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“Perhaps it’s like the difference between
pizza and a grilled cheese sandwich?” she said.

I looked up from the two novels that I held,
one in my right hand and one in my left, and looked at her. She was
Reason A for me to be in this bookstore. I held Reasons B and C in
my hands. I had never spoken to her except a mumbled “Can I have
this please?” when paying for my books. She had served me four
times this semester, once a week on average, or 24% of my total
visits so far, counting today. Would she serve me today, or was she
scheduled to walk the floor to check for shoplifters?
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