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The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch of the evil and the good. Proverbs 15: 3
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Prologue
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Jackson, CA. in the year  2019

The horse’s name was Tornado Ride. Sixteen-year-old Darrin climbed up the outside of the Shute before he looked the big, mean horse straight in his eye and said, “I’m going to ride you for an eight count if it kills me.” 

He could see fear in the horse’s eyes, but he could also see some deep-rooted strength, and the hair of his roan color coat appeared to stand on end. 

Darin pulled his helmet down further on his head, then without further hesitation, swung his legs over the side rail and lowered himself down on the bare, broad back. He felt the big horse tremble and move from side to side pinning Darrin’s legs against the side. Darrin wrapped his right hand into the tie strapped on Tornado Ride’s back. He was now ready, ok now Lord be with me, and nodded his head. 

The metal gate swung wide open. An immediate adrenalin rush came on him just as Tornado Ride leaped out of the gate and started his bucking, twisting and high kicking. The ride lasted for what seemed like forever. When he finally heard the bell, he knew that he had ridden this famous horse to the eight count. He released his right-hand grip and swung off the mount just as the horse came down from his last attempt to lose his rider. Darrin leaped away from the dangerous kicks and was greeted by one of the two smiling rodeo clowns who had two thumbs up. He had just ridden this horse that had never been ridden to the eight count prior to now. 

Once on the ground, Darrin took a big breath then waved to the big crowd who were on their feet yelling and cheering for this young rodeo champion. He had just won them all over with his ability to stay on this famous horse. A big money payoff was forthcoming to Darrin in just a matter of a few moments. It would be the very first place of so many to follow after his amazing ride on Tornado Ride. 

The headlines in the local paper that day told of his amazing ride, along with his picture on the front page. That report was worth a thousand words. His Aunt Memory committed to starting a scrap book that day with that first picture. It was the first of many pictures she kept of his time following the rodeo circuit around our big country. 

Darrin did finish his high school, but not in an ordinary way. He took his classes through a first of a kind home school program. He then took a GED test on his eighteenth birthday. He passed it with flying colors. He had overheard his aunt telling one of her friends one day after he had his results of the GED test, “Everything he does is so exceptional. He gets the best grades in school, and he usually comes in first place in his competition on the rodeo circuit. He keeps his room immaculate and makes sure he brings all of his laundry down when he needs it washed. He also helps with so many things around the ranch. Derrick misses him when he is away competing. I may be biased, but I think he is such an amazing young man. I just pray every night that he doesn’t get seriously hurt one day when he competes. I guess I shouldn’t be surprised that he wants to do the rodeo, because his Uncle Derrick still has mostly rodeo blood running through his veins. I’m just thankful Darrin didn’t choose one of the most dangerous events. Thank God, he doesn’t want to ride those rodeo bulls. That would be even worse.”

Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. 

Matthew 18: 4 - 5
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Chapter 1 
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College plans 

Jackson, CA in the year 2003



When Aunt Memory had turned eighteen her parents had wondered what she was planning for her future. This was two months after her graduation ceremony. That was when they still didn’t know if she had made any effort to apply for further schooling, or what she had decided. That money they had stashed away over the last several years was very likely enough to comfortably cover her costs at most any in state college or university for three or possibly even four years. Those funds had been placed in designated college mutual fund; however, the best time to arrange to withdraw some of it would be long before her classes even started. That was, if she was planning to start college back then come early September. Ralph, her father, had been busy running their Peterson Ranch, and Mollie had procrastinated asking their daughter what her college plans were. Ralph had asked Mollie several days before to check with Memory, but that had not happened. 

One evening her parents had settled down in the family room after supper. They were about to watch the evening news on TV, when Memory finally took this time to sit down with them to share her plans for her future, “Mom and Dad, I don’t want to start my college classes right now. I know you’ve put college money away for me to use, but I really want to stay here and help out running our ranch for a time. I know as a girl, I can’t go out and help much with the fall cattle roundups and other bigger tasks, but I can do a lot around the place to care for stock, keep up the main yard, order supplies, and then still continue to help in the kitchen with meals for us and our ranch help. Maybe, if you find that I can’t do enough, you can send me on my way, or I can start taking some night classes at the junior college. If I was a boy, I could have helped years ago with a lot more things like the cattle roundups.” 

Mollie spoke up first, “Memory, Honey, we wouldn’t change a thing about you. But listen, we want you to do what you want to do. We are just concerned about your timing. If you do decide to go away to college this fall, we will need to arrange to pull some funds from your school fund now. But we want you to wait and decide what it is you want to do. We are good with you staying around as long as you are willing to help out with the work here. Why don’t we continue to do as you are now around the place? You could also go out and check fences for repairs, and at the same time, get to spend more time riding your horse. If you find some problems you can’t fix on your own, or you can tell us so we can do the repairs. Be sure you bring some tools with you, along with your gun just in case.”

“Thanks Mom for your understanding. If I left home now, you and Dad would be left here all by yourself. It would make me feel bad. Oh, I know I will leave eventually, but I’d like to delay that for a while.”

Her Dad finally spoken up, “Sugar, I like that you want to stay, but you know, your Mother and I were alone here for a long time before you were born. We could manage again, if we had to. So that you know, I’m glad to keep you around. I’ll try to keep you as busy as you want to be. There are always things you can help with. We appreciate all the help you give Cook with the ranch meals. You make some of the best desserts. If you weren’t here, we would need to hire someone to take your place to help with meals. And, I believe we would have to go a long way to find anyone who does as well as you.”

Then he changed from his serious look. He smiled and said, “Now if there nothing else of a serious nature we need to talk about this evening, why don’t we pop some popcorn, and then play a little three-way Mexican Train Dominos?”

———————————————
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Ione, CA in the year 2003

The twins, Derrick and David Tuscan, were not identical twins, neither in appearance nor in most everything else. Derrick, who is the oldest by just eleven minutes, is a real outdoorsman. He loves ranching, horses and hunting, while David is a couple of inches shorter, likes anything scholastic. David started college right out of high school. After he finishes his four-year major, he wants to go on to law school. By comparison, Derrick joined the Navy Reserves right out of high school. He served two years active duty and then committed another four years inactive. When he came back home off active duty, he took a job as a ranch hand working for Ralph and Mollie Peterson at the Peterson Ranch. His regular work schedule was Monday through Friday for the Petersons, and then he does rodeo competition on several weekends during the year. His events included two-man steer roping. He was very good at this event. He and his event partner usually placed either first or second on a regular basis. He had made some nice winnings in these events, with very rare exceptions. 

It was just a few weeks after Derrick was first hired on at the Ranch that all of the hands were invited to a real old time barn dance at The Ferguson Ranch just a few miles down the road. Derrick had seen Memory Peterson in the dining room at almost every meal, but he had never had any interactions with her until that night at the Ferguson’s barn dance. But, after the first two songs, he danced with her during every other dance for the rest of the evening. She even agreed to let him drive her home when the barn dance was over. From that time on, they spent many evenings together, either walking after supper, or swinging on the back porch swing. They also went to church together every Sunday morning, unless he was competing in some rodeo event. She even went to some of these closer events to watch him compete, if it didn’t require her to travel overnight. 

It was in early the next year when Ralph Peterson promoted Derrick to be his ranch foreman when Harold Tanner, the former foreman, moved on to another ranch. Derrick and Memory’s courtship relationship progressed from there. Their wedding took place later that same year. They moved into the smaller guest house just about 100 yards from the main ranch house. Derrick supervised four regular ranch hands during the spring, summer and fall. Then, after the fall roundup, he and two full-time hands kept the big ranch operating efficiently all through the winter months. 

—————————
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Sacramento, CA in 2005

David Tuscan met Marta Adams while they were both in law school. Their busy schedules limited the time, as they could have liked to be together, so they decided to get married after a short courtship. In the wedding, Derrick was David’s best man, and Memory was one of Marta’s bridle attendants. David and Marta were almost finished with law school when their son, Darrin Tuscan was born. That was in August 2008. He was a beautiful baby boy, born with wavy brown hair and deep blue eyes. Eyes that matched both his dad’s and his Uncle Derrick. After Darrin was born, David and Marta traveled many times, on weekends, as well as some of their vacations to visit Derrick and Memory at the Peterson Ranch. Marta loved riding horses with Memory, while David often brought some legal paperwork and law work with him. He probably had written upwards of many dozens of law briefs during his many visits at the ranch. While David worked, his twin, Derrick, spent time working with the cattle, or some other ranch duties. Often times he would just spend time watching his nephew, Darrin. Derrick loved to be with his little nephew, while David worked and while their wives went riding. 

It was in October of that same year that Ralph, Memory’s Dad, passed away. He had a major heart attack and didn’t survive the ambulance trip to the hospital. After his memorial, Mollie asked Derrick to take over the position of ranch manager. Then a few months after losing her husband, Mollie decided to move into the smaller guest house and let Derrick and Memory move into the main house. It was her idea. She told Memory, “I am lost in this big house without your father. It is just too much for me to keep up with. Also, it has too many memories for me to stay here all by myself. I want to trade houses with you kids. You will probably need the bigger house anyway when all of those grandkids of mine start coming along.”

—————————-
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The Ranch

In early the next year, Mollie started thinking about what she should do with Memory’s college fund. It had continued to build and was a very sizable amount by that time. She and Ralph had set up this fund many years ago when she was a little girl. The plan was for Memory to use when she decided to go to college. Since she hasn’t ever used it, what would be the need to keep it in a college mutual fund? 

Also, since it was a designated school fund, there might be some tax issues, if it was to be moved to another designation. She did some extensive research on these possibilities before she made a move to withdraw the total amount. Mollie then gave it to her daughter. But, only after calling for more information from IRS and not being able to determine what was involved. She chose to go ahead and give the funds to Memory and deal with the tax consequences at tax time. Within a few weeks of receiving this money, Memory and Derrick used the money to purchase the adjoining ranch land that was just to the west of the main acreage of the Peterson Ranch. This new purchase totaled 480 acres, with an 80-acre lake right in the middle of that property. They fenced off the entire lake property. Their original plan was to take two hay cuttings each year. That plan still continues even today. The hay is used for winter feeding for the cattle and horses at the ranch. They use the lake for summer picnics, swimming and canoeing. They don’t allow cattle in on this lake property. Plus, since it is only accessible from the main ranch property, no one outside of the ranch has access to it. It was after Derrick and Memory purchased that additional land and the lake that Mollie decided to talk to them about changing the name of the whole ranch from Peterson Ranch to Tuscan Ranch. This was changed shortly after that, and it remains under the Tuscan Ranch name still today.

During that same summer Derrick and Memory did a major expansion and renovation to the main house. They expanded and updated the kitchen, adding new cabinets, a large island and all new appliances. In the living area they removed the old, worn carpets, removed a wall between the kitchen and dining room, and then put down new hardwood flooring and crown molding as well as repainting all these areas. They added additional porches out front and two sides. Then they also finished the remainder of the second story making their house a five bedroom and four baths. Their hope was to finally be able to start their own family and fill up many of those new upstairs bedrooms. 

Memory had told Derrick years ago, before they were married, that she wanted lots of kids running around on their almost two-thousand-acre ranch. But, in their years of marriage, they still had not been able to conceive. Between the two families, Derrick’s and David’s, they had only one offspring. That was little Darrin.  Mollie, Memory’s Mother, continued to be very vocal about when she is going to see all those grandchildren running around on the ranch. Talk about pressure to perform. After they completed this work on the main house, they remodeled, and updated the kitchen, living room and both bathrooms in the smaller house for Mollie. She stayed in the main house for a time while that work was being finished. She was glad when that work was done so she could go back to live in the smaller house. She told Memory one day, “I have really come to like the little house so much better than this big one. It’s just right for me. It’s not so much to keep up with. I’m really glad now that we traded back then.”

Memory nodded her head, “Yeah, I can understand, and now we’ve made the main house even bigger. It is a lot for me to keep up with. Someday, I’m still wanting to fill it up with children, but so far God has not answered my prayer about that. I beginning to feel like Hannah in the Bible, Old Testament. She was without children and spent much time at the temple crying out to God. I believe, one day, He will come through for us. I have faith to believe that He will answer my prayers, like He answered Hannah’s and gave her Samuel.”

Behold, children area heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward.

Psalm 127: 3 
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Chapter 2
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One child 

Sacramento, CA

On Darrin’s fifth birthday David and Marta honored Derrick and Memory’s invitation to come out to the ranch to help celebrate Darrin’s birthday. They then asked if David and Marta would leave Darrin for more than just a short overnight stay. David and Marta didn’t hesitate but agreed. They felt he was now old enough to stay for more than just over night. They also felt he would probably not become too home sick staying with his uncle and aunt for that extended stay. When they asked him, he was all excited about getting to stay. 

He said, “They have a dog and lots of horses and chickens, plus lots of cows. They also have a big swing and slide that I like to use when I’m here. Oh, I also get to ride Sammy, my all-time favorite horse, when I am here.” 

They had dressed Darrin in his new jeans, western shirt, cowboy hat and boots before they left home that next Saturday morning on their drive out to the ranch. They planned to be back for Darrin on Wednesday evening. They’d stayed over until Sunday afternoon.  When Darrin’s dad and mom started to leave for home that Sunday afternoon, Darrin began to have second thoughts, “Mom and Dad, Will you be back to get me, right? Can’t you stay too? Can I call you at any time if I need you?”

Marta smiled and picked him up, “Darrin, Honey, Dad and I will be back in a few days. You are all excited about coming out to stay, remember.” 

She walked him over to look at that calendar on the kitchen wall. The one with a picture of a bucking horse. She pointed to the date, “Look, today is Sunday the 21st, and Wednesday is the 24th. Dad and I will be back after work on the 24th. You and Aunt Memory can look at this calendar each morning so you can see when we are back. Remember, it will be on Wednesday about supper time. Now, if you are good with that, you just have a great time playing with Barney and the chickens. Maybe Aunt Memory will take you out riding on Sammy. And remember, you wanted to help Uncle Derrick with his chores. When we come back you can show us all the things that you did while you were here. Okay?”

He nodded his head, “Okay Mama, I’ll be here waiting for you when you get here. But can I call you every night to say, ‘Good night to you and Daddy?”

She smiled again, “Better yet, how about we call you at seven each evening. I’ll call right after you eat supper. Let’s look at the clock, we will call you when the big hand is on the twelve and the little hand is on the seven. You can count on us calling you then, okay?”

He frowned at her, “Oh Mama, I know what seven o’clock looks like. And it will be in the night, not in the morning.”

Then he said, “Okay Mom and Dad, you can go now. I will stand in the window and wave at you when you drive away. I promise I will not cry, and I promise I will be good for Uncle Derrick and Aunt Memory all the time I’m here.”

David grabbed his son and gave him a big hug, “Hey Mom, is this our big boy or what? I think he will do just fine here. Let’s go on home and come back for him on Wednesday evening.”

Memory looked around the room and saw that everyone was near tears before she said, “I think it’s just the right time for a big group hug.” She grabbed Darrin and said, “Come here all you Tuscans.” 

When they broke up Darrin looked at his Aunt Memory and said, “Hey Aunt Memory, I really like these group hugs.” They all laughed at this. Then David and Marta kissed their son and went out the door. Darrin ran to the big front window and watched them get in their car. They waved at him and he waved back. He then watched for as long as he could see their car before he turned away from the window. He had a big smile on his face, “I am a big boy now, aren’t I Uncle Derrick.”

“I think so, what do you think Aunt Memory?”

“Not only do I think so, but I truly know so. Hey, how about some popcorn. Is anybody ready for that?” 

Darrin looked at both of them, “Am hmm, I sure am. I like popcorn almost as much as I like ice cream. Can I help you make it?”

————————————
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Marta had tears in her eyes as they drove away, “I can’t tell you how much I’m going to miss our little guy. I’m also so proud of him. He is growing up way too fast. He will be in kindergarten starting this year. It seems like we just brought him home from the hospital only a little while ago.”

David looked off down the road before he answered her, “I know, it makes me think that it’s time we think about growing our family. What do you think of that idea?”

She was quiet for a long moment, then spoke up, “Yes, I’ve wondered about what it would be like to have a little girl. I would also like to go back to work when Darrin starts school. I’m mixed about all of this at this time. Maybe I can work part time for a year or two at your law practice first. Then maybe think about trying for our second child. By then, Darrin will be around six or seven. He will be a big help to me with a new little one. How about we put this plan on hold for a short time.”
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