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Chapter 1 




[image: ]




1 Kings 1:1 says, Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.  By now, David was old and couldn't stay warm.  The inability to stay warm seems to be a common malady of many older people today, but we need to make sure that we don't become spiritually cold as well as we get older.  That fire to do God's will should still burn.  Verse two adds, Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get heat.  David’s servants had a solution to his being cold, though we are not told that they consulted God about this.  They proposed a young virgin be brought to cherish David and lie with him and keep him warm.  I would assume that at least some of his wives or concubines would have been alive, and we know that Bathsheba was at least, who could have fulfilled this role.  I can say that we should never do anything outside of God's will to meet a physical need, and we certainly shouldn't involve others if we do.  Verse three continues, So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.  After their search, Abishag, a Shunammite, was chosen.  We are not told that she had any choice in this matter, and we certainly should not attempt to force others into doing anything that is not in God's will.  Verse four concludes, And the damsel was very fair, and cherished the king, and ministered to him: but the king knew her not.  Abishag was very fair in looks and evidently cherished David in a platonic relationship.  Even if people are content in a relationship that God has not called them to, that doesn't make it right.  

1Kings 1:5 says, Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty before him.  David was now old, and another of his sons, his fourth born, decided that he would be king, and declared himself so, and armed himself with chariots and men.  David seemed to have a lot of problems with many of his sons.  Just because our father served as an important part of the church doesn't mean we can just assume his position when he gets old or dies.  God must call us to that position, and we see nothing in this account about God choosing Adonijah to replace David.  We also need to understand that just because we are a Christian it doesn't mean that we won't have problems with our children.  Verse six adds, And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him after Absalom.  David had not displeased Adonijah at any time, though Matthew Henry says he had likely displeased David many times.  Our children may even look up to us and yet not do what God expects them to do.  Verse seven continues, And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah helped him.  Adonijah talked with Joab and Abiathar the priest and got them to support him.  Joab, as the head of the army might have just expected Adonijah to be the next king, but Abiathar as a priest should have consulted God about it.  We as followers of Christ are a part of the priesthood of believers, and we should never make any decisions without consulting God first.  Verse eight states, But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged to David, were not with Adonijah.  One military man and one priest might have supported Adonijah, but one priest, Zadok, and a prophet, Nathan, and three of David's mighty men, Benaiah, Shimei and Rei, didn't.  Sometimes, we may have divisions in the church today, but if we do, we need to be on the side following God.  Verse nine adds, And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by Enrogel, and called all his brethren the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah the king’s servants:  Adonijah prepared a feast and called all his brothers, the people of Judah, and the David's servants to it.  Matthew Henry says he was trying to win them over to support him by having this feast.  People still try to use their money and position to influence others to support them in whatever they may be doing or proposing to do.  Verse ten continues, But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not.  Nathan, Benaiah, David’s mighty men, and Solomon were not invited to join Adonijah at this feast.  Unless we know for a fact that someone who is attempting to assume a position of power in the church today is acting under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, even if they attempt to influence people to support them by using some material method, we are better off not being invited and should not join them if we are unless we have sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit and been assured that we should.  

1 Kings 1:11 says, Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not?  Nathan spoke to Bathsheba about the fact that Adonijah without David’s knowledge had pronounced himself David’s successor as king, and asked if she as Solomon's mother had not heard this.  We, as God's people, need to be aware of what is going on in the church today, especially when it comes to the leadership of the church.  Verse twelve adds, Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Nathan told Bathsheba to listen to his counsel in order to save her life and the life of Solomon.  Of course, the only advice that we can give anyone today in order to save their life spiritually is to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and Lord.  Verse thirteen continues, Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign?  Nathan told Bathsheba to go to David and ask him why Adonijah was reigning as king since David had promised her that Solomon would reign.  We actually have no record of David doing this, but he may have.  We may have no record of certain people hearing the gospel, but they may have.  This should never stop us from sharing the gospel though.  Verse fourteen states, Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words.  Nathan said that whils Bathsheba was talking to David, he would come in and confirm her worlds.  Matthew Henry says that Nathan knew that it was God's will for Solomon, whom David had called Jedidiah, meaning Beloved of Jehovah, to be the next king, even if Solomon himself seemed to be somewhat indifferent to the situation.  We need to do all that we can in order to ensure that the people that God calls are really in place in the church.  Matthew Henry also said that Nathan seemingly coming to him almost by accident at the same time Bathsheba was there asking about Solomon would be seen as a sign from God that what she was saying was God's will, which it really was.  Verse fifteen adds, And Bathsheba went in unto the king into the chamber: and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto the king.  Bathsheba went into David's chamber as Abishag ministered to his needs, and Bathsheba was not upset about this, but humbled herself before David.  Verse sixteen continues, And Bathsheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the king. And the king said, What wouldest thou?  After Bathsheba humbled herself before David, he asked her what she wanted.  Even though David had desired Bathsheba enough to have her husband killed, they were now old and evidently weren't that close at this time.  Of course,  David had not really followed God's design for marriage to start with.  Verse seventeen declares, And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the LORD thy God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.  Bathsheba said that David had sworn by the LORD his God that Solomon would succeed his as king.  Again, we have no record of this happening, but can assume that maybe it did. Verse eighteen adds, And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord the king, thou knowest it not:  Bathsheba said that Adonijah had assumed the throne and David didn't even know about it and therefore couldn't have endorsed it.  Once more, I say that we must know what is going on in the church today to keep it true to God's will.  Verse nineteen continues, And he hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant hath he not called.  Bathsheba said that Adonijah was throwing a feast for Abiathar the priest, Joab the head of David's army, and all David’s sons except Solomon in attendance.  This would seem to indicate that Adonijah knew Solomon was supposed to succeed David.  It shouldn't matter to us how many people in a position of power are endorsing a certain person or position in the church today if we know that what they are doing is not in accordance with God's will.  Verse twenty states, And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.  Bathsheba said that all of Israel was looking to David for him to name his successor.  We must look to our King, Jesus Christ, to name the next leaders in the church today.  Verse twenty-one adds, Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders.  Bathsheba then told David that if he didn't take action and name Solomon as the next king, that when he died, she and Solomon would be sseen as offenders to Adonijah who had claimed the throne. since Solomon was supposed to be the next king. We need to pray that Christians who are being true to God's word will never be seen as offenders in the church today, but if we allow error into the church, we may.  Verse twenty-two continues, And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in.  As planned, while Bathsheba was still speaking to David,  Nathan came in to him as well.  It is always good to have fellow Christians stand with us as we are presenting God's truth to the world, especially if many others who profess to be Christians are teaching something else. 

1 Kings 1:23 says, And they told the king, saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before the king, he bowed himself before the king with his face to the ground.  After Bathsheba told David what was happening, Nathan came in, as he had arranged to do before hand.  Verse twenty-four adds, And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne?  Nathan first asked David if he had said Adonijah would succeed him as king.  He allowed David to make the decision instead of just telling him what was happening.  We cannot make the decision to accept salvation for anyone else, but we must always present accepting the gospel as what it is, their choice.  Verse twenty-five continues, For he is gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king’s sons, and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, God save king Adonijah.  Nathan then told David about Adonijah having a feast with several of David's key people and declaring himself king.  Sometimes today, in government or even in the church, someone will attempt to declare themselves ruler, even if they have not been selected by the people.  Verse twenty-six states, But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called.  Nathan then said that Zadok the priest, Benaiah, Solomon and Nathan himself had not been called.  If something is happening that isn't in accordance with God's will, we want to be like those who were with Nathan and not a part of the crowd who are acting against God's will.  Verse twenty-seven adds, Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?  Nathan then asked David if he had endorsed Adonijah to be king and not told Nathan.  Today, when we see someone attempting to grab a position of power, we as followers of Christ need to ask God if it is His will.  Verse twenty-eight declares, Then king David answered and said, Call me Bathsheba. And she came into the king’s presence, and stood before the king.  David told Nathan to call Bathsheba, who had evidently left the room, and she came to him.  When there are decisions to be made today, whether they are big or little decisions, God will always call Christians to come to Him for answers, and we simply need to come in faith.  Verse twenty-nine adds, And the king sware, and said, As the LORD liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress,  David told Bathsheba God had redeemed his soul out of distress, even though he had allowed himself to turn away from God when he first saw her.  We have to assume that after the death of their first child that God had forgiven them, and even if we start in disobedience to God's will, if we repent, we can be forgiven and restored to Him by asking forgiveness and putting our faith in Jesus Christ.  Verse thirty continues, Even as I sware unto thee by the LORD God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day.  David told Bathsheba just as he had sworn to God that Solomon would reign that day.  What we promise to God we always need to fulfill if we can, and we must do it by His power and leadership.  David said he had also promised this to Bathsheba, but his promise to God was the one that ultimately was of importance.  Verse thirty-one concludes, Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.  Bathsheba bowed in reverence to David and asked that he live forever, even though that is never going to happen in this lifetime.  Likewise, we as followers of Christ must bow in reverence to God, because He does live forever.  

1 Kings 1:32 says, And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the king.  David called Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, a military leader, to him.  These were God's representatives and the military leader who had not followed Adonijah.  When we are looking for successors in the church today, we must look to God first and also to other Christians we feel certain are following His leadership.  Verse thirty-three adds, The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon:  David told them to take his servants and go get Solomon and bring him to Gihon riding on David's own mule.  Matthew Henry says David did not keep a herd of horses as Solomon would.  Still, since Solomon would be accompanied by David’s servants and riding his mule, it would show David’s endorsement of Solomon.  I don't believe we should ever keep things that may look better when something less expensive is just as good if not better to meet our needs.  Verse thirty-four continues, And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. David told Zadok and Nathan to anoint Solomon king there at Gibon and then sound the trumpet and pronounce Solomon as king so that the people would be able to hear that he was the new king.  We need to make sure that we have God's endorsement of church leaders, but more importantly we need to accept Jesus Christ as the King of our life and let the world know that He is.  Verse thirty-five states, Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.  David said that they should then bring Solomon to sit on his throne, because he had anointed Solomon to replace him as king.  As Christians, we have replaced everyone and everything else with Jesus Christ as our King, and He can never be replaced.  Verse thirty-six adds, And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and said, Amen: the LORD God of my lord the king say so too.  Benaiah said that they would do as David said, because God had said this was what needed to be done.  He may not have been one of the religious leaders, but he recognized God's will.  We may not be a leader in the church today, but as Christians we must still be able to know God's will is being followed when we select our leaders.  Verse thirty-seven continues, As the LORD hath been with my lord the king, even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king David.  Benaiah then asked that God be with Solomon as He had been with David and to make Solomon's rule even greater than David’s had been.  As Christians, we should always pray that the next preacher or religious leader will help God's kingdom grow even larger, but our King, Jesus Christ, will never change.  Verse thirty-eight says, So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.  Those that David had commissioned to go get Solomon did as he had instructed them to do.  We as followers of Christ should always do what He leads us to do through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Verse thirty-nine adds, And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king Solomon.  Zadok anointed Solomon as king, and they blew the trumpet to announce the fact while also proclaiming, "God save king Solomon."  I believe that this was a pronouncement that this was not only David’s will but was God's as well.  Whatever we do as Christians, we need to make sure that is not just the will of some person or group of people but that it is God's will first,  Verse forty continues, And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.  The people following after Solomon rejoiced so greatly that it shook the earth.  We need this same kind of praise for our King, Jesus Christ, today.  

1 Kings 1:41 says, And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him heard it as they had made an end of eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise of the city being in an uproar?  As his guests and Adonijah were celebrating his proclaiming himself king, they heard the sound of the trumpet pronouncing Solomon king.  Joab asked why there was noise from the city.  One day, those who have proclaimed themselves to be king of their own life instead of accepting Jesus Christ as their King are going to hear the trumpet sound and ask what is that noise.  Verse forty-two adds, And while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came: and Adonijah said unto him, Come in; for thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tidings.  As Joab was speaking, Jonathan the son of Abiathar a priest came there, and Adonijah told him to come in, calling him a brave man and saying he had good news to share.  We need to go to others, even if it requires bravery on our part, because as Christians we have good news to share, even if it may not be what people want to hear.  Verse forty-three continues, And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon king.  Jonathan told them that David had made Solomon king, just as we should tell people that the Heavenly Father has made Jesus Christ the everlasting king.  Verse forty-four states, And the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have caused him to ride upon the king’s mule:  Jonathan continued to tell of the events surrounding Solomon being ordained by David, including his riding on David's mule accompanied by Zadok, Nathan, Benaiah, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites.  The people around Solomon were pleased with his being made king, and we want to be a part of those who have proclaimed Jesus Christ as King and should be very pleased that he has been. Verse forty-five adds, And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon: and they are come up from thence rejoicing, so that the city rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard.  Jonathan told them that Zadok and Nathan, a priest and prophet, had anointed Solomon king in Gihon, and that the people were rejoicing, and this was the noise that they heard.  People should hear Christians rejoicing today because Jesus Christ is their king.  Verse forty-six continues, And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the kingdom.  Adonijah may have been ready to proclaim himself king, but Solomon had already been anointed and was sitting on the throne.  People may anoint themselves or someone else king today, but Jesus Christ has already been anointed by God and is sitting on the throne.  Verse forty-seven says, And moreover the king’s servants came to bless our lord king David, saying, God make the name of Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne greater than thy throne. And the king bowed himself upon the bed.  Jonathan then said David's servants came to bless him, but also prayed that Solomon would be even greater than David and David bowed himself to Solomon.  Jesus Christ is indeed greater than anyone who came before Him or anyone who has come since Him, so if we would be a part of God's kingdom, we must bow to Him as our personal Savior and Lord.  Verse forty-eight adds, And also thus said the king, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it.  Jonathan then said that David gave God the credit for Solomon being anointed king, just as we must give God the credit for Jesus Christ being our King as His followers.  Verse forty-nine continues, And all the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid, and rose up, and went every man his way.  Adonijah's guests were afraid and went their own way.  When Jesus Christ returns as the Eternal King, those who have not put their faith in Him will be very afraid as they are sent on their way to everlasting punishment separated from Him.  Verse fifty states, And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.  Adonijah was afraid and went and took hold of the horns of the altar.  If we have been following anyone or anything other than Jesus Christ, we need to be afraid and go to the altar of God looking for forgiveness and redemption.  Verse fifty-one adds, And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear unto me to day that he will not slay his servant with the sword.  Solomon was told what was happening with Adonijah and was asked to swear that he would not kill Adonijah.  When we come to the altar of Christ asking for forgiveness, no matter how much we have fought against Him in the past, we need to realize that He does not want to kill us but to redeem us.  Verse fifty-two continues, And Solomon said, If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall die.  Solomon said that if Adonijah proved worthy not a hair on his head would be harmed, but if wickedness was found in him, he would die. Even as followers of Christ, wickedness was at least found in us before we accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, and we were worthy only of death spiritually.  Once we accept Him, of our own merit, we are still only worthy of death, but have everlasting life through His sacrifice of Himself on the cross for our sins.  Still, though forever forgiven, we need to always try to live worthy of His sacrifice by the power and leadership of the Holy Spirit.  Verse fifty-three concludes, So king Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and bowed himself to king Solomon: and Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house.  Solomon sent people to bring Adonijah down from the altar and he came to Solomon and bowed to him, even though he had started the day attempting to proclaim himself as king.  We as Christians must come down from our own desires and bow to Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord.  Solomon then sent Adonijah on his way.  Once we accept Jesus Christ as our King, He will send us on our way to do the work that He has called us to do. 
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Chapter 2 
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2 Kings 2:1, Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon his son, saying, David was nearing his death, so he called Solomon and charged him, or challenged him to live as God expected him to.  As we get older, knowing that the time of our death is closer, we need to challenge our children and all the younger generation to follow God's will in their lives.  Verse two adds, I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;  David challenged Solomon to be a man after David died, as all people one day will if Jesus Christ doesn't return first.  Since no one is going to live forever on this earth, it is up to Christians to reach and encourage the next generation to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord and to live by God's guidance.  Verse three continues, And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself:  David charged Solomon to live by all of God's statutes and commandments and the law of Moses so that his life would prosper.  We as Christians are saved by grace, but that doesn't mean that we are not to live by God's statutes and commandments, and though we may not prosper in this lifetime, we have everlasting prosperity in the everlasting life to come.  I don't believe that we should ever make serving God about prosperity here in this lifetime.  Verse four states, That the LORD may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.  David told Solomon oh God's promises to him, that if his children walked in God's way, or followed God's guidance we could say, in a personal relationship with Him, that there would always be a descendant of David's on the throne of Israel.  This culminated with Jesus Christ, an earthly descendant of David's, Who is the everlasting king.  Verse five adds, Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet.  David then told Solomon that he knew what Joab had done, killing Abner and Amasa when they weren't at war with him.  Verse six continues, Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.  David told Solomon to deal with Joab in his wisdom but at the same time told him not to allow him to die in peace in his old age.  Of course, if David knew that Joab had done this, we have to wonder why he hadn't already dealt with him, if we know someone is doing wrong today, we don't need to ignore the fact and wait for someone else to deal with it.  Verse seven says, But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother.  David then told Solomon to show kindness to the sons of Barzillai, who had come to him when he was fleeing from Absalom.  If others help us in our times of need, we need show them kindness if we are later in a position to help them.  Verse eight adds, And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the LORD, saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword.  David then spoke of Shemei who had cursed him, but whom David had sworn not to kill after he came down to him.  Verse nine continues, Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.  Though David had sworn to God that He would not put Shemei to death, he was now telling Solomon to do so.  I don't believe that we as Christians should ever expect our children to avenge old harms done to us.  Verse ten states, So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.  Then, David died, which meant that Solomon was truly king.  As older Christians die, the next generation is truly in charge, which means that we need to make sure that we prepare them to be.  Verse eleven adds, And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.  David’s reign had lasted for a total of forty years, most of which had been spent at war with other countries or with his own people and children.  Though as followers of Christ we are always going to be at war with the world, we should never be at war with other Christians.  Verse twelve continues, Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly. Solomon was now on the throne of David,  and his kingdom grew.  Of course, as Christians, we will never be on the throne, because Jesus Christ is our everlasting King.  We simply need to be obedient to Him.  

2 Kings 2:13 says, And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said, Peaceably.  Adonijah now came to Bathsheba since she was Solomon's mother, and he was now king.  Some people now mistakenly pray to Mary, the mother of Jesus, believing she has influence with Him, but they are wrong.  Bathsheba had more influence with Solomon though, and she asked Adonijah if he came in peace, and he said he did.  Verse fourteen adds, He said moreover, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And she said, Say on.  He then told Bathsheba that he had something to say to her, and she told him to tell her.  We should at least be willing to listen to people if they come to talk to us after we have had a problem, if they come peacefully.  Verse fifteen continues, And he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set their faces on me, that I should reign: howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is become my brother’s: for it was his from the LORD.  Adonijah said she knew that before the people, the kingdom was his, but before God it was Solomon's.  If we are making claims of authority in the church today, even if people approve of our doing so, we better first make sure that it is God's will that we do so. Verse sixteen declares, And now I ask one petition of thee, deny me not. And she said unto him, Say on.  Adonijah said he had a request for Bathsheba and asked her to not deny him, and she told him to continue.  We should never promise to do anything without first knowing what we are promising to do and that it is in accordance with God's will.  Verse seventeen adds, And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite to wife.  Adonijah had a request that he be given Abishag, who had been David's comforter during his last days, to be his wife.  Matthew Henry says he was doing this not because he loved Abishag, but because he hoped to use her to renew his claim to the throne.  We need to try to understand people's motives when they ask us for something today.  Verse eighteen continues, And Bathsheba said, Well; I will speak for thee unto the king.  Bathsheba agreed to talk to Solomon for him.  Before we go to God, the eternal King, in prayer for someone today, we need to make sure that what we are going to ask Him is within His will.  Verse nineteen states, Bathsheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king’s mother; and she sat on his right hand.  

1 Kings 2:20 says, Then she said, I desire one small petition of thee; I pray thee, say me not nay. And the king said unto her, Ask on, my mother: for I will not say thee nay.  Bathsheba said she had one small request for Solomon, and he asked her what she wanted.  She was respectful to him, and he was to her as well.  We still need respect between children and parents today, with children being told to always respect their parents and parents not to treat their children harshly.  Verse twenty-one adds, And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah thy brother to wife.  Bathsheba presented Adonijah's request that he be allowed to marry Abishag.  She evidently treated Adonijah fairly, even though she was not his mother.  Of course, I don't believe she saw the real reason behind his request.  We as parents should always treat those who are children in our family fairly, even if they are not our biological children.  Verse twenty-two continues, And king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? ask for him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah. Solomon was noted for his wisdom, and he quickly saw that Adonijah as his older brother would put himself in position to claim the throne by marrying Abishag, especially with the help of Abiathar and Joab.  We need to look for the motive behind people's actions or proposed actions today.  Verse twenty-three states, Then king Solomon sware by the LORD, saying, God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word against his own life.  Solomon swore to God that He should kill Solomon if Solomon did not take Adonijah's life for this action.  Adonijah was still attempting to claim the throne, and Solomon knew it.  Verse twenty-four adds, Now therefore, as the LORD liveth, which hath established me, and set me on the throne of David my father, and who hath made me an house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death this day.  Solomon said that since God had placed him on the throne and established his house to be rulers that Adonijah would be put to death that day.  If we have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord, we must put to death anything that could take over His position as King of our life.  Verse twenty-five continues, And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died.  Solomon sent Benaiah, and he killed Adonijah under Solomon's authorization.  If we recognize something as a threat to God's authority in our life or the life of the church overall, we need to quickly remove it.  Verse twenty-six says, And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I will not at this time put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the Lord GOD before David my father, and because thou hast been afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted.  Solomon then told Abiathar to go to Anathoth and his own fields.  Solomon said that because of Abiathar's supporting Adonijah in his attempt to claim the throne, that Solomon should put him to death, but because of his role as a priest under David, he wouldn't.  When it comes to forgiveness for our sins, past nor future good needs will not counteract them.  Verse twenty-seven adds, So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the LORD; that he might fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.  Solomon said this was also the fulfillment of God's judgment on the house of Eli, though it had taken nearly eighty years to fulfill.  God's word will always be fulfilled, no matter how long it takes for it to be. 

1 Kings 2:28 says, Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.  Though Joab had not followed Absalom in his attempt to claim the throne, he had followed Adonijah in his.  David was close to his death by this time, so Joab may have thought it best to put his allegiance in the one who was actively claiming to be his successor.  When Joab heard that Solomon had been ordained king, he fled to the Temple and grabbed the horns of the altar.  If we have never really accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord, when He returns, no religious symbol is going to save us.  Verse twenty-nine adds, And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD; and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him.  When Solomon was told what Joab had done, he sent Benaiah to fall upon him, or bring him out.  Being in the temple on the altar was not going to save him, because Joab had always been more faithful to himself than to David.  Being in a church building at the altar with a Bible in our hands will do us no good when Christ returns if we have never accepted Jesus Christ.  Verse thirty continues, And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the LORD, and said unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.  When Benaiah went to get Joab, he said he wouldn't come out, but he would die where he was instead.  When Jesus returns, it will be too late to be saved, and we will die where we are.  Benaiah returned to Solomon and told him what Joab said.  When it comes to dealing with sinners who refuse to accept the salvation of Christ, we need to leave their fate up to God.  Verse thirty-one states, And the king said unto him, Do as he hath said, and fall upon him, and bury him; that thou mayest take away the innocent blood, which Joab shed, from me, and from the house of my father.  Solomon told Benaiah to go and slay Joab and bury him, because he had shed innocent blood for him when David was king.  Our sins will one day be dealt with forever, and if we do not have forgiveness through putting our faith in Jesus Christ, which is the only way to have forgiveness, we will face God's punishment.  Verse thirty-two adds, And the LORD shall return his blood upon his own head, who fell upon two men more righteous and better than he, and slew them with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the host of Judah.  Solomon said that Joab would then pay for shedding the innocent blood of Abner and Amasa, which David did not know about.  One day, those sins that no one may know about will come to light.  Verse thirty-three continues, Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab, and upon the head of his seed for ever: but upon David, and upon his seed, and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall there be peace for ever from the LORD.  Solomon said that Joab’s sins would therefore be upon his head and upon his descendants forever, but not on David and his descendants, who would live at peace with God forever.  Of course, we are all individually responsible for our own sins.  The only way to be forgiven and live at peace with God is through faith in Jesus Christ.  Verse thirty-four says, So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and slew him: and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.  Benaiah killed Joab and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.  Unless Jesus Christ returns first, we will all one day die, and what we have decided about Jesus Christ will make all the difference.  Verse thirty-five adds, And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room over the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the room of Abiathar. Solomon put Benaiah in charge of the army and Zadok in the place of Abiathar.  God today will call people to replace those who have died or those who were really never faithful to start with.  Verse thirty-six continues, And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither.  Solomon confined Shimei to his own house and told him if he went out too far that he would die.  God will allow us to live in our own house of sin if we reject salvation, but one day we will be called out to answer for our sins. Verse thirty-seven adds, For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head.  We can be certain that if we are not washed in the blood of Jesus that responsibility for our sins rests on our head.  Verse thirty-eight continues, Shimei said unto the king, The saying is good: as my lord the king hath said, so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.  Shimei said what Solomon had decreed was good, and we need to acknowledge that what God says is good, whether we accept it or not. 
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