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      Ancient Egypt is one of the most powerful and greatest civilizations in the history of the ancient world. This book introduces the history of ancient Egypt and describes every aspect of ancient Egyptians, such as life, work, education, architecture, art, culture, education, government management, and more. The historical story of Ancient Egypt is so wide that perhaps couldn't completely cover it in full, but I will try as much as possible to bring you the real picture of how civilization was in Ancient Egypt.
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      The historical story of Ancient Egypt is so wide that perhaps couldn't completely cover it in full, but I will try as much as possible to bring you the real picture of how civilization was in Ancient Egypt. Ancient Egypt was located on the North-Eastern side of Africa, which presently is a country known as Egypt, though smaller than Ancient Egypt. The success of its civilization has been based on the Nile River. On their land, Ancient Egypt had two main divisions; the upper, and the lower divisions, and the addition of two other sections. Upper Egypt can be described as more than just a river valley, in size, it was 12 miles on its widest side while on the narrowest side its only 8 miles. On both sides of the river valley were tall cliffs. On the lower side of Ancient Egypt was a wide extension of a delta which was positioned on the present-day Cairo. The other two sections were between the black and red lands. The occasional oasis on Ancient Egypt was contained on the western land while on the eastern side was more hostile and barren and the main activities that went on here were mining and quarrying. In this civilization story, we shall mainly talk of the upper and the lower Egypt or else Northern or Southern Egypt representing the upper and lower Egypt consequently.

      

      Farming on the lands of Ancient Egypt started around 5000 BC. It is around this time that they also started practicing weaving linen and making pottery. At later ages, they discovered how to use bronze. Around 3200 the Ancient Egyptians discovered a writing technique known as hieroglyphic. King Menes was the first Ancient Egyptian in history to have first used this writing and he died shortly after 3100 BC. During this time, Ancient Egypt was only divided into the lower which was on the Northern side and the upper side which was on the southern side. At around 3200–3000 BC, king Menes had managed to unite both opposing sides and named Memphis as the capital.

      

      Ancient Egypt can be described as a highly organized society. The upper and lower regions together were subdivided into small areas known as Nome’s which totaled to 42 and governed by a Nomarch. Taxes in these regions were paid from the farm produce by the farmers. The climate in Ancient Egypt cannot be described to be any different as it is in present Egypt. It can be described as a hot-dry climate with little rainfall. The Mediterranean Sea which boarded Ancient Egypt on the upper side was of great help to those who lived around it since it provided some breeze to ease the hotness. Those who lived on the interior land did not experience these winds hence, they had to endure living under high temperatures especially during the summer.

      

      The geology of Ancient Egypt can be described from the corrected stone remains. The corrected stones are of different types. Mainly they are sedimentary stones among them including limestone, travertine, sandstone and gypsum rock. This is what enabled the upper side of Ancient Egypt to major in quarrying. The quarries were mainly located on the upper side of Ancient Egypt on the hills and, on the feet of Nile River valley. Other quarries were located near Alexandria and on the regions where Nile River poured its water into the Mediterranean. The gypsum rocks were mostly located near the Red Sea and on the western desert areas.

      

      Rocks such as quartz, granite, diorite, which are igneous mostly were found in the desert. The only place where this type of stone was not found in the Aswan granite quarry along the Nile River. The Ancient Egyptians as well had a sense of jewelry such as gemstones. Among the gemstones they mined are emerald, garnet, beryl, peridot, turquoise, among other varieties of quartz such as amethyst and agate. Sinai was the heart of these precious stones as well as the islands in the Red sea and deserts.

      

      The Ancient Egypt deserts were the red lands which were situated on both sides of the Nile River. The Libyan desert today was part of the Western Ancient Egypt Desert which covered approximately 262,000 miles squared. The geography of the area was mostly sand, valleys, and some mountains here and there. Oasis was as well located on the deserts of Ancient Egypt. For the eastern desert, it extended all through to the Red sea. This is part of the popularly known today as the Arabian desert. Despite its barren nature, in Ancient Egypt, it was used as an extensive mining site for various stones. It consisted of more rocky areas than dunes.

      

      All through the history of Ancient Egypt, it is believed that Nile River was the heart of the flourishment of its civilization. On this land, there was little rainfall that would be dependent on agriculture, but it can be described as more than the one observed today in present Egypt. This means that for agricultural water, drinking water, washing water, animals and crops were all depending on the water from the Nile River.

      

      Unlike in Mesopotamia, the floods in Nile River were completely predictable. Most probably, according to their calendar, the river would mostly overflow at the end of June and receding in late November. Additionally, the floods on Nile River were non-destructive like the ones in Mesopotamia which rendered the Sumerians to build their houses again once the rivers Tigris and Euphrates broke their banks. This river was the basis of most of the success that the Ancient Egyptians acquired in their civilization.

      

      Now, having discussed the geography, and a brief history of Ancient Egypt, let me take you down to the ruling dynasties that ruled over Ancient Egypt. Starting by looking at the Old Kingdom. This is the first period in Ancient Egypt history that ended in c. 2181 BC. It is during this time that the pharaohs started building pyramids. Djoser was the first king to build a pyramid which was known as a step pyramid at around 2670–2650 BC. Other kings who followed such as Sneferu and Khufu continued with this activity as well.

      

      Over the years the leadership in Ancient Egypt became weak and the nation split into many uncontrollable parts leading to civil war. This is a period known as the First Intermediate Period. It is marked as a dynasty that was full of civil disorders. This period lasted until 205 BC. King Mentuhotep II came to the aid of Ancient Egypt after he succeeded in uniting the already split Ancient Egypt into one. The uniting of the kingdom marked the beginning of the Middle Kingdom.

      

      The Middle Kingdom went all the way to the year around 1650 BC. This period was mainly marked by the development of literature and art. The building of pyramids continued through the supervision of the pharaohs but the most remarkable efforts by the pharaohs are the success of the military campaigns carried out all over the kingdom by that time. This period was followed by the Second Intermediate Period. At this period, the north of Egypt was overtaken by Palestinian people who were known as Hyksos. This was after they successfully conquered this region, they ruled it from the city of Alvaris. But the native Egyptians never gave up on the Northern part of their kingdom, but they continued to rule on the Southern side until they were able to drive the Hyksos and hence, uniting the whole of Ancient Egypt. This marked the end of the Middle Kingdom and the beginning of the New Kingdom. This dynastic period lasted from c. 1550-1069 BC. It is during this era when Egypt was able to regain its power again. The Egyptians controlled the Nubians, who lived in a land on the Southern side of the Egyptians, they as well extended their power and attacked and ruled the Palestinians as well as Syrians. During this time the culture of the building of temples started and they were built at Thebes. The pharaohs started to be buried at the valley of kings. It is during this period when Akhenaten became the pharaoh at around 1353–1336 BC. He only believed and prayed to the god of the sun, Aten. On the contrary, his son Tutankhamun believed and prayed to the old gods. The end of the New Kingdom came to an end in around 1069 BC giving way to third intermediate marked by another period of disunity among the Ancient Egyptians. From this time the strength of Ancient Egypt deteriorated and never recovered again.

      

      It is during the Third Intermediate Period when Ancient Egypt split into two halves, the north, and the south. Unity came back when the Nubians again came along and conquered and defeated Ancient Egypt at around 744 BC. At around 525 BC, Persians as well as conquered Egypt and overthrew the Nubian king from authority but their authority was short-lived as they were conquered and defeated by Alexander the Great. Upon the death of Alexander, the great, the kingdoms that were under his watch became ungovernable and split into parts. This enabled a Greek general by the name Ptolemy to take over Ancient Egypt. This enabled his Greek descendants to rule over Egypt for a total of 300 years, however, at around 30 BC, the Roman Empire attacked Egypt. Upon conquering Ancient Egypt, they made it their province hence, seizing the existence of an independent kingdom.

      

      All through the reign of Ancient Egypt, there were several powerful women rulers. The first in the line is Merneith. Her reign came at around 2950 BC which falls on the first dynasty. She is said to have been a queen consort and regent. But it is believed that she may have been rightful queen for a given period. Her tomb resembles those of the kings who reigned during the first dynasty including all the honors. Her name has been included on the list of rulers in the form of kings, it appears on the tomb of her son but alongside the name is the title “the king’s mother.” If for sure she had ruled in her own right, Merneith would have been the first queen to have ruled Ancient Egypt. The second is Sobekneferu. Her reign falls between 1806-1802 BC. This is the 12th dynasty, and she is believed to have been the last ruler of it. She took over the ruling mantle upon the death of her brother Amenemhat IV. It is believed that before her, the other five women rulers had ruled over Ancient Egypt but, there is no evidence of this. Therefore, she remains the first woman to have ever ruled over Ancient Egypt. Thirdly, Neferneferuaten Nefertiti whose reign falls at around 1353-1336 BC loosely translated to the 18th dynasty. She is believed to have been sharing power and ruling together with her husband Akhenaten and it is during their time that the monotheistic religious practices were practiced most. They pushed for the worship of only one god known as the god of sun or Aten. It is during their rule that Ancient Egypt enjoyed the highest wealth and probably the last they ever saw. In the artwork found in the temple of Karnak, she is depicted to be almost double the size of her husband. It is believed that after the death of her husband, she briefly ruled as the pharaoh before Tutankhamun took over.

      

      Fourthly, Hatshepsut is believed to have reigned between c. 1479-1458 BC. She is the second woman in the history of Ancient Egypt to have been confirmed as an Egyptian Pharaoh. At the age of twelve, she married her half-brother Thutmose II, and therefore becoming the queen of Ancient Egypt, and assumed power upon the death of her infant son Thutmose III. Despite her being said to have ruled jointly with her son, upon resuming her regency, it was clear all the time that it was she who was in power. During her time, she was able to expand trade and unity among the Ancient Egyptians hence becoming the most successful pharaoh in her 12 years tenure. Upon death, she was laid to rest at the valley of kings.

      

      The sixth woman to have ever ruled is Twosret. Her reign is believed to have been 1191-1189 BC which falls in the 19th dynasty. She is the last pharaoh to have ever ruled in the 19th dynasty. She was the first wife of Seti II and a regent to his heir Siptah. Upon the death of Siptah, Twosret assumed power and declared herself the pharaoh. The end of her reign is uncertain whether it ended during the civil war or due to her death.

      

      Lastly, Cleopatra VII Philopator who reigned in 51-30 BC. She was from the family of Macedonian Greek origin. She was the last pharaoh to have ruled Ancient Egypt during the Ptolemaic time. Initially, her rule was jointly held with her father Ptolemy XII Auletes and later with her brothers Ptolemy XIII and Ptolemy XIV. Even though she had married Ptolemy XIII at the age of eighteen from her father’s consent, she had made it clear that her power would not be co-shared with her husband, she even dropped her husband’s name from hers. She never allowed her image to be used in the currency saying she wanted to preserve her honor. She could speak six different languages including Ethiopic, Egyptian, Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, and Latin. In the year 48 BC, she was overthrown and fled to Syria. But through the help of Caesar, she was able to regain her throne from Ptolemy XIII alongside her younger brother Ptolemy XIV.

      

      The end of Ancient Egypt is said to have been reached upon the coming of Christianity. Christianity is said to have reached Alexandria by 70 AD and spread to the south by 180 AD. Accepting Christianity in Ancient Egypt meant that the old religions' death and that meant the start of failure of their culture.

      

      Ancient Egypt highly depended on the Nile River for their support. They did farm through the river during the summer when the river was flooded. Through the use of equipment known as shaduf, the Ancient Egyptians were able to water their crops. It was made like a see-saw with one end being a handle and on the other end, a leather container attached and lifted from the river upon fetching of water through the help of counterweight. During the floods, the river deposited silt on its banks, this made the land near the banks very fertile and the Ancient Egyptians used this soil for farming once the floods subsided. The river as well acted as a means of transport for both people and goods. By the help of the winds that brew to the south boats that headed to that direction would take advantage of the wind through the use of sails but the ones heading to the Northern side would use oars.

      

      By 1500 BC, Ancient Egypt was ruled by a king known as the pharaoh. It was derived from the word “Per ao” which roughly meant greenhouse. Originally it was used to mean the house that the king lived in but later it changed to mean the king himself. The kings were helped by a sort of prime minister known as Vizier, who could be at times be more than one. Ancient Egypt was subdivided into small administrative areas known as Nomes.

      

      The Nobility, merchants, scribes, and priests were below the king. The soldiers, peasants, and craftsmen came next while the slaves came last. The slaves faced the toughest and hardest works making their lives so hard. The ordinary Ancient Egyptians were free to live as they wanted but they were entitled to work for the pharaoh at least once every year in building or else mending the irrigation canal. This was only doable when the rive was flooded and no other work could be handled. Those who did farming were supposed to pay taxes in the form of crops to the king.

      

      For the women, they were free to do whatever they felt like doing. They were free to come and go as they wanted. They were free to own property as well as the signing of contracts. They were as well free to divorce their husbands if they felt like doing so. However, most women were just supposed to work from home in the homes, there were too much to be done since most of the homes were largely sufficient. Some of the tasks they handled included making clothes for their families, and other tasks such as grinding flour, and making bread for their families. For rich families. women were kept busy by given the task of organizing the slaves. Women acted as doctors in Ancient Egypt as well.

      

      Bread and beer were the most famous food that was highly consumed in Ancient Egypt. They used sand as the oven to prepare bread. This is because desert sand possesses high degrees in temperature. Due to this, the bread took the color of the sand which was blown in nature, and as a result, many of the Ancient Egyptians’ teeth were worn out due to chewing some sand as they ate their bread. As it was the norm in most of the early civilizations, meat was taken to be a luxurious meal, and those who would afford it frequently were the reach. Those who afforded meat in Ancient Egypt ate pigs, sheep, cows, and goat but the most common and easy meat was from geese and ducks. Fish as well as plenty on their land to proximity if the Nile River. Among the vegetables that the Ancient Egyptians ate include arrowroots, beans, marrows, onions, lentils, radishes, lettuces, and garlic. Additionally, they dished on fruits such as dates, melons, melons, and figs. The pomegranates were very expensive hence, they could only be afforded by those who had it in their farms or else those who were rich enough to afford it. From herbs and spices, they were able to make oil that was used in cooking. Beer was made from crumbled barley mixed with water and left for some time to ferment. Before drinking they strained it to make it less lumpy. But again, it did not become less lumpy so, it had to drink through wooden straws with filters.

      

      For the farming practices. They mostly practiced farming when the floods subsided. It is during this time that they dug canals for irrigation purposes on the banks of the Nile River. Farmers used oxen to help them pull a plow and help them plow through their land. They used simple tools in their farms such as sticks, sickles, hoes, and rakes. There were three seasons in Ancient Egypt. First, July to October, a season when Nile River highly flooded. Secondly, a season of warm climate which enabled planting of seeds which occurred between November to February and finally the harvest season which came between March and May. Their time ran for 24 hours and measured it through use of water clocks, water would be allowed to drip onto a container at a strained and constant rate. This container where the water was dripping had some marks on it which indicated where the water will have risen to at what time.

      

      As stated earlier the main activities that happened in Ancient Egypt were farming. Most of the people lived by the farm sides so as they could easily earn a living. The most important and famous crops within Ancient Egypt were wheat and barley.

      

      Due to the hot climate, most of the Ancient Egyptians wore light clothing. For men, they wore what is known as a loincloth and some kind of kilt. On the other hand, women wore dresses that had shoulder straps. All clothes were mainly made from cotton and linen. As time passed, clothes became more colorful and elaborate.

      

      The Ancient Egyptians wore wigs and liked shaved hair. To prevent the lice from attacking children, they always remained shaved. They knew well that the insects usually like hiding on the hair and would cause skin diseases if they were allowed to persist. Children remained naked. Most of the population in Ancient Egypt walked barefoot unless the need is, they wore papyrus sandals. The majority of them liked jewelry which they liked hanging around their necks, for those who had the ability, liked wearing gold. Those who could not afford gold mainly dwelled on bronze and copper. Makeup was common for both men and women.

      

      Houses for the rich were built in a way that they were big, comfortable and with as many rooms as possible. Most of the walls were painted and the floor was tiled. For the wealthiest, they had an enclosed garden and space where there were pools inside their homes, it was furnished mostly using wood, such furniture included beds, chairs, chests for storage and tables. Additionally, their pillows were made of wood known as a headrest. Toilets were made of clay in a pot like a shape that could be emptied regularly.

      

      Ordinary people lived in ordinary houses which were simply made of mud bricks and consisting of an average of four rooms. Most of the times people spent their nights on the floor outside since the level of heat was always high and could not at many times be barred from inside. Their furniture was just basic. They used to sit on brick benches which were situated along the walls. Chests of wooden pegs were used to store things.

      

      In the entertainment industry, Ancient Egyptians loved partying. Most of the rich peoples’ visitors were entertained through songs, juggles, wrestling, and dancing. Music was made by musicians whose instruments included flutes drums, lutes, harps, and clappers. During a banquet, for the rich, guests would be provided with a cone that they would wear on their heads. This would slowly melt and finally vanish just leaving a nice smell on the guests’ body.

      

      Hunting and fishing were as well in the hearts of Ancient Egyptians. Hunting meant different things depending on who was doing it. For the poor, it meant food and a norm while for the rich it was just for leisure and enjoyment. Birds were caught by throwing curved sticks or through the use of nets. Fish were caught by the use of harpoons or hooks.

      

      Both men and women would go for swimming. Mainly, men enjoyed more of wrestling, archery, and boxing. Additionally, they would sometimes play a game that men of opposing teams would compete by standing on boats and trying to knock each other out of the boat to the water using sticks. Men also liked to play a game that was known as senet. It was played on a board that was subdivided into squares with counters. It was played by throwing sticks rather than dice in the present day. The games that the children in the present day's play were as well common in the Ancient Egyptian community.

      

      During battles, the Ancient Egypt soldiers went to battle protected by leather or wooden shields. They fought by the use of spears, axes, swords, maces, and daggers. Also, they used bows and arrows as well as slings. Before 1700 BC, when they had started fighting from a chariot, most men used to fight on foot. The chariot was operated by two men, one was responsible for driving it while the other one was responsible for shooting enemies down by the use of arrows and bows. Horses were the main carries of chariots. Donkeys were mainly used as pack animals. Armor made of bronze was only available to the most important and experienced soldiers. Upon capturing prisoners of war, they usually turned them into slaves.

      

      In the medical field, the first doctor to have ever lived in Ancient Egypt was Sekhet-each. It is said she was able to heal one of the pharaoh’s nostrils at that time although it is not known what the nostrils were cured of or how. The second doctor was known as Imhotep in the year 2600 BC. She is said to have been a vizier or the prime minister to the pharaoh. This doctor was known all over Ancient Egypt to an extent that people believed in her so much that upon her death people started worshipping her as a god.

      

      Even though most of their medicine depended on magic, they were able to keep records on which treatment was working and which was not. They believed by so doing medicine had chances of advancing. Ebers Papyrus was the earliest known medical book in Ancient Egypt. the book was written at around 1550 BC. Many of the drugs the doctors in Ancient Egypt used were obtained from herbs and minerals. They would be drank using bear or even mixed with dough to form a pill-like substance. Chest pains were treated through making the patient inhale special steam while wounds would be treated through applying ointment. The treatment of any kind of complication of the human body was reasoned out through reasoning from a canal point of view. They believed that the body was passing through different passages. Just like a canal that would at times be blocked during the floods in the same way a body at sometimes would be blocked. To save it was, therefore, wise to use induced medication such as vomiting to release the body from the barriers.
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