacrifice of our Savior. Among these moments, baptism stands out as a significant and sacred act of obedience.

Baptism is more than a ceremonial rite; it is a powerful expression of our faith and commitment to Jesus. It signifies our entry into the Christian community, symbolizing the washing away of our sins and our rebirth into a new life in Christ. Through baptism, we publicly declare our allegiance to Jesus and our intent to live according to His teachings.

In this book, we will explore the profound meaning and importance of baptism in the life of a believer. Drawing from the Scriptures, particularly passages such as Matthew 3:3-17 and 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, we will delve into the theological and spiritual significance of baptism. We will examine how Jesus Himself set the example by being baptized, despite His sinlessness, to fulfill all righteousness and identify with humanity.

We will also look at the role of baptism in the early Church and its continued relevance today. The act of baptism serves as a reminder of God’s grace and the new identity we receive as His children. It is an invitation to live out our faith boldly and to engage in the ministry of reconciliation, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with the world.

This book aims to provide not only a deeper understanding of baptism but also practical guidance for those considering this important step in their faith journey. Whether you are new to Christianity or have walked with Christ for many years, the insights and reflections shared here are intended to inspire and encourage you.

As we embark on this exploration, may we open our hearts to the transformative power of baptism. Let us be reminded of the profound love of God, who initiated reconciliation through Christ, and our call to respond in faith and obedience. May this journey lead us to a renewed commitment to follow Jesus wholeheartedly, embracing the fullness of life that He offers through the waters of baptism.

Welcome to a journey of discovery, faith, and transformation. Let us dive deep into the significance of baptism and emerge with a greater understanding and a stronger commitment to follow Jesus Christ in faith.

Baptism is considered as important step for a born-again Christian for several reasons, both theological and symbolic. 
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GOD'S FORGIVENESS IS not just about pardoning sin; it's about transforming lives. His mercy has the power to change hearts, renew minds, and empower believers to live righteous and holy lives. God's promise of spiritual renewal and restoration for His people. 

Promise of Cleansing and Purification

Cleansing from Sin: The act of clean water symbolizes the cleansing from sin and impurities. It represents God's initiative in purifying His people from their defilement and idolatry.

Spiritual Renewal: This cleansing is not merely external but signifies an internal purification that prepares the people for a renewed relationship with God.

Transformation of the Heart

New Heart: God promises to replace the "heart of stone" with a "heart of flesh." A heart of stone is symbolic of stubbornness, insensitivity, and rebellion against God. A heart of flesh, in contrast, is responsive, obedient, and sensitive to God's will.

Inner Transformation: This promise highlights the importance of inner transformation, indicating that true change begins from within, affecting one's desires, motivations, and attitudes.

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

God's Spirit: God promises to put His Spirit within His people. This signifies a profound change where God's presence and power reside within individuals, enabling them to live according to His ways.

Empowerment for Obedience: The indwelling Spirit empowers believers to follow God's decrees and keep His laws. It emphasizes that obedience to God is made possible not through human effort alone but through the empowering work of the Holy Spirit.

Acknowledged That God's Way Was Right: Those who had been baptized by John recognized the righteousness and truth of God's plan, as preached by both John and Jesus. Their baptism symbolized their acceptance of John's call to repentance and prepared them to understand and accept Jesus' teachings
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​​​Chapter 1: ​​The important step of Baptizing
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Baptism is considered as important step for a born-again Christian for several reasons, both theological and symbolic.

Obedience to Christ's Command

Jesus Christ explicitly commanded His followers to be baptized. In the Great Commission, He instructed His disciples:

"19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19, 20 KJV).

Matthew 28:19, commonly known as part of the Great Commission, is a key verse for understanding the mission and mandate given by Jesus to His disciples. The verse states:

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

Here are some key lessons that can be drawn from this verse:

Universal Mission

Inclusivity: The command to "make disciples of all nations" underscores the universal scope of the Christian mission. This means that the message of Jesus is intended for everyone, regardless of ethnicity, nationality, or cultural background.

Global Outreach: Christians are called to spread the gospel message worldwide, indicating the importance of missions and evangelism in the Christian faith.

Discipleship

Making Disciples: The focus is on making disciples, not just converts. This involves teaching and nurturing individuals to grow in their faith and live according to Jesus' teachings.

Long-term Commitment: Discipleship is a lifelong process of learning and growth in the faith, emphasizing the importance of ongoing education and mentorship within the Christian community.

Baptism

Public Declaration: Baptism is highlighted as an essential part of the disciple-making process. It signifies a public declaration of faith and obedience to Jesus Christ. Symbol of Union: Baptizing "in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" signifies the new believer's union with the Triune God. It reflects the Christian belief in the Trinity and the believer's entry into a relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Authority of Jesus

Command from Jesus: This mandate comes directly from Jesus, emphasizing His authority over the Church and the importance of obeying His instructions.

Divine Commission: The Great Commission is not just a suggestion but a divine command that carries the weight of Jesus' authority. It implies a responsibility for believers to actively participate in the mission.
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