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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This volume gathers the homilies delivered by Pastor Theodore Andoseh during the Vision Prayer Nights of 2023, held at the Christian Missionary Fellowship International (CMFI) headquarters in Koumé, Cameroon. These weekly sessions of praying and sharing heart-to-heart were dedicated to cultivating the spirit of a servant and refining the character of Christian workers through practical lessons from Scripture.

      The messages presented in this book call for personal transformation, inviting readers to align their attitudes with the highest standards of Christian stewardship. Topics like Cultivating Excellence, The Spirit of a Servant, and Knowing the God You Serve are explored, offering insights into effective Christian service marked by joy, integrity, and commitment.

      Pastor Andoseh uses biblical wisdom to help Christian workers embrace a life of impactful service. Each homily is crafted to provide practical steps for improving stewardship, deepening spiritual maturity, and enhancing leadership.

      We encourage you to engage with this book not merely as an intellectual pursuit but as a personal guide for your journey in service to God. May these homilies strengthen your spirit of service, refine your character, and inspire a deeper commitment to the work of the Lord.

      Whether you are seeking to grow in service, leadership, or personal devotion, this book offers the guidance you need to serve more effectively and faithfully in your Christian journey.
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            REAL PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      As we face this year, yesterday, we were sharing with the brethren at the place of prayer:

      
        
          	
        That prayer should make God big in our hearts and in our eyes.
      

      	
        Prayer should make us completely free from manipulating anybody, because prayer should make God real to us.
      

      

      

      Elijah showed that prayer should destroy all forms of manipulation and secondary causes. When he wanted to ask fire to come down from heaven, he eliminated every possible cause of accidental fire. He said: pour water on the sacrifice, and they poured it. He imagined that somebody may still say:  there was not water under the animals. He said: pour water again, and again, until the water was all over.

      When we pray, we don’t have to help God.

      God is not to be deduced.

      God is real.

      Elijah teaches us that we should eliminate all possible manipulations, because, God is real.

      This year, I want you to give God a chance to be real in your life.

      Give him a chance to change you.

      Show Him the things in your life that need to be changed.

      The miracles of God are not just about provisions, healing, deliverance. When God first created the world, He was not planning that there will be sickness so that He will manifest Himself.

      God is not looking for diseases to manifest Himself. Even if there were no sicknesses, even if there were no demons, even if there were no daily needs, no sickness, no need, no demons, God manifested Himself to Adam.

      Knowing God is not just about basic needs, basic needs, sensual needs. When God created man, He did not foresee that there would be sorcerers for Him to manifest Himself by saving you from sorcerers. Diseases, sorcerers, demons, are the little accidents that came after.

      The first need that prompted God to manifest Himself to man was the need for co-workers. God gave Adam a great job and He saw that Adam was all alone, and He produced a co-worker who did not bring heartache, but a co-worker who brought him shouts of joy. Say: Amen!

      When God gives you His co-worker, you will not stop dancing all night long. The hippopotamus that we gather, even the Bible says in Proverbs 10, "The blessing of the Lord enriches, and it comes with no regrets." You come into my life and you say God sent you, yet you have the anointing to break hearts.

      This year, we must have work to do for God, because it is within the framework of the work that God gives us to do for Him that God has the opportunity to walk with us and to manifest Himself to us. If you are not doing anything, God will manifest Himself to you in relation to what?

      You have to know God's will for your life so that you can have the opportunity to know God.

      You have to commit yourself to God's work. Even concerning God's provision, it was after God gave Adam all that work, that He said to Adam, "I give you all the herbs as food and as food for all the animals that I have placed under you." Therefore, when God gives you work, He gives you authority and leadership.

      At that time, Adam was the ruler of all animals, so he was the ruler of everything that existed. So, he was a leader. When God provides for you, He provides for you and for the work He has entrusted to you. He wanted Adam to be vice-regent, or else ruler over all creation. So when he provided for Adam, he said, "I give you all the herbs and all the trees with the fruits for food for you and for all those whom I have placed under you." God provides for His servants and provides for their work.

      There are a lot of good fruits that you've never tasted, because you don't even know the work you have. Why should we give you the fruit? Good fruit is given to those who serve God.

      It is God Himself who sees even the needs of those who are committed to serving Him.

      When we started at Gospel House, we had a brother there named Jean Ngomba; he was a worker. Jean worked, John worked. At the time, the printing machines we had were the Ronéos: we made the stencils, we glued them there and we turned them. Jean Ngomba could turn the machine from morning to night, and while he was turning it, Jean Ngomba repeated to himself: "It was to an Adam who worked hard that God saw that it is not good for him to be alone." - so you understand why he worked hard. He wanted God to see. And when he finished saying like that, he would say: "It is for Jean Ngomba who works hard that God sees, that it is not good for Jean Ngomba to work alone". Say: Amen!

      Was he right? You say 'yes', but he wasn't right. I told him that he had forgotten part of that passage. I told him that "Adam was sleeping", I told him that Jean Ngomba is too awake. Adam was asleep. Brother, sleep. Work hard and sleep. "It was for a Jean Ngomba who was sleeping that God could take a small rib to make."

      This year, give God a chance even to bless you with a marriage partner. Not by having a trouser that is full to bursting, but by working very hard. Say: Amen. If your trouser is bursting, we will send you out to go and walk in the streets and preach. By the time you come back, your trouser will be normal.

      It was for a “Jean Ngomba” who was working hard that God saw that: it is not good for Jean Ngomba to be alone. And brethren, even though I am putting it in a humoristic way it is a principle of the bible,: Seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness and all these things shall be given to you.

      Would you find a goal to which you will give yourself this year, so that you may free God to see your need? Why are you blocking God from seeing your needs?

      The Lord told us in the book of Matthew 6: why do you worry about what you shall eat or drink, or what you shall wear? What that means is that, as long as you are pursuing your needs, God cannot actually follow you with your needs. Free God to meet your needs, by finding His work and doing it.

      Free God to see you, because according to that passage: “do not seek for what you shall eat or what you shall drink or what you shall wear, for after those things do the pagans seek”.

      So, in heaven, God's children pursue the Kingdom of God, and God meets their needs. Pagans pursue their needs, and they can't believe in God. So, there are pagans in the church. To them, it's all about seeing what they're going to get out of it. The Bible calls them pagans.

      This year, are you going to give God the opportunity to think about you, to see your needs?

      Are you going to forget yourself and give yourself over to His work? Shall you pursue His kingdom and righteousness and thus give Him the opportunity to see that you are lonely? The possibility of even seeing that you need some good fruit to eat?

      Do it for your own good. Amen?

      
        
        
        Pray that the brethren will ask God what they should do for Him; the part that each one must fulfil in the prophecy that God has given us.

        Pray that they should get out of God’s way, that they should not spoil what God wants to do in their own lives.

        Pray truly, because there are people who believe they are zealous, but he does a little, he prays a little, and he looks after his needs.

      

      

      

      
        
          	
        Set your goals for yourself.
      

      	
        God has given us a word of wisdom, find yourself inside.
      

      	
        You will give God a chance in your life.
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            FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE

          

        

      

    

    
      Robert Shuler preached about the three great cardinals of life found in 1 Corinthians 13. So, these three abide: faith, hope and love. And the greatest of them all is love.

      Those are the three pillars of life. For any individual, for any community, for any society, and even for any nation or for any generation, if you find an individual and you look at his life and these things: faith, hope and love, are deficient, the person has a poor-quality life. The person is not really alive. He is living death. Why?

      When you look at somebody and asked: what does he believe? What does this person believe? What is he convinced about? What can he die for? A man who has nothing to die for has nothing to live for. He is an animal.

      The difference between a human being and an animal is not intelligence, it is the spirit. And faith is a function of the spirit. Hope is a function of the spirit and love is a function of the spirit.

      And when I look at many people’s lives, their lives can only be described as what the French describe as: “sans foi, ni loi”. (Without faith, without law).

      He doesn't believe in anything; his whole life doesn't have a turning point.

      I was saying to the brothers in the church in Lagos when it started, I told them: When we take your budget, we ought to know what you believe in, who your god is. Because the apostle Paul says, "There are some," and I say this again with tears, "their god is their stomach." And they boast of what must have been their shame.

      So, when you ask someone: show me your budget. You don't need to look twice, just look at everyone's god in the majority of their resources. That's his true faith, his true creed, because when you believe, you put everything into it.

      An anecdote is told about a businessman. He had a brilliant idea that was going to make a lot of money, and he wanted to raise the capital for it. He didn't want to share this idea with everyone. He contacted three billionaires. He told them that he wants to share with them an idea that will transform them from billionaires to multi-billionaires. But he said that the condition for him to share this idea, the only condition for them to listen to what he has to say is that everyone had to close all their business, bring all their capital, 100% and that he himself will do the same. Of the three, one said that: no, a wise man doesn't put all his eggs in one basket. The gentleman said, "You're right, can you excuse us?" And he went out. The other two with this one were ready to close all their businesses, to have only this one business and put everything into it. He shared his idea, the other two left to close all their businesses, gather all their capital. Remember, they were already billionaires. They gathered all their capital and they invested in this idea and within three years they were all multi billionaires and the one who had come out was no longer a billionaire.

      Do you believe anything?

      Do you even believe anyone?

      The three main parameters of life. I don't want to teach about that, because it's a course to teach academics.

      The natural, spiritual, and eternal principle of these three, these three are immortal. Because that's what the apostle Paul is saying. The prophecies and the spiritual gifts will pass away, the conditions of life, prosperity and everything will pass away, but not these three!

      Truly, if you have no one you believe, if you have nothing that you believe, really, you are a dog; a living animal, because intelligence does not distinguish human beings from animals. Animals have intelligence, don't they? What distinguishes the human being? God put the spirit in him. And the functions of the spirit are these three great manifestations.

      Every human relationship is faith. When I give you the food, you believe I didn't poison it, that's why you eat.

      All marriage is by faith. All these things that people say, ah, let's see if she's a good girl. Who among us knows the future?  Who among us knows what our partner is going to look like when adverse conditions arrive? We marry by faith.

      The truth is, if you don't have faith, you're going to be an old bachelor, you're going to stay single all your life. When you know a little bit about how human beings can betray, can disappoint, the option of celibacy and picking up pleasure where you can pick it up in exchange for money and making children using laboratory techniques seem to be the way of wisdom. But whoever chooses to marry, marries by faith. And if a man doesn't have faith in his partner, it's better to call off all such engagements. We marry by faith.

      Sister, if a brother asks you: how do we know that when you get married, you are going to give birth? You're a woman, tell me, do you know how? Even if you send the question back to him, it didn't answer his question. He doesn't know if he's fertile, and you don't have the opportunity to know if you're going to give birth to children. So as soon as a man starts asking such questions, it's better to break off the relationship, because he doesn't have what it takes for marriage, he doesn't have faith. We marry by faith.

      If someone says to you, 'Give me a guarantee that your womb will bear children,' can you write that down? If he asks you to give him a guarantee that you are going to give birth, tell him to guarantee that he will never lose his job to provide for the family. Also tell him that he should not die early. Since it's not a contract of faith, it's a contract of interest. If it's a contract of self-interest: if you say to me, ' sign that if you don't give birth, I have power [to send you away;]' I will also say to you: I'm your wife, sign that you're not going to die before your time and leave me a widow. Sign.

      If we go to Barrister. Tawet's office to sign this kind of contract, how many people will get married?

      You have seen that when Paul says, "Thus the three endure," it is a principle of life.

      He who does not have faith cannot have relationships, cannot enjoy life, has no life. We marry by faith.

      So, if you want to talk to a girl, tell her, 'I love you by faith.' What for? Because, what it is today, you don't have a guarantee that it will be tomorrow. An accident can happen, an illness can happen, misfortunes can happen. So it is not as funny as it apparently is. Say: Amen.

      The second of these giants of goodness is hope. If you don't have hope, you don't have a life.

      If you don't have a goal, that is, something to strive for, you don't have a life. Life will be boring for you, life will have no meaning for you, you have no direction in life, because it is hope that gives direction. What do you expect from life? What kind of future are you waiting for?

      If I were to ask the brethren, 'Come up here,' tell me a little about the future you now aspire to. Most people won't be able to describe their hope. That's why a lot of people are already old.

      Because Caleb said, "Ever since Moses told me that God was going to give me this land as an inheritance, I was only forty years old. And today, I'm eighty-five years old, I haven't aged an inch."

      Hope gives you the vitamin you need to live.

      He who has hope will be rejuvenated. Caleb had it. All the people of his generation would die, but he had to live, because he had land to possess. 45 years old, hope kept him without aging even a little bit, and he didn't take the vitamins, calcium and magnesium. He didn't take all that.

      If we were to ask several people here, when Brother Zach taught us how to set goals. Setting goals, objectives, is just an exercise in crystallizing our hope, learning to grasp a future, a future in front of you that you aspire to.

      Many people have lost hope, faith in our vision and have lost hope; and suddenly they wake up one fine day to find that: it was still true, it was really God who had spoken!

      It's Jeff Bezos who says: it's in retrospect, when you look at the choices you made, that you see a clear path of destiny. And he said that in relation to the future, the only way to find the way to the future is to go back to yourself, to what you believe.

      Looking back, you can look back and see that: God really led me, and it worked. It was the right choice, and it turned out to be really beneficial. But he said: in relation to the future, you have no possibility of tracing your life without looking within yourself. Because faith is the only way to give you a lead, it interprets the past and it gives you choices for the future. Without faith, you are a good heap, you are a heap of chances.

      Thus, the three remain, obviously the greatest of them is love.

      When we stop loving, we stop living. We need to love others in order to find life.

      I'm going to give you a piece of advice that someone gave me: you always have to find someone to love, to do something to, because as long as you're flowing, you're fine. The day you cry out: I've been trampled on too much, I've been disappointed too much, I've been humiliated too much, henceforth, every man for himself. That day, you start dying.  The day you decide to shut down, you become a lake, you rot and become acidic. As long as a river is flowing, the water is said to be fresh, right? As soon as the water stops flowing, the water dies and the rot ensues. It's what you're going to become when you decide that life has hurt you too much, you don't want to venture out anymore. You have to love if you want to live. You've been hurt in the past; you've hurt others too. It's just that we often remember the wounds we've received, not the wounds we've inflicted on others.

      There's one of my sisters, she says she's very outspoken. I said, 'Yes, you're being honest.' She spends all her time breaking everyone's hearts except her own. And she told me that what I'm saying is mean. I told her: if what I'm saying is mean, that's fine, so she gets a taste of what her words sound like to others. Who has understood?

      When you spend your time talking about everything you've been through, you're wasting your time. There's no one who doesn't have those kinds of stories in his life. When you spend your time telling everything you've been through, I assure you, you're wasting your time, because there's no one who can't tell such a story as far as they're concerned.

      We live in this world with Satan and demons as neighbours. Who do you think has passed through a world where demons and Satan are sneaking around and he has remained untouched by the curse, by Satan and by demons?

      When I was young, I read too much romance and dreamed. I told the young people, I was dreaming. After Bambili, there are the Sabga Hills. Over there, there are plateaus, then it climbs and then there is another plateau. Ever since I was eleven, when I travelled, I went through this. The scene was fascinating, and I thought, when I grow up, I'm going to have money, I'm going to buy all these hills. And I've even positioned where my home will be. I said I was going to have a big ranch there with horses, oxen, sheep, but above all a big shed, next to a fountain, where you can read, be caressed by the water.

      When I arrived in Nigeria, in Ilorin, I saw a gentleman who had built a beautiful house next to a small lake. I said: this is a microcosm of my fantasies of youth. I said, really, that's a romantic scene. You take a good Christian book; you sit by this lake and you read God's truths and it is heavenly. And in the evening, you gather your little family, you eat the fruits of the lake, you talk.

      All of a sudden, you know what happened to me? I think the Holy Spirit spoke to me, He just said, "It will not be heaven because mosquitoes will come to your home, diseases will penetrate your ideal scene. Heartaches will penetrate your ideal scene and Satan will be your neighbour.”

      You see from that day on, the great houses, all these beauties, if it is not because we have to glorify God with what we do, tell me the house where the disease will not enter. Tell me the house where Satan has not entered. Tell me where you're going to stay, where the curse and the scents of all the sins and the blood that has been shed in our generation are not going to weigh down on the atmosphere that is above you.

      Our life is hidden with God in Christ. He who lives in Christ, he at least has peace. Whoever lives in Bertoua, even the one who lives at the headquarters, cannot have peace. Because you're going to see the brothers, aren't you? You're going to see the aftermath of Adam and Eve in each of them, eyes full of lust, people full of discontent, comparison, you're going to create what? a paradise?

      I decided that in order to live, I must love. It's not for the sake of the one I love, it's for the sake of living. The one you love, if he insults you, if he is ungrateful, he is the one who will reap what he is sowing. But I need to love in order to live. Because these three remain.

      Faith in God, faith in others, faith in oneself, faith in life itself. If you're here, if you think you're useless, if you can't even believe that the God who brought you into this world, even though you were born out of wedlock, that this God who created you, at least had an intention behind your existence; if you don't believe that, what do you have? You are accursed. If you lose your faith, what do you have left? What is left for you? Even if you don't believe anyone, at least believe God, at least believe the fact that you're alive, believe your life. Did you create yourself? Were you the one who made yourself? Believe and live.

      Thus, the three remain.

      As I said, if we had a course on existentialism, to respond to all the philosophies, whether Stoicism or Hinduism, we would put on the table the vision of the Christian world: faith, hope, love. An answer to all the hedonism, all the stoicism, all the fatality, all the fatalism, all the despair.

      GOALS

      Set goals, not because we are forcing you to, set goals, so that there may be hope in your life, so that there may be hope in your life; because hope is the mother of joy. The bible says: Jesus, who for the hope that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame. Who for the joy that was set before him, he endured. He disregarded his circumstances. Who for the joy that was set before him! Hebrews 12:2

      When you are alone with God, ask yourself:

      
        
          	
        who do I want to become this year?
      

      	
        What else can I become in life?
      

      	
        What can I become?
      

      	
        What is the next thing that I must become?
      

      

      

      It will change everything; it will change everything. Your life will be overflowing with hope.

      When I stay long in the presence of God, until I see what He wants me to be, what He wants me to do, what will please Him, He has given me the Three.

      If I wait on God and I see what He wants me to become, and I know what He wants me to do and I know how He wants me to please Him, He has given me all three.

      If I know how to please Him, there is link, something that my love for God can cling to.

      If I know what I am to become, my hope is moulded.

      If I know what I have to do, I have what to apply my faith on.

      Faith works, hope endures, and love flows.

      It gives you strength inside, so that you remain young. Because when we were young, we used to say: when I grow up, I'm going to be a doctor; when I grow up, I'm going to be a dad. Children have this in abundance, and it keeps them alive. We always had to have that, because we are God's children. It ought to be clear: I want to be, I want to be, I want to be.

      A leader of ten ought to be saying, I want to be a leader of a hundred, I want to be a leader of a thousand, I want to be a leader of ten thousand. Who has blocked you? Who has stopped you? And if a leader of ten wants to be a leader of a hundred, I tell you, he's going to visit all of his ten, he's going to teach them a lot, because it's through them that there will be ten others. It's going to change the way he works. The one who is a leader of a hundred and who is not building them, loving them, giving them value has lost his hope, because everything he wanted, everything he aspired to, he has plateaued. If he had not plateaued, he would hate all that praise, because when you're congratulating someone who's in eighth grade, he knows he's still got a long way to go, right? When you don't have any hope in you, when you're congratulated, you stay there and lick up every last morsel, the nice words, because you don't want to move forward anymore. You digest it again and again and you give the testimony, you bring people back to testify again. Why are you doing this? You just got 17/20 in mathematics in third grade and you want to get a PhD. Please, 17/20 is good; Say: amen! We thank God and we start moving because the road to the doctorate is still long. If you don't have this "what God wants me to become," the congratulations will ruin you, the applause will destroy you.

      One of my personal goals this year is to ask God for the strength to put off early congratulations, not only to myself, but to those around me, because they are factors of gravity, it weighs people down.

      If you want to climb the skyscrapers and on the first floor, your eyes are already spinning, if your head is spinning on the first floor, will you get to the hundredth floor of the building? I had a disciple in Lagos, he was suspended from being a pilot because he is afraid of heights. He was an Air Force pilot. When given a fighter jet, it was his co-pilot who landed them because he passed out. He couldn't stand heights.

      To get very far there, you have to have a cool head, don't you? So, when we say to you: congratulations; You say "thank you" quickly and move on, so that it doesn't stick to you.

      Live, my brother, live.

      Live. You have to live.
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            ROMANCE WITH GOD

          

        

      

    

    
      Who has encountered God in January? Not just the blessings of God, because even the birds of the air can thank God for the provisions in the month of January.

      There is a Nigerian joke, these comics, where a chicken was thanking God and giving a testimony, that she was not caught to be cooked. And she went to a chicken church and said: Praise the Lord and gave her testimony.

      So, for provisions we share that one with the birds of the air and the flowers on the field, but they don’t have the spirit, they cannot experience God.

      In addition to being creatures of God, we are also in the image of God, we can have a relationship with God.

      What happened between you and God in the month of January? Apart from protection, provision, preservation; apart from God’s faithfulness, and His goodness and His mercy that preserved you, protected you, provided for you, how did you experience God? What happened between you and God, in a distinct way?

      If you called some sister here who is married and asked her: when did you last touch your husband? She can remember, even if it is two years ago, because there are some who are fasting, but at least they know when they touched. In a relationship, I should know when God last touched me, when I last touched God, when something specific happened between God and I, something clear.

      When was it for you?

      When did God rebuked you or encouraged you, or directed you, or poured His presence on you as a person?

      In our testimonies, we often don’t talk about that, it is as if testimony is only when “nkap” (money) enters your hand, or an accident almost crushed you and suddenly [you were rescued] especially near Abong-Mbang.

      We need to watch and monitor the inner happenings with God. “My son, take care of your heart, for from it are the springs of life. My son, take care of your heart, for from it are the springs of life.”

      Today I will not ask for the testimonies, but please, I would like, at the end of every week or at the end of every day, ask: what happened between God and I today? What happened between God and I today? When did you last melt for God or burn for God?

      One sister told me some time ago,  "Brother Theodore, I met a brother and fell in love like a teenager." It means that as a teenager, she had love at first sight, when it hits you. She told me: "But it's interesting to still live this, you even see the days differently, like a teenager. For many of us, it doesn't flow anymore.

      Hallelujah!

      When did you last burn for God or melted for God, like a teenager?

      The way things started between God and yourself?

      Papa Nico, I was thinking today: one of the songs we used to sing in Bertoua, that we don't sing anymore. Did you notice that at the beginning when we were singing:

      
        
        
        Let my life be a flower, a sweet-smelling perfume

        Let my life be a flower, a sweet-smelling perfume

        Before You I repent, do with me what You will.

      

      

      

      When we first met, at least there were songs of romance with God, now there are martial songs.

      It went through my head that even the songs have changed; you don't learn new songs anymore in the field of romance with God. Who has noticed? It's a great loss.

      
        
        
        Pray that God will bring us back; Beyond the great provisions, beyond the great structures, beyond the great successes, beyond the great conflicts, beyond all these hectic, agitated things, beyond all the whirlwind, what gives meaning to all this? It is the LORD our God, the LORD our God.

      

      

      

      Please, as we start a new month, include that inside your life, so that like Habakkuk, we may say:

      
        
        Though the fig tree does not bud

        and there are no grapes on the vines,

        though the olive crop fails

        and the fields produce no food,

        though there are no sheep in the pen

        and no cattle in the stalls,

        18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord,

        I will be joyful in God my Saviour.

        Habakkuk 3:17-18

      

      

      Although I am not blessed with provisions, with material things, the LORD is my joy, I will rejoice in the LORD. Even if my fields have not yielded, even if my corn has failed in this season, even if the mangoes have not abounded, even if my groundnut field has not yielded, yet I will rejoice in the LORD. God, the only Lord, is my joy.

      Let’s come back to that, let’s come back to that. Or, we could say like Jeremiah in chapter 8: 6 :

      
        
        The harvest is passed, we are not saved

        In You, we hope, Oh Lord!

      

      

      The brethren experienced worship; because worship is when the awe of God or the wonder about what God has done makes people go down continuously on their knees and praise God. It happened to us during the mini-convention, when for about one hour, people forgot themselves, they were brought down by what God did and worshipped.

      You cannot say : "Now let us worship God." It doesn't exist.

      We don't say, 'Ready, ready, let's worship God.'"

      Worship is something that comes when you encounter the glory, the presence, the fear of God and without even realizing it, before you find yourself, you are on the ground.

      I prayed that God would even increase worship in our community, because it is so rare, moments when, in the face of the glory, in the face of the power, in the face of the presence, in the face of the fear of God, without premeditation, we are on the ground; not because the music has shaken us and we say: now let us worship the Lord.

      Let's always do the other one, it's going to lead us to true worship.

      But true worship on a personal level, on a collective level, is when we confront the presence, the power, the glory, the magnificence, the fear and the holiness of God and in spite of ourselves, we find ourselves on the ground. Because without having to be told anything, we know that this is our true place, because there is nothing lower than that. If there was a lower place, we were going to go down into it.

      Say: Amen!

      But even when we thank the Lord, you hear, we still thank the Lord for the miracles. But my greatest miracle was that moment that lasted about fifty minutes, where, without noticing the passing of time, people worshipped God.

      So, in our own lives, in our inner lives, may such moments happen. We were told that prostitutes, they pick up, they eat, they lick their mouths and they forget; Let's not be like that. What does a prostitute do? She gathers, she eats, she wipes her mouth and it's over.

      To receive a gift again and to let oneself be touched by the love of God or by the love of man, so that even tears or sighs can rise to God. The relational element in it is becoming more and more extinguished, it is the functional element within: what am I going to buy with ten thousand francs? Money, what am I going to buy? Meat.

      Like David, Hiram came to build a house for David. It touched David so much. When you hear David praying after this event, David is saying to God, "Oh Lord, I thank you; He doesn't even say, "For the house," he says, "Because You have made me ruler, you have made me ruler, and You are going to establish Your people Israel."

      He sees the permanent nature of the house compared to the nomadic tents to which Israel has been accustomed. He sees the fact that a house is being built as a prophecy that from now on, Israel will remain stable.

      It's not every gift that's just to provide for your needs, most gifts are messages. How will you know if you now have the heart of prostitutes? 20,000 F: half bag of rice, half meat, tomatoes. How long will it last?

      If that's what's behind 20,000, really 20,000 is cheap, because it's not going to build a relationship with man, a relationship with God, or faith in God, or the assurance of being cared for by the one who takes care of the birds. It doesn't introduce anything; it doesn't touch anything.

      Let some of the very gifts that God gives us even move us to worship.

      Who has understood it? Are we going to change? Change. Because if we don't change, whether it's ten million, whether it's a hundred million, we're going to become jaded like the people of the world. Everything we possess only shows the possibility of what we do not yet possess.

      
        
        
        Thank the Lord for that one hour, during the mini-convention, where, faced with the miracles that God is working in Senegal, the brothers worshipped their God.

      

      

      

      
        
        But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us-see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:7

      

      

      Strive to excel also in this grace of giving.

      Excel, too, put your all to excel in the grace of giving to God.

      What is your leader aware that you have excelled in?

      Excellence means: un-paralleled performance.

      Here is a church that already had five domains; A single church already had five areas of excellence, and they were being invited to a sixth area of excellence. Just as you excel in everything, in your faith in God, in all that there is of ministry by word, prophecy, tongue, in your speech. Just as you excel in knowledge, in zeal, in your love and in your attachment to your leader, so be sure that you also excel in giving to God.

      A church that doesn't have an area of excellence, a life that doesn't have an area of excellence is a bland life, it's a grey life, you don't have colour, because no colour is obvious about you. You only wear small, little colours, a little bit of yellow, a little bit of brown, a little bit of green, a little bit of, a little bit of, you don't have a colour, you're not even multi-coloured, because no colour is obvious enough for us to see, so, that's why I say you're grey. That's why I wore my grey sweater, because I was thinking that if I'm talking about grey, and you don't know what grey looks like, I'm going to show you the sweater that I wore. This colour is called grey, ash-grey.

      A grey life, a bland life, a flat life, without salt, without sugar, without acid. You are just there: adding to the numbers. Even in food, even if God were to eat us, even if we were all to be there and we were to be God's food, maybe you don't even have a taste, you're just the mass that's going to go through the digestive system and come out as excrement; You are not going to enter the body, nor even please the palate, the tongue of the one who eats you, you are just the mass of nothingness. As you went into the mouth, that's how you're going to come out the other side. You're indigestible, you have no taste, you're just the mass for the system.
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        I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 2 Cor 8:8-9

      

      

      He was telling them how the Macedonians had excelled in the area of giving, and he told them that: of course, I know that you already have five other areas or several other areas where you excel, but in this business of "giving to God", you are behind the Macedonians. Since you love excellence, I am not trying to raise money among you, but I am giving you the opportunity to learn from others what they have been able to do, what can be done.

      Learn excellence from others.

      Learn excellence from others.

      What others did should not drive us to jealousy, it should push us to excellence.

      What others have done, the testimonies of others did not owe us to jealousy, to introspection, but to excellence, to excellence.

      How many areas of excellence do you have in your life?

      Don't say that, "Ah, I have no excellence," the Corinthians were carnal, there was a lot of immorality in their churches, but there were areas of excellence. It is not humility to say: I don't have an area of excellence. It is humility to say: "I already excel in this, I will try in this year to build, to increase one or two other areas of excellence.

      The Corinthians already had five areas of excellence, and the apostle encouraged them to a sixth area of excellence.

      If you already have excellence in prayer, increase, begin to grow in fasting, begin to grow also in character, begin to grow also in humility, begin to grow also in vision.

      There are so many areas of excellence.

      The second thing I wanted to draw the attention of the brothers here is: open your eyes and see the excellence of others

      Paul was saying to the Corinthians, "Hey, you Corinthians, see the excellence of the churches in the province of Macedonia.  See what God has done among them.

      See the excellence that God has produced in others.

      Let me tell you a little secret: As a leader now, I'm no longer going to praise someone for what they've done that they want me to see as a leader. If I see that what others are doing around him doesn't bring him joy, why does he want me to see what he's doing and be happy with him?

      If he knew that you see what others are doing and you're happy to praise them, why doesn't he?  I'm not even saying it to praise others, I'm saying it so that we see what others are doing and rejoice in it. But it's as if when you're African, someone tells you: do everything to cover what others are doing, do everything to project what you're doing – abomination!

      Project what you do, mask as much as possible what others are doing. Never acknowledge that it is because of this person that I have learned this, or, I learnt this from this person, is moral plagiarism. Moral plagiarism is something we learn from others, we don't even recognize it, because we don't want to give credit to others. If you don't want to give credit to others, why do we have to notice your own?

      If the accomplishments of others do not bring you joy, you are an unrighteous man. If you tend to hide the good that others have done, to point out their mistakes and to project your contribution and what you have done, truly you are a bad man, you are a bad guy, you are not a good man. A good man loves the good. Say: Amen!

      When he sees the good, whether it is what he himself has done, or what he sees others doing, he will love the good. A good man loves the good.

      Everyone repeats:

      
        
        
        A good man loves good.

        A good man loves the good.

      

      

      

      To diminish in the reports what others have done in order to capitalize, reinforce fonts, and bold what you have done, you are a man of evil, you are an iniquitous man, you are an influence peddler. To minimize what others have contributed, to exaggerate what you have brought, you are a bad man. Paul was saying to the Corinthians, "The Macedonians have exceled, we must learn from them." Say: Amen. "The Macedonians have exceled," says it out loud and intelligibly.

      Most of the people I know are not good people, especially among the leaders.

      We take what others do for granted. We take it for granted so much that it even becomes invisible, it becomes unrecognizable, we ignore it so much and we bear witness to what we ourselves have done, until even the sky closes its ears.

      Two weeks ago, I said to you: you talk about your sorrows that, who doesn't have their share of pain? Today I'm going to say: you tell of your great things, why haven't you seen what others have done?

      What was Paul telling the Corinthians? The Macedonians have done well;

      Therefore:

      
        
          	
        We need to cultivate areas of excellence.
      

      	
        We need to grow in excellence, that is to say, to add. Even if we already have some areas of excellence, we can add, we can grow in excellence by adding areas of excellence.
      

      	
        We need to notice, to note, to rejoice in the excellence of others.
      

      

      

      An excellent man admires the excellence of others.

      A good man loves the good, even in others.

      One of the things that I really look for in leadership, at certain levels of leadership in our ministry, is good men, men of whom you can say: this is a good man. He doesn't hide people who aren't in his good graces, to expose the little things that people who are in his favour do, and he does not trample on the many things that people who haven't found favour in his eyes do.

      We really have very few good men.

      One of the things I admire a lot about David in 2 Samuel 1, is when he sings the praises and he makes the panegyric about Saul and Jonathan. Someone who made thirty-seven attempts to kill him, and there he is celebrating the fact that all the people in Israel owe the fact that they live quietly in their homes, they owe that to Saul who brought stability to the nation. The harm Saul did to him as an individual did not blind him from seeing the good Saul did to the entire nation. If it were us, we'd say: what is a man who God has abandoned doing here?

      But he himself, in 2 Samuel, brings out the fact that Saul and Jonathan were men of great charm, people whom people love thoroughly, people to whom people gave their lives.

      He celebrates what Saul and Jonathan had. To sing even the good of him who sought to kill you thirty-seven times; He was a good man.

      
        
        2 Sam 1:17-27

        17 David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan, 18 and ordered that the men of Judah be taught this lament of the bow (it is written in the Book of Jashar):

        19 "Your glory, O Israel, lies slain on your heights.

        How the mighty have fallen!

        20 "Tell it not in Gath,

        proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon,

        lest the daughters of the Philistines be glad,

        lest the daughters of the uncircumcised rejoice.

        21 "O mountains of Gilboa,

        may you have neither dew nor rain,

        nor fields that yield offerings [of grain].

        For there the shield of the mighty was defiled,

        the shield of Saul — no longer rubbed with oil.

        22 From the blood of the slain,

        from the flesh of the mighty,

        the bow of Jonathan did not turn back,

        the sword of Saul did not return unsatisfied.

        23 "Saul and Jonathan —

        in life they were loved and gracious,

        and in death they were not parted.

        They were swifter than eagles,

        they were stronger than lions.

        24 "O daughters of Israel,

        weep for Saul,

        who clothed you in scarlet and finery,

        who adorned your garments with ornaments of gold.

        25 "How the mighty have fallen in battle!

        Jonathan lies slain on your heights.

        26 I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother;

        you were very dear to me.

        Your love for me was wonderful,

        more wonderful than that of women.

        27 "How the mighty have fallen!

        The weapons of war have perished!" NIV

      

      

      Mourn the one who gave you a good life. Mourn the one who gave you a good life, who stabilized this nation, who made it possible for you to have a good life.

      Did anyone else sing about Saul's military prowess as much as David did?

      Isn't David a good man?

      Someone who sought to kill you thirty-seven times, who made you flee from your home so that you became a fugitive in the wilderness? For thirteen years, he pursued you with the sword, and this is what you say when he dies?

      And you even command that this be taught; you don't trample on all his good works because of the pain he has caused you. He is a good man.

      And many of us are not good men or women. As soon as someone has caused us pain, we use that pain to package everything the person is and everything the person has done. You don't even see the excellence of others.

      This year, add the areas of excellence. Grow in excellence. That's what it's all about in relation to the night of the vision.

      The vision is communities, churches, individuals who excel and continue to grow in areas of excellence. Hallelujah!

      What are you already good at, and which area are you going to add?

      It is said there: that 'Akamba' add the realm of giving to God. Akamba add, whatever you have already done, add: giving to God.

      Among the areas of excellence this year, please add giving to God.

      But it wasn't just on giving to God that I wanted to preach.

      If we are going to achieve our vision, we must cultivate excellence and grow in areas of excellence. Excellence is one of our tools for the accomplishment of the goal.
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