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Notes to the Reader

• Chapters and sections.  Click or tap a chapter or section in the Table of Contents to jump to that location in the book.

• Footnotes. Some footnotes are verse references and some are written explanations. In the body of the book, click or tap a footnote number to display the footnote (an asterisk before the number indicates an explanation, no asterisk indicates a verse). Depending upon the e-reader, the footnote will either appear in a pop-up or be displayed in a list of footnotes (often being the first one at the top of the page).
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Introduction

…  the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage feast … (Matt. 25:10)

This book is not for unbelievers, though there may be some who find something of value in it. Rather, it is written specifically for genuine Christians, for those who have believed into the Lord Jesus, for those who love Him. This book is not an exegesis of the Bible. Rather, it is a follow-on and companion to another book, an endtime chronology.*1 This book provides further details and exhortations concerning the events that occur around the beginning of the great tribulation. While this writing touches on some of the same matters covered in the preceding book, it has a different focus. The central point of this book is the preparation of God’s people for the Lord’s return.

What does it mean for us, the believers, to have our hearts prepared for the Lord’s return? Many believers consider that all things between us and the Lord are fine, that no matter in what condition we may be, or what our circumstances may be, every­thing between us and Him is without problem. They also believe that no matter what the condition of the believers may be, we all shall be taken from the earth and raptured to the heavens before the time of the great tribulation. However, this understanding is not scriptural. Rather, in many portions and in many ways the Lord makes clear that some believers will be taken before the tribulation and some will be left to pass through it. He also makes it abundantly clear that we will all stand before His judgment seat and give account for the things we have done in our bodies, whether good or bad.2 According to the New Testament we may still have a problem with the Lord, even though we may be truly saved.

In this book I am sounding an alert! I am sounding an alarm! Not everything between us and the Lord is as it should be, or as it must be. This book is a call for all Christians to come out of all kinds of spiritual befuddlement. It is a call to wake up from the spiritual slumber in which so many Christians may find themselves. This book is a shout from the rooftop! The Lord's coming is close! The Lord's coming is near! Are we ready? Are our hearts prepared? Can we stand before the Lord at His judgment seat, giving account for all we have done while on this earth, and pass through that judgment into His joy? The Lord is coming. Are we ready?

Wise or Foolish?

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were foolish, and five were wise. (Matt. 25:1–2)

Consider the verses at the beginning of Matthew 25.3 Here we see 10 virgins: five of them are wise, and five are foolish. The five wise enter into the wedding feast, to participate in the exultant joy in the millennial kingdom with the wonderful Lord Jesus. However, the five foolish virgins are shut out from that jubilant time. We must all ask ourselves as believers in Christ, am I a wise virgin or a foolish virgin? Do not think that the wise virgins are believers and the foolish are unbelievers. No unbeliev­er is considered a virgin before the Lord—rather, it is us believers who have been espoused to Christ as a chaste virgin.4 However, even though we have been espoused to Him, according to Matthew 25 we may be foolish or wise. We may have oil only in our lamps, or we may have oil in our vessels as well. The oil is the Holy Spirit,5 of course. The lamp is our human spirit.6 The vessel is us, our selves, our souls.7 As believers we all have the Holy Spirit in our human spirit.8 That is to have oil in our lamps. But how many of us have “purchased”9 the oil necessary to fill our vessels? How many of us have the Spirit fully saturating our souls?

Remember the apostle Paul’s word to the Galatians, "O foolish Galatians!”10 Paul saw that the Galatian believers had been distracted from God’s New Testament way of walking according to the Spirit11 to gain Christ,12 back to the Old Testament way of following the law. They had been distracted from gaining Christ, from gaining the Spirit as the oil for their vessels. How about us? Have we also been distracted from Christ by so many things? Have we wasted our days, our hours, our resources, our being on things other than Christ? Or have we redeemed the time13 to purchase the “oil” necessary for our “lamps” to shine brightly at the Lord's return?

Do not think that I am talking about eternal salvation. No! Once a person has believed into the Lord Jesus, that person is always saved from eternal perdition. The Lord will never cast those who have believed into Him into the lake of fire for eternity. Nevertheless, there may still be a problem between us and the Lord. Consider the incestuous believer in 1 Corinthians.14 There was a serious problem between him and God. Yet in this very book of 1 Corinthians the Lord makes clear through the words of the apostle that all believers, the incestuous brother included, will be saved. However, some will be saved through fire!15 Which one of us wants to be saved through fire? Whether that fire is a physical fire or spiritual fire, what difference does it make? None of us wants to be saved through that fire.

Maturity

… the harvest is the end of the world … (Matt. 13:39)

The Lord says that the harvest is the consummation of the age (or, end of the world)—the time of His return. A harvest is a reaping of the grain that is ripe. If the Lord’s second coming is a harvest, what is He coming to reap? He is coming to reap the ripened believers.16 So then we must ask ourselves, am I ripe? Am I a person who has matured in Christ? Am I a person who has gained Christ,17 whose whole being has become saturated with Christ? Am I one who has subjectively experienced Christ’s term­inating crucifixion and His empowering resurrection,18 so that along with the apostle I can say, “It is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me?”19 The apostle could say these things, but can we? Are we believers who are fully grown, fully matured in Christ? Have we grown in Christ into all for which God created us?

In Revelation 14 we see the Lamb standing before the throne of God on the heavenly Mount Zion with 144,000 firstfruits.*2021 That these believers are called firstfruits indicates that they have matured in Christ—they have ripened. It also indicates that these have ripened before the majority of the har­vest, who are not reaped until much later.22 While the majority of the believers are the main harvest, there are some who ripen first. Today the Lord is making a call—He is calling for some to let go of everything and seek Him above all else; He is calling that some may ripen before the main harvest. Who will answer this call? Who will drop everything and seek Christ above all else to mature first, to satisfy the heart of God our Father and the heart of our dear Lord Jesus?

In order to help us prepare it is profitable to see what is about to befall the earth during the endtime. It is necessary to understand that time and, according to that understanding, pre­pare. It is for this reason that this book is written, to help God's people see and understand what is about to come upon the earth and upon man. We all need to be rescued from every kind of befuddlement and spiritual fog into a crystal clear sky with bril­liant heavenly light, in order that we may see our high, heavenly calling in Christ,23 as well as what lies ahead here on earth. We believers have been called to stand before the throne of God, without spot or blemish, as His many sons24 sharing His divine life,25 His divine nature,26 and His divine glory!27 We have not been called to go to a kind of heavenly mansion. We have been called to be genuine sons of God who are like Him in every way! How extraordinary, how excellent, how glorious this heavenly calling is!

The Lord's coming is close. It is very near. Now is the time to prepare. Now is the time to let go of every other thing and run after the Lord, to seek Him, to love Him with all our hearts. I am sounding an alarm! I am blowing a trumpet! The days are few; the time is near. Drop everything. Let us let go of all that our hearts cling to. Come out of everything to Christ! Redeem the time while it is still possible. Who will respond to the call of God?

 

 





CHAPTER 1

Needs, Responsibilities,
Preparedness

We often may think of our great need for God, but it may never occur to us that God too has a great need. Both God and we are needy parties in a great, divine-human relationship! To some degree we may be aware of our own need, though we may in large part be unaware even of that. Yet, God’s need is much more deeply hidden.

God’s Need

…  the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord  … (Eph. 3:11) 

God needs an answer to the eternal call of His heart's desire. The answer to the deepest yearning of God is something that cannot come into being in an instant. Rather, this answer has been billions of years in the making, and is now nearing initial fruition, the day when the mystery of God is finished.28 But what is this mystery? For what has God been working these countless eons? For what does God yearn? Before He created anything, in eternity past God had an eternal purpose,29 and that purpose was according to the desire of His heart. When God created man in His image and after His likeness He communed within the God­head: "It is not good that the man should be alone."30 Why did God think it not good for the man in His image to be alone? Because, it was not good for God to be alone! God in eternity past had a hunger, had a thirst, had a great, divine desire. As it is not good for man to be alone, so it is also not good for God to be alone. God desires a companion, a counterpart, a family! And according to His great desire, God has a need.

Sons of God

… having foreordained us unto adoption as sons*31 through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of his will… (Eph. 1:5)

The mystery of God, which is His eternal purpose and which has been revealed in the New Testament, is of many aspects. First, as the eternal Father, God desires many sons.32 These are not merely sons born through His direct creation, like the angels, but sons who share His own divine, eternal life,33 His own divine nature,34 and even His own divine expression in light, His glory.35 These sons are those who have been begotten of the Spirit36 to become children of God; these are the genuine New Testament Christians. God has predestinated us, the Christians, in Christ to be holy and without blemish before Him in love.37 While Christ in eternity past was the only begotten Son of God,38 as a man in resurrection He became the firstborn Son of God,39 the firstborn among many brothers!40 All that Christ is as the firstborn, He shares with His brothers. He shares the divine life, the divine nature, the divine attributes and His human virtues, the efficacy of His death and resurrection, His heavenly, ascendant position in His attainments, the honor of that position—so many unspeakably wonderful aspects of what Christ is, has, has done, and has attained. These are our inheritance,41 if we will let go of the mundane, low, and mean things of this world and of the earth, to lay hold of Christ42 in all that He is. If we would do this, if we would day by day seek Him, run after Him, enjoy and experience Him, participate in Him, love Him, be brought into Him in experience, then also day by day we are gaining that for which we have been gained by Christ.43

It is not an easy or small matter for the eternal God to beget many sons. Consider how difficult it was in each of our lives for God to bring us to the initial stage of salvation, when we were born again! Consider the arrangement of circumstances, the con­fluence of influences, and the persistent, humble reaching out from God to us that it took to melt our hearts that we might open to Him and receive Him. How many of us were enemies of God like John Newton,*44 fighting against God, defying God? How many of us were avowed atheists, like this author, declaring that there was no God? Yet somehow God managed to reach us, and in His great mercy save us!45 If it was so difficult for God to break through our hard hearts to touch us and beget us by His Spirit, how much more difficult is it for Him to bring us to the consum­mation of our Christian life, the maturity of full-grown sons of God? The producing of God's many sons by bringing them from babes46 in Christ to full-grown sons of God has been and contin­ues to be a long and difficult process. Christ continues to work towards this end in order to satisfy the heart of God the Father.

The Bride of Christ

...  that he might present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. (Eph. 5:27)

Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us give the glory unto him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And it was given unto her that she should array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (Rev. 19:7–8)

In addition, God desires a bride, an eternal wife for Christ.47 While God's many sons speak of His expansive family and of His love as a Father satisfied in these, His many glorious sons, who bear the same image as Christ, the bride of Christ speaks of the deep, yearning love of God for a counterpart. Consider how a man longs for that woman who matches him, completes him, satisfies him, and with whom His heart is completely at rest. This is but a shadow of what God in Christ longs for in His bride. In this age, the genuine, proper, glorified Church is that bride.*48 Where can we see such a bride on the earth today? Where is that place where God dwells in love?49 Where is that place without doctrinal disputes, political wrangling, ambition for position, domineering control, religious deadness, envies, strifes, or other fleshly behavior? Where is that place where the love of God flows from believer to believer and the light of God shines to illuminate all that would enter in? Where is that place where the dear Lord Jesus is preeminent, enthroned in the hearts of the believers above all, where His intense presence evokes responding love and praise? It is for such a bride that Christ longs—a bride where there is one Lord and Master, Christ; a bride that has a sweetly submissive heart, following His gentlest touch or turn. Paul speaks of that bride of Christ in his epistle to the Ephesians and she is seen in Revelation. God in these days is preparing that bride for Christ. Are we participating in that preparation?

Firstfruits

And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on the mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty and four thousand, having his name, and the name of his Father, written on their foreheads.… These are they that follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were purchased from among men, to be the firstfruits unto God and unto the Lamb. (Rev. 14:1, 4)

God also desires a harvest, a ripened “crop” to satisfy His hunger.50 When the Lord came to the earth, He came as a sower, sowing Himself as the word into the believers.51 From that time until His second coming, He as the word grows in the believers. As God's crop reaches maturity, there will be some who ripen before the entirety of the harvest. The 144,000 firstfruits*52 recorded in Revelation are the sign that God’s field is nearing the time of harvest. Since these firstfruits ripen early, they will be “reaped”—caught up to the heavens to stand before the throne of God before the great tribulation starts.53 Then, during the great tribulation God will use so many intense sufferings and enormous difficulties to help the remainder of His crop ripen.54 The firstfruits, however, ripen early by constantly enjoying the supply of the divine life from God during their daily lives in this age. They abide in Christ,55 and by this, gain Christ.56 Day by day their hearts are turned to the Lord57 to receive and experience Him. Through this process they mature; they become ripened grains of divine “wheat” to satisfy God’s hunger.

Philadelphia

And to the angel of the church in Philadelpia write:… Because thou didst keep the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of trial, that hour which is to come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. (Rev. 3:7, 10)

Furthermore, the Lord also desires the church in Philadel­phia. In Revelation, the Lord tells the church in Phila­delphia that He will keep her from the hour of trial coming upon the whole inhabited earth. The hour of trial no doubt refers to the last 3½ years of this age. For the church in Philadelphia to be kept from the hour of trial means that they are not on the earth during that time, that they have been raptured to the heavens. Therefore, there must be a church in Philadelphia on the earth during the end time in order for her to be taken from the earth.

The church in Philadelphia refers to a particular state of the Church, to a particular kind of church-life. It refers to a particular atmosphere within the gathering of the believers, and within the believers themselves. In Philadelphia, there is no hint of evil of any kind—there is no ambition for position, no envies or strifes, no divisions, no gossiping, rumors, or backbiting, no false doc­trines, or any of the myriad other evils and dark matters that have afflicted the believers in the Church throughout the centuries. Rather, in simplicity of heart the church in Philadelphia keeps the Lord’s word, does not deny His name, and has a little strength. And as her name signifies, she is a place of brotherly love, where the love of God flows from believer to believer. It is this place that satisfies the Lord’s heart, and gives Him rest. This is His home! It is here that He can dwell. Of this church He says, “I have loved you!”

 

There are also various other aspects to God's heart’s desire: the new man,58 the overcomers in all the churches (no matter what the condition of the church may be),59 the ones praying to be accounted worthy to stand before the Son of Man,60 the wise virgins,61 the faithful servants,62 and those that would hasten the Lord's return.63 In so many ways and in so many aspects God is in need! God is in need of those who would fully give themselves to Him, that He may have that for which He has been working from the beginning of the creation until now.

Man’s Need

Howbeit what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ. Yea verily, and I count all things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may gain Christ … (Phil. 3:7–8)

Our great need is Christ—Christ in every way, Christ in every part. We do not need to try to keep the law, to practice rituals or forms, to behave in a better way, or to gain more know­ledge. We need one thing and one thing only—the wonderful Person, Christ. The apostle Paul said that he counted all things as refuse that he might gain Christ. He desired that he might be found in Christ not having a righteousness of his own, but rather that which is of God—Christ Himself.64 Paul wanted to know Him, not to know about Him! Paul wanted to know Him in the power of His resurrection and in the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.65 To the apostle, Christ was everything. Paul could say it was no longer he who lived, but rather Christ who lived in him.66 Christ was Paul's universe,67 and Paul lived and did all things in Him.68 As with the apostle, so it must be with us. In order to fulfill God's need, our need is Christ!

We need Christ in every way and in every part of our being. We need Christ not only as the life-giving Spirit69 within our human spirit,70 but we also need this Christ flowing71 into our very person, into our soul, to saturate us and to transform us.72 As Christ floods us and fills us, we mature in Him, we grow up into Him in all things.73 It is this maturation of God's sons for which the Lord Jesus has been working. As the sons of God mature, that is the ripening of God's harvest.74 And, it is for this harvest that the Lord Jesus will return to the earth.75

For this, believers of a willing heart must make a deeper consecration. We must lay down everything—not only the world, sin, the flesh, the self, and evil things, but also religion, concepts, spiritual endeavors, and the natural being. Everything must be laid down for Christ in order that we might gain Christ. Who is willing to lay down all things? Who is willing to love the Lord above everything else? In Revelation 14 we see 144,000 first­fruits, who are described as those who follow the Lamb wherever He may go.76 This means that in their daily life they walked continually according to the Spirit,77 following the Lord the Spirit78 at all times. When He led them into a valley, they rejoiced in that valley for being with their Lord. When He led them through storms or dark times, again they rejoiced that in the storms and dark times they could be with their dear Lord. They rejoiced to follow Him, to be near and with Him, to be one with Him in all things and in every way. Who is willing? Who will respond to the call of the Lord to give themselves to such a life? Has your heart been so touched?

Responsibility

…  Howbeit each man hath his own gift from God, one after this manner, and another after that. (1 Cor. 7:7)

For it is as when a man, going into another country, called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one; to each according to his several ability; and he went on his journey. (Matt. 25:14–15)

With need comes responsibility. Whatever the needs may be, it is our responsibility to meet those needs according to our spiritual ability. This is true of God also. He has given His word at many times and in many ways. He has promised and prophe­sied. It is His responsibility to do what He says He will do, and to cause to come to pass what He says will come to pass. But with God there is no problem regarding responsibility. He is faithful to His word, and His prophesying is truth.

With us it is different. We all have been given a gift from God.79 We have received His divine life and, with that, the gift in life of the Spirit. Having received this gift we now bear the responsibility to use that gift to meet the needs of God's purpose. Have we used our gift so that it might grow and multiply?80 Have we even invested it so that at the Lord's return He will receive interest on what He has given to us?81 Or have we hidden our gift, so that when the Lord returns we will have nothing to show for our time here on earth but to give the Lord back what He has given us?82 Many Christians today have hidden their gifts. They may go to a Christian meeting on the Lord's Day, but then they sit in pews quietly, never using what the Lord has given them. What the Lord has given us is multiplied by our exercise and use of it. There can be no return on the Lord's investment in us unless we exercise the spiritual gift within us. That spiritual gift is frequently exercised by our speaking forth the Christ that is within us. It is also exercised by our living out the Christ that is within. Whether our gift is to speak the gospel, teach the word of God, comfort those that are suffering or in need, show hospitality, or feed and shepherd the Lord’s sheep, if we do nothing then our gift is hidden and uninvested. Every one of us must be before the Lord in His shining that we may see our true spiritual condition. Am I multiplying what the Lord has invested in me? Am I even meeting in a place where it is possible for me to exercise my gift? Many, many dear Christians would have to admit in the light of the Lord that what they have received lies hidden and dormant.

In addition, the Lord warns us about handling spiritual matters according to our flesh, our self, or our natural man. Paul told us every one of us should take take heed how we build upon the foundation that has been laid.83 Do we build with gold, silver, and precious stone (signifying the Triune God Himself—the Father in His divine life and nature, the Son in His redemptive work, and the Spirit as the transforming One), or do we build with wood, hay, and stubble (signifying the natural man, the flesh, and what is of the earth). It is not enough to do something “spiritual” for the Lord. Whatever we do for the Lord, we must do by the Lord Himself within us. In our daily life we must exercise and use the spiritual gift within us not our flesh, or our natural man, or our self. And so the Lord speaks a strong word in Matthew: “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works?"84 The Lord will tell them that He never knew them, that He never allowed them, that what they did was not of God, not of the Spirit, and not of Christ, but of the flesh, the world, the self, and the natural being. These kinds of works are rejected by God. We must spend our days in constant com­mun­ion with the Lord, seeking only His purpose. If we are seeking to build up something great, something lavish, something outwardly flamboyant and stunning, then we are in great jeopardy of having the Lord reject what we have done in the day of His return.
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