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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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WHAT IF COURAGE WAS your only option?

With her mother now a Blue, her friends kidnapped, and Petra for an enemy, Kallie’s pretty sure things have gone as badly as they could go. 

Unfortunately, she’s wrong—things are about to get a whole lot worse. If she ever wants to see her family reunited, she’s going to have to rely on the one person she most wants to see destroyed: Petra.

In a race against time and the enmity of the Rogue Reds, Kallie and Petra must seek out an artifact that can undo the damage of the vampires’ faction war. As Petra seeks to turn Kallie to her side, Kallie must weigh whether she’s right to place any trust in her birth mother, and if she must, is it worth losing her allies and the ones she loves?
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Chapter 1
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There was a chilling silence, and then Petra laughed. 

The sound went through her and made Kallie shudder. Laughs should be beautiful, this one even more so. It was a gorgeous ripple; well-practiced, a legacy of her years of immortality. At the same time it spoke of everything dark inside her birth mother. In it she could hear what Liam had warned her of, the dark rites Petra had undergone to become a witch. She could hear the orders given to destroy, hunting down the Blues, leaving nothing in their wake. And she could hear the careless sacrifice of human lives to feed her mother’s hunters.

Her hands clenched into fists. Her back still to her mother, felt rigid and unnaturally stiff.

“You don’t want to do this.” Petra’s voice stayed soft, persuasive, winding through Kallie’s head like a snake. Like an intoxicating poison.

Kallie took a breath she didn’t need, the gesture a reflex of an action she used to use to steady herself. She turned her head, willing herself to be free from the spell that wrapped itself around her, pulling her where she had no desire to go. Her gaze fell on the woman before her, trying to see in that crumpled and defenseless face any trace of her own. This was her mother, though she could not accept it. Petra had sacrificed any hope of life with her family in order to save their lives. Did that mean she deserved more in return than Kallie’s weakness? Or that she deserved anything at all?

Kallie didn’t know the answers, only knew that here at least was something she understood. There was no room in her life for weakness anymore. From here on out she’d stand tall and take control. Not for this beautiful stranger, but for herself.

“You don’t want to do this,” the voice murmured again. It was a breath by Kallie’s ear, a whisper inside her head.

“Oh, I think I do.” Kallie drew herself up at last and met that languorous gaze square. “I really, really think I do.”

Even as Petra raised her eyebrows in lazy interest, Kallie began moving. Her fist shot out, a punch that caught Petra directly in the chest. The witch stumbled back. Her hands lashed out, nails raking along Kallie’s arm. Bright blood beaded up along the lines, wounds that would sting later when the adrenaline wore off. The Rogue Reds hissed and started forward, and Petra’s snarl held them in check—slightly.

“Mine.” She enforced her words with a veil of power, shimmering between the combatants and their audience. “Mine,” she repeated softly, her eyes fixed on Kallie.

“Then come and get me.” The words came out as a growl, catching Kallie by surprise. Kill her own mother? For a moment she faltered, asking herself if she could. The answer was already there, humming in the battle song of her blood. Oh, she would make Petra pay and feel no regret doing so. She slid sideways to evade Petra’s charge, but the woman locked onto her, hands twisting Kallie’s arms up behind her back. Her teeth grazed the side of Kallie’s neck, her breath hot, red eyes shining in the light.

“Why are you doing this? Why fight me?”

“To save my family!” The words burst out of Kallie as she wrenched herself free. She was no weakling, not anymore. She’d given that up with her humanity. She was a vampire, the equal of her birth mother even if she lacked a talent in magic. A talent, she reminded herself, which had been won by cruelty and the blood of others. Her fingers locked around Petra’s throat and she snarled as she wrenched the other woman to the ground, throwing her heard enough that Kallie heard the unmistakable sound of something cracking.

The veil flickered madly as Petra fought to regain the upper hand. Whatever she’d broken never so much as slowed her. She came up, her teeth bared, grasping at her daughter madly, her fingers tearing at the skin on Kallie’s arms.

“You don’t know the half of what you are. What I made you.”

“I know enough to kill you,” Kallie shot back, anger rising inside her into a fury that tinged her eyesight until she was looking at the world through a haze of red. “And you didn’t make me, bitch. I made myself. I chose this.”

“How would you know?” Petra was laughing now, hoarsely, Kallie’s fingers still pressing at her throat. “How would you know what thoughts I whisper in your head while you’re asleep? How would you know what I commanded my day-walker to do?”

“He’s not your day-walker!” Kallie channeled her anger to pull up a surge of energy and strength, using it to pick up and throw the other woman, taking a savage satisfaction in seeing her strike the wall of the veil and slide down against it. “If ever Caleb was yours, it was through loyalty you earned. You could have kept him, he’s that dedicated to you, only you betrayed him.”

Petra’s eyes reflected confusion. “I—” 

“I saw! I saw him strung up in the dungeons here, to be drained nearly dry by your pets! They did the same to him that they did to my father! Do you understand?”

“Your father—”

“Was the one you said you did this to save us! And how did that work out, Petra? Huh? How did it work out when he became a vampire and you let him be beaten almost to death every month?”

Petra drew back, defensive. “Your father had no idea the power he would have unleashed otherwise! I tried to warn him. If only he had just been willing to listen, to feed.”

“You let it happen to him because he’s better than you!” Kallie screamed back. “Because he wasn’t willing to kill to get ahead. You let it happen because he shamed you! I know. Don’t try to lie to me. I’m not part of the little pack of beasts following you. Your minions.” She sneered the word, her tone derisive, scathing.
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