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THE GORE CREEK SKELETON
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Discovered in 1975, this set of human bones has been dated back to around the year 6,300 BC. That makes them arguably the oldest human bones ever discovered in North America, although some dispute that fact.

The bones belonged to a male in his twenties or early thirties. He was likely an inland hunter who preyed upon deer and elk. Standing at around 168cm, he would have been fairly tall for the period. His cause of death couldn't be definitively determined.

His ancestors probably reached North America from Siberia, crossing the Bering land bridge that existed up until around 15,000 BC. They were likely then unable to progress much further south until the ice receded further a few thousand years later.

2



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


THE ‘BLUEFISH CAVES’ BONES
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Some, however, believe that humans reached the area much earlier. A set of bones located in Yukon, near the border with Alaska, has been dated to around 22,000 BC – if that date is accurate, the bones are more than 10,000 years older than those found at Gore Creek.

The situation is complicated by problems relating to the radiocarbon dating process, and the debate has proved controversial. Archaeologist Jacques Cing-Mars, who excavated the site, believed that these bones proved that humans reached North American much earlier than previously claimed.

With a definitive answer unlikely to come, the controversy proves once again that we still know remarkably little about the spread of early humans across the world.
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THE RED PAINT PEOPLE


[image: ]




This Pre-Columbian culture lived close to the sea and rivers in North America, particularly around Canada's Atlantic coast. They flourished from 3,000 to 1,000 BC. They're sometimes also called the Moorhead tradition.

They had a particularly elaborate burial culture, and the name Red Paint People stems from the red ochre that they used to cover the bodies of the dead. Red ochre was used widely across North America up to at least 400 BC.

They likely emerged from what's known as the Maritime Archaic cultural complex, which was focused on the hunting of sea mammals. No-one's sure why they eventually died out.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE WOODLAND PERIOD
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From around 1,000 BC, the Woodland period emerged as humans moved further and further inland. They spread across eastern Canada and down into what is now the United States as far as the Gulf of Mexico.

These people developed stone and bone tools, using spears for hunting before eventually moving on to bows and arrows. They also made pottery in a wide range of styles. Over time they began to cultivate crops, leading to the establishment of permanently occupied villages and towns.

Agricultural methods advanced significantly during this period. Over time the Hopewell tradition emerged as a series of separate cultures on the eastern seaboard; these cultures interacted regularly and shared ideas.
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LEIF ERIKSON
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c. 970s – c. 1020 AD

And then the Europeans arrived, although they didn't stay for very long – at least, not this time. Leif Erikson is believed to have led a Norse crew across the Atlantic around the year 1,000 AD. They arrived in what is now the Canadian province of Newfoundland.

The resulting settlement, known as Vinland, was probably inhabited by at most a few hundred Vikings. They stayed for a few years, but eventually they faced increasing hostilities with the natives. Unable to commit to a sustained war, they finally abandoned the colony and returned to Greenland.

The site was eventually rediscovered in the 1960s, when Norwegian explorers Helge and Anne Stine Ingstand located the L'Anse aux Meadows remains.
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THE EARLY INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS
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For more than four centuries after the Norse settlers left, North America was left alone by Europeans. The indigenous populations migrated far and wide across the land.

The Algonquian language covered large swathes of the eastern coast as well as the central Great Lakes. Meanwhile the Iroquois were based further south, clustered around the New York area but extending their influence as far as Quebec and southern Ontario.

The Cree dominated the Great Plains, where they hunted bison. Further northwest, the Na-Dene languages spread across northern British Columbia. Eventually, however, the Europeans returned in the late 15th century.
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JOHN CABOT
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c. 1450 – c. 1500

Eventually Europe 'rediscovered' North America. Following the voyage of Christopher Columbus in 1492, a few years later Italian navigator John Cabot became the first European known to set foot on the North American mainland since the Norsemen.
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