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​Chapter 1: Introduction to Geopolitics
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Geopolitics, at its core, is the study of how geography influences power, politics, and international relations. It is both a method of analysis and a tool of statecraft. From the strategic importance of chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz to the ideological framing of global conflicts, geopolitics shapes how states perceive threats, opportunities, and their place in the world.

​Classical vs. Critical Geopolitics

CLASSICAL GEOPOLITICS emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, focusing on the physical and strategic attributes of territory. Thinkers like Halford Mackinder and Alfred Mahan emphasized land and sea power as determinants of global dominance. However, this deterministic view was later challenged by a more nuanced school: critical geopolitics.

Critical geopolitics, developed in the 1990s by scholars like Gearóid Ó Tuathail, argues that geopolitical knowledge is not neutral. Instead, it is socially constructed through discourse, media, and elite narratives. It deconstructs how maps, speeches, and even films shape public understanding of global politics.

​Four Facets of Critical Geopolitics


	
Formal Geopolitics
 This refers to academic and strategic writings by scholars, military strategists, and policymakers. It includes theories and doctrines that guide foreign policy, such as containment or deterrence.

	
Practical Geopolitics
 These are the actual policies and decisions made by states—how leaders interpret geopolitical realities and act upon them. For example, NATO’s expansion or China’s Belt and Road Initiative are expressions of practical geopolitics.

	
Popular Geopolitics
 Geopolitical ideas are also shaped by popular culture—films, news media, video games, and literature. Hollywood’s portrayal of Russia or the Middle East, for instance, influences public perception and legitimizes certain foreign policies.

	
Structural Geopolitics
 This dimension examines the underlying global structures—economic systems, technological networks, and institutional arrangements—that shape geopolitical behavior. It moves beyond state-centric analysis to include corporations, NGOs, and transnational actors.
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