
  
    
      
    
  



			[image: ]

			





			











Copyright ©2019, Ricky Clemons

			ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

			No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photo-copy, recording, or any other—except for brief quotation in reviews, without the prior permission of the author or publisher.

			 

			ISBN: 978-1-948638-47-0

			 

			Published by

			Fideli Publishing, Inc.

			119 W. Morgan St.

			Martinsville, IN 46151

			www.FideliPublishing.com





Red Roses of Our Faith

			The red rose of our faith in Jesus Christ gives us a beautiful, renewed life in Jesus.

			Red roses are beautiful.

			My faith in Jesus and your faith in Jesus Christ is a beautiful faith for the world to see.

			My red roses of faith and your red roses of faith are very well seen in our spiritual gifts in the church.

			Beautiful red roses are so captivating to look at.

			Our red roses of faith in Jesus can be so captivating to many people who love to look at our faith in our actions about Jesus.

			A beautiful red rose can cause someone to feel good.

			A beautiful red rose can brighten up someone’s life.

			A beautiful red rose can put a smile on someone’s face.

			Our beautiful red roses of faith will cause Jesus to smile upon our lives.

			Red roses are very eye-catching.

			Our red roses of faith in Jesus are very eye-catching to the angels in heaven.

			Red roses will cause many women to cheer up after feeling their birth pains from having a baby.

			We can always be cheered up, even on our bad days, by our red roses of faith in Jesus.

			That faith is very beautiful beyond our birth pains of life.

			





I Had to Choose

			I had to choose to love drugs or love Jesus.

			When I was in the Army, I was a combat engineer.

			I became a SP4 in rank in one year and made soldier of the month for my company.

			But then, I started using drugs and became hooked on them.

			I loved drugs so much that I was using every day.

			Eventually the drugs made me sick and I had to be discharged with a medical honorable discharge.

			I had received some medical treatment in the hospital, where I was treated for a few months.

			I had to come back home to live with my mother, step-father and two sisters.

			They welcomed me back home.

			They would go to church every Saturday morning and come back home in the afternoon.

			I decided to go to church with them.

			I liked going to church and I was baptized some months later.

			I met a young woman who was not in the church.

			We got involved with each other and I left my parent’s house to live with her.

			We began to have some problems while we both were using drugs.

			The problems got so bad that I tried to take my own life by taking sleeping pills.

			My girlfriend saved my life and I woke up in the hospital the next day.

			I decided to go back home to live with my parents, who readily accepted me back home

			I went back to church with them.

			I began to grow much stronger in my Lord Jesus.

			I made up my mind to love and obey Him and not to love the drugs anymore.

			I chose to love Jesus, who set me free from the drugs.

			Jesus gave me a second chance to choose to love Him.

			Jesus had used my girlfriend to save my life so I could live to see the day when I would choose to love Him.

			





Having Faith in Jesus

			Can anyone do works in Jesus’ name and have no faith in Jesus Christ?

			Would those works please Jesus?

			Anyone in the church can do some good things and not truly give Jesus the glory and the praise.

			Anyone in the church can use their spiritual gifts and not truly love Jesus.

			Can we hold leadership positions in the church and not truly believe in Jesus?

			Can we pray to Jesus and not truly worship Him?

			Having faith in Jesus is believing that He exists, even though we don’t see him.

			The Pharisees were religious, but they didn’t believe in Jesus.

			The Pharisees prayed, but they didn’t believe in Jesus.

			The Pharisees knew the law, but they didn’t believe in Jesus.

			The only way to please Jesus is by faith.

			Having faith in Jesus is having a pure heart with Him.

			Having faith in Jesus is being made right in God’s eyesight by the righteousness of Jesus.

			We are not being made right in God’s eyesight by our work, which can look right when our hearts may be sinful.

			





The Old and the New Testament

			The animal sacrifices in the Old Testament were pointing to God’s son, Jesus Christ, who would be the lamb of God.

			Jesus had sacrificed His life on the cross for the sins of the world.

			Every time someone would sin against God, he or she would have to sacrifice an animal for God to forgive them of their sins.

			The Old Testament talked about a messiah who would come to this world to save people from their sins.

			Prophets of old talked about the root of David, who is Jesus Christ.

			Prophets of old talked about a messiah.

			All the animal sacrifices led to Jesus Christ, who would sacrifice His life for the sins of the world.

			Because Jesus gave up His life for our sins, we need no more animal sacrifices.

			We can’t separate the New Testament from the Old Testament.

			If we sin against God, we can go to Jesus and ask Him to forgive us.

			We don’t have to go and buy a lamb and kill it to ask God to forgive us of our sins.

			Jesus Christ was our ultimate sacrifice for our sins.

			The Old Testament points us to Jesus Christ, who was born into this world in the New Testament.

			Jesus lived up in heaven in the Old Testament.

			Jesus came to this world in the New Testament.

			





Standing Up for the Sabbath

			I dreamed about standing up for the Sabbath.

			I dreamed that I and my deceased mother were in a place that looked like a small town.

			My mother and I walked into a church where we heard some music sounding so divine.

			When we entered the church, we saw a woman playing a piano, and another woman was sitting down in the pew.

			Yet another woman said out loud, “This man has something to tell you both and it’s about keeping the Sabbath day holy.” The woman also said, “He’s not a preacher.”

			I said, “I’m a poet and songwriter.”

			The scene changed and my mother and I were walking together, while she was talking to me.

			We walked up to a building that looked like a center where people would go to have activities.

			We entered the center and saw some people sitting down.

			There was a woman who said with a loud voice, “You all need to listen and hear about the Sabbath.”

			My mother wanted to sit down, so I pulled out a chair that was between two people.

			My mother sat down in the chair and rested.

			Then all of a sudden, some police officers rushed into the center and pulled me outside, where they arrested me for standing up for the Sabbath.

			I woke up out of my dream and realized that this was a sign of the things that will one day happen to Sabbath day keepers.

			





Jesus Can

			If we are sick, Jesus can help us to get well when the doctor is not around to help us get well.

			Jesus can help us to understand His holy word, when the Sabbath school teacher may not be able to help us understand.

			Jesus can give us the strength to live right, when sermons from the preacher may not be so uplifting.

			Jesus can comfort our minds when things go wrong in our lives.

			Jesus can be there for us when no one knows if we are alive.

			Jesus can do anything for us to know that it’s Him who won’t leave us alone to be by ourselves when we need him.

			





Jesus was Human

			God gave us His ten commandments to keep because He knows that we are human and will be tempted by the devil to sin against Him.

			Being human is no excuse to willfully sin against the Lord. We know right from wrong.

			The Lord will not allow us to be tempted in ways that make us believe that He can’t help us to resist the devil’s temptations.

			Even though we are human, the Lord can give us strength to resist temptations.

			God’s commandments will let us know that God can help us humans to live right, beyond our human behavior.

			We all are human, and can thank Jesus for being human too, and helping us to overcome our sins.

			Jesus was tempted like us humans, but he did not sin against God.

			Jesus was tempted in many ways that you and I will not be tempted in.

			Jesus was so much more human than you and me.

			Many people will say, “I am only human,” and make Jesus look worthless.

			When Jesus was human, he overcame our sins and gave us the right to live beyond our human habits that can degrade us.

			





The Mountain

			There was a man who had prepared himself to climb up the mountain to see God.

			He had all of his mountain gear to make the climb.

			One day in the early morning he began to climb up the mountain.

			He saw another man having some problems and doubting he’d make the climb.

			The man asked for help with his climb.

			The first man laughed and said, “You are on your own. This is your climb.”

			So, the man who was prepared kept on climbing up the mountain until he reached the top, but God wasn’t there to meet him.

			The man didn’t understand why God wasn’t there at the top.

			So, he climbed back down the mountain, where he saw the other man still having problems and needing help.

			The other man asked him, “Did you see God at the top of the mountain?”

			He said, “No, I didn’t see God.”

			The next day, God spoke to the man and said, “I didn’t meet you at the top of the mountain because you only cared about yourself and didn’t help the other man with his climb up the mountain, even though he was climbing with the same purpose as you.”

			God also said, “You are your brother’s keeper and should always help him make his climb to meet me.”

			The moral of the story is: God loves to meet a selfless heart.

			





Will Step All Over Our Toes

			The Holy Spirit will step all over our toes with the truth, if our hearts are not right with the Lord.

			If our hearts are not right with the Lord, our hearts will not be right with one another.

			The Holy Spirit will step all over our toes with the truth, if our hearts are not right with one another.

			The truth is for us all to live by.

			The truth shows no respect of persons.

			Some church folks believe that they are smarter than the Holy Spirit.

			They believe that the Holy Spirit can’t see what they are doing wrong.

			They believe that the Holy Spirit will let them get away with the wrong things they say.

			The Holy Spirit will step all over our toes with the truth of God’s holy word.
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