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CHAPTER 1




Am I Good for Nothing?



		
			Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? IT IS THENCEFORTH GOOD FOR NOTHING, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

			Matthew 5:13-16



		

		
			In the teaching about salt, Jesus asked a soul-searching question: “Are you good for nothing?” “Are you worthless to God?”  

			This is therefore, a prophetic book about salt and its mysterious influence and prophetic usefulness to the kingdom of God.    

			All through the Bible, we find God inviting people to Himself.  Why does God want you to come to Him?  God wants human beings to serve Him, to worship Him and to come near to Him.  It is only when you serve God that you are useful to Him.  

			It is important that you serve God and prevent yourself from being useless and valueless to God.  

			It must not be that you are of no significance to the kingdom of God.  You must ensure that you make yourself of some value and some importance to the kingdom of God.  You do not have to be a pastor in order to be useful to God.  As you will learn in this book, there are many ways in which you can make yourself useful to God’s kingdom.  

			Why did God create you?  Why does God leave you alive on the earth when many of your friends, colleagues and classmates have perished and are no more remembered on earth?  

			It is important to ask yourself this question over and over again, “Am I good for nothing?”  

			All through His ministry, Jesus presented this question to His followers. “Are you good for nothing?” Many of the stories of Jesus point to this question; “Am I good for nothing?”  

			Such unfruitful servants are good examples of salt that has lost its savour.  An unprofitable servant is good for nothing, just as Jesus said.  Anyone who does not use his God-given talents for the kingdom is salt that has lost its savour.  Are you good for nothing in the kingdom?  If you do not use your talents regularly you will be declared good for nothing in the kingdom.  You may be useful to your old students’ association or to the local keep-fit club.  You may be a committee member of the local gym but are you good for nothing when it comes to the kingdom of God?    

			1.	The story of the man who was given one talent teaches a lesson that you should not be good for nothing.  

			And cast ye the UNPROFITABLE SERVANT into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

			Matthew 25:30

			2.	The story of the men who were given a pound each also teaches the lesson that you should not be good for nothing.  

			And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come… And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:

			Luke 19:13, 20

			3.	The story of the prodigal son teaches us about a son who was good for nothing.  

			And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

			Luke 15:14

			4.	The story of the Good Samaritan teaches us about a priest and a Levite who were good for nothing as they passed by a stricken traveller.  

			And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

			Luke 10:30-32

			5.	The account of the fig tree that Jesus cursed teaches us about a fig tree that was good for nothing. 

			And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.

			Mark 11:13-14

			6.	The parable of the sower who went out to sow also reveals how most seeds turn out to be good for nothing. 

			A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 

			Luke 8:5

			7.	The parable of the man who came looking for fruit for three years and found none is another lesson about being good for nothing.  

			He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

			Luke 13:6-7

			8.	Servants who do not use their talents are unprofitable and useless to the kingdom.

			Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

			Matthew 25:28-30

			9.	Christians who live in unrighteousness are unprofitable and useless to the kingdom.  Sin causes people to be unfruitful.  Unrighteous Christians can be described as salt that has lost its savour.  They are useless and they are good for nothing, just as Jesus said. It is important that you do not become useless to God. Otherwise you will be cast unto the dunghill.  “Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?.  It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (Luke 14:34-35).

				Are you living an unrighteous life? Are you living a life of wickedness?

			As it is written, there is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, THEY ARE TOGETHER BECOME UNPROFITABLE; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

			Romans 3:10-12

			All through His ministry, Jesus tried to turn His disciples away from emptiness, uselessness and fruitlessness.  

			1.	The account of Jesus’ disciples who could not cast out a devil revealed a set of disciples who were not useful enough to bring deliverance to a demon possessed boy.  

			2.	The story account of Jesus warning His disciples that they would desert Him during crucifixion was a warning that they should not be good for nothing.

			3.	The account of Jesus asking Peter, “Do you love me” after Peter betrayed Him revealed a master who was asking a soul-searching question: “Peter, are you good for nothing?”  
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