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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

 

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

 

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

 

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Hebrews 11:12, "Out of one man, God called forth a people; out of faith, He built a nation. In Abraham's journey, the promise of eternity was sown."
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Foreword
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Throughout history, God has called ordinary individuals to achieve extraordinary purposes. Abraham's story is more than just an ancient tale; it's a key part of a divine mission that still impacts history and faith today. In this book, Dr. Andrew C S Koh draws us into the life and journey of a man who answered God’s call with unwavering obedience, faith, and perseverance.  

This book goes beyond just examining a biblical figure; it provides a deep and spiritually enriching look at how one man's faithfulness led to a lasting covenant. Koh deftly intertwines scriptural insights with pastoral wisdom, breathing life into Abraham’s story for contemporary readers. We learn that the call to leave the familiar, trust, and believe in God’s promises is still relevant today, just as it was in Abraham’s time.  

What resonates throughout these pages is the unmistakable clarity of purpose combined with a genuine warmth of guidance. This book offers inspiration and guidance for new believers seeking to understand their faith and for experienced disciples looking for new insights. Every mission starts with a moment of surrender, and each step taken in faith creates a legacy.  

Koh invites us not only to admire Abraham’s faith but to live it out ourselves. As you read, may you feel compelled to attune your ears to God’s call, and may your heart be ignited to embark on your own journey from man to mission.

Pastor Peter Ku

5/5/2025
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Preface
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Experience the life of Abraham like never before in From Man to Mission. This easy-to-read commentary, daily devotion, and Bible study guide focuses on Genesis 12–25, exploring Abraham's faith journey and its relevance for us today. This book will convict, deepen, transform, mature, enrich, teach, and bless the reader’s life. Readers will encounter God and His Word as they read, reread, study, explore, and meditate on this book.

From Man to Mission is an ideal gift for anyone seeking truth or wanting to study the book of Genesis. Explore this book to experience the transformative faith of Abraham and encounter God through His Word.

Reading and reflecting on scripture helps readers grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). God will reward those who seek Him with faith. (Hebrews 11:6)

“Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness,” 2 Timothy 3:16.

I wish to thank Pastor Peter Ku, Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia, Rev. Ng Wah Lok, and Pastor Joshua Tan for their support and encouragement. 

Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith.

Dr Andrew C S Koh

5/5/2025
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Testimonials
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This is a beautiful devotional with lovely prayers at the end of each chapter. Koh does an excellent job of explaining the verses and giving some practical applications for how we can use them in our lives today. Jennifer Surdam. 

This is an opportunity for the student to walk with God through the daily reading of His Word. I cannot encourage you more to consider joining Koh in this journey, PAR.

A great study guide and a great time to reflect on where my life is heading. I recommend this book, Kevin Booker.

Koh works very hard to make the gospels and individuals come to life in a down-to-earth and entertaining way that is very refreshing, Rowan E Creech.

This book shows the awesome power of God. The author lines up scripture with his works. Come study the route Abraham takes in his life. You won’t be disappointed, Tiffany Townsends.

A great Bible study on the life and faith journey of Abraham the father of faith.  It is easy to read and understand and is good study material for all ages. Beautiful prayers accompany each chapter. A great faith builder and a well-written book for daily use, J Sharmani.

Interesting view and summary of Abraham's life, Malgozata Bernas.
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Introduction 
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The Hebrew word for Genesis is bereshit, which means “beginning.” Genesis is the book of beginnings, the beginning of the universe, the beginning of creation, the beginning of humanity, the beginning of life, the beginning of sin, the beginning of death, the beginning of the nation of Israel, and so on. There are many firsts in Genesis: the first human being, the first marriage, the first sin, the first murder, and so on. When you read the book of Genesis, watch out for all the firsts. The genre of Genesis is historical narrative.

Outline of Genesis

Section 1: Genesis 1–11, primeval history

The author traced the genealogy from Adam, the first human, to Abraham. 

Section 2: Genesis 12–50, patriarchal history

The author traced the genealogy from Abraham to Joseph. In Genesis 12–25, the author traced the historical narrative of the life and faith journey of Abraham, beginning with God’s calling him out of Mesopotamia and ending with Abraham’s death. 

Author, date, recipients

Biblical scholarship and tradition recognize Moses as the author of the Pentateuch, which comprises Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. He composed these foundational texts to guide and instruct the Israelites during their period of wandering in the wilderness.
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Chapter 1

Genesis 12: Calling of Abram
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Abraham was Abram before God changed his name to Abraham in Genesis 17:5. God appeared to Abram and called him to leave his home, relatives, country, and everything, to an unknown destination and an unknown future. This was a tall order, and it must have come as a shock to Abram. But God promised to bless him and the whole world through him.

Genesis 17:5, Your name will no more be called Abram, but your name will be Abraham; for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 

Verses 1–3, 1 Now Yahweh said to Abram, “Leave your country, and your relatives, and your father’s house, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who treats you with contempt. All the families of the earth will be blessed through you.”

Reflection

God called Abram to leave his dwelling place in Ur of the Chaldees, his relatives, and his father, to go to an undisclosed destination, not knowing what his future would be. The Hebrew word for God is the tetragrammaton YHWH, or Yahweh, represented by the capitalized ‘LORD.’ Yahweh is the covenantal name of God. 

God gave Abram six promises: to make him into a great nation, bless him, make his name famous, bless those who blessed him, curse those who cursed him, and bless the whole world universally through him. 

Verses 4–5, 4 So, Abram went, as Yahweh had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they went to go into the land of Canaan. They entered into the land of Canaan.

Reflection

Abram did not fully obey the LORD. Abram left Ur of the Chaldees with his father, Terah, his wife, Sarai, and his nephew, Lot, Acts 7:4. Ur of the Chaldees was ancient Mesopotamia, and present-day Iraq. 

Abram did not go to Canaan immediately. After leaving Ur of the Chaldees, he settled down in Haran instead of proceeding all the way to Canaan. Haran, in present-day Turkey, is northwest of Ur and is only halfway to Canaan. 

After the death of his father Terah, Abram left Haran with his wife, Sarai and nephew, Lot, and traveled southwest to Shechem in Canaan. (Acts 7:4) Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. Ancient Canaan is present-day Israel. 

Acts 7:4, Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. From there, when his father was dead, God moved him into this land, where you are now living.

Verses 6–8, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time, Canaanites were in the land. 7 Yahweh appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your offspring.” He built an altar there to Yahweh, who had appeared to him. 8 He left from there to go to the mountain on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to Yahweh and called on Yahweh’s name. 

Reflection

Abram passed through to Shechem in the land of Canaan. The LORD appeared to him a second time and promised to give the land of Canaan to him and his descendants. Abram built an altar to the LORD and prayed to Him at Shechem. 

He pitched his tent on a mountain between Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. Abram was an idol worshiper before God called him. Now he built an altar to Yahweh and worshiped the one true God. Abram was a nomad, pitching his tent as he went from place to place. 

Verses 9–13, 9 Abram traveled, still going on toward the South. 10 There was a famine in the land. Abram went down into Egypt to live as a foreigner there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11 When he had come near to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman to look at. 12 It will happen that when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ They will kill me, but they will save you alive. 13 Please say that you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that my soul may live because of you.”

Reflection

As Abram continued to travel south, the LORD tested him by bringing on a famine. Instead of trusting the LORD to provide for him in the famine, he went down to Egypt. Sarai was very beautiful, and Abram was afraid the Egyptians would kill him. He pleaded with Sarai to lie to Pharaoh by telling him that she was his sister. Abram, the father of faith, failed the test of faith! He ran away from Canaan because of a famine and connived with his wife to tell a lie! 

Verses 14–16, 14 When Abram had come into Egypt, Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15 The princes of Pharaoh saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 He dealt well with Abram for her sake. He had sheep, cattle, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 

Reflection

When Abram entered Egypt, Pharaoh was struck by Sarai’s beauty and took her into his harem. He treated Abram well because he thought Sarai was Abram’s sister. Pharaoh gave Abram sheep, cattle, donkeys, servants, and camels. 

Verses 17–20, 17 Yahweh afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this that you have done to me? Why didn’t you tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Now, therefore, see your wife, take her, and go your way.” 20 Pharaoh commanded men concerning him, and they escorted him away with his wife and all that he had.

Reflection

The LORD struck Pharaoh and his household with plagues because he was trying to get close to Sarai. When Pharaoh discovered that Sarai was Abram’s wife, he summoned Abram and pleaded with him to leave Egypt immediately with all his possessions. 

Application

The post-flood people wanted to make their names great by their own effort, but the LORD displaced them into obscurity and confused their language. 
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