
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Downward Gentlemen

        

        
        
          Richard F Crawley III

        

        
          Published by Richard F Crawley III, 2020.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      DOWNWARD GENTLEMEN

    

    
      First edition. October 27, 2020.

      Copyright © 2020 Richard F Crawley III.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1393530060

    

    
    
      Written by Richard F Crawley III.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Richard F Crawley III

	    

      
	    
          
        
          
	          The Subway

          
        
          
	          Downward Gentlemen

          
        
          
	          Long, Dewy Nights of Wandering

          
        
      

      
    
    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Downward Gentlemen


[image: ]




by Richard F Crawley III

––––––––

[image: ]




THE ANALOG CLOCK ON an old beer sign over the back of the bar said it was fifteen minutes later than the time indicated on Owen Shepard's digital watch. Shepard knew his watch was correct. The bar's time was set ahead to help chase out the patrons on time at the end of the evening. It was early in the night. The fellow patrons were not yet glancing at their watches. Regardless of whether he looked at the bar’s clock or his watch, Shepard noticed that Daniel Cole was running over thirty minutes late.

It added to Shepard’s impatience with his partner. He found Cole becoming a detriment to associate with. Cole's thoughts and actions had grown erratic and risky. In their line of work, it created problems that could bring a partnership down. Shepard was ready to cut Cole loose. He had reached a point where he no longer wanted the partnership, the risks or the hassles of a chemically influenced associate. The risks eventually catch up to a partnership. At his age, he was set to walk away. If he didn’t, it might direct the flow of the rest of his life.
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