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Preface




When God lays a burden on you it is difficult for you not to be consumed by it. This project has been laid upon me for many years. The time has come for me to declare the revealed will of God through the study of the book of Revelation. 

After 15 years of conducting the Revelation Seminar, I have found it important to leave with the students a permanent legacy of some important thoughts on these apocalyptic prophecies. Students of the word of prophecy must have all resources available to them to get a clearer insight into the prophecies of Revelation. I hope this book will be one of those resources. 

Why do we need to have another commentary on Revelation? Every author has a different approach and style of writing on the prophecies. My approach is to examine the prophecies from the perspective of the sanctuary. It is marvelous to see how many things we can learn from Revelation through the sanctuary. No wonder the Psalmist says: “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary.” Psalm 77:13.

All the prophecies of Revelation are given within the setting of the sanctuary. That is, the timeframe of some prophecies is given through the sanctuary. Also, the spiritual conditions in which God’s people will be found at the coming of Jesus is clearly understood through the sanctuary. Furthermore, the sanctuary shows us how God will finally dispose of sin. This is a revelation that we need in the study of the apocalypse (the book of Revelation). 

There is no perfection in any man’s analysis of truth. Only God and heaven are infallible. So, the reader is asked to be patient and tolerant with the author’s view. If you have found something strange then carefully review the position and make sure to examine the Bible texts in the brackets. Due to space limitations many Bible texts could not be fully printed. Therefore, we implore the reader to study this book with your Bible in hand.

May God bless those who read and apply the things that are in Revelation. It is my hope that you will diligently study and live according to the light in the Revelation of Jesus Christ. May His richest blessing rest and abide with you forever.    


 Patrick Barrett

Jamaica

May, 2004 





Preface to the Second Edition

The second edition is essentially the same as the first edition. The main difference is the inclusion of all the Bible texts to which the book refers. Also, the book has a new page layout design, some tables and charts have been redone, some images have been removed, and the cover has been redesigned.

In some places, explanatory words have been added to make the book suitable for a wider audience. That is, to make it accessible to readers who are new to Bible prophecy and not just to those who had attended Elder Patrick Barrett’s Revelation Seminars.

June, 2023
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“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Revelation 1:3.  








Introduction





The greatest want is the want of a revelation of who God is and what His will is for my life. Today there is so much confusion surrounding the character of God that when we see the destructive forces of hurricanes, earthquakes, droughts, floods, forest fires, and all the other earthshaking, natural disasters we wonder where is God. We see the destructive forces of wars and the wanton waste of lives and we wonder where God is. We see young lives being snatched away by the narcotic trade and the spinoff of the turf gang warfare and we wonder where is God in all of this. We watch and see our world plunged into a crisis hitherto unseen before. 1

It is a world of moral decadence and the blurring of lines between wrong and right. No longer are we guided by the strong principles of morality but by the postmodern philosophy of life that if it feels good then it is okay to do it. The possibility of cloning human beings is frightening when we think of the potential danger of gene mutation and defective human beings, who due to the chemical imbalance caused by this cloning experiment become monsters of crime that would cause the devils to tremble. 

How will it all end? Are we evolving to a better tomorrow? Or are we heading for complete annihilation? There must be answers. Here in this book, I bring to you a revelation of how this problem-riddled world of sin (of evil and wrongdoing) will end from the perspective of the book of Revelation. It is the only book in the Bible that tells us in detail how it will all end. The apocalypse (the book of Revelation) is a prophetic revelation of the end of the world as we now know it and the saving of all the righteous people who have ever lived from eternal death (annihilation). So, it is the apocalyptic prophecies then of the Book of Revelation that give us a clear insight. 

It is unfortunate that one of the greatest Christian reformers, Martin Luther, commented saying that Revelation was not an inspired book. So many things in the book looked so absurd to him that he could not imagine God sending such an important message of salvation through the medium of cartoon-like pictures.  

The book of Revelation is a revelation of a message that God is sending to our world. It is a revelation of Jesus Christ and His love for this lost world. Let us read and listen to the message God has sent us about 2,000 years ago, a message that is still relevant for us today. 

Note: For those who are new to Bible notation, “Acts 17:29,” for example, is a reference to the Bible, which is a collection of books. In the Bible, each book consists of one or more chapters, and each chapter has numbered sections called verses. The Bible quotation referred to as “Acts 17:29” is taken from the book of Acts in the Bible, the 17th chapter, and the 29th verse.

God wants to display Himself through His Church today. He has already expressed Himself through His Son Jesus Christ, but He needs to do it now through His Church. Christ standing between the candlesticks in the heavenly sanctuary shows the close and decided relationship between Christ and His church: “And I turned to see the voice that spake [spoke] with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man [Christ], clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt [bound] about the paps [chest] with a golden girdle [belt].” Revelation 1: 12, 13.

With vigilance, Jesus cares for His church. He trims the lamps, fills her with oil, and longs for her to shed forth the light of His love in clear, steady rays. In His hand are the seven stars, the ministers of the seven churches. He upholds them and fills them with light: “And he [Christ] had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged [two-edged] sword: and his countenance [face] was as the sun shineth in his strength.” Revelation 1:16. “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.” Revelation 1:20.

In the messages to the seven churches, given in the book of Revelation, we see that the church is weak and defective, needing warnings and counsel, and entreaties; but it is the object of His supreme regard. God intends to give a revelation of His “manifold wisdom” unto the universe through His church: “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.” Ephesians 3: 10. “Manifold” means “many-fold,” “many-phased,” “many aspects.” Salvation history will not be complete until God has revealed His multiple-sided character of love. How many revelations of Jesus are to be given? It takes more than one person to reveal the character of God.

God will therefore use the 144,000 to reveal His character. The 144,000 are the final generation who experience the full restoration of the divine image of God’s character. They are the supplement of Christ’s glory—“the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 1:1. This final generation of saints will live at the best of times and at the worst of times. It will be the best of times because they will be the only community of saints who will be privileged to give to the world a complete revelation of Jesus. It will also be the worst of times because it will be a time of trouble such as never was. The darker the night the brighter the revelation of Jesus will be.

God used Adam to give this revelation and Adam failed. He used ancient Israel and Israel also failed most miserably. He then used the Christian church which after the death of the apostles (those men chosen by Christ to preach the good news about Christ, which is the gospel) the church went into as state of apostasy. That is, the church abandoned what the Scriptures, Christ, and the apostles taught. The Reformation movement of the 15th and 16th century failed to complete the necessary reformation of the church. It is only the Advent Movement, the remnant of the seed of the woman, or in other words, the remnant of God’s true church, who will successfully accomplish God’s mission on earth. 

In the time of unprecedented crisis, the final generation of saints will give to the world a revelation of Jesus Christ. Some will be placed in prison, in dungeons, or in torture chambers where they will pass long and weary days waiting for deliverance. In them the patience of Jesus will be on display. Others will boldly proclaim the truth before thousands at the risk of life itself. Here the courage of Jesus Christ, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, will be on display. Some will stand before government officials and judiciaries and astonish them by their words of grace (holiness). In them the wisdom and the tact of Jesus will be on display. Others will be used to heal the sick. Here the mercy and the compassion of Jesus will be on display. Is it any wonder then that the word of God says that we as true Christians are spectacles (God’s theatre) unto the world: “For we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.” 1 Corinthians 4:9. 2What an awesome time we are living in! May God grant us the vision, the zeal, and the passion to be a part of the revelation of Jesus Christ.

——————————————






1.  1. This material was primarily produced for the students of the Revelation Seminar at the Kencot Seventh-day Adventist Church.

2. 2.   The original Greek for “spectacle” in 1 Corinthians 4: 9 is theatron, the word from which we get the English word “theatre.”










Chapter one

God’s Method of Interpreting Revelation





This chapter is based on Revelation 1. 

God reveals Himself through His spoken word, through the written word, and through “His incarnate Word”, Jesus Christ. The prophecies of Revelation are a manifestation of God’s will through His written Word. 

The book of Revelation (actually an epistle, that is, a letter) is a part of the 66 canonized books of the Bible, in other words, it is a part of the 66 books which are recognized as divinely, inspired writings and are, therefore, accepted as Holy Scriptures. It is in the Holy Canon because it is consistent with all the other Scriptures. It is therefore the inspired will of God revealed to man. 

Revelation is a part of the process of God unfolding His will to the human race. There is no other collection of books like the Bible which is the complete, authoritative, infallible will of God. No other collection of books can tell you how this sin-cursed earth will come to an end as the Word of the living God, the Bible. Revelation plays a special role in the revelation of God’s will.
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Revelation 1:1-20


Prologue


1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew [show] unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it [made it known by symbols] by his angel unto his servant John: 2Who bare [bore] record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 3Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

Greeting to the Seven Churches


4John to the seven churches which are in Asia [Asia Minor]: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 5And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten [firstborn] of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds [tribes] of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 8I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

Vision of the Son of Man, Jesus Christ


9I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of [patient waiting for] Jesus Christ, was in the isle [island] that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 11Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

12And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man [Jesus Christ], clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt [bound] about the paps [chest] with a golden girdle [belt]. 14His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged [two-edged] sword: and his countenance [face] was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

17And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 19Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;  20The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.
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In Revelation Chapter 1, verses 1 to 3, we have a synopsis of the purpose of this epistle (letter). The first verse tells us that it is a revelation of Jesus Christ and that this is the theme of this letter. The verse may be seen as a revelation of Jesus Christ or a revelation about Jesus Christ. Any way you want to read the text it is ultimately a revelation about God’s will. 

God wants us to know. Therefore, the book of Revelation is not a sealed book as some would have us to believe. The word apokalupsis (revelation) is the Greek word from which we get the English word “apocalypse” which means “to reveal, to disclose, to open, etc.” The book of Revelation is only sealed to those who have eyes to see but do not want to see and those who have ears to hear but do not want to hear. 

The other reason why the book of Revelation was written was to show things which must shortly come to pass. It is a prophetic message preparing us against the trap of the enemy so that when that day comes, we are not caught unaware. 

The letter was sent for the purpose of comforting the churches of Asia Minor. The religion of Christianity was a very young religion at the time when John wrote this epistle, which was about the years 90 A.D. to 95 A.D. Note that the year 1 A.D. was intended to be the year when Christ was born in human flesh, with A.D. being the abbreviation of the Latin phrase Anno Domini which means “in the year of our Lord.” Thus, 90 A.D. to 95 A.D. is approximately 90 to 95 years after Christ’s birth. The years before Christ was born on earth are labelled B.C. meaning “before Christ.” As it happened, it was discovered that Christ was actually born in human flesh in approximately the year 5 B.C.

At the time of John’s writing, Christianity was going through a difficult time during its embryonic stage. Many hardships were ahead.  If they hated Jesus so they will hate His followers. That the church needed all the assurance it could get that Jesus understood. He knows the pain of His church but He will never leave them nor forsake them. When Jesus picks us up, He will see about our spiritual wellbeing as well as about our physical affairs. The church is now militant, but it will become the church triumphant. 

So, as you read the prophecies of Revelation and you see the bitter and bloody and checkered history of the church, you will be comforted. For all the earthquakes and the multitude of disasters that plague mankind confirm that God is still in control, and that He will triumph over sin. It is the book of Revelation that gives us this hope. Oh, what a glorious hope that there is a better day coming! No wonder the first beatitude (blessing declared by Jesus Christ) of the book proclaims: “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Revelation 1:3.

Not only must we read and listen to the word of God, but we must keep those things we have received. Keeping them means to act on what God has revealed to us regardless of the circumstances. The word “blessed” means “happy.” Happy are you when you see how God is with His people throughout the ages and how he has preserved His Word, and so likewise He will be with you through all your trials and difficult times. Indeed, this is a revelation of Jesus Christ. Amen! 

A Picture of the Risen Lord

After being banished to the isle of Patmos for his faith John was alone. He needed the assurance and comfort that His Friend on whose bosom he would rest from time to time, has not forsaken him. And so, God chose the right moment to give his servant a revelation of His Son, Jesus Christ, who is alive. Thus, on the Lord’s Day John was caught up in a vision (supernatural mental imagery) from God and given a special revelation of Jesus. Jesus appeared to John, not as the carpenter’s son in Galilee, but as the glorious majestic Mediator between God and man. He is alive and He stands among the seven golden lampstands which are in the Holy Place (the first apartment) of the heavenly sanctuary.

The glory of Jesus’ appearance hit John with such power that he fell down prostrate as if he was dead. He was awe-stricken and terrified for his life. John was not afraid of the boiling cauldron of oil that Emperor Domitian threw him into. But this awesome glory of Jesus caused him to fear for his life. While John was on his face wondering what next, he felt a warm hand upon him and he heard a voice saying “Be not afraid.” Jesus was still his friend and He was about to give him a revelation of the future by showing that righteousness will triumph over evil. John was comforted to know that Jesus was still a Friend of the sinner.

The Recipient   

The messages that Jesus gave to John were not only for the seven churches of Asia Minor. They were also for the universal church throughout the Christian era, that is, the era beginning with the traditional year of Christ’s birth, the year 1 A.D. It was a message of assurance that, though the church will go through the valley of the shadow of death, that we should fear no evil. It may be bloody but God will not allow the gates of hell to prevail.

Very early in the introduction John heard the cry “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him.” Revelation 1:7. Indeed, Christ will come to put an end to the reign of terror. Be assured that as there is an empty tomb today in Palestine, so Christ will come again! We must have this hope, because without it life is meaningless. So, we can see from very early on that the book of Revelation is really about the Christ and not the Antichrist, who is the opponent of Christ.

The Lord’s Day

Many theologians have written on Revelation 1:10 which reads: “I [John] was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet.” These theologians give diverse views and meanings to this passage. What really is “the Lord’s Day” in Revelation 1:10? There are three schools of thought on this:


	It is Sunday, the New Testament Christian Sabbath.

	It is the day of the Lord’s coming, the Second Advent (Coming) of Christ.

	It is the seventh-day Sabbath as was given by God from creation.



If the Lord’s Day is Sunday, then where have we ever seen in the Scriptures (the Bible) where the first day of the week is called “the Lord’s Day”? As a matter of fact, most mainstream evangelical movements will quickly admit that there is no Scriptural evidence to support the concept that Sunday is “the Lord’s Day.” 

All throughout the Bible, “the day of the Lord” has been used in the Scriptures to refer to the Day of God’s Judgment upon people. It is generally used in relation to a time when God will come and judge the earth and give the people a reward according to their deeds. In Revelation 1:10 the context does not fit such a meaning. 

John told us about a number of things in connection with receiving his first vision, informing us that:


	He was banished to the rocky island called Patmos.

	He was suffering tribulation just as his fellow Christian brethren were.

	He was given vital information to be sent to the churches of Asia Minor.

	He received his first vision on “the Lord’s Day.”



To summarise then, this all tells us that John was giving the place, (the Isle of Patmos), the circumstance (suffering tribulation), and the time (the Lord’s Day) when he was given the vision. 

Now, God said, “The seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God.” Exodus 20:10. The prophet, Isaiah, also called the seventh-day Sabbath the Lord’s Day, for Isaiah records God’s words which says: “Turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day.” Isaiah 58: 13. In addition, Jesus Christ said, “The Son of man [Christ] is Lord…of the sabbath.” Mark 2:28. We can now conclude after the process of elimination using the evidence from the Bible, that “the Lord’s Day” is the seventh-day Sabbath of the weekly cycle. The Scriptures clearly affirm this.

So, even many years after our Lord’s (Christ’s) death, John like other Christians was worshipping God on the seventh-day Sabbath of the Scriptures, which starts at sunset on Friday and ends at sunset on Saturday. In further study, we will see how the attempted change of the Sabbath came about and why so many Christians are worshipping on Sunday, the first day of the week, instead of on the seventh-day Sabbath. There is much more to learn. Keep reading.

Revelation’s Method of Interpretation

There are so many different methods for interpreting the Book of Revelation. For instance, there is:


	The Preterist school which teaches that all the prophecies of Revelation were fulfilled in the first Christian century, 1 A.D. to 100 A.D., and that the only relevance the Book has to us is in a spiritual application.

	The Idealist school teaches that nothing in Revelation is to be seen in light of an actual fulfillment, but instead we are to see the prophecies in a spiritual light. For God was only using various pictures to didactically illustrate (to show by moral instruction) various points about salvation, which is the saving from eternal death (annihilation).

	The Futurist school which is the mostly widely held position in the interpretation of the prophecies. This view holds that, after Chapter 4 of Revelation, we are to expect all prophecies from Chapters 5 to 22 to be fulfilled in the future just before Jesus Christ comes to the earth again. So, the prophecies are pushed down into the future.

	The fourth school of interpretation is the Historicist school which is one of the most unpopular positions in Christendom (Christians as a group). This view teaches that the prophecies of Revelation are fulfilled along a continuum. That is, there is a past fulfillment, a present fulfillment, and a future fulfillment of the prophecies. 



What is your view on how to interpret the book of Revelation? Can Revelation itself give us its own method as to how to interpret the contents of its prophecies? We are very happy that the Lord of the Revelation has not left us in darkness. In Revelation 1: 19 we are given the answer: “Write the things which thou hast seen [past], and the things which are [present], and the things which shall be hereafter [future].” Evidently, the Historicist method of interpretation is the method which fits the way the prophecies of the book of Revelation were given. Thus, the prophecies in Revelation relate to the past, present, and the future.

To understand the contents of the symbolic language of Revelation then we have to do two things: (1) let Revelation gives its own interpretation of the meaning of its messages and symbols and, (2) when we cannot find the meaning in Revelation itself, then let us use the rest of the Scriptures to give the meaning. This second point is important because the Book of Revelation draws heavily upon the rest of the Scriptures. There are about 200 verses in Revelation and about 1,000 references and allusions to the rest of the Bible. Revelation, therefore, is a compendium (summary) of the Scriptures. In Revelation all the books of the Bible meet. Therefore, we must rest heavily upon other Scriptures for an understanding of Revelation.

The Seven Churches 




[image: Figure 1.1 The seven churches in Asia Minor]Figure 1.1 The seven churches in Asia Minor


The prophecies of the seven churches were messages specifically given to the circuit of churches in Asia Minor consisting of seven literal churches (see Figure 1.1). However, the messages to the seven churches have a spiritual application as the admonition (caution) from Christ to these churches, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” (Revelation 2:7), is certainly for a wider audience. These seven churches correspond to seven periods of the Christian church’s history up to when Jesus Christ returns to the earth. Jesus selected these seven churches (there were other churches such as Colossae and Hierapolis which He could have selected) because the literal meaning of their names and their experiences symbolised the historical periods of the church of Jesus Christ. 

The letters to the seven churches are characterised by (1) commendations, (2) rebuke, (3) counsel, (4) promise.

The Sanctuary Motif

The introductory vision of this prophecy demonstrated an aspect of the sanctuary (see Figure 1.1). The sanctuary is the focal point of the all eight visions of Revelation.




[image: Figure 1.2 A simple aerial view of the sanctuary]Figure 1.2 A simple aerial view of the sanctuary


In the first line of vision, we note that Jesus was standing in the midst of the seven candlesticks: “And I [John] turned to see the voice that spake [spoke] with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man [Christ], clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt [bound] about the paps [chest] with a golden girdle [belt].” Revelation 1:12, 13. Thus Christ was in the Holy Place, which is the first apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, for the candlestick was found in the Holy Place (see Figure 1.2). 

The prophecy of Revelation Chapter 1 was for the most part fulfilled when Jesus was in the Holy Place. The six churches, the six seals, and the six trumpets of Revelation, occur while the ministry of Christ in the first apartment, the Holy Place, is in effect. Whereas the seventh church, the seventh seal, and the seventh trumpet, occur during the ministry of Christ in the Most Holy Place.

Jesus in Revelation Chapter 1 is portrayed as the High Priest who constantly trims the lamps as the earthly high priest did in the sanctuary system on earth. The lamps represent the seven churches: “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.” Revelation 1:20. 

This is a symbol of Jesus who is vigilantly, ever watching over His church to ensure that the Gospel light does not grow dim throughout the centuries. He has promised His church that He will never leave her nor forsake her. So, this introductory vision shows us that Jesus cares and He is still in control of His universe.

The first line of prophecy in the book of Revelation shows that Revelation is primarily concerned with Christ and His church. Therefore, whatever prophecies we see in Revelation must relate to the church and not to literal Israel in the land of Israel today.

Questions For Further Thought


	Why is it important to know that Jesus is our High Priest?

	How is the picture of Jesus watching over the church reassuring to you?

	In what ways can the Light of the gospel shine more brightly in you?












Chapter two

Jesus Speaks to His Church Candidly





This chapter is based on Revelation 2 and 3. 

Revelation Chapters 2 and 3  contain the messages from Jesus Christ to the circuit of seven literal churches of Asia Minor which John wrote down (see Figure 1.1). As was said before, these messages were also for the universal church throughout the Christian era, that is, the era beginning with the traditional year of Christ’s birth, the year 1 A.D.

Ephesus

As the Roman postman enters into his journey of the seven cities of Asia, the first stop he makes is at the seaport town of Ephesus. The name “Ephesus” means “desirable.” This church represents the period of the time of the apostles, 31 A.D. up to about 100 A.D. The message to Ephesus is given in Revelation Chapter 2:1-7. It is a message coming directly from Jesus Christ.



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 2:1-7


To the Church in Ephesus


1Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles [those specially chosen and sent by Christ to preach the gospel, which is the good news of the saving of humanity from eternal death (annihilation) through Christ], and are not, and hast found them liars: 3And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

4Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent [turn away from and have deep remorse for your evildoings which is sin], and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent [turn away from and have deep remorse for your evildoings which is sin]. 6But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh [sin] will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 



[image: image-placeholder]In His message to the church in Ephesus, Jesus first commended the Ephesians for their faithfulness in not tolerating imposters. Some made claims to have the credentials of apostleship, that is, claimed to be specially chosen by Christ and to be sent by Christ to preach the gospel (the good news of the saving of humanity from eternal death (annihilation) through Christ). Not every preacher is from God. Put all preachers to the test by the word of God: “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word [the Bible], it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20. 

It does not matter how eloquent they may be in their presentation they must speak according to the Word of God, the Bible, before their message should be accepted as God’s truth. So, the early Christian church was known for its faithfulness in contending, which is to say, in striving against opposition, to maintain the pure and true faith in God and His gospel. 

Jesus also commended them for rejecting the teachings of the Nicolaitans. We are not sure who these group of people were, but when we look at the writing of the apostle John himself, we find that there were antichrists (opponents of Christ) in his time who were espousing strange and spurious (false) doctrines (teachings).  For example, false doctrines such as Jesus Christ never came to the earth in human flesh, and that it was not important to keep the law of God so long as your spiritual being is in touch with God. Thus, these antichrists spoke saying, “So live as you please because the spiritual man has nothing to do with the physical man.”

Today the offshoot of the Nicolaitans doctrine is that the Christian today is not obligated to keep the law of God so long as he/she is converted (has become a disciple of Christ) and has the “baptism of the Holy Spirit.” But Jesus made it clear that He hated the deeds and false teachings of the Nicolaitans when He said: “But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” Revelation 2: 6.

The problem that Jesus found with the early church was that it had a strong zeal to preserve the truth, but it fell from its first love. Jesus was saddened by this. What husband would be happy with a wife who just performs her wifely duties but lacks love for her husband? The relationship becomes dry and flat. This is a warning for new believers in Christ as well as seasoned and matured Christians, to beware that you do not lose your first love that you had for Jesus when you first met Him. 

Smyrna 

The word “Smyrna” means “sweet fragrance.” It was the second stop on the journey of the Roman postman. This was a city of perfume. This church represents the period of the church from 100 A.D. to about 323 A.D. when the church went through bloody persecution.



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 2:8-11


To the Church in Smyrna


8And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last [Christ], which was dead, and is alive; 9I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy [the evil speaking against God] of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue [church] of Satan [the angel who rebelled against God and was, therefore, cast out of heaven by God with his evil angels]. 

10Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried [tested]; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 11He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh [sin] shall not be hurt of the second death [which is eternal death (annihilation)]. 



[image: image-placeholder]Smyrna was commended for her spiritual richness although she was poor in this world’s goods. When the flames of persecution are kindled against God’s church then that is the time when the spiritual life is burning on the altar of sacrifice. That is the time when we live more godly in Christ Jesus. For the apostle Paul warns the young pastor, Timothy, that those who live godly lives must suffer persecution: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12. But the godly life of suffering will be a sweet perfume in the face of Jesus.

The reward for those who maintain their godliness during persecution will be great. Though the church suffered the great Diocletian persecution of 10 prophetic days (10 literal years according to the day-for-a-year Bible principle of interpretation) from 303 A.D. to 313 A.D., a crown of life awaits them. Here are two verses that state the day-for- a-year principle: “After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.” Numbers 14:34. “And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.” Ezekiel 4:6.

Not only a crown of life, but the One (Christ) who introduces Himself as the first and the last, the one who was dead and is alive, promised the persecuted that they will not taste of the second death which is eternal death (annihilation). This is death that Jesus tasted for all humanity: “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God [by God’s favour] should taste [the second] death for every man.” Hebrews 2: 9. So, when we accept Christ and His suffering then we will escape this second death, a death in which there will be no hope in seeing the face of God again. 

The church in Smyrna received no rebuke from Christ, but instead Christ praises this church for their sacrificial deaths for Christ’s sake. Jesus regarded their martyrdom for Him as the “muron” which gave off a precious odour when crushed. Psalm 116:15 says: “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.” 

Pergamos

This takes us to the period 323 A.D. to 538 A.D. during which the so-called conversion of Constantine, the Emperor of Rome, to Christ occurred. The word “Pergamos” means “elevation.”  It was indeed a period of elevation. It was a period when the persecution was stopped and the Christian religion was elevated to a state religion.

Because of the so-called conversion of Constantine there was an attempt to allure many pagans (unbelievers in Christ) to join the Christian church. So, Constantine and his advisors organised themselves to carry out compromises in order to win these pagans (unbelievers in Christ) to Christianity. The period corresponding to the church in Pergamos was, therefore, a period of compromise instead of persecution.



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 2:12-17


To the Church in Pergamos


12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 13I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain [killed] among you, where Satan dwelleth. 

14But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine [teaching] of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication [sexual relations between people who are unmarried]. 15So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16Repent [turn away from and have deep remorse for your evildoings which is sin]; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh [sin] will I give to eat of the hidden manna [food from heaven], and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving [except] he that receiveth it. 



[image: image-placeholder]When Satan was weak in getting the Christians to recant (renounce) their faith in Christ through bloody persecution, he was successful in getting them to contaminate their faith through compromise. One such compromise was the worshipping of images and another was the setting aside of Sunday for worship as if it was indeed God’s holy day (more will be said on these things later in this book). 

The corrupt teachings of the Nicolaitans which was rejected by the Ephesus church was now being promulgated (advocated). In addition, the corrupt teachings and practices of Balaam were also being promulgated (advocated). Now, it was Balaam who joined with King Balac (Balak) because of his lust for money and who attempted to curse God’s people. Here Balaam represents the attempt to unite church and state as Constantine did in 323 A.D.

Jesus was very displeased with this union of church and state. God would have no such thing as religion and the state uniting. For this leads to religious intolerance and persecution on the part of those who want to foist (impose) their beliefs upon the minority group in any society. This union of church and state was, in fact, the birth of the papacy which is the Roman Catholic Church’s system of church government headed by a man called the “pope.” No wonder Jesus says render onto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s. This was an injunction (command) by Jesus to keep church and state separate.

The ones who remained faithful unto God during this time of compromise were given the promise by God of receiving a white stone with a new name: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving [except] he that receiveth it.” Revelation 2:17. This is an allusion (indirect reference) to the Roman judicial proceedings. When a black stone was given to the accused in court, it meant condemnation and when a white stone was given then it meant acquittal (being proved not guilty as charged). God will acquit His people in the judgment for suffering for His name.

Thyatira 

“Thyatira” means “sweet savour of labour.”  The church in Thyatira represents the period of the church when compromise led to apostasy. That is, the church abandoned what the Scriptures, Christ, and the apostles taught. This was the darkest period in the history of God’s Church and it lasted from about 538 A.D. to 1798 A.D.  It was the noontide of the papacy but the midnight of the world. “Thyatira” also means “sacrifice of contrition.” This was a time when God’s truth was sacrificed for the false teachings and practices of tradition.



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 2:18-29


To the Church in Thyatira


18And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19I know thy works, and charity [love], and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 

20Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest [permit] that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication [sexual relations between people who are unmarried], and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21And I gave her space [time] to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 

22Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery [sexual relations between married and unmarried people] with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins [mind] and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

24But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine [teaching], and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 26And he that overcometh [sin], and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers [pieces]: even as I received of my Father. 28And I will give him the morning star. 29He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 



[image: image-placeholder]The church’s tolerance of Jezebel was the main cause of the apostasy. Jezebel of the Old Testament was a wicked queen who led the nation of Israel into apostasy. She was renowned (known) for killing the prophets of God. Similarly, the great Roman Catholic Church killed over 50 million Christians during the Dark Ages which lasted from the 5th century A.D. to about the late 15th century A.D. It was the Reformation that brought an end to this time of tribulation which was cut short by God for the elect’s sake, that is, for the sake of those declared righteous by God: “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” Matthew 24:21, 22.    

Those who were in alliance with this false, corrupt woman Jezebel, the apostate church, would be punished by a great tribulation and death. (A woman in the Bible means a church in this context: “I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely [beautiful] and delicate [refined] woman.” Jeremiah 6:2. “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste [undefiled] virgin to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 11:2.) Indeed, Europe during the Dark Ages went through a period of a horrendous disease called the “Black Death.”

“The rest in Thyatira” (Revelation 2:24) that remained represented the faithful reformers who did not corrupt their Christian faith. Men such as Wycliffe, Huss, Jerome, Luther, and Zwingli, were an example of the rest in Thyatira.

The promise given to the church at this time is: “And he that overcometh [sin], and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers [pieces]: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star.” Revelation 2:26-28.

This promise must never be interpreted to literally mean that overcomers will be given power here on earth to rule the nations with a rod of iron. Now, some have espoused (advocated) the view that Jesus will set up His millennial kingdom on earth, which would exist side by side with the evil nations. But to have power over nations and to rule with a rod of iron does not mean administrative rule, but spiritual demolition and destruction of the powers of darkness as is suggested in Psalm Chapter 2: “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Psalm 2:8, 9.

Sardis

Sardis is the post-reformation church (1798 A.D. to 1833 A.D.). This would take us to the fifth stop the postman would make on this leg of the journey. 



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 3:1-6


To the Church in Sardis


1And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 3Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 

4Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 5He that overcometh [sin], the same shall be clothed in white raiment [garment]; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 



[image: image-placeholder]The name “Sardis” means “that which remains” or “escape of the remnant.” So it was that the Reformation, which began on October 31, 1517 with Martin Luther, was a movement marked by the rejection of the false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church and the establishment of Protestant churches. Those who were inheritors of the Reformation were called “Protestants.” However, all those churches such as the Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, etc. who have benefited from the Reformation no longer live up their name.  Many of these churches no longer call themselves Protestants, but instead called themselves Evangelicals.

These Protestant/Evangelical churches have not progressed in the light of the Reformation teachings. They have not fully emerged from the Roman Catholic Church. The Reformation should have been completed but instead the protest against the false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church has ceased, and now these churches have imbibed (absorbed) the false teachings instead. Jesus says: “For I have not found thy works perfect before God [there has been an incomplete reformation].” Revelation 3:2. 

What an indictment (charge of crime) when Jesus pronounced upon these churches the state of being pretentious, of having a name (Reformation) but are dead! For Jesus said, “And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” Revelation 3:1. In preparing for the upcoming judgment Jesus gave a promise to the overcomer that their names will not be blotted out of the book of life. For in the judgment, names will be blotted out or sins will be blotted out. Which of these blotting outs will you be in?

Philadelphia

Philadelphia represents a glorious history of the Christian church. No other time in history has lost truths been restored as in this period. This was to set the foundation for the final reformation to be brought about by the preaching of The Three Angels’ Messages.



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 3:7-13


To the Church in Philadelphia


7And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 8I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

9Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 10Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast [securely] which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

12Him that overcometh [sin] will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 13He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 



[image: image-placeholder]“Philadelphia” means “brotherly love.” Indeed, it was a time when the church was closely bonded together in love through the study of the word. This was the period of the Advent Awakening (1833 A.D. to 1844 A.D.) in that it was the great revival of preaching of Jesus’ Advent (coming), that Jesus was coming soon. The restoration of the Advent doctrine was realized. Over 50,000 lay preachers, people, and pastors, were preaching the soon coming of Christ on the two main continents of Europe and North America. 

Due to their study of the book of Daniel, the Advent believers looked forward with great anticipation to the coming of Jesus in 1844 A.D. Jesus did not come and it was a bitter disappointment. However, instead of becoming totally discouraged, a little group went back to study the word of God and discovered the Bible text in Daniel Chapter 8: “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Daniel 8:14. That is, this Bible verse says that the sanctuary will be cleansed at the end of the 2,300 days, which is 2,300 literal years according to the day-for-a-year principle.

It did not mean that Jesus would come and cleanse the earth on October 22, 1844, but instead that Jesus had opened a door into the sanctuary in heaven, the door of the Most Holy Place, to begin a work of final atonement for God’s people (the reconciliation of humanity to God) in 1844. It was eventually discovered that the cleansing of the sanctuary was not just a cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven but cleansing of the soul temple (heart). This would prepare a people to live in the sight of God without an intercessor! We are all invited to come through this door which Jesus has opened and no man can shut.

Laodicea

We are now living in the time of the Laodicean church (since 1844). “Laodicea” means “judging of the people”. It is a message of startling rebuke.



[image: image-placeholder]

Revelation 3:14-22


To the Church in Laodicea


14And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 21To him that overcometh [sin] will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame [sin], and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 



[image: image-placeholder]Instead of being in a state of penitence (remorse for sins), the Laodicean church says that it is rich and increased with goods. But Jesus’ retort (response) is that the church is destitute of: (a) His love and faith (gold tried in the fire), (b) His spirit of discernment (eye salve), and (c) His righteousness (white raiment [clothing]). What is so serious here is that this people have the truth but not, Jesus, the Author of the truth. There is no zeal and passion for living for Jesus and showing his love to the world. In fact, Laodicea is just not in love with Jesus.

Jesus is polite. He does not impose himself upon us. So, John, the revelator, pictures Him as standing at the door knocking and waiting for us to open the door in order that He may come in and to sup (dine) with us. He wants to have that close intimate relationship with us. Will you open your heart’s door and let Him in today?

Questions For Further Thought

	In what ways is your life lacking:


     (a)  Jesus’ love and faith

     (b)  His Spirit of discernment

     (c)  His righteousness
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