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The wooden fence at the edge of our garden was tall, grey, and splintered. My dad always told me never to climb it. "The woods on the other side are old, Leo," he’d say, peering over his newspaper. "Too old. People get turned around in there."

But today, my football had sailed right over the jagged top.

"I’ll get it," Tessa whispered. She was my best friend and lived next door. She was braver than me, usually. She was already wearing her yellow raincoat and muddy boots.
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