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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 41:

King of Swords

Ali Noel Vyain


King of Swords

Alice spread the special deck and drew a card. She straightened the deck on the shelf and took the King of Swords with her. She was walking upstairs when Madeline was showing a client into the tarot reading room. Alice walked into her room and sat down at her desk.

She could hear the music coming from the greenhouse where Eliot was working. She found the corresponding cards from her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and took notes. She was still on court cards, but now she was on a king. Once again, she knew kings didn’t always denote a man, but could mean a woman too. Gender in tarot had more to do with masculine and feminine traits rather than biology.

She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set down her pen. She stood up and left her room. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen as the music stopped. Eliot stepped into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and stood by waiting to hear about the card of the day.

Madeline didn’t turn around or turn her head. She just kept her eyes on her cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “King of Swords.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is the power of life and death. It’s intelligence, reputation, determination, ambition and power. It can be a person of law, a doctor, self employed person, an intentional leader or any professional person. It can also be authority, responsibility, authoritarianism, strategic thought, educated, being prepared or being polite.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a domineering person or a narcissist. It can mean beating a dead horse, cruelty, rudeness, perversity, censorship, holding back the truth and injustice.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together. Everyone agreed without saying anything that the food was delicious.

Eliot asked, “So, Alice, who is the King of Swords to you?”

Alice blinked. “Madeline is the upright King of Swords and my mother is the reversed King of Swords.”

Eliot smiled. “Madeline, do you take that as a compliment or an insult?”

Madeline laughed. “My sister would take it as an insult because she will tell you she is a woman and not a man. I am well aware that gender in tarot has more to do with masculine and feminine traits rather than biology.”

Eliot laughed. “Just checking.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m glad you find it so amusing. I can assure you, my sister would not.”

Eliot asked, “Why do you think that, Alice?”

Alice smiled. “Well, my mother is a narcissist and she’s rude to people. She can be cruel and arbitrary. She tends to keep secrets and I doubt she knows what the truth is. She tends to dominate me and does her best to remake me in her image while ignoring that I’m a completely different person.”
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