
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


raising an exotic shorthair cat

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE ABOUT SELECTION, Health Care, Hygiene, Grooming, training, Feeding, And Breeding Of Exotic Cats

by

Angela Wright


It's no secret that the Exotic Shorthair cat is the best breed for a city apartment. The book is dedicated to one of the most unusual and beautiful breeds of cats - exotics. It includes information about genetics and recommendations for feeding animals in different physiological periods of life. It contains a description of the appearance and breed standards of the Exotic Shorthair, from the book the reader will learn how to properly prepare the animal for participation in the exhibition.

This book is for all cat lovers.
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Who are cats?
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The cat family is very extensive. It includes the largest, most perfect predators in nature - dexterous, strong, jumping, fast (tiger, lion, panther, jaguar, puma, cheetah), and smaller predators (lynx, manul, caracal, reed cat), settled in all over the world, except for the polar regions, as well as our domestic cat. (Andreev V. "Cats")

[image: image]

The birth of the exotic shorthair cat breed (exotic) dates back to the early 1960s. It was then that the breeders of American Shorthair cats, a breed quite popular in those days, decided to improve it. To slightly change the range of colors of American Shorthair cats and make their bones a little more massive, it was decided to infuse them with the blood of Persian cats.

For this purpose, American Shorthairs were crossed with Silver Persians.

To get a kind of delicate and silky to the touch wool, the blood of Russian blues and Burmese was added to the hybrids. The results exceeded the wildest expectations: instead of the "improved" American Shorthair got kittens of a completely different appearance.

Hybrid kittens had amazing charm and beauty, but their appearance did not match the original breed at all. However, this nuance did not stop the breeders, who continued adding the Persian breed's blood to the resulting hybrid line.

The American Shorthair was now only listed as a donor for the Shorthair gene.

Although the standard of the first exotics meant animals of only one-color variation - silver, in the standard of exotics, all colors that are characteristic of the Persians were allowed from the very beginning.

After the new breed was officially recognized, the history of its official development began. However, this flourishing and development was hampered by hostility from ardent admirers and breeders of Persian cats.

These people often viewed the new breed of short-haired Persians as an insult to perfection—the Persian cat.

Such breeders often simply refused to participate in Exotic Shorthair breeding lines. The existence and further improvement of exotics began to be seriously considered, helped by those Persian breeders who immediately saw a powerful potential in the new breed.

They were able to predict that this breed is promising and interesting, and in the future, with proper development, it will become widely known and loved. 

In the early 1990s, the exotic standard fully corresponded to the Persian standard, except for wool properties.

Now all new colors that are registered for the Persian cat and the Exotic are discussed both at the Persian Breed Council and the Exotic Breed Council.

If both councils are positive about the recognition of these breed colors, the decision is forwarded to the CFA board. On the board, the color is accepted simultaneously for both breeds.

Later in the course of the further development of the breed, the Exotic Shorthair came another important milestone - the reign of CEA officially banned the crossing of exotic cats with Persian cats, as was previously allowed.

Such a ban served as the final confirmation and recognition of the existence of a new promising breed of cats.

This breed is gaining more and more fans every year. According to CFA statistics at the beginning of 1999, among all cat breeds, exotics confidently occupy the fourth place in popularity.
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The internal organs of cats are not much different from those of other mammals.

Inside the chest, behind the breastbone is a hollow muscular organ - the heart. It is the main organ of the circulatory system. The weight of the heart is approximately 0.6% of the cat's weight.

The respiratory system is represented by the nose, nasopharynx, larynx, trachea, bronchi and a paired organ, consisting of the right and left lobes - the lungs located in the chest.

The respiratory rate of cats is 40 breaths per minute, but when excited or the temperature of the environment rises, the cat breathes faster and with an open mouth. Such breathing contributes to the regulation of heat transfer and prevents the pet from overheating. The digestive system of a cat, like that of other mammals, consists of the oral cavity, pharynx, esophagus, stomach, and small and large intestines. An important function in the processing of food is performed by the pancreas, duodenum, and gallbladder. Under the action of enzymes present in saliva, food begins to break down already when chewing in the oral cavity.

The chewed food enters the esophagus, which can increase in diameter when it is necessary to push food into the stomach, which in cats is a single chamber.

Both the esophagus and the stomach are covered with mucous membranes of different structures. Thus, the gastric mucosa produces gastric juice, which is of great importance for the digestion of food.

The final processing of food takes place in the small intestine, where food enters from the stomach. The small intestine is four times the length of a cat's body.

The large intestine consists of the caecum or appendix, colon, and rectum. The latter serves to remove compressed feces from the body.

On the sides of the anus in cats are anal glands that secrete a sharp odorous secret. In addition to the function of excretion, the rectum performs the function of maintaining the bacteriological balance in the body, since the bacteria necessary for the normal functioning of the cat's body multiply in it.

The urinary system (kidneys, bladder, ureters) serves to remove unnecessary fluid from the body with harmful substances dissolved in it.

Urine is formed in the renal pelvis, from which urine enters the bladder through the ureters. To prevent urination from occurring spontaneously, there is a trailing muscle in the bladder.

The urinary system ensures the maintenance of salt and water balance in the cat's body.

It should be noted the importance of the endocrine glands: the hypothalamus, thyroid gland, and adrenal glands, which protect the cat from diseases, regulating many vital processes in the body. No animal can compare with cats in terms of the degree of development of the senses.
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THE CAT'S EYES ARE positioned so that it can view objects of interest at an angle of 205° in the same direction while simultaneously crossing the field of view at a central point.

Such an arrangement of eyes allows the cat to see not only what is located directly in front of it, but also on both sides.

Cats distinguish the colors of objects, however, only a limited number of their shades. The eyes of a cat allow her to accurately determine the distance to the object of interest to her.

The iris surrounding the pupil of the cat's eye is mobile, as in other mammals. The iris is set in motion by muscles connected by the eyeball.

In bright natural or artificial light, due to the property of the iris described above, the pupil of the cat's eye takes on an elliptical shape, stretching vertically, which prevents the eye from penetrating it with more light than is necessary for the perception of the surrounding world.

The eyes of cats can accumulate like a battery and reflect light rays in case of insufficiently bright lighting, which is the reason for the glow of cat eyes in the dark.

The eyesight of cats is so well developed that, provided that even a weak beam of light penetrates the room where the cat is located, it can catch the reflected rays and use this to navigate the terrain.

When not enough light enters the cat's eyes, the pupils dilate and take on a round shape.

A characteristic feature of the cat is the presence in the eye of the so-called third eyelid. Its function ends in protecting the cornea of ​​the eye from foreign bodies such as dust. This is possible due to the ability of this membrane to stretch, covering the entire surface of the eye.

The third eyelid, despite its function, is very susceptible to infection and inflammation, especially in exotics.

Therefore, the owner of the cat must monitor the eyes of his pet so that there is no disease, as a result of which the cat may lose this form of eye protection, which is so important to her.

The color of the eyes of cats varies from golden to green and blue. In white albino cats, which have, for example, blue eyes during the day, in the dark, their color becomes ruby ​​red.
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The sense of smell is better developed in cats than in other mammals. Perhaps this is due to the fact that initially wild cats were nocturnal, they had to find prey in conditions of poor visibility.

The sense of smell helps cats in relationships with the opposite sex. This is realized with the help of marks left by cats when determining the boundaries of their territory.

The sense of smell helps blind newborn kittens find their mother. An interesting feature of the sense of smell of cats is that they smell, and they seem to be abstract from other smells. The cat's brain does not react to insignificant smells, so it does not go astray.

There are many cases when a cat, brought to another place of residence for 200 - 400 km, returned home in some way only to her. It is not uncommon for cats without an owner to visit summer cottages located 10-15 km from home and return home themselves.
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Everyone has observed the good mood of a cat at the moment when it is stroked in the direction of hair growth, and if stroked against the growth of hair, it can scratch.

The organs of touch in a cat are located not so much on the skin as on the surface of special tactile hairs, which are more sensitive on the head and front paws.

It is often observed that a cat, stepping on a wet place, shakes its paw. This is due not so much to the well-known cleanliness of cats as to the special sensitivity of the paw pads.

Representatives of the cat family, unlike dogs, first touch an unfamiliar object with their paw and then begin to sniff. It was noted above that cats, easily getting used to the conditions of their habitat, do not react to the smells of deodorants, washing powders, and other things that are unpleasant for them, but all cats react to the smell of valerian. It is characteristic that cats, coming into excitement from valerian, quickly calm down, and become lethargic.

Cats begin to lick the floor if a drop of valerian tincture accidentally hits the floor, roll, rub against the place where the drop was, while they can howl in a hoarse voice.

Cats respond to the earth's magnetic field. Before an earthquake and other man-made disasters, cats begin to worry, and meow, as if warning the owner. This interesting phenomenon, unfortunately, has not been studied.

According to experts, in cats, the number of nerve endings in the organs of hearing is approximately 52,000, while a person has only 30,000. Cats distinguish more than 100 sounds, the human ear does not perceive even half.
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