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	For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus…the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

	Galatians 5:5-6

	 


Chapter 1: A Treasured History

	The story of salvation is recorded in the Bible through true accounts of real people. Faith is a core element of salvation and has a long and treasured history. The narrative of Adam and Eve recounts the first sin and promise of redemption. After they had sinned, God sacrificed an innocent animal and demonstrated the concept of substitutionary sacrifice. Adam and Eve wore the animal skin that subsequently served as a remembrance of that important event. From the very beginning, God revealed that salvation would require a substitutionary sacrifice. The innocent animal offered in Eden was a foreshadowing, and all the sacrifices that followed anticipated the coming Redeemer. The full plan would be unveiled over time, culminating in the sacrifice of God's own Son, Jesus Christ.

	In that moment, though the Garden was lost, the hope of restoration was born. God did not leave Adam and Eve without covering—both physically and spiritually. The animal's death pointed to a future sacrifice that would fully atone for sin. This was not merely a lesson in shame or consequence, but a revelation of mercy. For the first time, mankind was given a glimpse into God's redemptive character—a God who would one day offer His own Son in place of the guilty.

	The narrative goes on to present Abel, their second son, making an acceptable offering to the Lord. Abel was a shepherd and sacrificed animals selected from the firstborn of his flock. He understood the interdependence of faith and obedience. Though there is no record of him saying anything, he demonstrated his faith by his actions. By his example, we have learned to approach God on the right terms, and with the proper attitude. Abel’s life came to an abrupt end, but he left a legacy of faith that will last for eternity.

	“By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead” (Hebrews 11:4;  Matthew 23:35).

	Abel’s offering reveals a theological truth that echoes throughout the Bible: only by blood can there be forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22). Cain’s offering, though sincere, was rejected—not because it lacked effort, but because it lacked obedience and the correct object of faith. This distinction is crucial. Salvation is not achieved by good intentions, but by trusting and obeying God’s revealed way. Abel’s sacrifice foreshadowed Christ’s own perfect offering, and though he died young, he is eternally remembered in the “hall of faith.”

	The Old Testament tradition of faithfulness and sacrifice is recorded in the story of Job. Even before Moses and the Law, men would make appropriate sacrifices for themselves and those in their household. The father, in essence, served as a priest for the family. Job was a righteous and wealthy man and had seven sons and three daughters. They lived in Uz, southeast of the Dead Sea. The events and customs described in the book of Job indicate that he was a contemporary of Abraham, during the patriarchal period, or about 2000 BC. His priestly role is evident by his faithful actions.

	“When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make arrangements for them [his family] to be purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’ This was Job’s regular custom” (Job 1:5).

	Here we see that faith is not passive. It leads to action. Job’s sacrifices weren’t based on visible sins, but on the possibility of unseen failings—“perhaps they have sinned.” His reverence for God and sense of responsibility point to a man who trusted not in his riches or status, but in the holiness and justice of the One who sees the heart.

	Job’s greatest testimony comes not in his wealth, but in his suffering. Stripped of everything—possessions, family, health—he still proclaimed:

	“I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!” (Job 19:25–27).

	This remarkable declaration shows that Job understood far more than we might expect. He believed in resurrection. He believed in a personal Redeemer. And he looked forward to standing before God in a glorified body. He may not have known all the details of the gospel like we do today, but he believed up to the extent of revelation God made known to him. Faith was required to make regular sacrifices in anticipation of God’s ultimate plan of redemption.

	Faith in God’s plan requires knowledge and understanding of God’s plan. It is obvious that God had revealed much to Job as he confidently spoke of his own resurrection. God has revealed much to mankind at large, but it is a progressive revelation. It began in the Garden of Eden and has been steadily unfolding throughout the ages. The recurring themes of this revelation are sin, sacrifice, and eternal destiny. Our eternal destiny will be either restoration with God, or isolation apart from Him.

	This truth lies at the center of dispensational theology. God has dealt with mankind in distinct ways across different ages, or dispensations, each marked by unique responsibilities and increasing light. From innocence in Eden to conscience, to human government, to promise, to Law, and now to grace—each dispensation unfolds more of God’s redemptive plan, culminating in the person and work of Jesus Christ. The sacrificial systems of old anticipated the cross; the promises of the patriarchs pointed forward to the Seed. Even in the darkest moments of human failure, God's covenant promises continued shining forward, unwavering in their trajectory toward Christ—the Lamb of God who would fulfill every shadow, every promise, and every expectation.

	It is at this point in the unfolding plan that the cross takes center stage.

	Salvation is a work of God for sinful man and is based on the sacrifice of God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. The animal sacrifices instituted in the Old Testament were never intended to take away sin permanently, but they pointed forward to the one perfect sacrifice that would. The blood of bulls and goats served as a temporary covering, a placeholder until the appointed time when God would send the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). These ancient offerings anticipated the ultimate atonement. In their repetition, they revealed the need for something greater. That “something greater” was Christ. His death on the cross fulfilled every shadow, every symbol, and every hope embedded in the sacrificial system.

	The veracity of God’s redemption plan has not been revealed all at once, but slowly and methodically across time. From the garden to the cross, and from the cross to the promise of Christ’s return, God has progressively made known His intentions, His heart, and His power to redeem. And while humanity changes with the seasons, God’s plan remains unchanged. His promise of salvation is not a vague religious hope—it is rooted in the finished work of Christ. To exercise faith effectively, we must believe that God is both willing and able to save us, and that His means of salvation is not through self-effort or religious ritual, but through faith in the crucified and risen Son of God.

	This brings us to a crucial truth: biblical faith is not generic optimism. It is not “believing things will work out,” or “trusting that everything happens for a reason,” or “hoping the universe is on our side.” That may pass as cultural faith, but it is far from biblical faith. The object of faith matters infinitely more than the strength of it. A person can have unshakable faith in a flawed object and be gravely disappointed. True faith—saving faith—is faith placed specifically in God’s redemptive plan, centered on the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This faith does not rest on our understanding or circumstances, but on God's unchanging truth revealed in His Word.

	Biblical faith believes that God has spoken, and that what He has said is trustworthy and final. It trusts that Jesus is the eternal Son of God, who took on human flesh, lived a sinless life, died a substitutionary death, and rose bodily from the grave. It believes that Jesus bore our sins in His body on the cross and that, by believing in Him, we are justified before God—not by works, not by effort, not by religious merit, but by grace through faith. This faith produces assurance, not because we feel saved, but because God has declared us righteous through Christ’s atonement.

	And from this living faith springs hope—not a vague longing, but a confident expectation. In the biblical context, hope is not wishful thinking or sentimental daydreaming. It is a rock-solid conviction that what God has promised, He will surely fulfill. This kind of hope is transformational. It changes our outlook, our decisions, and our desires. It shifts our focus from the fleeting pleasures and pressures of this world to the eternal realities that await us in Christ. Hope, in this sense, is not passive. It actively pulls us forward. It reorients our goals, purifies our motives, and stirs our obedience. Paul wrote that we are “looking for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). This hopeful expectancy is the lens through which believers are called to view all of life.

	Hope born of faith lifts our eyes beyond our present struggles. It teaches us to see trials as temporary, suffering as purposeful, and obedience as worthwhile. The believer who has fixed their hope on Christ cannot be shaken by the changing winds of fortune or fear. Hope acts as an anchor for the soul (Hebrews 6:19)—steadfast and secure. It anchors us in the promises of God when the storms of life threaten to sink us in despair.

	Job’s life illustrates this vividly. Though he endured unimaginable loss, he declared with unwavering faith, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” He could endure hardship not because he ignored it, but because he placed it in the context of eternity. He understood that even if this life crumbled, God’s promise remained. And so it is with us. Our trials may be intense, our sorrows deep, but the hope of eternal life with Christ is deeper still. It is not detached from suffering—it is forged in it. As Paul wrote, “suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Romans 5:3–4). That hope grows not in luxury, but in loss. Not in pleasure, but in perseverance.

	Even after we believe the gospel and are saved, our experience of this life can still fluctuate. Circumstances change, emotions ebb and flow, and disappointments come. But when we fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), we are reminded that our future is not uncertain—it is glorious. If we stay focused on our eternal inheritance, we will walk with endurance and grace through the trials of life. But if we lose sight of that hope and fixate only on what we can see, discouragement will take hold. We will begin to live as though this world is all there is, and in doing so, we make decisions that only deepen our frustration.

	And this is where love becomes the outflow of faith and hope. It is not the starting point—it is the fruit. Love without faith and hope may be sentimental or admirable, but it lacks the power and purity of divine love. True love—the kind that pleases God and reflects His nature—can only spring from a heart transformed by Christ. This is the love that Jesus demonstrated when He laid down His life for sinners. It is the self-giving, others-focused, unshakable love that moves us to obey God's greatest commandments: to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:30–31). This kind of love is not humanly generated. It is empowered by the Holy Spirit and sustained by faith and hope.

	Faith lays hold of the gospel, hope carries us through the journey, and love overflows into action. These three remain. And as Paul wrote, “the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13), not because love stands alone, but because it is the visible and eternal expression of what faith and hope have accomplished in the heart. Love like this doesn’t simply happen. It is the result of anchoring our trust in Christ and living with our eyes fixed on His return. When we love as Christ loved us, we bear witness to the transforming power of the gospel—not only in doctrine, but in daily life.

	The extent that hope affects our journey through life may be observed by studying the experiences of Abraham. His story is a pillar in apostolic doctrine and is pivotal to understanding God’s love for mankind. When God called Abraham out of his land of idolatry, it was not because of any merit in Abraham himself—it was an act of grace. And when he responded by faith, he became the prototype of those who would be justified by faith. But the journey was not without struggle. His obedience faltered, his understanding grew in stages, and his hope was often stretched to its limits. Yet through it all, the covenant God made with Abraham stands as a testament to divine faithfulness.

	As we move into the next chapters, we’ll see how these three virtues—faith, hope, and love—come alive in the life of Abraham. His journey will not only deepen our understanding of how God works, but will inspire us to walk more faithfully, hope more eagerly, and love more fully.

	✞

	 


Chapter 2: Abraham’s Journey of Faith

	The Abrahamic Covenant contains a foundational element in God's redemption plan. God made a promise to Abraham that affects all people of all time. We will examine the details regarding the past, present, and future aspects of this important covenant. As the story unfolds, we will clearly see the gracious aspect of faith; the firm foundation to which the hope of believers is anchored; and the vast extent of God’s love.

	“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you’” (Genesis 12:1–3).

	This divine call was more than a personal instruction—it was the launching point of a redemptive timeline that would extend all the way to Christ. In Abram’s day (Abram was his original name and was later changed to Abraham). In his day, the world was engulfed in idolatry. The region of Mesopotamia, particularly Ur of the Chaldeans, was a hub of pagan worship. There is no indication that Abram had any prior relationship with the God who now spoke to him. This call, then, was an act of sovereign grace. God chose Abram not because of his merit, but because of His own plan. That plan involved setting apart a man through whom He would establish a nation—a people uniquely His—through whom the Redeemer would ultimately come.

	From the outset, God made it clear that obedience required separation. “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s household.” Each of these elements represented a tether to the old life. Abram’s family was steeped in false worship, and the ties that bound him to them would ultimately hinder the new identity God intended to give him. God’s purpose was to build something entirely new, beginning with Abram, and He was calling him into a life of faith marked by dependence, not familiarity.

	And yet, Abram’s initial obedience was only partial.

	Rather than immediately separating from his extended family and homeland, Abram journeyed with his father Terah and his nephew Lot. While Scripture makes it clear that God’s call was personal and specific, the initial response was more communal and cautious. Abram did leave Ur, but he remained under his father’s headship. Terah assumed leadership of the journey and, perhaps guided more by practical necessity than divine direction, chose a route along the Euphrates River. This path followed the fertile crescent—ideal for grazing livestock, but indirect and geographically removed from the land God had promised to show Abram.

	Instead of continuing directly into Canaan, the group settled in a place that bore a familiar name—Haran. It’s possible that the comfort of a namesake city, or the needs of aging Terah, led to this extended stay. But Haran was not the final destination. It was a halfway point—geographically, spiritually, and in terms of obedience. Abram had responded to God, but not fully. He had heard the call, but allowed the pull of family ties and logistical concerns to slow his obedience.

	This period in Haran is revealing. Abram was not yet the man of great faith we often remember. He was a man in process. While God allowed this delay, it is worth noting that no further divine revelation came during this time. The journey stalled. The covenant promise lingered, but the blessing did not unfold. Terah’s presence, Lot’s inclusion, and the diversion to Haran marked a period of spiritual pause.

	Abram’s life at this point was still rooted in the system he had grown up in. He remained part of a clan—a complex network of family, servants, and livestock under the leadership of a patriarch. Terah, though aging, retained authority, and Abram was being groomed to succeed him. This transition would have been significant within the clan structure. He would have been expected to manage the family’s affairs, oversee the flocks, and ensure the prosperity of future generations. To forfeit this role, especially without a guaranteed outcome in a new land, would have seemed reckless. But that was precisely what God was calling him to do—step away from security into the unknown, trusting the word of a God he had just met.

	The death of Terah marked a turning point. With the patriarch gone, Abram was now free to lead—and to obey. At seventy-five years old, he finally resumed the journey, continuing toward Canaan with Sarai and Lot still by his side. It’s important to see that while this was a significant move forward, the full separation God had requested had not yet occurred. Lot’s presence would later bring trouble. For now, though, Abram entered the land in faith, and that act of obedience was met with renewed revelation.

	He arrived at Shechem, a location that would later hold deep significance for the people of Israel. There, by the great tree of Moreh, the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” This was more than a geographical promise—it was a confirmation that the childless Abram would indeed have descendants. This marked the first recorded appearance of the Lord to Abram and introduced a deeper intimacy to their relationship. In response, Abram built an altar and worshiped. This was a spiritual high point. A renewed call, a reaffirmed promise, and a personal act of worship—this was what obedience began to look like.

	And yet, even in this moment of worship, the seeds of future trials were still present. Lot, still journeying with Abram, symbolized an incomplete break from the past. The full blessing of the covenant would not unfold until that separation occurred. But for now, God was patient. He was drawing Abram forward, one step at a time, allowing the man of faith to become the man he was called to be.

	The narrative of Abram’s life reveals a faith that grows over time. It is not static or instant. It develops through decisions, both wise and foolish. Each test, each circumstance, each revelation serves as a shaping force. The calling from Ur was clear, and the destination was divinely chosen, but the journey was marked by detours, delays, and moments of doubt.

	This is important to understand: faith is not always linear. God calls, we respond, and sometimes that response is hesitant, filtered through fear or comfort or human reasoning. But God is patient. He does not abandon us when we falter. He continues to work in us, leading us forward, allowing circumstances to refine our trust in Him.

	Abram’s initial detour to Haran didn’t cancel the covenant, but it delayed its unfolding. His partial obedience postponed the full experience of blessing, but it didn’t revoke God’s plan. The Lord was gracious. He waited. And when Abram finally set foot in Canaan, the covenant promise resumed with renewed clarity.

	Still, the journey of faith was far from over. Peaks would be followed by valleys. Moments of bold worship would be shadowed by episodes of fear and failure. Abram’s walk with God was not pristine—it was human. His hope often wavered as his circumstances shifted. But that is precisely what makes his story relatable. He didn’t start as the father of many nations. He started as a hesitant wanderer, clinging to a promise he barely understood.

	Even his response to God’s presence at Shechem—the building of an altar—was a mixture of faith and uncertainty. He worshiped, yes, but he had not yet seen the fulfillment. He believed, but the specifics were still unknown. That tension—between belief and reality, between promise and fulfillment—is the crucible in which biblical hope is forged.

	Faith, as we’ve seen, is trust in what God has said. Hope is the eager expectation that God will do what He has promised. In Abram’s case, his faith was tested by the ambiguity of the journey. He believed enough to leave, but not enough to let go of everything. He hoped in the promise, but still clung to elements of the past. His path to blessing required not only faith in God’s word but hope in God’s timing and methods. That hope had to shift from self-preservation to God-dependence.

	God's patience with Abram underscores a profound truth: the development of spiritual maturity is a process. The Abram who left Ur with his family and livestock was not yet the Abraham who would later be called a friend of God. There would be more altars, more failures, more revelations. And all of them would shape the man and his mission.

	By the time Abram reached Shechem and then moved to Bethel, building yet another altar and calling on the name of the Lord, we begin to see a rhythm developing in his spiritual life. These altars weren’t merely memorials—they were personal landmarks of faith, built in the soil of a land not yet his, offered to a God he was just beginning to understand.

	This was the start of something monumental—not because of Abram’s strength or wisdom, but because of God’s grace. And though Abram’s obedience had been delayed and partial, God still chose to bless, guide, and use him. His peaks and valleys were not barriers to God’s plan; they were the terrain through which that plan would unfold.

	As we’ll see in the next chapter, the path of obedience is not without pressure. From the heights of communion with God, Abram would soon face the pressures of survival, scarcity, and self-preservation. His response would reveal much—not just about his faith, but about his hope. Where we place our hope determines how we respond when the pressure is on.

	Abram had begun his journey. He had heard the call, stepped out in faith, and worshiped the One who promised him more than he could imagine. But the real testing had not yet begun. Ahead lay the proving grounds of the soul—where hope would be refined, faith would be stretched, and love would be revealed through the unfolding of God’s covenant.

	✞

	 


Chapter 3: Failure Under Pressure

	The best parts of the land were occupied. Abram’s group was large, and the herds required a constant supply of food and water. After grazing in an area for a period, they had to move on. The search for fresh pastures was unrelenting, and the pressures of survival in an unfamiliar land were intensifying.
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