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I LET OUT A WHISTLE as I look around my surroundings. This plane screams luxury. There are two sofas, a bed, a massive TV, and a full bar. I look down at my ratty t-shirt and jeans and beat-up suitcase. If this scene was a game of Which One Doesn’t Belong, I would be the painfully obvious answer.

Lucy, the pretty blond flight attendant, gives me a dazzling smile that belongs in a whitening strips commercial. “What would you like to drink, Miss Hu?”

Ignoring the protests of my inner goody-two-shoes, I answer with as much confidence as I can muster, “May I have a Singapore Sling?” I’m two years away from turning 21, but how can I stand in front of a full bar on a private jet and not make use of it?
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