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PREFACE

 

I wrote this eBook originally geared to existing business owners who want to increase awareness, market, advertise and/or attract new customers to their company; but can’t afford to hire professionals or waste valuable time trying to find reliable information specific to their own needs.  These same basic methods can also be used for any personal, group, brand, startup venture, etc promotion, marketing or advertising of any product, service, information and/or message YOU want the entire world to know, NOW!

It took wwaaaaayyy longer than I intended it to--but sometimes crap happens!  HOWEVER, the extra time it took has tripled the number of priceless tidbits in little-known and learned-the-hard-way tips, shortcuts, etc from my OWN experiences since I began my entrepreneurial/small business journey, and started developing my 'online presence' just over 2 years ago!  As always everything works out in the end, whether we stress ourselves to the point of hair loss or not!  LOL Never Give Up; as soon enough you WILL BE one second away from your success!

I am 'talking' to YOU, as if you are sitting in right front of me, and I try to cover many possible industry-specific and general issues, no matter where you live in the world.  It is an intense 'one-time crash course' so-to-speak in online presence set up (business or personal), that covers a variety of related topics and has hundreds of added tips and hints on each point.  I have tried to be as funny and relatable as possible, especially as I don't use pictures in this book to explain things.  I would love to have added pictures, but that would have meant either starting all new domain/site/media/advertising/etc accounts and pages; or using my own personal accounts for the pictures.

Let's face it the first choice, while helpful for this book, would not go well with the companies involved I am sure, as it would be like making instructional videos of THEIR services without permission and then deleting them before being charged; and posting pictures of my own accounts/pages with all my personal information on them would be a new brand of stupid that I am not willing to entertain at this point!

It took me hundreds of hours (more like thousands and counting really) searching online, reading what seemed like millions of articles, blogs and sites to find some easier, quicker, cheaper methods and shortcuts to put together a website and online presence to spread the word about my FREE budgeting book.  I wanted to reach everyone in the world at once, as opposed to one person/one workshop at a time as I did in the first year before I made a website, or had any media even.

After helping a couple of long time business owners while visiting Jamaica in the last year by setting up each of their businesses' different "Online Presence"; I decided to write a book so you can learn how to share YOUR message with the world on a budget so small it's almost invisible!

This step-by-step guide explains how to easily create and launch your own website and associated online media presence in as little as 3 days for under $10 US for your first month and under $20 US per month after that!  The costs are for a domain name and website, but have nothing to do with me personally; I am simply giving you the info I use(d), so you can do-it-yourself.

Creating a website, social media and advertising accounts does NOT need special training or computer programming skills of any kind like the "old days", no matter who tells you what; or you wouldn't be reading this right now as I don't have any special technical training either!  If you can read and follow simple instructions just like a recipe for a cake (or sandwich, depending on your cooking skill levels!  LOL), you can do all this yourself; but if you do need help, call the customer service line of that company and they can resolve the issue quickly.

If you want to build an entire website from the base up without using a website builder and/or hosting company and try to plan and allow for every possible add-on that you may want years from now; then yes it will take forever, and at least a working knowledge in coding and programming is necessary.  Additionally, the only ones who will be able to maintain/change/repair that site as far as how it works and looks, are those who build it.  The site still needs to be 'hosted', which simply put is: a computer or server (company) that allows other computers (customers) to access your site (store), and maintains/repairs all the technical 'behind-the-scenes' issues to keep your site available 24/7 and working properly.

This book is a very detailed and extensive guide or template of sorts, with a checklist including shortcuts, tips, descriptions and links to various free/cheap sites/companies, and explains how to break your bigger goal(s) down into smaller 'do-able' steps and prioritize tasks for success on your own terms, regardless of YOUR definition of success!

Please note some links in this book are affiliated, and I may be compensated if/when you click on them and/or make a purchase on their site(s).  I personally use these companies (or know someone who does) and recommend them for a variety of reasons, but especially because they truly deliver what they offer in all ways; and we ALL know how rare that seems to be getting these days!

I have added a resource section to the website which has full descriptions of these and more of my favorite products/services/companies with links to each, and more favorite product and company reviews to come soon.  Additionally, if you click a link from any of my eBooks (the website or a media page) that takes you to another website; their terms, rules and policies with respect to cookies, conditions, privacy, etc will apply instead while you are on their site.
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INTRODUCTION

 

Someone was going to 'do it for me' but after 4 months of waiting and getting absolutely nothing but more excuses as to why my website was not even started yet, I opened a Vistaprint account, a Twitter account and made my first tweet during a live music award show on TV, with a valid live link to my website page that said, 'under construction and please check back in 24-48 hours' and was globally 'on the radar' in under 2 hours!  It was an immense FREE help to kick off getting my foot in the door so-to-speak on a global level at that; and hyped the site before it was even in existence!

**Vistaprint no longer has website hosting just fyi since 2024, but it's parent company Exact Hosting now does it too and on a much easier learning curve and usage level too it turns out! Its still a drag&drop site builder you can use or a Wordpress if you prefer and they have 3 emails provided in the basic $15US/month package that I found that compared to many others who provided super low prices locked in for 2-3 years but had almost no customer service or tech support to speak of either.  For only $25US/month you can add a merch store page like Shopify (one of a few when I checked it out)  to your site also but I like Etsy for its free plan for my print on demand merch site; so I just added a link on my site to it (and in all my bios/posts/etc) and find it works just as well for now--speaking of which take a minute to head over there AFTER you read this book and check it out; the link is on the last page for your convenience--and none of this 'tldr' skipping to the end crap now either hey?! lol

I could you tell the entire story in detail of how that person tried to 'help' me further with incorrectly creating the website account for me, accidentally registering my domain (website name) as their own property, or how it took too many emails and calls to the domain company, with proof that it was my property/idea, just to get it all verified and correctly registered under my name.  Or how thankfully I had seen a blog somewhere that said to create a simple and clear NDA (non-disclosure agreement) form to prevent crap like this, which I insisted on being signed by both of us before going into details of my plans/ideas originally; and that was the ultimate proof needed in the end!  How without that form, the person would have legally owned MY website, without my even realizing; would have been legally entitled to all income from it in any way, and could have shut down my entire site and/or domain existence, whenever they felt like it!  How all this came from (not even blindly!) trusting a 'professional programmer' who was advertising for extra work on Kijiji; and assured me for 4 months that I was just not smart enough to do any of this on my own!  LMAO!

However, that would just be bad-mouthing someone whose actions were obviously not worth even getting upset about, and who had so many personal issues that they needed more 'help' than I did!

Therefore, I wish toTHANK that person; as the frustration and time wasted cause by their (lack of) actions forced me to rely on my own brain and realize I didn't need to be a specialist in anything other than reading, understanding and following direction!  This propelled me forward, led me to some incredible places, experiences and new skills that I didn't know I WAS smart enough to do, as well as opened doors that I didn't know even existed!  And this is still just the beginning of some awesome things that are developing from having the courage and determination to do it myself, despite 'nay-sayers' and 'non-believers'; including writing this 6th book!

I saw a t-shirt recently that sums it all up:  HATERS MAKE ME GREATER!

So, if you have what YOU think is a great idea, don't let ANYONE tell you it's necessary for you to explain it all in detail to them before they will even consider helping you!  Or that you need to do extensive (and costly) market research to find out if there is already a similar business to yours-that's the definition of competition, not duplication.  As well your target market doesn't need to be so narrow that you are cutting out 2/3 of your potential hidden or secondary customer base.  Write out a simple one paragraph NDA in plain language, noting that all ideas, property, etc will always be the property of the one who created them; and that neither party can use and/or make money from the other person's idea without written permission from that person, regardless of reason or manner.  Create a standard blank template of one with room for specific info, names and dates as needed, and carry a few printed copies with you.  You both should sign and date it, and each get a copy as well so there is no confusion about anything, ever.

Someone's word and a handshake being good enough to even believe, never mind hold up in court if necessary, went the way of the dinosaurs about the same time they vanished too I think!  So, don't be a fool who gets parted from your money needlessly by freely giving away your idea(s) to someone who can make it happen before you, with the hope that they are honest!

This is the same info, pointers and invaluable tips I learned, have been told or figured out by mistake sometimes even, that all helped me go from wanting to do more with my life 'somehow'; to having a website, 6+ eBooks, DIY Videos on topics like food and household tasks, multiple social media pages, original music, a business that teaches others how to help themselves, and travel the world…all on a budget so small even I can't figure out how I got this far sometimes without starving for the last 3 years and counting...just barely too; as I help YOU help yourself for 'free' so much it costs ME at times!  ;)

It has been a process that involved way too much swearing and even more loud shouting of “Thank You God!” when an issue that was trying to make me crazy finally would work right--on the 137th try!  It has still expanded despite traveling for over a year with sometimes no data at all, my laptop getting smashed and broken and having no access to update anything anywhere for over 4 months, and more issues not even worth mentioning.

It has cost next to nothing financially, but-FYI my neck and back are now on strike and in negotiations with the rest of my body on a class action suit against me; for unfair working conditions, no pay, harassment to the 'nth degree' and severe strain/pain/stress caused by sitting for up to 12 hours at a time hunched over said laptop (and now a new even smaller to read one)!  Not to mention the TONS of unnecessary hair-pulling, hurting my hand banging the desk, and screaming sessions that bordered on 'uttering threats to kill' at a laptop that just stared back at me blankly; like Stewie in Family Guy!  Lol

If you find any errors or incorrect information as you read through this book and/or create your own online set up; please take a minute to send me an email or use my website contact page to let me know!  This way, I can correct it so that future readers will not run into the same problem!  It's easier to admit now that I am NOT perfect, than to try to use it as an 'excuse' later if needed!  HAHA

So, are you ready to answer the ridiculous, snarky "WHOOOO, do you THINK, YOU are?!" question, on a global level; for once and for all?!  …Oooonnnnnn YOUR mark … (imagine a huge smiley face and a 'thumbs up' emoji here!)
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