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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			This book contains 66 reviews of horror films written and ranked by critic and blogger Steve Hutchison. Each description includes five ratings (stars, story, creativity, acting, quality), a synopsis and a review. All 66 movies present a surreal threat. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			Psycho
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			1960

		

		
			A woman steals a large sum of money and hides in a motel owned by a strange man.
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			Psycho revolutionizes horror simply. It presents itself as a mere thriller, but turns into a kind of darkness unlike the science-fiction approach of the last decade; a time when terror was spectacular, monstrous, not so lethal, and more politically correct. Psycho breaks new grounds in regards to taboos, sexuality and deviance, and never resorts to filler despite being based on dialog.

			The camera work is superb. Hitchcock throws himself challenges that he executes perfectly, as an illusionist would. His techniques are mysterious, purposely complicated, and seem to wink at the student, casual and professional filmmaker and hardcore film fans. This is based on a book, but many freedoms are taken into making the content accessible, yet implicitly twisted.

			The movie often asks us to reconsider our moral values and our initial judgment. Alfred Hitchcock slowly establishes horror through rigorous suspense, build-up and by structuring dialog or blocking strategically and with perfect timing. If Psycho feels so familiar, it is probably because it exposes the ills of society, concentrating them on a few characters and questioning their innocence.

		

		
			#2

		

		
			Psycho II
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			1983

		

		
			A murderer released from a psychiatric institution questions his sanity.
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			Psycho 2 is released 23 years after the original film. The surreal thriller became one of the few significant milestones of its time and wasn’t necessarily designed to generate a franchise, though its plot never led to the antagonist’s death. As we know now, Anthony Perkins’s character was the killer and he returns for this sequel. He gives a performance perfectly in tone with the previous one.

			The original Psycho was in black and white and this one uses washed out color. It crafts a photography that purposely feels behind its time. The grain is rich and the lighting is evened. Tom Holland wrote a slow screenplay that spends quality time with the leads. He creates dialog tension effortlessly, as Hitchcock did. He keeps the story arc to a minimum, as if suspending and stretching time.

			Like 1960’s Psycho, Psycho 2 is big on turns and twists but doesn’t necessarily keep them for last. When you think you have it all figured out, an element of surprise makes you reconsider what you think you know. This is a layered whodunit with what seems like plot holes, but it is made in the spirit of the original. The pacing is the same, the structure is as creative and it is just as dark.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			Club Dread
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			2004

		

		
			A serial killer is stalking and murdering the employees and guests of a paradise island.
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			Coconut Pete’s Coconut Beach Resort is the best place on Earth and the Broken Lizard collective is about to prove it. This may very well be the best movie they made, and it’s a slasher slapstick comedy, of all things. This film is guaranteed to put a smile on your face. It contains a ridiculous number of red herrings, alcohol, drugs, and sex at every turn.

			Many filmmakers attempted to make parodies of horror movies, but few succeeded the way Club Dread does. In most cases, they didn’t care enough about character exposition, which is prominent, here. Club Dread was written by Jay Chandrasekhar, Kevin Heffernan, Steve Lemme, Paul Soter and Erik Stolhanske, who all play important characters. These guys are the bee’s knees.

			The men and woman, in this, aren’t wearing much. Women are particularly beautiful. The casting is lightning in a bottle. This is, in a nutshell, one of the most feel-good horror comedy out there, with emphasis on “comedy”. There are plot holes throughout, yes, but that comes with the territory. This film makes absolutely no sense and it’s perfect this way. Blame it on surrealism.

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Oldboy
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			2013

		

		
			A man imprisoned for twenty years then set free seeks answers and revenge.
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			The original Oldboy was a product of South Korea that didn’t get the international credit it deserved, probably because of subtitles and the cultural barrier. Additionally, it was presumably considered too surreal and convoluted for a mainstream audience with a generally lower attention span. That said, the emotions stirred up by this masterpiece are universally compelling and relatable.

			This is a tale of sadness, remorse and frustration disguised as a revenge story that doesn’t exactly following the tropes of the subgenre. It is far from predictable but is filled with plot holes that it dares blame on surrealism. The film’s biggest flaw is that its story progresses as we witness events the protagonists aren’t aware of, yet they pickup on the invisible clues left for us.

			We get the cream of actors and equivalent deliveries. The photography and the effects are impeccable. The eccentricities that created a buzz about the 2003 version are brought back and treated with respect, skill and innovation. Every technical challenge is reattempted and revised, then upped a notch. This film will make you face taboos in ways you can’t imagine, unless you’ve seen the original...

		

		
			#5

		

		
			Cube
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			1997

		

		
			Amnesic strangers awaken in a three-dimensional booby-trapped maze.
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			Imagine an existential slasher where the murderers are the booby-trapped cubic rooms of a futuristic and potentially alien three-dimensional labyrinth. This larger than life horror take on Rubik’s cube works miracles with limited but brilliant production design that takes us out of our element and into a world of technology, traps, math, doubt, repetition, confusion and fear.

			Much like its architecture, this science-fiction slasher feels like a game; like a puzzle. As such, it encourages its victim to think more than act if they want to survive. The different cubic rooms are trapped in imaginative ways to generate striking gore. The characters are amnesic and start in the cube. There is therefore little to no character exposition aside what pertains to the plot.

			Cube is close to flawless. Considering its small budget, much like its heroes, the makers used their brain to come up with a gimmick that create both an illusion and a nameless subgenre that translates to “puzzle horror”. Only one room was used to shoot the whole maze. The illusion is seamless! This is a mystery, so expect more questions than answers. It’s part of the game...

		

		
			#6

		

		
			American Psycho
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			2000

		

		
			A wealthy investment banking executive grows increasingly insane.
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			American Psycho introduces a protagonist who is both charming and despicable. Through his thoughts and actions, we understand he is a sociopath who will stop at nothing to shape the world as he sees fit. He is on the brink of a psychosis and we watch him regress with delight. He has no respect for women and is obsessively competitive towards men. Here’s a one-way ticket into his madness…

			This is a satire on the late 1980s and its yuppies. It takes place in Manhattan in all its glory. Patrick Bateman, the lead, hangs out in trendy restaurants that serve meals so pretentious they seem out of a fairy tale. The movie is sexy, kinky, and features both male and female nudity. It also contains one of the most legendary threesomes in film history!

			The structure is unusual. Bateman’s antagonist, a detective, is a stress factor but isn’t much of a threat. Consequences to his murders are somehow inexistent, it seems, and his true enemy is his insanity, as it turns out. The social commentary is strong, yet you could miss it if you’re not looking deep enough. American Psycho is a mainstream jewel and an instant classic.

		

		
			#7

		

		
			The Hole
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			2001

		

		
			Four teenagers uncover and explore the depths of a sealed underground bomb shelter.
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			The Hole is at times poignant, frustrating, disturbing, but there is more, here, than meets the eye. This is a legendary mindfuck. The story is simple enough, but it gets increasingly layered the deeper we get. Parallel to the main timeline is a psychiatric investigation. This leads to one of the most powerful twists in the history of horror films and it happens sooner than you’d think.

			Things gets very sinister passed a certain point. The teenagers realize they are locked inside the bunker they were partying in. Claustrophobia ensues. All this happens while the main protagonist, played by Thora Birch shows her unrequited love for Mike, one of two jocks, played by Desmond Harrington. Keira Knightley plays the hot chick and Laurence Fox her fling. All four are exceptional!
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