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​Introduction
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Baseball.  The great American game.  America’s National Past Time.  It’s the only game where there is no time limit.  It has been played for ages, during WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, and the current day’s conflicts.  Knowing the history of the game makes it easy to carry on a conversation with all generations.  It’s a family game that everyone can enjoy, whether playing it in the backyard with friends or at a family BBQ or taking in a Major League or Minor League game or even a local high school, college, or local amateur team.  Anyone can play but you don’t need to have played to enjoy the game.  Yogi Berra once said, “Baseball is ninety percent mental, the other half is physical.”  The uniqueness of many of the Ballparks makes it different from any other sport.  It’s a game of strategy whether as a pitcher, batter, baserunner, or manager.  The best thing about baseball is it is generally played during the warm months of Spring, Summer, and early Fall.

My love of baseball began at an early age.  My Dad took me to my Twins first game when I was 4 or 5 years old at the old Metropolitan Stadium.  I remember we went with one of his good friends, Orville Hoeg, and his son Robert.  I got lost coming back from the concession stand, but “Bobby” must have been looking out for me and grabbed me and got me back to our seats.  Then there was the Twins making the World Series in 1965 and how big a deal that was.  For my 7th birthday, my Dad took me to the Twins game with a few of my friends.  That day the Twins hit five home runs in one inning, a record that still stands.  There have been many games attended since then with family and friends.  The greatest thrill was attending the 1987 ALCS and World Series, the year the Twins won their first World Series Championship.

Steve Fulton
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​Brief history of the New York Yankees
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The team was founded in 1903 when Frank Farrell and Bill Devery purchased the franchise rights to the defunct Baltimore Orioles (no relation to the current team of the same name) after it ceased operations and used them to establish the New York Highlanders. The Highlanders were officially renamed the New York Yankees in 1913.

The team is owned by Yankee Global Enterprises, a limited liability company that is controlled by the family of the late George Steinbrenner, who purchased the team in 1973. Brian Cashman is the team's general manager, and Aaron Boone is the team's field manager. The team's home games were played at the original Yankee Stadium in the Bronx from 1923 to 1973 and from 1976 to 2008. In 1974 and 1975, the Yankees shared Shea Stadium with the Mets, in addition to the New York Jets and the New York Giants. In 2009, they moved into a new ballpark of the same name that was constructed adjacent to the previous facility, which was closed and demolished. The team is perennially among the leaders in MLB attendance.

Arguably the most successful professional sports team in the United States, the Yankees have won 19 American League East Division titles, 40 American League pennants, and 27 World Series championships, all of which are MLB records. The team has won more titles than any other franchise in the four major North American sports leagues, after briefly trailing the NHL's Montreal Canadiens in the 1990s. The Yankees have had 44 players and 11 managers inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame, including Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Mantle, Yogi Berra, Whitey Ford, Mariano Rivera, and Derek Jeter, with Rivera and Jeter having the two highest vote percentages of all Hall of Fame members. According to Forbes, the Yankees are the second-highest valued sports franchise in both the United States and the world, with an estimated value in 2022 of approximately $6 billion. The team has garnered enormous popularity and a dedicated fan base, as well as widespread enmity from fans of other MLB teams. The team's rivalry with the Boston Red Sox is one of the most well-known rivalries in North American sports.
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Pre-World War II
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Background: 1901–1902 Baltimore Orioles

At the end of the 1900 baseball season, the Western League was positioned by its president, Ban Johnson, as a new major league that would compete with the established National League (NL). The league was reorganized and renamed the American League (AL), and eight cities fielded teams in the 1901 season. A Baltimore team played in the NL through the 1899 season, after which the club was shut down by the league. Baltimore was one of three former NL cities where the AL placed teams to reach underserved fans. The new Orioles' first manager was John McGraw, who had held the same position for the previous Baltimore team in 1899; McGraw also held an ownership stake.

In 1901, their first season, the Orioles had a 68–65 win–loss record and finished in fifth place in the AL. During the season, there were numerous disputes between Johnson and McGraw over disciplinary issues, which continued into the following year. Rumors began to spread that Johnson was interested in relocating the team to New York City, to compete directly with the NL. McGraw left the Orioles and joined the New York Giants as their manager; he transferred his interest in the Baltimore team to the Giants as part of the deal. Several Orioles—including Roger Bresnahan and Joe McGinnity—joined the Giants after McGraw's departure, and the Giants gained most of the Orioles' stock. The league managed to take back control of the team from the Giants; after the Orioles forfeited a game because they lacked enough active players, Johnson ordered that the team be "restocked with players essentially given away by the other teams in order to play out the schedule", according to author Marty Appel. The Orioles finished last in the league both in the standings and in attendance.

The AL and NL signed an agreement after the 1902 season that ended the leagues' battles for players, which had led to increasing salaries. Johnson sought the right to locate an AL team in New York City, which was granted as part of the leagues' peace agreement. His intention was for the team to play in Manhattan, but the idea was opposed by Giants owner John T. Brush and former owner Andrew Freedman, who were connected to the city's Tammany Hall political organization. They blocked several potential stadium locations, before a pair of Tammany Hall politicians, Frank J. Farrell and William Stephen Devery, purchased the New York franchise in the AL. The pair paid US $18,000 for the team. It is not clear whether Farrell and Devery purchased the remains of the Orioles and moved them to New York, or if they received an expansion franchise. It was the last change in the lineup of MLB teams for half a century.

| Page

1903–1912: Early years

The ballpark for the New York team was constructed between 165th and 168th Streets, on Broadway in Manhattan. Formally known as American League Park, it was nicknamed Hilltop Park because of its relatively high elevation. The team did not have an official nickname; it was often called the New York Americans in reference to the AL. Another common nickname for the club was the Highlanders, a play on the last name of the team's president, Joe Gordon, and the British military unit, the Gordon Highlanders. The team acquired players such as outfielder Willie Keeler and pitcher Jack Chesbro. The player-manager was Clark Griffith, obtained from the Chicago White Sox. On April 22, 1903, the Highlanders began their season with a 3–1 loss to the Washington Senators; eight days later, they won their first game in Hilltop Park, defeating the Senators 6–2. New York fell out of contention for the AL pennant in May, falling to seventh place after playing games away from Hilltop Park for a 24-day period while construction on the stadium concluded. With a final record of 72–62 after wins in 19 of 29 games played in September, New York finished in fourth.

[image: A black-and-white photograph of a baseball player sliding into a base]

New York plays a game at Hilltop Park in 1912.

Chesbro won 41 games in New York's 1904 season, still an AL record. New York contended for the AL pennant with the Boston Americans (later nicknamed the Red Sox); Johnson aided New York by helping the team acquire multiple players in trades, including Boston's Patsy Dougherty. Boston and New York faced each other in a season-ending five-game series that decided the pennant winner and was played from October 7–10. Boston won two of the first three games, which meant that New York needed to win the two contests scheduled on October 10 to win the AL title. With the score of the first game tied 2–2 in the ninth inning, Chesbro threw a wild pitch that allowed a runner on third base to score, giving Boston a 3–2 victory that clinched the AL pennant; New York won the now-meaningless second game.

New York's performance declined in 1905, as numerous pitchers dealt with arm injuries and conditioning issues. After losing 18 of 25 games in May, the Highlanders ended the season in sixth. In its 1906 season, New York again contended for the AL championship. With 13 games left, the team held a one-game lead over the White Sox but finished in second place three games behind Chicago. According to Appel, "What would follow would be a string of mediocre to bad seasons and not a very good attraction for baseball-crazed New York fans." New York recorded a fifth-place finish in 1907, with 70 wins, 22 fewer than the league champion Detroit Tigers. The 1908 and 1909 teams finished last and fifth, respectively, and there were multiple managerial changes in the period.

New York had a second-place finish in 1910 but did not seriously contend for the pennant. Manager George Stallings and first baseman Hal Chase, the team captain, clashed towards the end of the season; facing opposition from Ban Johnson, who wanted him to resign as manager, Stallings left the position. Chase managed New York's last 14 games. The following season, New York had a sixth-place finish. Early in the season, New York allowed the Giants to play in Hilltop Park after the Giants' stadium, the Polo Grounds, burned down; the arrangement lasted until June 28, when the rebuilt Polo Grounds opened. Chase resigned as manager before New York's 1912 season; Harry Wolverton accepted the position. That year, New York had a last-place finish with a record of 50–102, the winning percentage of .329, the lowest-ever for the club.

After their first couple of seasons in New York City, team ownership infrequently invested in new players. The ownership group of Farrell and Devery spent their money on personal pursuits such as gambling, leaving them with little to put into the team. New York's star player, Chase, consorted frequently with gamblers. Author Jim Reisler dubbed him "the most crooked player to ever play the game" because of reports that he took part in game fixing. The club also had difficulty drawing fans to Hilltop Park. Appel wrote that "maybe the best thing you could say about the ballpark was that it never burned down." By the end of the 1912 season, Farrell was searching for a site to build a new stadium on.
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1913–1920: New ownership and acquisition of Babe Ruth

New York started playing home games at the Polo Grounds in 1913 as tenants of the Giants. Before the 1913 season, the team gained an official nickname for the first time. Either "Yankees" or "Yanks" had been used frequently since 1904 in newspapers such as the New York Evening Journal, since "Highlanders" was hard to fit in headlines. Such unofficial nicknames were common during that era, but thereafter the official name took hold—the New York Yankees.

A third major league, the Federal League (FL), began play in 1914 and lasted for two years. While the Yankees did not have to contend with direct competition for fans, as the FL chose to place its New York City franchise in Brooklyn instead of Manhattan, the team nearly lost leading pitcher Ray Caldwell to the rival league after the 1914 season. With the Yankees finishing seventh in 1913 and sixth in 1914, Farrell and Devery sold the team to brewery magnate Jacob Ruppert and former United States Army engineer Tillinghast L'Hommedieu Huston. The Yankees had rarely been profitable over the previous 10 years and carried debts of $20,000. The sale was completed on January 11, 1915, as the pair paid a combined $460,000. Ruppert called the team "an orphan ball club, without a home of its own, without players of outstanding ability, without prestige." The new owners intended to spend freely to improve the club's talent level and made a major purchase in 1915, buying pitcher Bob Shawkey from the Philadelphia Athletics. Despite this, the Yankees' 69 wins were only enough for fifth in the league. After wearing different designs during the Highlanders years, in 1915 the Yankees introduced white uniforms with pinstripes and an interlocking "NY" logo during games at the Polo Grounds; this remains their home uniform design today. For road games, the team began to wear gray uniforms with "New York" across the chest from 1913; the Yankees still wear similar garb.

Following the acquisition of third baseman Frank "Home Run" Baker from the Athletics, the 1916 Yankees had 80 wins and contended for the AL pennant for most of the season, before suffering a run of injuries to key players, including Baker. In the Yankees' 1917 season, New York finished in sixth; Bill Donovan, the club's manager since 1915, was fired in the offseason. Ruppert replaced him with Miller Huggins, completing the hire while Huston was overseas fighting in World War I. The Yankees contended for first place in the war-shortened 1918 campaign along with the Red Sox and Cleveland Indians, but lost numerous players to military service and were fourth at 60–63. After the season, the Yankees acquired three players—including outfielder Duffy Lewis and pitcher Ernie Shore—in a trade with the Red Sox, the winners of the 1918 World Series. In 1919, the club made another trade with Boston, acquiring pitcher Carl Mays for two players and $40,000. The midseason deal provoked a dispute between the teams and Ban Johnson, who unsuccessfully attempted to block it. Mays had a 9–3 pitching record as a Yankee, and the team improved to 80–59 for the season; the mark was good for third in the AL.

The 1919 season was the first in which the Yankees played games at the Polo Grounds on Sundays; until then, blue laws had banned Sunday baseball in New York state. The Yankees' attendance more than doubled in 1919, rising to about 619,000. The Giants soon moved to force the Yankees out of the Polo Grounds, to secure more Sunday home games. On December 26, 1919, the Yankees made an agreement with the Red Sox to purchase outfielder Babe Ruth for $25,000 cash and $75,000 in promissory notes. The deal, which was announced on January 5, 1920, was called "the most famous transaction in sports" by author Glenn Stout. After tying for the MLB home run lead in 1918 with the Athletics' Tilly Walker (with 11), Ruth broke the single season record with 29 in 1919. At the same time, he sought a new contract that would double his $10,000 yearly salary. After the trade, Boston did not win another World Series championship until 2004; an alleged jinx against the Red Sox, which was known as the Curse of the Bambino (after a nickname for Ruth), was first brought up when they lost the 1986 World Series and became widely discussed after Dan Shaughnessy authored a book with the title. The deal became a symbol of "how things [would] always go wrong for the Red Sox and right for the Yankees", according to Stout.

With Ruth in the lineup, the Yankees' fortunes were transformed. Playing on four World Series champion teams, Ruth hit 659 home runs and scored 1,959 runs with the Yankees; both marks are team records as of 2021. He is second in club history with 1,978 runs batted in and accumulated 2,518 hits as a Yankee, third on the team's all-time list. As well as prowess on the field, Ruth had a larger-than-life personality, bringing him and his team a huge amount of press and public attention. The addition of Ruth helped the Yankees increase their attendance to 1,289,422 for the 1920 season; it was the first time that any MLB team drew more than one million fans in a year. His skills and charm appealed to large segments of the New York City population; Stout wrote that "He belonged to everyone." New York was the AL attendance leader for 13 of Ruth's 15 seasons with the team; the Yankees became solidly profitable as well, making over $370,000 in 1920 and remaining in the black for the rest of the decade.

In 1920, Ruth hit 54 home runs for a new record; his total was higher than that of all other MLB teams but the Philadelphia Phillies. New York had 95 wins, the most in team history to that point, but fell three wins short of the AL championship and finished third. In an August 16 game against the Indians, a pitch from Mays hit Indians shortstop Ray Chapman in the head, leading to his death; the Yankees slumped after the incident as Cleveland captured the pennant. After the season, the Yankees hired general manager Ed Barrow from the Red Sox. Barrow made numerous trades with his former club, including one immediately after his departure that brought catcher Wally Schang and pitcher Waite Hoyt to New York. The Yankees also became involved in another dispute with Ban Johnson, this time over the replacement of baseball's existing governing body, the National Commission, after reports came out that the 1919 World Series had been fixed. The Yankees and 10 other franchises—including the entire NL—supported the idea of a three-man committee drawn from outside baseball running MLB, and for a time a move by the Yankees to the NL was rumored; ultimately, Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis was named MLB's first commissioner.

1921–1928: First World Series win and Murderers' Row

The 1921 season began a 44-year period in which the Yankees were, according to author Richard Worth, "The greatest sustained winning 'empire' in sports". Ruth surpassed his own record by hitting 59 home runs. He also led MLB in on-base percentage with a .512 mark for the season. The Yankees won the AL pennant for the first time, winning 98 games in the regular season; the total gave them the league championship by a margin of 4+1⁄2 games over Cleveland. In the best-of-nine 1921 World Series, they faced the Giants and won the first two games, but their opponents claimed the Series title when they won five of the next six games. Ruth suffered an arm infection, which limited his playing time in the later part of the Series. He and Bob Meusel participated in exhibition games during the offseason, in violation of MLB rules forbidding players on pennant-winning teams from barnstorming after the World Series. Season-long suspensions were considered a possibility, but Landis decided to suspend the pair for six weeks. Despite the setback, New York had 94 wins and repeated as AL champions. The St. Louis Browns were the closest pursuers, finishing one game behind New York. In the World Series, the Yankees again faced the Giants in an all-New York matchup; the Series changed to a best-of-seven format that year. The Giants defeated the Yankees in five games, including one that ended in a tie when it was suspended because of darkness.

By 1923, the teams no longer shared the Polo Grounds, as Giants owner Charles Stoneham had attempted to evict the Yankees in 1920. Although the attempt was unsuccessful, and Stoneham and the Yankees' owners agreed to a two-year lease renewal, the Giants decided against giving the Yankees an extension after 1922. The treatment pushed the Yankees into seeking their own stadium. In 1921, the team bought a plot of land in the Bronx, and the construction crew finished the new ballpark before the 1923 season. Yankee Stadium, a triple-deck facility, was originally designed to hold more than 55,000 spectators; it was later able to hold over 70,000. Writer Peter Carino called the stadium "a larger and more impressive facility than anything yet built to house a baseball team." At Yankee Stadium's inaugural game on April 18, 1923, Ruth hit the first home run in the stadium, which sportswriter Fred Lieb named "the House That Ruth Built" as the Yankees would not have needed such a large stadium without the Ruth-driven attendance. Ruth himself had a resurgence after receiving vocal criticism for his 1922 World Series performance. He shared the MLB lead with Cy Williams by hitting 41 home runs in the 1923 season and had a career-best .393 batting average; his performance earned him the AL Most Valuable Player (MVP) Award. The Yankees finished first for the third consecutive year and faced the Giants again in the 1923 World Series. Giants’ outfielder Casey Stengel hit game-winning home runs in two of the first three games of the World Series, but Ruth's three home runs helped the Yankees win in six games for their first MLB title. Off the field, Ruppert purchased Huston's share of the Yankees for $1.25 million, assuming full ownership of the club.

The Yankees did not return to the World Series in either of the following two seasons. By 1925, New York had fallen to seventh place. That year marked the team's last losing season until 1965; the 39-year streak of winning seasons is an MLB record. Lou Gehrig became the starting first baseman in 1925, earning a spot in the lineup he would not relinquish for almost 15 years, a then-record consecutive games played streak. The Yankees made more talent upgrades before their 1926 season, which included the signing of infielder Tony Lazzeri, who spent over a decade with the club. New York's performance on the field surpassed preseason expectations, and a 16-game winning streak in May gave the team a substantial lead. With a three-game final margin over the Indians, the Yankees won the pennant and a spot in the 1926 World Series against the St. Louis Cardinals. After the Yankees took a 3–2 series lead, the Cardinals won the final two games in Yankee Stadium to claim the Series title. Ruth hit three home runs in the fourth game but made the final out of the Series on a failed stolen base attempt.

The Yankees' lineup in the 1927 season, which featured Ruth, Gehrig, Lazzeri, Meusel, Mark Koenig, and Earle Combs, was known as Murderers' Row for its power hitting. The team led in the standings throughout. The Yankees took first place in early May, and by the end of June had posted a 49–20 record, giving them a large lead in the AL standings; by mid-September, they had clinched the pennant. The 1927 Yankees had a 110–44 record in the regular season and broke the AL record for wins in a year. Ruth's total of 60 home runs set a single-season home run record that stood for 34 years. Gehrig added 47 home runs and his 175 RBI topped the AL; he won the first of his two AL MVP Awards. The Yankees completed the season by sweeping the Pittsburgh Pirates in the 1927 World Series. The 1927 Yankees squad is included among the great teams in baseball history.

To begin the 1928 season, the Yankees went on a 34–8 run and took a sizable lead. The Athletics chased them for the AL pennant towards the end of the season, but New York won the title again and faced the Cardinals in the 1928 World Series, sweeping them in four games. Coming off a 54-home run regular season, Ruth had three more and a .625 batting average in the Series, while Gehrig batted .545 with four home runs. With the Yankees' run of three straight league pennants and two World Series titles came criticism from fans of other teams, who decried the team's dominance. Calls to "Break up the Yankees!" were made, and critics hoped that the team would sell Gehrig to separate him from Ruth; Ruppert declined to do so.

1929–1935: Hiring of Joe McCarthy and Ruth's called shot

The Yankees' run of pennants was broken up by a rising Philadelphia Athletics team, which denied the Yankees a fourth straight AL championship in 1929. The team's manager, Huggins, died on September 25. After Art Fletcher managed for the rest of the year, Shawkey took the position for the 1930 season, in which the Yankees had a third-place finish. The Yankees fired Fletcher and hired Joe McCarthy; in his first season as manager, the team won 94 games but finished second behind the Athletics. McCarthy's team was undergoing a transition from Murderers' Row; new contributors included Bill Dickey, who had first played for the Yankees in 1928, and pitchers Red Ruffing and Lefty Gomez. Ruffing, who had a 39–96 record with the Red Sox before being traded to New York, ended up 231–124 in his Yankees career.

In 1932, McCarthy's Yankees returned to the top of the AL with 107 wins, enough for a 13-game margin over the Athletics. The Yankees met the Chicago Cubs in the 1932 World Series and swept them four games to none. Gehrig had three home runs, eight RBI, and a .529 batting average for the Series, while Ruth contributed a pair of home runs in the third game at Chicago's Wrigley Field. The second of Ruth's home runs was his "called shot"; after pointing towards the center field stands, according to some post-game press reports, Ruth homered to break a 4–4 tie in the fifth inning. Although accounts of the incident vary greatly, author Eric Enders called the home run "the most talked-about hit in baseball history".

The Yankees began cutting their payroll in 1933, as their finances were strained by the Great Depression. Regardless, the makeup of the team was minimally impacted in comparison to the Athletics, who were forced to sell key players to lower their expenses. From 1933 to 1935, the Yankees posted three consecutive second-place finishes. Ruth's performance declined from previous seasons in 1933 and 1934, his final years with the team. The Yankees released Ruth from his contract before the 1935 season, and Gehrig took a leadership role for the club; he was named New York's captain. New York was beginning to see results from an initiative to buy minor league teams to reduce the cost of obtaining players; after buying their first minor league club in 1929, the Yankees had a 15-team system by 1937. Players developed in the farm system entered the Yankee lineup beginning in the mid-1930s, and into the early 1960s this remained the team's primary player acquisition method. McCarthy worked to regulate player behavior in areas such as mental focus and off-field attire; the Yankees acquired a "corporate image" that they retained for many years.

1936–1941: Renewed domination

New York's 1936 season was Joe DiMaggio's first with the club. The young center fielder was signed in 1934 from the Pacific Coast League's San Francisco Seals, and made his debut with the Yankees in 1936, gaining an extra year's experience with the Seals. DiMaggio had a .323 batting average, 29 home runs, and 125 RBI in his rookie season. Gehrig won the AL MVP Award for his season, in which he hit a career-high 49 home runs, with a .354 batting average and 152 RBI. Behind these performances, the Yankees had a 102-win season and won the AL pennant, before defeating the Giants in the 1936 World Series, four games to two. After a second consecutive 102-win regular season and AL championship in the 1937 season, the Yankees again defeated the Giants in the Series—this time winning 4–1. The 1938 Yankees had 48 victories in 61 games during one stretch and won the team's third straight AL championship despite a drop in batting performance by Gehrig. In the 1938 World Series, the Yankees swept the Chicago Cubs in four games. Ruppert died early in 1939; before his death, he sold his ownership interest to Barrow, who took over as the Yankees' president. Financially, the club's position had improved from earlier in the decade; after posting a net loss of around $170,000 from 1931 to 1935, the team made over $1 million during the next four years.

The 1939 Yankees lost the services of Gehrig early in the season. After starting the year poorly, he was replaced by Babe Dahlgren, ending his streak of 2,130 consecutive games played; he was later diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, which forced him to retire. Despite the loss of Gehrig, New York fielded a team that posted 106 victories in 1939, 17 more than the second-place team. DiMaggio was named MVP of the league; he led the AL in batting average (.381) and was second in RBI (126). Ruffing led the Yankees' pitchers with 20 wins. In the 1939 World Series, the Yankees swept the Cincinnati Reds in four games for the club's fourth consecutive Series championship. Writers have given the 1936–39 Yankees acclaim for their success in regular season and World Series play; Stout wrote that the 1939 squad was "magnificent", and that their campaign was "wholly without drama" besides Gehrig's departure from the lineup. In response to the Yankees' dominance, after the 1939 season the AL temporarily barred most transactions between the last pennant winner and other league teams to prevent New York from improving its roster. The Yankees' run of championships ended in 1940; the team had 18 more losses than in the previous season and finished third, two games behind the Tigers.

DiMaggio recorded base hits in 56 consecutive games for the Yankees during the 1941 season, breaking the MLB record of 44 games that had been set by Willie Keeler in 1897. His hitting streak began on May 15 and lasted until July 17, when DiMaggio failed to record a hit during a game against the Indians at Cleveland Stadium. After winning the AL pennant, the Yankees met the Brooklyn Dodgers in the 1941 World Series, prevailing in five games. In Game 4, the Yankees trailed 4–3 in the ninth inning and were on the verge of defeat when Tommy Henrich struck out; Dodgers catcher Mickey Owen was unable to field the pitch, allowing Henrich to reach base. That began a four-run game-winning rally, and New York won the championship in Game 5 the following day.
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1942–1947: Pre-Stengel era

The attack on Pearl Harbor occurred during the offseason, and some baseball players immediately joined the Armed Forces. Most of the Yankees' roster remained with the team in 1942, and the club repeated as AL champions despite Gomez's departure. In the 1942 World Series, the Cardinals gave the Yankees their first Series loss since 1926, after winning in eight consecutive appearances. DiMaggio and other Yankees entered the military before the 1943 season, but the club won the AL championship for the 14th time and 7th since 1936. The Cardinals met the Yankees in a World Series rematch, and New York won four games to one.

After 1943, more of the team's players were drafted into military, and the Yankees ended 1944 in third place, one position higher than they finished the following season. A group consisting of Larry MacPhail, Dan Topping, and Del Webb bought the Yankees, their stadium, and the franchise's minor league teams for $2.8 million in 1945. Under the new ownership, Yankee Stadium underwent extensive renovations that included the installation of lights. With the war over and the return of players from overseas, the Yankees set an MLB single-season home attendance record by attracting 2,265,512 fans in 1946. McCarthy resigned as manager early in the season. The Yankees used two other managers during the year (Bill Dickey and Johnny Neun) and ended 1946 in third place. Catcher Yogi Berra made his Yankees debut that year; in his 18-season career, Berra won the AL MVP Award three times. Bucky Harris was brought in to be the manager, and his 1947 team won the AL pennant and defeated the Dodgers in a seven-game World Series. After the end of the Series, MacPhail sold his share of Yankees ownership to Topping and Webb for $2 million.

1948–1956: Stengel hire and five straight World Series wins

Despite contending late into the season, the 1948 Yankees finished in third place. Harris was released and the Yankees brought in Casey Stengel to manage. At the time, Stengel had "a reputation as a bit of a clown", according to Appel, and had been unsuccessful in two previous MLB managing stints. As the Yankees' manager, he optimized matchups by using a platoon system, playing more left-handed batters against right-handed pitchers. Numerous injuries affected the team during the 1949 season, but it battled with the Red Sox for the AL pennant; before a season-ending two-game series at Yankee Stadium, New York trailed Boston by one game and needed a pair of wins. By scores of 5–4 and 5–3, the Yankees won the two games and the league championship. New York won a World Series rematch with the Dodgers in five games. Stengel was named AL Manager of the Year in his first season. The Yankees faced another competitive pennant race in 1950, as the Tigers joined New York and Boston at the top of the AL. Late in the season, the Yankees broke a tie with the Tigers for first place and went on to win the pennant. In the 1950 World Series, the Yankees swept the Phillies; the second game was decided by a DiMaggio home run in the tenth inning. Following the season, Yankee Phil Rizzuto was named AL MVP after recording 200 base hits during the regular season. 

Fan interest in attending games had begun declining throughout MLB in the late-1940s, and the Yankees faced a drop-off in their crowds after 1947, when they sold about 2.2 million tickets. By 1957, season attendance was down by over 700,000. New York baseball fans had the option of watching games on television instead by the early 1950s. The Yankees joined the other New York City franchises in allowing game telecasts. This was a departure from the team's strategy when radio broadcasts were introduced. Regular season games of the Yankees were not broadcast until 1939, as management believed that fewer fans would attend games if they could listen on radios.

DiMaggio played his final MLB season in 1951, while highly touted outfielder Mickey Mantle made his debut for New York. Pitcher Allie Reynolds threw two no-hitters during 1951, as the Yankees claimed the AL pennant for the third straight year. They then won the 1951 World Series against the Giants, four games to two. When their 1952 team took the AL pennant, the Yankees had an opportunity to match the four straight World Series championships won by the team from 1936 to 1939. In another Yankees–Dodgers matchup, New York fell behind three games to two, but victories in games six and seven gave the Yankees the title. New York and Brooklyn were matched again in the 1953 World Series, and a Billy Martin base hit that decided the sixth and final game of the Series gave the Yankees another four games to two victory and a fifth title in a row. As of 2021, the 1949–1953 Yankees are the only MLB teams to win five straight World Series; no team since has won more than three in a row.

The Yankees won 103 games in 1954, the most yet for a Stengel-managed team, but the Indians took the pennant with a then-AL record 111 wins. One year later, the 1955 Yankees faced the Dodgers in the World Series.2002 After the teams split the first six games of the Series, the Yankees lost the seventh and final game 2–0, giving the Dodgers their first Series win. Elston Howard, the first African American player in Yankees history, made his debut in 1955. His arrival came eight years after MLB's color line had been broken, as the Yankees' management had sought to avoid integrating the club's roster. As teams such as the Dodgers added black players, the Yankees turned down numerous opportunities to acquire Negro league talent. Management feared alienating white fans and harbored stereotypes of African American players. Author Robert Cohen called these views "symbolic of the overall arrogance of Yankee ownership and management, as well as their prevailing racial attitudes."

In 1956, Mantle won the MVP award for a season in which he led the AL and MLB in batting average (.353), home runs (52), and RBIs (130), becoming the second Yankee (after Gehrig in 1934) to win a Triple Crown. The 1956 Yankees won the franchise's seventh AL championship under Stengel and advanced to a World Series rematch with the Dodgers. In Game 5, with the Series even at 2–2, Yankees pitcher Don Larsen threw a perfect game. In seven games, the Yankees won the Series.

1957–1964: Continued success

By 1957, the Yankees had won 15 of the last 21 AL pennants. The team's minor-league system had been reduced to 10 teams from a peak of 22, and its scouting system was acclaimed by Sports Illustrated's Roy Terrell as "the best in all baseball." Instead of signing many players for their organization, the Yankees concentrated on acquiring a smaller number of highly skilled players, according to head scout Paul Krichell. The club recruited players by selling them on the "fame, fortune and fat shares of a World Series pot" that came with making New York's roster.

The 1957 Yankees reached that year's World Series but lost in seven games to the Milwaukee Braves. Following the Series, the Giants and Dodgers left New York City for California, leaving the Yankees as New York's only MLB team. Despite their status as the sole New York City-based franchise, the Yankees' 1958 attendance decreased from previous seasons as the team could not attract bereft Giants and Dodgers fans. In the 1958 World Series, the Yankees had an opportunity to avenge their defeat to the Braves. The Yankees fell behind by losing three of the first four games but won the final three games of the Series to claim another championship. The Yankees were unable to defend their AL and World Series championships in 1959, as they ended up with a 79–75 record, their worst record since 1925, good for third place.

When Arnold Johnson (a friend of Topping and Yankees general manager George Weiss) became the owner of the Kansas City Athletics in 1955, his new team made many transactions with the Yankees. From 1956 to 1960, the Athletics traded many young players to the Yankees for cash and aging veterans. The trades strengthened the Yankees' roster but brought criticism from rival clubs. Before their 1960 season, the Yankees made one such trade with the Athletics in which they acquired outfielder Roger Maris. In his first Yankees season, Maris led the league in slugging percentage, RBIs, and extra base hits, finished second with 39 home runs, and won the AL MVP Award. The 1960 Yankees won the AL pennant for the 10th time in 12 years under Stengel and outscored the Pirates 55–27 in the seven World Series games. However, the team lost four of them, falling short of a Series championship after Bill Mazeroski hit a walk-off home run in the final game, ending a contest that Appel called "one of the most memorable in baseball history." The season turned out to be Stengel's last as Yankees manager; he indicated that his age played a role in the team's decision, saying, "I'll never make the mistake of being seventy again."

Ralph Houk was chosen to replace Stengel. During the 1961 season, both Mantle and Maris chased Ruth's single-season home run record of 60, and the pair attracted much press attention as the year progressed. Ultimately, an infection forced Mantle to leave the lineup and bow out of the race in mid-September with 54 home runs. Maris continued, though, and on October 1, the final day of the season, he homered against Red Sox pitcher Tracy Stallard into the right field stands of Yankee Stadium, breaking the record with 61. Commissioner Ford Frick decreed those two separate records be kept, as the Yankees played a 154-game schedule in 1927 (beginning in 1961, AL teams played 162 games to accommodate the league's expansion to 10 teams). MLB did away with the dual records 30 years later, giving Maris sole possession of the single-season home run record before it was broken in 1998 by Mark McGwire. The Yankees won the pennant with 109 regular season wins, at the time the club's second-highest single-season total and defeated the Cincinnati Reds in five games to win the franchise's 19th World Series. The team hit 240 home runs to break the MLB single-season record. Maris won another AL MVP Award, while Whitey Ford captured the Cy Young Award, having posted a 25–4 record. The team gained a reputation as one of the strongest the Yankees had fielded, along with the 1927 and 1939 Yankees. New York returned to the World Series in 1962, facing the San Francisco Giants. After exchanging victories in the first six games of the Series, the Yankees won the decisive seventh game 1–0 to clinch the title.

The Yankees again reached the World Series in their 1963 campaign but were swept in four games by the Los Angeles Dodgers. Houk left the manager's position to become the team's general manager and the newly retired Berra was named manager. After dealing with player injuries and internal dissension, the Yankees rallied from third place late in the 1964 season and won the AL pennant by one game over the White Sox. It was their fifth straight World Series appearance and 14th in the past 16 years. The team faced the St. Louis Cardinals in a series that included a walk-off home run by Mantle to end the third game. Despite Mantle's game-winning hit, the Yankees were defeated by the Cardinals in seven games, and Berra was fired.

1965–1972: New ownership and decline

In 1964, CBS announced that it was purchasing 80 percent of the Yankees for $11.2 million. The television network bought the remaining 20 percent, originally retained by Topping and Webb, during the next two years. Topping left as team president after the sale; CBS executive Mike Burke replaced him. From 1962 to the sale, Topping and Webb had sharply curtailed the Yankees' investment in their minor league system, to show greater profits. As a result, the team lacked capable replacements for its aging players. Other factors affected the club's fortunes as well. The team had been slow in signing African American players even after Howard and lost the opportunity to sign future stars. As most American League clubs dragged their feet in integrating their rosters, the rapid decline of the Yankees' white stars left them on the same footing as the rest of the league. Also, the 1965 introduction of the MLB draft, which allowed the clubs with the worst records to have the first selections, meant that the Yankees could not outbid other teams for young talent. Their trade pipeline with the A's had dried up by 1960, as new A's owner Charlie Finley announced his intention to avoid trading with New York. Competition for the attention of local fans had been provided by the expansion New York Mets, founded in 1962. By 1964, the new club started a 12-year streak of outdrawing the Yankees; the Mets also won the 1969 World Series.

The Yankees had a record of 77–85 in 1965, and their sixth-place finish was their lowest since 1925. It was only their second finish in the second division since 1918. Johnny Keane, who was hired to succeed Berra as manager, was fired after the Yankees lost 16 of 20 games to start their 1966 season; Houk named himself as Keane's replacement. A last-place finish—their first since 1912—followed at season's end, and the Yankees ended up one position higher, ninth, the following season. Ford, Howard, Mantle, and Maris all retired or were traded to other clubs between 1966 and 1969. Attendance at Yankee Stadium fell to between 1 and 1.3 million fans per season from 1965 to 1971 and dropped below 1 million in 1972. One 1966 game had a crowd of 413 fans; television announcer Red Barber was fired by the Yankees after discussing the low attendance during his telecast.

After fifth-place finishes in 1968 and 1969 (the latter in the newly created six-team American League East division), the 1970 Yankees improved to second in the AL East with a 93–69 record, finishing behind the Baltimore Orioles. Catcher Thurman Munson played his first full season for the Yankees and won AL Rookie of the Year honors for 1970. New York had 11 more losses during their 1971 season than they had in 1970, but in 1972 they contended for the AL East title and a playoff berth. Late in the season, the Yankees were in a four-way tie for the most wins in the division, but a slump caused them to fall to fourth by the end of their campaign with a record of 79–76.

1973–1976: Steinbrenner takes over

Less than a decade into its ownership of the Yankees, CBS moved to sell the team in 1972. In eight years, the team posted an $11 million loss under CBS, losing money in all but two years. Along with the decrease in attendance, the Yankees' television revenues fell by more than 80 percent from their peak, and in 1973 were more than $1 million below what the Mets earned from their broadcasting agreement. A group of investors, led by Cleveland-based shipbuilder George Steinbrenner, purchased the club from CBS on January 3, 1973 for $10 million. Despite an initial promise that he would "stick to building ships" and remain in the background, Steinbrenner proved to be a hands-on owner, clashing with Burke and forcing him out of his leadership position. Describing the level of control displayed by the lead owner, investor John McMullen stated, "There is nothing in life quite so limited as being a limited partner of George Steinbrenner."

The 1973 Yankees held the AL East lead entering August but faded and ended the year fourth. The 1973 season was the team's last in Yankee Stadium before the building was renovated. The Yankees had become concerned about the drop in attendance and the poor conditions of the stadium's surroundings. For a time, New Jersey sought to attract sports teams to the Meadowlands Sports Complex, and New York City acted to prevent the Yankees from moving. The city paid $24 million to buy Yankee Stadium and the adjacent land, and in 1972 agreed to renovations. Work on the stadium finished in 1976, and the Yankees were required to play at the Mets' home field, Shea Stadium, in 1974 and 1975. During the first of those seasons, the team nearly won the AL East, finishing behind the Orioles in a race that was decided in the final games. The Yankees were helped by an early-season trade that brought first baseman Chris Chambliss to the team and improved to 89 wins from 1973's 80 victories.

After the 1974 season, star pitcher Catfish Hunter was declared a free agent because of a skipped insurance payment. The Yankees signed him to a $3.75 million, four-year contract. It was the beginning of a long-term franchise philosophy of using free agency to acquire talent; Stout writes that they "were the first team to comprehend what free agency meant", as it provided an advantage over lower-spending rivals and generated fan and media interest. Hunter had 23 wins during the Yankees' 1975 season, but the team did not contend for the playoffs after July. New York fired manager Bill Virdon in August and hired Billy Martin as his replacement. With Martin as the helm, the Yankees returned to the postseason in their first season in the renovated Yankee Stadium, winning the 1976 AL East title by a 10+1⁄2-game margin over the Orioles. Munson was named AL MVP, with a .302 batting average and a total of 105 RBIs that was second-best in the AL. The 1976 American League Championship Series (ALCS) between the Yankees and Kansas City Royals went to a deciding fifth game, which was won by New York on a walk-off home run by Chambliss. The Yankees did not win a game against the Cincinnati Reds in the 1976 World Series.
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1977–1981: "The Bronx Zoo" 

Free agency was introduced more fully from the 1976 offseason; outfielder Reggie Jackson, who had spent one season with the Orioles after being traded by the Athletics, was the most significant player available in that first offseason. Steinbrenner signed Jackson to a five-year, $2.96 million contract, giving the Yankees a key player, but one who had difficulty fitting in with the rest of the team. Martin had opposed Jackson's signing, and many players were angered by comments Jackson made that were critical of Munson. Jackson and Martin nearly came to blows in the Yankees' dugout during one game against the Red Sox, in which Martin removed Jackson for being slow to field a ball. The incident sparked media reports of disputes between Martin and Steinbrenner, and further conflict between Martin and Jackson. The Yankees of the late-1970s, noted for clubhouse conflict and on-field success, were later nicknamed "The Bronx Zoo", after a book of the same name by pitcher Sparky Lyle, and at the time, New York and the baseball world were agog at their antics. The 1977 Yankees won the AL East and defeated the Royals in the 1977 ALCS. Trailing 3–2 in the top of the ninth inning of the decisive fifth game, the Yankees scored three times to gain a berth in the World Series. Against the Dodgers, the Yankees prevailed in six games for their first Series championship since 1962. Jackson hit a record five home runs in the Series, including three in Game 6 on consecutive pitches, against three different Dodgers pitchers. Jackson gained his own candy bar and the nickname "Mr. October".

Before their 1978 season, the Yankees added relief pitcher Goose Gossage, even though their closer was reigning Cy Young Award winner Lyle. By the middle of July, the team was 14 games behind the Red Sox and infighting had begun again. After making comments to reporters criticizing both Jackson and Steinbrenner, Martin resigned, and Bob Lemon was hired as manager. The Yankees closed the gap that Boston had opened on them, and by the start of a four-game series at Fenway Park on September 7, the Red Sox' lead was down to four games. Over the course of the series, nicknamed "The Boston Massacre", the Yankees outscored the Red Sox 42–9, winning each game. The teams finished the regular season with identical records, and an AL East tie-breaker game was held on October 2. Losing 2–0 in the seventh inning, the Yankees took the lead on a three-run home run by shortstop Bucky Dent, and eventually won 5–4. After beating the Kansas City Royals for the third consecutive year in the ALCS, the Yankees faced the Dodgers again in the 1978 World Series. They lost the first two games on the road, but then returned to Yankee Stadium and won three consecutive games before clinching a Series championship in Game 6 in Los Angeles. Pitcher Ron Guidry was the Cy Young Award winner in 1978, having posted 25 wins against 3 losses with a 1.74 ERA, and 248 strikeouts. Eighteen of his strikeouts came in his June 17 appearance against the California Angels, which broke the franchise record.

On August 2, 1979, Munson was killed in a plane crash. Martin, who had returned as manager after Steinbrenner fired Lemon in June, said that with his death, "The whole bottom fell out of the team." The 1979 Yankees finished fourth with an 89–71 record. Steinbrenner fired Martin after the season and replaced him with Dick Howser, who led the Yankees to 103 wins and the AL East title in 1980. Jackson led the AL with 41 home runs and posted a .300 batting average for the Yankees, who finished three games ahead of the Orioles. Their stay in the postseason was brief, as the Royals beat them in three straight games to win the ALCS. Before their 1981 campaign, the Yankees signed Dave Winfield to a 10-year contract worth $23 million, a record at the time. The season was shortened by a strike, and the Yankees qualified for the playoffs by virtue of leading the AL East when the work stoppage began. They defeated the Milwaukee Brewers in a divisional playoff round in five games. and won the AL pennant with three straight wins over the Athletics in the ALCS. The Yankees won the first two games of the 1981 World Series against Los Angeles, but the Dodgers won the next four games and the championship.

1982–1995: Struggles and return to postseason

Following the team's loss to the Dodgers in the 1981 World Series, the Yankees had a 15-year absence from the World Series, the longest since the time before their initial appearance in 1921. As the 1980s progressed, the Yankees regularly spent heavily on free agents who were often aging and proved to be declining in performance. The atmosphere of turmoil around the club discouraged some players from signing contracts with New York; they either ignored the Yankees' offers or used them to get more money from other teams. Steinbrenner traded prospects for veterans; sportswriter Buster Olney called this "a practice that ultimately inflicted serious damage on the organization, leaving the team without the needed influx of young and cheap talent." With Steinbrenner at the helm, the team continued to change managers frequently; there were 21 managerial changes in his first two decades of ownership; Martin served five separate stints as New York's manager.

The 1982 and 1983 Yankees were fifth and third, respectively. Henry Fetter wrote of the following year's team, which had several aging players, "The 1984 Yanks had assembled an all-star lineup—but it was that of 1979." In what became a trend in future seasons, the Yankees lacked effective pitching, undoing the efforts of a top-tier offense that included players such as Winfield and first baseman Don Mattingly, one of the few star hitters produced by the farm system during the era. Mattingly led the AL in batting average in 1984—beating out Winfield for the league lead. The Yankees' 1985 season began with a batting lineup improved by an offseason trade for Rickey Henderson, the future MLB career stolen base and runs scored record holder. Mattingly was AL MVP in 1985, with 145 RBI and a personal-best 35 home runs, while Guidry won 22 games. The Yankees had 97 wins, two off the division leader Toronto Blue Jays. The 1986 side's win total fell to 92, but it was only enough for second place again behind Boston. Mattingly hit an MLB record six grand slam home runs in 1987 but dealt with back pain that limited his effectiveness in his remaining years. The Yankees fell to fourth, beginning a six-year streak of fourth or worse. The Yankees had the most wins of any MLB team during the 1980s but missed the playoffs eight times during the decade and did not win a World Series. Many New York baseball fans chose to support an exciting Mets team. From 1984 to 1992, a period that featured their 1986 World Series victory, the Mets' attendance topped that of the Yankees every year. Despite falling attendance, the Yankees' finances were not significantly harmed, as they had a 12-year television rights contract with the Madison Square Garden network that gave them a record $500 million and flexibility to increase their payroll if desired.

Winfield's tenure with the team ended when he was traded in May 1990. The 1990 team lost 95 games to finish at the bottom of the AL East, and its .414 winning percentage was the franchise's worst since 1913. The Yankees underwent a dramatic change in their front office that year, which Glenn Stout cites as a turning point for the club. Winfield had become a target of Steinbrenner in previous years. At one 1985 game, he criticized Winfield by calling him "Mr. May", that is, a player who only performed well early in the season. Steinbrenner also resented Winfield's salary as too high and was critical of a charitable foundation run by him. A gambler was paid by Steinbrenner "for damaging information" about Winfield, an incident that resulted in an indefinite ban from then-commissioner Fay Vincent in 1990; three years later, Steinbrenner was reinstated. Under new general manager Gene Michael, the Yankees allowed their minor league talent more time to improve their skills and more of a chance to play for the Yankees if they were good enough. Michael focused on on-base percentage in deciding which hitters to pursue and emphasized left-handed batters who might take advantage of Yankee Stadium's short right-field porch. The players developed by the team during its rebuilding years included outfielder Bernie Williams, a future AL batting average leader, and a group—Derek Jeter, Andy Pettitte, Jorge Posada, and Mariano Rivera—that became the centerpiece during the 1996–2000 period and was later nicknamed the "Core Four".

After a 71-win 1991 season, the Yankees replaced their incumbent manager, Stump Merrill, with Buck Showalter, who increased the playing time given to young players. While the 1992 Yankees were 20 games behind the AL East winner, offseason acquisitions—third baseman Wade Boggs, pitcher Jimmy Key, and outfielder Paul O'Neill—helped the 1993 team to an 88–74 record and New York's highest finish (second) in seven seasons. By 1994, the Yankees had progressed to the point where they led the AL with a 70–43 record going into the homestretch of the regular season. Their campaign was cut short by a players' strike, which resulted in the cancellation of the playoffs and 1994 World Series. Many media members believed that the Yankees might have reached the World Series if not for the strike. A year later, the team reached the playoffs and gave Mattingly his first career postseason appearance by winning the first AL wild card berth, but it was eliminated in a five-game Division Series (ALDS) against the Seattle Mariners.

1996–2001: Championship run

Mattingly did not return to the Yankees for their 1996 season, and the club replaced Showalter with Joe Torre. Although the managerial change met with a mixed reception by the press, Torre received praise for his handling of players as his managerial career progressed; Olney remarked that he was able to "defuse powder-keg issues and serve as a buffer between Steinbrenner and the players." Jeter won the AL Rookie of the Year Award in his first full season with the Yankees, and Pettitte with 21 wins was second in AL Cy Young Award voting and Rivera posted an 8–3 record and 2.09 ERA as the club won a division title. New York reached the 1996 World Series, where they lost the first two games at home to the Atlanta Braves by a combined score of 16–1. But New York won three straight contests in Atlanta, including a Game 4 in which they scored eight straight runs to rally from a 6–0 deficit. With a 3–2 win in Game 6, the Yankees won the World Series for the first time in 18 years. For 1997, the Yankees signed starting pitcher David Wells and allowed closer John Wetteland to leave in free agency, enabling Rivera to inherit the role. The 1997 Yankees earned a wild card playoff berth but lost three games to two against the Cleveland Indians in the ALDS.

In preparation for their 1998 season, the Yankees replaced general manager Bob Watson with Brian Cashman. The club made many player acquisitions, gaining the services of third baseman Scott Brosius, second baseman Chuck Knoblauch, and starting pitcher Orlando Hernández. The Yankees won 28 of their first 37 games—a stretch that concluded with a perfect game pitched by Wells—and by August were 76–27. The 1998 Yankees are considered by some writers to be among the greatest teams in baseball history, having compiled a then-AL record of 114 regular season wins against 48 losses. After playoff series wins over the Texas Rangers and Indians, New York defeated the San Diego Padres in four consecutive World Series games for their 24th Series title.

After the 1998 season, Wells was traded to the Toronto Blue Jays for Roger Clemens, who had just completed two consecutive Cy Young Award-winning seasons. In a regular season that included another perfect game by a Yankees pitcher, this one by David Cone, New York led the AL East with 98 wins and beat the Rangers in the ALDS. This led to an ALCS against the rival Red Sox. New York won the first two games en route to a 4–1 series win and went on to sweep the Braves in the 1999 World Series. The postseason results gave the 1998–99 Yankees a 22–3 playoff record, and the team held a 12-game winning streak in World Series competition dating back to 1996. Although the 2000 Yankees had an 87–74 regular season record that was the worst among playoff qualifiers and lost 15 of their last 18 games, the team won consecutive playoff series to claim the AL championship. New York's pennant placed them in the 2000 World Series against the cross-town Mets, the first Subway Series in 44 years. With four games to one victory, the Yankees gained their third successive title. As of 2020, the 2000 Yankees are the most recent MLB team to repeat as World Series champions and the Yankees of 1998–2000 are the last team to win three consecutive World Series.

Free agent pitcher Mike Mussina signed with the Yankees before their 2001 season began, and the club pulled away from the Red Sox as the year progressed to claim another divisional championship, as Clemens won 20 games. The September 11 attacks interrupted the season, and the resumption of baseball in New York became a symbol of how the city recovered from the destruction of the Twin Towers. After falling behind 2–0 in the ALDS against the Athletics, the Yankees won three straight contests to advance to the ALCS. They prevailed in five games against the Seattle Mariners, who had tied a single-season MLB record with 116 regular season wins, for the team's fourth straight AL pennant. The Arizona Diamondbacks gained a two-game lead in the 2001 World Series before the Yankees won three consecutive ballgames; New York home runs with two outs in the ninth inning of Games 4 and 5 led to extra inning wins in both games, with Game 4 ended by a Jeter home run. The Yankees' championship streak ended, though, as the Diamondbacks won the Series in seven games with a late rally in the final inning of Game 7.

2002–2008: Final years in old Yankee Stadium

After the 2001 season, several players from the late 1990s and early 2000s Yankees teams departed. New York won their fifth AL East title in a row in its 2002 campaign, but the Anaheim Angels defeated the Yankees in the ALDS. The Yankees' major acquisition in the offseason was leading Japanese hitter Hideki Matsui of the Yomiuri Giants. Another signing, that of Cuban pitcher José Contreras, led to complaints from Red Sox CEO Larry Lucchino, who dubbed his team's rivals "the Evil Empire". Tensions between the rivals increased in the coming seasons, and writers called the rivalry one of the most intense and well known in North American professional sports. By 2003, New York's overall payroll had reached almost $153 million, more than the Padres, Brewers, Royals, and Tampa Bay Devil Rays combined. Criticism of the Yankees' spending such as Lucchino's was frequently raised; during a 15-year stretch from 1999 to 2013, they had the biggest MLB player payroll every year.

Jeter became the Yankees' captain in their 2003 season. The team faced the Red Sox in the ALCS. The series came down to a seventh game, and the Yankees fell behind before three eighth inning runs forced a 5–5 tie and extra innings. Aaron Boone, a third baseman acquired by New York in a mid-season trade, hit a walk-off home run in the 11th inning to give New York the pennant. The Yankees were then defeated by the Florida Marlins in the World Series, four games to two. The Yankees added power hitting to their lineup in the offseason, signing free agent Gary Sheffield and trading for shortstop Alex Rodriguez, who became a third baseman with New York. Three of the starting pitchers from the previous season—Clemens, Pettitte, and Wells—left the team before the season. Despite the losses, the 2004 Yankees managed to top the AL East with 101 wins and defeat the Twins three games to one in the ALDS. The victory set up an ALCS rematch with the Red Sox. The Yankees took a 3–0 series lead before losing four consecutive games, becoming the first team in MLB history to lose a best-of-seven series after winning the first three games.

The 2005 season featured an AL MVP performance by Rodriguez, who hit a league-leading 48 home runs with 130 RBIs and a .321 batting average. The Yankees beat the Red Sox for the division title because they won 10 of their 19 contests against Boston; both teams had 95–67 records. The Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim defeated the Yankees in five games in the first round of the postseason. The 2006 Yankees kept at the same level, as they won the AL East for the ninth straight year but were eliminated in the ALDS by the Detroit Tigers three games to one.

Rodriguez again won the AL MVP award in 2007, as his 54 home runs and 156 RBIs topped the AL; he scored 143 runs, the highest single-season number by a player since 1985. After starting the year 21–29, the Yankees rallied to win the AL's wild card berth; it was the first time in 10 seasons that they did not win the AL East. New York's season ended in the first round of the playoffs; the Indians won the opening two games of the ALDS and finished the series in four games. Manager Torre did not re-sign after the season, and Joe Girardi took his place. Rodriguez, who used an opt-out clause in his contract to become a free agent, stayed with the Yankees by signing for $275 million over 10 seasons, an MLB record. The 2008 season was the Yankees' last in which they played at the original Yankee Stadium. The club had sought a new stadium to increase revenues, following the example set by other MLB teams. It was also the first in which Hal and Hank Steinbrenner ran the team as general partners; though George Steinbrenner was still the principal owner on paper, he yielded operational responsibilities during the 2007 offseason. Yankee Stadium was the site of the 2008 All-Star Game, but for the first time in 14 years did not host playoff action. New York ended the year third in the AL East and failed to qualify for the postseason.

2009–2016: New stadium and record 27th championship

The new Yankee Stadium, which cost a record $1.5 billion, was constructed near the old facility. As built, it had a capacity of approximately 52,000, with 52 luxury suites. Monument Park, which holds plaques and monuments honoring former Yankees personnel, was built beyond the center field fence; its collection was transplanted from the old stadium. For the 2009 season, the team committed over $400 million in future salaries to three free agents: pitchers CC Sabathia and A. J. Burnett, and first baseman Mark Teixeira. New York won 90 of its last 134 games and broke the franchise single-season record by hitting 244 home runs. Another club record was broken by Jeter, who passed Gehrig as the Yankees' all-time hits leader on September 11. New York posted 103 wins in 2009 and beat out the Red Sox for the division title by eight games. In the AL playoffs, the Yankees defeated the Twins in the ALDS and the Angels in the ALCS, advancing to the World Series. There, they faced the defending Series champions, the Philadelphia Phillies. Behind a six-RBI effort by Matsui in the sixth and final game, the Yankees defeated the Phillies to win their record 27th Series championship.

George Steinbrenner died in July 2010. The Yankees won the league's wild card berth, but their title defense was ended by the Texas Rangers in the ALCS. Multiple Yankees players set individual marks in 2011. Jeter joined the 3,000 hit club on July 9; he was the first player to do so while playing for the club. Later in the season, Rivera posted the 602nd save of his career, breaking the record that had been held by Trevor Hoffman. The Yankees won the AL East but lost in the ALDS to the Tigers. Rivera suffered a season-ending injury to his right knee in May 2012 while catching fly balls before a game against the Royals. Even without their longtime closer, the 2012 Yankees gained a 10-game lead by mid-July and held off the Orioles to win the division title by a final margin of two games. After defeating the Orioles in a five-game ALDS, the Yankees were swept by the Tigers in the ALCS.

During Game 1 of the 2012 ALCS, Jeter broke his right ankle while attempting to field a ball. He was one of many Yankees to miss playing time during the club's 2013 campaign; 20 players were placed on the disabled list at least once. The team had an opportunity to win a wild-card playoff spot but faded late in the season. It was only the second time since 1995 that New York did not qualify for postseason play. In the offseason, second baseman Robinson Canó departed New York for the Mariners in free agency, but the Yankees signed starting pitcher Masahiro Tanaka, who was coming off a 24–0 year with Japan's Tohoku Rakuten Golden Eagles, to a seven-year contract. Rodriguez was suspended for the 2014 season by MLB for using performance-enhancing drugs. The 2014 Yankees, the last with Jeter in their lineup, fell four games short of a postseason berth with an 84–78 record. Despite signing several new hitters prior to the season, the team finished third from last in the AL in runs scored. The offense improved in 2015, ending the regular season with the second-most runs in MLB. New York gained a wild card berth with a second place finish, but was defeated by the Houston Astros in a one-game playoff. The Yankees traded several veteran players during their 2016 season and received Gleyber Torres, among others, in return. In August 2016, Rodriguez was released from his contract. The club had 84 wins but missed the playoffs for the third time in four years. As the Yankees' on-field performance declined after 2009, their attendance and television ratings fell; revenue from ticket and luxury suite sales at Yankee Stadium decreased by more than 40 percent from 2009 to 2016.

2017–present: Rise of the "Baby Bombers" 

The 2017 Yankees featured a group of young players who became known as the "Baby Bombers". Among them were outfielder Aaron Judge, catcher Gary Sánchez, starting pitcher Luis Severino, and first baseman Greg Bird. Judge hit a league-leading 52 home runs, the most ever by a rookie; he was the AL MVP runner-up and won AL Rookie of the Year honors. The infusion of talent led to both renewed fan interest and improved play. New York earned a postseason berth and reached the ALDS by beating the Twins in the AL wild card game. The Indians gained a two-game lead in the ALDS, but the Yankees won three consecutive times to advance to the ALCS. Against the Astros, the Yankees lost in seven games. After 10 years as the team's manager, Girardi was replaced by Boone. New York acquired outfielder Giancarlo Stanton, the 2017 NL MVP, in an offseason trade with the Marlins. Stanton had 38 of the 267 home runs hit by the Yankees in 2018, as the club set an MLB single-season record. They again qualified for the playoffs and made it to the ALDS, where they faced the Red Sox. The Yankees were defeated three games to one by their rivals, falling short of a return to the ALCS.

In 2019, the Yankees won 103 games and the AL East championship. The team hit 306 home runs, surpassing the previous season's record and finishing second in MLB behind the Twins, their opponents in the ALDS. After sweeping Minnesota, New York had another ALCS matchup with Houston. A walk-off home run by José Altuve in the sixth game gave the Astros their third playoff elimination of the Yankees in five years. The 2010s was the first calendar decade since the 1910s in which the Yankees did not win a pennant. Before the 2020 season, which was shortened to 60 games by the COVID-19 pandemic, the team sought to bolster its starting pitching by signing Gerrit Cole to a $324 million contract. The Yankees qualified for their fourth consecutive postseason but were defeated by the Tampa Bay Rays in the ALDS. The 2021 Yankees earned a wild card playoff berth with a 92-win season and made the franchise's 57th playoff appearance, losing the AL wild card game 6–2 to the Red Sox.

As of 2021, the Yankees' 27 World Series championships are 16 more than the number won by the St. Louis Cardinals, who have the second-most titles among MLB teams. New York's championship total is the highest of any franchise in a major North American professional sports league; the National Hockey League's Montreal Canadiens are second behind the Yankees with 24 Stanley Cup wins. The 40 pennants won by the Yankees places them 17 in front of the Cardinals for the most won by an MLB team. The Giants and Dodgers are the only other clubs with 20 or more pennants. The Baseball Hall of Fame has inducted over 40 players and managers who have worn Yankees pinstripes. Forbes magazine has labeled the Yankees the most valuable team in baseball every year since 1998; the franchise was worth an estimated $5 billion in 2020.
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Baseball Hall of Famers
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	Elected mainly for Yankee service

	Elected for service with other teams, as well as the Yankees

	



	Ed Barrow, General Manager, 1921–46

	Frank Baker, 3B, 1916–19, 1921–22

	



	Yogi Berra, C-LF, 1946–63; MGR, 1964, 1984–85

	Wade Boggs, 3B, 1993–97

	



	Jack Chesbro, P, 1903–09

	Roger Bresnahan, C, 1901–02

	



	Earle Combs, CF, 1924–35

	Frank Chance, 1B-MGR, 1913–14

	



	Bill Dickey, C, 1928–43, 1946; MGR, 1946

	Stan Coveleski, P, 1928

	



	Joe DiMaggio, CF, 1936–42, 1946–51

	Leo Durocher, MGR (2B-SS, 1925, 1928–29)

	



	Whitey Ford, P, 1950, 1953–67

	Clark Griffith, P-MGR, 1903–07

	



	Lou Gehrig, 1B, 1923–39

	Burleigh Grimes, P, 1934

	



	Lefty Gomez, P, 1930–42

	Bucky Harris, MGR, 1947–48

	



	Joe Gordon, 2B 1938-1943, 1946

	Rickey Henderson, LF, 1985–89

	



	Rich "Goose" Gossage, P, 1978–1983, 1989

	Catfish Hunter, P, 1975–79

	



	Waite Hoyt, P, 1921–30

	Reggie Jackson, RF, 1977–81

	



	Miller Huggins, MGR, 1918–29

	Joe Kelley, CF, 1902 (Baltimore)

	



	Willie Keeler, RF, 1903–09

	Bob Lemon, MGR, 1978–79, 1981–82

	



	Tony Lazzeri, 2B, 1926–37

	Joe McGinnity, P 1901–02 (Baltimore)

	



	Mickey Mantle, CF, 1951–68

	John McGraw, MGR (3B-MGR, 1901–02)

	



	Joe McCarthy, MGR, 1931–46

	Johnny Mize, 1B, 1949–53

	



	Herb Pennock, P, 1923–33

	Phil Niekro, P, 1984–85

	



	Mariano Rivera, P, 1995-2013

	Gaylord Perry, P, 1980

	



	Phil Rizzuto, SS, 1941–42, 1946–56

	Wilbert Robinson, C, 1901–02; MGR, 1902 (Baltimore)

	



	Red Ruffing, P, 1930–42, 1945–46

	Joe Sewell, 3B, 1931–33

	



	Babe Ruth, RF, 1920–34

	Enos Slaughter, LF, 1954–55, 1956–59

	



	Casey Stengel, MGR, 1949–60

	Dazzy Vance, P, 1915, 1918

	



	George Weiss, General Manager, 1947–60

	Paul Waner, RF, 1944–45

	



	Dave Winfield, LF-RF, 1981–88, 1990
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Major League Baseball awards
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	Most Valuable Player

	Cy Young




	1923 – Babe Ruth

	1958 – Bob Turley (MLB)




	1927 – Lou Gehrig

	1961 – Whitey Ford (MLB)




	1936 – Lou Gehrig

	1977 – Sparky Lyle (AL)




	1939 – Joe DiMaggio

	1978 – Ron Guidry (AL)




	1941 – Joe DiMaggio

	2001 – Roger Clemens (AL)




	1942 – Joe Gordon

	2023 – Gerrit Cole (AL)




	1943 – Spud Chandler

	Rookie of the Year




	1947 – Joe DiMaggio

	1951 – Gil McDougald




	1950 – Phil Rizzuto

	1954 – Bob Grim




	1951 – Yogi Berra

	1957 – Tony Kubek




	1954 – Yogi Berra

	1962 – Tom Tresh




	1955 – Yogi Berra

	1968 – Stan Bahnsen




	1956 – Mickey Mantle

	1970 – Thurman Munson




	1957 – Mickey Mantle

	1981 – Dave Righetti




	1960 – Roger Maris

	1996 – Derek Jeter




	1961 – Roger Maris

	2017 - Aaron Judge




	1962 – Mickey Mantle

	



	1963 – Elston Howard

	



	1976 – Thurman Munson

	



	1985 – Don Mattingly

	



	2005 – Alex Rodriguez

	



	2007 – Alex Rodriguez

	



	2022 – Aaron Judge
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Gold Glove Award Winners
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	Player

	Position

	Times Won

	Years




	Ron Guidry

	P

	5

	1982–86




	Bobby Shantz

	P

	4

	1957–60




	Mike Mussina

	P

	3

	2001, 2003, 2008




	Thurman Munson

	C

	3

	1973–75




	Elston Howard

	C

	2

	1963–64




	Don Mattingly

	1B

	9

	1985–89




	
	
	
	1991–94




	Joe Pepitone

	1B

	3

	1965–66, 1969




	Mark Teixeira

	1B

	3

	2009–10, 2012




	Chris Chambliss

	1B

	1

	1978




	Bobby Richardson

	2B

	5

	1961–65




	Robinson Cano

	2B

	2

	2010, 2012




	Wade Boggs

	3B

	2

	1994–95




	Graig Nettles

	3B

	2

	1977–78




	Scott Brosius

	3B

	1

	1999




	Derek Jeter

	SS

	5

	2004–06




	
	
	
	2009–10




	Bernie Williams

	OF

	4

	1997–2000




	Dave Winfield

	OF

	5

	1982–85, 1987




	Brett Gardner

	OF

	1

	2016




	Mickey Mantle

	OF

	1

	1962




	Roger Maris

	OF

	1

	1960




	Bobby Murcer

	OF

	1

	1972




	Norm Siebern

	OF

	1

	1958




	Tom Tresh

	OF

	1

	1965




	Jose Trevino

	C

	1

	2022




	DJ LeMahieu

	UTIL

	1

	2022




	Anthony Volpe

	SS

	1

	2023
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Silver Slugger Award Winners
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	Player

	Position

	Times Won

	Years




	Don Baylor

	DH

	2

	1983, 1985




	Reggie Jackson

	DH

	1

	1980




	Jorge Posada

	C

	5

	2000–03, 2007




	Mike Stanley

	C

	1

	1993




	Gary Sánchez

	C

	1

	2017




	Don Mattingly

	1B

	3

	1985–87




	Jason Giambi

	1B

	1

	2002




	Tino Martinez

	1B

	1

	1997




	Mark Teixeira

	1B

	1

	2009




	Robinson Canó

	2B

	5

	2006, 2010–13




	Willie Randolph

	2B

	1

	1980




	Alfonso Soriano

	2B

	1

	2002




	Alex Rodriguez

	3B

	3

	2005, 2007–2008




	Wade Boggs

	3B

	2

	1993–94




	Derek Jeter

	SS

	5

	2006–2009, 2012




	Dave Winfield

	OF

	4

	1981–82




	
	
	
	1984–85




	Gary Sheffield

	OF

	2

	2004–05




	Rickey Henderson

	OF

	1

	1985




	Bernie Williams

	OF

	1

	2002




	Curtis Granderson

	OF

	1

	2011




	Aaron Judge

	OF

	1

	2017, 2021-2022
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Retired Numbers
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	To date, the New York Yankees have retired more numbers than any other team and started the practice with Lou Gehrig's #4 in 1939.  Here's the complete list of retired numbers on the New York Yankees.


	


	
#
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	Player

	Date/Year Retired





	1

	Billy Martin

	August 10th, 1986




	2

	Derek Jeter

	May 14, 2017




	3

	Babe Ruth

	June 13th, 1948




	4

	Lou Gehrig

	July 4th, 1939




	5

	Joe DiMaggio

	April 18th, 1952




	6

	Joe Torre

	August 23, 2014




	7

	Mickey Mantle

	June 8th, 1969




	8

	Yogi Berra

	July 22nd, 1972




	8

	Bill Dickey

	July 22nd, 1972




	9

	Roger Maris

	July 22nd, 1984




	10

	Phil Rizzuto

	August 4th, 1985




	15

	Thurman Munson

	September 20th, 1980




	16

	Whitey Ford

	August 3rd, 1974




	20

	Jorge Posada

	August 22nd, 2015




	21

	Paul O'Neill

	August 21st, 2022




	23

	Don Mattingly

	August 31st, 1997




	32

	Elston Howard

	July 22nd, 1984




	37

	Casey Stengel

	August 8th, 1970




	42

	Mariano Rivera

	September 22, 2013




	44

	Reggie Jackson

	August 14th, 1993




	46

	Andy Pettitte

	August 23rd, 2015




	49

	Ron Guidry

	August 23rd, 2003




	51

	Bernie Williams

	May 24th, 2015
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Stadiums
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Hilltop Park {1903-1912}

Hilltop Park was the nickname of a baseball park that stood in the Washington Heights neighborhood of New York City. It was the home of the New York Yankees of Major League Baseball from 1903 to 1912, when they were known as the "Highlanders". It was also the temporary home of the New York Giants during a two-month period in 1911 while the Polo Grounds was being rebuilt after a fire. The ballpark's formal name, as painted on its exterior walls, was American League Park. Because the park was located on top of a ridge of Manhattan Island, it came to be known as Hilltop Park, and its team was most often called the New York Highlanders (as well as the Americans and the Yankees). This "Highland" connection contrasted with their intra-city rivals, the Giants, whose Polo Grounds was just a few blocks away, in the bottomland under Coogan's Bluff.

Hilltop Park sat on the block bounded by Broadway, 165th Street, Fort Washington Avenue, and 168th Street. The structure consisted of a covered grandstand stretching from first base to third base and uncovered bleacher sections down the right and left field lines. Originally built in just six weeks, the park sat 16,000, with standing room for an additional 10,000 or so. The bleachers were covered in 1911, and bleachers to seat an additional 5,000 fans were built in 1911 (partially to accommodate Giants fans, who were temporary tenants after the Polo Grounds fire) in center field. The field was initially huge by modern standards — 365 ft to left field, 542 ft to center field and 400 ft to right field. An inner fence was soon constructed to create more realistic action. Both the park and the nickname "Highlanders" were abandoned when the American Leaguers left, at the beginning of the 1913 season, to rent the Polo Grounds from the Giants. The Polo Grounds had a far larger seating capacity, and by that time was made of concrete due to the 1911 fire. Hilltop Park was demolished in 1914.
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The site where Hilltop Park once stood remained vacant until the land was purchased by Edward S. Harkness for the express purpose of building the world's first academic medical center. Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center opened in 1928 and is now called NewYork-Presbyterian / Columbia University Irving Medical Center. Some of the buildings visible in the background of ballpark photos still stand. They include a trio of six-story buildings at the northwest corner of Broadway and 168th (behind center field); and the Fort Washington Avenue Armory (behind left field), which was built in 1911. The site of the hearing-impaired institution to the southwest is now a parking lot for the Medical Center. Most of the other buildings visible in ballpark photos are gone, including the five-story Public School 169, behind right-center field. On September 30, 1993 a plaque was placed on the hospital grounds to mark the former location of home plate in Hilltop Park. The plaque was donated to the hospital by the New York Yankees to commemorate the exact location of where home plate rested in Hilltop Park. The plaque is bronze and is the same size and shape as a regulation home plate. 
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[image: The Ballparks: The Polo Grounds—This Great Game]The Polo Grounds {1913-1922}

The third Polo Grounds, built in 1890, was renovated after a fire in 1911 and became Polo Grounds IV, the one generally indicated when the Polo Grounds is referenced. It was in Coogan's Hollow and was noted for its distinctive bathtub shape, with very short distances to the left and right field walls and an unusually deep center field. The Polo Grounds was also the home field of the New York Yankees from 1913 through 1922. This version of the ballpark had its share of quirks. The "unofficial" distances (never marked on the wall) down the left and right field lines were 279 and 258 feet respectively, but there was a 21-foot overhang in left field, which often intercepted fly balls which would otherwise have been catchable and turned them into home runs. Contrasting with the short distances down the lines were the 450 distances in deepest left and right center (the gaps), with the base of the straightaway centerfield clubhouse standing 483 feet distant from home plate, up a 58-foot runway from the grandstand corners on either side of the clubhouse, which were themselves 425 feet from home plate. 

[image: Yankee Stadium (1923) | American Football Wiki | Fandom]Yankee Stadium {1923-2008}
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]The original Yankee Stadium was in the Bronx, New York City. It was the home ballpark of the New York Yankees, one of the city's Major League Baseball franchises, from 1923 to 2008, except for 1974-75 when the stadium was renovated. It hosted 6,581 Yankees regular season home games during its 85-year history. It was also the home of the New York Giants National Football League (NFL) team from 1956 through September 1973. The stadium's nickname, "The House That Ruth Built", is derived from Babe Ruth, the baseball superstar whose prime years coincided with the stadium's opening and the beginning of the Yankees' winning history. It has often been referred to as "The Cathedral of Baseball". The stadium was built from 1922 to 1923 for $2.4 million ($34.4 million in 2022 dollars). Its construction was paid for entirely by Yankees owner Jacob Ruppert, who was eager to have his own stadium after sharing the Polo Grounds with the New York Giants baseball team the previous ten years. Located only a half mile north of the upper Manhattan location of the Polo Grounds, Yankee Stadium opened for the 1923 season and was hailed at the time as a one-of-a-kind facility in the country. Over the course of its history, Yankee Stadium became one of the most famous venues in the United States, having hosted a variety of events and historic moments during its existence. While many of these moments were baseball-related—including World Series games, no-hitters, perfect games, and historic home runs—the stadium also hosted boxing matches, the 1958 NFL Championship Game (referred to as The Greatest Game Ever Played), college football, concerts, Jehovah's Witnesses conventions (see record attendance), and three Papal Masses. The stadium went through many alterations and playing surface configurations over the years. The condition of the facility worsened in the 1960s and 1970s, prompting its closure for renovation from October 1973 through 1975. The renovation significantly altered the appearance of the venue and reduced the distance of the outfield fences.

Yankee Stadium officially opened on Wednesday, April 18, 1923, with the Yankees' first home game, against the Boston Red Sox. According to the New York Evening Telegram, "everything smelled of ... fresh paint, fresh plaster and fresh grass". At 3 pm, the composer-conductor John Philip Sousa led the Seventh ("Silk-Stocking") Regiment Band in playing The Star-Spangled Banner. After a parade of the players and dignitaries, Babe Ruth was presented with a case containing a symbolically big bat. New York Governor Al Smith threw out the first pitch directly into the glove of catcher Wally Schang rather than the customary couple of feet wide. The Yankees went on to defeat Ruth's former team, the Boston Red Sox, by a score of 4–1, with Ruth hitting a three-run home run into the right-field stands. Asked later for his opinion of the stadium, he replied, "Some ball yard." Upon opening, Fred Lieb of the New York Evening Telegram dubbed it "The House That Ruth Built". The Yankees also won their first World Series during the Stadium's inaugural season. Future Yankee manager Casey Stengel hit the first post-season home run in stadium history while playing with the opposing New York Giants. The Stadium was the first facility in North America with three tiers, although the triple deck originally extended only to the left and right field corners. The concrete lower deck extended well into left field, with the obvious intention of extending the upper deck over it, which was accomplished during the 1926–27 off-season. As originally built, the stadium seated 58,000. For the stadium's first game, the announced attendance was 74,217 (with another 25,000 turned away); however, Yankees business manager Ed Barrow later admitted that the actual attendance was closer to 60,000. Regardless of what the figure was, it was undoubtedly more than the 42,000 fans who attended game five of the 1916 World Series at Braves Field, baseball's previous attendance record. However, during the 1920s and 1930s, the Yankees' popularity was such that crowds more than 80,000 were not uncommon. 

[image: A baseball field with a crowd watching
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The current Yankee Stadium is in the Bronx, New York City. It is the home field for Major League Baseball's New York Yankees and Major League Soccer's New York City FC. The $2.3 billion stadium, built with $1.2 billion in public subsidies, replaced the original Yankee Stadium in 2009 and is the third-largest stadium in MLB by seating capacity. It is located one block north of the original, on the 24-acre former site of Macombs Dam Park; the 8-acre site of the original stadium is now a public park called Heritage Field. The stadium incorporates replicas of some design elements from the original Yankee Stadium, and like its predecessor, it has hosted additional events, including college football games, soccer matches, two outdoor NHL games, and concerts. Although Yankee Stadium's construction began in August 2006, the project spanned many years and faced many controversies, including the high public cost and the loss of public parkland. The $1.5 billion price tag makes the new Yankee Stadium one of the most expensive stadiums ever built. The new stadium is meant to evoke elements of the original Yankee Stadium, both in its original 1923 state and its post-renovation state in 1976. The exterior resembles the original look of the 1923 Yankee Stadium. The interior, a modern ballpark with greater space and increased amenities, features a playing field that closely mimics the 1988–2008 dimensions of the old stadium. The current stadium features 4,300 club seats and 68 luxury suites.

[image: image]The field dimensions for the outfield fences have the same distance markers as the original facility prior to closing yet the dimensions are not identical. Due to the design of the right-field stands and the inclusion of an embedded manual scoreboard, the right-field wall is an average of 5 feet closer to home plate. Overall, the fences measure 318 feet to left field, 399 feet to left-center field, 408 feet to center field, 385 feet to right-center field, and 314 feet to right field. At the old Yankee Stadium, the right field wall curved from the right-field corner to straightaway center, while at the new ballpark the fence takes a sharp, almost entirely straight angle. This results in a difference at certain points between the right field markers of as much as 9 feet. The dimensions in left field are substantially the same despite the presence of an embedded auxiliary scoreboard there as well. All these differences make the current Yankee Stadium more batter-friendly than the original one. The outfield fences measure 8 feet 5 inches high from the left-field foul pole until the Yankees' bullpen, when the fences begin to gradually descend in height until the right field foul pole, where they are 8 feet tall. This also marks a decrease from the previous Yankee Stadium, where the outfield walls stood at a height of approximately 10 feet. The distance from home plate to the backstop is 52 feet 4 inches, a reduction of 20 feet from the previous facility. The field is made up of Kentucky bluegrass, the same surface as the previous stadium, which is grown on a 1,300-acre farm in Bridgeton, New Jersey. The grass is equipped with a drainage system (featuring over 14,000 feet of pipe) that makes the field playable an hour after taking 2 inches of rain.

Make sure you read our books ‘Every Diamond Does Sparkle...The Playoffs”’, and ‘Every Diamond Sparkles More “The World Series”’, available at www.stevesfootballbible.com.
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​1903 New York Highlanders season
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The New York Highlanders' 1903 season was the team's first. The team was founded as a replacement in the American League for the defunct Baltimore Orioles and was managed by Clark Griffith and played its home games at Hilltop Park (formally "American League Park"). The club was at first officially the "Greater New York" baseball club, in deference to the established New York Giants, which were based in the Polo Grounds. This was the first season for the franchise that would be later known as the now storied New York Yankees. They finished in 4th place in the AL with a record of 72–62.

The media dubbed the team as "Highlanders", due in part to playing at one of the highest points on Manhattan ("The Hilltop"), which was somewhat higher in altitude than the bulk of Manhattan and was considerably "uphill" from the Polo Grounds, the Giants' established home, which sat in the bottomland in Coogan's Hollow, a few blocks east and south of the Hilltop. "Highlanders" was also originally short for "Gordon's Highlanders", a play on the name of the team President during 1903–1906, Joseph Gordon, along with the noted British military unit called The Gordon Highlanders. The club was also derisively called "Invaders" in 1903, presumably by writers favorable to the Giants.

The New York press was creative with analogous nicknames for teams. In addition to "Highlanders", the team would soon acquire the alternate nickname "Yankees", the name that would soon become official and more famous among baseball fans in the coming decades. That word is a synonym for "American" in general, and short for American Leaguers or "Americans" in this case. Given the media's penchant for citing popular culture, that nickname was also possibly influenced by the then-current and hugely popular America-centric George M. Cohan Broadway play, "Little Johnny Jones", and its centerpiece song, "Yankee Doodle Dandy". New York writers had similarly coined both the established nickname Brooklyn "[Trolley] Dodgers" and the nickname "Superbas" that the denizens of Flatbush carried for a while. As with the Highlanders, the latter was based on something unrelated, namely a circus act called "Hanlon's Superbas"; the Dodgers were managed by Ned Hanlon at that time.




	1903 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Americans

	91

	47

	0.659

	
—
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	49–20

	42–27




	Philadelphia Athletics

	75

	60

	0.556

	14½

	44–21

	31–39




	Cleveland Naps

	77

	63

	0.550

	15

	49–25

	28–38




	New York Highlanders

	72

	62

	0.537

	17

	41–26

	31–36




	Detroit Tigers

	65

	71

	0.478

	25

	37–28

	28–43




	St. Louis Browns

	65

	74

	0.468

	26½

	38–32

	27–42




	Chicago White Stockings

	60

	77

	0.438

	30½

	41–28

	19–49




	Washington Senators

	43

	94

	0.314

	47½

	29–40

	14–54
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Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Jimmy Williams

	132

	502

	134

	.267

	3

	82




	Willie Keeler

	132

	512

	160

	.313

	0

	32




	John Ganzel

	129

	476

	132

	.277

	3

	71




	Wid Conroy

	126

	503

	137

	.272

	1

	45




	Lefty Davis

	104

	372

	88

	.237

	0

	25




	Herm McFarland

	103

	362

	88

	.243

	5

	45




	Kid Elberfeld

	90

	349

	100

	.287

	0

	45




	Monte Beville

	82

	258

	50

	.194

	0

	29




	Dave Fultz

	79

	295

	66

	.224

	0

	25




	Jack O'Connor

	64

	212

	43

	.203

	0

	12




	Ernie Courtney

	25

	79

	21

	.266

	1

	8




	Herman Long

	22

	80

	15

	.188

	0

	8




	Jack Zalusky

	7

	16

	5

	.313

	0

	1




	Pat McCauley

	6

	19

	1

	.053

	0

	1




	Paddy Greene

	4

	13

	4

	.308

	0

	0




	Tim Jordan

	2

	8

	1

	.125

	0

	0




	Fred Holmes

	1

	0

	0

	
——
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	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Jack Chesbro

	40

	324.2

	21

	15

	2.77

	147




	Jesse Tannehill

	32

	239.2

	15

	15

	3.27

	106




	Clark Griffith

	25

	213.0

	14

	11

	2.70

	69




	Barney Wolfe

	20

	148.1

	6

	9

	2.97

	48




	John Deering

	9

	60.0

	4

	3

	3.75

	14




	Snake Wiltse

	4

	25.0

	0

	3

	5.40

	6




	Eddie Quick

	1

	2.0

	0

	0

	9.00

	0




	Doc Adkins

	2

	7.0

	0

	0

	7.71

	0




	Harry Howell

	25

	155.2

	9

	6

	3.53

	62




	Ambrose Puttmann

	3

	19.0

	2

	0

	0.95

	8








1903 New York Highlanders Salaries




	Willie Keeler

	$10,000.00




	Jack Chesbro

	$5,000.00
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1904 New York Highlanders season
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The 1904 New York Highlanders season, finished with the team in second place in the American League with a record of 92–59. The team was managed by Clark Griffith and played home games at Hilltop Park.

Offseason


•  October 6, 1903: Jack O'Connor was traded by the Highlanders to the St. Louis Browns for John Anderson. 

•  January 5, 1904: Eddie Quick and Jack Zalusky were traded by the Highlanders to the Toledo Mud Hens for Red Kleinow. 



Regular season


	July 16 – New York Highlanders right-handed starter Jack Chesbro steals home plate in the bottom of the 10th inning, scoring a walk-off run while winning his own game against the Detroit Tigers, 9-8, at Hilltop Park. Chesbro, who entered the game in relief duties, led off the inning with a single, moved to third base on a pair of outs, then achieved this rare feat. Chesbro, a notorious spitballer, set a Major League pitching record with 41 wins in 1904.

	August 24 – New York Highlanders left fielder Willie Keeler collects two home runs against the visiting St. Louis Browns in a 9–1 win at Hilltop Park. Both drives are inside-the-park.

	October 8 – Jack Chesbro earned his 41st victory of the season as the New York Highlanders defeated the Boston Americans, 3–2. The 41 wins by a pitcher in a season are a modern record in Major League history. Previously, the future Hall of Famer won his 14th consecutive game on August 10 (a record at the time), pitched 30 consecutive complete games at a time, and would complete 48 of his 51 starts of the season.



Season summary

The Highlanders were in the thick of the American League pennant race throughout the season, leading by two games as late as September 20. This led to the New York Giants announcement that they would not play in the World Series, since they considered the Highlanders to be only a "minor league" team. On the final day of the season at Hilltop Park, New York pitcher Jack Chesbro threw a wild pitch in the ninth inning, giving the Boston Americans the win, and the 1904 AL pennant. Even though it was Boston who stole the pennant on the final day, the Giants stuck to their word and their refusal prevented the World Series from being played.




	1904 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Americans

	95

	59

	0.617

	
—
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	49–30

	46–29




	New York Highlanders

	92

	59

	0.609

	1½

	46–29

	46–30




	Chicago White Sox

	89

	65

	0.578

	6

	50–27

	39–38




	Cleveland Naps

	86

	65

	0.570

	7½

	44–31

	42–34




	Philadelphia Athletics

	81

	70

	0.536

	12½

	47–31

	34–39




	St. Louis Browns

	65

	87

	0.428

	29

	32–43

	33–44




	Detroit Tigers

	62

	90

	0.408

	32

	34–40

	28–50




	Washington Senators

	38

	113

	0.252

	55½

	23–52

	15–61







Records


•  Jack Chesbro and Jack Powell, American League record, combined victories by two teammate pitchers (64) 
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Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Jimmy Williams

	146

	559

	147

	.263

	2

	74




	Willie Keeler

	143

	543

	186

	.343

	2

	40




	John Anderson

	143

	558

	155

	.278

	3

	82




	Wid Conroy

	140

	489

	119

	.243

	1

	52




	John Ganzel

	130

	465

	121

	.260

	6

	48




	Kid Elberfeld

	122

	445

	117

	.263

	2

	46




	Patsy Dougherty

	106

	452

	128

	.283

	6

	22




	Deacon McGuire

	101

	322

	67

	.208

	0

	20




	Dave Fultz

	97

	339

	93

	.274

	2

	32




	Red Kleinow

	58

	209

	43

	.206

	0

	16




	Jack Thoney

	36

	128

	24

	.188

	0

	12




	Champ Osteen

	28

	107

	21

	.196

	2

	9




	Monte Beville

	9

	22

	6

	.273

	0

	2




	Bob Unglaub

	6

	19

	4

	.211

	0

	2




	Orth Collins

	5

	17

	6

	.353

	0

	1




	Frank McManus

	4

	7

	0

	.000

	0

	0




	Elmer Bliss

	1

	1

	0

	.000

	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Jack Chesbro

	55

	454.2

	41

	12

	1.82

	239




	Jack Powell

	47

	390.1

	23

	19

	2.44

	202




	Tom Hughes

	19

	136.1

	7

	11

	3.70

	75




	Al Orth

	20

	137.2

	11

	6

	2.68

	37




	Clark Griffith

	16

	100.1

	7

	5

	2.87

	36




	Ned Garvin

	2

	12.0

	0

	1

	2.25

	8




	Walter Clarkson

	13

	66.1

	1

	2

	5.02

	43




	Ambrose Puttmann

	9

	49.1

	2

	0

	2.74

	26




	Barney Wolfe

	7

	33.2

	0

	3

	3.21

	8








1904 New York Highlanders Salaries




	Willie Keeler

	$10,000.00




	Jack Chesbro

	$7,000.00
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1905 New York Highlanders season
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The Highlanders finished in sixth place in the American League with a record of 71–78. The team was managed by Clark Griffith and played its home games at Hilltop Park where 309,100 fans witnessed their 1905 Highlanders finish the season with a .477 winning percentage.

Regular season

	June 29 – Archibald "Moonlight" Graham made his major league debut with the New York Giants during a game against the host Brooklyn Superbas at Washington Park. For the bottom of the eighth inning, Graham was sent in to play right field, replacing George Browne. In the top of the ninth, Graham was on deck when Claude Elliott flied out for the third and final out. Graham played the bottom of the ninth at right field but never came to bat, as the Giants won 11–1. That game turned out to be his only appearance in the major leagues. His story was popularized in Shoeless Joe, a novel by W. P. Kinsella, and the subsequent 1989 film Field of Dreams.





	1905 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Philadelphia Athletics

	92

	56

	0.622

	
—

[image: ]



	51–22

	41–34




	Chicago White Sox

	92

	60

	0.605

	2

	50–29

	42–31




	Detroit Tigers

	79

	74

	0.516

	15½

	45–30

	34–44




	Boston Americans

	78

	74

	0.513

	16

	44–32

	34–42




	Cleveland Naps

	76

	78

	0.494

	19

	41–36

	35–42




	New York Highlanders

	71

	78

	0.477

	21½

	40–35

	31–43




	Washington Senators

	64

	87

	0.424

	29½

	33–42

	31–45




	St. Louis Browns

	54

	99

	0.353

	40½

	34–42

	20–57







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Willie Keeler

	149

	560

	169

	.302

	4

	38




	Jimmy Williams

	129

	470

	107

	.228

	6

	62




	Dave Fultz

	129

	422

	98

	.232

	0

	42




	Hal Chase

	128

	465

	116

	.249

	3

	49




	Patsy Dougherty

	116

	418

	110

	.263

	3

	29




	Joe Yeager

	115

	401

	107

	.267

	0

	42




	Kid Elberfeld

	111

	390

	102

	.262

	0

	53




	Wid Conroy

	101

	385

	105

	.273

	2

	25




	Red Kleinow

	88

	253

	56

	.221

	1

	24




	Deacon McGuire

	72

	228

	50

	.219

	0

	33




	Ed Hahn

	43

	160

	51

	.319

	0

	11




	John Anderson

	32

	99

	23

	.232

	0

	14




	Jim Cockman

	13

	38

	4

	.105

	0

	2




	Frank LaPorte

	11

	40

	16

	.400

	1

	12




	Doc Powers

	11

	33

	6

	.182

	0

	2




	Frank Delahanty

	9

	27

	6

	.222

	0

	2




	Rube Oldring

	8

	30

	9

	.300

	1

	6




	Joe Connor

	8

	22

	5

	.227

	0

	2








| Page

Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Al Orth

	40

	305.1

	18

	16

	2.86

	121




	Jack Chesbro

	41

	303.1

	19

	15

	2.20

	156




	Louis Leroy

	3

	24.0

	1

	1

	3.75

	8




	Bill Hogg

	39

	205.0

	9

	13

	3.20

	125




	Jack Powell

	37

	203.0

	8

	13

	3.50

	84




	Clark Griffith

	25

	101.2

	9

	6

	1.68

	46




	Ambrose Puttmann

	17

	86.1

	2

	7

	4.27

	39




	Doc Newton

	11

	59.2

	2

	2

	2.11

	15




	Walter Clarkson

	9

	46.0

	3

	3

	3.91

	35




	Wilbur Good

	5

	19.0

	0

	2

	4.74

	13








1905 New York Highlanders Salaries




	Jack Chesbro

	$8,000.00




	Hal Chase

	$2,000.00
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1906 New York Highlanders season
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The Highlanders finished with the team in 2nd place in the American League with a record of 90–61. The team was managed by Clark Griffith and played its home games at Hilltop Park where 434,700 fans witnessed their 1906 Highlanders finish the season with a .596 winning percentage.




	1906 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Chicago White Sox

	93

	58

	0.616

	
—
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	54–23

	39–35




	New York Highlanders

	90

	61

	0.596

	3

	53–23

	37–38




	Cleveland Naps

	89

	64

	0.582

	5

	47–30

	42–34




	Philadelphia Athletics

	78

	67

	0.538

	12

	48–23

	30–44




	St. Louis Browns

	76

	73

	0.510

	16

	40–34

	36–39




	Detroit Tigers

	71

	78

	0.477

	21

	42–34

	29–44




	Washington Senators

	55

	95

	0.367

	37½

	33–41

	22–54




	Boston Americans

	49

	105

	0.318

	45½

	22–54

	27–51







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Willie Keeler

	152

	592

	180

	.304

	2

	33




	Hal Chase

	151

	597

	193

	.323

	0

	76




	Wid Conroy

	148

	567

	139

	.245

	4

	54




	Jimmy Williams

	139

	501

	139

	.277

	3

	77




	Frank LaPorte

	123

	454

	120

	.264

	2

	54




	Danny Hoffman

	100

	320

	82

	.256

	0

	23




	Kid Elberfeld

	99

	346

	106

	.306

	2

	31




	Red Kleinow

	96

	268

	59

	.220

	0

	31




	Frank Delahanty

	92

	307

	73

	.238

	2

	41




	George Moriarty

	65

	197

	46

	.234

	0

	23




	Joe Yeager

	57

	123

	37

	.301

	0

	12




	Deacon McGuire

	51

	144

	43

	.299

	0

	14




	Ira Thomas

	44

	115

	23

	.200

	0

	15




	Patsy Dougherty

	12

	52

	10

	.192

	0

	4




	Ed Hahn

	11

	22

	2

	.091

	0

	1
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Al Orth

	45

	338.2

	27

	17

	2.34

	133




	Jack Chesbro

	49

	325.0

	23

	17

	2.96

	152




	Bill Hogg

	28

	206.0

	14

	13

	2.93

	107




	Doc Newton

	21

	125.0

	7

	5

	3.17

	52




	Noodles Hahn

	6

	42.0

	3

	2

	3.86

	17




	Walter Clarkson

	32

	151

	9

	4

	2.32

	64




	Slow Joe Doyle

	9

	45.1

	2

	1

	2.38

	28




	Tom Hughes

	3

	15.0

	1

	0

	4.20

	5




	Cy Barger

	2

	5.1

	0

	0

	10.12

	3




	Clark Griffith

	17

	2

	2

	2

	3.02

	16




	Louis Leroy

	11

	2

	0

	1

	2.22

	28








1906 New York Highlanders Salaries




	Jack Chesbro

	$8,500.00




	Hal Chase

	$2,500.00
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1907 New York Highlanders season
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The Highlanders finished in 5th place in the American League with a record of 70–78. They played their home games at Hilltop Park where 350,020 fans witnessed their 1907 Highlanders finish the season with a .473 winning percentage. Another notable newcomer was New York's recently acquired left fielder Branch Rickey, who would become well known for integrating Jackie Robinson into the major leagues some four decades later.

Off season

	February 27 – The New York Highlanders acquire catcher Branch Rickey from the St. Louis Browns in exchange for infielder Joe Yeager. As a condition, Rickey specifies that he will not play on Sundays. 


Regular season

	June 28 – The last-place Washington Senators steal a record 13 bases off catcher Branch Rickey in a 16–5 victory over New York Highlanders.





	1907 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Detroit Tigers

	92

	58

	0.613

	
—
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	50–27

	42–31




	Philadelphia Athletics

	88

	57

	0.607

	1½

	50–20

	38–37




	Chicago White Sox

	87

	64

	0.576

	5½

	48–29

	39–35




	Cleveland Naps

	85

	67

	0.559

	8

	46–31

	39–36




	New York Highlanders

	70

	78

	0.473

	21

	32–41

	38–37




	St. Louis Browns

	69

	83

	0.454

	24

	36–40

	33–43




	Boston Americans

	59

	90

	0.396

	32½

	34–41

	25–49




	Washington Senators

	49

	102

	0.325

	43½

	26–48

	23–54







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Wid Conroy

	140

	530

	124

	.234

	3

	51




	Jimmy Williams

	139

	504

	136

	.270

	2

	63




	Danny Hoffman

	136

	517

	131

	.253

	5

	46




	Frank LaPorte

	130

	470

	127

	.270

	0

	48




	George Moriarty

	126

	437

	121

	.277

	0

	43




	Hal Chase

	125

	498

	143

	.287

	2

	68




	Kid Elberfeld

	120

	447

	121

	.271

	0

	51




	Willie Keeler

	107

	423

	99

	.234

	0

	17




	Red Kleinow

	90

	269

	71

	.264

	0

	26




	Ira Thomas

	80

	208

	40

	.192

	1

	24




	Branch Rickey

	52

	137

	25

	.182

	0

	15




	Rudy Bell

	17

	52

	11

	.212

	0

	3




	Neal Ball

	15

	44

	9

	.205

	0

	4




	Walter Blair

	7

	22

	4

	.182

	0

	1




	Baldy Louden

	4

	9

	1

	.111

	0

	0




	Deacon McGuire

	1

	1

	0

	.000

	0

	0
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Al Orth

	36

	248.2

	14

	21

	2.61

	78




	Jack Chesbro

	30

	206.0

	10

	10

	2.53

	78




	Slow Joe Doyle

	29

	193.2

	11

	11

	2.65

	94




	Bill Hogg

	25

	166.2

	10

	8

	3.08

	64




	Doc Newton

	19

	133.0

	7

	10

	3.18

	70




	Earl Moore

	12

	64.0

	2

	6

	3.94

	28




	Tacks Neuer

	7

	54.0

	4

	2

	2.17

	22




	Tom Hughes

	4

	27.0

	2

	0

	2.67

	10




	Rube Manning

	1

	9.0

	0

	1

	3.00

	3




	Frank Kitson

	12

	61.0

	4

	0

	3.10

	14




	King Brockett

	8

	46.1

	1

	2

	6.22

	13




	Ray Tift

	4

	19.0

	0

	0

	4.74

	6




	Walter Clarkson

	5

	17.1

	1

	1

	6.23

	3




	Roy Castleton

	3

	16.0

	1

	1

	2.81

	3




	Bobby Keefe

	19

	3

	5

	3

	2.50

	20




	Clark Griffith

	4

	0

	0

	0

	8.64

	5




	Cy Barger

	1

	0

	0

	0

	3.00

	0








1907 New York Highlanders Salaries



	Branch Rickey

	$2,700.00
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1908 New York Highlanders season
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The 1908 New York Highlanders season finished with the team in 8th place in the American League with a record of 51–103. Their home games were played at Hilltop Park. The Highlanders finished in last place, 17 games out of seventh. It was the second-worst season in club history. Starting first baseman Hal Chase left the team in September under allegations that he was throwing games. After Clark Griffith's departure, the Highlanders lost 70 of their last 98 games under new manager Kid Elberfeld.

On June 30, Cy Young of the Boston Red Sox threw a no-hitter against the Highlanders. In the game, Young had 3 hits and 4 RBI's. By now the alternate and equally unofficial nickname "Yankees" was being used frequently to refer to the Highlanders. The New York Times article about Young's no-hitter at "the American League Park" (Hilltop Park's formal name), referred to the club exclusively as "Yankees" throughout the article. Other newspapers continued to use the two nicknames interchangeably. On September 4, 5 and 7, 1908, Walter Johnson of the Washington Senators shut out the Highlanders in three consecutive games.

Offseason

	February 27 – The sacrifice fly rule is adopted. No time at bat is charged if a run scores after the catch of a fly ball. The rule will be repealed in 1931, then reinstated (or changed) several times before gaining permanent acceptance in 1954.


Regular season

	October 2 - Washington Senators outfielder Otis Clymer hits for the cycle in a 12–2 Washington victory over the New York Highlanders.





	1908 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Detroit Tigers

	90

	63

	0.588

	
—
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	44–33

	46–30




	Cleveland Naps

	90

	64

	0.584

	½

	51–26

	39–38




	Chicago White Sox

	88

	64

	0.579

	1½

	51–25

	37–39




	St. Louis Browns

	83

	69

	0.546

	6½

	46–31

	37–38




	Boston Red Sox

	75

	79

	0.487

	15½

	37–40

	38–39




	Philadelphia Athletics

	68

	85

	0.444

	22

	46–30

	22–55




	Washington Senators

	67

	85

	0.441

	22½

	43–32

	24–53




	New York Highlanders

	51

	103

	0.331

	39½

	30–47

	21–56







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Charlie Hemphill

	142

	505

	150

	.297

	0

	44




	Wid Conroy

	141

	531

	126

	.237

	1

	39




	Neal Ball

	132

	446

	110

	.247

	0

	38




	Hal Chase

	106

	405

	104

	.257

	1

	36




	George Moriarty

	101

	348

	82

	.236

	0

	27




	Red Kleinow

	96

	279

	47

	.168

	1

	13




	Harry Niles

	95

	361

	90

	.249

	4

	24




	Willie Keeler

	91

	323

	85

	.263

	1

	14




	Walter Blair

	76

	211

	40

	.190

	1

	13




	Jake Stahl

	75

	274

	70

	.255

	2

	42




	Irish McIlveen

	44

	169

	36

	.213

	0

	8




	Frank LaPorte

	39

	145

	38

	.262

	1

	15




	Frank Delahanty

	37

	125

	32

	.256

	0

	10




	Jimmy O'Rourke

	34

	108

	25

	.231

	0

	3




	Ed Sweeney

	32

	82

	12

	.146

	0

	2




	Birdie Cree

	21

	78

	21

	.269

	0

	4




	Earle Gardner

	20

	75

	16

	.213

	0

	4




	Kid Elberfeld

	19

	56

	11

	.196

	0

	5




	Mike Donovan

	5

	19

	5

	.263

	0

	2








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Jack Chesbro

	45

	288.2

	14

	20

	2.93

	124




	Joe Lake

	38

	269.1

	9

	22

	3.17

	118




	Rube Manning

	41

	245.0

	13

	16

	2.94

	113




	Bill Hogg

	24

	152.1

	4

	16

	3.01

	72




	Al Orth

	21

	139.1

	2

	13

	3.42

	22




	Pete Wilson

	6

	39.0

	3

	3

	3.46

	28




	Jack Warhop

	5

	36.1

	1

	2

	4.46

	11




	Fred Glade

	5

	32.0

	0

	4

	4.22

	11




	Andy O'Connor

	1

	8.0

	0

	1

	10.13

	5




	Doc Newton

	23

	88.1

	4

	5

	2.95

	49




	Slow Joe Doyle

	12

	48.0

	1

	1

	2.63

	20




	Harry Billiard

	6

	0

	0

	0

	2.65

	70




	Hippo Vaughn

	2

	0

	0

	0

	3.86

	2




	Hal Chase

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0.00

	0








[image: A crowd of people watching a tennis match

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

Hilltop Park in 1908. MLB Rules then allowed for standing-room-only fans to take up the foul lines and along the outfield fences.
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1909 New York Highlanders season
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The 1909 New York Highlanders season saw the team finishing with a total of 74 wins and 77 losses, coming in 5th in the American League. New York was managed by George Stallings, the team's fourth manager in as many years. Games were played at Hilltop Park. The alternate and equally unofficial nickname, "Yankees", was being used more and more frequently by the media. The eventually famous curving "NY" logo appeared for the first time, on the sleeve and cap of the uniform.




	1909 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Detroit Tigers

	98

	54

	0.645

	
—
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	57–19

	41–35




	Philadelphia Athletics

	95

	58

	0.621

	3½

	49–27

	46–31




	Boston Red Sox

	88

	63

	0.583

	9½

	47–28

	41–35




	Chicago White Sox

	78

	74

	0.513

	20

	42–34

	36–40




	New York Highlanders

	74

	77

	0.490

	23½

	41–35

	33–42




	Cleveland Naps

	71

	82

	0.464

	27½

	39–37

	32–45




	St. Louis Browns

	61

	89

	0.407

	36

	40–37

	21–52




	Washington Senators

	42

	110

	0.276

	56

	27–48

	15–62







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Jimmy Austin

	136

	437

	101

	.231

	1

	39




	Clyde Engle

	135

	492

	137

	.278

	3

	71




	Ray Demmitt

	123

	427

	105

	.246

	4

	30




	Hal Chase

	118

	474

	134

	.283

	4

	63




	John Knight

	116

	360

	85

	.236

	0

	40




	Kid Elberfeld

	106

	379

	90

	.237

	0

	26




	Birdie Cree

	104

	343

	90

	.262

	2

	27




	Willie Keeler

	99

	360

	95

	.264

	1

	32




	Frank LaPorte

	89

	309

	92

	.298

	0

	31




	Red Kleinow

	78

	206

	47

	.228

	0

	15




	Charlie Hemphill

	73

	181

	44

	.243

	0

	10




	Ed Sweeney

	67

	176

	47

	.267

	0

	21




	Walter Blair

	42

	110

	23

	.209

	0

	11




	Earle Gardner

	22

	85

	28

	.329

	0

	15




	Al Orth

	22

	34

	9

	.265

	0

	5




	George McConnell

	13

	43

	9

	.209

	0

	5




	Joe Ward

	9

	28

	5

	.179

	0

	0




	Neal Ball

	8

	29

	6

	.207

	0

	3




	Bobby Vaughn

	5

	14

	2

	.143

	0

	0








| Page

Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Jack Warhop

	36

	243.1

	13

	15

	2.40

	95




	Joe Lake

	31

	215.1

	14

	11

	1.88

	117




	Rube Manning

	26

	173.0

	7

	11

	3.17

	71




	King Brockett

	26

	170.0

	10

	8

	2.12

	70




	Slow Joe Doyle

	17

	125.2

	8

	6

	2.58

	57




	Pete Wilson

	14

	93.2

	6

	5

	3.17

	44




	Doc Newton

	4

	22.1

	0

	3

	2.82

	11




	Al Orth

	1

	3.0

	0

	0

	12.00

	1




	Tom Hughes

	24

	118.2

	7

	8

	2.65

	69




	Jack Quinn

	23

	118.2

	9

	5

	1.97

	36




	Jack Chesbro

	9

	49.2

	0

	4

	6.34

	17




	Dick Carroll

	2

	5.0

	0

	0

	3.60

	1




	George McConnell

	2

	4.0

	0

	1

	2.25

	4








1909 New York Highlanders Salaries



	Russ Ford

	$1,800.00






[image: View of Hilltop Park taken during a game between Chicago and the New York Highlanders in 1909 , with Rube manning pitching.]
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1910 New York Highlanders season
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The 1910 New York Highlanders season saw the team finishing with a total of 88 wins and 63 losses, coming in second in the American League. New York was managed by George Stallings and Hal Chase. Their home games were played at Hilltop Park. The alternate and equally unofficial nickname, "Yankees", was being used more and more frequently by the media.


•  May 26, 1910: Red Kleinow was purchased from the Highlanders by the Boston Red Sox. 

•  August 5, 1910: Johnny Priest was purchased by the Highlanders from the Danville Red Sox.



Regular Season

August 30, 1910: Tom Hughes threw nine no-hit innings against the Cleveland Naps, but the game was tied 0–0, so the game went to extra innings. Hughes gave up a hit with one out in the tenth, then wound up giving up five runs in the eleventh to lose the game, 5–0. The franchise would wait another seven years for their first official no-hitter.




	1910 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Philadelphia Athletics

	102

	48

	0.680

	
—
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	57–19

	45–29




	New York Highlanders

	88

	63

	0.583

	14½

	49–25

	39–38




	Detroit Tigers

	86

	68

	0.558

	18

	46–31

	40–37




	Boston Red Sox

	81

	72

	0.529

	22½

	51–28

	30–44




	Cleveland Naps

	71

	81

	0.467

	32

	39–36

	32–45




	Chicago White Sox

	68

	85

	0.444

	35½

	41–37

	27–48




	Washington Senators

	66

	85

	0.437

	36½

	38–35

	28–50




	St. Louis Browns

	47

	107

	0.305

	57

	26–51

	21–56







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Harry Wolter

	135

	479

	128

	.267

	4

	42




	Birdie Cree

	134

	467

	134

	.287

	4

	73




	Jimmy Austin

	133

	432

	94

	.218

	2

	36




	Hal Chase

	130

	524

	152

	.290

	3

	73




	Frank LaPorte

	124

	432

	114

	.264

	2

	67




	John Knight

	117

	414

	129

	.312

	3

	45




	Charlie Hemphill

	102

	351

	84

	.239

	0

	21




	Bert Daniels

	95

	356

	90

	.253

	1

	17




	Earle Gardner

	86

	271

	66

	.244

	1

	24




	Ed Sweeney

	78

	215

	43

	.200

	0

	13




	Roxey Roach

	70

	220

	47

	.214

	0

	20




	Fred Mitchell

	68

	196

	45

	.230

	0

	18




	Eddie Foster

	30

	83

	11

	.133

	0

	1




	Lou Criger

	27

	69

	13

	.188

	0

	4




	Walter Blair

	6

	22

	5

	.227

	0

	2




	Les Channell

	6

	19

	6

	.316

	0

	3




	Red Kleinow

	6

	12

	5

	.417

	0

	2




	Clyde Engle

	5

	13

	3

	.231

	0

	0




	Joe Walsh

	1

	4

	2

	.500

	0

	2








| Page

Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Russ Ford

	36

	299.2

	26

	6

	1.65

	209




	Jack Warhop

	37

	243.0

	14

	14

	3.00

	75




	Jack Quinn

	35

	235.2

	18

	12

	2.37

	82




	Hippo Vaughn

	30

	221.2

	13

	11

	1.83

	107




	Tom Hughes

	23

	151.2

	7

	9

	3.50

	64




	Ray Fisher

	17

	92.1

	5

	3

	2.92

	42




	Rube Manning

	16

	75.0

	2

	4

	3.72

	25




	John Frill

	10

	48.1

	2

	2

	4.47

	27




	Ray Caldwell

	6

	19.1

	1

	0

	3.17

	17




	Slow Joe Doyle

	3

	12.1

	0

	2

	8.03

	6








1910 New York Highlanders Salaries




	Hal Chase

	$5,500.00




	Ray Fisher

	$1,500.00







[image: A baseball player throwing a ball
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1911 New York Highlanders season
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The 1911 New York Highlanders played 152 games during the regular season, won 76 games, lost 76 games, and finished in sixth position. They played their home games at Hilltop Park where 302,444 fans witnessed their 1911 Highlanders finish the season with a .500 winning percentage. New York was managed by Hal Chase. 

Regular season

Relations between the New York Highlanders and the enemy New York Giants seemed to be at a boiling point until a fateful April day when a fire destroyed the main portion of the grandstand at the Polo Grounds, the Giants' home field just a few blocks away (and downhill) from the Hilltop. The Highlanders invited the Giants to play at Hilltop Park for the remainder of the 1911 season. Although the Giants were able to return to their partially rebuilt home two months later, this good deed would be remembered and returned to the Highlanders two years later.




	1911 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Philadelphia Athletics

	101

	50

	0.669

	
—
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	54–20

	47–30




	Detroit Tigers

	89

	65

	0.578

	13½

	51–25

	38–40




	Cleveland Naps

	80

	73

	0.523

	22

	46–30

	34–43




	Boston Red Sox

	78

	75

	0.510

	24

	39–37

	39–38




	Chicago White Sox

	77

	74

	0.510

	24

	40–37

	37–37




	New York Highlanders

	76

	76

	0.500

	25½

	36–40

	40–36




	Washington Senators

	64

	90

	0.416

	38½

	39–38

	25–52




	St. Louis Browns

	45

	107

	0.296

	56½

	25–53

	20–54







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Roy Hartzell

	144

	527

	156

	.296

	3

	91




	Birdie Cree

	137

	520

	181

	.348

	4

	88




	Hal Chase

	133

	527

	166

	.315

	3

	62




	John Knight

	132

	470

	126

	.268

	3

	62




	Bert Daniels

	131

	462

	132

	.286

	2

	31




	Harry Wolter

	122

	434

	132

	.304

	4

	36




	Earle Gardner

	102

	357

	94

	.263

	0

	39




	Walter Blair

	85

	222

	43

	.194

	0

	26




	Ed Sweeney

	83

	229

	53

	.231

	0

	18




	Otis Johnson

	71

	209

	49

	.234

	3

	36




	Charlie Hemphill

	69

	201

	57

	.284

	1

	15




	Bob Williams

	20

	47

	9

	.191

	0

	8




	Cozy Dolan

	19

	69

	21

	.304

	0

	6




	Mike Fitzgerald

	16

	37

	10

	.270

	0

	6




	Roxey Roach

	13

	40

	10

	.250

	0

	2




	Stubby Magner

	13

	33

	7

	.212

	0

	4




	Ed Wilkinson

	10

	13

	3

	.231

	0

	1




	Guy Zinn

	9

	27

	4

	.148

	0

	1




	Johnny Priest

	8

	21

	3

	.143

	0

	2




	Mike Handiboe

	5

	15

	1

	.067

	0

	0




	Gene Elliott

	5

	13

	1

	.077

	0

	1




	Bill Bailey

	5

	9

	1

	.111

	0

	0




	Jim Curry

	4

	11

	2

	.182

	0

	0




	Joe Walsh

	4

	9

	2

	.222

	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Russ Ford

	37

	281.1

	22

	11

	2.27

	158




	Ray Caldwell

	41

	255.0

	14

	14

	3.35

	145




	Jack Warhop

	31

	209.2

	12

	13

	4.16

	71




	Ray Fisher

	29

	171.2

	10

	11

	3.25

	99




	Hippo Vaughn

	26

	145.2

	8

	10

	4.39

	74




	Jack Quinn

	40

	174.2

	8

	10

	3.76

	71




	King Brockett

	16

	75.1

	2

	4

	4.66

	25




	Red Hoff

	5

	20.2

	0

	1

	2.18

	10




	Andy Coakley

	2

	11.2

	0

	1

	5.40

	4




	Harry Ables

	3

	11.0

	0

	1

	9.82

	6








1911 New York Highlanders Salaries




	Hal Chase

	$6,000.00




	Birdie Cree

	$4,500.00




	John Knight

	$4,000.00




	Harry Wolter

	$4,000.00




	Ray Caldwell

	$1,500.00




	Ray Fisher

	$1,500.00







[image: Photo 1911 New York Highlanders Baseball Team | eBay]
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1912 New York Highlanders season
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It was the final season for the "Highlanders" nickname, before officially adopting the already more common "Yankees" name. It was also their final season playing their home games at Hilltop Park. The team finished with a total of 50 wins and 102 losses, coming in 8th, last place in the American League. The club was managed by Harry Wolverton. The New York franchise would not finish in last place again until the 1966 season. To date, this remains the second and last 100-loss season in Yankees history, the other being a few years prior in 1908. For 1912, the curving "NY" migrated from the sleeve to its now-familiar spot on the left breast of the jersey. This was also the year that pinstripes were introduced. By this season, the alternate nickname "Yankees" was in very common usage by the media. The New York Times for Opening Day 1912 reported that "The Yankees presented a natty appearance in their new uniforms of white with black pinstripes." The pinstripes were a one-year experiment, but they would return for good on the home uniforms in 1915. The final game of the season, and the final game for the "Highlanders" at the Hilltop, was played on October 5, 1912. The team moved to the Polo Grounds the following year. Hilltop Park was closed after the 1912 season and was demolished in 1914. It is now occupied by the New York-Presbyterian Hospital.




	1912 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Red Sox

	105

	47

	0.691

	
—

[image: ]



	57–20

	48–27




	Washington Senators

	91

	61

	0.599

	14

	45–32

	46–29




	Philadelphia Athletics

	90

	62

	0.592

	15

	45–31

	45–31




	Chicago White Sox

	78

	76

	0.506

	28

	34–43

	44–33




	Cleveland Naps

	75

	78

	0.490

	30½

	41–35

	34–43




	Detroit Tigers

	69

	84

	0.451

	36½

	37–39

	32–45




	St. Louis Browns

	53

	101

	0.344

	53

	27–50

	26–51




	New York Highlanders

	50

	102

	0.329

	55

	31–44

	19–58







Regular season


•  April 11: The New York Highlanders, predecessors of the New York Yankees, wear pinstripes uniforms for the first time while facing the Boston Red Sox in Opening Day at Hilltop Park. In the first inning, Boston scores a run against pitcher Ray Caldwell‚ while New York respond with two runs in the bottom against Smoky Joe Wood. That is all the scoring until the ninth inning‚ when the Sox score four runs‚ including two on a Wood single. Boston wins‚ 5–3‚ on Wood's seven hitter.

•  July 25 – Bert Daniels, outfielder for the New York Highlanders, hits for the cycle is a 6– 4 loss to the Chicago White Sox.

•  August 15 – Guy Zinn, a little-known New York Highlanders outfielder, steals home twice in a 5–4 win over the Detroit Tigers at Navin Field. 

•  July 21, 1912: Del Paddock was purchased by the Highlanders from the Dubuque Hustlers.



Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Bert Daniels

	135

	496

	136

	.274

	2

	41




	Hal Chase

	131

	522

	143

	.274

	4

	58




	Roy Hartzell

	125

	416

	113

	.272

	1

	38




	Ed Sweeney

	110

	351

	94

	.268

	0

	30




	Hack Simmons

	110

	401

	96

	.239

	0

	41




	Guy Zinn

	106

	401

	105

	.262

	6

	55




	Jack Martin

	71

	231

	52

	.225

	0

	17




	Dutch Sterrett

	66

	230

	61

	.265

	1

	32




	Birdie Cree

	50

	190

	63

	.332

	0

	22




	Del Paddock

	46

	156

	45

	.288

	1

	14




	Earle Gardner

	43

	160

	45

	.281

	0

	26




	Bill Stumpf

	42

	129

	31

	.240

	0

	10




	Tommy McMillan

	41

	149

	34

	.228

	0

	12




	Jack Lelivelt

	36

	149

	54

	.362

	2

	23




	Harry Wolverton

	34

	50

	15

	.300

	0

	4




	Gabby Street

	29

	88

	16

	.182

	0

	6




	Pat Maloney

	25

	79

	17

	.215

	0

	4




	Ezra Midkiff

	21

	86

	21

	.244

	0

	9




	Bob Williams

	20

	44

	6

	.136

	0

	3




	Cozy Dolan

	18

	60

	12

	.200

	0

	11




	Curt Coleman

	12

	37

	9

	.243

	0

	4




	Harry Wolter

	12

	32

	11

	.344

	0

	1




	John Dowd

	10

	31

	6

	.194

	0

	0




	Klondike Smith

	7

	27

	5

	.185

	0

	0




	Benny Kauff

	5

	11

	3

	.273

	0

	2




	Bill Otis

	4

	17

	1

	.059

	0

	2




	Gus Fisher

	4

	10

	1

	.100

	0

	0




	Jack Little

	3

	12

	3

	.250

	0

	0




	Johnny Priest

	2

	2

	1

	.500

	0

	1




	George Batten

	1

	3

	0

	.000

	0

	0




	Homer Thompson

	1

	0

	0

	
——
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	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Russ Ford

	36

	291.2

	13

	21

	3.55

	112




	Ray Caldwell

	30

	183.1

	8

	16

	4.47

	95




	George McConnell

	23

	176.2

	8

	12

	2.75

	91




	Ray Fisher

	17

	90.1

	2

	8

	5.88

	47




	Ray Keating

	6

	35.2

	0

	3

	5.80

	21




	Jack Warhop

	39

	258.0

	10

	19

	2.86

	110




	Jack Quinn

	18

	102.2

	5

	7

	5.79

	47




	Hippo Vaughn

	15

	63.0

	2

	8

	5.14

	46




	George Davis

	10

	54.0

	1

	4

	6.50

	22




	Tommy Thompson

	7

	32.2

	0

	2

	6.06

	15




	Al Schulz

	3

	16.1

	1

	1

	2.20

	8




	Chet Hoff

	5

	15.2

	0

	1

	6.89

	14
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	Hal Chase

	$8,000.00




	Ed Sweeney

	$6,000.00




	Russ Ford

	$5,500.00




	Birdie Cree

	$5,000.00




	Ray Fisher

	$1,500.00




	Bill Otis

	$350.00
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1913 New York Yankees season
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This was their first season exclusively using the "Yankees" name. The team finished with a record of 57–94, coming in 7th place in the American League. The team also moved into the Polo Grounds which they would share with the New York Giants until 1923.

Offseason


•  December 20, 1912: Del Paddock was purchased from the Yankees by the Rochester Hustlers. 

•  December 1912: Guy Zinn was purchased from the Yankees by the Boston Braves.



Season summary

With an otherwise lackluster season, the most noteworthy event for the 1913 Yankees was switching their home field from Hilltop Park to the Polo Grounds. The Yankees had lent their home to the National League's Giants during the rebuilding of the Polo Grounds following its disastrous fire in 1911. The Giants returned the favor in 1913, subleasing to their American League rivals after the Highlanders' agreement to play at the aging, and wooden, Hilltop ballpark had ended.

At that time, the Giants were one of the strongest teams in baseball, winners of two consecutive league championships, and they would win their third in a row in 1913. The Yankees were seen as no threat to their status and would provide additional revenue. Little did the Giants suspect what the future held for the respective clubs' status in the city and in baseball. The nickname "Yankees" was now in frequent popular usage, and with the move of just a few blocks from the Hilltop to the bottomland of Coogan's Hollow next to the Harlem River, the alternate nickname "Highlanders" no longer made logical sense and was dropped. Thus "Yankees" became the exclusive nickname of the New York American League franchise.




	1913 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Philadelphia Athletics

	96

	57

	0.627

	
—
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	50–26

	46–31




	Washington Senators

	90

	64

	0.584

	6½

	42–35

	48–29




	Cleveland Naps

	86

	66

	0.566

	9½

	45–32

	41–34




	Boston Red Sox

	79

	71

	0.527

	15½

	41–34

	38–37




	Chicago White Sox

	78

	74

	0.513

	17½

	40–37

	38–37




	Detroit Tigers

	66

	87

	0.431

	30

	34–42

	32–45




	New York Yankees

	57

	94

	0.377

	38

	27–47

	30–47




	St. Louis Browns

	57

	96

	0.373

	39

	31–46

	26–50







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Birdie Cree

	145

	534

	145

	.272

	1

	63




	Roy Hartzell

	141

	490

	127

	.259

	0

	38




	Harry Wolter

	127

	425

	108

	.254

	2

	43




	Ed Sweeney

	117

	351

	93

	.265

	2

	40




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	95

	340

	91

	.268

	1

	32




	Bert Daniels

	94

	320

	69

	.216

	0

	22




	Ezra Midkiff

	83

	284

	56

	.197

	0

	14




	John Knight

	70

	250

	59

	.236

	0

	24




	Fritz Maisel

	51

	187

	48

	.257

	0

	12




	Rollie Zeider

	50

	159

	37

	.233

	0

	12




	Bill McKechnie

	45

	112

	15

	.134

	0

	8




	Hal Chase

	39

	146

	31

	.212

	0

	9




	Dick Gossett

	39

	105

	17

	.162

	0

	9




	Babe Borton

	33

	108

	14

	.130

	0

	11




	Harry Williams

	27

	82

	21

	.256

	1

	12




	Frank Gilhooley

	24

	85

	29

	.341

	0

	14




	Claud Derrick

	23

	65

	19

	.292

	1

	7




	Dutch Sterrett

	21

	35

	6

	.171

	0

	3




	Doc Cook

	20

	72

	19

	.264

	0

	1




	Bill Holden

	18

	53

	16

	.302

	0

	8




	Jack Lelivelt

	18

	28

	6

	.214

	0

	4




	Joe Smith

	14

	32

	5

	.156

	0

	2




	Bill Stumpf

	12

	29

	6

	.207

	0

	1




	Frank Chance

	12

	24

	5

	.208

	0

	6




	George Whiteman

	11

	32

	11

	.344

	0

	2




	Ralph Young

	7

	15

	1

	.067

	0

	0




	Bob Williams

	6

	19

	3

	.158

	0

	0




	Luke Boone

	6

	12

	4

	.333

	0

	1




	Bill Reynolds

	5

	5

	0

	.000

	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Ray Fisher

	43

	246.1

	12

	16

	3.18

	92




	Russ Ford

	33

	237.0

	13

	18

	2.66

	72




	Ray Keating

	28

	151.1

	6

	12

	3.21

	83




	Marty McHale

	7

	48.2

	2

	4

	2.96

	11




	Al Schulz

	38

	193.0

	7

	14

	3.73

	77




	George McConnell

	35

	180.0

	4

	15

	3.20

	72




	Ray Caldwell

	27

	164.1

	9

	8

	2.41

	87




	Jack Warhop

	15

	62.1

	3

	5

	3.75

	11




	Ed Klepfer

	8

	24.2

	0

	1

	7.66

	10




	George Clark

	11

	0

	1

	0

	9.00

	5




	Cy Pieh

	4

	1

	0

	0

	4.35

	6








1913 New York Yankees Salaries




	Frank Chance

	$25,000.00

	
	Rollie Zeider

	$3,500.00




	Hal Chase

	$6,000.00

	
	Ray Fisher

	$3,000.00




	Birdie Cree

	$6,000.00

	
	Ray Caldwell

	$2,400.00




	Ed Sweeney

	$5,300.00

	
	Fritz Maisel

	$2,100.00




	John Knight

	$4,000.00

	
	Cy Pieh

	$1,500.00
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1914 New York Yankees season

[image: ]




The 1914 New York Yankees played 154 games during the regular season, won 70 games, lost 84 games, and finished in sixth position. They played their home games at the Polo Grounds where 359,477 fans witnessed their 1914 Yankees finish the season with a .455 winning percentage.

Regular season


•  April 21-Future Hall of famer Frank Chance plays his last game. He gets into the game as a defensive replacement for the New York Yankees.

•  July 1- Harry Kingman pitch hits for the New York Yankees in their 7-4 loss to the Washington Senators. Though Kingman appeared in four games in his MLB career and never got a hit, he was the first player born in China to play major league baseball.






	1914 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Philadelphia Athletics

	99

	53

	0.651

	
—
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	51–24

	48–29




	Boston Red Sox

	91

	62

	0.595

	8½

	44–31

	47–31




	Washington Senators

	81

	73

	0.526

	19

	40–33

	41–40




	Detroit Tigers

	80

	73

	0.523

	19½

	42–35

	38–38




	St. Louis Browns

	71

	82

	0.464

	28½

	42–36

	29–46




	Chicago White Sox

	70

	84

	0.455

	30

	43–37

	27–47




	New York Yankees

	70

	84

	0.455

	30

	36–40

	34–44




	Cleveland Naps

	51

	102

	0.333

	48½

	32–47

	19–55







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Roger Peckinpaugh

	157

	570

	127

	.223

	3

	51




	Fritz Maisel

	150

	548

	131

	.239

	2

	47




	Roy Hartzell

	137

	481

	112

	.233

	1

	32




	Doc Cook

	132

	470

	133

	.283

	1

	40




	Lute Boone

	106

	370

	82

	.222

	0

	21




	Charlie Mullen

	93

	323

	84

	.260

	0

	44




	Ed Sweeney

	87

	258

	55

	.213

	1

	22




	Les Nunamaker

	87

	257

	68

	.265

	2

	29




	Birdie Cree

	77

	275

	85

	.309

	0

	40




	Frank Truesdale

	77

	217

	46

	.212

	0

	13




	Tom Daley

	69

	191

	48

	.251

	0

	9




	Harry Williams

	59

	178

	29

	.163

	1

	17




	Bill Holden

	50

	165

	30

	.182

	0

	12




	Jimmy Walsh

	43

	136

	26

	.191

	1

	11




	Dick Gossett

	10

	21

	3

	.143

	0

	1




	Ángel Aragón

	6

	7

	1

	.143

	0

	0




	Jay Rogers

	5

	8

	0

	.000

	0

	0




	Charlie Meara

	4

	7

	2

	.286

	0

	1




	Bill Reynolds

	4

	5

	2

	.400

	0

	0
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Ray Caldwell

	31

	213.0

	18

	9

	1.94

	92




	Ray Keating

	34

	210.0

	8

	11

	2.96

	109




	Ray Fisher

	29

	209.0

	10

	12

	2.28

	86




	Marty McHale

	31

	191.0

	6

	16

	2.97

	75




	Boardwalk Brown

	20

	122.1

	6

	5

	3.24

	57




	Jack Warhop

	37

	216.2

	8

	15

	2.37

	56




	King Cole

	33

	141.2

	10

	9

	3.30

	43




	Cy Pieh

	18

	62.1

	3

	4

	5.05

	24




	Al Schulz

	6

	28.1

	1

	3

	4.76

	18








1914 New York Yankees Salaries




	Ray Caldwell

	$8,000.00




	Birdie Cree

	$6,000.00




	Ed Sweeney

	$6,000.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$5,000.00




	Ray Fisher

	$4,000.00




	Cy Pieh

	$1,800.00




	Angel Aragon

	$1,500.00




	Harry Kingman

	$1,500.00




	Pi Schwert

	$1,500.00
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1915 New York Yankees season
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The team was under new ownership and new management, Jacob Ruppert and Tillinghast L'Hommedieu Huston. The team finished with a record of 69–83, 32½ games behind the American League champion Boston Red Sox. New York was managed by Bill Donovan. Home games were played at the Polo Grounds. Opening day was an away game at Griffith Stadium against the Washington Senators. The Yankee opening day starting pitcher was Jack Warhop. The first game of the season on the home field was April 22, 1915, against the Washington Senators at the Polo Grounds with 7,000 attending. Mayor John Purroy Mitchel threw the ceremonial first pitch. On June 23, 1915, Philadelphia Athletics pitcher Bruno Haas set an American League record by walking 16 Yankees in one game.




	1915 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Red Sox

	101

	50

	0.669

	
—
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	55–20

	46–30




	Detroit Tigers

	100

	54

	0.649

	2½

	51–26

	49–28




	Chicago White Sox

	93

	61

	0.604

	9½

	54–24

	39–37




	Washington Senators

	85

	68

	0.556

	17

	50–29

	35–39




	New York Yankees

	69

	83

	0.454

	32½

	37–43

	32–40




	St. Louis Browns

	63

	91

	0.409

	39½

	35–38

	28–53




	Cleveland Indians

	57

	95

	0.375

	44½

	27–50

	30–45




	Philadelphia Athletics

	43

	109

	0.283

	58½

	19–53

	24–56







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Roger Peckinpaugh

	142

	540

	119

	.220

	5

	44




	Wally Pipp

	136

	479

	118

	.246

	4

	60




	Fritz Maisel

	135

	530

	149

	.281

	4

	46




	Doc Cook

	132

	476

	129

	.271

	2

	33




	Lute Boone

	130

	431

	88

	.204

	5

	43




	Roy Hartzell

	119

	387

	97

	.251

	3

	60




	Hugh High

	119

	427

	110

	.258

	1

	43




	Les Nunamaker

	87

	249

	56

	.225

	0

	17




	Paddy Baumann

	76

	219

	64

	.292

	2

	28




	Birdie Cree

	74

	196

	42

	.214

	0

	15




	Ed Sweeney

	53

	137

	26

	.190

	0

	5




	Charlie Mullen

	40

	90

	24

	.267

	0

	7




	Elmer Miller

	26

	83

	12

	.145

	0

	3




	Walt Alexander

	25

	68

	17

	.250

	1

	5




	Tim Hendryx

	13

	40

	8

	.200

	0

	1




	Ed Barney

	11

	36

	7

	.194

	0

	8




	Skeeter Shelton

	10

	40

	1

	.025

	0

	0




	Ernie Krueger

	10

	29

	5

	.172

	0

	0




	Tom Daley

	10

	8

	2

	.250

	0

	1




	Pi Schwert

	9

	18

	5

	.278

	0

	6




	Gene Layden

	3

	7

	2

	.286

	0

	0
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Ray Caldwell

	36

	305.0

	19

	16

	2.89

	130




	Ray Fisher

	30

	247.2

	18

	11

	2.11

	97




	Jack Warhop

	21

	143.1

	7

	9

	3.96

	34




	Ray Keating

	11

	79.1

	3

	6

	3.63

	37




	Marty McHale

	13

	78.1

	3

	7

	.4.25

	25




	George Mogridge

	6

	41.0

	2

	3

	1.76

	11




	Boardwalk Brown

	19

	96.2

	3

	6

	4.10

	34




	Cy Pieh

	21

	94.0

	4

	5

	2.87

	46




	Bob Shawkey

	16

	85.2

	4

	7

	3.26

	31




	King Cole

	10

	51.0

	2

	3

	3.18

	19




	Bill Donovan

	9

	33.2

	0

	3

	4.81

	17




	Dazzy Vance

	8

	28.0

	0

	3

	3.54

	18




	Allen Russell

	5

	27.0

	1

	2

	2.67

	21




	Cliff Markle

	3

	23.0

	2

	0

	0.39

	12




	Dan Tipple

	3

	19.0

	1

	1

	0.95

	14




	Neal Brady

	2

	8.2

	0

	0

	3.12

	6




	Ensign Cottrell

	7

	0

	1

	0

	3.38

	7








1915 New York Yankees Salaries




	Ray Caldwell

	$8,000.00

	
	Doc Cook

	$3,750.00

	
	George Mogridge

	$2,100.00




	Ed Sweeney

	$8,000.00

	
	Frank Gilhooley

	$3,600.00

	
	Tim Hendryx

	$1,800.00




	Ray Fisher

	$6,666.00

	
	Marty McHale

	$3,600.00

	
	Elmer Miller

	$1,800.00




	Birdie Cree

	$6,000.00

	
	Lute Boone

	$3,500.00

	
	Cy Pieh

	$1,800.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$6,000.00

	
	Boardwalk Brown

	$3,500.00

	
	Allen Russell

	$1,800.00




	Ray Keating

	$5,000.00

	
	Wally Pipp

	$3,300.00

	
	Pi Schwert

	$1,800.00




	Les Nunamaker

	$5,000.00

	
	Tom Daley

	$3,250.00

	
	Neal Brady

	$1,500.00




	Fritz Maisel

	$4,800.00

	
	Hugh High

	$3,000.00

	
	Cliff Markle

	$1,200.00




	Jack Warhop

	$4,500.00

	
	Charlie Mullen

	$3,000.00

	
	Roxy Walters

	$1,200.00




	Roy Hartzell

	$4,000.00

	
	Dan Tipple

	$2,499.00

	
	
	



	King Cole

	$3,800.00

	
	Paddy Baumann

	$2,400.00

	
	
	






[image: A group of people standing outside
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John Purroy Mitchel and Jacob Ruppert, Jr. and William Edward Donovan at a Yankee game on April 22, 1915
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1916 New York Yankees season
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The team finished with a record of 80–74, finishing 11 games behind the American League champion Boston Red Sox. New York was managed by Bill Donovan. Their home games were played at the Polo Grounds. Opening Day was on April 20, 1916, at Griffith Stadium against the Washington Senators. President Woodrow Wilson threw out the ceremonial first pitch. The Senators, behind Walter Johnson, defeated New York, 12-4.

Regular season


•  June 21 – Rube Foster pitches a no-hitter as the Boston Red Sox defeat the New York Yankees, 2–0.

•  September 8 – Philadelphia Athletics switch-hitter Wally Schang belted two home runs against the New York Yankees, to become the first player in Major League history to hit home runs from both sides of the plate during a single game.






	1916 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Red Sox

	91

	63

	0.591

	
—
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	49–28

	42–35




	Chicago White Sox

	89

	65

	0.578

	2

	49–28

	40–37




	Detroit Tigers

	87

	67

	0.565

	4

	49–28

	38–39




	New York Yankees

	80

	74

	0.519

	11

	46–31

	34–43




	St. Louis Browns

	79

	75

	0.513

	12

	45–32

	34–43




	Cleveland Indians

	77

	77

	0.500

	14

	44–33

	33–44




	Washington Senators

	76

	77

	0.497

	14½

	49–28

	27–49




	Philadelphia Athletics

	36

	117

	0.235

	54½

	23–53

	13–64







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Wally Pipp

	151

	545

	143

	.262

	12

	93




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	145

	552

	141

	.255

	4

	58




	Lee Magee

	131

	510

	131

	.257

	3

	45




	Joe Gedeon

	122

	435

	92

	.211

	0

	27




	Hugh High

	116

	377

	99

	.263

	1

	28




	Home Run Baker

	100

	360

	97

	.269

	10

	52




	Les Nunamaker

	91

	260

	77

	.296

	0

	28




	Paddy Baumann

	79

	237

	68

	.287

	1

	25




	Roxy Walters

	66

	203

	54

	.266

	0

	23




	Charlie Mullen

	59

	146

	39

	.267

	0

	18




	Frank Gilhooley

	58

	223

	62

	.278

	1

	10




	Fritz Maisel

	53

	158

	36

	.228

	0

	7




	Lute Boone

	46

	124

	23

	.185

	1

	8




	Rube Oldring

	43

	158

	37

	.234

	1

	12




	Elmer Miller

	43

	152

	34

	.224

	1

	18




	Walt Alexander

	36

	78

	20

	.256

	0

	3




	Roy Hartzell

	33

	64

	12

	.188

	0

	7




	Tim Hendryx

	15

	62

	18

	.290

	0

	5




	Ángel Aragón

	12

	24

	5

	.208

	0

	3




	Solly Hofman

	6

	27

	8

	.296

	0

	2
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Bob Shawkey

	53

	276.2

	24

	14

	2.21

	122




	George Mogridge

	30

	194.2

	6

	12

	2.31

	66




	Ray Fisher

	31

	179.0

	11

	8

	3.17

	56




	Nick Cullop

	28

	167.0

	13

	6

	2.05

	77




	Ray Caldwell

	21

	165.2

	5

	12

	2.99

	76




	Ray Keating

	14

	91.0

	5

	6

	3.07

	35




	Urban Shocker

	12

	82.1

	4

	3

	2.62

	43




	Allen Russell

	34

	171.1

	6

	10

	3.20

	104




	Cliff Markle

	11

	45.2

	4

	3

	4.53

	14




	Slim Love

	20

	2

	0

	0

	4.91

	21




	Jess Buckles

	2

	0

	0

	0

	2.25

	2








1916 New York Yankees Salaries




	Home Run Baker

	$9,166.00

	
	Paddy Baumann

	$3,000.00




	Lee Magee

	$8,333.00

	
	Lute Boone

	$3,000.00




	Ray Caldwell

	$8,000.00

	
	Doc Cook

	$3,000.00




	Ray Fisher

	$6,666.00

	
	Hugh High

	$3,000.00




	Rube Oldring

	$6,000.00

	
	Charlie Mullen

	$3,000.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$6,000.00

	
	Slim Love

	$2,400.00




	Les Nunamaker

	$5,000.00

	
	George Mogridge

	$2,400.00




	Fritz Maisel

	$4,800.00

	
	Angel Aragon

	$2,100.00




	Joe Gedeon

	$4,000.00

	
	Allen Russell

	$2,100.00




	Roy Hartzell

	$4,000.00

	
	Tim Hendryx

	$1,800.00




	Wally Pipp

	$4,000.00

	
	Elmer Miller

	$1,800.00




	Frank Gilhooley

	$3,600.00

	
	Mike Cantwell

	$1,500.00




	Nick Cullop

	$3,500.00

	
	Roxy Walters

	$1,500.00




	Ray Keating

	$3,250.00

	
	Cliff Markle

	$1,350.00




	Bob Shawkey

	$3,250.00

	
	Urban Shocker

	$1,350.00




	Walt Alexander

	$3,000.00
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1917 New York Yankees season
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The team finished with a record of 71–82, finishing 28½ games behind the American League champion Chicago White Sox. New York was managed by Bill Donovan. Their home games were played at the Polo Grounds. The opening game was against the Boston Red Sox on April 11, 1917, at the Polo Grounds in New York. 16,000 fans were in attendance. The Yankees lost 10-3. Major General Leonard Wood attended the game and threw out the first ball. Wood had drill sergeant Gibson, the recruiting officer from Macon, Georgia, where the team had their spring training, march the Yankees across the field in formation carrying rifles.

Regular season


•  April 11 – At the Polo Grounds, Babe Ruth of the Boston Red Sox pitches a three-hitter in shutting down the New York Yankees on Opening Day, 1–0. Ruth's performance marks the start of good things to come. He will win 24 games this year, while leading the American League with 35 complete games.

•  April 24 – George Mogridge pitches a no-hitter for the New York Yankees in a 2–1 win over the Boston Red Sox.






	1917 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Chicago White Sox

	100

	54

	0.649

	
—
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	56–21

	44–33




	Boston Red Sox

	90

	62

	0.592

	9

	45–33

	45–29




	Cleveland Indians

	88

	66

	0.571

	12

	44–34

	44–32




	Detroit Tigers

	78

	75

	0.510

	21½

	34–41

	44–34




	Washington Senators

	74

	79

	0.484

	25½

	42–35

	32–44




	New York Yankees

	71

	82

	0.464

	28½

	35–40

	36–42




	St. Louis Browns

	57

	97

	0.370

	43

	31–46

	26–51




	Philadelphia Athletics

	55

	98

	0.359

	44½

	29–47

	26–51







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Wally Pipp

	155

	587

	143

	.244

	9

	70




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	148

	543

	141

	.260

	0

	41




	Home Run Baker

	146

	553

	156

	.282

	6

	71




	Tim Hendryx

	125

	393

	98

	.249

	5

	44




	Elmer Miller

	114

	379

	95

	.251

	3

	35




	Fritz Maisel

	113

	404

	80

	.198

	0

	20




	Les Nunamaker

	104

	310

	81

	.261

	0

	33




	Hugh High

	103

	365

	86

	.236

	1

	19




	Roxy Walters

	61

	171

	45

	.263

	0

	14




	Frank Gilhooley

	54

	165

	40

	.242

	0

	8




	Lee Magee

	51

	173

	38

	.220

	0

	8




	Paddy Baumann

	49

	110

	24

	.218

	0

	8




	Joe Gedeon

	33

	117

	28

	.239

	0

	8




	Armando Marsans

	25

	88

	20

	.227

	0

	15




	Walt Alexander

	20

	51

	7

	.137

	0

	4




	Ángel Aragón

	14

	45

	3

	.067

	0

	2




	Bill Lamar

	11

	41

	10

	.244

	0

	3




	Chick Fewster

	11

	36

	8

	.222

	0

	1




	Sammy Vick

	10

	36

	10

	.278

	0

	2




	Aaron Ward

	8

	26

	3

	.115

	0

	1




	Muddy Ruel

	6

	17

	2

	.118

	0

	1




	Howie Camp

	5

	21

	6

	.286

	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Bob Shawkey

	32

	236.1

	13

	15

	2.44

	97




	Ray Caldwell

	32

	236.0

	13

	16

	2.86

	102




	George Mogridge

	29

	196.1

	9

	11

	2.98

	46




	Ray Fisher

	23

	144.0

	8

	9

	2.19

	64




	Bob McGraw

	2

	11.0

	0

	1

	0.82

	3




	Bill Piercy

	1

	9.0

	0

	1

	3.00

	4




	Hank Thormahlen

	1

	8.0

	0

	1

	2.25

	5




	Jack Enright

	1

	5.0

	0

	1

	5.40

	1




	Nick Cullop

	30

	146.1

	5

	9

	3.32

	27




	Urban Shocker

	26

	145.0

	8

	5

	2.61

	68




	Slim Love

	33

	130.1

	6

	5

	2.35

	82




	Allen Russell

	25

	104.1

	7

	8

	2.24

	55




	Neal Brady

	2

	9.0

	1

	0

	2.00

	4








[image: 1917 New York Yankees season - Wikipedia]1917 New York Yankees Salaries




	Home Run Baker

	$9,166.00

	
	Angel Aragon

	$2,400.00




	Lee Magee

	$8,333.00

	
	Slim Love

	$2,400.00




	Ray Caldwell

	$8,000.00

	
	Bill Piercy

	$2,400.00




	Ray Fisher

	$6,666.00

	
	Tim Hendryx

	$2,100.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$6,000.00

	
	Muddy Ruel

	$2,100.00




	Les Nunamaker

	$5,000.00

	
	Urban Shocker

	$2,100.00




	Bob Shawkey

	$5,000.00

	
	Jack Enright

	$1,800.00




	Fritz Maisel

	$4,800.00

	
	Bill Lamar

	$1,800.00




	Nick Cullop

	$4,500.00

	
	Bob McGraw

	$1,800.00




	Wally Pipp

	$4,500.00

	
	Elmer Miller

	$1,800.00




	Joe Gedeon

	$4,000.00

	
	Hank Thormahlen

	$1,800.00




	Frank Gilhooley

	$3,600.00

	
	Neal Brady

	$1,500.00




	Walt Alexander

	$3,000.00

	
	Chick Fewster

	$1,500.00




	Paddy Baumann

	$3,000.00

	
	Ed Monroe

	$1,500.00




	Hugh High

	$3,000.00

	
	Walt Smallwood

	$1,500.00




	Roxy Walters

	$3,000.00

	
	Howie Camp

	$1,200.00




	George Mogridge

	$2,800.00

	
	Aaron Ward

	$1,200.00




	Allen Russell

	$2,500.00
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1918 New York Yankees season
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The 1918 New York Yankees played 123 games during the regular season, won 60 games, lost 63 games, and finished in fourth position. They played their home games at the Polo Grounds where 282,047 fans witnessed their 1918 Yankees finish the season with a .488 winning percentage. New York was managed by Miller Huggins.

The 1918 Major League Baseball season featured a reduced schedule due to American participation in World War I. With World War I ongoing, a "work or fight" mandate was issued by the government, requiring men with non-essential jobs to enlist or take war-related jobs by July 1, else risk being drafted. Secretary of War Newton D. Baker granted an extension to MLB players through Labor Day, September 2. In early August, MLB clubs decided that the regular season would end at that time. As a result, the number of regular-season games that each team played varied—123 to 130 for AL teams and 124 to 131 for NL teams, including ties—reduced from their original 154-game schedules. Later in August, Baker granted a further extension to allow for the World Series to be contested; it began on September 5 and ended on September 11.




	1918 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Red Sox

	75

	51

	0.595

	
—

[image: ]



	49–21

	26–30




	Cleveland Indians

	73

	54

	0.575

	2½

	38–22

	35–32




	Washington Senators

	72

	56

	0.562

	4

	41–32

	31–24




	New York Yankees

	60

	63

	0.488

	13½

	37–29

	23–34




	St. Louis Browns

	58

	64

	0.475

	15

	23–30

	35–34




	Chicago White Sox

	57

	67

	0.460

	17

	30–26

	27–41




	Detroit Tigers

	55

	71

	0.437

	20

	28–29

	27–42




	Philadelphia Athletics

	52

	76

	0.406

	24

	35–32

	17–44







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Del Pratt

	126

	477

	131

	.275

	2

	55




	Frank Baker

	126

	504

	154

	.306

	6

	62




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	122

	446

	103

	.231

	0

	43




	Frank Gilhooley

	112

	427

	118

	.276

	1

	23




	Wally Pipp

	91

	349

	106

	.304

	2

	44




	Ping Bodie

	91

	324

	83

	.256

	3

	46




	Truck Hannah

	90

	250

	55

	.220

	2

	21




	Elmer Miller

	67

	202

	49

	.243

	1

	22




	Roxy Walters

	64

	191

	38

	.199

	0

	12




	Ham Hyatt

	53

	131

	30

	.229

	2

	10




	Armando Marsans

	37

	123

	29

	.236

	0

	9




	Bill Lamar

	28

	110

	25

	.227

	0

	2




	Jack Fournier

	27

	100

	35

	.350

	0

	12




	John Hummel

	22

	61

	18

	.295

	0

	4




	Aaron Ward

	20

	32

	4

	.125

	0

	1




	Zinn Beck

	11

	8

	0

	.000

	0

	1




	Hugh High

	7

	10

	0

	.000

	0

	0




	Chick Fewster

	5

	2

	1

	.500

	0

	0




	Muddy Ruel

	3

	6

	2

	.333

	0

	0




	Sammy Vick

	2

	3

	2

	.667

	0

	1




	Paddy O'Connor

	1

	3

	1

	.333

	0

	0








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	George Mogridge

	45

	239.1

	16

	13

	2.18

	62




	Slim Love

	38

	228.2

	13

	12

	3.07

	95




	Allen Russell

	27

	141.0

	7

	11

	3.26

	54




	Ray Caldwell

	24

	176.2

	9

	8

	3.06

	59




	Happy Finneran

	23

	114.1

	3

	6

	3.78

	34




	Hank Thormahlen

	16

	112.2

	7

	3

	2.48

	22




	Ray Keating

	15

	48.1

	2

	2

	3.91

	16




	Hank Robinson

	11

	48.0

	2

	4

	3.00

	14




	Roy Sanders

	6

	25.2

	0

	2

	4.21

	8




	Bob Shawkey

	3

	16.0

	1

	1

	1.13

	3








1918 New York Yankees Salaries




	Home Run Baker

	$9,166.00

	
	Slim Love

	$2,700.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$5,500.00

	
	Walter Bernhardt

	$2,400.00




	Wally Pipp

	$5,000.00

	
	Roy Sanders

	$2,400.00




	Bob Shawkey

	$5,000.00

	
	Zinn Beck

	$2,100.00




	Del Pratt

	$4,999.00

	
	Chick Fewster

	$2,100.00




	Ray Caldwell

	$4,000.00

	
	Elmer Miller

	$2,100.00




	Armando Marsans

	$3,999.00

	
	Muddy Ruel

	$2,100.00




	George Mogridge

	$3,500.00

	
	Hank Thormahlen

	$2,000.00




	Frank Gilhooley

	$3,000.00

	
	Bill Lamar

	$1,999.00




	Hugh High

	$3,000.00

	
	Bob McGraw

	$1,800.00




	Ray Keating

	$3,000.00

	
	Ed Monroe

	$1,800.00




	Hank Robinson

	$3,000.00

	
	Aaron Ward

	$1,400.00




	Roxy Walters

	$3,000.00

	
	Alex Ferguson

	$1,050.00




	Allen Russell

	$2,800.00
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1919 New York Yankees season
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The team finished with a record of 80–59, 7½ games behind the American League champion Chicago White Sox. New York was managed by Miller Huggins. Their home games were played at the Polo Grounds. Legislature is passed by future New York City mayor Jimmy Walker that allows teams in the state of New York to play baseball on Sundays. On December 18, 1918: Future Chicago Bears football coach George Halas was signed as a free agent by the Yankees.

Offseason


•  February 21 – The New York Yankees acquire 35-year-old spitballer Jack Quinn from Vernon (PCL), sending in exchange P Happy Finneran, 1B Zinn Beck, and cash. Quinn will be named a designated spitballer when the wet pitch is outlawed, and in 1921 he will help the Yankees to their first American League pennant. Quinn won't call it quits until he's 50.



Season highlights


•  May 6- A 24 year old outfielder named George Halas makes his MLB debut for the New York Yankees. He goes one for four in a game against the Philadelphia Athletics. This would be the only season Halas plays in the majors before he became one of the founders of the National Football League.

•  Walter Johnson retires 28 consecutive batters during a 12-inning scoreless tie against Jack Quinn and the New York Yankees. Future football immortal George Halas, batting leadoff for New York, goes 0-for-5 with two strikeouts.

•  Ray Caldwell, the pitcher hit by lightning just a couple of weeks before, throws a no hitter in the Cleveland Indians 3–0 victory over his former team, the New York Yankees.

•  August 26 – New York Giants 1B Hal Chase handles 35 chances against the Pittsburgh Pirates during a doubleheader.






	1919 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Chicago White Sox

	88

	52

	0.629

	
—
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	48–22

	40–30




	Cleveland Indians

	84

	55

	0.604

	3½

	44–25

	40–30




	New York Yankees

	80

	59

	0.576

	7½

	46–25

	34–34




	Detroit Tigers

	80

	60

	0.571

	8

	46–24

	34–36




	St. Louis Browns

	67

	72

	0.482

	20½

	40–30

	27–42




	Boston Red Sox

	66

	71

	0.482

	20½

	35–30

	31–41




	Washington Senators

	56

	84

	0.400

	32

	32–40

	24–44




	Philadelphia Athletics

	36

	104

	0.257

	52

	21–49

	15–55







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Frank Baker

	141

	567

	166

	.293

	10

	83




	Duffy Lewis

	141

	559

	152

	.272

	7

	89




	Del Pratt

	140

	527

	154

	.292

	4

	56




	Wally Pipp

	138

	523

	144

	.275

	7

	50




	Ping Bodie

	134

	475

	132

	.278

	6

	59




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	122

	453

	138

	.305

	7

	33




	Sammy Vick

	106

	407

	101

	.248

	2

	27




	Chick Fewster

	81

	244

	69

	.283

	1

	15




	Muddy Ruel

	79

	233

	56

	.240

	0

	31




	Truck Hannah

	75

	227

	54

	.238

	1

	20




	Aaron Ward

	27

	34

	7

	.206

	0

	2




	Al Wickland

	26

	46

	7

	.152

	0

	1




	George Halas

	12

	22

	2

	.091

	0

	0




	Bill Lamar

	11

	16

	3

	.188

	0

	0




	Frank Gleich

	5

	4

	1

	.250

	0

	1








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Jack Quinn

	38

	266.0

	15

	14

	2.61

	97




	Bob Shawkey

	41

	261.1

	20

	11

	2.72

	122




	Hank Thormahlen

	30

	188.2

	12

	8

	2.62

	62




	Carl Mays

	13

	120.0

	9

	3

	1.65

	54




	George Mogridge

	35

	169.0

	10

	9

	2.77

	58




	Ernie Shore

	20

	95.0

	5

	8

	4.17

	24




	Allen Russell

	23

	90.2

	5

	5

	3.47

	50




	Pete Schneider

	7

	29.0

	0

	1

	3.41

	11




	Luke Nelson

	9

	3

	0

	0

	2.96

	11




	Walt Smallwood

	6

	0

	0

	0

	4.98

	6




	Bob McGraw

	6

	1

	0

	0

	3.31

	3




	Lefty O'Doul

	3

	0

	0

	0

	3.60

	2








[image: 1919 New York Yankees GEORGE HALAS Glossy 8x10 Photo Vintage Print Poster |  eBay]1919 New York Yankees Salaries




	Home Run Baker

	$12,000.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$6,500.00




	Del Pratt

	$6,500.00




	Wally Pipp

	$5,000.00




	Bob Shawkey

	$5,000.00




	George Mogridge

	$3,800.00




	Hank Thormahlen

	$3,000.00




	Chick Fewster

	$2,800.00




	Allen Russell

	$2,800.00




	Muddy Ruel

	$2,400.00




	Bill Lamar

	$2,100.00




	Bob McGraw

	$2,000.00




	Lefty O'Doul

	$1,800.00




	Aaron Ward

	$1,600.00




	George Halas

	$400.00
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1920 New York Yankees season
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The team finished with a record of 95–59, just 3 games behind the American League champion Cleveland Indians. New York was managed by Miller Huggins. Home games were played at the Polo Grounds. The Yankees of 1920 were the first team in the history of Major League Baseball to have an attendance of more than one million fans. Babe Ruth established a 20th century record, with the highest slugging average in one season

Offseason

The year started with a bang on January 5, when the Boston Red Sox sold their star pitcher-turned-outfielder Babe Ruth to the Yankees for $125,000 (equivalent to $2,000,000 in 2021). The sub-headline in The New York Times the next day read, "Highest Purchase Price in Baseball History Paid for Game's Greatest Slugger." This deal would live in infamy for generations of Boston fans and would vault the Yankees from respectability (80 wins in 1919) to pennant contention.

Regular season

Babe Ruth, his wife, and three teammates were in a car accident on July 7, 1920 from which they were lucky to walk away. Ruth was driving the group back to New York from Washington where the Yankees had beaten the Senators the previous day. Nearing Wawa, Pennsylvania at 2:00 AM, Ruth missed a sharp curve, drove into a ditch, and totaled the car where it flipped on top of them. Ruth was able to move the vehicle, and all five made it to a local farmhouse where they were attended to. They were driven that same day to Philadelphia where they boarded a train for New York. Ruth was in the lineup for the next game on July 8, 1920 where he went one for four with a triple against the Detroit Tigers. 

The Indians won the pennant despite a horrific incident at the Polo Grounds on August 16. Yankees pitcher Carl Mays, another of several ex-Red Sox players who had come the Yankees' way, used a "submarine" (underhand) pitching style. He threw one up and in on Cleveland shortstop Ray Chapman, who tended to crowd the plate and apparently never saw the ball coming. Chapman suffered a severe skull fracture and died the following morning. Mays was absolved of any wrongdoing, but the incident would haunt him for the rest of his life. Meanwhile, the Indians rallied around the memory of their shortstop, and won the season.

However, with Ruth leading the Yankees, and with his stunning total of 54 home runs, nearly doubling his own major league record from just the previous year, New York finished just a game behind the second-place Chicago White Sox and three behind the Indians. Ruth's 54 home runs marked an end to the dead-ball era and ushered in a new style of play with an emphasis on power hitting. The Yankees had once been the "poor relations of the Polo Grounds", as Lamont Buchanan characterized them in The World Series and Highlights of Baseball. But the Giants had faded a bit in the late 1910s while the Yankees had grown stronger. The Yankees were now poised to take the next step to beginning the greatest dynasty in professional sports.


•  September 27 – Babe Ruth hits two home runs, and accounts for all three runs scored in the New York Yankees' 3–0 victory over the Philadelphia Athletics. The two home runs bring his season total to 53. He hits his 54th, and final, home run two days later.






	1920 American League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Cleveland Indians

	98

	56

	0.636

	
—
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	51–27

	47–29




	Chicago White Sox

	96

	58

	0.623

	2

	52–25

	44–33




	New York Yankees

	95

	59

	0.617

	3

	49–28

	46–31




	St. Louis Browns

	76

	77

	0.497

	21½

	40–38

	36–39




	Boston Red Sox

	72

	81

	0.471

	25½

	41–35

	31–46




	Washington Senators

	68

	84

	0.447

	29

	37–38

	31–46




	Detroit Tigers

	61

	93

	0.396

	37

	32–46

	29–47




	Philadelphia Athletics

	48

	106

	0.312

	50

	25–50

	23–56
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Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Del Pratt

	154

	574

	180

	.314

	4

	108




	Wally Pipp

	153

	610

	171

	.280

	11

	76




	Babe Ruth

	142

	457

	172

	.376

	54

	137




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	139

	534

	144

	.270

	8

	54




	Ping Bodie

	129

	471

	139

	.295

	7

	77




	Aaron Ward

	127

	496

	127

	.256

	11

	56




	Bob Meusel

	119

	460

	151

	.328

	11

	83




	Duffy Lewis

	107

	365

	99

	.271

	4

	59




	Muddy Ruel

	82

	261

	70

	.268

	1

	14




	Truck Hannah

	79

	259

	64

	.247

	2

	25




	Sammy Vick

	51

	118

	26

	.220

	0

	11




	Frank Gleich

	24

	41

	5

	.122

	0

	4




	Chick Fewster

	21

	21

	6

	.286

	0

	1




	Fred Hofmann

	15

	24

	7

	.292

	0

	1








Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Carl Mays

	45

	312.0

	26

	11

	3.06

	92




	Bob Shawkey

	38

	267.2

	20

	13

	2.45

	126




	Jack Quinn

	41

	253.1

	18

	10

	3.20

	101




	Hank Thormahlen

	29

	143.1

	9

	6

	4.14

	35




	George Mogridge

	26

	125.1

	5

	9

	4.31

	35




	Babe Ruth

	1

	4.0

	1

	0

	4.50

	0




	Rip Collins

	36

	187.1

	14

	8

	3.22

	66




	Ernie Shore

	14

	2

	2

	1

	4.87

	12




	Bob McGraw

	15

	0

	0

	0

	4.67

	11




	Lefty O'Doul

	2

	0

	0

	0

	4.91

	2
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	Babe Ruth

	$20,000.00

	
	Hank Thormahlen

	$4,000.00




	Bob Shawkey

	$8,000.00

	
	Muddy Ruel

	$3,500.00




	Roger Peckinpaugh

	$6,500.00

	
	Bob Meusel

	$3,200.00




	Del Pratt

	$6,500.00

	
	Aaron Ward

	$3,000.00




	Wally Pipp

	$5,000.00

	
	Lefty O'Doul

	$2,700.00




	Chick Fewster

	$4,500.00

	
	Bob McGraw

	$2,500.00




	George Mogridge

	$4,500.00

	
	Rip Collins

	$2,400.00
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1921 New York Yankees season
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The team finished with a record of 98–55, winning their first pennant in franchise history, winning the American League by 41⁄2 games over the previous year's champion, the Cleveland Indians. New York was managed by Miller Huggins. Their home games were played at the Polo Grounds.

Regular season


•  April 13 : In the season opener, New York Yankees left fielder Babe Ruth goes five-for-five with two doubles, two runs batted in and a run scored to lead the Yankees to an 11–1 victory over the Philadelphia Athletics at the Polo Grounds.

•  June 13 - Babe Ruth pitches the first five innings and hit two home runs in an 11–8 victory over The Detroit Tigers.

•  July 12 – Babe Ruth hits his 33rd and 34th home run of the season. His 33rd home run gave him 136 career home runs, tying Roger Connor's all-time mark. His 34th home run makes him the all-time home run king, a title he will hold until 1974.

•  September 25 – The New York Yankees defeat the Cleveland Indians 21–7. Surprisingly, none of the 21 runs scored are driven in by Babe Ruth



With star slugger Babe Ruth hitting 59 home runs, setting a new major league home run record for the third consecutive year, while also having his greatest overall season statistically, the Yankees appeared to be the team to beat in the World Series. Their landlords, the New York Giants, had rebuilt after slipping a bit in the late 1910s, and had won the National League pennant. For the first time, all the games of a World Series would be held in the same ballpark, the Polo Grounds. The best-5-of-9 Series (its last before returning to the best-4-of-7 format) saw the Yankees take 2 games to 0 lead and later a 3–2 series lead, but Ruth suffered a serious injury in game 3 that limited his appearances in the remaining games, save for one pinch-hit appearance, and the Giants rallied to win the Series 5 games to 3.
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