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      Fred Rwigema, the visionary founder of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), is justly revered as Rwanda's steadfast Moses, fearlessly guiding the Tutsi back to their homeland on October 1, 1990, after enduring three decades of exile. Rwigema possessed a profound vision for a united, democratic, and prosperous Rwanda. He actively cultivated a collaborative leadership that included both Tutsi and Hutu, along with influential industrialists, all united by a shared commitment to realize his ambitious aspirations. However, following the tragic loss of Rwigema, Paul Kagame seized control of the RPF, systematically undermining Rwigema’s ideals through savage warfare. The dream of a harmonious, democratic Rwanda—rooted in inclusive leadership and economic collaboration—was effectively obliterated. Moreover, Kagame unleashed a wave of terror against Rwigema’s family, driven by a deep-seated insecurity concerning Rwigema’s enduring legacy. The pivotal date of October 1, 1990—the day Rwigema bravely led the RPF home—has been intentionally erased from Rwanda's historical narrative. If Rwigema were to witness the current state of affairs, he would be horrified by two glaring contradictions. First, rather than a unified leadership, Kagame's regime is largely filled with Hutu politicians who have been recycled from exile. Second, Kagame's Rwanda is dominated by white men, predominantly from the United States, who occupy key positions across almost all critical institutions. The erasure of Rwigema’s vision, legacy, and achievements is not only tragic but serves as a stark reminder of the upheaval that arises from a dictator’s relentless pursuit of power. Rwigema’s dream of an inclusive and prosperous Rwanda stands as a powerful symbol of hope, overshadowed by the chaos that has ensued in its absence.
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      Who was Fred Rwigema? Rwigema was an exceptional Rwandan leader whose influence extended across several Africa’s borders. Rising to prominence as a distinguished military leader in Uganda, after having fought for revolutionary causes in Tanzania, Mozambique, and Uganda, he was commissioned a Major General in Uganda. Notably, Rwigema’s contributions extended beyond the military sphere, as he was subsequently appointed Deputy Minister for Defence by President Yoweri Museveni.

      Furthermore, Rwigema was the founding father of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) who envisioned establishing a united, democratic, and prosperous Rwanda. Pivotal to this endeavour was Rwigema’s ability to unite political and business leaders, who would subsequently craft the Rwanda he had envisioned.

      What motivated Rwigema’s remarkable deeds and accomplishments? Unity, justice, courage, strategy, and prosperity for his people propelled him to relentlessly fight for his country. Rwigema’s actions and speeches unequivocally demonstrate these fundamental values, as evidenced by the following quotes: 

      
        
        “Our unity will strengthen and build the country."

      

      

      
        
        “We shall liberate Rwanda, rain or shine. Rwanda must be liberated from injustice at any cost, regardless of the duration or the sacrifices it may entail, even if it means the loss of some of our own lives in the service of our motherland.”

      

      

      

      
        
        “The challenges we have faced are a direct consequence of bad politics and leadership. Armed conflict has become our last resort, as all other avenues of resolution have proven unsuccessful. Our primary objective is to compel them into negotiations, not to seize state power.”

      

      

      

      
        
        “There's no reason why our people can continue to be called refugees and killed. It's time to fight for our people's right even if we can loose our bodies but our spirit will remain in Rwanda.”

      

      

      
        
        “I have done my best for Uganda. Now I want to go back home, to Rwanda, I just want to be by myself with my wife and children. I don't want to be in power. I shall be retired after we get to Kigali.”

      

      

      
        
        “Victory requires courage, but it also requires strategy.” 

      

      

      
        
        “We fight not for ourselves, but for a better future for all Rwandans.”

      

      

      
        
        “Even the smallest step forward is a victory when it propels us closer to our goal.”

      

      

      
        
        “Rwanda is not preordained to remain poor. With our vision and strategy to create wealth, Rwanda will prosper like other countries have done since achieving independence from the European countries.”

      

      

      

      
        
        “We must unite to rebuild our nation, brick by brick. We have seen what Asian countries achieved through unity and purpose. So shall Rwandans.”

      

      

      

      Rwigema did not live to establish the Rwanda he envisioned—a nation united, democratic, and prosperous. After leading his Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) army into combat in Rwanda on October 1, 1990, Rwigema passed away under mysterious circumstances. The ongoing debates regarding the cause of his demise are largely beside the point. The killings of Rwandan leaders of all walks of life, including political leaders, industrialists, and civil society leaders, commenced with Rwigema on October 2, 1990, and persist to this day. Paul Kagame, who succeeded Rwigema as the leader of the RPF, is globally recognized as the perpetrator responsible for extrajudicial killings, disappearances, and transnational terror that spans the globe.

      Kagame’s hatred and inferiority complex to Rwigema is so immense that Kagame has since suppressed all official commemorations of October 1, in a futile endeavour to obliterate Rwigema from Rwanda’s collective memory and historical record. However, Rwigema remains the single most important historical figure, a fact that is easily confirmed by his extraordinary milestones.

      Born on April 10, 1957, General Fred Rwigema passed away three decades ago. He was married to Jeannette Rwigema and had two sons, Eric Gisa Rwigema Junior and Teta Gisa Rwigema.

      Rwigema’s military career and leadership spanned several decades. He joined the Front for National Salvation (FNS) in 1971, a rebel group formed to liberate Uganda from the military dictatorship of Idi Amin. He also served in Frente de Libertação de Moçambique (FRELIMO) in 1976, fighting for Mozambique’s liberation from Portuguese colonial rule.

      Rwigema’s most significant contribution was to the Uganda National Liberation Army (UNLA). In 1979, he joined the UNLA, which, along with Tanzanian armed forces, captured Kampala, forcing Amin to flee into exile.
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