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Chapter 1 – The Flickering Star

The night of my Starbinding should have been the brightest night of my life.

Torches lined the marble steps of the Celestial Hall, their flames bowing low in the summer wind. Above us, the heavens blazed with a thousand silver lights. Each one, the priests said, was a soul — a promise that no life in this kingdom would ever fade unmarked. Tonight, one of those lights would become mine.

I should have felt joy. Pride. Belonging.

Instead, I felt only dread.

“Step forward, Aelira of Valen,” the High Priest intoned, his voice echoing off the dome of the hall.
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