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​Introduction


In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

This commission continues to the present-day
Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as a resource
for Christians who want to understand apologetics and the
apologetic discipline presently..

In this publication

In this publication, we will explore the
subject of false ministers. Jesus said that many would come in His
name. As Christians, we need to be able to identify false
ministers.

Though some may appear like true Christians,
the scriptures provide guidelines for their identification. It is
our hope that those who that Christians will boldly expose these
false ministers who endeavor to invade the Christian community.
****


​1


The Case for the False
Minister

Well, well, well… let us get to it. False
ministers are here and there is nothing to be done about it. As
long as true worship has existed, there has been opposition to
counterfeit it. We need only to look before the beginning to see
this dynamic at work. Though we have no exact time for this event,
we know that Lucifer was ejected from God’s presence because of his
efforts to produce counterfeit worship.

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of
the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be
like the most High. (Isaiah 14:12-14 KJV)

Lucifer wanted to duplicate and pervert the
worship of God. He wanted to be the center of attention. His own
personal ambitions and beauty clouded his judgment. He became the
first false “minister” in existence.

After sin’s entrance into the world, this
same scenario is repeated. Men, who were created to worship God,
now pervert worship through their selfish ambitions and goals,
negating the reason for their existence.

Be Warned

Both testaments abound with warnings and
admonitions to aid those who would serve God to recognize those who
were false. After the Exodus, God gave criteria whereby Israel
could identify false prophets. We see throughout the Old Testament
the operation of false prophets from their journey to Canaan until
their captivity and subsequent return to their own land.
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